
Rampage  –  April  28,  2023:
Sacre Bleu, What A Waste Of
My Time
Rampage
Date: April 28, 2023
Location: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise, Florida
Commentators: Excalibur, Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone

We’re on at another weird time slot as the playoffs continue
to wreck havoc on the AEW schedule. As usual, it’s hard to say
what you are going to get from Rampage, though I would assume
a heavy focus on stories that aren’t going to matter much
elsewhere. Things do happen around here, but it would be nice
if it felt more important. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Bullet Club Gold vs. Ricky Starks/Shawn Spears

It’s a brawl at the bell and they all head to the floor to
keep it up. White chokes Spears with a camera cord as Starks
chops Robinson inside. A White cheap shot from the apron lets
Robinson take over though and we go to a break. Back with
White chopping Spears in the corner, with Ross liking the
physicality.

Spears manages to fight over to the corner though and the hot
tag brings in Starks to clean house. It’s right back to Spears
but the C4 is broken up with a rake to the eyes. A Sky high
gives Spears two on White but another C4 attempt is broken up
as well. The Blade Runner finishes Spears at 9:47.

Rating: C+. Putting White in a team right off the bat isn’t
exactly making me care about what he does and tying him in
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with the Bullet Club again doesn’t help. Starks isn’t exactly
getting  much  higher  up  the  ladder  by  teaming  with  Shawn
Spears, making me wonder what the point of a lot of this is.
The match itself was good enough, though the rest is only so
intriguing.

The Hardys and Hook are mad about the Firm kidnapping Isiah
Kassidy. The Firm pops up on screen to demand to know when the
Firm Deletion match is taking place. We’ll make it next week
on Rampage, and then Big Bill chokeslams Kassidy off camera.

Naturally Limitless vs. Brady Pierce/Charlie James

Dustin punches Pierce in the face to start and snaps off the
powerslam. Lee comes in for his half of a double backdrop
before knocking James down. There’s the Uncle Phil toss to
James before Dustin tells Lee to throw him at both guys. The
pop up Spirit Bomb finishes James at 2:08. Total dominance.

Post match the Mogul Embassy comes out for a staredown.

Tay Melo interrupts a Sammy Guevara interview and yells at him
for agreeing to lay down for MJF. It’s his turn to listen
instead.

Anna Jay vs. Ashley D’Amboise

Anna gets in a few shots to start and bends Ashley’s back
around the post as we take an early break. Back with Ashley
fighting  out  of  a  suplex  but  getting  dropped  with  a
neckbreaker.  The  Queenslayer  finishes  Ashley  at  5:43.  Not
enough shown to rate as more than half of that was in the
commercial but Jay’s dominance continues.

Post match Julia Hart pops up to brawl with Jay, who bends her
around the post as well.

The  Outcasts  are  ready  for  Saraya  to  beat  up  Willow
Nightingale  on  Dynamite.



Billy Gunn/Acclaimed vs. Cameron Stewart/Dante Casanova/Ryzin

Fameasser, Arrival, Mic Drop finishes Stewart at 52 seconds, a
lot of which was Gunn standing there looking at Stewart.

Jay Lethal and Cash Wheeler are ready for the main event.

Here’s what’s coming on upcoming shows.

Jay Lethal vs. Cash Wheeler

Mark Briscoe is the guest enforcer and Jeff Jarrett/Satnam
Singh/Sonjay Dutt/Dax Harwood are all here too. Lethal gets
knocked  outside  to  start  before  coming  back  in  for  an
aggressive lockup. Some slams let Lethal put him down but
Wheeler armdrags him into an armbar. Back up and it’s too
early for Lethal Injection, meaning Wheeler can clothesline
him to the floor as we take a break.

We come back with Lethal grabbing an abdominal stretch as we
see Wheeler’s bruised ribs. Briscoe doesn’t let Dutt cheat and
Wheeler escapes, only to get caught in a hot shot. Lethal gets
in a strut but Hail To The King hits raised knees. Wheeler
slugs back and grabs a powerslam into a DDT for two on Lethal.
The ribs give out on a piledriver attempt though and the
Lethal  Combination  drops  Wheeler.  The  Lethal  Injection  is
countered into a Gory Bomb but Dutt gets on the apron for a
distraction. Briscoe goes after Dutt but Lethal sends Wheeler
into Briscoe for the big crash. Now the Injection can finish
Wheeler at 12:18.

Rating: C+. The match was good enough and now that we have the
Tag Team Champions losing out of the way, we can move on to
the  title  match.  Hopefully  this  doesn’t  lead  to  Briscoe
wondering why Wheeler hit him, as I don’t think I can take
another story where watching the tape would solve everything
but no one does it. It was a perfectly sound match, even if it
didn’t feel all that important.



Overall Rating: C. And that’s being about as generous as I can
be. This show felt a lot more like a bad Ring Of Honor show
than anything else, as it was just a bunch of midcard stuff
that didn’t have anything worth seeing. It was a rare case of
me feeling like I was wasting my time watching an AEW show and
I have a bad feeling that is going to get worse around here,
especially when Collision comes around. Certainly not a bad
show, but a total “here’s an hour of wrestling that fulfills a
requirement” show, which is often a lot worse.

Results
Bullet Club Gold b. Ricky Starks/Shawn Spears – Blade Runner
to Spears
Naturally Limitless b. Brady Pierce/Charlie James – Pop up
Spirit Bomb to James
Anna Jay b. Ashley D’Amboise – Queenslayer
Billy Gunn/Acclaimed b. Cameron Stewart/Dante Casanova/Ryzin –
Mic Drop to Stewart
Jay Lethal b. Cash Wheeler – Lethal Injection

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Dynamite  –  April  26,  2023:
What About The Pickles?
Dynamite
Date: April 26, 2023
Location: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise, Florida
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Excalibur, Taz

We are about a month away from Double Or Nothing and this week
we should find out who will be challenging MJF for the World
Title. That alone should be enough to carry the show, but we
are also likely getting a showdown between Chris Jericho and
Adam Cole after last week’s beatdown of Britt Baker. Let’s get
to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

International Title: Orange Cassidy vs. Bandido

Cassidy is defending and gets tripped down while trying the
hands in the pockets. Bandido gives him the finger guns so
Cassidy gives him a weak cartwheel. The hands to the pockets
are blocked again….so Cassidy puts the finger guns into his
own pockets like holsters (ok that was cute). Bandido is sent
outside, only to have Cassidy grab a no hands hurricanrana
back inside. Cassidy’s dive is cut off with a drop onto the
barricade and Bandido gets to brag a bit in the corner.

The Brock Lock goes on to keep Cassidy in trouble, at least
until he makes the rope. Bandido sends him outside and we take
a break. Back with Cassidy reversing a suplex into the Stundog
Millionaire for a double breather. They chop it out (one is
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more energetic than the other) until Cassidy is sent him to
the apron.

That means Cassidy can ram Bandido’s face into the corner a
few times, followed by a Michinoku Driver for two. Back up and
a cutter gives Bandido two but the super fall away slam is
broken up. Instead Bandido hits the one armed gorilla press
into a frog splash for two. A quick Mousetrap gives Cassidy
two but it’s the Orange Punch into the Beach Break to retain
the title at 15:17.

Rating: B-. It’s getting a little hard to get into these
Cassidy matches as save for a recent handful, there is no
reason to believe that he is going to lose the title. The
match was entertaining and the two guys did their thing, but
despite being rather talented, there was no reason to believe
that he was going to win the title. Cassidy has to lose at
some  point  or  this  is  just  taking  away  value  from  his
appearances.

Post match Cassidy gives Bandido some sunglasses so they can
pose together.

Adam Cole is ready to call out Chris Jericho tonight. With
Cole gone, Bandido and Orange Cassidy come in to ask if Renee
Paquette wants to interview them after their match. Renee
explains  the  deal  with  Cole  and  Jericho  from  last  week
instead. Cassidy: “Oh.” Bandido: “Oh.” And they leave.

Darby Allin and Jungle Boy agree to bury the hatchet after
last week. They don’t like each other, but they do respect
each other, and agree to have the other’s back against Sammy
Guevara and MJF.

Jeff Jarrett vs. Dax Harwood

Jarrett’s goons are cut off by security so Cash Wheeler stays
in the back so this can be one on one. Harwood takes him into
the corner to start and they fight over wrist control. Jarrett



gets him to the mat but Harwood breaks up the strut (thank
goodness  this  isn’t  in  Memphis).  Another  knockdown  lets
Jarrett get in the strut but Harwood snaps off a suplex into
the legdrop for two. Jarrett throws him off the top though and
we take a break.

Back with the slugout in the middle of the ring going to
Jarrett but neither can get in their leglock. Harwood’s diving
headbutt gets two and the Stroke is countered into a rollup
for the same. A piledriver gives Harwood two more and Jarrett
rolls out to the floor. Back in and a catapult into the corner
gives Jarrett two of his own. The Figure Four is countered
into  a  small  package  for  two  but  cue  Sonjay  Dutt  for  a
distraction. The chase lets Jarrett hit the Stroke for the pin
at 11:12.

Rating: B-. You knew these two were going to have a good
match, at least until we got to the screwy finish involving
Jarrett’s goons. I’m not wild on having Jarrett and company
get what feels like another title feud so soon, but odds are
they aren’t going to take down FTR. For now though, I’ll
settle for a much more technical style match for a breath of
air around here.

Post match Dutt hands Jeff Jarrett a Tag Team Title.

The Owen Hart Cups are returning, but this year it will all be
in  Canada,  with  the  finals  in  Calgary.  Maybe  it  can  be
interesting this year.

Wardlow vs. Ariel Levy

Non-title and Arn Anderson is with Wardlow. The four movement
Powerbomb Symphony finishes Levy fast.

Post match Arn tells Levy to get an ice bath and drink a six
pack. Anderson talks about how the NFL Draft starts this week
and Wardlow is a #1 pick with the talent no one else back
there has. Sometimes you have to get violent, but here are



Christian Cage and Luchasaurus for the staredown. I’m still
not sure why Anderson needs to be involved in this.

Sammy Guevara is cut off by MJF, who doesn’t like people
calling him a gutless coward. They don’t care what people
think  though  and  they’re  friends  now.  Sammy  gives  him  a
matching vest and MJF gives him a matching scarf. Friends hug!

The  Blackpool  Combat  Club  jumps  interviewer  RJ  City  and
promises violence.

Four Pillars Tournament Finals: Darby Allin vs. Sammy Guevara

For the World Title shot at Double Or Nothing so MJF (with his
own brand of….pickles) is on commentary. They fight over wrist
control to start as MJF talks about the pickles. Allin flips
him into a chinlock as MJF talks about how the check to
Guevara won’t clear without him laying down. Tony: “This is an
important match and we’re talking about FREAKING PICKLES!”

Allin pulls him into a Texas Cloverleaf but Guevara makes the
rope and spits at him. A dropkick to the back sends Allin
outside and a posting makes it even worse. They get back up on
the apron, where Allin teases a German suplex to the floor,
earning  himself  a  low  blow.  There’s  the  top  rope  Asai
moonsault  (that  was  good)  and  Allin  is  busted  open.

We take a break and come back with both of them down for a
breather. Allin loads up a suicide dive but Guevara cutters
him out of the air for the big crash. It’s table time (of
course) but Allin is back up….only to get distracted by Tay
Melo. A super Spanish Fly brings Allin back down and there’s
the 630 through Allin through the table. Less than a minute
later, Allin is loading up the Coffin Drop but Melo distracts
the  referee,  allowing  MJF  to  throw  Allin  the  skateboard.
Guevara drops down and that is indeed a DQ to send Guevara to
Double Or Nothing at 12:49.

Rating: B-. I would almost be stunned if there wasn’t some



shenanigan to get us to the four way at this point, which is
still what makes the most sense. Other than that, this was the
back and forth match you would expect from these two, complete
with  a  crazy  spot  that  wasn’t  sold  whatsoever.  Allin’s
charisma continues to be more than enough to carry him, but
sell the big spot for, I don’t know, awhile? That shouldn’t be
an insane suggestion.

Post match the beating is on but Jungle Boy makes the save.
Tony Schiavone has a Tony Khan announcement though: next week
it’s a tag match, and if Allin and Jungle Boy win, the title
match is a four way.

Post break, MJF goes to get in his car and says it’s full
(it’s not) when Guevara tries to get in with him. MJF pulls
off, leaving Guevara staring.

Here is Adam Cole to call out Chris Jericho. Cole says that
Jericho crossed a line and it’s time for him to pay, so get
out here. There is no Jericho so Cole goes to get him, only to
be cut off by Jericho on the big screen. Jericho isn’t doing
this, so here is the Jericho Appreciation Society to go after
Cole. Bandido and Orange Cassidy make the failed save attempt
but Roderick Strong of all people debuts and makes the real
save. Hugging ensues. Ok that’s a surprise, especially since
there  was  no  word  on  his  contract  expiring.  Granted  it’s
Roderick Strong so the impact will be limited, but nice job on
the surprise.

Powerhouse Hobbs interrupts QTV and chokes QT Marshall, who
promises to fix this. Plan B is loaded up.

TBS Title: Taya Valkyrie vs. Jade Cargill

Cargill, with Mark Sterling and Leila Grey, is defending and
Taya gets disqualified if she uses Road To Valhalla. They
trade slaps to the face to start until Taya knocks her down
and hammers away. Back up and Jade charges into a boot to the
face before being sent outside. Jade pulls her into the splits



on the apron and drops her to the floor as we take a break.

We come back with Jade missing an elbow and Taya hitting a
Blue Thunder Bomb for two. Jade catches her on top with a
superplex though and busts out a Canadian Destroyer for two
more. Jaded is countered though and Taya double stomps her for
another near fall. Road To Valhalla has to be canceled though
and Jade rolls her up (with tights) to retain at 8:15.

Rating: C. And thus we come to the next several weeks (if not
months) section of Jade’s title reign, as she beats another
name who could have taken the title from her and continues to
be the same boring star she has been for a long time now. I’m
not sure what they are waiting for with her, but this was the
most interesting thing she has done in a good while and it
still wasn’t interesting. Taya was protected a bit and there
might be a rematch, but I’m so bored with Jade going on and on
like this.

Post match Taya snaps and goes after the villains but has to
stop herself from giving the referee Road To Valhalla.

Britt Baker (black eye) and Jamie Hayter (arm in a sling) want
to beat up the Outcasts.

Video on Ricky Starks/Shawn Spears vs. Bullet Club Gold.

Kenny Omega/Konosuke Takeshita vs. Butcher and the Blade

Bryan Danielson is on commentary and Don Callis/Kip Sabian are
the respective thirds. Blade chops away at Takeshita to start
but gets shrugged off, allowing Omega to come in. Danielson
calls  the  Elite  a  cancer  as  Omega  hits  a  moonsault  into
Takeshita’s middle rope backsplash. Everything breaks down and
a Sabian distraction lets Omega get taken down as we take a
break.

Back with Omega hitting the running Fameasser, allowing a
double tag to Takeshita and the Butcher. As Danielson compares



the success of the Club and the Elite’s trainees, Butcher hits
a half nelson suplex to take over. The powerbomb/neckbreaker
combination is broken up though and Takeshita hits a Blue
Thunder Bomb for two on Butcher. Omega comes in to clean house
and nails the big flip dive to the floor. Takeshita’s running
knee finishes Butcher at 8:44.

Rating: B. Danielson kept praising the Butcher and the Blade
as a good team and he’s not wrong. I could absolutely see them
getting set up as a challenger of the month for the Tag Team
Titles and it wouldn’t take long to get them there. That being
said, there was no way Omega and Takeshita were losing in
their big debut together, so this was good action leading to
the logical finish.

Post match Danielson talks about how Takeshita has potential
and Omega is living off his name in Japan. Cue the rest of the
Blackpool  Combat  Club  to  go  after  Omega  and  Takeshita,
complete with screwdriver, but the Young Bucks make the save.
Omega loads up the screwdriver but Takeshita breaks it up,
allowing Moxley to get in a Paradigm Shift. The Club beats
Takeshita down and the screwdriver to the head busts him open
to  end  the  show.  Yeah  Moxley  blood,  violence  and  middle
fingers. We know the drill.

Overall Rating: B. This was a bit of a strange show as it had
a lot going on but nothing on it really felt big. Maybe it was
taking the finals of a tournament and turning it into the
setup for a tag match (which granted, the tournament always
felt a bit off in the first place) but this show felt like a
good event which didn’t really do much. What matters though is
I’m interested in seeing where a lot of this stuff goes and
with Double Or Nothing about a month away, that means they’re
doing something right.

Results
Orange Cassidy b. Bandido – Beach Break
Jeff Jarrett b. Dax Harwood – Stroke



Wardlow b. Ariel Levy – Powerbomb Symphony
Sammy Guevara b. Darby Allin via DQ when the referee saw Allin
holding a skateboard
Jade Cargill b. Taya Valkyrie – Rollup with tights
Kenny Omega/Konosuke Takeshita b. Butcher and the Blade –
Running knee to Butcher

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Rampage – April 22, 2023: Get
Back To The Point
Rampage
Date: April 22, 2023
Location: Petersen Events Center, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Jim Ross, Excalibur, Tony Schiavone

It’s  a  Saturday  show  due  to  the  NHL  playoffs  and  that
means…well I have no idea what it means as the audiences for
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these  shows  can  be  all  over  the  place.  The  big  story
advertised is Jeff Hardy talking about some stuff, which isn’t
exactly an incredibly intriguing draw. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Jon Moxley vs. Christopher Daniels

They go technical to start with Daniels taking him to the mat
for  a  facelock.  Back  up  and  Daniels  chops  away  before
backdropping Moxley outside. That means the dive, even as
Excalibur and JR ignore the match to talk about what is coming
tonight. Moxley sends him into the steps though and we take a
break.

Back with Moxley putting him on top for a back rake, only to
have Daniels shove him down. A high crossbody gives Daniels
two but Moxley blasts him with the King Kong lariat. The
piledriver into the choke has Daniels in more trouble but he
slips out and grabs a backdrop. Angel’s Wings gets a delayed
two, only to have Daniels break up the Best Moonsault Ever.
Moxley chokes him out for the win at 9:00.

Rating: B-. Daniels is a good example of someone who will give
you a good match against anyone and it still feels like it
means something when someone beats him. That was the case
again here and what we got worked well. Moxley is already
dealing with the Elite and this was a nice boost to keep him
going towards whatever the big match is going to be.

Jade Cargill and Mark Sterling are ready for Taya Valkyrie on
Dynamite, where the Road To Valhalla is illegal for Taya.

Here are the Hardys, with Isiah Kassidy and Hook for a chat.
Jeff says he is happy to be back after working so hard but the
best thing he can do is retire….from screwing up. Stokely
Hathaway  pops  up  to  ask  about  the  details  for  the  Firm
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Deletion match. Cue the Firm to jump the four of them and the
good guys are laid out.

We look at the Outcasts beating down Britt Baker as Adam Cole
had to watch.

Baker was in the medical room as Cole kept apologizing to her.

Keith Lee and Dustin Rhodes are back next week.

Kiera Hogan vs. Julia Hart

Hogan starts fast by dropping her down but Julia goes for the
throat to even things up. A snapmare sets up a kick to the
back for two and counters Hartless into a rollup for two, only
to have Hartless go on the second time to make Hogan tap at
3:07.

Rating: C-. Hogan hasn’t done anything since splitting from
Jade Cargill and company but at least they’re doing something
with Hart. The move to the House of Black has at least let her
stand out some more, though she still isn’t exactly great in
the ring. Just a quick match to give Hart something to do,
which isn’t exactly a great sign.

Post match Anna Jay comes in for the brawl with Hart.

The Blackpool Combat Club interrupts a Christopher Daniels
interview. Daniels is ready to fight but Jon Moxley comes in
to cut them off. Then he lays out Daniels on his own.

Jeff Jarrett/Jay Lethal/FTR vs. Varsity Athletes/Slim J

Mark Sterling, Satnam Singh and Sonjay Dutt are here too. Slim
J takes Harwood into the corner and hammers away but Harwood
snaps off a suplex to take over. Wheeler comes in and gets
caught with a headscissors so Lethal and Jarrett come in to
take over instead. FTR and Lethal/Jarrett have a faceoff and
we take a break.



Back with Woods chinlocking Wheeler to keep him down until a
kneelift gets him out of trouble. Daivari gets caught with a
suplex  and  it’s  back  to  Harwood  to  pick  up  the  pace.
Everything breaks down and Jarrett doesn’t notice Nese rolling
Harwood up for two. Harwood yells at Jarrett for not making
the save so Nese charges in. That earns him a Stroke, with
Jarrett letting Harwood get the pin at 8:16.

Rating: C. What were you expecting here? Lethal and Jarrett
are find hands with almost nothing interesting about them and
the Varsity Athletes are the Varsity Athletes. FTR are great
but they can only carry a story this dull so far. It’s still
very early in their new title reign, but I would hope that FTR
has something better to do at Double Or Nothing.

Post match Mark Briscoe has to come out and play peacemaker.

Video on Orange Cassidy’s run as International Champion.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

The Butcher and the Blade are ready for Kenny Omega/Konosuke
Takeshita on Dynamite.

AAA Mega Title: El Hijo del Vikingo vs. Dralistico

Vikingo is defending and gets dropped in the aisle by a flying
Dralistico  during  his  entrance.  They  get  inside  with
Dralistico chopping away until a spinning kick to the head
cuts him down. A poisonrana gives Vikingo a breather and a
quick  Canadian  Destroyer  sends  us  to  a  break.  Back  with
Dralistico  hitting  a  middle  rope  moonsault  to  the  floor,
followed by a springboard Codebreaker for two. They both go to
the corner, where Vikingo hits another Canadian Destroyer onto
the apron.

Cue  La  Faccion  Ingobernable  to  jump  Vikingo,  who  is  fine
enough to kick Dralistico down. A top rope double stomp gets
two but Dralistico is back with a top rope hurricanrana to the



floor. Back in and Dralistico grabs La Mistica until Vikingo
slips out. The running knees in the corner set up the 630 to
retain the title at 11:30.

Rating: B-. This was quite the step down for Vikingo, who only
got to do a few of his usual big stuff. At the same time,
there hasn’t been much of anything from him since the Omega
match, as the same flips and dives are going to lose their
impact the more you see him. As I saw Vikingo two days ago on
Ring Of Honor, this didn’t do nearly as much and I can’t say
that’s any kind of a surprise. Entertaining match, but either
give Vikingo a feud or stop featuring him so often.

Post match La Faccion beats up Vikingo to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The show was good enough to get by but it
has the traditional Rampage problem: nothing on here feels
even remotely important and there is nothing to suggest that
it is getting better. What even was the big story here? The
Club takes out someone who was friends with the Young Bucks
years ago? Hopefully they pick the pace up again next week,
because this wasn’t much of a show. At least not one worth
seeing.

Results
Jon Moxley b. Christopher Daniels – Bulldog choke
Julia Hart b. Kiera Hogan – Hartless
FTR/Jay  Lethal/Jeff  Jarrett  b.  Varsity  Athletes/Slim  J  –
Stroke to Nese
El Hijo del Vikingo b. Dralistico – 630

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Dynamite  –  April  19,  2023:
Course Correction?
Dynamite
Date: April 19, 2023
Location: Petersen Events Center, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

With just over five weeks to to before Double Or Nothing, the
card is starting to take shape. It still needs a lot to be
officially announced, but you can probably guess a lot of it
from here. Maybe we get something set up tonight, as there are
several matches that just need to be made official. Let’s get
to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is Jungle Boy to get things going but before he can get a
word out, here is Sammy Guevara to interrupt. Before he can
say anything either, here is Darby Allin to interrupt as well.
Allin says Guevara is a follower and not a champion, because
there  is  no  Guevara  Appreciation  Society.  Jungle  Boy  is
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talented, but he got his job because he was part of that
California clique.

Jungle Boy says that Allin is only here because he couldn’t
make it as a skateboarder. As for Guevara, it would be hard to
find new ways to describe how big of a scumbag he really is.
While he respects what Guevara does and the risks he takes,
Jungle Boy knows Guevara is a scumbag. Guevara brings up that
he and Allin will do whatever it takes to make it. Seeing
Allin work hard and achieve success gives Guevara a hope, like
when Allin won the TNT Title. Then Guevara did it three times,
and now it’s time for Allin to sit back and watch him win the
World Title.

Jungle Boy says he’s winning the title but here is MJF to
interrupt. After insulting the fans (for liking Britt Baker),
MJF announces a Pillars Tournament for the #1 contendership.
MJF draws a name out of a hat, which determines that Allin
gets a bye to the finals, leaving Guevara to face Jungle Boy
in a first round match tonight. I’d like to believe that the
four  way  title  match  is  still  happening,  but  there  is
something to having this be one on one. The talking was hit
and miss, but putting most people next to MJF isn’t the most
fair choice.

Britt Baker/Jamie Hayter vs. Outcasts

Believe it or not, Baker is in fact over like free beer in a
frat house in her hometown. Saraya is the outcast Outcast here
and gets to be at ringside, where she gets into it with
Baker’s mom. The fight starts in the aisle until they head
inside for the bell/a double clothesline from Hayter. Saraya
grabs Hayter’s leg but Hayter is fine enough to drive a diving
Storm  into  the  barricade.  Baker’s  attempt  at  a  Canadian
Destroyer on the floor is broken up and we take a break.

Back with Hayter hitting an AA onto the knee, allowing the hot
tag off to Baker for the house cleaning. The Lockjaw glove is



loaded up but Baker goes with an Air Raid Crash to Storm
instead. Everything breaks down and Hayter’s sliding lariat
gets two. Baker gets hit with the running hip attack in the
corner and Storm Zero gets two. Back up and a Panama Sunrise
gives Baker two on Soho, setting up Lockjaw for the win at
9:37.

Rating: B. That was all it needed to be as the fans got to go
nuts for Baker’s entrance and the Lockjaw gave Baker the win.
This wasn’t some classic but it was a fast paced opener that
gave  the  fans  a  nice  thrill.  It  also  gives  Baker  some
momentum, as Hayter has gotten a lot of the attention in
recent appearances. Good stuff here, as the hometown fans are
pleased.

Wardlow  introduces  Arn  Anderson  of  all  people  to  be  his
manager. Anderson is ready to get Wardlow’s TNT Title back.

Here is the Elite to talk about the Blackpool Combat Club.
Kenny Omega is more serious this week as he talks about what
the Club has put he and his friends through. Right now, the
Elite is out there to settle this with the Club and he wants
them here. Bryan Danielson pops up on screen to say they’re
amateurs, allowing the rest of the Club to come in for the
brawl.

With the Elite down, here is Danielson to say that the Club is
a bunch of amateurs. Don Callis follows Danielson out with a
chair but he gets caught before he can swing, sending him
running off. Danielson talks about the potential that Omega
has, but since he won’t do anything, it’s time to fix the
house. Danielson gets the screwdriver until Konosuke Takeshita
is sent out by Callis for the save. The Elite gets back up to
clear the ring as you can see Blood And Guts from here. Also,
it’s amazing how much easier Kenny Omega is to deal with when
he’s not acting like Kenny Omega.

TNT Title: Wardlow vs. Powerhouse Hobbs



Wardlow, with Arn Anderson, is challenging and we get a clip
of QT Marshall attacking Anderson two years ago (That is a
NICE touch as it gives Anderson a reason to be here and how
many  people  were  going  to  remember  that  happening?).  QT
Marshall and Harley Cameron are here too as Hobbs grabs three
straight belly to belly suplexes to start. They head outside
with Hobbs being whipped hard into the corner and the brawl
heads into the crowd. The Powerbomb Symphony is broken up
though and we take a break.

Back with Hobbs putting him on the top but a superplex attempt
is blocked. Wardlow scores with a Swanton and the slug it out.
Wardlow runs him over with a clothesline and snaps off some
German suplexes and the big wind up punch drops Hobbs again.
Cameron and Anderson get on the apron, allowing Marshall to
grab  a  QT  Cutter.  The  spinebuster  gives  Hobbs  two  and
Anderson’s finger gun sets up the DDT to drop Marshall. A
three movement Powerbomb Symphony gives Wardlow the title back
at 9:34.

Rating: B-. This was another step in the rapid fire Wardlow
rollercoaster and I’m not even sure why I should believe this
is a big step forward for him. Wardlow and Anderson is a weird
pairing but things are at least looking up for him. Now if
this means the end of the QTV stuff, things are looking up for
humanity in general.

Post match Christian Cage and Luchasaurus come out to stare
down Wardlow. Can they please slow down and let the moment
sink in for once?

MJF  interrupts  a  Sammy  Guevara  interview  and  offers  a
guaranteed title shot at Double Or Nothing….if he’ll just lay
down. That’s a no, but MJF throws in a blank check. Guevara
fills  in  the  amount  and  MJF  reluctantly  agrees,  leaving
Guevara to give him a hug (MJF isn’t pleased).

Kommander vs. Jay White



Juice Robinson is here with White. They shake hands to start
and White takes him into the corner for a loud chop as we see
Shawn Spears watching. Kommander is fine enough to hit a kick
to the head and a very multiple springboard flip dive sends
White outside. The rope walk has to be dropped as White gets
back up and sends him face first into the apron as we take a
break.

Back with White hammering away in the corner before dropping
Kommander with a chop. Kommander fights back and hits the
ropes,  setting  up  a  rather  spinny  rollup  for  two.  A
clothesline drops Kommander again but he kicks White off the
top. After two failed attempts, Kommander finally manages his
rope walk flip dive to drop White on the floor. A springboard
phoenix splash gives Kommander two and he climbs on White’s
back for something like an abdominal stretch. White isn’t
having this and suplexes him down, setting up the Blade Runner
(swinging Downward Spiral) for the pin at 10:44.

Rating: B-. This was a fun one as Kommander was trying to do
all of his complicated flippy stuff but White kept cutting him
off.  While  it  makes  all  the  sense  for  White  to  cut  off
Kommander’s high flying, I kept getting the feeling of White
cutting it off because he felt like it’s nonsense. White ran
him over in the end, which is how it should have been as he
felt like a much more well rounded star as opposed to someone
who was trying to flip around as much as he could.

Shawn Spears is not impressed so he gets pulled inside for the
brawl. Ricky Starks makes the save.

FTR is shown a clip of Mark Briscoe being jumped by the
Varsity Athletes. Since they somehow have no idea that this
happened despite them being set to team with Briscoe, they go
to check on Briscoe, who has Jeff Jarrett and company with
him. Briscoe is ready to fight but the trainer won’t let him.
Jay Lethal and Jeff Jarrett will do it instead.



Here are Chris Jericho and Adam Cole for a face to face chat.
The fans love the latter so much that Jericho has to point it
out. Cole talks about how much of an inspiration Jericho was,
to the point where Jericho inspired his catchphrase. They do
shake hands but Jericho says he has zero respect for Cole. He
wants to slap Cole in the face but Cole says he and the fans
think Jericho is a “jagoff”.

Cole thinks the real Jericho is an insecure stupid idiot and
gets in his face. Jericho says you never want to meet your
idols and Cole doesn’t want to meet him. There’s the slap to
Cole,  triggering  the  brawl.  Cue  the  Jericho  Appreciation
Society but Britt Baker runs in for the save and goes after
Jericho. Cue the Outcasts (who just happened to be under the
ring) to jump Baker and Jericho handcuffs Cole to the ropes. A
kendo stick emerges and Cole has to watch Saraya get in some
rather lame stick shots on Baker. It was a solid idea for a
segment  and  Cole/Baker’s  selling  more  than  made  it,  but
Saraya’s stick shots were pretty horrible.

Jeff Hardy will speak on Rampage.

Jericho Appreciation Society vs. Acclaimed/Billy Gunn

The Society jump them before the bell and apparently if the
Acclaimed and Gunn lose, they have to join the team until
Double Or Nothing. The Acclaimed fights up and hits Scissor Me
Timbers on Parker as we take a break. Back with Bowens coming
in to slug it out with Menard but Parker gets in a cheap shot
with the loaded comb (egads) for two on Bowens. Gunn takes
said comb away and breaks it, setting up the Arrival and Mic
Drop for the pin at 6:21. This was your “stop putting half the
match in the break” match of the week and while there wasn’t
enough shown to rate, PLEASE let the Acclaimed move on to
ANYTHING else.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

Four Pillars Tournament First Round: Sammy Guevara vs. Jungle



Boy

Tay Melo comes out to the stage with Guevara but doesn’t stay.
Jungle Boy sends him outside for a dive to start but Guevara
switches places with him for a dive of his own. Back in and
Guevara hits a super Spanish Fly to leave both of them down as
we’re  now  a  minute  in.  As  Darby  Allin  watches  from  the
rafters, they go to the apron for a standoff until Guevara
knees him out of the air. Another Spanish Fly to the floor
plants Jungle Boy on the floor and we take a break.

Back with Jungle Boy fighting out of trouble, including a hard
clothesline. They head to the floor for an apron bomb from
Jungle Boy, followed by a top rope Canadian Destroyer for two
back inside. Guevara is back with a top rope cutter before
flipping Jungle Boy into a DDT (ouch) for two. The GTH is
countered into a poisonrana and the running forearm to the
back of Guevara’s head but Jungle Boy can’t follow up.

The Snare Trap sends Guevara over to the ropes so Jungle Boy
goes up. One heck of a running dropkick sends Jungle Boy HARD
into the corner of the ringside table. Guevara breaks up the
count at eight though and here is MJF to pull Jungle Boy out
of the ring (behind the referee’s back). A big shot with the
diamond ring knocks Jungle Boy cold, allowing the referee to
pick up his count at nine for the countout at 11:39.

Rating: B. This was a very modern style match with a bunch of
flips and dives packed in. That doesn’t exactly make for a
great match but it does make for something fun. At the same
time, MJF costing Jungle Boy the match makes sense for him as
he fears Jungle Boy quite a bit, though I’m curious if that
ending  is  going  to  give  them  an  out  to  get  all  three
challengers to Double Or Nothing.

MJF and Guevara celebrate as Darby Allin is not pleased to end
the show.

Overall Rating: B. They did a lot here, though some of it was



a little odd. I’m not entirely sold on the tournament for a
title shot when they have seemingly been building towards a
four way, but Jungle Boy losing via countout/cheating leaves a
lot of doors open. Other than that, you had some good action
and a title change, though this show felt like a bit of an
adjustment on the way to Double Or Nothing rather than setting
things up.

Results
Britt Baker/Jamie Hayter b. Outcasts – Lockjaw to Soho
Wardlow b. Powerhouse Hobbs – Powerbomb Symphony
Jay White b. Kommander – Bladerunner
Acclaimed/Billy Gunn b. Jericho Appreciation Society – Mic
Drop to Parker
Sammy Guevara b. Jungle Boy via countout
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Monday Night Raw – August 30,
1999: The Saving Grace?
Monday Night Raw
Date: August 30, 1999
Location: FleetCenter, Boston, Massachusetts
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

As usual, it’s been a minute since we’ve been here and things
have been changing a bit. HHH is the new WWF Champion, having
defeated Mankind last week. He also successfully defended the
title against the Rock last week on the debut of a new show
called Smackdown. We’re on the way to Unforgiven and the card
needs to get started so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here is the Rock to get things going and yep the people seem
to like him. After declaring that he is FINALLY in Boston
again, Rock blames a wannabe cowboy commissioner named Shawn
Michaels for costing him the WWF Title on Smackdown. Rock is
going to take Shawn’s little cowboy hat, spin his six shooter
around, and stick it, uh, somewhere. He calls out HHH for a
fight but doesn’t get him, which sends Rock to the back to
find HHH himself. We cut to the Rock in the back, where HHH,
Chyna and Shane McMahon all jump him in a hallway. Mankind
makes the save.

Here are Shane McMahon and the Mean Street Posse for a chat.
Shane has heard that Rock and Mankind want a WWF Title shot
tonight  so  they  can  have  it….if  they  can  defeat  their
respective opponents. We’ll start with the Rock, who gets to
face the Undertaker in a no holds barred, falls count anywhere
match. As for Mankind, Shane beat him last week but first,
Mankind attacked the Mean Street Posse. That’s why tonight,
Mankind has to beat all of them RIGHT NOW!
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Mankind vs. Mean Street Posse

If Mankind wins, he gets a WWF Title shot against HHH tonight.
Oh and Shane McMahon will be the guest referee! As expected,
it’s a triple teaming to start but Mankind fights back like
he’s Mankind and they’re the Mean Street Posse. The beating is
on with Mankind hitting the running knee in the corner on
Rodney but Joey Abs gets in a chair shot (behind Shane’s back
of course) for a breaker.

Back in and Joey (with his foot in a cast) stomps away as Pete
throws in a trashcan. Shane misses the beating but does stop
to yell at them, allowing a double suplex to get two on
Mankind. Joey’s street sign hits Rodney by mistake but Shane
has hurt his ankle. A shovel to the head drops Joey but Shane
won’t count. That earns Shane the Mandible Claw, which draws
in HHH for the brawl. The match is thrown out with Mankind
being  declared  the  winner  by  DQ,  but  Shane  makes  the
correction  (as  Lilian  Garcia  seemed  to  mess  up).

Rating: C-. There was only so much you could get out of this
was it wasn’t going to be anything more than a joke. That’s
what the Posse was there for, but they didn’t bother trying to
do anything more than goofy nonsense. They had to have a way
to  keep  Mankind  from  getting  the  title  shot  and  these
shenanigans are as good as they could have done, all things
considered.

Undertaker, with Big Show and Paul Bearer, isn’t worried about
facing the Rock tonight. He’s ready to shove a soup bone down
Rock’s throat, as Undertaker isn’t exactly speaking like his
normal self here.

Undertaker vs. The Rock

No Holds Barred and Falls Count Anywhere, which is different
than hardcore because there’s probably going to be a hardcore
match later. Undertaker has Big Show and Paul Bearer with him
and Rock gets a WWF Title match later tonight if he wins.



Actually never mind, as Undertaker doesn’t think Rock has
earned the right to do this so Big Show is doing it instead.

Big Show vs. The Rock

Same everything as before as that’s a lot to type again.
Undertaker is on commentary (that’s a WEIRD one) and Rock is
in street clothes as he punches away at Show to start. A
clothesline puts Show on the floor but he sends Rock into the
barricade to slow him down. Rock is fine enough to hit a
Russian legsweep on the ramp but Show knocks him down again
without too much trouble.

Back in and Show misses a charge into the corner so they head
right back to the floor. Rock slips out of a ram into the post
though and puts on a headset, offering to slap the dead off
Undertaker’s  head.  A  right  hand  drops  Undertaker  but  the
distraction lets Show chokeslam Rock through the announcers’
table for the pin. Lilian: “Your winner, the Undertaker!”

Rating: C. This didn’t have time to go anywhere, but at least
they  got  in  a  hardcore  match  in  about  three  and  a  half
minutes. Throw in the fact that they managed to have two of
the three biggest heroes in the company lose in the first 40
or so minutes of the show and that’s not too bad. That’s a
rather Russo style show for you and I have a feeling it’s
going to get even worse.

Post match HHH comes out to go after Rock but Undertaker grabs
him  by  the  throat.  Cue  Mankind  to  go  after  Show  and
Undertaker,  allowing  HHH  to  escape.

Al Snow is rather upset about Big Boss Man stealing his dog
Pepper. As he pleas for people to help him, we can hear sounds
of some rather adult actions taking place off screen.

Here is Big Boss Man for a chat. He asks for and gets Al Snow
out here, with Boss Man saying Snow lived up to his end of the
bargain on SmackDown. Then Snow was crying on Heat and Boss



Man got the feeling. Snow keeps asking where Pepper is and
Boss Man tells him to come to his hotel this week on Smackdown
and he’ll get Pepper back. They even shake on it.

We look back at Chris Jericho putting Road Dogg through a
table on Smackdown and injuring his back, putting Dogg on the
shelf for a long time.

X-Pac vs. Taka Michinoku

Funaki is here with Taka. X-Pac hammers away to start but
Funaki gets in a cheap shot. Taka knocks him outside and gets
in a few shots, only to miss a moonsault back inside. A sitout
powerbomb sets up the Bronco Buster and the X Factor for the
fast pin on Taka.

Rating: C. X-Pac is in a weird place here as he’s too big to
be fighting these smaller guys but not big enough to be in the
main event scene. What matters is the fans are behind him
though and he is more than good enough in the ring to back it
up. They just have to find the right way to use him though and
this was just a way to keep him warm.

Post match X-Pac takes out an invading Funaki as well. X-Pac
says he wants the big guys.

Edge and Christian vs. The Acolytes vs. The Hollys vs. The
Hardys

Elimination rules and the winners get a Tag Team Title match.
It’s a brawl to start but Viscera, Mideon, Prince Albert,
Droz, Stevie Richards and the Blue Meanie come in for the no
contest. In a four way elimination match. In about a minute.
The referees breaking it up takes longer than the match.

Here is the Rock to say Undertaker and Big Show didn’t impress
anyone so he wants a handicap match tonight. First though, he
wants to stick Undertaker’s head inside Big Show. Mickey Mouse
tattoos are mentioned as well. Cue Mankind to say he didn’t



like the Rock at some point, but now the people want and need
him to be the Rock’s partner for a shot at the Tag Team
Titles. Mankind even loads up Rock’s catchphrase but Rock cuts
him  off  and  says  sure.  Just  DON’T  YOU  EVER  steal  his
catchphrases  again,  but  Mankind  even  rips  off  the  IF  YOU
SMELL, which has Rock annoyed.

Here is Meat, with Terri Runnels, for a chat, but Terri hits
on the Rock on the way up the ramp. He isn’t impressed. Hold
on though as we get a GTV segment of Meat and Marianna, shall
we say enjoying each other behind the interview set earlier.
Terri goes after Meat but here are Marianna and Chaz (her
boyfriend) for the big brawl.

Miss Kitty helps with Debra’s hair because the hair stylist
has no idea what she is doing.

Jeff Jarrett/Mark Henry vs. D’Lo Brown/Billy Gunn

Debra and Miss Kitty are here with Jarrett and here is Chyna
to do commentary. Brown clotheslines Jarrett down to start and
something like a Sky High gets two. Jeff gets in a shot of his
own and it’s Henry coming in for a gorilla press drop. Choking
on  the  rope  ensues  as  Kitty  works  on  Debra’s  hair.  A
clothesline puts Brown down as Chyna promises to get revenge
and Jeff Jarrett’s Intercontinental Title. Brown gets in a
shot of his own and everything breaks down. The distraction
lets  Chyna  come  in  with  the  guitar….which  hits  Gunn  by
mistake, giving Jarrett the pin.

Rating: C. It wasn’t even four minutes long but it was nice to
have a pretty run of the mill tag match until the screwy
ending. There is nothing wrong with putting two potential
title matches together, but Chyna seems more likely to get the
Intercontinental Title shot (signing a contract helps). That’s
more interesting than Gunn, which is the case with just about
anything.

Test names Pat Patterson and Gerald Brisco the best men for



his wedding to Stephanie McMahon. Whichever has the better
memory gets to hold the ring.

Gangrel vs. Ken Shamrock

Gangrel has the Hardys with him, with commentary getting on
Lilian Garcia for not calling them the New Brood. The bell
rings and you can hear what sounds like a fire extinguisher
putting out the Brood’s ring of fire entrance. Shamrock goes
for the leg to start and Gangrel heads straight to the floor.
Gangrel slugs away outside but the Hardys’ distraction is
enough to get them ejected. Back in and Shamrock can’t quite
get the ankle lock so Gangrel elbows him in the face. Shamrock
kicks away and elbows him in the face, setting up the ankle
lock for the tap.

Rating: C. It’s almost weird to see a match from this era
getting about five minutes and of all their options, it’s
Gangrel vs. Ken Shamrock? Gangrel wasn’t the biggest threat to
Shamrock but it was nice to have him doing something other
than drinking red liquid. Shamrock was in a weird place at
this point and needs something to do, as just beating up
Gangrel isn’t the most interesting.

Post match avowed Jericholic Howard Finkel introduces Chris
Jericho, who says he isn’t coming out here to fight Shamrock.
Instead,  Shamrock  can  show  up  at  Smackdown  and  clean  his
boots. Shamrock gives a slow motion chase.

Mankind wants to do the People’s Elbow but Rock tells him to
stick with the sock gimmick. Mankind: “Mr. Socko.”

Here is Women’s Champion Ivory for a chat. After yelling at
Michael Cole for undressing her with his eyes, she declares
that she is not a sl**. Tori on the other hand is, so here is
Tori to jump Ivory (and hitting Cole in the process), with
Luna Vachon and Jacqueline coming in to join the brawl.

We look at Big Show chokeslamming Rock through the announcers’



table earlier.

Tag Team Titles: Big Show/Undertaker vs. Mankind/The Rock

Show and Undertaker are defending and Show hammers Mankind
down to start as Undertaker doesn’t look overly interested.
Undertaker gets in some shots to Mankind on the floor, with
Rock having to make a save back inside. The bearhug goes on
(showing how big Show really is) until Mankind punches his way
to freedom. With that not working, Show punches him outside
for another beating from Undertaker.

Mankind gets dropped on what is left of the broken announcers’
table  as  Paul  Bearer  comes  out.  Bearer  says  something  to
Undertaker, who walks out as Mankind gets in a shot of his
own. The hot tag brings in Rock to clean house, only to have
Show plant him with a chokeslam. Mankind’s chair is knocked
into his face before Show’s delayed cover gets two on Rock.
The referee gets bumped though and Rock BLASTS Show in the
head with the chair. A double People’s Elbow gives Rock the
pin and the titles.

Rating: C. This was another rare match that got some time and
it helps a little bit, but there were so many things going on
through the match that you can only get so much out of it.
Between the chair shot, the ref bump and the Bearer/Undertaker
stuff, it was hard to get into things. Throw in the fact that
the Tag Team Titles mean nothing and this is little more than
a big pop at the end without much else going on to get there.
Kind of like most of the Attitude Era when you think about it.

Overall Rating: C+. It was another show with all kinds of
stuff going on at the same time, but the addition of Smackdown
can help things out a bit. If nothing else, it is nice to see
some  of  the  rapid  fire  stories  siphoned  off  to  Smackdown
instead of doing everything on Raw for a change. It was a show
with a bit more coherent string of stories throughout and we
should  be  in  for  some  good  things  on  the  way  towards



Unforgiven. Nice stuff here, with Smackdown possibly being the
saving grace.
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Rampage – April 14, 2023: The
Rampage Special
Rampage
Date: April 14, 2023
Location: UW-Milwaukee Panther Arena, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Commentators: Jim Ross, Excalibur, Tony Schiavone

We are about a month and a half away from Double Or Nothing
but this week’s show has a bit of an international feeling.
The major advertised match will see Aussie Open, the new IWGP
Tag Team Champions Aussie Open defending against the Best
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Friends. Other than that, we should get at least some stories
advanced with the action to back it up. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

IWGP Tag Team Titles: Aussie Open vs. Best Friends

Aussie Open (Kyle Fletcher/Mark Davis) is defending with Davis
running Trent over to start. As Excalibur lists off all kinds
of former champions, what happened recently and what is coming
tonight (taking about a minute to do so), Trent hits a high
crossbody to take over on Fletcher. That doesn’t last long
though as Fletcher drops him on top and the Best Friends are
sent outside.

The Friends are rammed into each other before the hand off
suplex drops Trent for two back inside. We take a break and
come  back  with  Chuck  saving  Trent  and  a  double  chokeslam
putting Davis down. We get the Big Hug and a Doomsday knee
gets two on Fletcher. Back up and Davis kicks Chuck into a
spinning Tombstone, followed by a nasty piledriver to Trent.
The double clothesline sets up Coriolis to retain the titles
at 9:45.

Rating: C+. Nice stuff here as the Aussies get a win to
establish themselves a bit better. The Best Friends are going
to be over no matter what they do so there is little for them
to lose in something like this. The match was energetic enough
to be a featured showdown on Rampage and that’s a pretty good
place to be.

Mark Briscoe isn’t sure that he’s on the same page as Sonjay
Dutt and company, because apparently a misleading statement
leads to a legally binding agreement. Dutt talks to Briscoe
about working together and even has a shirt with the entire
stables’ faces on it. Isn’t this more or less the same thing
as Matt Hardy (also a legendary tag wrestler) with the Firm?
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Here is FTR for a chat. It took them two years and five months
to get the AEW Tag Team Titles back. There has been some
speculation about their futures, but they have signed with AEW
for another four years. They are retiring when their contracts
are  done,  but  for  the  next  four  years,  you’re  getting
everything they have because they want to be the best team
ever.

This is their redemption story after they have been beaten
down. They have fought and fought to be here and the only
difference between themselves and the fans is having the fans
in their corner. They have four years left and it will be
awesome. Top guys out. It’s nice to have some clarification
for their futures and they’re back on top, where they should
be.

The Hardys, Isiah Kassidy and Hook are glad to have Jeff Hardy
back, after a rough nine months. They are ready for their
match against the Firm so Matt and Private Party can be free
from their contracts. The match will take place at the Hardy
Compound (oh geez) as Matt seems Broken again.

Wardlow had no comment on destroying Powerhouse Hobbs’ card.
Hobbs is mad, but he’s ready to destroy Wardlow in their TNT
Title match next week.

Mark Briscoe/Jeff Jarrett/Satnam Singh/Jay Lethal vs. Spanish
Announce Project/Jake Manning

Briscoe and company have Sonjay Dutt with them and the brawl
is on fast. Dutt trips Manning down and Briscoe isn’t happy,
leading to everything breaking down. Singh comes in for a
gorilla press and chokeslam, setting up the Froggy Bow to
finish Manning at 2:00.

Video on the Blackpool Combat Club vs. the Elite.

Taya Valkyrie vs. Emi Sakura



Taya chops away to start and hits a running elbow in the
corner to rock Sakura. The running knees make it worse and
Taya powering out of a waistlock doesn’t help. The Road To
Valhalla is loaded up but here are Leila Grey and Jade Cargill
for a distraction. Sakura drops Taya and we take a break. Back
with Taya hitting a sliding German suplex but another Cargill
distraction lets Sakura send Taya into the steps. Back in and
Taya has had enough of this, setting up a spear into the Road
To Valhalla for the pin at 8:33.

Rating: C+. It was nice to see Taya having to work for a win
for a change as she continues to be built up for Cargill.
Sakura is someone who has done well enough to make this mean
something and Taya getting a win helps enough. Good match
here, and now the question is whether Taya can take the title
from Jade. I mean she probably won’t, but it’s nice to see her
having more of a chance than most.

Post match Grey comes in but gets Road To Valhalled as well.
Cargill comes in and slugs it out with Taya but Leila breaks
up the Road To Valhalla. Jade plants her with Jaded to stand
tall. It’s so nice to see Jade having an actual challenge to
one  of  her  upcoming  title  defenses  rather  than  the  next
designated victim.

Jose The Assistant challenges El Hijo del Vikingo for a AAA
Mega Title shot on behalf of Dralistico.

The Jericho Appreciation Society “raps” about the Acclaimed.
Cue the Acclaimed, with Caster not even bothering to rap. The
beating is on, with Billy Gunn whipping out some scissors to
try to cut off Matt Menard’s hard nipples. The challenge is
thrown out for Dynamite.

Jungle Boy and Shawn Spears are ready for the main event.
Spears isn’t friends with MJF anymore but he wants the World
Title too. If beating Jungle Boy gets him that much closer, so
be it.



Here’s what’s coming on upcoming shows.

Jungle Boy vs. Shawn Spears

Spears rolls him up for two (and a ten) but Jungle Boy hits a
dropkick for a ten of his own. They both go to the floor where
the other can tease a dive but pull up at the last second.
Spears gets sent into the barricade as we see Darby Allin and
Sammy Guevara watching in the back. Jungle Boy gets sent over
the barricade and we take a break.

Back with an exchange of near falls until Spears pump kicks
him down. Jungle Boy hits a clothesline for his own knockdown
though and they both get a breather. A rollup gives Jungle Boy
two but Spears is back with a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker. Spears
goes for a cradle but Jungle Boy stacks him up for the pin at
9:04.

Rating: C. This was a completely watchable match which never
broke through to the next level. In other words, it was a
Shawn Spears match and little more. Spears is one of the good
hands around here who won’t give you a bad match but also
won’t get anywhere beyond his ceiling. Jungle Boy gets another
win  to  keep  up  the  brilliant  yet  shockingly  simple  build
towards Double Or Nothing of “have challengers win matches”.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a show that existed, with a bunch
of stuff that didn’t really mean much and Jungle Boy getting a
win in the main event. That’s Rampage in a nutshell for the
most part and it isn’t something you need to see in any way.
It’s a complete watchable show, but the big draw of this show
was  a  guest  team  defending  another  company’s  titles  and
finding out what is going to happen on Dynamite. That’s not
the most interesting hour.

Results
Aussie Open b. Best Friends – Coriolis to Chuck
Mark Briscoe/Jeff Jarrett/Satnam Singh/Jay Lethal b. Spanish
Announce Project/Jake Manning – Froggy Bow to Manning



Taya Valkyrie b. Emi Sakura – Road To Valhalla
Jungle Boy b. Shawn Spears – Cradle

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Battle Of The Belts VI: They
Still Don’t Got It
Battle Of The Belts VI
Date: April 7, 2023
Location: Ryan Center, Kingston, Rhode Island
Commentators: Excalibur, Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone

It’s time for another of these specials, which as you might
have guessed, are all about titles. These do not tend to
feature  many  title  changes  and  this  edition’s  card  was
announced  with  about  ten  minutes  to  go  in  this  week’s
Dynamite. This could go in a variety of ways but there are
some interesting matches on the show. Let’s get to it.
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International Title: Orange Cassidy vs. Dralistico

Cassidy, with the Best Friends, is defending, and runs into
Julia Hart, who was still at ringside after the main event of
Rampage. Dralistico, with La Faccion Ingobernable, bails to
the  floor  to  start  before  throwing  some  of  his  gear  at
Cassidy. They go with some grappling and Cassidy gets taken
down, leaving him glancing up at Dralistico. A hurricanrana
sends Cassidy outside, where the seconds get into a staredown.

Back in and Cassidy fires off some lazy chops before taking
him by the hand and walking the ropes. Instead of hitting him,
Cassidy puts a hand in the pocket and casually jumps down. A
dropkick sends Dralistico to the floor and poses, just to rub
it  in  a  bit.  Jose  the  Assistant  crotches  Cassidy  on  top
though, leaving Dralistico to hit a big dive to break up the
brawl on the floor.

Everyone else fights up the ramp and we take a break. Back
with  Cassidy  hitting  a  Michinoku  Driver  for  two  and  the
tornado DDT for the same. Dralistico Codebreakers him for two
and they both go to the top to slug it out. They go back to
the mat with Dralistico grabbing a Fujiwara armbar to send
Cassidy over to the rope. A Canadian Destroyer into a spinning
kick to the head gives Dralistico two more. Cassidy is sent
outside  and  punches  Jose  the  Assistant  down.  Back  in  and
Dralistico’s spinning knee to the face is countered into a
small package for two. Cassidy hits the Orange Punch to retain
at 10:49.

Rating: C. Not a bad match here, but there was almost no drama
about the idea of Dralistico winning the title. It also didn’t
exactly feel special when Cassidy has been on TV so often
lately as it isn’t a special defense just just the next one.
Cassidy is being built up for a major match though as the
person who beats him is going to feel like a big deal.

Post  match  Cassidy  is  badly  favoring  his  hand,  which  was



already banged up after punching Buddy Matthews’ mast last
week. The House of Black pops up on screen and says that was
impressive before Buddy Matthews issues the challenge for the
title match.

We look back at Dynamite.

Mark Briscoe says he has a lot left and is looking forward to
the Lucha Bros’ match tonight. Jay Lethal comes in to ask how
long they’ve known each other. Jay Lethal comes in to say
everyone is still proud of Mark and they’ve known each other
for  over  twenty  years.  Lethal  offers  to  have  them  work
together and they shake hands. Jeff Jarrett/Satnam Singh and
Sonjay Dutt come in but Mark isn’t sure about this.

TBS Title: Jade Cargill vs. Billie Starkz

Starkz  is  challenging  and  doesn’t  like  Jade  not  being
impressed. Jade talks trash and gets slapped in the face,
earning a ram into the corner. A backbreaker keeps Starkz in
trouble  and  Jade  spanks  her,  only  to  get  caught  in  a
Backstabber. Starkz’s sunset flip is broken and Jade sends her
outside as we take a break.

Back with Jade dropping her again but Jaded is countered into
a hurricanrana. Jade is sent outside and a running dropkick to
the back connects. Back in and a Downward Spiral drops Jade
but she gets her knees up to block a Swanton. The pump kick
sets up Jaded to retain the title at 8:35.

Rating: C+. Starkz was trying here but again, there was no
reason to believe that she was going to win the title. At the
end of the day, Jade’s title reign has been built up as such a
big deal that it is going to take something special to beat
her. Starkz is talented, but she isn’t going to come here and
be the big streak breaker.

Post match Taya Valkyrie comes out and takes Jade down. Road
To Valhalla is blocked though and Jade bails.



Brandon Cutler and Michael Nakazawa are the only ones left of
the Elite right now but they’re going to stand up to the
bullies in the Blackpool Combat Club.

The Lucha Bros and QT Marshall/Powerhouse Hobbs are ready for
a fight.

Ring  Of  Honor  Tag  Team  Titles:  Lucha  Bros  vs.  QT
Marshall/Powerhouse  Hobbs

The Lucha Bros are defending. Penta does his pose at Marshall
to start and they trade a few flips until both miss their
finishers. Marshall gets knocked into the corner so it’s Hobbs
coming in to go nose to nose with Penta. Hobbs knocks Marshall
to the floor by mistake and everything breaks down, only to
have Hobbs run Penta over. Fenix gets pulled out of the air
and a slam plants Fenix hard. Penta tries to chop both of them
down so it’s a double shoulder to drop him instead.

We take a break and come back with Penta still in trouble but
managing a Sling Blade on Marshall. The Backstabber out of the
corner allowing the tag off to Fenix as everything breaks
down. The wheelbarrow splash gets two on Marshall and a top
rope splash is good for the same with Hobbs making the save.
An exchange of kicks to the head leaves everyone staggered so
Hobbs runs Fenix over.

Marshall hits his cutter but Fenix takes him down again to
leave everyone down again. Back in and Marshall gets kicked
down again, followed by a top rope splash for two more. Hobbs
runs both Bros over but Penta is back up, drawing in the rest
of the QTV crew. Aaron Solo gets some of Harley Cameron’s
spray into Fenix’s eyes for two. Penta gets powerbombed onto
the  apron  but  Fenix  reverses  Marshall’s  suplex  into  a
hurricanrana for the pin to retain the titles at 14:44.

Rating: B-. The Bros are awesome, Hobbs was treated like a
monster and Marshall is still a good hand. Everything they did
in the ring was good enough, but again the lack of drama hurt



this a bit. The inclusion of Marshall brings everything down
and there is no real way around that. Hobbs defending his own
title would have been more interesting/useful, at Marshall
just isn’t going to be seen as a potential champion.

Overall Rating: C+. Ever since this show began, it has felt
like something AEW has to do rather than wants to do and that
was the case again there. The main event is good enough but
it’s nothing you wouldn’t see topped on any given Dynamite.
None of the titles felt like they were in jeopardy as we will
now have gone over a year since the last time a title changed
hands at one of these shows. It’s nothing you’ll be mad at
yourself for watching, but there’s no reason to watch this
show.

Results
Orange Cassidy b. Dralistico – Orange Punch
Jade Cargill b. Billie Starkz – Jaded
Lucha Bros b. QT Marshall/Powerhouse Hobbs – Hurricanrana to
Marshall
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Rampage  –  March  25,  2023:
They Can Do Better
Rampage
Date: March 25, 2023
Location: Cable Dahmer Arena, Independence, Missouri
Commentators: Excalibur, Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone

It’s  a  rare  Saturday  Rampage  this  week  due  to  the  NCAA
Tournament. The show is coming off a pretty strong Dynamite
this week so it has its work cut out for it. You never know
what you might get on Rampage, which can make the show that
much more interesting a lot of the time. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

TNT Title: Penta El Cero Miedo vs. Powerhouse Hobbs

Hobbs, with the QTV crew, is defending and they strike it out
to start. Miedo knocks him to the floor but the dive is cut
off, allowing Hobbs to hammer away. There’s a posting to drop
Miedo again before Hobbs whips him hard into the corner back
inside. Hobbs slowly beats him down and plants Miedo for two
as we take a break.

Back with Miedo hitting a Sling Blade and a Backstabber out of
the corner gets two. Hobbs isn’t having that and runs Miedo
over before starting to get serious. Town Business is broken
up though and Miedo superkicks him to the floor, setting up
the big flip dive. A top rope double stomp on the apron sets
up another one inside for two as Hobbs barely kicks out. QT
Marshall offers a distraction though and Miedo has to deal
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with Aaron Solo. That lets Hobbs hit a belt shot into Town
Business to retain at 10:35.

Rating: C. So now Hobbs has gone from a monster to needing QT
Marshall  to  win  the  title  to  needing  distractions  from
Marshall/Solo and a belt shot to retain. How any promotion can
manage to screw up something like this is beyond me, but at
least QTV is getting some extra attention. Why not just give
Marshall the title and call it a day?

Post match Hobbs goes after Alex Abrahantes but Rey Fenix
makes the save with a hammer.

We recap the Young Bucks getting attacked on Dynamite and Don
Callis being up to some shenanigans after Kenny Omega beat
Hijo del Vikingo.

Jeff Cobb wants Omega on Dynamite.

Here is Ricky Starks for a chat. He feels like he has been
talking enough lately and now he wants Juice Robinson out here
for a fight. Cue Robinson to say he is being called out so
it’s time for Starks to take a beating. Robinson changes his
mind so Starks comes after him, only to have Robinson bail
into the crowd. They’re not fighting in Missouri, so they’ll
do it in two weeks in New York. This story still isn’t exactly
clicking.

Jay Lethal praises Jeff Jarrett, who wants respect from the
delusional AEW fans. Sonjay Dutt says they’re coming for the
Tag Team Titles. Satnam Singh stands there.

Brody King vs. Jake Hager

Julia Hart is here with King. They shove/knock each other
around to start with neither getting very far. An exchange of
running forearms to the face doesn’t work so King chops him
hard to the floor instead. King whips him into the barricade
but Hager does the exact same thing (just to King instead).



We take a break and come back with King hitting a Boss Man
Slam for two. King clotheslines him in the corner but misses
the Cannonball. The Vader Bomb hits King’s raised knees though
and King hits a clothesline for two. Cue Anna Jay to post Hart
and Hager rolls King up for two. That just annoys King enough
to Samoan driver Hager for the pin at 7:17.

Rating: C+. Hager still doesn’t feel like the most important
member of the roster but at least he put King over here to
make up for some of last week’s loss to Daniel Garcia. King is
someone who could be a big monster and now he needs to be
built back up to make it more of a possibility. This is a nice
start, but the Jericho Appreciation Society beating him a few
more times wouldn’t stun me.

Swerve Strickland is ready to finish Dustin Rhodes and Keith
Lee when he wants to. For now, he has a fresh affiliate
(Tec-9?) and is coming after them.

Leila Grey vs. Taya Valkyrie

Jade Cargill and Mark Sterling are here with Grey. A lot of
trash is talked to start before Taya runs her over with a
clothesline. Some right hands set up the Road To Valhalla to
finish Grey at 1:13.

Post  match  Sterling  yells  at  Taya  and  gets  the  Road  To
Valhalla too.

Video on the Kingdom vs. Acclaimed.

Here’s what’s coming on Dynamite.

Kingdom vs. Acclaimed

Matt Menard, with Angelo Parker, is on commentary, Maria is
here  with  the  Kingdom  and  Billy  Gunn  is  here  with  the
Acclaimed. Maria offers a fast distraction so Taven can knock
Caster into the corner. Bennett comes in, decks Bowens, and
goes back to Caster, who gets in a forearm of his own. It’s



off to Bowens for a neckbreaker on Bennett and there’s Scissor
Me Timbers. Scissoring ensues and we take a break.

Back with Taven kicking Caster in the face for two and the
Kingdom gives Billy a crotch chop. Maria tries to slip in a
shoe but Billy chases her off. Cue Top Flight (because this
match needs a team on commentary, a team interfering and two
managers) to chase her off. Bowens comes in off the tag and
starts to clean house, including a running Fameasser from
behind to Taven. Bennett is sent outside and it’s the Arrival
into the Mic Drop for the pin on Taven at 9:50.

Rating: C+. Pretty good here as it’s nice to have a team as
talented as the Kingdom around, but they were only around to
help reheat the Acclaimed. It’s a shame to see the Acclaimed
fall as fast as they have. They’re still talented and popular,
but they have gone from the most over team in AEW to main
eventing  Rampage  against  a  team  who  haven’t  really  been
established around here. Oh and they get Menard and Parker
next, just in case they needed even weaker competition.

Scissoring  ensues  after  the  match,  with  the  Jericho
Appreciation  Society  approving  to  end  the  show.

Overall Rating: C. It wasn’t a bad show but it felt like a
rather typical Rampage, with little in the way of important
stories. This week didn’t even have anything resembling a
great match, making this feel like a rather hard punt. That’s
fine for the tournament show, but it would still be nice to
have this show feel a lot more important. Or for Hobbs to not
be playing second fiddle to QTV, but that is looking more and
more like a lost cause. Anyway, decent show this week, but
absolutely nothing you need to see.

Results
Powerhouse Hobbs b. Penta El Cero Miedo – Town Business
Brody King b. Jake Hager – Samoan driver
Taya Valkyrie b. Leila Grey – Road To Valhalla



Acclaimed b. Kingdom – Mic Drop to Taven

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Dynamite  –  March  15,  2023:
That’s A Lot In One Show
Dynamite
Date: March 15, 2023
Location: Canada Life Centre, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

We’re in Canada this week and that means it is time for…well
it doesn’t really mean much but the All-Atlantic Title is now
the International Title with Orange Cassidy defending against
Jeff Jarrett. Other than that we have MJF’s Re-bar Mitzvah,
which should be quite the spectacle. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.
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Here is MJF, complete with four women (one of who he kisses)
and a chyron that says “Jewish AF” for the Re-Bar Mitzvah. He
already had one of these back when he was a kid and it was
awesome. Now though, he has beaten Bryan Danielson so it is
time to do it again on the big stage because HE IS IRON MAN.
MJF says hit the music so here are a bunch of people with a
chair, meaning it’s time to dance in a circle (which I believe
is a religious tradition)…but here is Jungle Boy to interrupt.

Then it’s Sammy Guevara coming out as well. We’re only missing
Darby Allin and as soon as Sammy says “oh Max”, here is Darby
to complete the Four Pillars. MJF yells at them for ruining
this and asks what they want. All three together: “I want a
title match!” (that was clever). Jungle Boy talks about facing
MJF at Double Or Nothing 2020, after which Jungle Boy was on
Dark and Elevation and Rampage, where MJF never has been. It’s
time to change things for MJF and that starts by taking the
World Title.

MJF says the company revolves around him, because he is an
actual star. Guevara cuts him off and says MJF bought his way
into this company. Guevara was only going to be the bump guy
for Jericho but he got over on his own. He’s going to be World
Champion one day because he is the best ever and you know it.
MJF says we appreciate Guevara taking his time out of getting
into backstage brawls but Allin cuts him off (a theme is
developing here) as well.

Back in 2013, Allin was in film school and turned in a film
that the teacher said had to be changed because the school
wouldn’t accept it. Allin dropped out of school instead and
went to wrestling school, where he said he wasn’t changing a
thing. Then he was in Tony Khan’s office and said there would
never be a bidding war or him. AEW lets him be himself and
there won’t be a bidding war of 2024 like MJF, who wants out
of here.

MJF  isn’t  having  this  and  says  Guevara  is  going  to  be



proposing to a new girl in seven months. Guevara: “Didn’t your
fiance leave you?” MJF says he’s the only one who doesn’t have
a legend helping him out and that is why he is the only one of
the Pillars who can hold this place up. He is off to have his
cake so thank you, screw you, bye (for the extra Cornette
heat). Then MJF goes into the cake. This was long (too long
really), but having these four in the ring, likely setting up
a huge four way, is a great thing.

Chris Jericho received an honor from the Winnipeg government,
with his home street being honorarily named as “Chris Jericho
Way”. That’s pretty cool.

Hangman Page/Dark Order vs. Blackpool Combat Club

It’s Evil Uno/Canada’s Stu Grayson for the Order. Castagnoli
takes Uno down and it’s Yuta coming in to take him down again.
Grayson comes in to clean some house, including landing on
Castagnoli’s face. Everything breaks down and Grayson is taken
outside, with a triple spike piledriver dropping him hard as
we take a break (because two World Champions spiking a goof on
his  head  on  the  floor  is  a  spot  that  sends  us  to  a
commercial).

Back with Moxley hitting another piledriver for two on Grayson
(with no one making the save). Grayson manages a knockdown of
his  own  and  it’s  the  hot  tag  to  Page  to  clean  house.
Everything breaks down and Uno hits a Swanton on Yuta. The
parade  of  shots  to  the  face  sets  up  Grayson  Cactus
Clotheslining Castagnoli to the floor, leaving us with Page
vs. Moxley.

Yuta grabs the ring bell to clock Page though, leaving the
Order down 3-2. A chop block cuts Uno down but Grayson sends
Castagnoli outside for a big running flip dive. Uno’s double
underhook DDT sets up Grayson’s 450 for two on Moxley. The
Fatality gets two on Moxley with Castagnoli making the save.
Yuta pulls Uno off the apron though and Moxley chokes Grayson



out at 13:21.

Rating: D+. This was about as ridiculous as you can get, with
the TRIPLE SPIKE PILEDRIVER not doing much of anything to
Grayson. Couple that with the Dark Order, down 3-2, giving the
entire BCC a run for their money and this was just bizarre. I
know the Order has fans, but this went beyond being realistic
and was more eye roll inducing than anything else. The action
was fine enough, but I didn’t buy most of anything I was
watching.

Post match the beating stays on, but John Silver and Alex
Reynolds make the save, with the Club running despite having
the numbers advantage.

Juice Robinson wants Ricky Starks.

Here’s a look back at the opening segment.

TBS Title: Jade Cargill vs. Nicole Matthews

Cargill, with Leila Grey, is defending. The pump kick sets up
Jaded to retain at 42 seconds.

Post match Jade asks if that’s it and even threatens Canadian
Renee Paquette. Cue Taya Valkyrie to make the save and beat up
Grey with the Road To Valhalla (Jaded). At least she’s a more
realistic challenger.

Ricky Starks wants Juice Robinson face to face.

We get the debut of QTV (a QT Marshall TMZ parody) where they
mock Wardlow, implying that Powerhouse Hobbs robbed him. They
even have Wardlow’s passport so he can’t be here! Hobbs seems
ready to fight Wardlow again. Putting the focus on Marshall
isn’t seeming to be a brilliant idea. Remember when Hobbs was
doing the Book thing and walking around Oakland and explaining
his backstory? That’s out and the TMZ parody is in.

International Title: Jeff Jarrett vs. Orange Cassidy



Cassidy  is  defending  and  swaps  out  for  the  new  title,
officially leveling it up. Jarrett (with Satnam Singh, Jay
Lethal and Sonjay Dutt) armdrags him down to start and hits
that strut as the fans aren’t pleased. Cassidy loads up the
hands in pockets but gets taken down by the legs. Back up and
Cassidy bangs up his leg, allowing Jarrett to mock the Lazy
Kicks. That’s broken up and Cassidy makes the comeback but
gets sent outside as we take a break.

We come back with Jarrett grabbing the Sharpshooter to stay on
the bad knee. That’s broken up as well but the referee gets
bumped so Jarrett grabs the guitar. Cue another referee to
take it away, but Cassidy takes it away as well. Satnam Singh
grabs the guitar, so Cassidy tapes the referee on the shoulder
and grabs his knee. Singh is ejected, leaving Cassidy to grab
the tornado DDT. The referee checks on Jarrett and Jay Lethal
gets in the Golden Globe shot for a close two. Cue Trent
Baretta to take out Lethal and the Orange Punch retains the
title at 13:38.

Rating: C+. This is a good example of a match that didn’t try
to be anything more than goofy wrestling fun and it succeeded.
Jarrett knows exactly how to do the over the top silly style
while still having a match and they made it work here. If
Cassidy stays around this level, he can hold onto that title
for a LONG time, as this kind of thing is perfect for him.

We get an Acclaimed music video about how much they love the
fans and their general awesomeness.

Here are the Outcasts for a chat. They talk about how there
wouldn’t be a division without them and insult the fans in
various ways. We hear bout how many women they have beaten
down until Britt Baker and Jamie Hayter run in. The villains
beat them down but Riho, Skye Blue and Willow Nightingale run
in for the save. This Outcasts stuff still feels rather lame.

The  Jericho  Appreciation  Society  isn’t  happy  with  the



Acclaimed  and  tell  us  to  wait  until  Rampage.

Here’s  what’s  coming  on  various  shows,  with  Rey  Fenix
answering Powerhouse Hobbs’ Open Challenge for the TBS Title.

Trios Titles: House of Black vs. Jericho Appreciation Society
vs. Elite

The House is defending and King chops Guevara into the corner
to start. Jericho (big pop, including from his father in the
crowd) comes in but Omega tags himself in and the place comes
to their feet. Everything breaks down quickly though and the
champs clear the ring as we take a break.

Back with Jericho backbreakering Black and the Society gets to
strike their triple pose. The House fights back and beats down
the now legal Nick. An enziguri gets Nick out of trouble and
everything breaks down for a bit, with Omega hurricanranaing
Matthews into the corner. Jericho comes in to face Omega again
and the fans approve, especially as they help clear the ring.
The Bucks are back in with the superkicks but King runs them
over as we take a break.

Back  with  Jericho  missing  the  springboard  crossbody  but
Guevara hits a Swanton. King loads up a dive to the floor but
gets  caught  on  top,  allowing  Omega  and  Jericho  to  double
superplex him down. The Codebreaker gets two on Omega and we
cut to the back where the Dark Order is still brawling with
the Blackpool Combat Club. Omega cuts off the Lionsault with
raised knees but the Meltzer Driver is broken up.

Guevara shooting star presses Matt with King having to make
the save. Jericho gets left alone with the House with Dante’s
Inferno connecting but Omega makes the save. Jericho gets in a
Floyd shot to King and Guevara dives onto a bunch of people
but King kicks out anyway. The Judas Effect is cut off by
Black Mass and Garcia gets Dante’s Infernoed for the pin at
21:44.



Rating: B. This is a good example of a match where you knew
what they were going to do coming into it and that isn’t a bad
thing. You knew this was going to have Omega and Jericho as
the biggest stars ever, all of the non-tagging insanity and
(less guaranteed) the House beating someone not from Winnipeg
to retain. With that all known coming in, it was exactly the
kind of fast paced, action packed match that it needed to be
and it was quite good.

Post match Jake Hager comes out to go after the House but gets
beaten down as well. Cue the BCC and the Dark Order to brawl
to ringside, with Hangman Page following. Page faces off with
the Club but the Elite comes up behind him. The Club drops to
the floor and Page is left alone with the Elite. Please…..tell
me we don’t have more “remember when we were all friends?”
speeches coming. Excalibur: “PAGE IS STUCK IN THE MIDDLE! WHAT
A MOMENT!” The staredown ends the show, with Page not noticing
the Elite behind him. I know they have their audience but I
could really go with never seeing the Elite soap opera again.

Overall Rating: B-. There were some problems here but it felt
like they had more of a direction. That’s a step in the right
direction and one that I will take, as at least thy seem to be
coming together with an idea. Some of these feuds will come
together before Double Or Nothing, but there is some potential
here for some intriguing feuds going forward. I liked the show
well enough and the hot crowd helped a lot.

Results
Blackpool Combat Club b. Dark Order/Hangman Page – Choke to
Grayson
Jaded b. Nicole Matthews – Jaded
Orange Cassidy b. Jeff Jarrett – Orange Punch
House Of Black b. Jericho Appreciation Society and Elite –
Dante’s Inferno to Garcia

 



 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Dynamite  –  March  8,  2023:
Uh…..About That….
Dynamite
Date: March 8, 2023
Location: Golden 1 Center, Sacramento, California
Commentators: Excalibur, Taz, Tony Schiavone

We’re done with Revolution and that means it is time to start
getting ready for Double Or Nothing. That show is only two and
a half months away so AEW actually needs to put some things
together a little bit faster here. Other than that, we have a
lot of fallout to get through so let’s get to it.

Here is Revolution if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

All-Atlantic Title: Orange Cassidy vs. Jay Lethal
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Cassidy is defending and everyone is sent to the back to
start.  Cassidy  takes  him  down  with  an  armdrag  but  gets
reversed into a rollup for two. Back in and Lethal counters
the tornado DDT but can’t get the Figure Four. They go outside
with  Lethal’s  shoulder  getting  posted  before  going  back
inside, where he crotches Cassidy on top. It’s right back to
the floor, with Cassidy’s leg being sent into the post and we
take a break.

Back with Cassidy winning a slugout and grabbing a suplex.
Cassidy’s top rope DDT connects but he bangs up his knee
again. The knee is fine enough to hit a tornado DDT for two
but Lethal is right back with the Figure Four. Cassidy gets
over to the rope for the save and clotheslines Letha from the
apron back inside. The Lethal Combination plants Cassidy and
Lethal  goes  back  to  the  knee.  Lethal  tries  the  Lethal
Injection but his arm, which had been worked on earlier, gives
out. A quick Orange Punch retains the title at 14:47.

Rating: C+. Perfectly fine match here with Cassidy beating
another experienced veteran with some credentials. That is how
you go about making his title reign seem more impressive for
when someone takes the title from him later on. Cassidy can
hang well enough with most people, even in a match where the
ending felt so out of nowhere. Good choice for an opener for
sure though.

Post match Jeff Jarrett comes in to Stroke Cassidy and hit him
in the knee with the guitar. The Best Friends make the save.
Cassidy vs. Jarrett should work well.

We look at Wardlow announcing that his car was broken into,
with the thief taking his gear, boots and title belt.

Powerhouse Hobbs says that’s a shame for Wardlow but tonight,
Hobbs is taking everything Wardlow has left: being called a
champion. I like that.

Here is Ricky Starks for a chat. Starks talks about everything



he has done recent but he isn’t sure what is next for him. The
question is actually where he is going next…..and here is
Juice  Robinson  of  the  Bullet  Club  to  plant  him  with  his
reverse DDT.

Wardlow, in an FTR shirt, says that since he doesn’t have his
gear, let’s do this falls count anywhere, anything goes.

Renee Paquette brings out Ruby Soho, who leaves Toni Storm and
Saraya on the stage. Soho is immediately asked why she joined
up with the two of them and says it’s obvious. She talks about
how she kept fighting the AEW originals and was booed every
time. They are here to build AEW into a new place and the
rookies  in  the  back  don’t  support  her  at  all.  They  are
starting on a broken foundation, but it has to be done. Now
bring out her opponent.

Skye Blue vs. Ruby Soho

Soho jumps her to start and the beating is on, with Soho
hitting an enziguri to make it worse. We take a break and come
back with Blue hitting a knee against the ropes. Soho isn’t
having that though and grabs her by the hair, setting up
Destination Unknown to finish Blue at 6:45.

Rating: C. Giving Soho a win straight after her heel turn made
sense, even if the match was cut up by the break. Blue is
someone who has been built up enough to make the win mean
something without sacrificing anyone too big. Now just let
Soho put things together before having her lose again and this
could go somewhere for a change.

Post match Storm and Saraya come back for the spray painting,
but Willow Nightingale comes in for the save. That doesn’t’
work either and the spray painting ensued.

Hangman Page says what happened to Jon Moxley is a warning to
everyone else. Don’t try him, or he’ll take you to h***. He
says  it  isn’t  personal  with  Renee  Paquette  (handling  the



interview) and is sorry for what she had to see, but it’s over
with Mox.

MJF is ready to be back next week and it’s going to be his
birthday.

Here is FTR for a chat. The fans are glad to see them but FTR
talks about how they have had some troubles lately. They lost
their titles and a great friend, but they couldn’t let the
Gunns come out here and talk about being the best team in the
world. Dax talks about how they finishes the trilogy with the
Briscoes in December, only to have the Gunns take it away.
They’re coming for the titles for the fans, the Briscoes and
themselves. They have to win the belts after that speech.

Jade Cargill doesn’t know what a challenge is. They’ll be in
Canada next week so sent one of those wacky Canadians to take
her own.

Jericho Appreciation Society vs. AR Fox/Top Flight

Fox slugs away at Jericho to start and knocks him outside,
setting up the big dive to the floor. Back in and it’s off to
Guevara,  who  takes  Fox  down  for  the  Society  pose  as  the
villains take over. Dante comes in and takes over on Garcia,
sending him outside for a dive. Angelo Parker grabs Dante’s
boot though and Jericho punches him out of the air as we take
a break.

Back  with  Dante  fighting  out  of  a  chinlock  and  flipping
Guevara away, allowing the tag off to Fox. House is quickly
cleaned but everything breaks down. Darius comes in for a
bridging  German  suplex  for  two  on  Garcia,  setting  up  the
parade of dives to the floor. Back in and the Judas Effect
finishes Dante at 9:45.

Rating: C+. So is Jericho moving into the Trios division now?
It’s one of the few things that he hasn’t gone after yet and
he could certainly use a new act to bring down. Fox and Top



Flight are still a good act, but when the only thing they have
won is a wacky battle royal, it might be time to give them
something that actually matters.

Post match the Society says that they are the #1 contenders to
the Trios Titles (and on their one year anniversary at that).
The lights go out and cue the Elite to say not so fast. Don
Callis  talks  about  how  they’re  in  Winnipeg  next  week  and
Jericho  is  only  the  second  best  wrestler  from  the  city.
Callis: “And if I had a couple of months to train, you would
be #3!” Jericho wants to fight but the lights go out again and
here is the House of Black to say we’re in for a triple threat
trios match for the titles.

Tony Khan announces that Orange Cassidy wants to defend the
All-Atlantic Title against Jeff Jarrett next week and the
match has been granted. However, in partnership with Warner
Brothers Discovery and because of Shazam 2: Fury of the Gods,
the title will now be the AEW International Title. WAY better
name and cool, though I have no idea how that ties into the
movie.

A  broken  Bryan  Danielson  talks  about  how  he  has  fought
everywhere to get here. Then he woke up in the LeBell Lock at
Revolution and couldn’t feel his arms. He gave up, and now it
is time to go home. To Ring of Honor perhaps?

Blackpool Combat Club vs. Dark Order

Moxley and Claudio for the Club here and they jump the Order
before the bell. The beating starts fast, with Silver being
taken into the corner. A flapjack onto the buckle drops Silver
again but he manages to get over to the corner for the tag to
Reynolds. Everything breaks down and Reynolds gets knocked to
the floor as we take a break.

Back with Reynolds getting away from Castagnoli and getting
over to Silver for the tag. Silver pounds on Moxley but has to
fight out of a triangle choke. Moxley gets choked instead and



Reynolds comes back in. A front facelock choke (Darce choke I
believe commentary said?) finishes Reynolds at 10:14.

Rating: C. The match was fine enough but I was sitting here
wondering two things. First, why was Moxley wrestling (and
dominating) three days after such a violent match? Second, how
in the world are two World Champions taking ten minutes to
beat these losers? Sometimes it’s ok to squash someone and
move n, which is what they needed to do here.

Post match the Blackpool Combat Club beats down the Dark Order
again, with Moxley choking away. Evil Uno comes to the ring
for the save but gets beaten down as well. Cue Hangman Page
for the save but he gets beaten down as well, because we need
a six man to keep this going.

The Acclaimed is ready to get back on track but here is the
Jericho Appreciation Society (goon edition) to say they love
rap music. They offer the Acclaimed a spot on the team and get
laughed at.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

TNT Title: Wardlow vs. Powerhouse Hobbs

Wardlow  is  defending  and  it’s  anything  goes,  falls  count
anywhere, with wins coming by pinfall, submission or knockout.
The fight is on in the back to start, with Hobbs hitting him
with the brass ring (which bounces as he throws it away). A
suplex onto the car makes it worse for Wardlow and the bell
finally rings. We take a break and come back with the brawl
heading into the ring. The F10 gives Wardlow two and they head
back outside, with Hobbs sending him into the barricade.

Hobbs takes too long to set up the table though and it’s a
Swanton from the top to put Hobbs through said table for two.
The powerbomb onto the ramp plants Hobbs, though Wardlow comes
up holding his ribs. They go up to the stage (where the TNT
Title can be seen on a stand) and it’s QT Marshall of all



people to chair Wardlow down. Wardlow gets double powerbombed
off the stage and the ten count gives Hobbs the title at
10:48.

Rating: C+. Oh boy there is a lot to unpack here so let’s get
the good out of the way first. Above all else, Hobbs winning a
title is LONG overdue. He has felt like a star in the making
for  months  now  and  him  walking  out  as  champion  is  good.
Second, it was a good fight and if that had to be done because
of Wardlow’s gear being stolen, that’s fine enough as it’s
something beyond their control.

Then you have the problems and we’ll start with Wardlow. After
the pretty lame first title reign, he you have him lose in
three days via shenanigans after he came back to win the title
after that big sad speech about his father? Why did this match
need to happen so soon? Just because it was the “Face of the
Revolution” ladder match?

Finally, there’s the ending and I have no idea what they’re
doing. Marshall is little more than a pest most of the time
and  now  he’s  managing/associated  with  someone  with  Hobbs’
potential? I really don’t get this one as Marshall has been
gone or months and Hobbs can talk or himself. This felt like a
way to keep Wardlow looking strong and sure, fine, but there
HAD to be someone better than Marshall available.

Hobbs poses with the backup belt to end the show. If they had
that, why not let Wardlow hold it earlier?

Overall Rating: C. This was a show where the wrestling was
good  but  the  weird  choices  bring  it  down  a  bit.  Between
Marshall, Moxley vs. Page continuing, the Society getting into
the trios picture (which granted may be just a one off) and
Danielson going away, there were some head scratching moments
tonight.  It  was  still  an  energetic  show  with  good  enough
wrestling, but this felt like they were taking a step into a
weird direction and that has been happening more and more



recently. There was good on the show (the wrestling, Soho, FTR
and Danielson’s promo) but it felt more odd than interesting
at times.

Results
Orange Cassidy b. Jay Lethal – Orange Punch
Ruby Soho b. Skye Blue – Destination Unknown
Jericho Appreciation Society b. AR Fox/Top Flight – Judas
Effect to Darius
Jon  Moxley/Claudio  Castagnoli  b.  Dark  Order  –  Choke  to
Reynolds
Powerhouse Hobbs b. Wardlow – Powerbomb off the stage
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