Slammiversary 2010 (2025
Edition): That's It?

Slammiversary 2010

Date: June 13, 2010

Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Taz, Mike Tenay

This is something I don’t get very often, as someone wanted
me to look at an old TNA show. In this case it'’s still
fairly early in the Hogan/Bischoff regime and the main
event is Sting challenging Rob Van Dam for the World Title.
Other than that, Abyss is being rather violent with Desmond
Wolfe so we have Monster’s Ball. Let’s get to it.

Sidenote: it's Slammiversary VIII, which is of course the
sixth Slammiversary. I get what they’re going for, but it
doesn’t sound great.

The opening video looks at the company’s history, which
really has been quite strong over the years. That being
said, the “modern” stuff with Hulk Hogan and Eric Bischoff
bring it back down.

Kurt Angle vs. Kazarian

Angle is annoyed that Kazarian made a recent top ten so
it’s time to beat him up. Kazarian gets taken down by the
arm to start and cranking ensues. That'’s reverses into
Kazarian’s own wristlock but Angle snaps off a German
suplex. A low blow cuts Angle down though and a slingshot
legdrop gives Kazarian two.

Back up and another release German suplex drops Kazarian,
followed by an overhead belly to belly for the same. Angle
mixes it up a bit with a powerbomb into the ankle lock but
Kazarian rolls out in a hurry. For some reason Kazarian
thinks going to the top against Angle is a good idea,
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earning himself the belly to belly superplex back down.

The rolling German suplexes let Angle take the straps down
but Kazarian is up with the Fade To Black (Hangman Page’s
Deadeye) for two of his own. A quick Angle Slam gives Angle
two but he gets powerbombed out of the corner for the same.
Angle pulls him into the ankle lock and grapevines him for
the tap at 14:16.

Rating: B. This was getting going and Kazarian was able to
hang with Angle pretty well. Granted that might be due to
Angle’s pretty rapid descent around this time. You could
see the personal issues starting to take their toll and it
would only get worse going forward. He could still do well
enough here, though dang it’s weird seeing him in a spot
like this rather than the main event scene.

Commentary praises the various commentators over the years.

X-Division Title: Douglas Williams vs. Brian Kendrick

Kendrick 1is challenging after having beaten Williams, who
hates high fliers, in a non-title match. Feeling out
process to start with Kendrick pulling him into an armbar,
sending Williams over to the ropes. Williams’ front
facelock is broken up as well as they’'re certainly going
technical to start.

Williams gets logical by going after the leg before they
head outside, where Kendrick misses a charge into the
barricade. Back in and we hit a camel clutch, followed by a
pop up Samoan drop for two on Kendrick. We go European with
a cravate on Kendrick, who fights out and hits a missile
dropkick. Williams gets in a hard kick to the ribs and a
rollup gets two, followed by a gutwrench suplex. Rolling
Chaos Theory is broken up but Williams is right back with
the tornado DDT to retain at 9:36.

Rating: C+. This was a fine way to go as Williams gets to
keep the title. The X-Division has been such a major focal



point of the company’s history that it had to be featured
on a show like this, though you might have expected the
title to change hands for the feel good moment. Williams
was a talented star and the “mat wrestler who hates high
flying” is a classic story, but the match was only pretty
good.

Eric Bischoff, with assistant Miss Tessmacher, is looking
forward to the main event and wants Rob Van Dam to get rid
of Sting for awhile.

Knockouts Title: Roxxi vs. Madison Rayne

Rayne is defending after, just like the previous match, the
champ got beat in a non-title match. Hold on though as
Rayne asks how the Beautiful People have been so dominant
but Roxxi gets to pop in and out whenever she likes. What
is she putting on the line tonight? We should make it a
title vs. career match, with Roxxi agreeing, and then
getting hit in the face with the microphone to start fast.

Roxxi is busted open but comes back with a clothesline and
ax handle for two, only to be sent outside. Back in and
Rayne sends her into the corner before cranking on the arm,
which feels a bit out of place when Roxxi is pouring blood.
Roxxi fights up with a boot to the face and a Voodoo Drop
gets two. Back up and Rayne hits a quick Rayne Drop to end
Roxxi’s career at 4:16.

Rating: D+. I'm not sure if they went home early because of
the blood or if this was the plan, but either way, this was
far from something interesting, as it was more or less a
basic TV match. I would expect something more out of both a
pay per view title match, as well as the end of Roxxi's
career. Nothing much to see here and that'’s a
disappointment.

We recap Brother Ray vs. Jesse Neal, which is due to Ray
thinking Neal (his former student) 1s disrespectful.
Naturally this is what we get rather than a match between



their respective teams, because that might make too much
sense.

Brother Ray vs. Jesse Neal

Hold on though as Ray asks both partners (D-Von and Shannon
Moore) to come out here, with Ray offering an apology. Ray
calls Neal a hero for his time in the Navy and yes he (Ray)
made a mistake. Team 3D goes to leave and yes of course Ray
jumps Neal on the ramp and throws him inside to start fast.
D-Von is ticked off but leaves, allowing Ray to hammer away
on the mostly helpless Neal.

Neal gets tied in the Tree of Woe and knocked back out,
allowing Ray to hit some rather hard chops. The comeback is
actually on with a crossbody into a belly to belly but the
Bully Bomb cuts him off. Cue Tommy Dreamer (who wound up
being a surprise that Dixie Carter had teased, because of
course) for a distraction, causing Ray to miss a middle
rope backsplash. A spear gives Neal the pin at 5:56.

Rating: C-. Oh come on. This warranted a spot on the pay
per view? They really needed to bring in Tommy Dreamer that
badly? Other than that, the match was another weak one as
well, with Ray basically toying with him and shrugging off
Neal’'s offense. This easily could have been on regular TV
and had no real business being on this show.

Hernandez is ready to fight his former partner Matt Morgan.

We recap Hernandez vs. Matt Morgan. They were partner and
champions until Morgan turned on him and put Hernandez on
the shelf. It’s time for revenge.

Matt Morgan vs. Hernandez

Hold on though (again) as Morgan comes out in a neck brace.
He blames Hernandez for hurting him and he has a doctor’s
note saying he can’t wrestle. Cue Hernandez to throw Morgan
back inside and we'’re ready to fight. Hernandez hammers
away 1in the corner and puts the referee on the top,



allowing Morgan to send Hernandez outside. Back in and
Hernandez is sent into the post a few times before firing
off the elbows in the corner. Hernandez fights out and
chokes on the ropes a few times, followed by a shove of the
referee for the DQ at 5:17.

Rating: D+. I repeat my “Oh come on” as this was absolutely
a TV angle rather than a match. I have no idea why they’re
doing with this with the pay per view as this is the third
straight match (out of five) that could have easily been on
Impact. If you want these two to have a fight then let them
have a fight. Don’t just tease something and then make you
wait after asking us to pay this time. Again.

Post match Hernandez beats up the referee again so more
referees come out to check on him. This is the focal point
after a former team brawled on pay per view.

Hulk Hogan is looking forward to the main event.

Abyss vs. Desmond Wolfe

Monster’s Ball and Chelsea is here with Wolfe (who 1is
better known as Nigel McGuinness), who tries to swing the
kendo stick to start. This doesn’t prove to be a good idea
against Abyss, who slams him down and grabs a barbed wire
board. That’s broken up (the momentum, not the board) and
Wolfe gets in a shot of his own. A barbed wire teddy bear
(How did Mick Foley never have one of those?) is brought in
by Abyss knocks him down and busts out the bag of broken
glass.

We’ll save that for later though as Wolfe takes him up to
the stage, where Abyss hits a chokeslam through part of the
set. That's not enough for even a cover though as Abyss
takes him back to the ring, where Wolfe hits a sunset bomb
onto the barbed wire board. The kendo stick sends Abyss,
now bleeding from the arm, into the glass for two and Wolfe
is stunned. Wolfe tells Chelsea to throw him the brass
knuckles but she intentionally throws them to Abyss



instead. A right hand with said knuckles and the Black Hole
Slam finish Wolfe at 11:45.

Rating: B-. It was the usual hardcore, weapons based brawl
that we’ve seen from TNA for years. That’s probably the
point, but they didn’t exactly give us much of a reason for
these two to be fighting. I'm sure there was a reason, but
it would be nice to get a quick recap of what set this up.
If Ray vs. Neal can get one, you might think this could
too. Anyway, the Chelsea turn was the point here, and that
was an effective enough way to wrap up a decent hardcore
match.

Rob Van Dam is going to keep the World Title so Sting can’t
get it and bring the company into dark days. TNA? Dark
days? Like that could ever happen (over and over and over).

We recap Jay Lethal vs. AJ Styles. Ric Flair is mentoring
Styles and trying to turn him into the new Nature Boy (and
yes it was bad) but is mad at him for losing to Lethal, who
had embarrassed him with an impression. Now Flair wants
Styles to get revenge.

Jay Lethal vs. AJ Styles

Ric Flair is here with Styles, who comes out in a feathered
Flair robe, because of course AJ STYLES needed this kind of
thing. They fight over a lockup to start and Styles takes
him into the corner for a slap to the face. Styles'’
headlock 1s broken up so he goes after the knee and chops
away .

A snap suplex gives Lethal and he grabs a tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker for the same. Styles is back up and knocks him
to the floor but gets tripped onto the apron. Back in and
Styles kicks him in the face for two, setting up a knee
drop for the same. Lethal’s own kick gets his own two but
Styles plants him with a belly to back suplex. Flair gets
in a few cheap shots of his own and we hit the chinlock to
keep things slow.



That’s broken up as well and Styles strikes away, with a
crossbody getting two. Lethal goes up top but gets caught
in a backbreaker, only to grab his pop up neckbreaker
(always looked good) for two more. Styles gets evil by
poking him in the eye and slapping on the Figure Four, with
Lethal making the ropes. Lethal is back with a nasty German
suplex for two, followed by his own Figure Four which has
Flair freaking out (again). That'’'s broken up so Lethal hits
another backbreaker but Styles gets in a Pele. Styles goes
up and dives right into a northern lights suplex to give
Lethal the big upset win at 16:33.

Rating: B. This is the kind of win you do not see very
often but it can go a long way in making someone a star.
Lethal was still getting established as a singles wrestler
around this point and beating a legend like Styles clean is
only going to help that. I'm still not sure who thought it
was a good idea to turn Styles, who was LONG established at
this point, into a new Nature Boy but TNA has to TNA.

Post match Flair yells at Styles so Frankie Kazarian comes
out to calm things down.

Sting says he’s going to take the World Title from Rob Van
Dam as part of his war with Hulk Hogan and Eric Bischoff.
The bosses being more important than the title is certainly
a choice.

We recap Beer Money vs. Jeff Hardy/Mr. Anderson. Beer Money
is a seasoned team and Hardy and Anderson don’t get along.
The feud has been building for weeks and..that’s the extent
of what we’re told. WHY they’re fighting isn’t exactly
explained, which is kind of a big thing to miss.

Hardy and Anderson dub themselves the Extreme Enigmatic
A******* ]

Mr. Anderson/Jeff Hardy vs. Beer Money

Roode and Anderson start things off with Roode taking him



into the corner for an early break. It’s off to Hardy, who
gets dropped with a shoulder and then Storm knocks him down
as well. Everything breaks down and Beer Money gets cleared
out until Roode low bridges Anderson to the floor. Back in
and Roode gets two off a knee drop as we settle down into
the heat segment.

Anderson finally gets in a clothesline for a breather and
it’s back to Hardy to clean house. Roode slows him up
though and Storm grabs a DDT for two but Anderson breaks up
the Last Call, allowing Hardy to Swanton Roode. Storm pulls
the referee out at two so Hardy hammers on Storm, only to
get caught in a wheelbarrow Codebreaker. A hanging DDT
plants Hardy for two more as things slow down again.

The villains shout their names and it’s back to Roode for a
front facelock. That’s broken up but Hardy misses Whisper
In The Wind, only to come back with a quick DDT. Anderson
comes back in to clean house but walks into Roode’s
spinebuster, with Hardy making the save. The Eye O0f The
Storm drops Hardy and everything breaks down again. Hardy
sends Storm outside, saves Anderson (busted open) from a
suplex, and lets Anderson Mic Check Roode for the pin at
13:54.

Rating: B-. This was a perfectly good tag match with Hardy
and Anderson working together well enough against a full
time team. Commentary still didn’t do much to explain why
the teams were fighting but the match being good enough
helps a lot. It’'s not exactly a classic, but it went well
enough.

Post match the winners congratulate each other.

We recap Sting vs. Rob Van Dam for the World Title. Sting
has been going a lot more violent and possibly evil, but he
swears there is more to it. He’'s trying to help protect the
company by protecting the title, but Van Dam isn’t cool
with that.



TNA World Title: Sting vs. Rob Van Dam

Van Dam is defending and Sting is in his really lame t-
shirt look. Sting takes him outside to start and they go
into the crowd, where Van Dam kicks him away. They get back
to ringside where Sting backdrops him right back over the
barricade. Van Dam gets whipped into a wall before some
rams into the barricade keeps him in trouble.

We actually bother to get inside, where a Stinger Splash
gets two and we hit the chinlock. Van Dam fights up and
starts kicking away, including the middle rope kick to the
face for two. The referee gets bumped though and Sting gets
in some baseball bat shots. Cue Jeff Jarrett to use the bat
on Sting, allowing Van Dam to hit Rolling Thunder for two.
The Stinger Splash misses though and Van Dam hits the Five
Star to retain at 10:56.

Rating: C-. Sting’s time in TNA saw him have a lot of lame
finishes to his matches and that was kind of the case again
here. The biggest problem is this in no way felt like a pay
per view main event but rather something that you could see
on any given Impact. They brawled outside for almost half
of the match and then the referee got bumped. Sting and Van
Dam are more than capable of having a good match but they
weren’t given the chance to do it here. Not good, and it
felt like a fairly meaningless way to wrap up a major show.

Van Dam celebrates and we’'re out.

Overall Rating: C. There are good parts to this show but
the section in the middle, from the Knockouts Title match
to Hernandez vs. Morgan and then the main event were just
not worth your time. It also doesn’t help that there was
pretty much nothing big, especially not for an anniversary
show, to make it stand out. The show just came and went and
while there were some good parts, it just didn’t stand out
overall. Things would get more interesting in TNA in the
coming months, though the quality would certainly be..uh,



yeah.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over
to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Impact Wrestling — November
24, 2022: Turkeys Trotting
(Thanksgiving Special)

Impact Wrestling
Date: November 24, 2022
Hosts: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

It’s Thanksgiving and that means we are in for a special
Best Of show around here. That’s about as logical as you're
going to get for this time of year as there is no reason to
believe that anyone is going to pay attention to a show on
such a big holiday. You never know what you’ll see on
something like this but let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

The hosts welcome us to the show and promise us some great
Thanksgiving moments, plus a look at Overdrive.

We’'ll start with Thanksgiving 2008, with Rhino pinning Alex
Shelley in a triple threat match also involving Sheik Abdul
Bashir. As a result, Rhino gets $25,000 and Shelley has to
wear a turkey suit, as enforced by Mick Foley with threats
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of firings/bad history lessons.

Wrestlers say what they are thankful for (Joe Hendry 1is
thankful for mirrors because he gets to see who he really
is).

Deaner asks Eric Young if this is the end of Violent By
Design but doesn’t get an answer. It’s time for an answer
to the unanswered questions so they have to go back to
where it all began. How about before that when the team
doesn’t exist?

We go back to Thanksgiving 2007, at the Angle household,
featuring Kurt and Karen as pilgrims and Jeremy Borash,
Tomko and AJ Styles as guests (it was a weird time). They
pray (with gold medals on the plates) and Styles eats
during the prayer. People keep opening their eyes during
the prayer, with Karen and JB making faces at each other.
Robert Roode and Traci Brooks come in, as do James Storm
and Jackie Moore (with beer). Chris Harris arrives and
complains about the directions.

Eric Young shows up, a bit under dressed, and breaks a
bunch of stuff. Kurt stands up to yell, revealing that he’s
wearing the World Title, and sends Eric to the kid’s table
(Eric gets lost on the way). Then the X-Division arrives,
with Sonjay Dutt trying to get donations for starving
children. Storm and Young get in a drinking contest and
Styles leaves as Black Reign (Dustin Rhodes) and Rellik
(that's overused joke spelled forwards) arrive. Reign lets
his rat Misty into the food and we take a break.

Back with Young and Storm rather drunk (Young has found a
wig and they have both lost their shirts). Jay Lethal (as
Black Machismo) arrives as Kurt looks like he wants some
cyanide. Then So Cal Val arrives, so Lethal gives her his
jacket to walk on. Kurt tries to restore order as Awesome
Kong shows up and sits at the other end of the (really
long) table. She eats food that may or may not be wax and,



since there are a bunch of tables, Team 3D arrives, with
food being thrown at them.

A bunch of people leave to get away from Team 3D, who were
invited by someone other than Kurt. They sit at the kid’s
table and take food from Kurt’s daughter, who says they
suck (I would have paid to see her put through a table).
Then Kevin Nash and Scott Hall arrive and Karen takes pies
to the face. Everyone else shows up and the food fight is
on. This was HILARIOUS in a wrestling way.

We look at Mickie James beating Taylor Wilde at Overdrive.
Then Deonna Purrazzo comes out to yell at her and sets up
the next match in James’ Last Rodeo.

From Thanksgiving 2016, loser wears a turkey suit.

Grado vs. Robbie E.

They slug it out to start with Grado getting the better of
it off the snap jabs. A double clothesline puts both guys
down as this is a little less funny than I was expecting.
Robbie grabs a rollup for the pin at 2:39.

Grado is turkey suited.

We look at the end of Josh Alexander beating Kazarian with
the C4 Spike to retain the World Title at Overdrive. Then
Bully Ray came out, announced he was officially challenging
at Hard To Kill in January, and beat up Alexander in front
of his family. Then, with Alexander zip tied to the rope,
Ray pulled Alexander’s wife over the barricade...and just
threatened her because Alexander was loose. After the show,
Ray grabbed the title but Rich Swann came out for the save.
Scott D’'Amore came out and threw stuff at Ray while asking
what was wrong with him. Great segment. Why does it need to
be Bully Ray and not someone new?

From Thanksgiving 2013.

Here are all of the winners of the matches tonight plus
Velvet who is with Sabin. Roode points this out and Sabin



throws Velvet out. Bobby asks everyone what they’'re
thankful for. Bad Influence is thankful for their
intelligence and large endowment. Kaz is thankful that Park
isn’t here to drink the gravy or fornicate with the pumpkin
pie. Gail is thankful for being the prettiest and most
dominant Knockout in the history of the company. Oh and her
family too.

Sabin is thankful for his hair, being the best X-Division
Champion ever and Velvet Sky. The Bro Mans are thankful for
Mr. O Phil Heath, Zema Ion (officially part of the team)
and for being the best team ever. Bad Influence: “I'm not
sure about that.” Roode says the real Thanksgiving was last
month in Canada and the fans will be thankful when he
becomes the next champion.

It’s time to eat but here’s Angle to interrupt. He sees a
ring full of turkeys, which are fighting words for the
people in there. Roode challenges him to a fight which
Angle accepts, and here’s his backup. Fernum and Barnes (a
couple of losers who lost the Turkey Bowl) are still in the
turkey suits. You can fill in the blanks yourself here: bad
guys are destroyed, food is everywhere, Spud panics,
turkeys fly. The good guys, Velvet and ODB celebrate to end
the show.

More wrestlers are thankful for various things.

We look at Kenny King going after Mike Bailey at the
overdrive pre-show and losing a six way match as a result.

King is going to take out Bailey before going after the X-
Division Title.

From Thanksgiving 2017.
Team Edwards vs. Team Adonis

Eddie Edwards, Garza Jr., Allie, Fallah Bahh, Richard
Justice
Chris Adonis, Caleb Konley, Laurel Van Ness, KM, El Hijo




Del Fantasma

The loser of the fall wears a turkey suit and there’s food
at ringside, along with Eli Drake. We're not ready yet
though as the teams sit down at the food tables as Drake
insists that everyone has to put on the suit if they lose.
He has a statement for JB to read, which pretty much just
says everyone play nice.

Justice sticks his finger in Konley’s mouth to start and
gets two off a rollup. Laurel comes in and jumps on
Justice’s back so it’s off to the women for a change. KM
and Bahh are up next with some shots to Bahh’s head taking
us to a break. Back with Bahh crossbodying KM and bringing
in Garza...WHO TAKES OFF HIS PANTS! I'm rather thankful.

Garza gets punched down though and it’s time for the heel
beatdown. Adonis comes in for two off a legdrop and it’s
time for a bearhug (on a guy with a bad shoulder). That
goes nowhere and the hot tag brings in Eddie to clean
house. Everything breaks down in a hurry and KM gets
crushed between Justice and Bahh.

We get the big crash to the floor and Justice falls off the
apron, only to be caught without much effort. Allie dives
onto everyone to break up the pile and everyone is down.
Back in and Adonis can’t grab the Adonis Lock, allowing
Eddie to roll him up for the pin at 16:04, meaning Adonis
gets to wear the suit.

Rating: C-. Oh what were you expecting here? This was all
in good fun and nothing more than a comedy match. The match
was just there for the sake of having a one off match for a
holiday special and as a result, it’s really hard to be
harsh on it. Adonis having to wear the suit is fine and it
continues a (rather goofy) tradition. It wasn’t anything
good, but it’'s perfectly harmless.

Post break, Adonis refuses to wear the suit. Security
actually stops him as the referee holds up the suit like an



executioner’s ax. After a lot of persuading and a GOBBLE
GOBBLE (One of us?) chant, Adonis finally puts it on and
walks around a bit. Adonis isn’t cool with the chants
though and the required food fight, with Adonis hitting
Drake in the face with a pie, ends the show. This was
actually entertaining as they just went with the simple
comedy and it worked perfectly well.

Delirious and Yuyu Uemura yell at each other in...something
and Japanese.

Here’s what's coming on various shows.

Steve Maclin wants the World Title but he is being held

captive by his own company. From now on, it’s mayhem for
all.

From Thanksgiving 2007.

Samoa Joe vs. AJ Styles vs. Chris Sabin

This is the finals of the Turkey Bowl, with the winner
getting $25,000 and the loser wearing the turkey suit. Joe
and Sabin double team Styles to start and knock him to the
floor. That leaves Sabin to take Joe down but a kick
misses, giving us a staredown. Styles gets knocked to the
floor again and we take a break.

Back with Sabin charging into a hot shot but Joe comes back
in to punch Styles in the face. Styles breaks up the
suicide elbow to Sabin though, meaning Joe punches him in
the face some more. The drop down into a dropkick hits Joe
and we take a break. Back again with Joe countering the
springboard moonsault into an Air Raid Crash with Sabin
having to make a save.

We take another break and come back again with Sabin
hitting a springboard DDT to drop Joe. That earns Sabin a
trip to the floor but Styles Peles Joe. The charge into the
corner only hits kick to the face though, allowing Joe to
hit the Muscle Buster for the pin at 9:33 shown (of the



nearly thirty minute match).

Rating: B-. Well it seemed to be a good match, at least
from what we saw of the thing. Joe was on another planet at
this point and Styles was in his weird phase as Angle’s
wacky goon, but it isn’t like he was going to be awful in
the ring. Throw in a very talented Sabin and of course this
was going to work, even if we missed almost twenty minutes.

Post match we cut to a livid Kurt Angle (AJ’'s boss),
storming out of his own Thanksgiving dinner. Back in the
arena, AJ won’'t put the suit on so here is Jim Cornette to
order him to do it. After some coaxing, Styles (very
slowly) puts the suit on so Tomko and Kurt come out to
yell. Samoa Joe and the Outsiders come out to laugh at
Angle and pals, meaning the brawl is on. The bad guys are
cleared out, with Eric Young coming in to add a turkey leg
to Angle to wrap things up. Then Hall got fired and Joe was
given a live mic at the pay per view where he went on an
all time rant against a lot of people.

Overall Rating: C. I never know what to say about these
things, especially when it was a bunch of clips from what
was little more than a comedy concept. There was a bit of
decent action and it is fun to look back at some flashes of
different times in the company’s history, but there was
nothing worth seeing here. Granted that is kind of the
point, but this was still a weird choice for a show.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over
to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Impact Wrestling — June 9,
2022: The Other Important
Part

Impact Wrestling

Date: June 9, 2022

Location: Osceola Heritage Park, Kissimmee, Florida
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

We are rapidly approaching Slammiversary and that means it
is time to start filling out the card. The main event 1is
set but we still need to add in a few more spots here and
there. This includes another name in the Ultimate X match,
plus a likely Moose vs. Sami Callihan match. Let’s get to
it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening sequence looks at Sami Callihan attacking Moose
last week.

Callihan wants Moose.

Opening sequence, again featuring a classic TNA theme. I
could go for more of these things.

Tenille Dashwood vs. Rosemary

Madison Rayne 1s here too. Rosemary knocks her into the
corner to start and a ram into the buckle makes it worse.
Dashwood manages to get in a shot of her own though and
pulls Rosemary outside for a crash to take over. Back in
and the Upside Down doesn’t get Rosemary very far as


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/06/10/impact-wrestling-june-9-2022/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/06/10/impact-wrestling-june-9-2022/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/06/10/impact-wrestling-june-9-2022/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/06/06/impact-wrestling-june-2-2022-on-to-the-anniversary/

Dashwood clotheslines her down.

A full nelson is broken up though and a double clothesline
gives them both a breather. It’s Rosemary up first with
something close to the Last Chancery but Dashwood slips
out. Rayne offers a quick cheap shot but Rosemary grabs a
rollup for the pin at 6:04 anyway. Ignore Rosemary’s
shoulders being down.

Rating: C. Pretty run of the mill match here with a bit of
a wonky ending. Rosemary not having Havok here was a bit
weird as they might not have the brightest future together.
Dashwood and Rayne are still fine as heels, but it is still
kind of hard to get invested in the division as it pretty
much doesn’t exist.

Post match the beatdown is on but Taya Valkyrie comes in
for the save. Rosemary and Taya don’t exactly seem to trust
each other.

Slammiversary rundown.

The Good Brothers have come to the Briscoes’ chicken farm
and we get some rapid fire clips of them looking around the
place, including dealing with manure, talking to Mark’s (I
think) son and chasing around a chicken. Then they run into
Papa Briscoe, who tells them to get out. Violence is teased
but the Briscoe Brothers come in via their truck and the
big fight is on. Jay gets tied in a tree, but Papa grabs a
wrench to keep the Brothers (Good that is) from throwing a
cinder block at his head. Papa continues to steal every
scene he is in for any promotion.

Heath says Rhino needs surgery and will be out for months.
Revenge on Honor No More is promised.

Steve Maclin vs. PCO

PCO starts fast with a running clothesline and somehow
winds up on the floor instead of Maclin. A dive takes
Maclin down and PCO’s mouth is busted, but he hits another



dive for good measure. The PCOsault is broken up so Maclin
knocks him off the top and hits a dive of his own as we
take a break.

Back with Maclin pulling PCO’s shoulder into the post a few
times and grabbing a top rope superplex for two. PCO gets
all fired up though and hammers away, including a DDT. The
Cannonball sets up the Deanimator but another Cannonball
hits steps. Maclin hits a running spear against the
barricade and then crushes PCO’s arm in the step for a
bonus. The shoulder is WAY messed up (looks dislocated) but
PCO beats up the medical people. That lets Maclin hit a
chair shot to the ribs, followed by a DDT onto the chair
for the pin at 12:24.

Rating: C+. The Maclin push continues and beating PCO means
a little something. I’'m curious to see how far he can go,
as we might be seeing him getting into the main event
scene. It isn’t like there is anything else of note for him
to do, so maybe there is an opening for him in there.

Post match PCO sits up and goes after Maclin, who runs off
scared.

Flashback Moment Of The Week: Samoa Joe retains the World
Title in King of the Mountain at Slammiversary 2008.

Tasha Steelz, with Savannah Evans, yells at Deonna Purrazzo
for not helping her last week. Purrazzo says she doesn’t
need their help so the two of them storm off. Chelsea Green
comes in to laugh.

Matt Morgan pops up as this week’s cameo and talks about
what his time meant here. Vincent comes in to mock him
before leaving.

Joe Doering vs. Josh Alexander

Non-title and the rest of Violent By Design is here.
Doering shoves him down to start but Alexander is back up
with a headlock. A belly to back suplex doesn’t get Doering



out of trouble but he kicks out of the ankle lock without
much effort. Doering gets in a running shoulder to drop
Alexander for two and then sneers a lot. We hit the neck
crank for a bit but Alexander is right back up with a
middle rope knee. Some rolling German suplexes have Doering
in trouble so the Violent By Design flag is thrown in.
That's fine with Alexander, who hits Doering with the flag
for the DQ at 6:30.

Rating: C. Not much to see here other than Alexander
snapping a bit on the way to the pay per view title match.
Doering is still someone where I don’t get the appeal as he
is the big monster of a team run by Eric Young. That is
only going to get you so far and we passed that point a
long time ago.

Post match Alexander cleans house and stares down Eric
Young, who backs off.

Moose isn’t worried about Sami Callihan’s mind games, even
as the lights flicker.

We look at Ace Austin joining the Bullet Club in Japan.

Austin and the Bullet Club were happy and then beat up an
angry Alex Zayne.

Moose goes hunting for Sami Callihan...and actually finds
him, setting up the brawl in the back. Callihan is busted
open but Moose finds that he is locked in an area
backstage. Callihan reveals that he has the key and beats
Moose up before locking him in.

Matt Cardona insists that he is the REAL Digital Media
Champion but since he is hurt, he hands it off to Brian
Myers. That's fine with Myers, who will defend against Rich
Swann at Slammiversary.

Slammiversary rundown, with Alex Zayne being added to
Ultimate X.

Honor No More vs. Frankie Kazarian/Motor City Machine Guns




That would be Matt Taven/Mike Bennett/Eddie Edwards for
Honor No More. Bennett and Edwards trade headlocks to start
for an early standoff. Bennett gets sent into the corner
for some alternating shots to the face, allowing Sabin to
come in and kick him down. That’'s broken up and it’'s off to
Taven, who takes over on Sabin without much trouble.
Kazarian comes in as well with a neckbreaker for Taven
before cranking on Edwards’ arm. Everything breaks down and
the good guys take over, including the springboard spinning
legdrop to Bennett as we take a break.

Back with Shelley Stunning Edwards over the top rope but
Bennett pulls the leg to cut him off. Everything breaks
down again and Sabin gets launched into a powerbomb to take
him down too. Bennett hits Edwards by mistake but Sabin and
Kazarian are pulled to the floor to break up a hot tag
attempt. Some shots to Shelley’'s head seem to wake him up
so Edwards kicks him in the head.

Edwards kicks Bennett by mistake though and now the hot tag
can bring in Kazarian to clean house. Kazarian flips out of
a double belly to back suplex and hands it back to Shelley
to pick up the pace even more. Everything breaks down
(again) and Sabin hits a cutter on Taven. The parade of
dives is on until Sabin gets triple teamed inside.

Kazarian is back in to take Edwards down for two and Sabin
hits a middle rope tornado DDT for two on Taven. A
slingshot cutter hits Taven but Bennett cuts Sabin off. The
Clothesline From Hell, Michigan (clever) hits Bennett but a
low blow lets Edwards grab the Die Hard Driver for the pin
on Sabin at 20:27.

Rating: B. This got the time to go somewhere and it
shouldn’t be a surprise that it worked. Impact has the kind
of roster that allows them to do something like this and it
worked well as a main event. Sometimes you need to just let
wrestlers have the chance to wrestle and the Machine Guns



vs. OGK with the other two involved was always going to go
well. You can mix and match the combinations for one good
pairing after another here and that is a good sign for the
future of this story. Good stuff, as Honor No More gets a
boost on the way to Slammiversary.

Post match Heath runs in with a chair for some revenge but
Kenny King and Vincent come in to build up the numbers
again. Heath’s ankle is Pillmanized over and over to end
the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The main event helped a lot here and we
got a good show as a result. Slammiversary is all but set
and now they have another week to get in the final push.
They still need to make Slammiversary work though and that
is the tricky part. Some good build can help though and
that is what they did here, though next week will matter
more.

Results

Rosemary b. Tenille Dashwood — Rollup

Steve Maclin b. PCO — DDT onto a chair

Joe Doering b. Josh Alexander via DQ when Alexander hit him
with a flag pole

Honor No More b. Kazarian/Motor City Machine Guns — Die
Hard Driver to Sabin

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over
to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vour
wrestling headline needs.
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Dynamite - May 11, 2022:
Except For That One Thing

Dynamite
Date: May 11, 2022

Location: UBS Arena, Belmont Park, New York
Commentators: Excalibur, Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone

We're back on Long Island this week and that means it’s
going to be a bit of a Bizarro World situation. CM Punk 1is
getting to face Long Island’s own John Silver, but the big
story is MJF getting to name the stipulations for his match
against Wardlow with Wardlow’'s freedom on the line. If
nothing else, it should be fun to hear MJF get that kind of
a hero’s welcome. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’'s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Owen Hart Foundation First Round: Adam Cole vs. Dax Harwood

Harwood starts fast with some shots to the face but gets
kneed in the ribs to cut him down. That means Cole can
start to pose a bit as he stomps Harwood down even more.
Harwood gets sent ribs first into the post and it’s time to
go outside. Cole sends him into various other things,
including HARD into the post as we take a break.

Back with Harwood getting sent chest first into the buckle.
Harwood is fine enough to hang in a slugout and grab a
slingshot powerbomb for two of his own. A rollup gives
Harwood two but the kickout sends him into the corner, only
to have him come out with a spinning crossbody out of the
corner. Cole is back with a superkick but Harwood rolls him
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up for two more.

The Panama Sunrise is blocked so Cole goes with a kick to
the face and another Panama Sunrise attempt is countered,
setting up a piledriver for two. With that not working,
Harwood grabs the Sharpshooter but Cole kicks him off and
out to the floor. That’s good for a nine count so Cole
grabs his own Sharpshooter back inside. Harwood tries to
bridge out but finally collapses and taps at 15:34.

Rating: B. I don’t think there was any real doubt about the
winner here and that is not a bad thing. Harwood made Cole
work here but ultimately fell in the end. The last few
months have been a great showcase of FTR and it is great to
see Harwood getting a moment to shine here on his own. Cole
is a much bigger singles star and a real threat to win the
tournament so this was a very nice way to use Harwood, even
if he had no real chance of winning.

Video on Darby Allin vs. Jeff Hardy. They know each other
and Allin has asked Tony Khan to relax the rules so they
can be insane like they want to be.

CM Punk vs. John Silver

Hangman Page is on commentary. Punk, in a New York
Islanders jersey, has his music stopped so the fans can boo
him even more. Feeling out process to start with Silver
running him over with a shoulder. Punk’s hiptoss 1is
countered into a backslide for two but he gets in a shot of
his own and we take a break.

Back with Silver firing off some kicks, including a low
superkick into a brainbuster for two. Silver slips a bit in
the corner but still manages a tornado DDT for another near
fall. A running leg lariat gives Punk a needed breather and
he goes to the apron, but stops to stare at Page. Punk hits
a not very good Buckshot Lariat for the pin at 8:06.

Rating: C+. This was a similar story as the first match and



that is something that works well. Punk vs. Page 1is
starting to feel bigger and while they are going to have
their work cut out for them, it is something they can pull
off. That being said, Punk might need to stick to the GTS
as that lariat wasn’t exactly great to see.

Post match Page storms to the ring and gets in Punk’s face.
Punk talks about how the title is just business to him and
this isn’t personal. Every morning, Punk would wake up and
ask if he was a good guy. Now he is waking up to ask if he
is the champ and yeah he thinks he is. At Double Or
Nothing, Punk is winning the title and Page is going to
shake his hand whether he is conscious or unconscious. Punk
extends his hand but gets flipped off as Page leaves.

Britt Baker doesn’t care about who she is facing in the
Owen Hart Tournament but she knows that Jamie Hayter 1is
going to win. Tonight, the Toni Storm is going to pass. Oh
and Baker is cool with facing Hayter in the semifinals.

Danhausen vs. Tony Nese

Danhausen loads up the curse but Nese sends him into the
corner and hits the Running Nese for the pin at 32 seconds.
It makes sense. There is nothing to suggest Danhausen 1is
anything more than a joke so treat him as such.

Post match Nese hits another running knee and loads up
another but here is Hook for the save. Nese runs off so
Danhausen extends a hand to Hook, who shakes it, much to
Danhausen’s shock.

We get a promo for the next season of Dark Side Of The
Ring, as narrated by Chris Jericho, about an upcoming
episode on MJF vs. Wardlow. Hold on though as Jericho says
he doesn’t want to narrate something from MJF...but then he
finds out how much he is being paid. This turns into a
video about their history, with Taz not wanting to talk
about Wardlow and Barry Horowitz talking about how much of
a jobber Wardlow really is. Awesome, as usual with this



stuff.

It’s time for the contract signing between MJF and Wardlow,
with Wardlow coming to the ring in handcuffs and MJF
sporting an Islanders jersey, allowing him to soak in even
more cheers. MJF goes on about the greatness that is Long
Island and explains the story, even for the fans in the
cheap seats (MJF: “You're poor but you're still
beautiful.”). He also doesn’t want the fans to boo Wardlow
(with some very massive winking going on) and oddly enough,
Wardlow is booed out of the building.

With that out of the way, it’'s time to talk about the
conditions, because it is time for Wardlow to pay for
everything he did to Cody Rhodes. MJF again hints that he’s
leaving in 2024 before saying at Double Or Nothing, he is
going to whip Wardlow not one, two, etc etc, nine or....hey
Shawn Spears, how many times is he going to whip Wardlow?
Anyway, if Wardlow 1is going to get his match, he has to
beat Spears in a cage.

Wardlow REALLY likes that idea, until MJF says he’ll be the
special referee. If Wardlow survives there, he can get his
match at Double Or Nothing, but if he loses there, he can
NEVER sign with AEW. Wardlow tries to sign but can’t with
the handcuffs...so MIJF says take them off. Spears and Mark
Sterling point out that this is a REALLY BAD IDEA but the
cuffs come off anyway.

Wardlow signs but doesn’t want the cuffs put back on.
Security 1is taken out (with MJF hiding behind Spears) and
Spears 1is taken out, leaving Sterling to save MJF from the
Powerbomb Symphony. Then Sterling is put through the table
instead. Commentary says MJF vs. Wardlow is set for Double
Or Nothing, and I think it’s the whipping, the cage match
and MJF vs. Wardlow all at the pay per view. Or maybe not
as it’s kind of unclear. It seems that Wardlow has to get
through the other stages first and then gets MJF, but their



wording could have been a lot better here.
Video on Samoa Joe vs. Jay Lethal/Sonjay Dutt/Satnam Singh.
FTW World Title: Ricky Starks vs. Jungle Boy

Starks is defending. They go a bit technical to start with
neither being able to get anywhere until Jungle Boy blocks
a right hand. Starks gets dropkicked out to the floor and
we take a break. Back with Jungle Boy hitting a rebound
lariat but Starks knocks him back as well. Roshambo is
blocked and Jungle Boy hits a superkick for two.

As JR goes on some weird tangent about Taz having a special
guest at Thanksgiving (apparently he means Danhausen, which
had nothing to do with anything going on at the moment),
Jungle Boy gets the Snare Trap but Starks is in the ropes.
Starks tries to leave but here is Swerve Strickland to cut
him off. That means the referee doesn’t see Jungle Boy roll
Starks up. Once the referee is back though, the Roshambo
can retain the title at 10:01.

Rating: C+. Jungle Boy gets protected in the loss but it's
still weird to see him get pinned. This would seem to set
up something between Strickland/Keith Lee and the Jurassic
Express, even though Team Taz is right there. That's the
calling card of a triple threat and in this case, it makes
enough sense. Starks and Jungle Boy had the perfectly good
match you would expect them to have too so this was
completely watchable.

Post match Christian Cage and Luchasaurus come out to check
on Jungle Boy and don’'t look happy with Swerve. Cue Keith
Lee and it’s a three way staredown, also involving Team
Taz.

Here is the Jericho Appreciation Society for a victory
speech, though commentary isn’t sure what victory they’re
talking about. Matt Menard talks about how excited being on
this team makes him before it’'s off to Jericho, who says he



was glad to get out of this dump. He’s the Wizard and
throws fireballs in people’s faces, including Eddie
Kingston.

Hold on though as Kingston needs to stay home because he
needs to keep his wife happy. If Kingston can’t, call
Jericho and he’ll take care of it. Daniel Garcia talks
about how sports entertainers always beat wrestlers, and
it’s Jon Moxley interrupting. Jericho tells him to go on
another hiatus but here are Bryan Danielson, Wheeler Yuta
and William Regal.

That 1isn’t enough to even things up, so here are
Santana/Ortiz/Eddie Kingston to start the real brawl. House
is cleaned and even Regal gets in a shot on Jericho. The
villains flee, as I wonder when they installed the
invisible wall that is keeping the good guys from going
after Jericho and company. That's quite the one sided match
on paper, but I'll take this over the BCC crushing more and
more jobbers.

Video on Thunder Rosa vs. Serena Deeb.

Owen Hart Foundation Tournament First Round: Toni Storm vs.
Jamie Hayter

They go to the mat to start and neither can get very far.
Back up and Hayter wins a power off and sends Storm outside
as we take an early break. We come back with Storm getting
two off a high crossbody but getting caught in a Rock
Bottom backbreaker (with Hayter just barely getting the
knee in). The ripcord lariat is countered into a German
suplex though and Storm gets a breather as Hayter rolls to
the apron. They slug it out until Hayter grabs a superplex,
only to get small packaged for two. Hayter rolls through a
backslide but Storm is right there with Storm Zero to
advance at 8:32.

Rating: C+. They kept this one moving and had a physical
fight to get there. I like that Storm is getting rehabbed a



bit as she came in and then cooled off rather quickly, but
at least they’re doing a little something with her here.
I'm not sure if she is getting past Britt Baker, but one
win on TV 1is better than another loss.

Video on Kazarian vs. Scorpio Sky.

Sammy Guevara and Tay Conti warn Kazarian about Scorpio Sky
but he doesn’t want to hear it. Guevara: “SCU later.”
Kazarian: “Your vlog sucks.”

Here is what is coming up on various shows. They do clarify
that Wardlow will get his ten lashes next week.

Owen Hart Foundation First Round: Darby Allin vs. Jeff
Hardy

Anything goes and Sting/Matt Hardy are the seconds. Allin
starts at the bell and dropkicks Hardy to the floor. A
bunch of chairs are set up next to each other (eight, set
up four by two) but Jeff sends him face first into the
steps. Hardy hammers away and turns the steps on their side
but the Twist of Fate is blocked. Instead, Hardy pulls out
a ladder (as we’'re less than three minutes into the match)
and we take a break.

Back with Allin on top of the big ladder in the ring and,
after doing Jeff’s pose, flip dives onto Hardy onto the
eight chairs. With that horrifically stupid idea out of the
way (and Allin thankfully still moving), Allin misses a
Coffin Drop onto the apron, allowing Hardy to put him on
the steps for the Twist of Fate. The Swanton only hits
steps though and Allin takes him back in for the Coffin
Drop...so Hardy rolls him up for the pin at 10:16.

Rating: D. I know that’s not going to go over well but I
got angrier and angrier throughout this...well it wasn’t
wrestling so I'm not sure what to call it. Within three
minutes, they had eight chairs, the ring steps and a ladder
in play. After a break they did a crazy spot, then they did



a crazy spot, then Allin hit his finisher but Jeff pinned
him anyway. As in Jeff hardy, who can barely move, pinned
Darby Allin, who (assuming he isn’t in a wheelchair because
no one with any authority will tell him to stop doing those
dangerous spots) could be a top star around here. If you
liked it then that’s cool, but this was absolutely not for
me in any way.

Post match the Undisputed Elite comes out to stare down the
Hardys to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. This was a MUCH better show than last
week so I think we can write that off as the kind of bad
night that happens to everyone. Main event aside (and I'm
likely to be pretty alone on that one), this was an
entertaining show but more importantly, it moved things
forward towards Double Or Nothing. A lot of the card is
either already set or is pretty clear, so now they can
spend the next few weeks hammering things down. That is the
important part of this week, but they also had some good
action throughout. Nice stuff this week, which tends to be
the case around here.

Results

Adam Cole b. Dax Harwood — Sharpshooter
CM Punk b. John Silver — Buckshot lariat
Tony Nese b. Danhausen — Running Nese
Ricky Starks b. Jungle Boy — Roshambo
Toni Storm b. Jamie Hayter — Storm Zero
Jeff Hardy b. Darby Allin — Crucifix

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over
to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vour
wrestling headline needs.

Rampage — May 6, 2022: Back
On Track

Rampage
Date: May 6, 2022

Location: Chesapeake Employers Insurance Arena, Baltimore,
Maryland
Commentators: Chris Jericho, Excalibur, Ricky Starks, Taz

We are on the way to Double Or Nothing and that means it 1is
time to start hammering things down. Therefore, it means we
are still wrapping up the qualifying matches for the Owen
Hart Foundation tournaments, as they have now entered their
third month. Maybe this show can be better than Dynamite
though so let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if yvou need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Britt Baker/Jamie Hayter vs. Toni Storm/Ruby Soho

Rebel is here too. Storm runs Hayter over to start and
drives her into the corner to take over. Baker comes in and
gets taken down by Soho, who ducks a superkick and rolls
her up for two. The villains take over though and we take
an early break. Back with Storm fighting her way out of the
corner and the double tag brings in Ruby to elbow Baker
down.
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Everything breaks down and Baker’s Pittsburgh Sunrise is
broken up but Baker counters Storm Zero into an Air Raid
Crash. Back up and Rebel offers a distraction so Baker can
suplex Storm down into a Stomp for two as Soho makes the
save. Baker superkicks Soho but Storm grabs a rollup for
the pin on Baker at 8:28.

Rating: C. It says something about the tournament
qualifying matches have been going on for so long that a
feud has been put together between the qualifiers and a
match has taken place while the qualifying matches still
aren’t done yet. Storm gaining some momentum is a good
thing, though I'm not sure I would bet on her in the
tournament. Then again, it is the kind of place that could
help build her up.

Eddie Kingston calls in to talk to Chris Jericho on
commentary. Kingston talks about how he has been with his
wife for twenty years and she has seen him banged up but
always puts him back together. Then she saw how he looked
after the fireball from Jericho and she couldn’t stop
crying. This 1is no longer about pro wrestling because
Jericho has made Kingston’s wife cry. Kingston is going to
hurt him and then hangs up. As usual, Kingston was bringing
the serious fire here. Now HAVE THE MATCH ALREADY.

Tony Nese and Mark Sterling want a match with Danhausen
next week in Nese'’s hometown of Long Island.

Hook vs. JD Drake

Drake hits a chop so Hook tells him to do it again, only to
have Hook duck his head and headbutt the chop (even Jericho
has never seen that before). Hook grabs a suplex bit a
second attempt is countered into a front facelock. That's
fine with Hook, who flips over and grabs Redrum for the tap
at 1:22.

Post match Danhausen comes out and asks Hook to be in his
corner for his match against Tony Nese next week. Hook



shoves him down and Danhausen leaves, though he drops a
present for Hook (as it’s his birthday): a BAG OF CHIPS!
Hook stops to think about it before leaving (without the
chips). So yes, Danhausen is all that and a bag of chips.

Dax Harwood is ready for Adam Cole in the Owen Hart
tournament.

Owen Hart Foundation Qualifying Match: Yuka Sakazaki vs.
Riho

Sakazaki is making her return and Justin Roberts says her
name three times in a row. They start fast by rolling
around for an exchange of grappling before Riho kicks her
in the face. A running kick in the corner drops Sakazaki
again, setting up a high crossbody for two. Back up and
Sakazaki sends her outside for a dive off the apron and we
take a break.

We come back with Sakazaki hitting a northern lights bomb
for two but Riho misses a running knee in the corner. An
exchange of rollups get two each and they head up top,
where Sakazaki hits a super Downward Spiral for two. Back
up and they forearm it out until Riho rolls her forward
into a cradle for the pin at 9:20.

Rating: B-. It’s nice to have Riho back and it makes sense
to put her into the tournament as she is going to be seen
as at least a good opponent for someone in the first round,
if not a threat to win the whole thing. She and Sakazaki
worked well together here and had a good match, though
Sakazaki wasn’t going to win after being away for so long.
Sometimes it’s ok to have a good match with an obvious
winner and that is what they did here.

Here are the women’s tournament brackets:

Toni Storm
Jamie Hayter

Britt Baker



JOKER
Riho
Ruby Soho

Red Velvet
Hikaru Shida

Shawn Spears talks about how Wardlow is a giant who has
taken out giants put in front of him. Spears is ready for
him though and has a GIANT KILLER chair.

Here are Dan Lambert and the Men of the Year, with the
hometown boy Lambert talking about how this city has been
destroyed. From now on, he tells people that he is from
Miami. Ethan Page goes on a rant about the upcoming mixed
tag and doesn’t think much of Sammy Guevara and Tay Conti’s
public displays of affection. Since Guevara doesn’t Kkeep
his word, neither will he, because the mixed tag is OFF!

Cue Kazarian to say Lambert and Page are annoying but he
has always believed in Scorpio Sky. He has always been
Sky’'s biggest supporter but now he’s the biggest threat.
Kazarian wants his TNT Title shot, though it’s Page yelling
at Kazarian instead. Sky promises to be a fight champion
and the days of this title getting passed around like Conti
backstage are over. That means the Interim TNT Title needs
to go back into the American Top Team trophy case where it
belongs. As for the real title, it’s on the line against
Kazarian next week. Works for Kazarian.

Jungle Boy comes out and gets in a fight with Ricky Starks
before their FTW Title match on Dynamite.

Konosuke Takeshita is ready for Jay Lethal and company.
Lethal and company yell at him but they’re also ready for
Samoa Joe.

Here’s what's coming on upcoming shows.

Konosuke Takeshita vs. Jay Lethal

Sonjay Dutt and Satnam Singh are here with Lethal.



Takeshita takes Lethal down to start but Lethal gets in his
own shot and teases the strut. That's fine with Takeshita
who hits his own shot and gets in the strut (with WO0O0).
Lethal is sent outside and it’s a slingshot dive to drop
Lethal again. A Singh staredown cuts Takeshita off though
and we take a break.

Back with both of them on top and Takeshita hitting a big
clothesline to bring both of them back down (that looked
cool). Lethal is fine enough to pull him into a Figure Four
but Takeshita is right next to the rope. Takeshita hits his
jumping knee but Dutt offers a distraction to prevent the
cover. A kick to the knee slows Takeshita down though and
the Lethal Injection gives Lethal the pin at 9:35.

Rating: B-. I haven’t seen much of Takeshita before but he
has a good look and enough charisma to make me want to see
more of him. The match itself worked out as you had someone
like Lethal, who is virtually impervious to a bad match.
The distraction finish protects Takeshita a bit as well so
it was pretty well put together.

Post match the big beatdown is on but the Best Friends come
out for the save. Samoa Joe with his pipe comes out for the
staredown but security keeps him from the ring to end the
show.

Overall Rating: B. Now that’s more like it, as this felt
like an AEW quality show. That's what AEW needed after a
pretty lame Dynamite so well done on righting the ship
after Wednesday. The tournaments are still dominating the
shows but at least we’re rounding the final turn with them.
Now get some other stuff going for Double Or Nothing and we
should be fine.

Results

Toni Storm/Ruby Soho b. Britt Baker/Jamie Hayter — Rollup
to Baker

Hook b. JD Drake — Redrum



Riho b. Yuka Sakazaki — Rollup
Jay Lethal b. Konosuke Takeshita — Lethal Injection

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over
to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Dynamite - June 30, 2021:
There Is Nothing Like
Seeing WWE Dynamite Live!

Dynamite
Date: June 30, 2021

Location: Daily’s Place, Jacksonville, Florida
Commentators: Excalibur, Chris Jericho, Tony Schiavone, Jim
Ross

We’'re finally back to the normal schedule and that is a
very good thing. It’s the final night in Daily’s Place as
the show is heading back on the road starting next week.
The big match this week is Sammy Guevara vs. MJF, which
should make for a heck of a grudge match. Throw in the
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Young Bucks vs. Penta El Zero Miedo/Eddie Kingston and we
should be good to go. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’'s results if you need a recap.

Chris Jericho is here for commentary.

Young Bucks vs. Penta El Zero Miedo/Eddie Kingston

Non-title but if Penta/Kingston win, they get a title shot
later. The Bucks debut their latest horrible look with some
rather thin facial hair. Matt gets taken down for an early
rollup to start and Kingston holds the legs for Penta’s top
rope double stomp. It’'s off to Nick to take Penta down
though and the double fist drop sets up some pelvic
thrusting. Penta gets sent outside where he grabs a tilt-a-
whirl backbreaker on Matt.

Back in and a high crossbody hits Nick, allowing the hot
tag off to Kingston to start the house cleaning. Kingston
is taken outside though and a knockdown sets up the apron
moonsault/splash combination. Back in and Matt grabs a
chinlock, but Kingston fights up again. That earns him a
running knee to the face but More Bang For Your Buck is
broken up. A superplex plants Nick though and the hot tag
brings in Penta to start striking away. Everything breaks
down and a corkscrew Code Red gets three but the referee
calls it two anyway, earning a VERY unimpressed chant from
the crowd.

A Backstabber gets a slightly farther apart two but Nick
grabs the referee and kicks Penta low. The spike Fear
Factor gets two on Penta with Kingston diving in for a
save. Cue the Good Brothers (JR: “Where the h*** do they
work anyway?”) but Kingston starts the comeback. That earns
him a series of superkicks and it’s back to Penta, who gets
backdropped to the floor. Brandon Cutler spray Nick in the
face with the cold spray, so here is Kazarian to take him
out. Penta hits the big flip dive onto everyone and the
Fear Factor into the spinning backfist finally puts Matt
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away at 13:50.

Rating: B-. It took a lot but it was nice to see the Bucks
lose for a change. You can only be so unbeatable for so
long before it stops having any impact so it making them
seem a little vulnerable is a good idea. I'm not sure I buy
Penta and Kingston’s chances of winning the titles, but it
gave them a bit of an opening and that is a good thing.

Here’'s what's coming tonight.

Christian Cage gives Jungle Boy another pep talk, saying
he’ll be World Champion one day. Tonight is important too
though, as Boy can be the first AEW wrestler to fifty wins.
The rest of Jurassic Express comes in with Luchasaurus
thanking Christian for having Boy’'s back on Saturday.
Christian happens to be related to a dinosaur and
Luchasaurus is interested.

Here are the Men Of The Year for a chat about Ethan Page’s
match against Darby Allin. Page is sick of trying to get
rid of Darby Allin so it is time to try and exterminate
him. After everything he has put Allin through, both here
and on the independent circuit, Page needs to do more.
Every time Allin tries the Coffin Drop, it’s going to get
even worse...and here is Sting, pulling a coffin. Allin is
inside of course and house is cleaned in a hurry. Page and
Scorpio Sky bail out, with Page saying the coffin match is
off for next week. If Allin will agree to not touch him
until the match, MAYBE they can do this at Fyter Fest.

Jungle Boy vs. Jack Evans

They go technical to start with neither being able to get
very far. An early Snare Trap attempt sends Evans bailing
to the ropes, setting up a kick to the ribs. A very
springboard wristdrag sends Evans down and a dropkick does
the same. We take a break and come back with Boy
dropkicking the knee out and hitting a hard clothesline.
Evans catches him up top but a German superplex is escaped.



Boy catches him in the Tree of Woe for a quick shot and the
Snare Trap makes Evans tap at 6:06.

Rating: C. Boy has one of the best attributes you can have
as a wrestler: likability. There is something about him
that makes you want to see him win and that is going to
take him a very long way. The fact that he can wrestle a
good match with just about anyone is going to make it even
better, and it has been working so far.

Post match here is the Hardy Family Office for the brawl,
but Christian and the rest of Jurassic Express comes in for
the big brawl. Christian chokes Hardy with the suit jacket
until Evans makes the save, allowing Hardy to escape.

MJF talks about how he infiltrated the Inner Circle and
started his own stable with the Pinnacle. It amazes him to
see how Chris Jericho has turned into a version of the
Looney Tunes and we hear about some things Jericho has
done. MJF is feeling generous though and is willing to give
Jericho some stipulations to get one more match. If Jericho
can meet those, which he won’t, he has to leave MJF alone
once MJF beats him again. That'’s for next week though,
because tonight Sammy Guevara has to learn that while he’s
the future, MJF is the now. MJF was all fired up here,
which is where he does his best.

Andrade El Idolo, in English and Spanish, with subtitles,
wants to face Matt Sydal (“Matt Something”) at Road Rager
in Miami.

Tony Schiavone brings out Kenny Omega, also with some
questionable facial hair, for a chat. Omega talks about how
earlier today, Tony asked him how he stayed motivated to
find that next gear. Tony: “I didn’t ask you anything
today.” Omega lists off everyone that he has beaten (or at
least their accolades) before saying there is no one left
in the rankings to face. That means he is going to take
some time off from around here so he’ll be defending his



other titles at the moment.

Cue the Dark Order with Evil Uno saying there are some
challenges left. Omega laughs that off (fair) as the fans
chant for some COWBQOY S***, Uno admits that they don’t have
the singles wins to make that work, but they know someone
who does. Omega knows who they mean but doesn’t think he
has the guys. This is where Omega bids them goodbye and
goodnight and that'’s that. They had me a bit scared with
the Dark Order tease so the ending helped.

Brian Pillman Jr. didn’t like Miro putting his hands on
Griff Garrison, who is like a brother to him. This isn’t
just about the TNT Title, because this is personal.

TNT Title: Miro vs. Brian Pillman Jr.

Miro is defending and throws him into the corner to start.
There’s an Irish whip into the corner and Miro starts
hammering on the back. Miro slams him down again and we
take an early break. Back again with Pillman making a
comeback and sending Miro into the barricade. Air Pillman
connects for two and Pillman hits a few superkicks but Miro
hits his own. Game Over knocks Pillman out at 8:40.

Rating: C+. The 180 that Miro has done is outstanding as he
is now one of the best things going in AEW. He is a serious
monster at this point who is running through everyone in
front of him. On top of that, his God’'s champion deal is
excellent and it is fun to watch him every time he is on
screen. On top of that too, you have him wrecking people in
the ring to make it even better.

Hangman Page is ticked off as the Dark Order for bringing
him up to Kenny Omega. They don’t think he’'s scared of
Omega but they think he might be scared of failure. They're
here for him...and then leave him alone. Page doesn’t seem
sure about this being his time.

Taz talks about how Team Taz is not at full strength, but



sometimes family has to fight to clean things up. That'’s
why on July 14, Brian Cage is defending the FTW Title
against a medically cleared Ricky Starks.

Rebel/Britt Baker vs. Nyla Rose/Vickie Guerrero

Baker jumps Vickie to start so Rebel can fail at a choke on
Rose. A splash crushes Rebel and now it'’s off to Vickie,
meaning the Eddie Dance is back. We take a break and come
back with Baker coming in for a Sling Blade on Rose. That
earns her a failed Beast Bomb attempt and a low superkick
staggers Rose. The glove is loaded up but Rose is back with
a chokeslam. The splash in the ropes gets two but Baker
pulls Vickie comes in, only to get pulled out of the
corner. Lockjaw finishes Vickie at 6:55.

Rating: D+. So what was the plan here? Vickie asked for
this match and then didn’t do anything out of the ordinary
here, making it little more than a handicap match. That’s a
weird way to go, unless the plan was just to be a
distraction so Rose could do her thing. It really didn’t
work and doesn’t exactly make Vickie look that smart.

Post match Rose lays Baker out again and it’s a powerbomb
off the apron and through a table at ringside. Rebel seems
to have been hurt, as she disappeared about halfway through
the match and never came back.

The Inner Circle is ready for their six man tag against the
Pinnacle next week because it’s time for some revenge.
They’ll have their dogs around to deal with Tully Blanchard
too.

Maxwell Jacob Friedman vs. Sammy Guevara

MJF bails to the floor to start before coming back in to
run the ropes..into a strut. Guevara is back with a weak
strut but misses a dropkick. Sammy runs him over but the
GTH is countered into a pinfall reversal sequence with both
guys nipping up. A rake to the eyes doesn’t cause Sammy



many problems as he sends MJF into the buckle. It’s too
early for the 630 so MJF bails outside, only to get caught
with a double springboard cutter for two back inside.

They head outside again with Guevara being sent into the
barricade as we take a break. Back with MJF tying him in
the ring skirt for some forearms but Guevara grabs a
backdrop. A springboard is countered into a sitout
powerbomb to give MJF two but a Spanish Fly gives Guevara
two. Guevara sends him to the floor for a big running
corkscrew dive, followed by a springboard Canadian
Destroyer for two more.

MJF is back with a shot of his own and grabs a chair, which
is dropkicked into his face. That sends MJF over the
barricade and Sammy busts out a CRAZY dive from the top to
take MJF out again (that was amazing). Back in and Sammy
goes up but MIJF crotches him down. MJF hits a super
Tombstone and that gets two, while also banging up MJF’s
knee.

Another pinfall reversal sequence gets two each until Sammy
hits the GTH for two, as MJF’s foot is in the rope. The 630
connects for two more and here is Shawn Spears. Chris
Jericho gets up from commentary to cut him off but Wardlow
jumps Jericho from behind and throws him off a not very
tall platform. Spears gets in the chair to Guevara to give
MJF the pin at 20:07.

Rating: B. This was a crazy match with some amazing
athleticism and way too much going on to bog it down. There
was too much interference, far too many people involved and
at least two spots that either should have finished the
match or not been included. The result was fine as MJF is
gearing up for the mega showdown with Jericho, but there
was too much here and it brought it down from great to
good.

We get a rather nice highlight package on the time in



Jacksonville with a song talking about thanking everyone
for being there. That's pretty cool of AEW after almost a
year and a half. JR: “There is nothing like seeing WWE
Dynamite live!” End of show. I know it’s just a slip of the
tongue, but that has happened, way, way too often for JR
and they need to do something about it.

Overall Rating: B+. Now this was more like the old school
Dynamite which worked out rather well. They had good action
up and down the card while also setting up some things for
the future. It was energized, had the right flow and did
everything they needed to do. I had a good time watching
this and it flew by with a heck of a pair of bookend
matches. Awesome show here and their best in a long time.

Results

Penta El Zero Miedo/Eddie Kingston b. Young Bucks -
Spinning backfist to Matt

Jungle Boy b. Jack Evans — Snare Trap

Miro b. Brian Pillman Jr. — Game Over

Rebel/Britt Baker b. Vickie Guerrero/Nyla Rose — Lockjaw to
Guerrero

Maxwell Jacob Friedman b. Sammy Guevara — Chair shot

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over
to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Ring of Honor TV — October
4, 2017: Bad Business As
Usual

Ring of Honor

Date: October 4, 2017

Location: Center Stage, Atlanta, Georgia
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, BJ Whitmer

It’s World Title week here as Frankie Kazarian is getting a shot at
Cody after winning last week’s Honor Rumble. That’s quite the
turnaround but you can’t expect them to give him the shot on a pay
per view as a spot like that is reserved for people from real
promotions like New Japan. Let’'s get to it.

We recap last week’s Honor Rumble with the Addiction cheating to
give Kazarian the win.

War Machine vs. Coast to Coast vs. Tempura Boyz

One fall to a finish and War Machine’s IWGP Tag Team Titles aren’t
on the line. There are no tags either so this is going to be a heck
of a mess. War Machine cleans house to start and Rowe throws both
Boyz at the same time just because he can. Hanson throws Rowe at LSG
and it’s pure dominance to start.

Coast to Coast gets their faces punched in on the floor but the Boyz
are up with double dives to the floor as we take a break. Back with
War Machine down for a bit, only to come back in with Rowe slamming
Sho onto Yo. The monsters are sent outside though and it’s Yo
hitting a cutter on LSG. Rowe is back in though and a knee to the
head sends Yo outside. Most of the participants wind up on the floor
so LSG hits a flip dive, only to have Hanson hit a flip dive onto
EVERYONE, leaving Sho to take a clothesline/German suplex
combination.

Ali dives in for the save and it’s Yo getting put into the Tree of
Woe but War Machine breaks up the Coast to Coast. The Boyz grab a
spike piledriver for two on Rowe, who pops up and powerbombs both
Boyz at the same time. A pop up powerslam plants Yo and a series of
backbreakers sets up a top rope splash from Hanson for the pin at
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11:24.

Rating: B. Everyone was working here and my general indifference to
the Boyz was made up for by the awesomeness that is War Machine.
They’re just big monsters who can do cool moves and that’s really
all you need most of the time. Really solid match here as Coast to
Coast continues to impress as well.

Post match, War Machine complains about Ring of Honor treating them
badly and not giving them a title shot in over a year. They were
supposed to have a shot at the Young Bucks but another team was
added to the match to keep War Machine from getting a fair shot.
They’'re tired of playing nice and you won’t like this version. This
didn’t sound like a heel turn but more like them just being
aggressive.

Video on Flip Gordon.

Corey Hollis vs. Flip Gordon

Flip, uh, flips out of a wristlock to start and nips up off a
shoulder block. The handstand walk gets Flip out of trouble and a
dive to the floor takes Hollis out. A flip dive misses though and
Gordon gets dropped ribs first onto the top. Back from a break with
Hollis working on an armbar. Gordon fights up and hits a flip Sling
Blade followed by a running shooting star press for two more. Hollis
catches him in the corner again but Flip is right back up with a
springboard kick to the face. A springboard 450 (with the knees
landing on Hollis’ chest) gives Flip the pin at 9:30.

Rating: D. Gordon is a one note character and there’s really nothing
wrong with that. He'’s not hiding what he’s doing out there and
that’s kind of refreshing. Unfortunately he’s also really sloppy
with that ending looking terrible. Reign him in a bit and have him
do things a bit more slowly and accurately instead of throwing in
everything he can and he’ll look a lot better in a hurry.

Kazarian says he wants to win the title to tick off the fans and
ROH.

Long video recapping the Women of Honor. I'm going to put this as
politely as I can: no one cares. Like really, no one cares. There
are great women’s divisions around the world but Ring of Honor’s is
just not on that list. It never gets any kind of attention and the
handful of specials they’ve had aren’t enough to make me care about



a four or five woman division. If ROH cared about them like they
said they did, these people would be on the regular shows and not
stuck on YouTube.

Kelly Klein says she’s ready to beat anyone put in front of her.

ROH World Title: Frankie Kazarian vs. Cody

Cody is defending and wins the early feeling out process. A release
gordbuster drops Kazarian and it'’s back to the standoff. Cody trips
him down again and we hit the Figure Four but Kazarian is right next
to the ropes. They'’re certainly not wasting time early on. A dragon
screw legwhip over the middle rope looks to set up a dive to the
floor but Kazarian is back up with a slingshot hurricanrana.

Back in and Cody gets backdropped to the apron, setting up a kick to
the head to drop him again. Kazarian scores with a spinning
springboard Fameasser and we take a break. Back with Cody
armdragging him off the top for a heck of a crash to put both guys
down. The Beautiful Disaster connects but Kazarian grabs the
slingshot cutter for another near fall. Cody is right back with a
snap powerslam (well to be fair Goldust and Randy Orton both use it)
and a YES Lock of all things. I'm not sold on Bryan coming back to
ROH but they’re teasing the heck out of it.

Cue Daniels for a distraction but Marty Scurll comes out to even
things up. Not that it matters as Scurll gets posted, allowing
Kazarian to miss a belt shot. Now it’s a ref bump because ROH loves
to overbook. Daniels gets in the belt shot to set up the Unprettier
for a VERY close two.

Marty is back up to shove Kazarian off the top though and Daniels is
thrown inside. Somehow the now conscious referee doesn’t think any
of this is a DQ, including Daniels taking Cody down. Scurll
superkicks Daniels to take him out, leaving Cody to grab Cross
Rhodes to retain at 11:43.

Rating: C-. This match wasn’t even twelve minutes and had two people
interfering, a belt shot and a ref bump. There’s no reason
whatsoever that a match should do so much nonsense, nor should it
need to. They were having a perfectly good match until the
screwiness started up and then it was a completely different
everything. If you just have to do something like that, do ONE THING
and nothing more. Why is that so hard to understand?



Overall Rating: C. I've seen worse shows but it felt like they were
cramming in as much stuff as they could into a single show. I
believe this is the last episode of the taping cycle, meaning
there’s almost no way of knowing what we’ll be seeing next week.
Maybe we can even talk about the pay per view for a change. It would
be nice to actually be caught up for once.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Updated History of the Intercontinental Title in E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/10/02/new-paperback-kbs -
history-of-the-intercontinental-title-updated-version/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Ring of Honor TV Results -
August 9, 2017: Out of Way
Too Many, One

Ring of Honor
Date: August 9, 2017
Location: Lowell Memorial Auditorium, Lowell, Massachusetts

Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Rico De La Vega

It’s a big night for Ring of Honor as we have the World Title being
defended as Cody faces former champion Christopher Daniels in a 2/3
falls match. This is a rematch from Daniels losing the title to Cody
back at Best in the World where we got a rare double turn to make
Cody one of the top faces in the company. Let’s get to it.
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Opening sequence.

We open with a look at Cody winning the title and deciding that he
deserves it. He’'s still not signed to a Ring of Honor contract and
is supposed to be an outsider despite not having a contract not

really changing anything.

Daniels, in the same promo we’ve seen three times now, says one loss
doesn’t define him.

Cody thinks Daniels’ rise to the top is amazing and Daniels is a
classy professional wrestler but he doesn’t understand that Cody
isn’t giving up this soon. He even takes credit for the higher
buyrate when he’s in the title match, which isn’t quite the line you
expect to hear but it fits for him. Cody is tired of all the
mediocrity because he’s ready to be magnificent. Yes but is he
DASHING?

Here are Daniels and Kazarian to the ring, albeit from a few weeks
ago. This footage was barred from airing on ROH TV but it’'s making
its debut here. Kazarian rips into the fans for booing Daniels,
including a row of fat guys in Bullet Club shirts flipping him off.
Those fans are the same “stupid marks” that congratulated Daniels
when he won the title. It’'s the same out with the old, in with the
new mentality that makes Kazarian sick.

Daniels, sitting on the top turnbuckle, talks about hearing dueling
“DANIELS SUCKS/CODY chants”, which he finds interesting because no
one cared about Cody when he was Stardust. He brings up Cody being a
free agent but no one talked about him signing a two year contract.
Daniels calls the fans a bunch of something censored, and then
promises to win the title and get released. That way he can defend
it around the world, except for here in Ring of Honor. From now on,
it’s all about Daniels and Kazarian. Good heel promos, though I have
no idea why we had to wait three weeks to see them.

Silas Young and Beer City Bruiser are here for their weekly Jay
Lethal update. It's now been 43 days since he’'s been injured and
Lethal isn’t coming back anytime soon. Silas remembers Lethal

begging him not to do it but the Bruiser came up with the idea of



splashing Jay through a table. There go the lights though and here

comes Lethal. House is quickly cleaned with a chair and Young takes
Lethal Injection. Lethal grabs the sign and writes a ZERO on it for
the big visual.

ROH World Title: Christopher Daniels vs. Cody

Cody is defending and this is 2/3 falls. Daniels hits the floor
immediately so Cody does some push ups. No contact in the first
minute. They finally lock up with Cody grabbing a quick rollup for
an early two. A headlock doesn’t do much as they’re firmly in first
gear. Cody shrugs off a slam and hits a gordbuster, followed by some
trash talk. Daniels bails to the floor for an argument with a fan

and we take a break.

Back with Daniels jumping over Cody in the corner and taking him
outside for a hard whip into the barricade. Cue the trainer to pop
Cody’s shoulder back into joint, allowing him to hit a dropkick.
Daniels breaks up a springboard though and Cody bangs his ribs on
the apron. Back from a second break with Daniels still on the arm
but stopping to yell at a fan. Not bright dude. Daniels heads up top
so Cody runs the corner for a super armdrag and a powerslam gets

two.

A quick Figure Four eventually sends Daniels over to the ropes so
Cody tries a Rainmaker of all things. Daniels kicks him into the
referee though and they trade low blows. Kazarian runs out but Marty
Scurll chases him off. Cody grabs a rollup for the first fall at

17:48 but Daniels chairs him down before the second fall beings.

We take a third break and come back again with Cody still on the
floor. It’'s only a nineteen count though and Daniels is getting
frustrated. The trash talk goes on a bit too long though and Cody
grabs a Flatliner for a breather. Cody wins a slugout and hits the
Bionic Elbow but Cross Rhodes is countered. Daniels hits Cross
Rhodes of his own for two but Angel’s Wings are countered. The
second attempt works just fine...for two. The BME misses as well and
Cody flips over him in the corner, setting up Cross Rhodes to retain
at 25:43.



Rating: B. Not a great match but it puts Cody over very strong with
a straight falls win to vanquish Daniels once and for all. This
didn’t need to be some kind of a classic as long as Cody won and
having it be clean in both falls helps so much more. Now Cody needs
a new monster villain to come after the title and hopefully that'’s
not too hard to find.

Overall Rating: B+. Take a good main event and throw in a solid Jay
Lethal segment and the whole show is quite the sit. It’s time to
build towards Death Before Dishonor and I have no idea what to
expect for Cody going forward. You can figure out a lot of the card
but I really don’'t know what to expect in the World Title scene,
which is a good thing in a way. Really good show this week, though
that’s likely more to do with them only focusing on one story in an
hour.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperbac
k-kbs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Ring of Honor TV - May 31,
2017: Timing 1s Everything

Ring of Honor
Date: May 31, 2017
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Location: 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Colt Cabana

We’'re back to the regular shows this week after a quick trip to
Japan (and back in time about three months). That means it’s time to
deal with the War of the Worlds fallout along with starting the
build towards Best in the World on June 23. Christopher Daniels is
still World Champion but it’s hard to say who challenges him next.
Let’s get to it.

We look back at War of the Worlds where Adam Cole seemingly finished
up with the promotion with a Bullet Club sendoff. Bullet Club leader
Kenny Omega came on screen and said this was the end of Cole’s fairy
tale because there was a new member of the team. This brought out
Marty Scurll for the big beatdown to a very strong reaction.

Opening sequence.

Here’'s Bullet Club to open things up. The Young Bucks brag about
what happened and say no one saw that coming, unless you watch their
YouTube series. They bring out Scurll to talk about how it’s time
for a new era in the Bullet Club because they needed some villany.
Instead of a Superkick Party, let’s have a tea party. Scurll: “Bring
out the crumpets!”

Actually it’s Adam Cole to a huge reaction. Cole thinks we should

have story time instead of a tea party. He lists off his resume and
talks about what a mistake it was for Bullet Club to make an enemy.
Hangman Page says he’s going to run Cole out of this company and a

match is made for some point.

Clip of David Starr laying out Josh Woods. Who is Starr you ask? Eh
not important as you’re just supposed to know that coming in.

David Starr vs. Josh Woods

Despite being the heel, Starr is the hometown boy and has a bunch of
monikers, including “Your Favorite Wrestler’s Favorite Wrestler.”
Woods takes him into the corner and strikes away, earning quite a
few boos. A springboard clothesline sends Woods outside but he grabs

a fall away slam on the floor.



They head back in with Starr grabbing a DDT on the apron, followed
by a hard clothesline. Starr’s superkick gets two but Woods reverses
into a LeBell Lock. Back up and they slug it out with Starr kneeing
him in the face but getting pulled down into a heel hook. Woods
takes him into the corner and grabs a kneebar for the tap at 4:35.

Rating: C. As I've asked every time he’s been mentioned: WHO IS
DAVID STARR??? I've seen him twice now and still have no idea who he
is, why he attacked Woods or anything else, other than he’'s from
Philadelphia. Maybe this was explained elsewhere but would it be

asking too much to have the announcers tell us about that?
Video on Punishment Martinez.
Cole vs. Page next week.

Here are Silas Young and Beer City Bruiser for a chat. Young is
coming off a victory over Jay Lethal (not mentioned until now) who
he also attacked backstage after the loss. We saw the attack but not
the win, which is why this company is so hard to follow at times.
Young brags about his victory over Lethal and says he has Jay’s
number. Cue Lethal to say let’s fight so Silas bails, setting up
this.

Beer City Bruiser vs. Jay Lethal

Bruiser punches away in the corner to start as Young is on
commentary. Lethal dropkicks him outside and chops Bruiser up
against the barricade for a running Cannonball. Back from a break
with Bruiser hitting a running right hand in the corner as the fans
think Bruiser still sucks. It’s off to some shots to Lethal’s knee
but Jay is quickly out and kicking Bruiser in the face. Lethal can’t
hit the top rope elbow but can hit a dive to the floor, only to have
Young start a brawl for the DQ at 10:13.

Rating: D+. I'm still not buying into the idea of Young as a star as
they’ve teased pushing him multiple times not but haven’t gone
anywhere. Having him beat Lethal is fine but is there a reason that
we only saw/heard about his win now, after they did the angle with

the knee injury. The match was just a way to set up a rematch and



that’s fine.
Bobby Fish comes out to save Lethal.

We look back at the end of the War of the Worlds Main event with
Daniels pinning Cody, who had Lethal in a Figure Four.

Cody vs. Frankie Kazarian

Before the match, Cody says he wants a rematch with Daniels because,
as Cabana said on the pay per view’s commentary, the Figure Four
should have had Lethal pinned. Kazarian goes right after him to
start and we head outside for a Frankie dive. A swinging neckbreaker
takes us to a break but we come back with Kazarian in trouble on the
floor.

Cody gets two off a delayed gordbuster and an Alabama Slam as the
fans are split on their favorite. A butterfly arm crank keeps
Kazarian down for a bit before it’s time to stomp on the ankle. The
Beautiful Disaster sends Kazarian outside, only to have him catch
Cody with a crossbody as we take a second break.

Back again with Cody’s kick to the ribs and another Beautiful
Disaster for two. Kazarian grabs an Unprettier for two, followed by
a cutter for the same. Not that it matters as Kazarian kicks him in
the face and tries a neckbreaker but gets caught in Cross Rhodes for
the pin at 17:35.

Rating: C+. This was an easy way to keep Cody looking strong before
what is likely a one on one rematch for the title against Daniels at
Best in the World. Beating the best friend is a classic idea, even

if it's basically the same story they did in the previous match. You

can’'t expect them to come up with another idea so soon though.

Hangman Page comes in to beat on Kazarian but Daniels runs in for

the save to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. I think I could go for more of this building to
the pay per view several weeks in advance. I've never understood how
their taping schedule works but at this rate they’ll have three
weeks to build to a pay per view, which actually feels like

something that could work for a change. Good show this week with



stories being advanced and the build towards what is likely the
World Title match being started.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Histories of Saturday Night’s Main Event and Clash of the
Champions, now in PAPERBACK. Check out the information
here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/05/19/history-of-saturda
y-nights-main-event-and-clash-of-the-champions-now-in-

paperback-plus-price-drops/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Ring of Honor TV - April
26, 2017 : Taste the
Freshness

Ring of Honor
Date: April 26, 2017
Location: William J. Myers Pavilion, Baltimore, Maryland

Commentators: Colt Cabana, Ian Riccaboni

We’re FINALLY on a new taping cycle and that means we’re finishing
off the Top Prospect Tournament once and for all. This taping mess
continues to be annoying and I’'m not sure what we have to expect
here as it could be anything from World Title developments to a
midcard feud getting TV time. Let’s get to it.

We see stills from Supercard of Honor XI, now only three weeks old.
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Opening sequence.

Christopher Daniels is in the ring to get things going. He defeated

Dalton Castle at Supercard of Honor and now it’s Matt Taven getting

his chance. After that he’ll face the winner of a four way next week
at War of the Worlds, but first up it’s the American Nightmare Cody.
Daniels would love to face Cody anytime so let’s make that match as

soon as possible.

Here’s Cody right now but the match isn’t happening tonight. It’s
not worth it for Cody to compete for the match in Baltimore but New
York City doesn’t sound too bad. That sounds great to Daniels so
let’s add Cody to the War of the Worlds match and make it a three
way. Cody thinks Daniels brings integrity to the title but imagine
if a part timer like him took the title away.

Video on Marty Scurll retaining the TV Title at Supercard of Honor.

Kazarian is ready to replace the chip on his shoulder with the TV
Title.

Lio Rush vs. Shane Taylor

Speed vs. power and Rush is basically the hometown boy. Taylor
recently joined the Rebellion, who Rush has been dealing with for
months now. Before the match, Caprice Coleman says this is Rush’s
punishment for defying the Rebellion. Lio slaps Shane in the face to
start but his strikes have as much effect as you would expect on
someone twice his size. A low bridge sends Shane outside but he
easily blocks a hurricanrana. Instead Rush tries some kicks to the

head, only to be slammed back first into the post.

Back from a break with Rush hammering away and getting swatted away
again. Yet another strike sequence works a bit better and he kicks
Taylor in the head a few times. The tornado DDT gets two but Coleman
offers a distraction, meaning Rush has to dive out onto him. Rush
misses the Dragon’s Call though and a sitout spinebuster gives Shane
the pin at 7:25.

Rating: C+. Taylor is just huge (especially in the thigh region) and

there’s only so much that someone Rush’s size is going to be able to



do against him. It’s also pretty clear that Rush is heading to WWE
or at least out of ROH in the near future so this isn’t the most
surprising result in the world.

Post match the Motor City Machine Guns come out to prevent a post
match beatdown, which takes place anyway as the Rebellion destroys
the Guns.

We look at Josh Woods and John Skyler before the tournament finals.
I believe this is the same video as last week.

Top Prospect Tournament Final: John Skyler vs. Josh Woods

Bob Evans is on commentary and Woods gets some rare pyro. Woods
takes it to the mat to start and it’'s already off to the arm work. A
running knee stuns Skyler but he grabs a quick hot shot anyway. John
shouts a lot and we take a break with the fans not all that
interested so far. Back with Skyler working over the ribs with some
stomping and a backsplash for two.

A second backsplash is countered into a quickly broken triangle
choke, followed by a series of strikes. Some suplexes give Woods two
and he slips out of Southern Salvation (super Regal Roll). Skyler
comes right back with a spear on the apron, followed but a slingshot
spear for two more. For some reason Skyler tries another spear, only
to dive into something like a GTS of all things. John tries a charge
in the corner but gets caught in a Rolling Chaos Theory. Woods
floats over into a kneebar for the tap and the tournament at 9:28.

Rating: C+. This was just a few steps above a squash as Woods was
obviously the best option in the whole tournament from the start of
his first match so there was no reason to believe he wasn’t winning
here. Skyler was fine but no one I'm going to remember after this.
Woods might not be great but he’s someone who should fit in well on
the roster, which is more than I was expecting coming into this
tournament.

Post match David Starr (Who is David Starr? Someone you’re supposed
to know in advance because ROH doesn’t feel the need to explain.)

runs in and lays him out before listing off his fifteen or so



nicknames. Starr: “I am really good at professional wrestling.”

Adam Cole wants to make up with the Young Bucks and get back to
being the Bullet Club again.

TV Title: Marty Scurll vs. Kazarian

Scurll is defending. They trade wristlocks to start and it’s a very
early standoff, as is often the case. Kazarian switches things up a
bit and blasts Marty with a right hand to the face before hitting a
slingshot DDT onto the apron (read as it missed the apron by a good
foot, though to be fair it was basically the same as being thrown

over the top so there would still be impact) as we take a break.

Back with Scurll working on the arm until Kazarian hits a cool
hiptoss into a brainbuster/neckbreaker (could have been either
really). An inverted exploder gets two on the champ but he kicks
Kazarian’s knee out to take over again. It’s too early for the
chickenwing (Kazarian: “NO CHICKENWINGS ON THE MENU!”) so Scurll
settles for two off a brainbuster instead.

Scurll goes outside for his umbrella but stops to snap Kazarian’s
finger instead. The fingers are fine enough that Kazarian can grab
the umbrella, but the distraction lets Scurll grab some powder. That
goes into the referee’s face though, meaning the Ace of Spades gets
no count. Cue Hangman Page to hit Kazarian with a chair, giving
Marty a rollup to retain at 8:12.

Rating: C-. It’s never a good sign when you can take out a major
plot point and have the same match. This is identical with or
without the powder spot and that’s not good. They could have done
the exact same story with Page chairing Kazarian into the
chickenwing for the submission, which makes Scurll look strong but
keeps the Kazarian vs. Bullet Club going. Instead though, just throw

powder as an unnecessary bonus.

Post match, Scurll makes the eternal mistake of saying he’s out of
competition. Cue the returning Matt Sydal to say he wants a shot to
end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. It’s amazing how much better a show can be when



the stories are from the same month instead of several weeks
beforehand. The wrestling being good was a major plus as well and
now they have a few weeks before the War of the Worlds show, which
already sounds like it could be a fun show. Granted it’s not going
to matter if they just throw the New Japan guys onto the card in a
bunch of random matches and expect everything to work without
putting in the effort.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
NXT: The Full Sail Years Volumes I and II, now 1in
PAPERBACK. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/03/24/kbs-history-of-nxt
-volumes-1-and-2-now-available-in-paperback/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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