
Monday Night Raw – March 6,
2023: Moving Night
Monday Night Raw
Date: March 6, 2023
Location: TD Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Commentators: Kevin Patrick, Corey Graves

We are less than a month away from Wrestlemania and tonight is
going to be one of the bigger shows, as John Cena is back.
There is a good chance that we get his Wrestlemania match set
up this week, as he is running out of time. Other than that,
we also get a face to face staredown between Logan Paul and
Seth Rollins. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The Bloodline (Paul Heyman, Jimmy Uso and Solo Sikoa) arrived
earlier today, with Heyman reiterating Roman Reigns’ orders to
deal with Sami Zayn. Now Zayn escaped on Friday, so he must be
here in Boston tonight. Instead, Sikoa is going to solve the
Kevin  Owens  problem  tonight,  and  Jimmy  will  solve  Zayn,
whether Jey is here or not. Jimmy and Solo leave and Heyman
calls Reigns.

Kevin Owens vs. Solo Sikoa

Owens jumps him before the bell but Sikoa fights back and we
officially get going. Sikoa kicks away at him a few times and
a right hand gets two. Owens slugs away but gets taken down
with a shot to the stomach. Some standing clotheslines put
Sikoa  down  and  there’s  the  backsplash  for  a  bonus.  The
Cannonball is loaded up but Sikoa bails to the floor, allowing
Owens to take him down with a dive.

Cue Jimmy Uso for the save and Sikoa slams Owens off the top.
It’s too early for the running Umaga attack so Sikoa hits it
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against the barricade as we take a break. Back with Sikoa
hitting  a  Samoan  drop  as  Jimmy  is  looking  all  over  the
building, presumably for Jey. Sikoa goes shoulder first into
the post and Jimmy’s distraction fails, allowing Owens to hit
the Cannonball. The Swanton connects on Sikoa but Jimmy comes
in for the DQ at 11:20.

Rating: C. This was ok, with even commentary saying it wasn’t
about the win or loss but rather the Bloodline hurting Owens.
That does make sense in this case, as the Bloodline has long
since been all about taking care of Owens’ enemies. The Zayn
reunion is still coming for Owens, and this is the reason why
he would need him. It’s another step in a long path, but the
payoff is going to be huge.

Post match the beatdown is on with the splash through the
announcers’ table loaded up. Cue Sami Zayn for the save and he
chases the villains off with a chair. Sami leans down to help
Owens up but Owens rolls away and leaves on his own. The long
form teases continue.

Bobby Lashley wants Bray Wyatt to face him like a man.

Carmella is sick of Adam Pearce and Chelsea Green comes up to
applaud her. They want the Wrestlemania match changed and are
going to go to Pearce’s manager after tonight. They’re rather
pleased and then throw Byron Saxton out for eavesdropping.

Bianca Belair vs. Carmella

Non-title and Chelsea Green is here with Carmella. A few early
shots have Belair in trouble but she sends Carmella into the
corner and pops back up. Carmella knocks her off the corner
though and we take a break. Back with Belair fighting back but
Green distracts the referee to avoid the count. Carmella hits
a quick superkick for two and isn’t happy with the kickout.
Belair rains down right hands in the corner but Green offers
another  distraction.  This  time  Green  is  sent  over  the
barricade  and  the  KOD  finishes  for  Belair  at  8:35.



Rating: C-. These two feel like they have fought a few dozen
times and I don’t remember any significantly different result.
WWE tries to make Carmella feel like a big deal but just being
a former multiple time champion doesn’t mean you feel like a
threat to Belair here. This was little more than a workout for
Belair, which is what she needs on her way to Asuka.

Post match the beatdown is on again and Asuka makes the save.

Sami Zayn comes up to Kevin Owens and says tonight was proof
that the Bloodline is too big for any one person. They need to
go after them together but Owens remembers Zayn joining the
team right here in this very arena. Sure they could fight them
together, but Owens doesn’t want to. Zayn should just rejoin
Roman Reigns and get the acceptance he wants. Just leave Owens
out of it.

Video on Rhea Ripley.

Here is the Miz to moderate a meeting between Seth Rollins and
Logan Paul. The fans sing Rollins’ song for so long that Paul
tells them to shut up before the segment runs out of time.
Rollins sucks up to Boston and mocks the idea of Paul gracing
us with his presence. Paul talks about how he is just better
than Rollins at his job and he has done more in a year and a
half than Rollins has done in twenty. If Paul was Rollins, he
wouldn’t like him either.

Rollins calls Paul the scum of the earth and a troll, plus a
fraud. Rollins and the fans don’t want him in their house but
Boston is here to see Rollins get his pound of flesh. The
fight is teased but Miz says not so fast. Miz isn’t going to
let any violence go down tonight, but Paul says don’t put
words in his mouth. Paul isn’t going to fight here in Boston,
but he might if the stage is bigger.

Miz brings up that he is the host of Wrestlemania and can make
the match happen, which has Rollins very interested. He even
throws Miz out so he can get there faster. Paul jumps Rollins



from behind but misses the Stomp, only to drop him with one
heck of a right hand. Paul says that when Rollins wakes up, he
can tell him about Wrestlemania. Imagine that: Paul is an
outstanding heel when he is given the chance to be one. This
was more great stuff from Paul, who is getting to be his
natural self for a change.

We recap Brock Lesnar agreeing to face Omos at Wrestlemania.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Omos

This is thanks to Mustafa Ali getting the match made. Ziggler
gets in a shot but charges into a big boot. The chokebomb
finishes Ziggler at 52 seconds.

The Maximum Male Models are amazed by someone. Baron Corbin
comes up to say thank you, but they mean Otis. Corbin: “What
does he have that I don’t have?” Mansoor: “Hair.” Maxxine
Dupri tells Corbin to beat Chad Gable and maybe she’ll take
him on as a client.

Paul Heyman tells Jimmy Uso to deal with Sami Zayn, but he
better make sure Jey Uso is on Smackdown.

Finn Balor vs. Johnny Gargano

The rest of the Judgment Day and Dexter Lumis are here. Balor
works on an armbar to start but Gargano sends him outside. The
suicide dive drops Balor and we take an early break. Back with
Gargano fighting back and hitting the slingshot spear, only to
get  suplexed  down.  Balor  reminds  Gargano  of  his  name  and
hammers away, only to get sunset flipped for two.

Gargano goes after the rest of Judgment Day, allowing Balor to
hit  a  double  stomp  to  the  chest.  The  shotgun  dropkick
connects….and here is Edge through the crowd (as telegraphed
by Damien Priest going up the aisle), allowing Edge to shove
Balor off the top. One Final beat finishes Balor at 9:34.

Rating: C+. These two have had some awesome matches before but



that was then and this isn’t NXT. For now, Gargano needed a
win to give him somewhere to go and Edge costing Balor another
win pushes them even closer to Wrestlemania. Nice TV match,
but it does kind of show you how long has passed since the
heyday of NXT.

Post match Lumis and Edge take out Judgment Day.

We recap Cody Rhodes and Roman Reigns’ showdown on Smackdown.
Reigns asking “have you ever won that one” got me.

King and Queen of the Ring are back in Saudi Arabia on May 27.
That’s the day before AEW Double Or Nothing.

Edge says he’ll be in the ring alone next week. If Finn Balor
has the guts, come finish this.

Nikki Cross vs. Piper Niven

It’s a big brawl before the bell but Niven says ring the bell.
Cross hits a crossbody to send Niven outside but can’t grab a
swinging neckbreaker back inside. Instead, Niven grabs the
Loch Ness Slam for the pin at 52 seconds.

Rick Boogs is trying to lift a semi truck when Elias comes in.
Elias is trying to help him by getting Boogs to fight, so
Boogs  goes  up  to  Bronson  Reed.  Unfortunately  we  get  a
miscommunication and it’s Elias vs. Reed next week. That’s not
what Elias meant! Of note: Cody Rhodes and Kevin Owens could
be seen talking in the background.

Here is John Cena (looking to have dropped A LOT of muscle)
but before he can say anything, Austin Theory interrupts.
Theory says Cena inspired him to get into wrestling so he has
a gift for him (after the CENA chants die off that is): the
two of them, one on one for the US Title at Wrestlemania.
Cena: “No.” Cena says that Theory doesn’t have the authority
to give a gift like that. Theory is a nothing guy with a
generic look and no heart.



Cena points out a sign saying Theory is a Cena wannabe and
says  Theory  is  in  the  Ruthless  Aggression  Era.  That  time
almost got Cena fired and now the people don’t see anything in
Theory. Cena: “You’re a pair of trunks away from being a
jabroni.” Cena says that Theory has the best name in WWE
history.  Not  Steve  Austin,  the  Rock,  or  the  Undertaker,
because there is no name better than Austin Theory. That’s
exactly what he is: a theory.

In  theory,  he  should  be  great  and  everything  that  a  WWE
executive  look  for.  But  he’s  just  a  guy  with  no  heart.
Therefore, Cena and the people of Boston are giving him a
gift: the chance to leave in one piece. Theory says he isn’t
going anywhere, just like Cena’s bald spot. Theory talks about
Cena’s NEVER GIVE UP shirt but saying no sounds like giving up
to him.

The hat says RESPECT, but where is the respect for the people?
Cena has a chance to face the greatest US Champion ever and
he’s giving up? Where is the hustle, loyalty and respect?
Cena: “I would much rather be bald than have them pipe in fake
crowd noise for my matches because nobody cares.”

Cena didn’t say no because he gave up, but rather to save an
unready  Theory.  If  they  fight  at  Wrestlemania  and  Theory
loses, he loses everything. Then he’ll have to go out the next
night on Raw and explain what happened. Therefore, Cena now
has to ask the fans what they want. The fans are into it and
approve, so Cena is in. Cena goes to leave but says Theory
isn’t ready for Wrestlemania. Here’s someone who is though:
Cody Rhodes, who gets the hug from Cena for the endorsement.

This  was  another  very  heavy  verbal  beating  from  Cena,  as
Theory needs to win something, but I’m not sure if it did much
good for him, even if Cena wins. Cena beat him down so heavily
and now Theory is going to have to do something big against
Cena and then follow it up even better to make things better.



Sami  Zayn  can’t  get  through  to  Kevin  Owens  but  he  isn’t
leaving without getting rid of Roman Reigns. Tonight, that
means taking out Jimmy Uso.

Baron Corbin vs. Chad Gable

The fans want Otis as Corbin puts on an over the shoulder
backbreaker. Gable is right back up with some rolling German
suplexes and the ankle lock finishes Corbin off at 2:02. That
worked, as it’s amazing how much easier it is to deal with the
Alpha Academy when they don’t do their catchphrase over and
over.

We look back at Becky Lynch and Lita winning the Women’s Tag
Team Titles last week.

New Wrestlemania trailer: Miz and Maryse in Top Gun. These
trailers feel like they came up with an idea but then didn’t
bother making them funny/entertaining/good.

Logan Paul vs. Seth Rollins is set for Wrestlemania.

Here are Becky Lynch and Lita to celebrate being the new
Women’s Tag Team Champions. Lita wanted one more chance and
took what she had, but there is one more person to thank. Cue
Trish Stratus, who is glad she could help, but here is Damage
Ctrl to interrupt. Bayley is sick of hearing from Trish, who
threatens to go from retired to unretired. The challenge for a
six woman tag is thrown out and accepted rather quickly. That
felt rather fast as I’m wondering if the show is running long.

Sami Zayn vs. Jimmy Uso

Solo Sikoa is here too. Sami goes right after him to start and
we take a break less than a minute in. Back with Sami in
trouble but he gets in a DDT for a breather. Zayn’s high
crossbody gets two but he gets sent outside. Hold on as Sikoa
almost goes after him, which is enough for an ejection. Back
in and the Blue Thunder Bomb gives Zayn two as we take a



second break just over six minutes into the match. We come
back with both of them down and Jey Uso comes through the
crowd. The distraction lets Zayn grab a rollup at 10:37.

Rating: C-. That was dangerously close to not having enough
shown for a rating, which is hard to do in a ten minute match.
This was of course all about the Jey appearance and setting up
the big decision on Friday, which is going to be the latest
step in the Bloodline Saga. It’s nice to see Zayn getting a
win though, as you don’t want to have him get beaten into a
pulp over and over again before the big Wrestlemania moment.

Post match Zayn goes to the floor and Jey gets in the ring to
confront Jimmy. They stare at each other for a good while and
Jey grabs him by the shoulders. Jey leaves, stares at Zayn,
and hugs him (Zayn is SHOCKED), leaving Jimmy looking crushed.
The posing is on, but then Jey superkicks Zayn and throws him
inside (with Jimmy’s face turning into an evil smile). The big
beatdown ensues, with Solo Sikoa coming out to make it worse.
Cody Rhodes runs in for the save to end the show. That was
great, as they FINALLY did something definitive and pulled the
trigger on Jey, which had to be done.

Overall Rating: B. This was a show that was heavy on the
emotion and moving the chains for Wrestlemania, which is what
you need to do with less than four months to go. We had three
new matches set up for the show, plus the big moment at the
end. What matters is getting those things done by the time
they get to Los Angeles and this show did a lot of the heavy
lifting. It wasn’t so much that these matches were surprises
(the six woman tag might be) but rather things that needed to
be done. WWE did that tonight, and Wrestlemania feels bigger
as a result. It was an efficient show, and that’s what WWE
needed.

Results
Kevin Owens b. Solo Sikoa via DQ when Jimmy Uso interfered
Bianca Belair b. Carmella – KOD



Omos b. Dolph Ziggler – Chokebomb
Johnny Gargano b. Finn Balor – One Final Beat
Piper Niven b. Nikki Cross – Loch Ness Slam
Chad Gable b. Baron Corbin – Ankle lock
Sami Zayn b. Jimmy Uso – Rollup

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Monday Night Raw – March 24,
2008: Get To It Already
Monday Night Raw
Date: March 24, 2008
Location: Colonial Center, Columbia, South Carolina
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

It’s the go home Raw for Wrestlemania and that means we aren’t
likely to see much of anything this week. The midcard will
likely get some focus and the triple threat will probably do
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some staring, but other than that, I’m not sure how much of a
risk WWE wants to put the starts into this week. Let’s get to
it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here is John Cena to get things going. Cena talks about how
everything is coming to this Sunday when everything that we
have gone through leads to one match. After everything else,
Cena is looking pretty good to take the WWE Title….and here is
Big Show to interrupt. Show promises to beat Floyd Mayweather
Jr. at Wrestlemania, which will replace Hogan slamming Andre
as the most iconic moment in WWE history.

Cue JBL to say his match will be memorable because there are
no rules, meaning he can do anything he wants to Finlay. Cena:
“I wasn’t listening to anything you said. I was thinking about
how I beat your a** at Wrestlemania XXI.” Cue Randy Orton to
interrupt,  saying  that  some  people  have  predictions  about
Wrestlemania, but no one thinks he is retaining the title. He
feeds off of that doubt, and that is what people will be
talking about after Wrestlemania.

Now it’s Umaga interrupting and actually taking the mic from
Orton. Umaga says Batista and rants a lot until Cena says he
is fluent in Samoan. Cena says Umaga talked about Orton being
obsessed with boy bands but here is HHH to interrupt. HHH
won’t say they’re wrong with everything they’re talking about,
but Wrestlemania is about the WWE Title. It’s a good thing
Wrestlemania is in an open air stadium because they would blow
the roof off otherwise. Arguing ensues and here is William
Regal to make the eight man No DQ main event, with Shawn
Michaels and Ric Flair joining the good guys.

MVP/Carlito vs. CM Punk/Chris Jericho

MVP and Punk get things going with Punk quickly taking over
and handing it off to Jericho. Carlito comes in as well and
gets draped ribs first over the top as we take a break. Back
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with Jericho hitting the running crotch attack to Carlito but
it’s too early for the Lionsault. Instead Jericho tries the
Walls on an invading MVP but gets sent to the floor.

Back in and the double arm crank sets up a neckbreaker to give
Carlito two. MVP grabs a neck crank but misses the running
boot in the corner. It’s back to Punk to clean house as
everything breaks down. Jericho comes in to try an enziguri
but hits Punk by mistake, allowing MVP to grab the pin.

Rating: C. Take some people in the Money in the Bank ladder
match, put them in a tag match and let them fight each other
before the big match on Sunday. I’m not sure how much of an
impact this is going to have, but how many other ways are
there to build towards a ladder match? It also helps when you
have this kind of talent in there, so the match was at least
decent.

Mr. Kennedy promises to win Money In The Bank.

Video on Ric Flair, set to Leave The Memories Alone by Fuel.

Video on Big Show’s training regimen for his match with Floyd
Mayweather Jr.

Great Khali vs. Hardcore Holly

Holly goes after him to start but gets caught with the usual.
The chokebomb finishes for Khali without much difficulty.

Here is Ric Flair for a chat. He isn’t sure if he had Vince
McMahon beat last week or not because Shawn Michaels had to
interfere, despite Flair asking him not to. As of last week,
Flair is losing respect for Shawn because he doesn’t think
Shawn respects him. Flair invites Shawn out here right now, so
here he is. Shawn is sorry to hear what Flair thinks, but
Shawn could never lose respect for him.

The Flair that Shawn knows would always have backup and no
matter what happens, Flair will always be the greatest of all



time. Flair: “SHUT UP!” Flair goes on a rant about how he
wants to prove he still has it….and whips out the NWA World
Title. He first won the title in 1981 and if Shawn was 20
years younger, Shawn would have challenged him for it. Now it
is 2008 and Flair has picked Shawn to show that he still has
it one more time. Shawn promises to give him everything he has
and  on  Sunday,  Flair  is  getting  in  the  ring  with  Mr.
Wrestlemania.

That’s what Flair wants, but Shawn stops before leaving. Shawn
talks about Old Yeller, and on Sunday, he is taking Flair out
back and putting him out of his misery. That is WAY too far
for Flair, who throws down the title and slaps Shawn in the
face. Flair wants him to Old Yeller him right now, but Shawn
promises to put Flair out of his misery and leaves. That is a
direction for this story to go a long time before the match,
but it is a different aspect to explore.

Video on Floyd Mayweather Jr. training to face Big Show.

We look at Big Show on Late Night With Conan O’Brien.

Maria vs. Melina

Beth Phoenix is here with Melina and trips Maria early on.
That brings out Ashley to even things up, followed by Santino
Marella. Jerry Lawler is so sick of Santino that he gets
inside too and it’s six person tag time, as per William Regal.

Maria/Ashley/Jerry  Lawler  vs.  Santino  Marella/Melina/Beth
Phoenix

We ring the bell and take a break (erg) before coming back
with Lawler punching Santino out of the air. A backdrop and
dropkick have Santino in more trouble so it’s off to Melina
vs. Ashley. That doesn’t last long as Maria comes in for a
headscissors but she walks into a spinebuster. Maria slaps
Santino as the guys fight to the floor. Phoenix chop blocks
Maria down and Lawler sends Santino back in, where he pins



Maria in a hurry. This was kind of a weird mess.

HHH comes up to John Cena and promises to win the title. Cena
doesn’t think so, because he never lost the title and wants it
back.

John Legend is playing America the Beautiful at Wrestlemania.

Wrestlemania rundown.

Video on the Raw World Title match at Wrestlemania.

Randy  Orton/JBL/Umaga/Big  Show  vs.  John  Cena/Shawn
Michaels/Ric  Flair/HHH

Michaels and Orton get things going with Orton taking him into
the corner for some right hands. The armbar goes on but here
is Finlay to beat up JBL and brawl with him up the aisle. Back
with Umaga beating up Shawn as this is now 4-3. The running
hip attack hits Shawn in the corner but here is Batista to
take Umaga out in the aisle.

They fight to the back as well, leaving Show to beat up the
good guys. House is cleaned but Show doesn’t think much of
Orton tagging himself in. That means a chokeslam to Orton but
HHH and Cena get in a fight on the floor. Flair goes for the
Figure Four on Orton so Shawn punches him out. That earns
Shawn a low blow and Flair Figure Fours Orton for the tap.

Rating: C. Much like the other tag match, there was nothing
else to be done here other than throw people into a big match
where no one is in there too long but it still feels big. In
other  words,  it’s  the  last  match  on  this  show  before
Wrestlemania and this was about as good as it could have gone.
If you ignore Flair beating the World Champion of course.

Overall Rating: C. There isn’t much that you can do here as
the Wrestlemania card is all set up and WWE didn’t want to
mess with anything. What matters is having me want to see
Wrestlemania more than I did coming in and that’s only kind of



the case. It’s a very skippable week, but none of that is
going to matter in six days.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Royal  Rumble  2014  (2015
Redo):  Do  They  Have  Your
Attention Now?
Royal Rumble 2014
Date: January 26, 2014
Location: Consol Energy Center, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Jerry Lawler

The big story here is the rise of Daniel Bryan, who has gone from solid
midcard guy to the people’s choice to win the Rumble.  However, Batista
has returned and is basically the guaranteed winner of the Rumble, no
matter what the fans want to see.  I can’t imagine this ends well.  Let’s
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get to it.

Pre-Show: Tag Team Titles: Goldust/Cody Rhodes vs. New Age Outlaws

The Outlaws reunited as a nostalgia act and pinned the champs to earn
this shot. Dogg and Cody get things going with Dogg hammering away, only
to miss his Shake Rattle and Roll punch. Cody misses the Disaster Kick
but sends both Outlaws to the floor. The champs hit dives on the Outlaws
as we take a break. Back with Goldust in trouble as Dogg puts on a
chinlock.

The Outlaws double team Goldust for a bit until he hits a jumping sunset
flip for two on Dogg. Gunn charges into a powerslam and there’s the hot
tag to Cody. A missile dropkick drops both Outlaws and Cross Rhodes
plants Dogg for two with Billy making the save. Gunn makes a blind tag
and hits a Fameasser on Cody for the big upset win.

Rating: C. This was fine for an opener and the fans were into the
nostalgia. The Outlaws were only transitional champions anyway as the
Usos would get the belts before Wrestlemania. Cody and Goldust had them
back before the year was over too so no one was really hurt by this.

The opening video talks about working to achieve your dreams. Sometimes
there’s a very thin line between almost getting there and getting
everything you want. We also focus on Orton vs. Cena because that’s the
real main event here. The Rumble itself gets a quick mention too.

Daniel Bryan vs. Bray Wyatt

Daniel joined the Wyatt Family on the last Raw of the year but then
rejected them a few weeks later, leading to one of the loudest YES chants
you’ll ever hear. Bryan punches out of the corner to start but Bray
drives knees into his ribs and blasts him with an elbow. That’s fine with
Bryan as he kicks the knee out but has to go after Bray’s followers Luke
Harper and Erick Rowan. A suicide dive drops Harper but the referee
ejects both monsters.

Bray huddles with his Family on the floor, allowing Daniel to take him
down with a plancha. Back in and a high cross body gets two on Wyatt but



he chops Daniel off the middle rope and out to the floor. Bray charges at
Daniel but drives the bad knee into the steps to put him back down again.
Back in and Daniel starts kicking at the leg before snapping off a dragon
screw leg whip. A modified curb stomp gets two for Bryan but Bray drives
him back into the corner.

They slug it out to the apron with Wyatt snapping Daniel’s shoulder down
in a big crash. Back in and Bray hits his release suplex slam and we hit
the chinlock. Bray puts Daniel’s head against the post and drives in
forearms to follow up on Bryan’s recent concussion. Back in again and a
kick to the face gives Bray a few near falls. A big release Rock Bottom
plants him again and Bray does his Spider Walk out of the corner. Bryan
finally avoids an elbow drop and hits a running clothesline.

Some kicks stagger Bray and a drop toehold sends him into the middle
buckle. Daniel kicks away in the corner and nails a top rope hurricanrana
for two. Another running clothesline is countered by a running elbow to
the chest as Bray takes over again. Bryan low bridges him to the floor
and hits a running tornado DDT off the apron. A running dropkick sends
Bray into the barricade and a missile dropkick puts Wyatt down in the
ring.

The YES Kicks get two but Bray turns him inside out with a clothesline
for two. Sister Abigail is countered but Bray bites his way out of the
YES Lock. Daniel scores with more kicks and hits a top rope splash but
Bray ducks to the floor to avoid the running knee. The Flying Goat is
blocked though and Bray hits Sister Abigail into the barricade to knock
Bryan silly. Back in and another Sister Abigail is good for the pin.

Rating: A. This was considered a match of the year contender and it’s
easy to see why. These two beat the tar out of each other with each move
getting harder and harder than the previous. Bryan lost here but came out
looking like a star. Bray on the other hand looks like a killer and
that’s exactly what he’s supposed to be.

Paul Heyman says Brock Lesnar is going to challenge the winner of Orton
vs. Cena for the World Title. However, first he has to make an example
out of Big Show.



Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger is here.

The expert panel of Jim Duggan, Shawn Michaels and Ric Flair aren’t sure
who to pick between Lesnar and Big Show.

Big Show vs. Brock Lesnar

These two have had a feud for years and this time Big Show has been
getting the better of it through pure power. Lesnar takes Show down
before the bell and pounds on him with fists and then a chair. As Big
Show is down, Lawler says Big Show gave Lesnar his first loss at the 2002
Royal Rumble, which would be three months before Lesnar debuted. We get
the opening bell with Lesnar getting another chair but Show nails him
with the KO Punch. Lesnar is rocked and Show takes him outside for a whip
into the barricade. Back in and Big Show loads up another KO but Lesnar
ducks and throws him up for the F5 for the easy pin.

Lesnar beats on him with the chair even more after the match. He’s broken
two chairs over Show’s back.

Shield says they have 27 enemies tonight and it’ll be the three of them
left standing. Only one of them can stand tall at the end but Reigns
thinks he has the winning number. He won’t say what it is though. Dean
offers to tell him his if Reigns tells his. Dean: “What if I have two
numbers? I have ALL the numbers!” They agree to believe in the Shield.

Orton says he’s going to beat Cena and put him to the back of the line.
Renee Young asks about Batista, Brock Lesnar and Bray Wyatt wanting title
shots but Orton laughs it off and calls Wyatt a deranged hillbilly Duck
Dynasty reject.

We recap Orton vs. Cena. This is more about their short term history,
focusing on the titles being unified back in December. Orton seems to be
cracking under the pressure of being champion and even attacked Cena’s
father at Raw recently.

WWE World Title: Randy Orton vs. John Cena

No countout and no DQ with Orton defending.. The fans loudly chant for
Daniel Bryan before and after the bell. They hit the mat and the fans are



already bored less than twenty seconds in. Cena fights up and gets two
off a bulldog but charges into an elbow in the corner. Now a Randy Savage
chant starts up and Orton stops for a second before kicking Cena even
more.

Off to a chinlock as the fans chant for Y2J. After fighting out, Cena
catches on and tries a Boston crab. Orton kicks him to the floor during a
brief Undertaker chant and now it’s just the standard boring chant. A
clothesline puts Orton back outside but he sends Cena into the steps.
Back in and a DDT gets two for Orton as the fans just say both guys suck.
Cena comes back with shoulder blocks and the ProtoBomb, only to take too
long jawing and walk into a powerslam for two.

A half nelson slam into a neckbreaker gets two for Cena but he gets
caught on top. He headbutts his way out though and hits the top rope
Fameasser for two. Orton counters the AA attempt into his backbreaker for
two as the fans have calmed down a bit. The Elevated DDT off the apron to
the floor gets two more on John. Orton’s RKO is countered into the STF
but Randy is too close to the ropes. He grabs the ropes to block an AA as
well but the refereee gets bumped.

There’s the STF again and Orton taps but there’s no referee. Orton uses
the opportunity to nail Cena with a title belt for two. He stands around
too long again though and takes an AA for two more. The RKO gets the same
and now the fans want Divas. Orton misses the Punt but pulls Cena down
into an STF. John counters that into a Crossface but Orton rolls into a
cover for two.

Back up and Orton hits Cena with an AA, followed by Cena grabbing an RKO
for another near fall. With nothing left to do, Cena loads up a middle
rope AA but has to settle for a tornado DDT. The STF goes on in the
middle of the ring….we’ve got Wyatts. The lights go out and come back on
to reveal all three on the apron. Cena goes after them but walks into an
RKO to keep the title on Orton.

Rating: B. This matchup has suffered from brand damage. We’ve seen it so
many times over the years that even if the match is good, like it was
here, people just do not want to see it. The guys got the crowd to calm



down a bit about halfway through the match, but there’s just nothing left
to see from these two. They’re both hard workers and try every time
they’re out there but the interest is just gone.

The fans chant for Bryan as the Wyatts destroy Cena even more.

Tribute video to the recently passed away Mae Young.

The New Age Outlaws celebrate but tell Renee that she isn’t invited to
the party.

We get some classic Rumble promos.

Miz will win because he’ll do whatever it takes to headline Wrestlemania
again.

The Usos are cool with having to fight each other.

Intercontinental Champion Big E. says headlining Wrestlemania is where
it’s at.

Fandango thinks he’s the only one worthy to headline the big dance.

Batista just says exactly.

Damien Sandow says it’s insane to try the same thing and expect different
results. He won’t make the same mistake again.

Ryback says there are 29 superstars and one Human Wrecking Ball.

Mysterio will shock the world again.

The expert panel makes their picks. Duggan likes Ziggler, Shawn goes with
Shield or Punk and Flair takes Batista.

Royal Rumble

90 second intervals with Punk at #1 (as ordered by Kane) and Seth Rollins
at #2. Punk takes him into the corner to start for some shoulders to the
ribs. Some kicks stagger Rollins but he comes back with a big kick of his
own. A clothesline drops Rollins again but he pops back up with an
enziguri. Both guys are down as Damien Sandow is in at #3. The fans



loudly chant for Punk as he DDTs Sandow and drops Rollins with a
neckbreaker at the same time.

The heels stomp Punk down until Cody Rhodes is in at #4. Cross Rhodes
plants Sandow but Rollins stops an elimination attempt. Punk dumps Damien
a few seconds later though and it’s time for Rollins to get double
teamed. Kane comes in at #5 and cleans Punk’s clock. He loads up the
chokeslam but Punk kicks him in the head for a surprise elimination. The
debuting Alexander Rusev is in at #6.

Rusev kicks Rollins and Rhodes in the face but can’t eliminate either
guy. Instead he just beats everyone up until Jack Swagger is in at #7.
It’s Swagger vs. Rusev now but everyone opts to gang up on Rusev instead.
Cody and Swagger break off and Kofi Kingston is in at #8. Everyone fights
by the ropes until Jimmy Uso is in at #9. The announcers are noticing how
fast the clock is going by.

Jimmy goes after Kofi in the corner as Rusev works on Swagger. Punk puts
Rusev in a sleeper and Goldust is in at #10, giving us a group of Punk,
Rollins, Goldust, Cody, Jimmy, Swagger, Kingston and Rusev. Goldust
hammers away until Rusev nails him in the jaw. A group of people gang up
on Rusev and dump him out, which isn’t quite a great debut for him. Kofi
gets thrown out as well but Rusev catches him in mid air. He drops Kofi
on the barricade and it’s time for the great return. Kingston stands up,
uses the barricade as a balance beam and jumps back to the apron in a
pretty cool save.

US Champion Dean Ambrose is in at #11 and goes right after Punk. Things
slow down again and Dolph Ziggler is in at #12. The fans are entirely
behind Dolph as the ring is getting too full. Punk has to hang onto the
apron as R-Truth comes in at #13, only to be dumped in about thirty
seconds by Ambrose. Rollins knocks out Jimmy and Kofi steals Swagger’s
boot while literally hanging on by his feet. Jack comes over to him but
gets nailed by the boot as Kofi gets back in.

Kevin Nash makes a required return at #14. He eliminates Swagger with
ease and goes after Ambrose and Rollins. Punk has Ziggler dangling but
Dolph gets his feet back in. Roman Reigns completes the Shield at #15,



giving us Punk, Rollins, Rhodes, Kingston, Goldust, Ambrose, Ziggler,
Nash and Reigns. Roman cleans house with punches and spears before
launching Kofi out.

Ziggler puts Roman down with a DDT but eats a spear to cut him in half.
Reigns throws Ziggler out with ease and the fans suddenly hate him. Nash
gets the same treatment as Reigns now has three eliminations in less than
two minutes. Great Khali is in at #16 and goes after the Shield but gets
tossed by Reigns. Goldust eliminates Cody to make up for the last two
years but Reigns gets rid of Goldust a second later. That leaves the
Shield alone with Punk but Sheamus returns after being out six months
with an injury at #17.

Sheamus cleans house and gives Dean the ten forearms followed by an Irish
Curse to Rollins. Reigns eats a Brogue Kick as Miz is in at #18. Punk is
just laying in the corner and making almost no effort to get back up. Miz
hammers away on Reigns in the corner and Fandango is in at #19. The
entire crowd starts doing his dance but Miz sends him to the apron in
just a few seconds. Fandango gets back in though as Shield slowly takes
over again. Reigns motions to Punk in the corner but doesn’t go after
him. Punk hasn’t moved from there in at least five minutes now.

El Torito is in at #20, giving us Punk, Rollins, Ambrose, Reigns,
Sheamus, Miz, Fandango and Torito. Of course the bull cleans house until
Punk stands up. Punk grabs him by the head but takes a headscissors, only
to have Fandango run Torito over. The referee checks on Punk as Torito
dropkicks Fandango out. Reigns catches Torito with ease and dumps him out
for his sixth elimination. Punk gets back up as Cesaro is in at #21. He
immediately starts swinging Miz but Shield breaks up a Swing attempt on
Punk. Instead Rollins gets swung a ridiculous THIRTY TIMES. Luke Harper
is in at #22 as Reigns spears Cesaro down.

Rollins and Cesaro slug it out until Jey Uso is in at #23. The brawling
slows down a bit now and JBL is in at #24. Cole: “The JBL character has
never entered the Royal Rumble.” Good grief. JBL wears his full suit into
the ring but asks Cole to go get his jacket, allowing Reigns to dump him
out. Fans: “YOU STILL GOT IT!” Erick Rowan is in at #25 as JBL tries to
talk about ANYTHING but being in the Rumble. Rowan kicks Miz out to clear



things up a bit but everything slows back down again.

Harper tosses Jey Uso but the Wyatts turn around to see the Shield.
Ryback is in at #26 and goes right for Cesaro as the fans chant Goldberg.
Alberto Del Rio gets lucky #27 and things slow down yet again. Batista is
in at #28 and the fans just rip him apart. He quickly dumps Rowan and has
a staredown with Ryback before dumping him as well. Del Rio, the man who
has been going after Batista since he returned, superkicks him down but
gets lifted into the air and dumped with ease.

Intercontinental Champion Big E. is in at #29 to almost no reaction but
the fans like him for suplexing Batista. The fans are chanting for Bryan
and get even louder as the countdown clock comes on. The clock runs
out….and it’s Rey Mysterio. To say the fans aren’t pleased with this is
the understatement of the year. We’re going to pause for a second here
and look at this.

First of all, Rey Mysterio is a fine choice for #30 in the Royal Rumble.
He’s a multiple time World Champion, he’s held nearly every title in WWE
history, he’s going to be in the Hall of Fame one day, he’s the most
successful cruiserweight of all time, he’s won the Royal Rumble before
and he’s one of the most popular wrestlers ever. However, he’s not the
right choice for this spot.

There are two schools of thought here. The first and more prominent is
that WWE just did not understand the fans and thought they would accept
Batista as the big star making his return and embrace him with open arms.
Then they heard the reaction and changed course to make Wrestlemania all
about Daniel Bryan. The other school of thought is Bryan not being in the
Rumble was planned from the beginning, they knew where they were going at
Wrestlemania the entire time and the stories about Orton vs. Batista
headlining the show were false rumors. I’m in the middle on that but I
lean more towards the second.

Now Bryan didn’t have to win the Rumble here. You could have had a bunch
of different ways to get rid of him, even down to having Kane run out and
eliminate him if need be. However, he should have been in the main event.
It makes sense that he at least has a chance to be in there, even if it’s



just to get screwed over again.

Anyway, we have a final grouping of Punk, Rollins, Ambrose, Reigns,
Sheamus, Cesaro, Harper, Batista, Langston and Mysterio. Rey
hurricanranas Punk to the apron as the fans are booing the heck out of
the match. Sheamus clotheslines Langston out to end his worthless Rumble.
Cesaro hammers on everyone in sight and Rey hits the 619 on Rollins just
to make everyone even madder. Rollins enziguris Rey out for a nice pop
and we’re down to eight.

Dean and Seth put Harper on the apron but Reigns Superman Punches him out
to give him eight eliminations. Ambrose tries to put out his Shield mates
but Cesaro jumps he and Rollins. That’s fine with Reigns who dumps
Cesaro, Rollins and Ambrose all at once to tie Kane’s record for
eliminations in a single Rumble.

We’re down to four now and everyone hits a finisher. Reigns takes the GTS
but Kane sneaks in to eliminate Punk. That would be Punk’s last WWE match
to date. Kane goes off on Punk outside and chokeslams him through the
announcers’ table. We’re down to Sheamus, Batista and Reigns but all
three are down. Another Daniel Bryan chant starts up as Batista takes
over, turning it into a NO chant.

Sheamus cleans house and points at the sign before loading up a Brogue
Kick. He misses Batista though and gets backdropped to the apron. Reigns
elbows Sheamus out to set a new Rumble record for eliminations with
twelve. That leaves Reigns vs. Batista and all of a sudden everyone is a
Reigns fan. Reigns wins a slugout and clotheslines Batista down as the
people chant for Roman. Batista comes back with his own horrible spear,
only to have Reigns show him how it’s done….and then get thrown out a few
seconds later to send Batista to Wrestlemania.

Rating: D. This just wasn’t a very good Rumble though its moments.
Batista came in at the wrong time and it killed any kind of comeback he
could have had. The fans did not want to see what the company was
offering them at this point and they let them know about it. In their
defense though, this Rumble was kind of awful. The comedy and returns
felt forced, Rusev’s debut went nowhere and they might as well have given



it to Batista and put on an hour of Mighty Mouse cartoons to save
everyone’s time. It’s not a good match but the crowd reaction is
certainly interesting.

Batista is booed out of the building as we see a highlight package ends
the show.

Overall Rating: D+. The Rumble really hurts this show as it drags down
two good matches and an entertaining Lesnar squash. The problem is that’s
the lasting memory of this show: the fans booing the heck out of Batista
as WWE seemed to think he was exactly what WWE wanted. The show isn’t
horrible but it leaves a really bad taste in your mouth.

Ratings Comparison

New Age Outlaws vs. Goldust/Cody Rhodes

Original: C

Redo: C

Daniel Bryan vs. Bray Wyatt

Original:A

Redo: A

Brock Lesnar vs. Big Show

Original: N/A

Redo: N/A

John Cena vs. Randy Orton

Original:B

Redo: B

Royal Rumble

Original:B



Redo: D

Overall Rating

Original:A

Redo: D+

Hokey smoke that’s quite the drop.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2014/01/26/royal-rumble-2014-the-night-the-
crowd-died/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book on
the History of Saturday Night’s Main Event at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00SATPVKW

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Smackdown  –  December  30,
2022: Up And Down And Up And
Up
Smackdown
Date: December 30, 2022
Location: Amalie Arena, Tampa, Florida
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

It’s the final show of the year and that means we are going to
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be seeing more than a few big things this week. First and
foremost, John Cena is back for his only match of the year as
he teams with Kevin Owens to face Sami Zayn and Roman Reigns.
In addition, we have the Women’s Title on the line as Ronda
Rousey defends against Raquel Rodriguez. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here’s is Bray Wyatt for an opening chat. Wyatt does not see
himself as a good person but he does try. Looking back at how
he got here, he doesn’t regret much, but last week he did
something  that  he  did  regret.  Last  week,  he  apologized  a
cameraman in cold blood and….here is LA Knight to interrupt.

Knight cannot believe that the master of the mind games is
here to apologize because he doesn’t buy any of this. Wyatt
has been playing mind games and now it is time to pay the
check. Knight remembers Wyatt being something around here and
he wants Wyatt to be again. The Royal Rumble is coming up and
Knight wants to make his first a special one. Wyatt doesn’t
think much of Knight and accepts the challenge.

Cue Uncle Howdy for a rather slow walk to the ring (with the
lights still down so we can’t really see him). Howdy and Wyatt
stand next to each other and stare down Knight, but Howdy lays
out Wyatt. Knight: “What the h*** is going on? None of this
makes any sense.” Howdy leaves on his own. That’s at least
another step forward in the story.

Sami Zayn goes to the Bloodline’s dressing room and finds Paul
Heyman instead of Roman Reigns. Zayn thinks they need to talk
strategy before tonight’s main event but first Heyman wants to
talk about how happy Reigns is with Zayn’s loyalty last week.
However, it seems that Reigns might not be happy with the fans
getting behind Zayn. He hasn’t said anything, but the key is
to stay ahead of the future. With that, Zayn goes in and
Heyman looks a bit worried.

Sheamus vs. Solo Sikoa

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/12/23/smackdown-december-23-2022-i-guess-this-counts-as-merry/


As the match starts, Cole offers condolences to the family of
Don West, who made an “impact” on the wrestling world. That’s
a classy thing to do and it’s nice to see WWE acknowledge it
in some way. A clothesline doesn’t get Sheamus very far to
start so he knocks Sikoa over the top instead. An annoyed
Sikoa grabs a chair but the Usos hold him back as we take an
early break.

Back  with  Sheamus  fighting  out  of  a  chinlock  but  getting
caught with a Samoan drop. Sheamus fights up again and starts
hammering away, including the ten forearms to the chest. The
Brogue Kick is cut off with a superkick but Sheamus is right
back with a running knee for two. It’s time for everyone to
get in a fight on the floor, with Sheamus hitting a big dive
off the top. The distraction lets Sikoa Rock Bottom Sheamus on
the apron though and it’s the Samoan Spike to give Sikoa the
pin at 11:07.

Rating: C+. It’s kind of impressive how well WWE has done with
Sikoa. For someone who felt like a tacked on midcarder since
his debut, WWE has turned him into a solid hand who could win
almost any match that you put him in. This was another good
outing from Sikoa and I’d like to see where he goes in the
next few months.

Post match the beatdown is on and Sikoa wraps a chair around
Sheamus’ neck. Before the running Umaga Attack can connect
though, Drew McIntyre returns for the save to clear the ring.

Women’s Title: Ronda Rousey vs. Raquel Rodriguez

Rousey, with Shayna Baszler, is defending and goes right after
Raquel’s bad arm to start. Rodriguez sends her into the corner
though and hits an elbow as we take a break. Back with Rousey
bending the arm around the rope and then pulling her down for
a multiple limb crank (ouch). With that broken up, Rousey
throws her down for two but Rodriguez powers up. A slam with
the bad arm hurts both of them though and Rousey is right back



with the ankle lock. That’s broken up as well and Rodriguez
hits a flapjack for a breather. The Tejana Bomb is countered
into an armbar and they head outside, where the Tejana Bomb
onto the apron rocks Rousey as we take another break.

Back again with Rousey caught in a delayed suplex for two. The
arm gives out though and Rousey grabs a Kimura, only to be
powered up again. The Tejana bomb is countered into a choke
but  Rodriguez  powers  out  again.  This  time  it’s  a  Baszler
distraction but Rodriguez is able to hit the Vader Bomb elbow
anyway. Baszler puts the foot on the rope just in time, only
to  get  ejected  for  some  pretty  flagrant  cheating.  With
Rodriguez standing on the middle rope, Rousey climbs onto her
and gets the armbar in the ropes. Rodriguez drops her back but
lands on the elbow, meaning Rousey’s armbar is good for the
tap at 16:20.

Rating: B. These two have some great chemistry together as
this was their second good match against each other. Rodriguez
not winning here is a bit more acceptable as she has the arm
injury and Baszler interference to balance things out. WWE has
done a nice job with her in recent months and I’d be stunned
if she doesn’t win the title at some point in the year.

Post match Rousey and Baszler celebrate…..and Charlotte is
back! She gets straight to the point: she is challenging for
the Women’s Title TONIGHT. Rousey is in.

Women’s Title: Charlotte vs. Ronda Rousey

Charlotte  is  challenging.  Big  boot,  spear,  Rousey  armbar,
Charlotte rolls her up for the pin at 40 seconds. WWE is in on
the CHARLOTTE WINS AGAIN now joke right? They have to be. And
yes, Charlotte is the big hero in this.

Sami  Zayn  asks  Roman  Reigns  if  he’s  cool  with  the  crowd
reactions. Reigns doesn’t seem thrilled.

We look at Dominik Mysterio being arrested for invading the



Mysterios’ home on Christmas Eve. Rhea Ripley has since bailed
him out.

A bunch of tag teams mock Top Dolla for his not so great dive
last week. Dolla takes it well enough before shoving Ricochet.
Holding back ensues.

Bray Wyatt vs. LA Knight is set for the Royal Rumble in a
Pitch Black match.

Here is Imperium for a chat. Ludwig Kaiser introduces the team
and brags about Gunther’s Intercontinental Title reign. We see
a video on the title reign before Braun Strowman interrupts.
Strowman didn’t see himself in that video and he wants his own
title shot. Imperium goes to leave instead but Strowman grabs
Gunther. The fight is on with Strowman clearing the ring but
the run around ringside is sent through the barricade. Gunther
wears Strowman out with a chair and they get inside, where
Gunther grabs an armbar. Ricochet makes the save with a chair
and clears the ring again.

Roman Reigns/Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens/John Cena

The rest of the Bloodline is here too. Owens hammers on Zayn
to  start  as  Cena  does  his  always  good  job  of  playing
cheerleader on the apron. With Zayn down in the corner, Owens
brings up the SAMI chants, much to Reigns’ annoyance. Reigns
comes in and stares down Owens, who looks over to Cena. That
lets reigns blast him with a clothesline and a Rock Bottom for
two as we take a break.

Back with Owens trying to get the tag but Cena is knocked to
the floor. A superkick into the Pop Up Powerbomb gives Owens
two, with Reigns making the save. Reigns beats Owens down and
tags himself in, only to miss the Superman Punch. Owens nails
a superkick and the bullfrog splash gets two.

Reigns counters the Pop Up Powerbomb into a Superman Punch but
the spear only hits post. Cena is back up on the apron and



there’s the hot tag for Cena to beat up Zayn. House is cleaned
and Reigns is dropped as well, allowing the tag back to Owens.
Stereo Shuffles hit the Bloodline and it’s an AA to Reigns,
followed by a Stunner to pin Zayn at 10:59.

Rating: C+. This was a question of whether they would do the
big angle here or wait for the fallout next week. Cena being
back means a lot though, even if it is likely just a one off
appearance. He still feels like one of the biggest stars ever
and having him back boosted the show a lot. The match felt
like something special and that is a sign that they did it
right.

Overall Rating: B. The main thing I’ll say about this show is
that stuff happened here. Between the multiple returns, the
surprise title change and Cena being in the main event, this
was a show that did not feel boring in any way. Good, fast
paced show and Smackdown feels like it is heading for the new
year on a bit of a roll for a change.

Results
Solo Sikoa b. Sheamus – Samoan Spike
Ronda Rousey b. Raquel Rodriguez – Armbar
Charlotte b. Ronda Rousey – Rollup
John Cena/Kevin Owens b. Roman Reigns/Sami Zayn – Stunner to
Zayn
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wrestling headline needs.

 

Monday Night Raw – March 10,
2008  (Wrestlemania  Rewind):
Needs More Rewind
Monday Night Raw
Date: March 10, 2008
Location: Bradley Center, Madison, Wisconsin
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

It’s a special three hour show as we have Wrestlemania Rewind.
In this case that means every match will be a Wrestlemania
rematch, which could make for some interesting combinations a
few years after the original matches. Other than that, either
Randy Orton or HHH will be in charge tonight, which isn’t fair
to the other two when they get two hours each. Let’s get to
it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here  is  Ric  Flair  to  get  things  going.  Last  week,  Shawn
Michaels came out here and said that he was going to stop
Flair’s show at Wrestlemania. That means Flair needs Michaels
out here right now in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Cue Shaw, with
Flair saying that is the best entrance in wrestling today.
When Flair got started, the idea of sympathy did not exist and
if he can’t compete in the ring with people like Shawn today,
he doesn’t to do this anymore. Flair wants to be a franchise
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player and someone who can beat someone like Shawn on his best
day.

Shawn  brings  up  the  “to  be  the  man”  line,  because  at
Wrestlemania, he IS the man, and Flair’s career is ending. No
matter what happens, the show is going to get stolen. Before
Wrestlemania though, Flair has a 3-1 steel cage match against
Edge and…uh, his Edge guys. Now Shawn’s Friday nights are
usually reserved for Dora The Explorer, but he’ll make an
exception this time. Cue Randy Orton to interrupt, calling
this a touching, touching moment. Orton is in charge tonight,
so we’ll have HHH vs. Kane and Shawn vs. the man he couldn’t
beat last year at Wrestlemania: John Cena.

Undertaker vs. Mark Henry

Casket match. Undertaker slugs away in the corner to start and
hits the jumping clothesline to continue the fast opening. Old
School is loaded up but Henry pulls him into a bearhug. With
that not working, Henry clotheslines him to the floor, where
Undertaker lands on his feet and pulls Henry outside. A whip
into the corner slows Undertaker down again so he rams Henry
into the casket. Back in and something close to a World’s
Strongest  Slam  gets  Henry  out  of  trouble,  only  to  have
Undertaker pull him into the choke. That’s enough to knock
Henry out and put him in the casket for the win.

Rating: D+. That might be the shortest casket match I can
remember and it felt like a way to have Undertaker on the show
in some fashion. There was nothing to this one as Undertaker
more or less squashed him in a hurry. Granted that’s how it
should have been, but this wasn’t the most interesting option.

Floyd Mayweather Jr. and company are here.

Boxing people talk about Big Show vs. Mayweather Jr.

Earlier today, HHH talked about being ready to get the title
back because it is two years in the making. Cena, Orton, game



on.

Mr. Kennedy vs. Finlay

They were in a Money in the Bank ladder match before so this
counts as a rematch. Hold on though as JBL pops up on screen
to say he’ll beat up Finlay so bad that he’ll be in a bed next
to Hornswoggle. The bell rings and Finlay beats on him with
the shillelagh for a DQ in about fifteen seconds.

Post match the beating continues and Finlay knocks him silly.

WWE is doing something with Make A Wish. Apparently John Cena
does a lot with the charity. Like him or not, that is another
level of work.

Intercontinental Title: Chris Jericho vs. Jeff Hardy

Hardy  is  defending.  JR:  “One  has  to  wonder  what  Chris
Jericho’s  motive  is  in  this  match.”  Lawler:  “To  win  the
Intercontinental Title and be the champion.” They get on with
the brawl (based off of some issues on the Highlight Reel a
few weeks back) early until Jericho clotheslines him over the
top.

We take an early break and come back with Hardy hitting the
dropkick  through  the  ropes.  Hardy’s  barricade  running
clothesline only hits announcers’ table though and things slow
down a good bit. Back in and Jericho bends the back over his
knee before kicking Hardy in the head. Hardy finally fights up
and hits something like a Sling Blade, plus a Whisper in the
Wind for two.

They go to a pinfall reversal sequence until Hardy misses some
kind of flip. Jericho’s high crossbody is rolled through to
give  Hardy  two  but  the  Twist  of  Fate  is  countered.  The
Lionsault  gives  Jericho  two  but  he  misses  the  running
enziguri,  allowing  Hardy  to  hit  the  Twist  of  Fate.  Hardy
misses  the  Swanton  though  and  it’s  a  Codebreaker  to  give



Jericho the pin and the title.

Rating: B. This took some time to get going but the last few
minutes were what you would expect from these two. Hardy has
been on a bit of a downward slide at the moment, as at some
point he has to actually win the bigger matches. Winning the
Intercontinental Title doesn’t mean much for him, but it does
give Jericho a needed boost. Good match too, at least once
things really got rolling.

Nikolai Volkoff/Iron Sheik vs. US Express

Hold on though as Jillian Hall is here for her own version of
Born In The USA. That earns her the airplane spin from Mike
Rotunda, as we have no match (thank goodness).

Next up for the Hall of Fame: the Briscos. Yeah that works,
and as usual the old footage is great.

Video on Big Show.

Kane watches a clip of HHH beating him at Wrestlemania XV.
We’re still allowed to talk about that one? Anyway, Randy
Orton comes in and wants Kane to hurt HHH tonight but Kane
doesn’t want a history lesson.

HHH vs. Kane

Kane slugs him into the corner to start but HHH punches his
way to freedom. Back up and Kane takes it outside, where HHH
reverses a whip into the post. Kane slugs away back inside and
kicks HHH in the face, only to charge into a spinebuster. The
facebuster staggers Kane again but the Pedigree is countered.
As Randy Orton comes out to watch, HHH slips out of the
chokeslam and hits the Pedigree for the pin.

Rating: C. They kept this VERY simple and to the point, as HHH
gets to beat up the monster clean. Then again it isn’t like
Kane is worth much at the moment and has just been kind of
going through the motions. What matters here is HHH though, as



he gets the big win and builds momentum towards Wrestlemania,
meaning they accomplished the goal.

John Cena talks about how important Wrestlemania is. It’s the
reason why he worked so hard to come back from his injury so
soon, because Wrestlemania is what matters more than anything
else. He respects Randy Orton, but it is going to be a fight
to be the best. Cena’s time will come again.

Melina vs. Ashley

Beth Phoenix is here with Melina but there’s no Ashley, as she
is hurt. We have a replacement though.

Melina vs. Maria

Beth Phoenix and Candice Michelle are here too. Maria charges
into a boot in the corner to start as the shrieking is on to
start. Now it’s Santino Marella coming out to watch, complete
with a copy of Maria’s Playboy. Santino rips it up for a
distraction, allowing Melina to hit a reverse DDT for the pin.

Post match Beth helps Melina beat the other two down.

Video on Floyd Mayweather Jr. He has a lot of money.

Here is Shane McMahon for the official Big Show vs. Floyd
Mayweather Jr. weigh-in. Mayweather weighs 159lbs and Show
weighs 441. Show isn’t interested in the photo, but he does
bring up Mayweather’s posse. Instead he brings out his own
posse in the form of the locker room. Show points out that no
one here likes Mayweather and promises pain at Wrestlemania.
Mayweather pulls out cash, smells it, and talks about how he
respects Big Show.

As the WHAT treatment goes on, Mayweather says Show has to
catch him to hurt him. Show takes the case and hands it to
some of the wrestlers so Mayweather promises to break Show’s
jaw at Wrestlemania. Everyone goes to leave, but Show grabs
Mayweather and throws him over the top, onto a bunch of the



wrestlers. Mayweather comes up favoring his shoulder and runs
to the back with everyone else going behind him.

Wrestlemania rundown.

Randy Orton says he’s HHH and John Cena plus more rolled into
one. Wouldn’t that get a little cramped?

Edge vs. CM Punk

Non-title and the Edgeheads are here with Edge. Punk kicks him
in the face to start but walks into a hot shot for his
efforts. Some strikes don’t work very well for Punk but he is
fine enough to fight out of a suplex. A knee to the face and
some kicks set up the springboard clothesline for two on Edge.
That earns Punk a quick DDT from Edge but Punk is back up with
the GTS attempt. Cue the Edgeheads for a distraction though
and the spear gives Edge the pin.

Rating: C. Punk has taken a few hits as of late and doesn’t
seem to have much going in the way of momentum. Granted some
of that might just be due to feuding with Chavo Guerrero for
weeks on end, but losing to Edge isn’t quite as bad. Punk
certainly has the talent, and now all he has to do is put the
pieces together to make it work

Here is William Regal to talk about the Raw vs. Smackdown
match between Umaga vs. Batista. Regal isn’t worried about
Batista, which sends us to a video on Umaga. As Regal talks
about how he pities Batista at Wrestlemania, here is Batista
to  interrupt.  The  fight  is  on  with  Batista  hitting  the
spinebuster to send Umaga running.

Vince McMahon is getting a star on the Hollywood Walk Of Fame.

Shawn Michaels vs. John Cena

They trade hammerlocks to start as we talk about their history
against each other. Neither can get very far until it’s Cena
trying to get the STF, sending Shawn to the floor and us to a



break. Back with Cena cranking on the arm until Shawn swinging
neckbreakers his way to freedom. Cena gets tossed over the top
and it’s time to start in on the knee back inside.

A quick AA attempt doesn’t work as the knee gives out, with
Shawn chop blocking Cena to damage the knee even worse. Cena
is fine enough to kick Michaels into the corner though and the
clothesline comeback is on. The Shuffle connects but the FU is
countered into a pinfall reversal sequence.

They collide for a double knockdown and a breather, allowing
Shawn to hit the flying forearm. The top rope elbow looks to
set up Sweet Chin Music but Cena grabs the foot. That’s fine
with Shawn, who pulls him into that reverse Figure Four. With
that broken up, Cena is sent outside and Shawn hits a dive,
only to have Randy Orton run in to deck Cena for the DQ.

Rating: B-. These two are always going to work well together
so the quality was hardly a surprise. It also helps that they
got some time, but Orton running in was the best way to go
given  how  strong  both  of  them  need  to  be  going  into
Wrestlemania. It’s no classic, but Shawn vs. Cena in any form
is at least worth a look.

Post match the RKO onto a chair is countered into a shove onto
the chair, setting up the FU to drop Orton.

We cut to HHH in the back, who is in charge next week.
Therefore, next week it’s John Cena and Randy Orton teaming up
to face….the entire Raw roster. Oh boy.

Overall Rating: C. The nostalgia was fun, but it was also
pretty limited, with some random rematches and cameos, plus
some rematches that only kind of took place originally. I can
go for an old school show, but this wasn’t exactly their best
effort. They’re making me want to see Wrestlemania though so
they are getting the big picture right.

 



 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:
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Over  The  Limit  2010:  When
Punk Gets Mad
Note that this was written live in 2010 and the quality is
far, far below what I would have today.  I apologize in
advance.

Over the Limit 2010
Date: May 23, 2010
Location: Joe Louis Arena, Detroit, Michigan
Commentators: Matt Striker, Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole

It seems like we’re STILL on the same angles as we were on at
Mania. I’m not sure if that’s good or not. Allegedly tonight
is Batista’s last or one of his last appearances with WWE. I’m
not so sure if that’s the case or not but with the gimmick
match  tonight,  it’s  certainly  possible.  Also  on  the  card
tonight we have Swagger vs. Big Show in a match I truly can’t
predict but on instinct it’s Swagger. That all being said,
let’s get to it.
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We have a Spanish announce team. That’s rather odd for this
day and age.

Intercontinental Title: Kofi Kingston vs. Drew McIntyre

Could Drew’s music be sweeter? So remember the idea here is
that Drew got stripped of the belt and Kofi won a tournament
for it. Drew got it put back on him because Vince likes him.
This is the big showdown for it I guess. Drew jumps him early
as Striker thinks we need to know that it’s been eleven years
since the title has changed hands in Detroit. Ok then. The
fans are all over Drew who is dominating early.

Apparently most people don’t like working with him which is
odd. I guess you can tell more when you’re in the ring though.
That makes more sense at least. Smackdown has definitely been
having the better in ring stuff lately and this shouldn’t be
an exception. Drew does one of those idiotic spots where he
jumps into Kofi’s feet when he puts them up. What the heck was
that supposed to be? The set might look cool but I can’t tell.

There’s this weird kind of spotlight thing going on from the
end of the arena behind the announcers. It’s rather odd and
looks like 6 lights coming off of it. Boom Drop in the corner
of all places hits. Ok then. Trouble in Paradise misses and
the SOS gets a clean pin. Wow did not see that one coming.

Post match Drew gets on the mic and says the show doesn’t keep
going until he’s declared champion by Teddy Long. Instead we
get Matt Hardy to an ERUPTION. Seriously it’s been like two
weeks not 4 months. Twist of Fate puts Drew down.

Rating: B-. Not bad for an opener I guess. Kofi winning is
kind of a surprise but I’d bet on Drew being pushed higher up
on the card or into something against Christian or someone
like that. Anyway, Kofi doesn’t need the title really, but
then again neither does McIntyre. This worked well enough I
guess and wasn’t bad at all. Not up to their TV stuff but not
bad at all.



Punk is looking in a mirror and says he’s awesome. Tonight
Mysterio goes straightedge. Luke hugs him which is kind of
awkward.

We  recap  Ted  DiBiase  vs.  R-Truth.  This  is  a  simple  but
effective feud. What more can you ask for? In short, Ted
wanted Truth to be his Virgil.

Ted DiBiase vs. R-Truth

Truth’s entrance is awesome. I’m not a fan of him but I have
to  give  him  that  one.  The  real  Virgil  is  here  with  him
instead. You can’t beat that for old school guys. Striker says
rich people are better. Amen to that brother man. We even get
a Virgil chant. WOW. Cole says that DiBiase paid a couple of
guys a few weeks ago to take out R-Truth. One was Carlito.
That’s rather amusing.

We get a Harley Race impression from about 1983 and the bounty
to take out Flair. I love obscure references like that. Truth
busts out a Downward Spiral. I hate that move. Virgil looks
more or less exactly the same as he used to. That’s either
really impressive or bad. This is really sloppy. Truth…kind of
hits the Lie Detector (spinning forearm) for the clean pin.
That was bad. Virgil gets the Million Dollar Belt and tries to
wake up DiBiase, despite the forearm grazing him at best.

Rating: D. Not very good and just SLOPPY. The stuff came off
as weak looking and just all over the place. I didn’t like
what I was seeing and the Truth pin just came off as from out
of nowhere, which isn’t bad I guess.

Drew goes into Teddy’s office and says change the decision.
Drew destroys the office and a picture of Martin Luther King.
Never mind as he doesn’t wreck the picture.

We recap the Punk/Rey feud. More or less, Punk wants Rey in
the SES. Rey says they’re hypocrites. This is one of the
matches I have no clue on, which is the point I guess.



CM Punk vs. Rey Mysterio

All outside parties are banned here, which makes me think
Masked Man messing things up somehow. Rey is in yellow tonight
which makes him look stupider than usual somehow. Punk jumps
him to start. That’s my boy. We get into a semi-Master/Slave
dialectic from Lawler. That was bizarre but an essay on that
got me through a college class. In a SICK spot, Rey gets
thrown into the barber’s chair at ringside. That seriously
HURT.

Punk is cut open too so they have to stop the blood flow. Can
we get Linda in the Senate already? Rey looks at something
under his wrist tape for some reason. The match stops for like
three minutes because of this. We get an EPIC boring chant and
Punk goes off. Seriously, a trickle of blood is ok. Stopping a
PPV for that long because of a cut like that is idiotic. I’ve
never seen Punk snap like that and I loved it.

Rey hits a sunset flip powerbomb for two. They crank it up and
they both get a bunch of near falls. We get some weird dueling
chants that I can’t quite make out. GTS of course doesn’t
work. Punk gets a corner powerbomb though. Nice one. Punk
kicks Rey’s head off. GTS is reversed again and Rey hits the
619.  Springboard  Splash  misses  though  and  this  is  a  good
match.

And then we get the same pin that HHH beat Jeff Hardy with at
some PPV where Rey rolls him up off a sloppy pin. I hate
Vince.  Punk  is  busted  open  again.  Here  comes  Gallows  and
Serena  and  I  hope  I  don’t  know  what’s  coming.  They  have
handcuffs. And here’s….KANE? What the HECK? Punk is handcuffed
and gets his hair cut. I hate WWE sometimes. I truly do.

Rating: B+. I really liked this match. I hate the booking, but
the in ring stuff was great. There were all kinds of great
back and forth things going on here with the great near falls.
I can’t blame them for the cut thing as that’s a company



decision. Also Punk just going OFF after that was great.

Ad for Fatal Fourway with all championships being in the title
of the show style of matches.

Jericho makes fun of Show and Miz sneaks up on him which
doesn’t work. Show threatens to know Jericho out, wake him up
and knock him out again. This was funny.

And now let’s have a trailer for Prince of Persia.

Unified Tag Titles: Hart Dynasty vs. Chris Jericho/The Miz

There’s not much to say here at all. It’s not bad but it’s ok
I guess. Natalya is solid as a manager. They say that on
Monday when Hart won the US Title he was in his homeland. They
make it sound like he came from an island nation with like
four people on it. It’s a very standard tag match which is
both good and bad I suppose. Kidd takes the Walls and the
Codebreaker off a springboard. It just wasn’t a very good one.
Somehow that only gets two. Wow.

Jericho goes off and yells at Kidd to stay down. That was kind
of amusing. We’re getting a lot of near falls here. Miz and
Jericho yell at the referee A LOT. Natalya trips Jericho and
Smith hits the powerslam for the LONG two. This started slow
but has gotten a lot better.

Skull Crushing Finale is blocked but Miz gets a rollup and the
tights for two. VERY good match here. I’m very surprised. Miz
does his running clothesline into the corner but Smith catches
him to set up the Hart Attack. NICE match with a SWEET ending.

Rating: B. I liked this a lot more than I expected to. Like I
said it started slow but it picked WAY up soon after that. The
clean  retaining  surprised  me  very  much  actually  but  it’s
certainly a good thing. They needed that for some credibility
and I’ve very glad they didn’t do the switch to another random
tag team. Nice match and a very pleasant surprise.



We recap Edge vs. Orton which is just that Edge turned heel
again and had a great segment on Raw to set this up. This is
the most hyped show on the card. Not sure if it’s going to
live up to it. I doubt it will actually.

Edge vs. Randy Orton

They try to talk down the pop that Orton gets for no apparent
reason. Orton goes for no tape again which is his new look I
guess. Nothing wrong with that. Orton dominates early as would
be expected I guess. Edge takes ove and the match is decent
enough I guess. Edge hooks a body scissors and the fans think
it’s boring. Orton reacts and counters with elbows to get a
HUGE RKO chant going. Orton hits the elevated DDT to a huge
pop.

The lack of tape thing is working for me. Spear is blocked by
a kick. This crowd is NUTS for Orton but his arm is hurt from
earlier. Hey we got some psychology in there! Orton might be
legit hurt. Yeah he must be. We go to the floor and Edge
misses a spear. This has to be legit. At least I think it is.
Oh dear.

Rating: C-. What we got is what I’m grading it on as it’s
pretty clear that wasn’t the planned ending. Orton was doing
his mat slap thing and just stopped dead. Also no way that was
going to end in a double count out. Until then it wasn’t that
good but it did ok.

We recap Swagger vs. Show which you can read the Smackdown
review if you want the story on.

Smackdown World Title: Jack Swagger vs. Big Show

This is another one where I don’t know how it’s going to end.
Show uses some wrestling here and Swagger’s look is great.
SHOW DOES PUSHUPS! Somebody get that boy a Twinkie before he
passes out! Swagger goes for the leg and that doesn’t work.
Show keeps coming back. After some boring stuff, Show sets for



the chokeslam…..and Swagger blasts him in the head with the
belt for the intentional DQ. WOW.

Well they went old school with that so I can’t complain. Two
belt shots and Show gets up. A chair shot doesn’t work either
and Swagger takes a chokeslam. So the world champion can’t put
a guy down with two belt shots and a chair. Right. Show drops
him with a punch again. Pay no attention to Swagger opening
his eyes to make sure things are going right.

Rating: D. It was short and the ending completely sucked.
Swagger looks weak after losing to Kofi on Monday. He’s also
lost to Morrison and Orton. Is there a point to him being
champion? Yes he’s champion, but he’s another weak champion.
It’s a good bit annoying but that’s WWE for you. They’ve been
awesome lately so I can’t complain much I guess.

We recap Batista vs. Cena and Batista says he’ll make Cena say
he quits.

Raw Women’s Title: Maryse vs. Eve Torres

This is better than I’d expect it to be actually. This has
gotten some great build over the past few weeks and due to a
lack of matches they have to give it a lot of time. Maryse
randomly starts crying for no adequately explained reason. We
actually get some near falls. Eve hits some messed up face
plant into a rollup for the pin. Cole, Striker and Lawler make
jokes about Eve and just lose it on commentary.

Rating: C-. For what you had to work with here and given what
Divas matches tend to be, this was actually decent. I tend to
start most Divas matches at a D or so, meaning this was pretty
good. There was some actual drama and Eve won with a nice
finisher. Solid little match.

We recap Batista vs. Cena which is about 3 months old now.
Mainly it’s about Batista being mad about getting Duct-Taped
to the post to lose last time.



Raw World Title: John Cena vs. Batista

Batista has a mic and asks Cena if he wants to quit right now.
Batista says the words I Quit but for some reason that’s not
the end of the match. Cena of course blasts him with the mic.
He has a chair within seconds. Some hero eh? Cena gets the
split  chants  again.  You  can’t  argue  the  guy  gets  people
talking. The problem here is you don’t have to watch the first
20 minutes or so here as nothing is going to happen.

Batista hits the spear if you want to call it that. The fans
are awesome tonight. Batista hooks his Rings of Saturn kind of
thing but puts far less pressure on it. Cena stands up to get
out of it and there’s the STFU. Ropes don’t count for breaks
here. Batista passes out in the hold. Some animal indeed. In
Austin vs. hart that would be enough. Not here I guess though.
Cena gets some water and wakes him up. Ok, now HOOK THE HOLD
AGAIN.

Cena won’t quit off a spinebuster. So Batista takes about 9
hours to set up the two tables on the floor and Cena just lets
him. I can’t say I blame him though as it’s a breather for
him. Batista gets a powerslam through one of the tables and
Cena is cut BAD. Let’s get an EMT out there as we can’t have
blood in an anything goes match! This is idiotic. We head into
the crowd for a bit now and walk forever.

I guess they wanted to get away from the doctors. Cena is told
to  quit  or  he’ll  be  thrown  over.  Cena  has  to  answer
apparently. Or what? He’ll get water thrown on him? Idiotic
line if there ever was one. Cena fights out of it and they
fight on the barrier up there. Dangerous looking spot and
Batista falls all of 6 feet onto some people. Shockingly, that
doesn’t end it. I’m glad as if they didn’t it would have
sucked to say the least.

They fight up to the entrance near some cars. I wonder if
that’s  how  it  ends.  Cena  won’t  quit  and  the  crowd  POPS.



Batista gets in a car which of course has the keys in the
ignition and he runs into Cena and the set which shoots off
some sparks. Apparently he didn’t hit Cena as he’s up and
fighting. Striker says Cena had to have moved since there’s no
other way to explain that. FU onto a 78 Camaro and he won’t
quit.

Cena grabs the mic and says he was really hoping Batista would
say that. They go on top of the car and Batista quits to avoid
the massive FU. Of course he gets it anyway and goes through
the stage. Post match Cena celebrates and the graphic in the
corner pops up and they say good night but Sheamus kicks his
head off as he turns around to really end it. I like that.

Rating: B. This was good. I don’t think anyone believed Cena
was going to lose here which is fine. He went over as strong
as possible and Batista looks like a defeated man if that’s
the end of his run with the company. Either way this was a
solid match and a solid way to end the show. It was over the
top but that’s fine. Now, KEEP THEM APART.

Overall Rating: D. This just didn’t do it for me. And before
anyone jumps on me and says I overreacted to Punk/Rey, heck
yes I did. I don’t like Rey and Punk is my favorite wrestler.
It’s part of being a fan so shut up with the whole biased
arguments. Heck yes I’m biased. Anyway, this show just wasn’t
very good.

The best way I can put it is unnecessary. This show was
unnecessary. Nothing of major note happened other than Punk
and Rey. There was some solid wrestling on the show, but there
was just too much that didn’t work for me. Having literally no
heels win is just a weird thing to do. This show isn’t as bad
as people are saying, but it wasn’t good.
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Monday Night Raw – March 3,
2008: Are You Smarter Than A
Snitsky?
Monday Night Raw
Date: March 3, 2008
Location: Conseco Fieldhouse, Indianapolis, Indiana
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

It’s finally Wrestlemania month and we are less than four
weeks away from the show. The big story around here is the
triple threat match between Raw World Champion Randy Orton and
challengers HHH and John Cena. Other than that, we’re going to
be  seeing  Big  Show  vs.  a  professional  fighter,  because
wrestlers are…tap dancers or something. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Randy Orton, John Cena and HHH are in William Regal’s office
and has a great idea: for the next three weeks, one of them
will be in charge every week. Tonight it’s Cena, but Orton
thinks they should have a pact that says the other two should
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get the night off every week. Cena has a better idea.

Opening sequence.

Big Show vs. Brandon Hill

This is billed as MMA (win by pin/submission/knockout), as
Hill is a boxer and Floyd Mayweather Jr. is watching live from
Las Vegas (I’m sure). We get the showdown, with Show towering
over the rather small Hill, and in a rare production gaffe,
you see the cameramen in the ring (I don’t know if that’s a
choice for the match, but it feels WAY out of place in WWE).
Hill runs away to start and then panics when Show grabs him by
the trunks. Then the chokeslam finishes for Show fast.

Post match Show calls out Mayweather and promises to ruin him
at Wrestlemania. Mayweather pops up on screen to yell about
how he’ll break Show’s jaw. Oh and he’s coming to the show.
Then Show tosses Hill over the top for a nasty landing.

Video on HHH.

Shawn Michaels/Ric Flair vs. Lance Cade/Trevor Murdoch

Flair and Murdoch start things off, with Flair sending him
into the corner for some right hands. Shawn comes in for an
awkward collision with Murdoch, allowing Cade to grab a belly
to back suplex. An atomic drop/big boot combination gets two
on Shawn but he gets a boot up to stop a diving Murdoch. It’s
back to Flair to strike away, setting up the stereo Figure
Fours for the stereo submissions.

Rating: C. Just a quick, nothing match here with Flair and
Shawn getting to spend some time together with Wrestlemania on
the way. We still have some more weeks for them to be nice to
each other before they get personal, which still feels like a
bit of a stretch. Cade and Murdoch’s fall continues, as they
are now about as worthless as they could be. Because tag
teams.



Post match Shawn says he doesn’t want to be the one who ends
Flair’s career. He knows Flair is thinking “what makes Shawn
think he’s that guy”, but it’s Wrestlemania and he’s Shawn
Michaels.  At  Wrestlemania,  Flair’s  show  is  going  to  be
stopped.

John Cena comes in to see William Regal and gets right to the
point: tonight it’s Randy Orton vs. HHH, while Cena will face
Mr. Kennedy. Oh and since Cena is in charge, Regal can leave
the office.

Umaga vs. Super Crazy

William Regal is on commentary as Umaga wins with the Samoan
Spike in less than 45 seconds.

Here is Chris Jericho for the return of the Highlight Reel.
Jericho talks about how this is the talk show that inspired
the others, such as Are You Smarter Than A Snitsky and Cooking
With Goldberg. For now though, let’s get our guest out there:
Jeff Hardy. Jericho shows us a clip of him beating Hardy last
week to qualify for Money In The Bank, even though Hardy is
already in there. Of course fans are expecting Hardy to steal
the show, but this time Hardy talks about how important it is
for him to win here. Then Hardy lays him out with the Twist of
Fate.

Mr. Kennedy vs. John Cena

Kennedy’s headlock doesn’t do much to start as Cena is right
back with a backdrop. We take a break about thirty seconds in
(erg) and come back with Kennedy bailing to the floor, meaning
the chase is on. Kennedy snaps him throat first across the top
rope to take over, setting up a hard ram into the apron. Back
in and Kennedy hits a neckbreaker onto the knee for two,
followed by the cravate to stay on the neck. Cena powers out
and hits the running clotheslines into the top rope Fameasser.
The STFU finishes Kennedy off.



Rating:  C+.  They  didn’t  have  much  time  here  and  that
commercial was quite the waste of time. Cena gets some revenge
to make up for the night where he was hurt in October so a
thread is tied up. I’m not sure how many people were wanting
it to be tied up, but getting Cena in the ring on Raw is often
a good idea and having him win here without much drama over
the winner worked fine.

Jerry Lawler is in the ring to emcee the unveiling of Maria’s
Playboy cover. Maria and Candice Michelle come out, the cover
is unveiled…and Santino Marella has censored it. Cue Santino
to complain about Maria being in the magazine, Maria yells at
him and Lawler clears him out. The real cover is revealed,
Lawler is excited and that’s it. So why did they have the
other version ready (a giant banner above the ring) when they
were surprised that Santino had messed with the poster size
one?

John Cena was at a NASCAR race.

Money In The Bank Qualifying Match: Carlito vs. Cody Rhodes

Cody’s headlock doesn’t go very far to start but he does get
two off a backslide. Back up and Carlito sends him into the
corner for some shots to the face but the Backstabber misses.
A middle rope spinning crossbody gives Cody two and a sunset
flip is good for the same. Cody tries a victory roll but
Carlito reverses into a backstabber for the pin.

Rating: C-. This was quick and to the point, with Carlito
qualifying for a match he has no chance of winning. Cody isn’t
going to win it either and is way too early in his career to
be there either, so maybe just not having these two in a match
for a spot would have been better. It’s good to get Cody in
the ring, but Carlito means nothing at this point and that
isn’t easy to hide.

We get a satellite interview with Floyd Mayweather Jr., who
brags about how awesome he is and how he is ready to dominate



WWE. He’s ready to break Big Show’s jaw and declares himself
the real king, much to Lawler’s….well I’d assume annoyance,
but  Mayweather  promises  to  turn  the  company  into  Money
Mayweather Entertainment so we don’t get much of a reaction.

Mae Young is going into the Hall of Fame, meaning we get quite
the entertaining video package.

Here is Finlay to confront JBL after Hornswoggle was attacked
last week. For now though, here is Vince McMahon to interrupt,
with Vince confirming that he is NOT Hornswoggle’s father, but
Finlay certainly is. JBL isn’t here, but we do have him via
satellite….from Hornswoggle’s hospital room. JBL says it’s fun
to prey on the innocent and the challenge to face Finlay is
thrown out for Wrestlemania. Then JBL turns out the lights and
we hear Hornswoggle screaming. That was an intense scene and
JBL is kind of perfect for it, but they rushed through it so
fast that it didn’t have quite the impact.

HHH vs. Randy Orton

Non-title and John Cena is on commentary. Orton takes him into
the corner to start and we get a clean….stare at each other.
HHH does the same thing but punches Orton in the face, which
fits him rather well. Some headlock takeovers from HHH are
broken  up  by  Orton’s  headscissors  as  Cena  talks  about
everything  Orton  did  to  his  father.

Orton grabs the backbreaker as the fans are rather behind HHH.
The circle stomping ensues until HHH is back up with the
facebuster. They fight to the floor with HHH hammering away,
setting up the spinebuster back inside. Orton bails to the
floor and grabs the title so Cena breaks it up, only to have
HHH knock both of them over. Cena comes in and jumps HHH for
the DQ.

Rating: C. They didn’t have much time to do anything here and
the match was more about sitting around waiting on Cena to do
something to end things. That’s likely what we are going to be



seeing for a few weeks to come and that is not the worst idea.
The idea is to make fans want to see Wrestlemania and little
teases like this could make that be the case.

Post match Cena gives HHH the FU but walks into the RKO so
Orton can stand tall to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. You can definitely feel a similar style of
build to Wrestlemania on Raw and Smackdown. The main event is
the  huge  focal  point  with  one  other  big  match  per  show
announced. This week saw JBL vs. Finlay all but set up and
when you throw in Umaga vs. Batista and Money in the Bank, the
core of the show is ready. This week’s show was just ok, but
the build to Wrestlemania is what matters most and that is
going rather well.
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Monday Night Raw – February
25, 2008: Friendly Photo Op
Monday Night Raw
Date: February 25, 2008
Location: US Airways Center, Phoenix, Arizona
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

We’re still on the Road to Wrestlemania and now we have a new
participant in the Raw World Title match. Last week, John Cena
defeated Randy Orton in a non-title match to make the title
match a triple threat match. Other than that, we’re setting up
some Money in the Bank participants so now we get to see who
else gets to join. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of John Cena beating Randy Orton last
week to get into the Wrestlemania title match, only to have
HHH lay them both out.

Orton, Cena and HHH are in the ring for what seems to be a
photo opportunity, as moderated by William Regal. With the
photo taken, each one gets to say something so we can know
their thoughts heading into the match. Cena goes first and
says he was raised that if you have a problem with someone,
you say it to their face.

With that, he gets in HHH’s face and thanks him for not
throwing  out  last  week’s  match,  allowing  Cena  to  go  to
Wrestlemania. He does have a problem with the Pedigree, but
HHH says he wants Cena in the ring at Wrestlemania. HHH thinks
a lot of the fans liked the Pedigree and Cena better get used
to it, because at Wrestlemania, he’s getting another one. Cena
remembers HHH tapping out at Wrestlemania, which is enough for
HHH to take off his jacket.
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The staredown is on but Orton says one thing is going to
remain the same: he is still WWE Champion. The two of them
have come after him but he still has the title. You might even
say THE CHAMP IS HERE! Orton says the two of them can’t do
anything about it, which is enough for the fight to be on.
With Orton sent outside, HHH punches Cena down but Orton is
back in with the RKO to both of them. Orton poses, leaves,
then poses again. Good segment to get everyone in the ring and
doing something in less than ten minutes.

Post break Orton is in the back when he runs into Mr. Kennedy.
Since Wrestlemania is right around the corner, Kennedy has
been thinking about winning Money In The Bank and cashing in
that night, so Orton loses no matter what. Orton promises
violence if Kennedy tries.

Carlito/Santino Marella vs. Hardcore Holly/Cody Rhodes

Non-title and Maria is here with Carlito and Santino. Marella
and Rhodes start things off with Rhodes slamming him down and
dropping a knee. Rhodes gets sent into Carlito on the apron
and Santino gets in a takedown. That’s enough for Carlito to
come in and stomp away as Lawler is trying to get Maria to
come sit next to him. A swinging neckbreaker drops Rhodes for
two but he Russian legsweeps his way to freedom. Holly comes
in to clean house as Lawler throws his crown at Maria to get
her attention. The distraction lets Holly slam Marella off the
top and hit the Alabama Slam for the pin.

Rating: C-. Well at least Lawler’s jabbering turned into a
little something with the ending. I’m not sure why they didn’t
just make this a title match for the sake of giving the champs
a successful defense, especially when it’s Carlito/Marella.
The match was short and to the point, which was mainly about
Maria, who is higher profile than the four people in the match
at the moment.

We recap Big Show agreeing to fight Floyd Mayweather Jr. last



week.

We go to the Wrestlemania press conference, with Mayweather
vs. Big Show confirmed for the show. Mayweather, standing on
something, had a staredown with Show, who promised to explain
pain.

William Regal is happy with the controversy and promises more
of it when Mr. Kennedy and Randy Orton team up to face John
Cena and HHH tonight. Chris Jericho comes in to mock Regal’s
hair and offer him some tea (in a seven year old call back)
before getting to the point: he wants in Money In The Bank.
Regal is cool with that, but Jericho has to qualify against
Jeff Hardy. Oh and it’s next. Cool with Jericho, but Regal’s
shirt and tie aren’t.

Money  In  The  Bank  Qualifying  Match:  Jeff  Hardy  vs.  Chris
Jericho

Non-title and Hardy is already qualified but doesn’t seem to
lose anything if Jericho wins. Feeling out process to start
with Jericho going after the arm so Hardy mule kicks his way
to freedom. A high crossbody gives Jericho two and a suplex is
good for the same. The enziguri is countered into a catapult
over the top but they both dive back in for a standoff as we
take a break.

Back with Jericho cranking on both arms and then punching
Hardy down for two. They both try crossbodies and crash to
give us a double knockdown. It’s Hardy up first to knock
Jericho into the corner, where he avoids a bulldog to really
take over. The fans are behind Jericho as he breaks up a
Whisper In The Wind, which is broken up as well so Hardy’s
second attempt works just fine.

Hardy loads up a hurricanrana but gets countered into the
Walls, sending Hardy over to the rope. Jericho gets dropped
again but is fine enough to avoid the Swanton. The Lionsault
connects for two so Jericho tries the Walls again. With that



broken up, Jericho grabs a rollup for the fast pin.

Rating: B-. These two having a good match is no surprise
whatsoever and they had the time to make it work. I still
don’t know why Hardy needed to take a fall here when he was
already  in  the  ladder  match,  but  at  least  Jericho  has
something to do at Wrestlemania. You know, because he was
stuck in the cold otherwise.

Here is Vince McMahon to discuss Hornswoggle’s beating last
week. Vince says last week was a mistake, as Hornswoggle was
beaten  into  oblivion  by  JBL.  Therefore,  he  apologizes  to
Hornswoggle and wants JBL out here right now. A rather nervous
looking JBL comes out and Vince demands an apology for taking
it too far last week.

JBL apologizes….for not doing it sooner. See, he has it on
good advice that Hornswoggle is NOT Vince’s son, but rather
Finlay’s. Hornswoggle didn’t know, but Finlay knew the entire
time and JBL has the documentation to prove it. Now JBL is
going to make Finlay pay. Well that moved things forward fast,
and it’s only a few months too late.

John Cena comes in to see HHH, who says to save the “we don’t
like each other but we have to work together”. HHH wants to go
out there and win because that is what he does best. Cena
feels the same and tells HHH to watch his own back.

Umaga vs. DH Smith

Smith pounds away to start for a grand total of no avail. A
splash, the running hip attack and the Samoan Spike finish
Smith off in a hurry. Total squash.

We  go  to  William  Regal’s  office  where  the  Burchills  are
impressed  with  Umaga.  Regal  says  he’s  perfect,  as  he  has
received  a  challenge  from  Vickie  Guerrero  for  a  Raw  vs.
Smackdown  showdown  at  Wrestlemania.  Katie  Lea  thinks  Paul
would  be  better,  but  Regal  needs  to  see  more  first.  The



Burchills go to leave, but Paul comes back to say Katie might
like Regal.

Lance Cade vs. Shawn Michaels

Trevor Murdoch is here with Cade. They start fast with Cade
hitting something like a Side Effect but Michaels gets up
before Cade can hit anything else. Shawn misses the top rope
elbow but manages to pull Cade into the Crossface. That’s
enough for Murdoch to run in for the DQ.

Rating: C-. This felt like an excuse to get Shawn in the ring
and that is probably leading somewhere with Ric Flair. Other
than that, it is kind of sad to see Cade and Murdoch reduced
to almost nothing. WWE doesn’t have many tag teams so why have
one of them turn into such an unimportant pair?

Post match Shawn cleans house and has a bloody nose. Cue Ric
Flair to interrupt (well kind of, as Shawn was just standing
there) and Shawn immediately pays respect. Flair can’t believe
what an honor it is to be the first active wrestler in the
Hall of Fame. The one thing he wants to do to make it even
better is to wrestle Shawn Michaels at Wrestlemania.

Shawn brings up the “you lose, you’re done” stipulation and he
doesn’t  want  to  be  the  one  to  end  Flair’s  career.  Flair
doesn’t like Shawn’s tone because who says Flair would be
losing? All of the respect that Shawn gave him last week means
nothing if Shawn doesn’t give him this match. That’s enough
for Shawn and he’s in. Well that didn’t take much of a push.
They leave together and everything is cool.

Mike Adamle announces the next inductees into the Hall of
Fame: High Chief Peter Maivia and Rocky Johnson. This would be
in no way a gift to get the Rock to be happy with the company.

Lawler announces Bunnymania: Maria/Candice Michelle vs. Beth
Phoenix/Melina.



We get a behind the scenes look at Maria’s Playboy shoot.

John Cena/HHH vs. Mr. Kennedy/Randy Orton

Cena and HHH clear the ring to start and we take a break less
than thirty seconds in. Back with HHH sending Kennedy into the
corner and Cena coming in to do the same. HHH tags himself
back in and throws a crotch chop at Cena, allowing Kennedy to
get in a cheap shot. Orton comes in and stomps away before
dropping a knee for two.

We hit the chinlock to keep HHH in trouble before Orton sends
him out to the apron. HHH finally kicks Kennedy down but Orton
is right there to block the hot tag to Cena. The RKO is
blocked though and HHH calls into the tag off to Cena to clean
house. Orton has to break up the FU on Kennedy so HHH takes
Orton outside, leaving Kennedy to tap to the STFU.

Rating: C. Totally run of the mill main event style tag match
but so much of it was during the break that there wasn’t much
to be seen. You can only get so much out of a match that only
had about eight minutes of TV time and there was no reason for
anyone but Kennedy to take the fall. The triple threat match
is looking good, but this wasn’t the best way to set it up.

Post match Cena and HHH have a staredown, allowing Kennedy to
Mic Check Cena to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. Well, the wrestling wasn’t great, but they
have Wrestlemania in sight and a good portion of the card is
either set or all but set. That being said, you can only get
so much out of a show with almost nothing in the way of very
good action. WWE needs to find a way to do both or the next
month could get pretty rough in a hurry. For now though, this
was  just  ok  and  that’s  not  the  best  way  to  get  to
Wrestlemania.
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Survivor  Series  Count-Up  –
2012 (2013 Redo): The Future
Is Now
Survivor Series 2012
Date: November 18, 2012
Location: Bankers Life Fieldhouse, Indianapolis, Indiana
Attendance: 8,500
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, John Bradshaw Layfield

I don’t remember much about this show and I think that says a lot about
it. The main event is a triple threat with Punk defending against Cena
and Ryback because WWE loves their three way matches. The original main
event was going to be Team Punk vs. Team Foley in a Survivor Series match
but WWE realized no one would pay to see that, so the new main events
were made. Team Punk was replaced by Team Ziggler, despite the two of
them having no real animosity at all. Let’s get to it.
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Pre-Show: 3MB vs. Zack Ryder/Santino Marella

It’s Slater and Mahal here. Ryder starts with Mahal as Matt Striker rips
Ryder on commentary. Mahal takes him down with a shoulder block but gets
caught in an armdrag. Off to Santino who works on a headlock before it’s
off to Slater for another armdrag. Ryder comes back in as the announcers
talk about Halloween a good three weeks since it’s been over. McIntyre
holds Slater’s belt from the floor to avoids Santino’s dropkick. Tag off
to the fun one of the Band (meaning Mahal if that’s not clear) who gets
two off a knee drop.

Back to Slater for some shots in the corner but he gives up the hot tag
to Santino for all his usual antics. Heath punches him down and brings
Jinder in again for some knee drops off the ropes. Santino misses a
double clothesline which gives Slater another near fall. The Band stays
on Marella but he backdrops Mahal down, allowing for the lukewarm tag off
to Ryder. The Broski Boot connects and everything breaks down. A Rough
Ryder connects on Slater but the legal Mahal sneaks in with a full nelson
slam for the pin on Zack.

Rating: D+. This wasn’t much to see. It isn’t a bad match or anything but
how good can a match be when 3MB is getting a clean pin? That’s not
exactly a match that’s going to light the world on fire. Also, you’re
trying to get a crowd going for a show, you have Santino Marella, and he
doesn’t get the hot tag? Really?

The opening video talks about the history that has taken place at this
show, ranging from Undertaker and Rock debuting, Montreal, and Rock and
Cena teaming up for the first time ever. We then shift over to the main
event hype videos you would expect, focusing on the world title matches
and….nothing else. Seriously Foley vs. Ziggler isn’t mentioned here at
all. There is a nice idea of Punk surviving as champion at various
amounts of days into his reign.

Team Clay vs. Team Tensai

Brodus Clay, Justin Gabriel, Tyson Kidd, Sin Cara, Rey Mysterio

Tensai, Primo, Epico, Prime Time Players



This is a bonus match to fill out the card. Nothing wrong with that at
all. Apparently this is the debut of the three man booth so we’re getting
a bit of history here. Why anyone would care about that is beyond me but
I need something to talk about during these long entrances. This was also
back when Tensai was all evil but was a total joke by this point, just as
he had been all along. If nothing else we get to see Rosa Mendes with
black hair and those hips of hers.

Kidd works on Epico’s arm to start before taking him down into a
headlock. Epico is sent to the floor but manages to send Kidd face first
into the apron to take over but it’s quickly off to Gabriel. A sunset
flip gets two for Justin and he cranks on Epico’s arm as well. Back to
Kidd for a headscissors before putting on another armbar. That doesn’t
last long as Mysterio comes in with a low dropkick for two.

Young gets the tag and is almost immediately sent face first into the
middle buckle, allowing for a tag off to Sin Cara. The masked men hit a
combination wheelbarrow slam/X-Factor for two on Young, sending him over
to the corner for a tag off to Primo. Cara hits a quick cross body for
two and a sunset flip gets the same as this is a very fast paced match.
Tensai gets the tag and runs over Cara with a few slams as JBL lists off
Tensai’s Japanese accomplishments.

Off to Titus as Sin Cara is in a lot of trouble. Another slam puts Sin
down and it’s off to Primo for a camel clutch. Tensai comes back in to
work over the downed Cara but goes after the rest of the team instead of
covering. Sin Cara gets up for an enziguri, allowing the hot tag to Clay.
Brodus cleans house and the Players, Epico and Primo are sent to the
floor. Kidd and Gabriel hit stereo dives to take out the cousins followed
by Asai moonsaults from Cara and Mysterio to take out the Players.
Awesome sequence.

The monsters are going at it back inside and Clay botches his high collar
suplex, making it into more of a lifting downward spiral. Tensai avoids a
charge in the corner and shoulders Brodus down, setting up a backsplash
for the elimination. Gabriel comes in with some kicks to the side but
gets taken down by a big shoulder block. Off to Titus for an abdominal
stretch followed by a backbreaker. Back to Tensai for two off a



backsplash but he misses a second one, allowing Gabriel to get a quick
rollup for the elimination.

Titus comes in to stomp on the spent Gabriel before it’s back to Epico
for a chinlock. Epico misses some elbow drops, allowing Gabriel to make
the tag off to Tyson. Kidd heads to the apron but gets sent to the floor
where Primo gets in a cheap shot. Back inside with Primo now legal but
getting forearmed in the face. Cole says Primo has been a general out
there. I’d go more like a lieutenant at best from what I’ve seen.

Back to Titus who crotches himself off a missed big boot, allowing Tyson
to kick him in the side of the head, setting up a rolling cradle for the
pin and an elimination. Young comes in to keep the pressure on Kidd
before it’s back to Epico for some rolling belly to back suplexes. Not
that they matter though as Kidd sweeps the legs and puts on the
Sharpshooter to get rid of Epico. Cole of course talks about Montreal.

Primo comes in now but gets elbowed in the ribs for his efforts. He comes
back with a quick belly to back suplex, only to go up top and dive into a
dropkick to the ribs. The hot tag brings in Mysterio who rolls through a
sunset flip and kicks Primo in the face for two. A seated senton looks to
set up the 619 but Primo moves to the side, only to get caught in La
Majistral for the pin. Darren Young is left all alone and it’s finishers
a go-go until Rey finishes him with a top rope splash for the win.

Rating: C. The winners were never really in doubt but this was the right
way to get a show going. The fast paced stuff worked very well here with
all of the smaller guys hitting their dives to wake the crowd up and give
them a fun match. It’s no masterpiece or anything but it did exactly what
it was supposed to do. A little trivia for you: that loss makes Tensai
0-5 at Survivor Series, which I’m pretty sure is the worst record ever.

Kaitlyn is on her way to the ring when someone in black attacks her.
Kaitlyn fights back to reveal a blonde wig which falls off as the
attacker leaves. Eve pops up and acts all shocked even though she’s evil
at the moment. I think the attacker wound up being Aksana.

Divas Title: Katilyn vs. Eve Torres



Eve is defending. Kaitlyn jumps her to start and pounds away in the
corner before sending Eve out to the floor. The champion is sent into the
barricade and apron before heading back inside for some hair pulling. Eve
kicks her in the ribs and slams Kaitlyn’s head into the mat over and over
for two. Off to the corner for some choking and an elbow to the back gets
two on Kaitlyn.

Eve puts on a figure four choke before clotheslining Kaitlyn down for no
cover. Kaitlyn pops back up to break up the moonsault, sending Eve out to
the floor. Back in and Eve is tossed around by the hair followed by a
fireman’s carry gutbuster for two. Eve comes right back by sweeping
Kaitlyn’s legs out and finishing her with a swinging neckbreaker.

Rating: D. As is the case with the Divas around this time, there isn’t
much to brag about other than the girls looked good in their outfits.
Kaitlyn just wasn’t that good in the ring and hasn’t gotten much better
ever since. Eve was good but her character had hit a ceiling around this
time. It’s no surprise she was gone soon after this.

Team Ziggler argues over who is the leader.

Team Foley argues over who will survive. Foley unites them in a BANG BANG
chant, save for Orton. Foley: “Randy?” Orton: “I hate you.” Foley: “He’s
ready.”

US Title: Antonio Cesaro vs. R-Truth

Cesaro is defending and asks why Americans are thankful. The only thing
he can think of is how great of a champion he is. Truth gets a quick
rollup, sunset flip and rolling cradle for two each before thrusting his
hips a bit. Cesaro comes back with a headbutt and a clothesline before
pounding away on Truth in the corner. Off to an armbar but a USA chant
gets Truth to his feet. The champion shoulders him in the corner and puts
on a body vice to keep Truth down again.

A knee to the ribs gets two as JBL lists off some facts about Cesaro’s
rugby career. Cole brushes him off and starts listing off rugby facts of
his own, sending JBL into a hilarious rant about Cole not listening and
asking if Cole is a parrot. The gutwrench suplex gets two for Cesaro and



an uppercut gets the same. Back to the body vice for a bit before Truth
makes his comeback. Some clotheslines take Cesaro down and a spinning
kick to the face gets two. A front suplex gets the same for Truth but the
ax kick misses and Cesaro Neutralizes him to retain.

Rating: D. Other than JBL’s rant there was nothing to pay attention to
here. These kind of title defenses tend to be very dull as someone like
Truth isn’t going to take the title off Cesaro. For the life of me I
don’t get why Cesaro isn’t a bigger deal than he is today. The guy has
everything you would need but he doesn’t get that big push.

Ad for TLC, set up like an ad for David Otunga’s law offices.

We get a clip from Raw of voicemails from AJ, saying that she wants to
end her relationship with Cena, but she loses control when she sees him.
AJ claims that Ziggler hacked her phone and set those up. Ziggler makes
fun of Cena’s, ahem, performance issues, drawing out Cena as backup. AJ
slapped Ziggler down without Cena doing a thing.

Here’s AJ with some evidence against someone for something. Over the last
month Vickie has been trying to prove that AJ is having an affair with
Cena (remember that they’re both single at this point) which AJ thinks
means Vickie has something to hide. This brings out Vickie, ranting as
always about how much power she has and how she’s being disrespected.

AJ has pictures of Vickie eating with various wrestling personalities and
this is SCANDALOUS! I’ve spent a long time trying to block this storyline
out of my head but now I’m remembering how dumb it was. Vickie is shown
in a one piece leopard swimsuit dancing with Brodus and Vickie shouts a
lot. Slapping is threatened but they both get fired for touching the
other, so here’s Tamina Snuka to destroy AJ on Vickie’s behalf. This
story would keep going for WEEKS.

Promo for the Attitude Era DVD. Just writing that is so wrong.

Paul Heyman talks about how Punk is now #8 on the all time list for
longest title reign and will be rising up the ranks even further after
tonight because he’s the best in the world. Heyman is just awesome at
promoting his guys.



We recap Big Show vs. Sheamus. Not much of a story here other than they
had a war at HIAC with both guys kicking out of each others’ finishers in
a great match. Tonight is a rematch.

Smackdown World Title: Sheamus vs. Big Show

It’s another brawl to start with Sheamus pounding away but Big Show gets
in a few shots of his own to take over. The big chop misses in the corner
and Sheamus gets in some more shots to little avail. Finally Sheamus
wakes up and goes after the knees before tying Show up in the rpes for
the forearms to the chest. Big Show escapes to the floor but Sheamus
dives off the apron to get in even more right hands to the head.

Back in and Sheamus goes up top but Big Show spears him out of the air in
a cool looking crash. They head outside again with Show sending Sheamus
into the steps. Sheamus is thrown back in and can barely move. Big Show
steps on Sheamus’ ribs a few times as the match has slowed way down. A
huge elbow drop gets two and we hit the nerve hold. Sheamus fights up
quickly but walks into a side slam for two as the match stays in slow
motion. Since the slams aren’t working, Show just stands on Sheamus’
head. Sheamus fights up and grabs a sleeper but Big Show throws him off.

Big Show is getting winded so Sheamus pounds away as much as he can, only
to miss a charge and go shoulder first into the post. The Final Cut gets
two and Show goes to the middle rope, only to be caught in an electric
chair of all things for two. That was rather awesome indeed. They slug it
out from their knees and Sheamus takes over, knocking Show down with a
running ax handle.

The Brogue Kick and chokeslam are countered and Sheamus gets two off
White Noise. Now the fans are getting into this again. Sheamus loads up
the Brogue Kick again but takes out the referee by mistake. Four people
immediately come out to check on the referee as the replay shows the
champion pulling him in the way. Big Show knocks out Sheamus and one of
the referees counts a pin to end the match out of nowhere.

Rating: C. The match was slow for the most part and the ending hurts it
even worse. This took all the good stuff out of the HIAC match and turned
it into a dull imitation. This needed to be two monsters firing bombs at



each other until neither guy could get up but instead it was your usual
Big Show match at about 4 miles per hour.

Post match Show is disqualified and Sheamus lays the thirty one chair
shots on him. I never remembered it being that many and that’s because
it’s more like 18 and a Brogue Kick. Big Show crawls to the back as WE
WANT ZIGGLER chants are ignored.

Team Ziggler vs. Team Foley

Dolph Ziggler, Alberto Del Rio, David Otunga, Damien Sandow, Wade Barrett

The Miz, Kofi Kingston, HELL NO, Randy Orton

So as I said, it was supposed to be Punk vs. Foley over old school vs.
new school, but Punk was put in the main event and Ziggler was picked
despite having no issue with Foley. The match was originally
Punk/Sandow/Miz/Del Rio/Rhodes, but Cody got hurt and Miz felt he didn’t
deserve the spot, so Miz was replaced by Barrett and Cody was replaced by
Otunga. Ryback was originally on Team Foley but was moved to the main
event and replaced by Miz in a Raw poll. As you can see, the match is a
huge mess and almost no one was interested in it for the most part. HELL
NO have the tag belts and Kofi is Intercontinental Champion of course.

Kofi grabs a quick rollup for two on Otunga to start. David avoids a
quick Trouble in Paradise but gets caught by a dive on the floor.
Otunga’s trunks are pulled up a bit as Bryan comes in with his kicks. Off
to Sandow for the Russian legsweep and the Wind-Up elbow gets two. Bryan
fights out of a chinlock and fires off the kicks to the chest to send
Sandow out to the floor. Damien says good luck and walks out but Kane
will have none of that. Back in and Bryan’s big kick to the head sets up
a chokeslam for a fast elimination.

The tag champions get in an argument for no apparent reason, allowing
Ziggler to hit a quick Zig Zag on Kane for the pin. That makes the move
look strong if nothing else. Orton and Miz get in a quick fight for some
reason but Randy catches a sneaky Ziggler in the slingshot suplex for
two. Off to Kofi for the matchup that will not die with Ziggler being
launched face first into the buckle for two. Back to Bryan who gets poked



in the eye, allowing Dolph to tag in Barrett.

Bryan shouts NO a lot but misses a charge into the corner, setting up
Barrett’s big boot in the ropes. Otunga comes in again and the YES Lock
goes on almost immediately for the submission. It’s 4-3 with Foley in the
lead as Del Rio comes in with a chinlock on Bryan. Back up and Del Rio
misses a charge into the corner, allowing Bryan to kick him out to the
floor. Kofi gets the not very hot tag and kicks Del Rio down, setting up
the Boom Drop for no cover. Instead Ziggler distracts Kofi so Trouble in
Paradise misses, but Kofi runs up the corner for a cross body and two.

Wade comes right back with the Bull Hammer for a quick pin, getting us
down to 3-3 (Orton/Miz/Bryan vs. Barrett/Ziggler/Del Rio). Orton comes in
right away and suplexes Barrett down before cranking on the arm. Miz
doesn’t seem interested in a tag but Bryan is glad to come in and work on
an arm. A middle rope dropkick gets two and Bryan snaps off even more
kicks. Barrett avoids a big one and tags in Del Rio but Alberto has to
fight out of a quick YES Lock attempt.

Alberto tries a running enziguri in the corner but hits the arm instead,
setting up the cross armbreaker for the elimination. Can you imagine the
reaction if that happened today? Miz comes in for the first time and
scores with some left hands before it’s back to Orton for his traditional
stuff. Back to Ziggler who takes over on Randy with a big elbow followed
by a chinlock. Orton fights up and launches Ziggler into the air in a
nice crash.

A double tag brings in Barrett and Miz with the American connecting with
the corner clothesline. The Skull Crushing Finale is countered into a
pumphandle attempt (which isn’t the Wasteland Cole) but Miz escapes into
the Finale for the elimination to tie us up at two. Del Rio comes in next
but charges into a DDT for two. Alberto grabs a German suplex for two but
gets pulled off the middle rope in a crash. Miz misses the corner
clothesline and gets enziguried for an elimination.

That leaves Orton vs. Ziggler/Del Rio with Alberto starting for his pair.
Orton fires off some punches but gets caught by a cheap shot, allowing
Ziggler to come in and slow things down. Alberto is back in very quickly



with a double stomp to the ribs but goes up top, only to dive into a
dropkick. Ricardo trips up Orton, earning him Socko down the throat.
Ziggler accidentally dropkicks Del Rio and gets sent into the post. A
quick RKO takes out Alberto and it’s one on one now with Orton having
that evil look in his eyes.

Orton immediately goes into RKO mode but Ziggler holds the ropes and hits
the Zig Zag for a quick near fall. So it can beat Kane after he’s taken
no damage at all but Orton kicks out at two after twenty minutes? Score
one for the Viper. The Fameasser misses and Orton hits the Elevated DDT
despite bleeding from the mouth a bit. Orton loads up the Punt like a
schnook though and walks into a superkick for the pin.

Rating: C-. Here’s the problem again: the match isn’t bad but there’s no
reason for these guys to be fighting each other. Yeah they’ve all feuded
with each other at some point in the past, but there’s nothing going on
setting up this match. It’s really just ten guys fighting each other with
a minor feud here or there. There was no reason to care about this match
and that’s exactly how the match felt. Decent match, but the absence of
emotion held it back.

Tout continues to annoy me a year after it stopped being a thing.

We recap the main event. Punk has been champion for a year almost to the
day, Ryback got screwed over by Brad Maddox inside the Cell and Cena gave
Ryback his spot in the Cell due to injury. The solution? TRIPLE THREAT OF
COURSE!!!

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. Ryback vs. CM Punk

Punk bails to the floor to start and gets chased by both guys. Ryback
finally catches him in the corner but Cena is all like “dude, my arch
nemesis” and pulls Ryback away, allowing Punk to get in shots on both
guys. Ryback kicks him in the chest and Cena adds a bulldog before Ryback
clotheslines Punk to the floor. It’s the battle of the heroes with Cena
pounding away but Ryback escapes the AA and knocks Cena to the outside.

Punk is back in now and scores with a snap suplex on Ryback, but the
monster pops right back up and gorilla presses the champion into a



fallaway slam. Cena comes back in with a belly to belly for two on Ryback
before putting on a chinlock. Punk breaks it up with a top rope ax handle
and Cena falls to the floor. Another ax handle attempt is caught in
midair but Punk takes Ryback down with a neckbreaker. Cena sneaks in with
a rollup for two but Punk DDTs him down for two more.

With Cena down, Punk channels his inner Austin Aries and puts on the Last
Chancery but Ryback lifts Punk into the air for a powerslam. Cena grabs
the ProtoBomb on Ryback but Ryback pops up, leading to a slugout. The
shoulder blocks look to take Ryback down but Punk pulls John to the floor
and sends him into the steps. Punk’s springboard clothesline gets two on
Ryback and we hit the chinlock. Ryback fights up and slams Punk down
followed by the Meathook. Cena breaks up the Shell Shock and puts Ryback
in the STF but it’s Punk with the Macho Elbow for the save.

Everyone is down now and Punk might have hurt himself on that elbow. He’s
up first though but can’t hit the GTS on Cena. Punk and Cena slug it out
but Ryback clotheslines both guys down to take over again. Ryback sends
both guys to the floor for some reason but they double team Ryback down
as a result. A double suplex puts Ryback through the table and they head
inside for the real showdown.

Punk grabs a GTS out of nowhere for two and Heyman is livid. The AA gets
the same result other than Heyman being relieved. Punk comes back with
the running knee but the bulldog is countered into the STF. Ryback makes
the save and throws Cena into the barricade to put him down. The Meathook
and Shell Shock lay out Punk but Cena makes a diving save. The Shell
Shock lays out Cena as well……but here are three guys in black to destroy
Ryback. They pound away on Ryback and take him to the floor for a
TripleBomb through the table. Punk crawls over and pins Cena to retain.

Rating: C+. It’s probably the best match of the night but that’s not
saying much at this point. Obviously the three guys were
Reign/Ambrose/Rollins which Cole tells us during Punk’s celebration. Punk
winning was a good idea and set up more stuff down the line which is the
best possible outcome. You could feel the wind blowing as Ryback fell
down the card though and he hasn’t recovered yet. Fairly good match but
nowhere near enough to save the show though.



Overall Rating: D. Man alive has time been cruel to this show. Watching
it live there was some drama, but looking back you have two LONG Survivor
Series matches with no real story behind them and two screwjob finishes
in title matches. Shield would become a bigger deal but no one knew that
at this point. This was a “tune into Raw tomorrow night” show and that’s
not good for the Survivor Series.

Ratings Comparison

3MB vs. Zack Ryder/Santino Marella

Original:

Redo: D+

Team Clay vs. Team Tensai

Original: B-

Redo: C

Eve Torres vs. Kaitlyn

Original: D-

Redo: D

R-Truth vs. Antonio Cesaro

Original: D

Redo: D

Sheamus vs. Big Show

Original: C-

Redo: C

Team Foley vs. Team Ziggler

Original: C-



Redo: C-

Ryback vs. John Cena vs. CM Punk

Original: B-

Redo: C+

Overall Rating

Original: D+

Redo: D

About the same down the line. It sucked back then and it sucked now. I
actually watched most of this show late and while still tired from a
flight the first time around but apparently it had more problems than
that.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/21/survivor-series-2012-a-filler-pp
v-disguised-as-a-major-show/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Fatal  4Way  2010:  HERE  THEY
COME
Fatal 4-Way
Date: June 20, 2010
Location: Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum, Uniondale, New York
Attendance: 10,000
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Matt Striker

Believe it or not, the main matches here will be a pair of fatal
fourways, because WWE is very original.  In addition to the title
matches, there’s a major story going on at the same time. Back in
February, ECW had been replaced by a new show called NXT. This was a
competition show between eight rookies, all of whom had banded together
after the season ended and invaded Raw. They’re still lurking around and
it’s not clear what they’re going to do tonight. Let’s get to it.

The opening video focuses on the World Title matches with a special
feature on Kane, who is looking for whoever recently attacked the
Undertaker and is basically accusing everyone in sight.

Here’s Vince McMahon to open the show and tell us that Raw General
Manager Bret Hart will not be here tonight thanks to an attack at the
hands of the NXT rookies on Monday night.

Intercontinental Title: Kofi Kingston vs. Drew McIntyre

Kofi is defending and McIntyre is a Scottish wrestler and has been dubbed
the Chosen One by Vince. McIntyre has also been treating Teddy Long like
trash because he can have Teddy fired (that happens to him WAY too
often). We see Vince leaving in his limo before Drew tells Teddy to get
out here right now to hand Drew the title when he becomes the new
champion. Kofi starts fast with kicks to the ribs and a clothesline to
send Drew outside. Considering all the jumping and high flying, Drew is
smart enough to go after the let to take over.

That lasts all of ten seconds before it’s off to the arm, which leads to

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/11/11/fatal-4way-2010-here-they-come/
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a bit of an argument between Lawler and Striker. Lawler: “That’s why
you’re a schoolteacher Matt. Maybe after the show we can go out and
conjugate some verbs together.” Several armbars set up a Codebreaker onto
the arm but Kofi spins around into a DDT to put both guys down. Kofi
speeds things up with a dropkick and spinning cross body out of the
corner for two.

The Boom Drop looks to set up Trouble in Paradise but Drew kicks Kofi in
the face instead. The Futureshock (double arm DDT) is countered with a
springboard tornado DDT for two on McIntyre. Kofi hammers away in the
corner but Drew comes out with a running powerbomb for two of his own.
Kofi gets the same off the SOS so Drew throws him into the referee. Drew
sends the good shoulder into the post before hitting the Futureshock for
no count.

With no referee, Drew goes outside and gets Teddy to put on the referee
shirt. Teddy makes the count but stops at two, FINALLY standing up to
McIntyre. Drew loads up another Futureshock but Matt Hardy, who Drew has
been going after as well, for the Twist of Fate. Kingston gets up (after
being down from that one DDT for the better part of two minutes) for
Trouble in Paradise to retain at 16:29.

Rating: B. I liked this one quite a bit with the story building up
towards the ending and Teddy advancing his own story with Drew at the
same time. Kofi is rapidly becoming a modern Tito Santana, as in someone
who can have a good match with anyone you put him against. McIntyre
should have been a much bigger deal and I could easily see him becoming a
big star in WWE.

The Hart Dynasty is glad that their uncle Bret signed the Usos and Tamina
so they can have the best competition. Tonight they’re dedicating the
match to the injured Bret who taught them to do their best in the ring
every time.

Divas Title: Maryse vs. Gail Kim vs. Alicia Fox vs. Eve Torres

Eve, a fairly non-descript but talented worker, is defending. Fox grabs a
great looking northern lights suplex for two on Gail and everyone goes
for unsuccessful covers. Fox gives Gail a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker and



it’s time to double team Eve. Gail comes back in with a Black Widow to
Alicia as Eve grabs a cross armbreaker on Maryse. In the wacky submission
of the match, Eve grabs a camel clutch on Fox while Gail puts her in a
Boston crab at the same time, only to have Maryse make a quick save.

Fox is up WAY too fast from the hold for a showdown with Maryse but Gail
comes back in to dropkick both of them down. Since Matt Striker is Matt
Striker, he calls it a Jumping Bomb Angel double stomp. Eve grabs a
fisherman’s neckbreaker on Maryse and adds a moonsault, only to have Fox
throw her outside and pin Maryse for the title at 5:43.

Rating: D+. This was your standard “here are four women in a way to
change the title without the champion getting pinned” match and that’s
perfectly fine. Fox wasn’t much in the ring but she had charisma and
could be a good foil for someone down the line. The divisions really
needed to be merged back together at this point though as there was a lot
of talent on Smackdown but not enough on Raw, which is why the whole two
titles thing didn’t work here.

Big Show isn’t worried about Rey Mysterio tonight because he’s too small.
Rey says his heart is bigger than Show’s fist.

Evan Bourne vs. Chris Jericho

Bourne beat Jericho via DQ in a big upset earlier in the week so this is
the rematch. Before the match, Jericho says everyone under the age of 25
is watching for him and everyone above the age of 25 knows they’re still
watching because of him. For some reason he isn’t the buzzword around
here anymore with his NXT rookie Wade Barrett having more people talking
than him.

Jericho has always been fighting uphill in WWE and no matter how much
he’s fought, no one is going to understand this because they’ve never
been the best in the world at what they do. He has a target on his back
and Evan Bourne is the latest to take a chance on Jericho. It’s fitting
that Bourne uses the shooting star because his career started bright but
is going to fade out tonight.

Jericho clotheslines him in the corner to start as Striker talks about



Jericho’s history against smaller wrestlers like Dean Malenko and Rey
Mysterio. Now THAT is the kind of thing you should use someone like
Striker for, not coming up with ridiculous nicknames that no one is going
to remember in ten seconds. The fans are behind Jericho as he shoulders
Evan down for two.

Bourne avoids a charge and sends Jericho outside for a big plancha. The
springboard dropkick knocks Evan off the apron though and things slow
back down. Back in and we hit the chinlock for a bit before Bourne comes
back with his quick kicks. A German suplex gets two for Jericho and he
grabs the Walls to put Evan in real trouble. Bourne makes the ropes and
the fans actually boo the break. They head outside with Jericho being
sent into the steps, followed by Evan’s top rope double knees for two.

The Lionsault misses and Evan kicks him in the face but it’s too early
for Airbourne. Instead the Codebreaker gets a delayed two for Jericho and
shock quickly sets in. Back up and Jericho misses a charge to give Evan a
quick two, followed by a tornado DDT. Airbourne is broken up twice in a
row before the third attempt finishes Jericho at 12:04.

Rating: B+. Now that’s how you make someone look big. I know Jericho will
put over almost anyone in wrestling but it’s the kind of badge of honor
that shows you can go somewhere else. Bourne more than kept up with him
here and showed he had more than just the shooting star. Really good
match here and Jericho’s downward spiral continues.

We recap the Smackdown World Title match. Jack Swagger is defending after
cashing in Money in the Bank just after Wrestlemania. Undertaker
originally qualified for this but someone beat him down and left him in
“a vegetative state”, because just saying “he got beaten down” was a bit
too complex. Kane has promised to find who did it (gee I wonder who it
was) and thinks it might have been the four people in this match. They
all deny it but Kane isn’t convinced. The title and the setup for the
match aren’t even mentioned here as it’s ALL about Undertaker and Kane.

Smackdown World Title: Jack Swagger vs. CM Punk vs. Rey Mysterio vs. Big
Show

One fall to a finish, Swagger is defending and Punk is now under a mask



after having his head shaved. Punk is also the leader of the Straight
Edge Society but his minions Luke Gallows and Serena are sent to the back
before the match. Swagger and Punk go after Mysterio to start but Punk
bails before Big Show can get over there. Punk is easily slammed down and
Mysterio starts going after his mask.

The champ is sent outside as well, leaving us with the Big Show vs.
Mysterio showdown. Rey tries to fire away and has as much success as you
would expect. Mysterio bails to the floor and is palmed back inside by
the head. Swagger comes back in as Lawler suggests that Show has put on
weight. Mysterio actually dropkicks Show down for two and the Vader Bomb
gets the same for Swagger. Punk and Mysterio stomp Swagger in the corner
but the champ drops them both for two on Rey.

We get a double arm crank on Mysterio and Striker thinks it might confuse
him enough to submit. Instead it’s reversed into a 619 attempt but Punk
makes the save with a springboard cross body for two. Things settle down
with Punk striking everyone not named Big Show. Swagger is right back up
and German suplexes both of them at the same time because he can. It’s
time for Big Show to remember that he’s in the match though and house is
quickly cleaned all over again. Mysterio is sent to the floor and the
other two are crushed in the corner.

Show realizes he’s thrown everyone to the floor so he goes out after
them, only to have Mysterio dropkick the steps into his knees and hit a
619 around the post. Back in and Punk hits a GTS on Swagger for no
cover…..and here’s Kane with a casket. Kane looks at everyone and throws
Punk to the floor for a chokeslam into the casket. Gallows comes out for
the save so Kane chases Punk off, leaving Rey to give Swagger the 619 and
drop the springboard splash to win the title at 10:28.

Rating: C. The match was watchable but it felt like a long time until we
got around to Kane interfering to work on that storyline. If nothing else
it gets the title off of Swagger, who never fit as a World Champion,
mainly because his only accomplishment before this was an ECW Title reign
over a year earlier. But hey, he won Money in the Bank and that makes him
main event material apparently.



John Cena isn’t worried about the NXT rookies but he thinks the four men
in the title match will be ready for them.

We look at Miz taking the US Title from R-Truth in a fatal fourway on
Monday in case you didn’t get the concept yet.

US Title: The Miz vs. R-Truth

Miz is defending and has his own version of R-Truth’s rap on the way to
the ring, including managing to rhyme blossom with awesome. The champ
bails to the floor to start as Striker says this is style vs. substance
though he won’t say who is who. Back in and Miz takes him down as we hear
about how titles can change hands in a fatal fourway. The fans chant for
the recently fired Daniel Bryan as Miz works on an early chinlock. Truth
is sent outside and then into the post for a nine count.

Back in and Miz gets two off his running corner clothesline before
slapping on a bodyscissors. A running knee to Truth’s ribs gets no cover
so Miz slaps on a seated abdominal stretch. The ribs are damaged even
more with a snap suplex but Truth kicks him out of the corner and hits a
middle rope dropkick. Truth’s suplex into a Stunner gets two as the crowd
is just not caring at all. Back up and Miz drops him ribs first over the
top rope before getting two off a neckbreaker. Truth misses a high cross
body and crashes down onto his ribs, allowing Miz to grab a rollup with a
handful of tights to retain at 13:23.

Rating: D. This was LONG with the ribs injury never going anywhere and
Miz not exactly looking motivated throughout. It just wasn’t very good
but I’d much rather them have the singles match here instead of doing yet
another fourway to really hammer the concept in even harder. Nothing to
see here though and it felt like it went on forever.

Edge thinks Cena is running scared because every other champion has lost
their title tonight (save Miz of course but don’t worry about the
details), Orton probably isn’t recovered from his shoulder injury and
Sheamus knows he doesn’t belong in the ring with the three of them. That
leaves Edge, who is ready to become World Champion again.

Hart Dynasty vs. Usos/Tamina



The Usos and Tamina are newcomers at this point and this is a pretty
natural matchup. The women start things off but it’s already off to Jey
vs. David less than a minute in. Hart grabs a headlock and runs him over
with a shoulder, followed by a belly to belly for two. It’s off to Kidd
for a chinlock which goes nowhere (way too early) so Jimmy comes in and
cranks on the arm.

Jimmy charges into a kick to the head for two but Kidd has to deal with
both twins at the same time, allowing Jimmy to grab a Samoan Drop to send
Kidd into the barricade. Back in and we hit the chinlock as the fans are
trying to get into this one but it’s not quite clicking. Jimmy’s
superkick sets up another chinlock and Striker tries to convince us that
it’s a potential submission hold.

The running Umaga Attack gets two in the corner and it’s time to go back
to the chinlock. A second running Umaga Attack misses but Jey breaks up a
hot tag attempt. Instead it’s off to Natalya, meaning Tamina has to come
in as well. Natalya’s Michinoku Driver gets two and everything breaks
down. Kidd dives over the top onto both twins, only to have Tamina crush
Natalya with a Samoan Drop. The Superfly Splash misses worse than any
I’ve ever seen and Natalya hits a discus lariat for the pin at 9:29.

Rating: C-. I’m having flashbacks to the 2005 era with these matches that
belong on Raw but are getting about ten minutes of pay per view time and
not going anywhere. I’m not sure why you would have the newcomers lose
like this but maybe it was something about paying tribute to Bret, who
really didn’t need it in the first place. As usual it’s not a bad match
but it just didn’t need to be here.

We recap the Raw World Title match, which actually focuses on everyone
involved in the match for a change and not someone who isn’t on the card.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. Edge vs. Randy Orton vs. Sheamus

Cena is defending and this is one fall to a finish. Sheamus came up to
the Raw roster near the end of 2009 and won the World Title in a shocker
at Tables Ladders and Chairs by defeating Cena in a tables match. They
stare at each other to start before it’s down to Cena vs. Orton (a face
again for the first time in years) in less than forty seconds. Well I’m



glad they kept it took their time here.

Neither guy can hit their finishers as Sheamus comes back in to stomp
Cena down. Edge comes in to help him with the beating as the LET’S GO
CENA/CENA SUCKS chants begin. As you might expect, Edge turns on Sheamus
and grabs a rollup for two. Orton finally remembers that he’s in the
match as he breaks up whatever Edge was loading up on the top. Randy
keeps going and clears the ring out until Cena pulls himself back up to
the apron.

We get the slow circle stomp but Orton misses a knee drop, allowing
Sheamus to come back in with an ax handle to take Randy down. Cena
hammers away on Sheamus but can’t get an AA. Sheamus can’t hit the Celtic
Cross (Razor’s Edge) either and here’s Orton to DDT both of them. Edge
comes back in and kicks Orton in the face, only to eat the shoulders from
Cena.

Now it’s Orton again to come in and clean house but Sheamus sends him
outside. Cena does the same to Sheamus as Striker talks about inertia.
Edge gets caught in the STF until Sheamus dives in for a save. The Edge-
O-Matic drops Sheamus (some thank you) but Cena comes back in to try an
AA. That’s broken up as well so Orton grabs the RKO on Cena, only to have
Sheamus pull the referee out.

There’s the spear to Orton but Sheamus Brogue Kicks Edge and gets two on
Orton. Edge and Orton fight on the floor and we conveniently cut to the
back where the NXT rookies attack some wrestlers watching the match. The
NXT guys come to the ring and lay out everyone, allowing Sheamus to cover
Cena and steal the title at 17:27.

Rating: C+. So they basically followed the previous match’s formula down
to the ending but added eight minutes. If that’s really the best they can
do, it’s no surprise that this show is as forgotten as it is. The action
wasn’t bad here but they didn’t really hide the fact that this was the
ending we were waiting on. Putting the title on Sheamus is smart though
as Cena will be busy fighting the NXT guys so have the title do something
else at the same time.

Post match, Cena takes a beating, including a Superman Punch, from the



NXT guys. Sheamus poses on stage with the title and gets chased off to
end the show.

Overall Rating: C. It really is difficult to have both World Titles
change hands on the same show and still feel like nothing happens. That’s
the way I’d sum this whole thing up: two hours and thirty two minutes
went by (yes we’re back to that again) and almost nothing happened.

This felt like a big episode of Raw with some title changes and that’s
not enough to warrant a pay per view. The NXT guys were a nice idea but
this was one of the first steps, meaning fans would have paid to see the
opening of a long story. World Titles changing hands is a big deal but
they both felt like minor notes compared to the angles attached.

On top of that, what kind of an idea is Fatal 4-Way for a pay per view?
When you see the matches on Raw this often (including six days before
this show), it’s really hard to find the interest to pay for a show
centered around such a simple concept. It’s just a boring concept and the
definition of something that should have been scrapped in favor of a run
of the mill show instead.


