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We’re back for another batch of these things and the promotion
is not in good shape. Save for the X-Division, the shows are
just not very good and there isn’t much of a way around it.
Ken Shamrock isn’t an interesting World Champion and Brian
Christopher is still getting a lot of attention for whatever
reason. Then there’s Jeff Jarrett, and I mean a lot of Jeff
Jarrett, on top of everything else. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Jeff Jarrett going all nuts and
attacking Ken Shamrock with a chair last week.

Shamrock doesn’t have any comment but he’s ready to show how
mad he is.

Opening sequence.

Scott Hall and Jeff Jarrett, the latter of whom is ready to be
in a ladder match for the #1 contendership to the World Title,
brawl in the back and fight outside. The fight is broken up
and executive Bill Behrens says Jarrett has forfeited his spot
in the match.

Here  is  Malice  (Jarrett’s  scheduled  opponent)  with  Father
James  Mitchell,  so  it’s  open  challenge  time  for  the  #1
contenders ladder match. The lights go out and….let’s get this
over with as fast as we can.

Malice vs. Sabu
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Ladder match for the #1 contenders match and Sabu starts fast
with a tornado DDT. Malice isn’t having that and chokes him
down before grabbing a chair. A backbreaker plants Sabu again
and Malice sends him face first into a chair in the corner.
It’s  time  to  get  the  ladder,  which  Sabu  dropkicks  into
Malice’s face. The triple jump dive to the floor drops Malice
again before bridging the ladder between the apron and the
barricade.

That takes way too long though and Malice drops him onto the
ladder, followed by a World’s Strongest Slam onto it as well.
Naturally Sabu is right back up with a springboard leg lariat
into the ladder into Malice for another knockdown. It’s way
too early to get the contract though as Malice powerbombs him
down, followed by a nasty overhead belly to belly into the
ladder.

Malice goes up but Sabu dropkicks the ladder out and chairs
him in the head. Sabu kind of bulldogs the ladder down onto
Malice, who is right back with a spinebuster. Malice’s climb
up  the  ladder  is  cut  off  with  a  shove  through  a  table,
allowing Sabu to pull down the contract and win at 13:29.

Rating: C+. This could have been worse, as Sabu could still
move and fits in far better with this kind of carnage than a
regular match. If nothing else it adds a bit of a spark, as
Sabu is a big enough name to be slotted into the World Title
scene, even if it is for the short term. Besides, Malice’s
time in the title scene has already been wrapped up so it is
time to see someone new get a shot.

Post match the Disciples of the New Church come in to beat on
Sabu and a super chokeslam puts him through a table.

Jeff Jarrett and Scott Hall are still being held apart and
Jarrett is ejected.

Here’s AJ Styles for an unscheduled chat. Styles calls out
Jerry Lynn, who storms to the ring and says Styles must want



to know why Lynn jumped him last week. Lynn says he’s been
wrestling for fourteen years and done more in this business
than Styles has done in his lifetime.

Styles hasn’t done anything or even had to sleep in his car
eating peanut butter sandwiches. Lynn gave him a chance when
they teamed up and he isn’t going to stand for the disrespect.
Styles lays him out and hits the Styles Clash. This was fine
and to the point, but commentary responding to EVERYTHING
either of them said took away a lot of the impact.

We look back at Jasmin St. Clair stripping for Jeremy Borash
and Ed Ferrara making sure it happened in a funny bit.

Francine jumps St. Clair in the back and throws her in the
shower.

K-Krush vs. Norman Smiley

Before the match, Krush brags about star power (he even SMELLS
like a star). Why did the NWA put him in the ring with a
NASCAR  driver?  They  were  afraid  he  was  going  to  become
something they couldn’t control and then they would have to
sell his t-shirts. He’s been treated as a second class citizen
despite being better than everyone. It’s because he’s a Black
man, and he’s the truth.

With that out of the way, Krush knocks Smiley down into the
corner but Smiley is back with the swinging slam. The Big
Wiggle into a faceplant plants Krush again but he hits a
spinning  forearm  to  cut  that  off.  Back  up  and  a  Russian
legsweep gets Smiley out of trouble but Krush plants him with
a sitout gordbuster for the win at 3:25.

Rating: C-. This really didn’t work, mainly because they went
from a rather serious promo from Krush into something totally
goofy, which is all Smiley did at this point. Smiley did have
some status, but you probably shouldn’t be having the Big
Wiggle after someone went on a rant about how he was being



held back because of his face. Krush should have squashed him,
but maybe don’t let Smiley get in that much goofy stuff.

Post match Krush takes off his belt and whips Smiley before
hanging him over the top. Smiley’s wife comes out for the save
and gets choked as well. This isn’t going to go well and it
wasn’t exactly comfortable stuff anyway.

Puppet is in a trashcan and all annoyed about his match with
Meatball. It’s implied that he is, uh, doing something rather
personal with his hand.

The Dupps are all weird and make inappropriate comments about
Goldilocks.

Flying Elvises vs. Christopher Daniels/Elix Skipper

Estrada is sent outside to start and Skipper hits a quick
dive. Back in and Siaki takes over on Skipper before it’s back
to Estrada for a butterfly suplex. Siaki joins commentary for
a second to brag about how awesome he is before stomping away
back  inside.  Estrada  comes  in  with  a  double  springboard
moonsault but Skipper gets over for the tag to Daniels.

A Blue Thunder Bomb gets two on Estrada but Siaki’s cheap shot
from the floor lets Estrada get in a quick knockdown. Skipper
comes back in as everything breaks down, with Estrada hitting
a springboard moonsault. Daniels hits a much less springboardy
but far better moonsault for two of his own. Siaki and Daniels
fight to the floor, meaning there’s no count off Skipper’s
Play Of The Day. Instead Siaki comes back in for a rolling
cutter to finish Skipper at 9:50.

Rating: C+. This was a fast paced tag match with the Elvises
stealing  the  win  over  the  rather  talented  Daniels/Skipper
team. The tag division is still coming together and it is kind
of hard to make that work. Putting teams together work though
and this is the kind of match you have to use to make that
work.



Post match the Dupps run in to take out the Elvises.

Scott Hall jumps K-Krush and leaves him laying without much
trouble.

Meatball vs. Puppet

Hardcore match and Puppet jumps him to start, setting up a ram
into a trashcan. Meatball knocks him to the floor though and
it’s an ax handle from the apron. The fight heads up towards
the entrance, where Meatball pulls some food from a shopping
cart to mess Puppet up a bit. A dropkick sends a chair into
Meatball’s face and a DDT gives Puppet two. Puppet hits a
middle rope Fameasser onto a chair and a Vader Bomb onto a
chair onto Meatball is good for the pin at 6:16.

Rating: D-. Oh come on. This was stupid, it wasn’t funny, the
whole thing went on too long and this whole deal feels like
such a waste of time. I’m sure someone gets a kick out of this
but it’s just not working, with the gag of Puppet being a
hardcore wrestler having lost the charm which barely existed
in the first place. Just find something else to fill in the
time.

Here is a damaged Jasmin St. Clair to call out Francine.

Francine vs. Jasmin St. Clair

It’s a brawl to start, they both lose clothes, Blue Meanie
comes in to DDT Francine for the DQ at 1:25. This was all
about the clothes and nothing more.

Meanie carries St. Clair off and Francine is taken out on a
stretcher.

We look at some of Low Ki’s and AJ Styles’ signature moves.

X-Division Title: AJ Styles vs. Low Ki

Ki is challenging and they wrestle to the mat to start. Back



up and they chop it out to a standoff until Ki takes him down.
Ki strikes away as fans look at someone holding a sign, with
security seemingly going after him. Styles gets in a slam and
a flipping splash but Ki knees him to the apron.

Ki misses an Asai moonsault but he’s able to kick Styles in
the face to cut off a dive. They slug it out on the apron
until Ki gets a dragon sleeper in the ropes. Styles uses said
ropes to escape and grabs a brainbuster for two. The Spiral
Tap misses but Styles reverses a fireman’s carry into a Death
Valley Driver for a needed breather. It’s Ki going up but he
dives into the Styles Clash to retain Styles’ title at 10:36.

Rating: B-. These two work well together and that shouldn’t be
a surprise given how well they have done in previous matches.
It wasn’t exactly an epic showdown or a classic match, but
they were working hard and it didn’t feel like two old rejects
from WCW. Styles continues to be the breakout star around here
and that is likely to continue if he’s going to keep doing
this well.

Post match Jerry Lynn spears Styles down and gives him he
piledriver. A ladder is brought in and Lynn suplexes him into
it for the nasty crash.

Scott Hall vs. Brian Lawler

Before the match, Lawler rants about how stupid people have to
be to be Jerry Lawler fans. The challenge is issued again and
Brian throws in some Jim Ross insults for a bonus. Hall sneaks
up behind him and after even more ranting from Brian, Hall
finally punches him down to get going. Some right hands send
Brian  outside  and  even  more  knock  him  off  th  announcers’
table.

The beating goes around ringside until Brian gets in a shot of
his own to take over. Back in and Brian hammers away as there
are an awful lot of empty seats on camera. A suplex gives
Brian two and, after insulting the fans some more, he goes up



but gets slammed off the top. Hall’s belly to back superplex
connects and, after taking out K-Krush, the Outsider’s Edge
finishes Brian at 8:43.

Rating: C-. At the end of the day, these matches just aren’t
very good. They’re a bunch of punching, a few other moves, and
then the finish. It doesn’t help when Brian is doing basic
heel stuff straight out of the Memphis playbook, but that is
only going to do so much to get him around the fact that he’s
Brian Lawler and won’t shut up about his dad. Hall didn’t do
much more than his signature stuff, which is only so good at
this point.

Post match Brian and Krush beat Hall down and hang him over
the ropes.  Hall goes out on a stretcher but Jeff Jarrett runs
in with a chair and wrecks Hall and pretty much everyone not
named Lawler or Krush.

Overall Rating: C. There is some passable stuff on here but
the bad is dragging it all the way down. Other than that, the
good stuff, which is mainly centered around the less goofy
people, is watchable enough. In other words, as has been the
case, there is a decent show here if you get rid of the
terrible  parts.  The  problem  is  there  is  quite  a  bit  of
terrible and a lot of it is getting the focus. Fix that and
this goes up in value, but it isn’t looking likely anytime
soon. Ultimately, the biggest issue is that I have no idea
what the biggest story is supposed to be around here and I
don’t think the company does either.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/

