WWE Evolve — June 24, 2026
(Succession III): I'm
Intrigued

Evolve

Date: June 24, 2026

Location: WWE Performance Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Peter Rosenberg, Blake Howard

It’s time for another big show here with Succession III. As
usual that means we have a pair of title matches, with Nikkita
Lyons challenging Wendy Choo for the Women’s Title and Aaron
Rourke defending the Evolve Title against Max Abrams. In
addition, we have some fresh names debuting here, which should
be interesting. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week'’'s results if you need a recap.

Aaron Rourke and company arrived, saying he owned Succession.
Max Abrams and the Mog Squad seem to disagree.

Nikkita Lyons, with Sloane Jacobs, is ready to win her first
title.

Wendy Choo is ready to retain.
Opening sequence.

Women’s Title: Nikkita Lyons vs. Wendy Choo

Lyons, with Sloane Jacobs, is challenging. They fight over a
lockup to start and even go to the mat without breaking it up.
Choo switches over to a headlock to grind away but Lyons gets
up and sweeps the leg. Back up and Choo gets in a Thesz press
to hammer away, followed by a hurricanrana out of the corner.
Choo sends her outside but Jacobs gets in a distraction,
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allowing Lyons to get in a kick to the head as we take a
break.

We come back with Lyons fighting out of the corner but getting
caught with a heck of a DDT. They get up and strike it out
until Choo fires off some clotheslines. A hammerlock lariat
sends Lyons into the corner and a neckbreaker back out of the
corner gets two more. The sleeper is blocked though and Lyons
hits an overdrive of all things for two of her own. Choo’s
full nelson slam gets two more and the Dirt Nap goes on.

They fall outside with the hold not being broken so Lyons rams
her into the steps for the break. Back in and a super
Michinoku Driver of all things gives Lyons another near fall.
Lyons punches her down and tries a Vader Bomb, which 1is
countered into a powerbomb. The Dirt Nap goes back on so
Jacobs puts the title on the apron. Jacobs’ distraction means
the referee doesn’t see Lyons tapping so here is Laynie Luck
to cut Jacobs off. Choo cuts off a belt shot and rolls Lyons
up for two so Lyons hits her with a crystal. The spinning kick
gives Lyons the pin and the title at 11:14.

Rating: C+. The match was ok enough and while I don’t get the
appeal, it was pretty much now or never with Lyons. She has
been around for a long time now and hasn’t won anything and
that could only go on for so long. The match had enough
shenanigans to protect Choo but she never felt like a top
level champion anyway. Lyons gets her chance to do something
though and that could be quite the run, one way or another.

Video on how important a title can be for an Evolve star.

KevOnStage, next week’'s guest GM, talks about being a big fan
his entire life but It’s Gal interrupts. He wants a match next
week so Kev gives him Cutler James.

Kai Kavari vs. Kale Dixon

Dixon is hyped up as a veteran of THIRTY MATCHES in NXT and



shoves Kaivari around to start. That includes some trash talk
before Dixon gives him a reverse gordbuster before stomping
away in the corner. A clothesline lets Dixon swivel his hips a
bit and he drops Kaivari with a superkick for two.

The chinlock goes on, allowing commentary to make vegetable
puns. Kaivari fights up and strikes away, with a dropkick
knocking Dixon into the corner. A blonde woman (commentary
doesn’t recognize her) pops up for a distraction and Dixon
hits the 96 (a discus forearm) for the pin at 3:38.

Rating: C. Of all the people who get their names changed
because a tag wrestler on another roster might have the same
last name, the man named after a vegetable can’t get a name
change. He can be as talented as he wants but that is a heck
of a mountain to overcome. The match itself was fine, with
Dixon seemingly getting something of a push in his debut. I've
heard worse ideas, including naming a wrestler “Kale”.

We get a vignette of a woman whose face is all glitchy. She
describes herself as the voice that keeps you awake at night
and the nightmares you can’t wake up from. Evolve will fear
the unknown and she is already here. Her face is imposed over
a bunch of rather creepy images as she keeps talking about
fearing the unknown. I’'ve seen worse.

Evolve Title: Max Abrams vs. Aaron Rourke

Abrams, with the Mog Squad, is challenging and hang on as
KevOnStage says all the Squad has is hair and muscle. They
have a match against the ID team next week and it’s going to
be an elimination match. What a time to make an announcement.
After the Big Match Intros, and seeing Harlem Lewis in the VIP
area, Abrams misses a running kick to start and gets stomped
in the corner.

Abrams goes outside for a meeting with the Squad but gets
taken out by a dive. Back in and Rourke cuts off a leapfrog
with a flapjack before chopping away in the corner. That lets



Rourke strut a bit (makes sense in his case) but the Squad
trips him down on the apron. A flipping neckbreaker gives
Abrams two and we go split screen for an interview with Lewis,
who doesn’t like the interference.

Lewis acknowledges that Rourke is tough, but Rourke has never
pinned him. When Lewis is done with Braxton Cole, Rourke 1is
next. We take a break and come back with Abrams getting two
off a missile dropkick but the Main Objective is blocked. A
release Rock Bottom out of the corner drops Abrams again and
Rourke scores with a corner dropkick. Abrams knocks him back
and goes up but gets super powerslammed back down.

Rourke stomps away but bangs up his knee and gets sent face
first into the middle buckle. Abrams catches Rourke up top and
pulls him into a neckbreaker for two and it’s time for the
yelling while punching. Rourke forearms his way out of trouble
and catches him with a spinning kick to the face. Abrams gets
in a shot of his own and falls on top for two, leaving them
both down.

Back up and Abrams drives him into the corner and the referee
gets kicked down by mistake. Rourke’s kick connects for no
count so the Squad comes in. Lewis is there to cancel them out
but Braxton Cole is here to pull Lewis outside. The Squad gets
in a belt shot to give Abrams a rather close two and here are
the ID stars to even things up. Abrams takes Rourke up top but
gets dropped down, setting up the Molly Go Round to retain the
title at 13:44.

Rating: B. This got better near the end when things went
insane but it was only so interesting until then. Rourke has
come a very, very long way and feels like the top star around
here, which is a heck of an accomplishment. I was expecting
Abrams to win here but it should let Rourke go on for a bit,
even if Lewis seems to be waiting for him in the end.

Post match the ID guys and Squad have a staredown but security



come in..and lay out everyone to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. This definitely felt 1like a big show and
that 1s nice to see, as the whole point 1is giving Evolve a
special show. The good thing is they haven’t run these things
into the ground, which can often happen with WWE specials. The
main event got better as it went along and the ending 1is
intriguing, especially with Thatcher gone next week. Good show
here, odd vegetable man’'s name aside.

Results

Nikkita Lyons b. Wendy Choo — Spinning kick to the head
Kale Dixon b. Kai Kavari — 96

Aaron Rourke b. Max Abrams — Molly Go Round

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

WWE Evolve - April 15, 2026:
Next Champ Up

Evolve

Date: April 15, 2026

Location: WWE Performance Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Blake Howard, Peter Rosenburg

It’'s Wrestlemania Week and in this case that means we have a
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special show around here as well. The big story is the
Gauntlet Eliminator match for the vacant Women’'s Title. That
should be enough to carry the show and there is a good chance
that it eats up most of the show. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Karmen Petrovic runs down the list of competitors in the
Gauntlet Eliminator, which she is apparently in too. They
treated it as something of a surprise and..Petrovic isn’t the
biggest shock.

Opening sequence.

Here is Aaron Rourke to get things going. He talks about how
he is getting used to being champion and doesn’t want anyone
thinking that he’s not working as hard as he can. Rourke
doesn’t like Harlem Lewis saying Rourke is ducking him so come
say it to his face. Cue Lewis, who says he won’t get in the
ring and beat him down because it just keeps him from getting
what he wants. Rourke says they can do it for the title right
now but here is Braxton Cole to interrupt. Cole says he should
be the one getting the title shot and Rourke is fine with a
triple threat. Lewis isn’t happy with that and Cole jumps both
of them to stand tall.

Tristan Angels talks about growing up on a goat farm and then
getting into beauty pageants. He’'s ready to be amazing here.

Lince Dorado/Mike Cunningham vs. Santi
Rivera/Jacari Ball

Hold on though as Cunningham has changed his name to Max
Abrams. Yeah that’'s a good move, as Mike Cunningham isn’t
getting him anywhere. It’s Gal is here with Rivera and Ball.
Dorado kicks at Rivera to start but Rivera takes him down,
much to Gal’s happiness. Ball comes in but the double team 1is
broken up, allowing Abrams to come in and grab the armbar.
Abrams gets taken into the wrong corner so the villains can
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take turns striking away.

That's broken up and it’s back to Dorado, who gets to clean
house. Abrams even puts on the sunglasses and holds the ropes
open so Dorado can hit a heck of a suicide dive. Back in and
Dorado’s moonsault hits raised boots, allowing Rivera to grab
a Sling Blade for two. Abrams makes a save so Dorado goes up,
with Abrams tagging himself in, knocking Dorado off the top
anyway. Apparently Abrams’ tag doesn’t count though (need both
feet on the mat) and it’s Rivera getting a rollup for the pin
at 9:00.

Rating: C+. This worked well enough as you would expect the
goofy heels to lose so It’s Gal would have another thing to
complain about. At the same time, you have Abrams (thank
goodness for the name change) screwing up and costing Dorado
the match. This was a nice enough surprise, as we continue the
slow build towards Tag Team Titles.

Dorian Van Dux vs. Kai Kavari

Kai speeds around and slugs away to start, which staggers the
bigger Dux. That earns Kai a shot to the face and a spinning
gutwrench powerbomb. A shooting star press finishes Kavari at
1:41. Well that worked.

Brooks Jensen isn’t sure what Cappuccino Jones was trying to
prove last week so he wants a bullrope match.

Women’s Title: Gauntlet Eliminator

For the vacant title and it’'s basically a Royal
Rumble/Gauntlet match with two minute intervals, eight
participants and pin/submission/DQ for eliminations. Laynie
Luck is in at #1 and Karmen Petrovic is in at #2. Luck takes
her down by the leg to start before they run the ropes for a
standoff. They trade rollups for two each and knock each other
down as Kali Armstrong is in at #3 (with commentary getting in
an important line of the clock not starting until she is in



the ring).

We take a break and come back with Armstrong cleaning house
until some double teaming slows her down. A double cover only
gets two as Armstrong nips up. With Petrovic and Luck knocked
down, Wendy Choo 1is in at #4. Choo whips Luck into Armstrong
in the corner and hits a high crossbody on the latter.
Petrovic is back up with a superkick for two on Choo and
everyone is staggered as Tyra Mae Steele is in at #5. Steele
gets to clean some house but picks Armstrong up for some
reason, earning a shove away. The Kali Connection gets rid of
Petrovic at 7:45.

Luck kicks Steele down but Armstrong is back up to go after
both of them. Sloane Jacobs is in at #6 and sends Steele face
first into the corner. Jacobs teases working with Luck and
then rolls her up for the pin at 10:08. Armstrong isn’t having
this and Kali Connections Jacobs for the pin at 10:40. Choo
gets back in and Dirt Naps Steele, only for Armstrong to make
the save. Nikkita Lyons is in at #7 and suplexes Steele before
pulling Lyons in the way of the Kali Connection. Lyons drops
Armstrong and a spinning kick to the face gets rid of Steele
at 12:31.

They go to the corner for a Tower Of Doom and everyone is down
as PJ Vasa completes the field at #8. Choo gets crushed in the
corner and Vasa suplexes Choo and Lyons. Armstrong puts Vasa
down and tries the Kali Connection, only for Steele to pop up
for a distraction. Lyons kicks Armstrong in the face for the
pin at 15:51. Lyons tiger bombs Choo for two but can’t do the
same to Vasa. The Dirt Nap is broken up and Vasa Samoan drops
Choo but misses a splash. Choo hits a DDT and Lyons’ splits
splash gets rid of Vasa at 18:14.

We're down to Choo vs. Lyons for the title with Lyons getting
two off a Michinoku Driver. Choo hits a full nelson slam but
Lyons drops her, setting up the Vader Bomb for two. The Dirt
Nap goes on but Lyons flips out, only for Choo to grab a



hurricanrana for the pin and the title at 21:05.

Rating: B-. First and foremost, having this be elimination
rules makes it SO much better. Ultimately, Choo survived and
got a pin over the only remaining competitor to win. It'’s
better than having her win off a fluke pin and makes her feel
like a winner. I’'ll absolutely take this version of Choo as
champion, as her issue was always the weird gimmicks rather
than talent. Nice main event here and Choo has challengers
waiting on her.

We get a bunch of replays and Timothy Thatcher comes out to
present Choo with the title to end the show in a nice moment.

Overall Rating: B. This show was about getting a new Women’s
Champion and they pulled that off. That’s in addition to the
opener and a squash, with the triple threat for the Evolve
Title being set up as well. That is a rather efficient use of
just shy of an hour and I had a good time with this show.
Evolve continues to feel like they know what they want to do
week to week and this was no exception.

Results

Santi Rivera/Jacari Ball b. Lince Dorado/Max Abrams — Rollup
to Dorado

Dorian Van Dux b. Kai Kavari — Shooting star press

Wendy Choo won the Gauntlet Eliminator last eliminating
Nikkita Lyons

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Evolve — March 25, 2026: The
New Class

Evolve

Date: March 25, 2026

Location: WWE Performance Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Blake Howard, Peter Rosenberg

For the first time in a good while, we have a new Evolve
Champion as Aaron Rourke beat the departing Jackson Drake to
win the title last week. That means Rourke will need a new
challenger and we might find out who that is this week. Other
than that, we need a new Women’s Champion and the process
should begin soon. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Tate Wilder is in the ring and calls out Kam Hendrix for
attacking him a few weeks ago. Cue Hendrix, with Harley
Riggins and Kai Kavari. None of them like Wilder and find him
despicable, but a lot of people want to get his hands on
Wilder. For now, Kavari can get his chance. Kavari runs in and
gets dropkicked so let’s have a referee in there too.

Kali Kavari vs. Tate Wilder

Wilder is in street clothes and stars fast with a running shot
in the corner. Kavari is sent into the corner and knocked to
the apron, where he gets in a neck snap over the top rope. A
suplex gives Kavari two and we’re off to the chinlock. Wilder
fights up and hits some running clotheslines into a spinning
suplex. The Wild Ride finishes for Wilder at 3:28.

Rating: C. They didn’t have time to do much here but this was
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just a quick win for Wilder as he is on his way to getting his
hands on the other two. At the same time, Wilder looked a lot
better here and that’'s a good idea. They seem to think they
have something with him and it’s interesting to see getting a
more serious push.

Post match Wilde throws Kavari outside in a heap.

Mike Cunningham vs. Lince Dorado

Cunningham is looking a lot cockier than usual here. Dorado
takes him down with a flying mare to start so Cunningham runs
him over and does something of a dance. Back up and Dorado
armdrags him into an armbar but Cunningham takes over on the
arm as well. Cunningham dropkicks him off the top and out to
the floor, where it’'s a twisting dive to take Dorado down
again. Back in and Cunningham runs him over, meaning it’s time
to go after the arm again.

A spinebuster plants Dorado for two but he’s right back up
with a springboard, which is countered into a faceplant.
Cunningham works on the arm again but Dorado knocks him
outside for the running flip dive. Back in and a cross
armbreaker doesn’t work for Dorado so he kicks Cunningham in
the head. A handspring Stunner gives Dorado two so he goes up,
where it’s a super Falcon Arrow to bring him back down.
Cunningham loads up a powerbomb but Dorado reverses into a
rollup for the pin at 8:15.

Rating: B-. Cunningham looked better here than he has before
but it’s not a big loss to get beaten by someone with this
kind of experience. If nothing else, Dorado is someone who can
be used to help boost up the younger generation. I could go
for more of both of them, as this was a nice surprise.

Post match Dorado thanks Cunningham for the match and 1is
impressed by his skills. Cunningham thanks him for the lessons
and promises to learn to get better. They shake hands and
everything seems oKk.



Timothy Thatcher is annoyed at someone on the phone before
hanging up and praising Kendal Grey for setting the standard
for the women’s division. In three weeks, it’s an Eliminator
Gauntlet to crown a new Women’s Champion. Next week, we have a
four way to determine who gets the final spot. In addition,
some new prospects debut next week. That should be fun.

Kali Armstrong vs. Masyn Holiday

Layla Diggs is here with Holiday. Armstrong drives her into
the corner to start and hits a heck of a running shoulder to
the ribs. The powerslam cuts off a comeback attempt and the
Kali Connection finishes Holiday at 1:12.

Braxton Cole is rather rich but has to deal with rough things
like getting the ice off his Bentley, flying commercial to
Cabo and having his lobster be too buttered.

Cappuccino Jones vs. Brooks Jensen

Jensen seems rather annoyed and shoves him out of the corner
to start, only for Jones to come off the middle rope with a
Stunner. Jones dropkicks him outside and we take a break. We
come back with Jensen tying him in the ring skirt and
hammering away. Back up and Jones tries to go up top, only to
get knocked out to the floor. Jensen’s clothesline gets two
and he chokes Jones on the ropes.

A weird stomp, with Jensen’s feet wrapped around Jones’ head
as he jumps up, has Jones in more trouble and we hit a full
nelson on the mat. That’'s broken up and Jones misses a charge
into the ropes, allowing Jones to.well slip on the ropes
actually. An elbow out of the corner works a bit better for
Jones and he strikes away, followed by a Cactus Clothesline.
They brawl on the floor and knock the referee away for the
double DQ at 8:29.

Rating: B-. It’s another nice match with a result you don’t
see that often. Jones is someone who seems like he should be a



comedy goof but he’s smooth enough in the ring to rise above
that level. On the other hand you have Jensen, who is little
more than a middle of the road villain who doesn’t have much
to do. Then again they need bodies around here so Jensen does
at least have a place.

Post match Jensen lays him out with the cowbell.

Kali Armstrong wants back in the Women’s Title picture and
wanted to beat Kendal Grey to get it back. Timothy Thatcher
says the goal is to get up to NXT, where she can face Grey
again. He does give her something to calm the situation
though: she can be in the four way for the final spot in the
Gauntlet Eliminator.

Here 1is Aaron Rourke for his championship celebration. He
can’t believe he’s here and while you know him as this
confident guy, it wasn’t always the case. When he was a kid,
he just wanted to bring his action figures to school rather
than play football. People called him names and they made him
hate who he was. Wrestling has been his escape since he was
five years old, including people like Ric Flair, who inspired
him to wear the robe.

Then there is his favorite wrestler, Charlotte, and he’ll be
chasing her title record for his entire career. He wants to
show people that it doesn’t matter who you are or where you’'re
from because you can be a success. Don't be anyone else but
yourself because you are good enough and you are great.

He wants to be like the heroes he watched growing up and for
people to see him as being outlandish but also himself. We get
a rather nice thank you for all of the love and support he has
received. He is privileged to be champion and enjoy the ride.
Rourke can talk and that’s a rather positive message to be
sending. I've liked the things he’s been saying in his promos
since the beginning and this was rather good again.

Harlem Lewis is in the back and says that title will be his.



Overall Rating: B-. This show was designed to help establish
some of the newer stars around here and it’s worked well
enough. People like Wilder, Cappuccino and Rourke felt like
big enough deals and I like where their stuff is going. At the
same time you have Thatcher fitting into his role perfectly
and that gives me hope for this show’s future. The next few
weeks will show us where things are going, but they’re off to
a nice enough start.

Results

Tate Wilder b. Kai Kavari — Wild Ride

Lince Dorado b. Mike Cunningham — Rollup

Kali Armstrong b. Masyn Holiday — Kali Connection

Cappuccino Jones vs. Brooks Jensen went to a double DQ when
they both hit the referee

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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