
Impact  Wrestling  –  December
5,  2013:  See?  TNA  Can  Be
Good!
Impact  Wrestling
Date: December 5, 2013
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

It’s a big night tonight as we have the semi-finals of the world title
tournament. The two matches scheduled are Jeff Hardy vs. Bobby Roode in a
tables match and Magnus vs. Kurt Angle in a last man standing match. The
winners will face off in two weeks for the title in a gimmick match to be
announced. At this point the question is who gets to face AJ Styles when
he returns for the champion vs. champion match. Let’s get to it.

The opening video looks like a scene out of a post apocalyptic thriller
with a WAY higher budget than TNA usually has. It’s another recap of the
tournament.

Here’s Kurt Angle with something to say. Last week was Thanksgiving and
he’s very thankful for his health, his family, and the fans’ support as
he tries to get into the Hall of Fame. Winning the title is the path for
him to prove himself and Austin Aries gave him the fight of his life in
the last round. However, now he has to face Magnus so the Brit needs to
come out here.

Angle asks Magnus what happened last week when Magnus left him alone four
on one. Magnus talks about getting hurt in a match against Samoa Joe and
getting into the tag match anyway. Magnus hurt his knee and that’s all
there is to it. Angle says champions fight through injuries and he has a
knee injury at the moment to prove it.
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Kurt asks Magnus if he has the heart to be a champion. Magnus says he
does along with the hunger to go through everyone he has to in order to
become champion for the first time. He’ll prove that to Angle tonight.
Angle says they may be friends, but he has to go through Magnus, Hardy
and Roode to become champion.

This brings out Roode who says he has the killer instinct you need to be
a world champion. We’ve already seen what Roode will do to Storm to
become champion, so next up is Jeff Hardy. If he’ll do that to Storm,
imagine what he’ll do to Hardy. Roode says Magnus will never be a world
champion. Magnus goes for Roode but Angle holds him back. Hardy comes out
to start the tables match right now.

TNA World Title Tournament Semi-Finals: Jeff Hardy vs. Bobby Roode

Tables match. The fans are naturally behind Hardy who starts off with
some right hands and the legdrop between the legs. Hardy sends him into
the corner and dropkicks Roode in the back before bringing in a table.
Bobby uses the breather to get in a shot of his own and sets up the table
in the corner. A clothesline puts Hardy down but he stops a charging
Roode with an elbow in the corner. The comeback is very short lived
though as Hardy’s Whisper in the Wind only hits mat. They fight to the
apron and Hardy kicks Roode in the face, putting both of them through the
table and sending us to a beak as this is figured out.

Back with the match continuing and Roode in control, only to be caught by
a quick Twist of Fate, knocking him onto the table. Jeff goes up for the
Swanton but Roode rolls off the table before Jeff jumps. That’s cool with
Hardy as he dives over the table and hits the Swanton anyway to keep
control. Hardy loads up a superplex but gets crotched on the top rope in
a counter. Roode tires to suplex him over the top and through another
table at ringside, only to be kicked in the chest to put Roode through
the table at 14:00.

Rating: C. This was fine. Roode is pretty solidly in the JBL role as his



resume is strong enough to make a win over him mean something but he’s
not likely to be the top guy ever again. Jeff is a good face to send into
the title match as he’s over with the fans and still able to put on good
matches.

Ethan Carter III gets his makeup applied and says he’s calling out a
first ballot Hall of Famer tonight.

AJ’s agent has sent Dixie a letter saying the title will be back soon.

Ethan Carter is here to call out a legend who has been in the ring with
the likes of Andre the Giant, Hulk Hogan and Bret Hart. Therefore, here’s
his opponent: Earl Hebner. Hebner says he isn’t a wrestler but Carter
says his aunt is Earl’s boss. There’s even going to be a special referee:
Earl’s son Brian. Carter says Earl is going to lay down so his worthless
son can count 1-2-3. Earl won’t do it so Ethan threatens him until he
does it.

Ethan Carter III vs. Earl Hebner

Ethan takes his time and puts a finger on Earl’s chest for the pin at 48
seconds.

Carter makes Brian roll Earl out of the ring and raise Ethan’s hand.

We recap the Bad Influence vs. Park/Young feud and Bad Influence trying
to convince Park that he’s Abyss.

We see Christy and Sam Shaw on their date. Christy gets up for a second
and Shaw is somewhat obsessed with a knife. The waiter comes for the
check and Shaw threatens to gouge his eyes out if he catches the waiter
looking at Christy again. Christy comes back and they leave quickly.

Video recapping AJ going around the world to defend the title.



Dixie gets a delivery: flowers. The note says it’s from a fan so Dixie
yells at the aide who delivered them.

Roode says he should be in the title match because you shouldn’t lose a
wrestling match for falling through a table.

Dixie gives a speech to some of the roster. She has a new great idea:
Feast or Fired. It’s TNA’s version of MITB. There are four cases: one
containing a world, tag team or X-Division title shot each and the last
containing a pink slip. You get a case, you win whatever is inside of it.

Here’s Bad Influence with an envelope containing some results. Before
they can go into it, here’s Joseph Park to interrupt. Park gets serious
and tells them they need to stop because they’ve won. Maybe Park never
should have been in TNA and maybe he’s just an attorney. Kaz thinks
that’s funny and says they have information. Park snatches the envelope
from them and rips it up. Daniels thinks it’s funny and Kaz says all that
proves is Park can rip apart an envelope.

We get a video showing Bad Influence at Park’s law offices to find them
completely empty. They ask the secretary who says the offices used to
belong to a doctor but he moved out months ago. Daniels shows her Park’s
business card and apparently the law offices closed about 13 years ago.

Back in the arena, Daniels wants to know what Park has been doing for
thirteen years. Park gets nervous and again asks them to drop this. Kaz
spits at Park and calls him a liar before the beatdown commences. Eric
Young makes the save and tells Bad Influence that if they keep knocking
on the devil’s door, the devil is going to answer. Young makes a tag
match next week but Park isn’t sure.

Sting gives another of his speeches to Magnus and says he’s looking
forward to the main event tonight.



Dixie’s main assistant Spud is told the delivery man is here.

Bromans vs. James Storm/Gunner

Non-title. Zema Ion is DJ for the champions and gets in a great line with
“Ladies remember these names because you’ll be screaming them later!”
Storm throws Jesse around with ease to start before it’s off to Gunner
for the same on Robbie. Zema keeps playing sound effects on the
turntables. Gunner pounds away on Robbie in the corner but Jesse’s
interference lets the champions take over. Jesse gets two off a dropkick
but Gunner pretty easily tags out to Storm. The superkick lays out Jesse
but Robbie spits beer at Gunner. The tattooed one goes into a rage and he
knocks the referee down for the DQ at 4:50.

Rating: D+. This was about advancing the Gunner/Storm split which doesn’t
quite work when they were only a team for about seven months. Storm
really needs to get out of the tag division because there’s absolutely
nothing left for him to do there. Gunner could get a nice rub out of this
though.

Sting tries to go in to see Angle but Spud stops him. Sting makes fun of
Spud’s job title and is told that Dixie wants him out. If Dixie wants him
to leave, come tell him to his face. Spud goes to see the delivery man
and Sting wants to know what’s going on around here.

Gail Kim and her husband say don’t send her any more challengers until
you have someone good.

Chris Sabin is looking in a mirror while Velvet Sky checks her hair. It’s
Sabin vs. Aries next week for the X Title. Velvet asks if she looks good
and Sabin picks up the belt and says they look good.

Gail Kim vs. Laura Dennis



From what I can find, Dennis is an indy wrestler named Cherry Bomb who
has worked in Shimmer, CZW and ROH. Gail runs her over to start and sends
Laura into the corner for a running cross body. Kim talks a lot of trash
but gets slapped in the face. Some clotheslines put Kim down and a
running forearm gets two but Gail gets some feet up in the corner. Eat
Defeat gets the pin at 3:02.

Rating: D. We need to get to Tapa crushing Kim already so we can stop
caring about either of them at all. These one off girls aren’t helping
the division’s major problem at all but it’s better than seeing the same
matches over and over again. This was just a squash though which doesn’t
do anything for anyone.

Post match Gail hits another Eat Defeat but before Tapa can beat up
Dennis again, ODB comes out for the save. Tapa is knocked to the floor
and ODB slaps her chest.

TNA World Title Tournament Semi-Finals: Kurt Angle vs. Magnus

Last man standing. Angle takes him into the corner to start but Magnus
counters into an armbreaker followed by a headlock. Back up and Magnus
pounds away to drive Angle into the corner, only to have a double
clothesline put both guys down. They slug it out some more and we take a
break.

Back with…..Dixie receiving the package she’s been waiting for all night.
We go back to the arena to see Angle taken down by something we don’t see
for a five count. Angle comes back with five Rolling Germans but Magnus
gets up at five. Kurt spears Magnus to the floor but both guys are up by
8. Magnus tries to get back in but has to elbow out of the German suplex
off the apron.

The elbow drop off the apron has Kurt in trouble but he gets up at nine.
Back in and Angle hits a quick snap suplex but misses the moonsault.
Magnus picks him up and hits a modified Rock Bottom (arm around the ribs



instead of the chest) and the top rope elbow gets nine. Angle
accidentally takes out the referee before hitting the Angle Slam. Cue
Roode with a clothesline to the back of Kurt’s head and an Attitude
Adjustment. Magnus gets back up but Angle can’t make the ten count at
15:23.

Rating: C+. Not great here but it could have been much worse. Angle is
great in the role of guy you can throw out there for a good match and to
put someone over at any time. It wasn’t a great match but it advances
Roode vs. Angle which needs to end after the next match. Good match here
but not great.

Hardy saves Angle and wishes Magnus luck with a handshake.

Dixie opens the box and finds a toy belt.

We get a video from AJ, saying Dixie needs to come to Georgia if she
wants the belt back.

Overall Rating: B-. This was one of TNA’s better shows in a long time.
The matches were good, but more importantly than that the stories felt
like they were important and got the time that they needed to develop.
Nothing came off as stupid or like a waste of time and those are things
that have been plaguing TNA for months now.

Results

Jeff Hardy b. Bobby Roode – Hardy kicked Roode through a table.

Ethan Carter III b. Earl Hebner – Hebner laid down for Carter

Bromans b. Gunner/James Storm via DQ when Gunner shoved the referee

Gail Kim b. Laura Dennis – Eat Defeat

Magnus b. Kurt Angle – Angle couldn’t answer the ten count



 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of In Your House at Amazon for just $4
at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

On This Day: November 8, 2012
– Impact Wrestling: Back When
Aces  and  8’s  Were  Just
Getting Old
Impact  Wrestling
Date: November 8, 2012
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Taz, Todd Keneley, Jeremy Borash

Last week’s big moment was the unmasking of Luke Gallows who doesn’t
actually have a name at this point. Other than that we had Gut Check and
the announcement of a three way for the #1 contendership. Odds are
tonight is mostly about Aces and 8’s, but that’s pretty much all you can
expect to get on Impact anymore. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the announcement of the triple threat. The guy
who takes the fall can’t get a title shot until BFG next year, which is a
nice idea actually. We also hear about Aries vs. Hardy being a ladder
match. Aries: “IT WAS JUST A METAPHOR JEFF!” Those things are just about
the world title match though, so now let’s focus on the important thing:
ACES AND 8’s! And that guy who we don’t have a name for yet but is more

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/11/08/on-this-day-november-8-2012-impact-wrestling-back-when-aces-and-8s-were-just-getting-old/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/11/08/on-this-day-november-8-2012-impact-wrestling-back-when-aces-and-8s-were-just-getting-old/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/11/08/on-this-day-november-8-2012-impact-wrestling-back-when-aces-and-8s-were-just-getting-old/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/11/08/on-this-day-november-8-2012-impact-wrestling-back-when-aces-and-8s-were-just-getting-old/


famous as Luke Gallows!

Aces and 8’s are yelling at Gallows, who is now named Doc (Director of
Chaos), because he lost his mask before he was even made a full fledged
member of the team. Tonight it’s Doc/D-Von vs. Angle/Sting. This sums up
the major problem with the reveals so far: how in the world am I supposed
to buy D-Von and Luke Gallows as a legitimate threat to beat Sting and
Angle, two of the best of all time?

AJ Styles vs. Bobby Roode

Storm is on commentary. They fight for control of a wristlock to start
before heading to the mat. Roode appears to have gotten a haircut. He
blocks AJ’s drop down/kick sequence but AJ sends him to the floor with
ease. Styles sends him into the steps and drops a knee back inside as
Storm says he would pin Roode if he had to pick. There are ads on the mat
now too, which is fine as it brings in some extra cash.

A big backdrop puts Roode down but Bobby gets in a shot to the back to
take over. We take a break and come back with Roode hot shotting AJ on
the top rope. A Blockbuster gets two for Roode as does an elbow drop.
Storm says he’d work with Roode to beat AJ if necessary. I can see the
“BEER MONEY REUNION???” posts already. Roode hooks a chinlock for a bit
but AJ fights up and hits an enziguri to put both guys down.

We head to the corner with AJ pounding away but getting guillotined on
the top rope to slow him down. The disadvantage lasts about eight seconds
as AJ comes back with a top rope rana for two. The Clash is escaped and
there’s the spinebuster from Roode for no cover. The spear misses though
and AJ rolls him up into a Styles Clash position, but Roode kicks him in
the head to escape. Pele misses and the fisherman’s suplex gets two for
Bobby. Really good sequence there.

Bobby goes to the floor for a chair but Storm comes down to take it away
from him. Styles hits a BIG springboard dive to take Roode out but stops
to yell at Storm. Back in, AJ loads up another springboard but Roode
knocks him off the ropes and gets a fast pin at 10:50 shown of 14:20.

Rating: B. Solid match here and for a TV match, this was great stuff. AJ



and Roode have good chemistry together and when you can beat AJ Styles
clean on TV, you’ve got something going for you. As for the PPV, you have
to think Roode wins, but PLEASE don’t let Storm get pinned. There’s no
reason to keep him out of the title scene for ANOTHER year as he never
got a real run with the belt anyway which he’s more than capable of
doing.

Aries runs into Hogan in the back. Aries complains about the ladder
stipulation so Hulk says that if Aries doesn’t give the belt back by the
end of the show, Aries loses his title shot.

We run down the remaining card for the show when the feed starts messing
up. The screen says “An Ancient Evil Awakes”. Abyss maybe?

Angle is talking to Wes Brisco about timing when Sting comes up. Sting
wants Brisco watching their back in the main event tonight. Are we really
supposed to not get that Brisco is a member of the team? It’s obviously
him given the hair, but are we supposed to not notice it?

Joseph Park is in the ring and after asking if it’s ok for him to talk,
he says his body isn’t meant to go through tables and he loved the
feeling of taking off Doc’s mask. His legal partners don’t want him to
have a match with Aces and 8’s but he has to be a man. First though we
have to make the pilgrimage to Mt. Hogan to beg for the match though,
because if Hogan’s ego doesn’t get stroked every other segment, that’s
just not cool brother.

Here’s Hogan who says that Park is a great guy but he got lucky last week
instead of being good. Before Hogan can say no though, here’s Ray with an
interruption. Ray says Park isn’t a fighter but he has a lot of guts and
a lot to prove. The Bully believes in Joseph Park and so do the fans.
Bully to Hulk: “Why say no when it feels so good to say yes?” It’s that
mentality that led to the sex tape issue brother. Hogan says just this
one time and shakes Park’s hand.

Tara hits on Jesse, who says that he used shooting star presses and a
super double tiger driver last week. ODB comes in to yell at the two of
them and wants a handicap match next. Jesse: “We’re going to need A LOT
of hand sanitizer.”



AJ rants about Storm when the Cowboy comes in.

ODB vs. Tara/Jesse Godderz

Tara and Jesse actually skip down to the floor. They don’t have to tag
here so ODB beats up both of them at once. Jesse gets rammed into ODB’s
cleavage and there’s a double noggin knocker. A double elbow puts ODB
down before Tara raves over the bicep a bit. ODB slams them both down and
avoids a charging Jesse. Tara gets sent into his crotch and it’s a double
bronco buster. ODB spears Tara down for the pin at 2:40. I smell a tag
match Sunday.

ODB gets beaten down with a flask shot post match. Jesse pours the
contents on her body.

Post break, ODB is on the phone with Eric’s voicemail and says the tag
match is on.

Apparently on Thanksgiving, all of the Gut Check winners will be there.
Oh joy.

The Gut Check judges have a chat. Taz thinks it’s a no brainer but
doesn’t say which side he’s on. This goes on for awhile and Snow’s jacket
gets made fun of.

Sting/Kurt Angle vs. Doc/D-Von

Before you ask, no I don’t be calling him DOC in all caps. Seriously, it
makes zero difference so spare me the arguments that I’m saying it wrong.
Tenay and Taz take over on commentary. The brawl starts on the floor with
Angle destroying D-Von and Sting doing the same to Doc. Sting and Doc
start in the corner and Sting hits a quick DDT for two. A D-Von
distraction lets Doc hit a clothesline to take over as things get down to
normal.

Off to D-Von who drops an elbow for two before bringing Doc back in. A
suplex gets two and it’s off to the chinlock. That goes nowhere so D-Von
drops a leg for two. Angle gets punched in the face to break up a tag and
D-Von pounds Sting down in the corner. A Doc splash gets two as Angle
makes the save. Back to D-Von for the spinning elbow for two as Aces and



8’s are using REALLY basic stuff so far.

Doc and Sting clothesline each other down and there’s the hot tag to
Angle. House is cleaned and it’s a German for Doc and the Slam for D-Von.
Everything breaks down but as Sting puts Doc in the Deathlock, D-Von hits
Sting and Angle with the ball bat for the DQ at 5:41.

Rating: D. Nothing to see here as the match existed to get to the end.
Like I said earlier, it’s really hard to buy these guys as threats to a
team like Sting and Kurt Angle. The match wasn’t horrible or anything it
was was absolutely nothing to get excited or interested about at all. If
nothing else, Doc has a good look to him with the size and bald head.

Post match here’s Bully for the save and he loads up a table. D-Von runs
as soon as he sees it so Sting comes back to beat up Doc. More members
come in with a hammer to save Doc and Sting gets put through the table.
Angle gets knocked to the floor and Doc “hits” Sting with the hammer,
clearly missing his hand by a good space. Joe, Chavo and Hernandez make
the save. You know, because you should be afraid when you have the high
ground AND A HAMMER. Sting gets taken out by medics.

This has nothing to do with what just happened, but apparently that
Ancient Evil Awakes is a Halo 4 ad. Silly me for thinking an ad during a
wrestling show was about wrestling.

Time for Gut Check, because that transition is fine. Taz says yes without
a doubt and Prichard says yes as well, giving York the contract. I can’t
argue with that one.

Aries is in the back on the phone when he sees Brooke and Ray arguing
over something. They see him coming and stop immediately because they
don’t want him to hear. We’ve got intrigue!

We recap Hardy vs. Aries.

We run down the Turning Point card. Unless I’m missing it, does Ray not
have a match?

Hogan is on the phone asking for updates on Sting when he runs into Joey
Ryan. Ryan says Hulk can congratulate him on winning the X Title which he



hasn’t gotten a shot at yet. Hogan tells Morgan that Matt isn’t allowed
at ringside on Sunday. Morgan says Hulk has no idea who he’s messing with
but he’ll find out. I still want Morgan as the Aces and 8’s boss. Morgan
and Ryan leave and Hogan says he does know.

Samoa Joe/Chavo Guerrero Jr./Hernandez vs. Christopher
Daniels/Kazarian/Magnus

It’s a big brawl to start with Chavo vs. Daniels finally getting things
going. Daniels gets beaten around like a pinball before Chavo suplexes
him down for two. Daiels hits a knee and tags Kaz but the beating
continues very quickly. SuperMex comes in with a splash for two and it’s
time for Magnus vs. Joe. The British guy who used to be a gladiator for
some reason runs to the floor and upon reentry, the heels gets in a shot
to Joe’s back to take over.

Everything breaks down again until it’s Joe hammering away on Daniels in
the corner. Daniels drops a knee and brings in Chavo with a slingshot
hilo for two. Hernandez hooks a bearhug into an overhead belly to belly
before it’s back to Chavo who gets two off a dropkick. Some double
teaming FINALLY slows Chavo down and the beatdown begins. A running
jumping swinging neckbreaker gets two for Kaz and it’s off to Magnus
again.

Daniels acts like he’s riding a horse for some reason before it’s off to
Kaz for a bow and arrow hold. Chavo fights up and hooks a headscissors to
take Kaz down and make the tag off to Hernandez. House is cleaned and
Daniels gets launched with a shoulder block. The Border Toss is broken up
but Daniels/Kaz’s double suplex is countered into a suplex on both of
them by Hernandez. Off to Joe vs. Magnus with the Samoan taking over.
Magnus charges into the Rock Bottom out of the corner.

The two of them head to the floor as does Daniels, so here’s a big dive
by Hernandez to take them out. Chavo loads up the Frog Splash on Magnus
but Kaz breaks it up. Joe loads up the MuscleBuster on Magnus but Daniels
makes the save. There’s the Clutch on Daniels but it’s broken up by a
jawbreaker. Daniels and Kaz go High/Low on Joe and a top rope elbow from
Magnus gets the pin at 11:00.



Rating: B-. Solid six man tag here with the exactly right ending. This
gives you a reason to believe Magnus can in fact win the title from Joe
which wasn’t really something that was easy to buy into earlier. That’s
basic booking and that’s all you need to do most of the time, yet most
companies don’t get it.

Roode says his plan is coming together with AJ fighting Storm.

We recap the attack on Sting.

Here’s Aries to return the belt. There’s a ladder at ringside and another
one in the ring. Aries says that Hardy says he’s the best wrestler on the
planet. Well Aries is the best wrestler in the universe. Either this
universe, or any universe. They’re going hard with the WWE jabs lately.
Austin talks about how Hardy has lived and died by the ladder match.
Hardy has fallen a lot, but on Sunday the fall is going to be worse than
any he’s ever had. The fans keep chanting WHAT so Aries goes off on them
a bit.

Aries says he’s going to use Hardy’s belt as a belt buckle, meaning
Hardy’s face will be down by his crotch (his words, not mine). If Hardy
wants this belt back, come and get it. Here’s Hardy who knocks Aries to
the floor and takes the title before climbing up the ladder. He hangs
both belts and poses but Aries shoves him off the ladder and stomps him
down to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Good show overall here and pretty good hype for the
PPV, but again, we’ve got a lawyer fighting a career enforcer and Kurt
Angle vs. D-Von which we’re supposed to pay for. They need to reveal
someone big soon or the interest they’ve got left in this story is going
to die soon. That’s a problem because it’s ALL OVER the TV shows. The
other stuff with the world title related matches is really good though
and I’m looking forward to the show. Still though, where is Bully Ray?

Results

Bobby Roode b. AJ Styles – Pin after knocking Styles off the top rope

ODB b. Tara/Jesse Godderz – Spear to Tara



Sting/Kurt Angle b. D-Von/Doc via DQ when D-Von hit Angle with a baseball
bat

Magnus/Kazarian/Christopher Daniels b. Samoa Joe/Chavo Guerrero
Jr./Hernandez – Top Rope Elbow To Joe

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Impact  Wrestling  –  July  4,
2013:  HAIL  SABIN!  And  Not
Much Else
Impact  Wrestling
Date: July 4, 2013
Location: Orleans Arena, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Taz

We’re in Sin City tonight for a taped Independence Day show. The main
story is Austin Aries stole the X Division Title last week and as of this
moment gets to challenge Bully Ray two weeks from tonight at Destination
X. Other than that we’ll have a lot more buildup towards Bound For Glory
in the BFG Series as points continue to be accumulated. Let’s get to it.

We open with the usual recap of last week’s show.
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Here’s Austin Aries to open things up. A lot of people like him, a lot of
people boo him, but now everyone has to respect him. He’s the man who
initiated Option C last year and this year he’s the man who is going to
cash in the X Title for another shot at the world title. Aries demands
Hogan get out here right now to make the cash in official.

Cue Hogan who says that Aries is the man who initiated Option C and then
won the world title (where have I heard this before?). He brought the
division to new highs but last week he brought it to new lows. Aries
committed the greatest sin of all: gimmick infringement. Therefore,
tonight Austin has to defend the title against Chris Sabin and TJ
Perkins, now known as Manic. Manic is in the same attire as Suicide, but
without the word Suicide on his chest.

Kazarian says he’ll beat either version of AJ Styles he faces tonight.

Bound For Glory Series: Kazarian vs. AJ Styles

Kaz and Daniels come out dressed as Sigfried and Roy, with Kaz promising
to make the world title appear around his waist in October. Styles knocks
Kaz to the floor at the bell and hits a baseball slide to take him down
again. Back in and AJ misses a forearm in the corner so Kaz can pound
away on the mat. AJ comes back with a hard clothesline as Daniels is
holding a stuffed tiger and wearing a blonde wig while playing
cheerleader. The springboard forearm gets two on Kaz but Kaz dropkicks AJ
down to get himself a breather. Not that it matters though as the Calf
Killer makes Kaz tap to give AJ ten points at 4:02.

Rating: C. This was a nice little match as AJ continues to hone in his
new character. The Calf Killer looked great and AJ can still fly as well
as anyone else in the company. This is a pairing that has worked for
years but I’m not exactly looking forward to Daniels vs. Styles #845 when
they’re paired together in the Series.

Chavo gives Hernandez another pep talk.



Mickie James is in the ring with a ladder. She talks about having to
climb the ladder to success and brags about being a country singer and
being pursued for commercials. So Taryn and Gail can go out and break a
leg and everything else, because they’ll never be as great as she is.
Mickie is going to be Knockouts Champion of the century and will destroy
whomever she faces for the title.

The Gut Check judges debate Ryan Howe vs. Big O. Howe gets to face the
judgment.

The Main Event Mafia says the fourth member is revealed tonight.

Bound For Glory Series: Jay Bradley vs. Hernandez

Bradley takes over with a headlock and sends Hernandez to the ramp.
SuperMex shoulders him in the ribs and hits the big dive over the top to
take over. The over the top backbreaker gets two but Bradley comes back
with a backbreaker of his own. Chavo tries to get in and the distraction
lets Hernandez hit the big shoulder for the pin at 3:13.

Rating: D. This was barely anything at all with Bradley just being a warm
body out there. I don’t know why TNA thinks fans care about Hernandez and
Chavo as the fans go nearly silent during their interactions. They’re not
interesting and the eventual match between the two isn’t going to draw
any interest. Not much to see here.

Aces and 8’s talk about the X Title match tonight and Ray suggests no one
should win it.

Bro Mans vs. Gunner/James Storm

Non-title here. Robbie and Jesse jump Gunner to start and take over for a
bit, only to have Gunner clothesline Robbie down. Hot tag brings in Storm
to clean house and backdrop Jesse onto Robbie’s crotch. Gunner tries a



sunset flip attempt on Jesse but Robbie breaks it up, only to eat the
Last Call. A Rock Bottom backbreaker (Irish Curse) puts Jesse down again
but it’s a powerslam/neckbreaker combo from the champs to get the pin for
Storm at 2:59. Basically just a squash but it was something of a mess.

Jeff Hardy is ready for Joseph Park tonight and hopes he doesn’t have too
much Abyss in him.

Here’s the Main Event Mafia with something to say. They’re here to
destroy aces and 8’s and to ensure that Bully Ray loses the World Title.
Sting brings out Samoa Joe to be the force of change in the new Mafia.
Joe says that with Angle and Sting at his back, he’s going to run through
the BFG Series and earn his shot at Bully Ray for the world title. Angle
says he put Joe in the Mafia because of the grueling matches they’ve had
over the years. As for the fourth member, he’s another man who is rising
up the charts in TNA: Magnus.

Magnus, also rocking a suit, comes out to a solid reaction. He praises
the other Mafia members and Joe in particular for putting him on the map
last year. It’s not just about the Mafia, but about the Mafia’s mission:
putting an end to Aces and 8’s. Sting challenges Aces and 8’s to a fight
at Destination X and guarantees a winner in the X Title match tonight.

Bound For Glory Series: Jeff Hardy vs. Joseph Park

Jeff grabs a headlock to start but bounces off Park in a shoulder block
attempt. A dropkick works a bit better and Hardy takes Park down with a
headscissors out of the corner. The Twisting Stunner looks to set up the
Swanton but Park rolls away at the last second. Park isn’t sure what to
do so he slowly whips Jeff from corner to corner and crushes him with a
splash.

Off to a chinlock for a few moments until Jeff fights up and hits his
usual stuff. A low dropkick gets two but the Twist of Fate is countered
into a Samoan drop. The middle rope splash connects for two but Jeff



comes back with the Twist of Fate to put both guys down. Hardy’s leg
hitting Park’s face busted his lip open though, meaning it’s a Black Hole
Slam for the referee, earning a DQ at 8:07.

Rating: C. This was better than I was expecting but the Park character
has pretty much hit its limit. It’s been the same idea for months now and
there aren’t many other places you can go with it without incorporating
more Abyss into it. Thankfully they’re not treating him as anything
special in the Series.

It’s time for Gut Check with Ryan Howe. Al Snow says no so Howe gets to
Kick Out in thirty seconds, but the fans won’t stop booing him. Danny
Davis says the booing has changed his mind because Howe didn’t stop what
he was saying, so it’s a yes. Bruce Pritchard says Howe got a reaction
from the audience, but it’s a no.

Doc and Anderson argue over who is the next VP of the club. The vote is
next week but Ray yells at them for wasting time.

Video on Gail Kim vs. Taryn Terrell in a ladder match next week.

Next week there will be three Joker’s Wild tag team matches in the BFG
Series.

X-Division Title: Austin Aries vs. Chris Sabin vs. Manik

Aces and 8’s are watching in the crowd. Aries is put in the Tree of Woe
to start and Sabin nails a delayed dropkick to his face. A sunset flip
gets two on Manik but Aries is back on his feet, only to be thrown out to
the floor. Manik hooks an Octopus Hold on Sabin but Aries comes back in
for the save. The masked man hangs onto the ropes and avoids a charging
Sabin to send Chris out to the floor. Aries sends Manik to the floor as
well and gets two off a middle rope dropkick to Sabin’s back.



A forearm to the back of Sabin’s neck puts him down on the ramp but Sabin
blocks the brainbuster into a front suplex. Aces and 8’s come to ringside
and try to pull Manik to the floor. The masked man dives on Doc and gets
powerbombed down onto the floor for his efforts. Cue the Mafia to get rid
of the bikers as we take a break.

Back with Manik being taken out on a stretcher as Aries hits a belly to
back suplex on Sabin on the apron. Aries rolls Sabin up three or four
times in a row for two each but Sabin comes back with rapid fire chops to
the chest and a choke in the corner. A running boot to the chest gets two
for Sabin but Aries drives him back into the corner. The running dropkick
is countered by a boot to the chest, but Sabin misses another kick in the
corner, banging up his knee in the process.

Aries goes after the knee and hits the running dropkick in the corner,
but the brainbuster is countered into a small package for two. The
brainbuster is only good for two so Aries hooks the Last Chancery, but
Sabin grabs the rope to escape again. Aries can’t hit the 450 so Sabin
connects with Hail Sabin but THAT just gets two. Another Hail Sabin is
countered into a victory roll for two but Sabin pops back up with a
discus forearm to put both guys down. Aries sends him into the corner for
another running dropkick, but Sabin catches him going up and hits Hail
Sabin from the middle rope for the pin and the title at 16:11.

Rating: B+. The stuff with Manik was just kind of there but things got
WAY better after it got down to a one on one match. Imagine that: a
showdown between two guys is better than a spot fest between three guys.
Who would have guessed that? Anyway, this was a tremendous match and that
finish looked excellent.

Sabin says he’s the next world champion to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. The main event was awesome but it was the only thing
on this show that was above average. Everything else on the show just
wasn’t all that good, as it was a bunch of filler stuff before we can get



to Louisville for Destination X. That being said, the main event was one
of the best matches we’ve seen in a LONG time int his company, which
makes the rest of the show worth it.

Results

AJ Styles b. Kazarian – Calf Killer

Hernandez b. Jay Bradley – Shoulder Block

Gunner/James Storm b. Bro Mans – Powerslam/neckbreaker combo to Godderz

Jeff Hardy b. Joseph Park via DQ when Park gave the referee a Black Hole
Slam

Chris Sabin b. Austin Aries and Manik – Hail Sabin from the middle rope
to Aries

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

Impact  Wrestling  –  May  16,
2013:  Holy  Deja  Vu  Impact
Fans!
Impact  Wrestling
Date: May 16, 2013
Location: BancorpSouth Arena, Tupelo, Mississippi
Commentators: Todd Keneley, Tazz, Mike Tenay
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We’re still in Mississippi tonight and the majority of the show is likely
going to be dealing with the return of Abyss. The monster returned last
week and cleaned house of Aces and 8’s, meaning that tonight Abyss is
likely going to be the new hope for TNA in their lackluster war with the
bikers. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of Abyss returning last week.

Here’s Hogan to open things up. He says that the fans are crazy here in
Tupelo but now wants to talk about AJ Styles. If AJ wants to run from
Angle and Sting like he did last week, go ahead and join Aces and 8’s
brother. It’s Angle vs. Styles at the PPV and the contract signing for
Sting vs. Ray is tonight. Right now though, Hogan wants to talk to Abyss.
Abyss has new music….but here’s Joseph Park instead.

Park talks about sitting on his couch last week and being amazed that
Abyss was back. Hogan says that he needs to talk to Abyss right now and
if anyone knows where he is, it’s Park. Instead though here are D-Von and
D’Lo to interrupt the festivities. D-Von says that Abyss is meddling in
club business and that he wasn’t even the legal man for the pin last
week.

Park wants to know who D-Von thinks who he is because Aces and 8’s are
starting to tick him off. He challenges D-Von to a match right now but
Brown offers to fight Park instead. Hogan says it’s on and D-Von says
that he’s coming for Abyss. Also if Park wins, he gets a match with D-Von
in the future.

James Storm says just watch what he does tonight about what happened in
the tag match last week.

Christian York talks about wanting to get into the Bound For Glory
Series.



Bobby Roode vs. Chavo Guerrero

Chavo hipblocks out of an armbar to start before hiptossing him down
again. Off to a quick headlock as Roode is getting frustrated early. A
headscissors puts Roode on the floor but he pulls Chavo face first into
the apron to take over. Back in and Roode chokes away before hitting a
Hennig neck snap for no cover. Another headscissors sends Roode
staggering and it’s off to Three Amigos. Roode pops up and crotches Chavo
to break up the frog splash as James Storm comes to the ring and spits
beer in Roode’s face for the DQ at 3:32.

Rating: C-. This didn’t have time to go anywhere but dear goodness are we
really doing Storm vs. Roode again? Is there nothing new for Storm to do
at all? These two had their definitive blowoff match year but since TNA’s
writers can’t bring Storm up for some reason, let’s just do the same
(good) feud all over again.

We look at Angle telling Styles that he’s either with TNA or against
them, leading to a brawl between the two of them.

Here’s Angle with something to say. He says that he never backs down from
a fight, and last week he took the fight to AJ. At Slammiversary, they’re
going to face each other one more time, but Angle doesn’t want to wait
until then. Instead of AJ though, here’s Anderson of Aces and 8’s.
Anderson says Angle sounds like a woman because AJ isn’t Kurt’s boy. Next
Thursday everyone is going to witness AJ being patched into the club.
Angle decks Anderson but here’s AJ. Anderson bails and Styles slides in,
only to get caught in a staredown with Angle. Kurt runs his mouth and
gets caught by an enziguri to lay him down.

Jay Bradley talks about what wrestling means to him.

Bound For Glory Series Tournament Semi-Finals: Christian York vs. Jay
Bradley



The tournament will conclude at Slammiversary with the winner going on to
the BFG Series. They shove each other around to start with Bradley taking
over via a right hand and a big boot to the face. Off to a quick chinlock
on York but Christian rolls away from Bradley’s Boom Stick lariat. A
headscissors puts Bradley face first intot he middle buckle, allowing
York to hit his rolling cannonball into the corner. The Mood Swing
neckbreaker is escaped as well and they slug it out. Bradley puts him on
top, only to avoid a top rope ax handle. The Boom Stick ends York at
3:57.

Rating: C-. Again not much to see here as neither guy is really a name in
TNA. York has been around for awhile in TNA and has done nothing at all
of note. Why I’m supposed to be impressed by Bradley beating him I’m not
sure, but at least Bradley looked pretty good out there. He won’t win the
world title or anything, but he wasn’t bad at all.

Bradley says he’s a step closer to the world title.

Storm apparently was reprimanded for what he did but he’s not done
tonight.

Anderson is excited about patching AJ in next week. Brown has to win
tonight or he’s off the team.

Velvet Sky vs. Gail Kim

Non-title match here and Velvet is wearing a different outfit than she
was shown wearing on her way to the ring. Velvet stomps away to start and
hits a headscissors but gets caught with a shot to her bad knee. Gail
stays on the knee with kicks to the back of the leg and bending it around
the ropes. Off to a half Texas Cloverleaf half Sharpshooter by Gail but
Velvet makes the rope.

Gail bends Velvet’s knee around her neck but again Sky gets to the ropes.



Kim goes up top, only to be slammed off the top. Velvet, ever the smart
one, fires off some kicks with the bad leg and injures herself again.
Gail goes for the Figure Four around the post but Velvet kicks her into
the corner and gets a quick rollup for the pin at 6:17.

Rating: D+. Gail was trying but no one can carry Velvet to a good match
at this point. The leg stuff is better than no story at all, but at the
end of the day we’ve seen these same five or so girls having the same
matches for years now and it’s really hard to care at all. Taryn helps a
bit but 90% of her appeal is how she looks in those shorts. The whole
division is pretty worthless at this point and it’s not getting any
better.

Petey Williams, Kenny King and Chris Sabin all talk trash about the X
Title match tonight.

X-Division Title: Petey Williams vs. Kenny King vs. Chris Sabin

King is defending, Sabin is back from an injury and Williams is here
because of the stupid three way X-Division Title rules. King bails to the
floor to start but after Sabin is taken down, Petey is pulled to the
floor by the champion. Sabin vs. King in the ring now with Chris firing
off some hard chops to take over. A kick to Sabin’s face takes him right
back down though and here’s Petey again with his slingshot Codebreaker
for no cover.

Williams kicks Sabin to the floor, allowing King to get back up and take
over on Petey. We hit a chinlock for a bit until Sabin comes back in and
fires off forearms and a belly to back suplex for two on the champ. Back
to Petey in control now with the Russian legsweep and a lifting downward
spiral for two each on King.

Everyone is back in now but Sabin can’t hit a tornado DDT on King. A
spinwheel kick gets two on Petey but Sabin puts King in the Tree of Woe.
Sabin hits a Death Valley Driver on Petey into King followed by a running



kick to Petey’s jaw. King comes back with a running knee to Sabin and the
Royal Flush on Petey retains the title at 7:16.

Rating: C. Next. Seriously, get the next segment on now. There was
nothing here that we haven’t seen before as these title matches are now
all one in the same. Petey had no purpose being here other than he won
some qualifying match months ago. Now he’s out and we’ll get Sabin vs.
King vs. some other guy that doesn’t need to be there because of this
stupid one size fits all idea for the X-Division. Nothing of note here at
all.

Bad Influence talks strategy for Daniels vs. Hernandez tonight.

Anderson says he stopped Ray from hitting Brown in the head last week to
save the club. Apparently Brown buried Bischoff and Brisco and he’s
sorry.

Christopher Daniels vs. Hernandez

Daniels goes straight for SuperMex in the corner and pounds away, only to
completely fail at a suplex attempt. Hernandez hits the delayed vertical
suplex and the over the shoulder backbreaker for good measure. The big
man walks down the ramp for his big jumping shoulder over the ropes to
take Daniels down.

Kaz finally interferes to give Daniels control and a neckbreaker gets two
on Hernandez. SuperMex comes right back with a slingshot shoulder and
some clotheslines to take over again but a charge misses Daniels in the
corner. Daniels loads up Angel’s Wings but here’s Storm again. The
distraction lets Hernandez run Daniels over with a shoulder block for the
pin at 4:30.

Rating: C-. Yet ANOTHER just ok match here which sets up stuff that we’ve
seen before. The same three teams plus Storm and a mystery partner does



nothing at all for the division as whoever wins will be defending against
the same teams over and over again. Storm is continued to be wasted in
these meaningless feuds and it’s a shame to see after he got so hot in
2011.

Joseph Park vs. D’Lo Brown

Great, I’ve sat through all that to get a D’LO BROWN match. Brown slams
Park down to start but Park comes back with some rights and lefts. D’Lo
comes back with more shots of his own followed by a leg lariat in the
corner. A clothesline has Park in trouble and Brown pounds away in the
corner, drawing blood from Park’s head. It’s time for Park to snap again
and some clothesline set up the Black Hole Slam for the pin at 4:42.

Rating: D. Why on earth is D’Lo Brown getting this spot in 2013?
Thankfully it looks like he isn’t long for the club and I can’t say I’m
complaining at all. He adds nothing at all to the team and is nothing
more than a distraction at this point. Park snapping is becoming a trend
for him and that’s not necessarily a bad thing. This whole dual
personalities thing could be interesting.

Here’s Ray for the contract signing. He shoves JB over and is already
talking trash about beating Jeff Hardy and about how he’s going to beat
Sting at Slammiversary. Ray knows that Sting has some stipulations for
the title match so get out here right now and tell them. Sting comes out
but Ray wants to see Sting’s life partner too, so here’s Hulk. Ray talks
about screwing over Sting, Hulk and especially Brooke. This is the first
time he and Sting have been face to face since Bully screwed Sting over.

Sting doesn’t care about what Ray did to him in the past. In Boston
though, Ray should break Sting’s arm, rip his kneecap off, gouge his eyes
out and make Sting bleed. Ray wants to know why Sting would say to do all
those things. Sting says if Ray doesn’t do those things to him, he’ll do
them to Ray. He doesn’t care if it’s in the parking lot, the ring, or the
concession stand, because Sting wants it to be no holds barred. Ray says



ok, but only if Sting agrees to never challenge for the world title again
if he loses. Sting accepts and they brawl to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. This did next to nothing for me at all. The stuff at
the beginning and end of the show were well focused but EVERYTHING in
between there feels like warmed over stuff. We’ve got the same match
happening over and over for the X title, the same match with the same
girls we’ve seen for years in the Knockouts division and the same feuds
we’ve seen for months if not years in the tag team scene. That’s TNA’s
major issue: they have NO focus on anything but the Aces and 8’s stuff
and it’s clear there’s no effort put into anything but that one story.
When that one story is dull like the bikers, that’s a big problem.

Results

Bobby Roode b. Chavo Guerrero via DQ when James Storm interfered

Jay Bradley b. Christian York – Boom Stick

Velvet Sky b. Gail Kim – Rollup

Kenny King b. Chris Sabin and Petey Williams – Royal Flush to Williams

Hernandez b. Christopher Daniels – Running shoulder block

Joseph Park b. D’Lo Brown – Black Hole Slam

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
book on the History of the WWE Championship from Amazon for
just $5 at:

 



Sacrifice 2012: About What I
Expected
Sacrifice  2012
Date: May 13, 2012
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

Time for another filler PPV from the boys in Orlando. The card
here is better than the Victory Road show but it’s definitely
a B show at best. The main event is Roode vs. RVD for the
title and we’ll likely get more developments in the return of
Abyss story as well. To be fair though, that’s one of the most
interesting stories they’ve had in awihle. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is about how Roode is angry about recent
events.

Tag Titles: Samoa Joe/Magnus vs. Kazarian/Christopher Daniels

The  announcers  talk  about  how  awesome  Magnus  is.  He  and
Daniels start with the British guy in control. Daniels gets in
an elbow in the corner but a cross body is countered into a
suplex in a cool power display. Off to Joe and Daniels runs
away, bringing in Kaz. A big elbow puts Kaz down and it’s off
to Magnus. The champions use some good teamwork to beat on Kaz
but Daniels trips up Magnus to shift control.

Magnus  plays  Ricky  Morton  with  a  British  accent.  Both
challengers work on him a little bit at a time until it’s
chinlock time from Daniels. Joseph Park is in the audience.
Kaz hooks a double chickenwing but Magnus fights up and hits a
shoulder block to escape. There’s the tag to Joe who cleans
house and creates heel miscommunication. Release Rock Bottom
puts Daniels down out of the corner.

Daniels breaks up the champions’ finishing move with a boot to
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Joe’s face. A DDT gets two on Joe as does the STO. Magnus gets
in a shot to allow the champions to hit the finishing sequence
on Daniels but Kaz pulls Magnus to the floor. Joe goes for the
save and Magnus goes back in, but the challengers hit a Total
Elimination on Magnus for the surprise pin and the titles at
10:54.

Rating:  C.  Pretty  good  opening  but  the  ending  was  pretty
surprising. I guess there’s a reason to give the titles to
Daniels/Kaz, but the division is still pretty weak given the
roster of tag teams at this point. Joe and Magnus were getting
good together and I’m sure they’ll get a title shot again but
odds are on AJ finding a partner and going after them.

Tenay and Taz plug their social media stuff.

We recap Brooke vs. Gail. In short: Gail is a wrestler, Brooke
is a model who looks good in a bikini but she wants to prove
she can fight. Brooke has three wins in a row over Gail coming
into this.

Knockouts Title: Brooke Tessmacher vs. Gail Kim

Gail jumps Brooke to start but Tessmacher tries Eat Defeat
twice to send Gail running to the floor. Gail gets in a kick
to the ribs to take over and follows with a shoulder block to
the ribs. The champion hits a backbreaker and bends Brooke
over the knee in a submission hold out of the same position.

It’s about 99% Kim until Brooke gets a flying forearm to get
herself a breather. A facejam out of the corner puts Gail down
and a top rope elbow gets two. The champion tries a quick Eat
Defeat but Brooke hits one of her own which knocks Gail to the
floor. Back inside that gets two. And then Gail rolls her up
with feet on the ropes to retain at 6:50.

Rating: C-. Not bad here but Tessmacher continues to be just
barely  better  than  your  normal  terrible  women’s  wrestler.
Anyone that believes she’s out there because of anything other



than how she looks in her wrestling outfits is delusional.
Still though, I’d have switched the title due to how long Gail
has had the title and how stale her title reign has gotten.

Kaz and Daniels say that AJ got where he is by whistling
Dixie. Kaz and Daniels are where they are because they beat
people up. Daniels says his championship is proof. This is
just beginning with AJ and you may now worship them.

TV Title: D-Von vs. Robbie E vs. Robbie T

Officially it’s a triple threat. D-Von punches T to the floor
and then punches E down. A Rock Bottom gets two on E but T
pulls the champion to the floor. E gets back up and tells T to
stand down because he’s got this. Powerslam gets two for E. D-
Von comes back and knocks E to the floor but T catches him
with a shot to the back. Powerslam gets two as E makes the
save. Extra and Terrestrial get in a shoving match, allowing
D-Von to roll up T to retain at 5:40.

Rating: D+. This feud MUST be over now right? It’s been going
on for like four months now and for the life of me I don’t get
why it’s continued this long. Are there really no other people
that can get in on the TV Title hunt? Nothing to see here but
hopefully it ends this feud once and for all.

T teases attacking E post match but they’re ok.

We recap Anderson vs. Hardy. Basically they both wanted to be
#1 contender but got in a fight instead. RVD got the shot so
these two need something to do.

Mr. Anderson vs. Jeff Hardy

Feeling out process to start resulting in some armdrags by
Hardy into an armbar. They head to the floor with Jeff in
control and Anderson going into various metal objects. Jeff
tries a running attack off the steps but Anderson moves. Jeff
blocks  the  contact  into  the  railing  though  and  therefore



doesn’t lose control. Back in Anderson kicks him down but gets
caught by a jawbreaker from Jeff.

Jeff tries the slingshot dropkick in the corner but Anderson
gets his own feet up to block it. Clothesline gets two as does
a flying armbar. Hardy rolls to the apron and tries to fight
back but gets caught by a neckbreaker through the ropes for
two. Anderson hooks the arm again but Jeff fights to his feet.
Another neckbreaker is countered and Jeff hits a Mic Check to
put both guys down.

Anderson is up first but Jeff meets him with right hands.
Hardy loads up Whisper in the Wind but Anderson moves forward
to send Hardy crashing down. Twist of Fate from Anderson gets
two but the Kenton Bomb misses. The Swanton connects but only
for two. In a really strange ending, Hardy tries his legdrop
between Anderson’s legs but Anderson shoves Hardy’s legs back
and rolls him up for the pin, but I was almost sure Hardy
kicked out. Either way it gets the pin at 11:40.

Rating: C-. This was supposed to be a big main event style
match but it didn’t work at all for me. Anderson is just so
uninteresting in the ring and for the life of me I don’t get
why he went over Hardy here. I guess the ending is going to be
a selling point later on as Hardy pretty clearly kicked out
and he protested after the match, but we’ll have to wait for
Impact for that.

Aries  says  he  isn’t  worried  about  Ray  tonight.  He  thinks
better is better than bigger, and that the bullying stops
tonight.

We get a video from the end of Impact where Abyss returned.

Joseph Park is in the crowd and is having a great time. He
says he didn’t see Abyss return on Thursday because he was
recovering from Ray attacking him. Abyss might appear tonight
too.



Crimson comes out to brag about beating Morgan on Thursday. He
issues an open challenge and here’s who he gets.

Crimson vs. Eric Young

I didn’t hear a bell and it’s time for COMEDY! Eric locks up
with the referee and does Ultimo Dragon’s handstand in the
corner. A clothesline puts Crimson on the floor, although I
never heard a bell. Crimson throws him to the floor to take
over and a suplex gets two. There’s the cravate and Eric gets
shoved down. ODB gets in and gets shoved down which ticks Eric
off. And there go his pants. He slams Crimson down and drops a
top rope elbow for no cover. Eric goes to check on ODB but
Crimson shoves him into the wife and Red Sky gets the pin at
4:00.

Rating: D. What does anyone see in either of these guys? Eric
IS NOT FUNNY. He does the same stuff every single week and it
just isn’t funny. Hey look: he can take his pants off and lock
up with a referree. COMEDY! Crimson is the most uninteresting
undefeated name this side of Tatanka as it’s clear they have
no idea what they’re doing with him.

Ray says that he doesn’t do Twitter and plugs his MySpace
page. He’s too big for Aries to beat too.

We recap Aries vs. Ray, which is victim vs. Bully with the
victim fighting back.

Bully Ray vs. Austin Aries

Ray goes into a nearly Memphis level of stalling until Aries
jumps him. Taz uses the time to actually offer some veteran
analysis, talking about how it’s possible for a smaller guy to
use leverage moves against bigger guys like Ray. Aries pounds
away on him but gets shoved down. Ray tries to stomp him but
Aries bites the calf to escape. Aries goes up but a big boot
knocks him into the barricade in a cool looking bump.



Oh man Aries has some bad looking bruises on his back which
Tazz calls busted blood vessels. Ray slams him down and puts
on a bearhug before hitting a HARD chop to the chest. Aries
pops up and says hit me again which Ray does. Aries tries to
come back but gets chopped down again. Ray says stay down but
Aries comes back with chops. A running elbow in the corner
hits Ray but he comes back with a modified powerbomb for two.
Ray sends him into the ropes and hits a wicked one man 3D but
it only gets two.

Here comes Joseph Park to the front row and Ray comes out to
get in his face. He pulls Park over the railing and into
ringside but Aries takes Ray down with a suicide dive. Back in
the ring a missile dropkick sends Ray into the corner and
Aries somehow pulls off the brainbuster for two. Ray tries a
superbomb out of the corner but falls on his face, allowing
Aries to throw on the Last Chancery for the tap at 13:17.

Rating: B. Good match here and it’s good that they gave Aries
the win. There was no need to have Ray get a win here and for
awhile I was thinking they were going to go with him. On a
side note, that one man 3D is a great finisher for Ray as it
looks devastating. Anyway, good win for Aries here but he
needs to get rid of that belt soon. It’s not helping him
anymore and it kills the division a little more every day he
has it.

We recap the pictures being revealed on Monday.

AJ says he isn’t here to talk about pictures.

We recap Angle vs. Styles. Angle beat Styles because AJ was
distracted by Daniels and the photos he had and Angle didn’t
want to win that way. This is his rematch.

AJ Styles vs. Kurt Angle

Angle is pretty much a tweener now as he doesn’t really have
an allegiance to either side of the spectrum. AJ takes it to



the mat which goes to a standoff. Now Angle takes it to the
mat and AJ bails. Angle has lowered his kneepad and tells AJ
to shoot for the leg. AJ outsmarts him though and kicks Angle
in the face as Angle drops down into defense. Angle hooks a
bearhug and tries a suplex but Styles counters into a Styles
Clash attempt which is countered into an ankle lock attempt
which doesn’t work.

Angle  takes  over  with  a  headlock  which  lasts  for  awhile.
Styles comes out of it and drops a knee. Styles Clash is
broken up again and they head to the floor. AJ counters a
suplex by landing on his feet and takes Angle down with a
clothesline. In the ring AJ misses a jumping attack in the
corner and Kurt suplexes him down. AJ fights out of a body
vice but runs into a backbreaker for two.

Off to a chinlock as this match slows way down. AJ gets up and
both guys try cross bodies. Styles speeds things up and hits
an AA into a backbreaker for two. Springboard forearm gets
two. Angle blocks the Clash but gets sent to the floor. AJ
hits the springboard forearm to the floor and both guys are
down. Kurt suplexes him from the apron into the ring for two.

A belly to belly superplex is countered but Angle runs the
ropes and hits the superplex for two. Angle Slam is countered
with the Pele and the Styles Clash gets two. Kurt reverses a
German into a release one of his own to put both guys down.
Styles gets a spinning rollup for two but Kurt pulls off an
Angle Slam. That gets two and Kurt is frustrated. Kurt pushes
A+B at the same time and gets two off a Styles Clash. The
moonsault misses and AJ hits his springboard 450 for two. AJ
sets for something else and here are Kaz and Daniels for the
interference, allowing Angle to hit another Slam for two.
Ankle and grapvine end this at 20:45.

Rating: B. First and foremost, AJ and Angle had a good match.
No one paying attention should be surprised at this at all.
That being said, I do not want to ever see Christoper Daniels



vs. AJ Styles again. I don’t care what the angle is, I don’t
care what new twist they put on it, I don’t care how it turns
out. I’m tired of seeing it and there’s no reason to put them
together anymore. They’ve feuded on and off for over seven
years now and I’m not interested in seeing it anymore.

Angle  saves  Styles  from  the  double  beatdown.  There’s
Slammiversary  I’d  assume.

Angle’s  moonsault  at  Lockdown  against  Anderson  is  the  #8
moment in TNA history.

Roode doesn’t feel right because he doesn’t have his belt with
him. It’s above the ring and he doesn’t like it.

We recap Roode vs. RVD. RVD won a match to get the title match
then won another one to make it a ladder match. That’s about
it.

TNA World Title: Rob Van Dam vs. Bobby Roode

Ladder match. The belt looks higher up than it usually is. Van
Dam knocks him to the floor to start and goes for the ladder,
but Roode breaks it up. Van Dam comes back and hits the
spinning kick to the back of Roode on the barricade. Van Dam
goes for the ladder again but gets caught in a DDT for Roode
to take over. Rob comes back with a flip dive to the floor to
put Roode down. This is pretty slow paced to start but it’s
not bad.

The ladder gets set up in the corner and Roode goes face first
into it. Now it gets placed on the middle rope and Roode
slingshots RVD’s face into it. Roode’s suplex onto the ladder
is blocked and Van Dam suplexes Roode onto the ladder instead.
A Lionsault onto Roode onto the ladder puts both guys down.
Van Dam sends him back first into the ladder and puts him in
Van Terminator position.

Instead he surfboards the chair into the ladder into Roode



which puts Van Dam down as well for some reason. Van Dam gets
another ladder and goes up but Roode knocks him off. Rob bumps
into the ladder to knock Roode off and the ladder hits Roode
in the head. I think he’s ok though as he clotheslines Van Dam
down and hits the spinebuster onto the ladder. Van Dam comes
out of nowhere with a monkey flip to send Roode into the
ladder in the corner, followed by Rolling Thunder.

The challenger has a nasty cut and lump on his elbow. Bad
elbow and all he kicks Roode onto a ladder but the Five Star
misses Roode and hits the ladder. Roode goes up and Van Dam
tries to pull a Shelton Benjamin and jump onto the ladder but
he misses and ties his leg up in it. Somehow he manages to
climb up to chase Roode, only to get shoved off and hit his
head on the chair from earlier. Roode retains at 15:28.

Rating: C+. This was fine but it was nothing great at all. I
don’t think most people expected RVD to take the title here,
as he was the veteran in this kind of match coming into his
own  match  so  of  course  he  had  no  chance.  The  match  was
entertaining enough for a B-Show main event, but Van Dam was
nothing but a placeholder to be another guy for Roode to beat.

Overall Rating: B-. This was pretty much what I was expecting:
a decent show where nothing significant happens at all (on
paper at least). That’s what plagued Lockdown (among other
things): nothing changed. TNA has been in the same place for
awhile now and that’s not a good thing. They need to shake
things  up  a  little  bit,  and  I  think  that’ll  happen  at
Slammiversary. It was an entertaining show but it’s nothing
I’ll remember three days from now.

Results
Kazarian/Christopher  Daniels  b.  Samoa  Joe/Magnus  –  Total
Elimination to Magnus
Gail Kim b. Brooke Tessmacher – Rollup with feet on the ropes
D-Von b. Robbie E and Robbie T – Rollup to Robbie T
Mr. Anderson b. Jeff Hardy – Rollup



Crimson b. Eric Young – Red Sky
Austin Aries b. Bully Ray – Last Chancery
Kurt Angle b. AJ Styles – Ankle Lock
Bobby Roode b. Rob Van Dam – Roode pulled down the title

Remember to like this on Facebook and follow me on Twitter
@kbreviews


