
Dynamite  –  May  18,  2022:
Their Weird Trend Continues
Dynamite
Date: May 18, 2022
Location: Fertitta Center, Houston, Texas
Commentators: Excalibur, Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone

It’s Wild Card Wednesday, meaning we find out the two Joker
entrants in the Owen Hart Foundation tournaments. Other than
that, we have two Dynamites left before Double Or Nothing and
that means it is time to start hammering out a few more
matches on the card. Most of the show is already set though
and that can make things all the more interesting. Let’s get
to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Owen Hart Foundation Tournament First Round: Samoa Joe vs. ???

Non-title and the joker is….Johnny Elite (Nitro/Morrison/about
eight  other  names).  Feeling  out  process  to  start  as  Joe
doesn’t seem overly impressed. Joe knocks him into the corner
for some shots to the ribs, followed by an elbow to the face.
Some shots to the face have Joe in a bit of trouble though and
Elite knocks him to the floor, setting up the big twisting
cannonball to take Joe down again.

We take a break and come back with Joe hitting a big boot and
then chopping Elite down. The MuscleBuster is loaded up but
Elite takes him down and goes up top. The 450 connects (with
Elite’s knees hitting a good bit short) for two but Joe is
right back with the MuscleBuster for the pin at 10:21.

Rating: C+. Yeah fine. Elite is about as perfect of a choice
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as you could get to have him come in, be a nice enough
surprise, and be fed to Joe without ruining a debut. I don’t
need Elite to stick around, but he had a pretty nice start to
his time in AEW, even if this is it. Joe is likely making a
deep run in this thing and him winning the whole tournament
wouldn’t shock me.

Post match Jay Lethal, Sonjay Dutt and Satnam Singh come in to
take Joe out with a pipe. The Best Friends make the save.

We look back at Jeff Hardy getting banged up last week against
Darby Allin (egads).

The Young Bucks come up to see the Hardys, with Jeff being
cleared to wrestle tonight. The Bucks have been praying for
him all week but Jeff wants that “Christian AF BS” out of
here. Jeff has a tournament to win and Matt threatens violence
if  the  Bucks  interfere.  Matt  calling  the  Bucks  Hardys
cosplayers  was  funny.

Hangman Page vs. Konosuke Takeshita

Non-title and CM Punk is on commentary. Page starts fast and
knocks him to the floor but Takeshita is back in with some
strikes of his own. They head to the apron with Page taking
him down again as we take a break. Back with Takeshita hitting
a Blue Thunder Bomb and a jumping knee for two each. They
clothesline each other down but Page is back up with a release
German suplex, setting up a Tombstone for two.

The buckshot lariat is countered into a jumping knee and a
stalling German suplex plants Page again. They go up top with
Takeshita hitting a heck of a forearm to knock Page to the
mat. Page pops right up with a discus lariat and the Buckshot
lariat….but doesn’t cover. Instead it’s the GTS (Punk: “I’ve
got him right where I want him.”) for the pin at 12:12.

Rating:  B-.  I’ve  liked  Takeshita  more  than  I  would  have
expected as DDT Pro doesn’t have the best reputation for being



serious. Takeshita has a good look and his work has gone well
enough so I could go for more of him going forward. That being
said, this was an extended workout for Page and that’s all it
needed to be.

Fuego del Sol and the Dark Order are ready for the House of
Black.

Swerve Strickland/Keith Lee vs. Workhorsemen

Lee gets the better of a chop off with Drake to start and
hands it off to Strickland. A jumping kick to the face rocks
Henry in the corner and it’s back to Lee to clean house. Lee
loads up a sitout powerbomb and Strickland adds a top rope
double  stomp  for  the  pin  at  2:21.  Nice  use  of  the  new
power/speed team here.

Post match Lee says they are a top five team but here is Team
Taz to interrupt. Ricky Starks calls Lee Rex from Toy Story
but Strickland says Starks looks like a bar of soap with a
pearl necklace on. Cue Jurassic Express with Christian Cage to
interrupt. Christian says they are the best and the triple
threat challenge is thrown out for Double Or Nothing. Deal. Oh
and for a bonus: let’s do Jungle Boy vs. Ricky Starks vs.
Swerve Strickland next week.

Red Velvet and Kris Statlander are ready to fight in the first
round of the Owen Hart Tournament on Friday. Jade Cargill
comes in for catchphrases/trash talk.

Here are MJF and Shawn Spears, with MJF nearly getting sick
when saying he’s in Houston. He tells Wardlow to get out here
right now so here is Wardlow, with his hands still cuffed. MJF
spits in his face and slaps him but Wardlow maintains his
composure. MJF gets in a few whips but Wardlow doesn’t flinch.
Spears gets in a few whips of his own and those wake him up,
but MJF gets in a low blow and unloads with the belt. The
Dynamite Diamond ring knocks Wardlow cold and MJF is rather
pleased with himself.



Roppongi Vice throws out the challenge to FTR for a Ring of
Honor Tag Team Title shot.

Owen Hart Foundation Tournament First Round: Kyle O’Reilly vs.
Rey Fenix

Fenix starts with the flips but loses a chop off to put him
right back down. Back up and an armbar slows Fenix down but he
knocks O’Reilly to the floor for a heck of a running flip
dive. O’Reilly posts the arm though and we take a break. Back
with Fenix kicking him down as O’Relly’s chest is very red.
O’Reilly grabs the rolling butterfly suplexes but Fenix drives
him into the corner for a springboard spinning kick to the
head.

Another spinning kick rocks O’Reilly but he bounces off the
ropes with a rebound lariat. O’Reilly is back with a choke,
which is reversed for a jumping enziguri. Fenix isn’t done and
knocks him to the floor for a rope walk flip dive. Back in and
a rolling cutter is countered into a cross armbreaker for the
tap at 11:16.

Rating: B. This was an interesting back and forth style, with
O’Reilly being perfectly logical by going after the arm that
was hurt not too long ago. O’Reilly is going to go after a
limb no matter what and they gave him an extra target here.
Joe vs. O’Reilly should be a good showdown next week and they
have done a nice job getting us there, especially with Fenix
getting in just enough flips etc. to not take it too far.

Here  is  the  Blackpool  Combat  Club/Eddie
Kingston/Santana/Ortiz,  as  William  Regal  and  Chris  Jericho
have their face to face chat (as Jericho tends to do). The
Jericho Appreciation Society comes out, with the order to cut
off the pyro and music. Jericho brings up the attack last week
and says he thought Regal would be dead by now. Regal gets a
chuckle out of that and talks about how Regal should have been
one of the best of all time given all of his skills. Instead,



he wound up being a world class addict.

Regal has been fired from every company he has ever worked for
until he weaseled his way in here on the coattails of his
proteges. Then you have Eddie Kingston, whose face was burned
with a fireball. Then you have Bryan Danielson, and we pause
for a YES chant. Danielson has never had a drink or taken a
drug in his life, but stick with this gang long enough and
Regal will have him needing the program just like Moxley.
Jericho tells Regal to get out of the business or the Wizard
will shoot a fireball in his face. Or relieve himself in
Regal’s tea again.

The tea gets Regal talking, as the two of them have known each
other since 1997. The only thing that are worse than Jericho’s
voice are the screams from a burning orphanage so please be
quiet. Jericho is right about Regal’s issues, but one thing
has kept him going for the last 21 years. Whenever he has been
on a show with Jericho, Regal would go to Jericho’s bag when
Jericho was in the ring and….place Jericho’s toothbrush in a
certain  area.  Daniel  Garcia:  “HOW  COULD  YOU  DO  THAT  TO
SOMEONE???” Regal: “Actually flower, I did it to yours last
week.”

Jericho loads up the Stadium Stampede challenge but Moxley
says  he  “isn’t  doing  that  s***.”  Moxley  isn’t  doing  that
sports entertainment stuff so let’s make it anything goes with
glorious violence until the Society is bleeding like stuck
pigs.  Call  it  whatever  you  want,  including  wrestling  vs.
sports entertainment.

Jericho seems down with that and brings up the other team’s
history with each other, including Danielson calling Kingston
“a  judgmental  prick.”  Kingston  to  Danielson:  “You  are.”
Kingston doesn’t care about buyrates or ratings though so
let’s fight right now. Jericho and company leave instead, with
Danielson and Kingston being ready to fight over giving chase.
There were some great lines in there, but this wasn’t what I



had in mind for Regal vs. Jericho: Face To Face, especially as
Regal didn’t exactly get in any great lines in response to
Jericho’s stuff.

Dante Martin and Matt Sydal want the Blackpool Combat Club on
Friday.

Owen Hart Foundation Tournament First Round: Britt Baker vs.
???

The Joker is Maki Itoh, the singing wrestler who teamed with
Baker last year at Revolution. Baker loads up the Fingerpoke
of Doom but Itoh small packages her for two instead. Itoh
steps on her foot and hits a headbutt, only to miss a falling
headbutt. There’s a Sling Blade to Baker and we take a break.

Back with Baker sending Itoh face first into the buckle, but
Itoh has a hard head so she does it to herself. A headbutt
puts Baker down and Itoh adds a tornado DDT for two. Itoh
finally hits her falling headbutt for two but Baker pulls her
straight into the Lockjaw for the win at 6:45.

Rating: D+. The match itself was nothing and that isn’t the
point here. Itoh is the definition of a gimmick and therefore
having her pop up once every now and then is going to work. I
don’t know how much anyone was wanting a payoff to Itoh and
Baker teaming together at Revolution, but for something that
lasted about eight minutes, there are far worse ways to go.

Post match Toni Storm comes out for the staredown with Baker,
who doesn’t seem impressed.

Here is Tony Schiavone in the ring to hype up next week’s
three year anniversary show but Serena Deeb cuts him off. She
is sick of hearing Tony talk, especially last week when Tony
said that she can’t beat Thunder Rosa. Dustin Rhodes has had a
lot to say about Deeb having no chance against Rosa, so here
is Dustin to interrupt.



Deeb calls him the poster boy of failure and says Jim Ross
might be the only one with any brains around here. She says
Dustin knows how hard it was to be a woman in her era and even
got implants to satisfy old perverts. So why does Dustin think
Deeb can’t beat Thunder Rosa? Dustin has nothing to say so she
slaps him in the face, which draws out Rosa. Deeb takes the
Women’s Title from her and gets in a good shot. I have no idea
what they were going for here, but Deeb talking isn’t a good
thing.

Owen Hart Tournament Semifinals: Adam Cole vs. Jeff Hardy

Cole jumps him in the aisle and the beating starts fast. Hardy
is sent into the steps, setting up a Backstabber to drop Jeff
again. We take a break and come back with the slugout in the
middle (because of course) but Cole enziguris him down. The
sitout gordbuster gives Jeff two but the Whisper in the Wind
is…kind  of  superkicked  out  of  the  air  (that  didn’t  look
great). The Boom misses so Jeff hits the Twisting Stunner,
only to miss the Swanton. Cole hits the Boom for the pin at
7:05.

Rating: C. This felt like a rush job due to time constraints,
especially with Cole jumping him in the aisle. I can kind of
get the idea of not wanting Allin to lose to Cole here, but if
that is the case, don’t set up the brackets that way in the
first place. Hardy was still banged up here so he has an out,
but it wasn’t like there was much to the match in the first
place.

Post match Cole stares at Jeff but Matt Hardy gets in to cut
him off. The Young Bucks come in for the cheap shot but the
Hardys stare them down. Cole jumps the Hardys and here are
Sting and Darby Allin for the save. Cue ReDRagon to go after
Sting  and  Allin  though,  including  Sting’s  ankle  being
Pillmanized  to  end  the  show.

Overall Rating: C+. AEW continues their weird streak of a good



show with that one weird thing in there. This time it was
Deeb’s segment, as I’m not sure I get what they were trying to
do. Other than that (and the Baker vs. Itoh match, which was
meant to be glorified comedy), there wasn’t much to complain
about here. Double Or Nothing had matches either added or
enhanced so I can’t complain all that much. Not a home run
show here, but it did what it needed to do and didn’t go nuts
with the surprises. I had fun, so call it at least mostly a
success.

Results
Samoa Joe b. Johnny Elite – MuscleBuster
Hangman Page b. Konosuke Takeshita – GTS
Swerve  Strickland/Keith  Lee  b.  Workhorsemen  –  Sitout
powerbomb/top  rope  double  stomp  to  Henry
Kyle O’Reilly b. Rey Fenix – Cross armbreaker
Britt Baker b. Maki Itoh – Lockjaw
Adam Cole b. Jeff Hardy – Boom
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my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
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Rampage  –  April  29,  2022:
Call It A Punt?
Rampage
Date: April 29, 2022
Location: Liacouras Center, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Excalibur, Taz, Ricky Starks, Chris Jericho

We’re still in the most serious wrestling city in the country
and that should play into AEW’s hands rather well. Rampage is
the show that is going to focus on the in-ring action more
than anything else and hopefully that makes for a good night.
Throw in Danhausen calling out Hook and….I’m really not sure
what that is going to mean. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Owen  Hart  Foundation  Tournament  Qualifying  Match:  Swerve
Strickland vs. Darby Allin

Sting is in Allin’s corner as they start with a wrestle off.
Neither can get very far until Allin takes him down by the
arm. Make that a chinlock for a bit before Allin knocks him to
the floor. The suicide dive is cut off by a jumping knee as
commentary talks about how well these two know each other.

We take a break and come back with Allin working on the knee
but Strickland fights up. Swerve knocks him down but misses
the Serve Stomp. Allin’s Coffin Drop hits raised knees so
Strickland kicks him in the head for two. Strickland heads to
the apron and suplexes him down onto the floor, because that’s
a  totally  rational  thing  to  do.  Cue  Ricky  Starks  off
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commentary to go to ringside but Sting cuts him off. Allin
grabs the Last Supper for the pin at 10:25.

Rating: C+. Annoying distraction finish aside, this worked
well while it lasted, even if you factor in the pretty insane
suplex to the floor. You could have gone with either winning
here, but Allin is a bigger star and a threat to win the whole
thing. Strickland needs a win of his own though, as he hasn’t
had much success so far around here.

Shawn Spears is excited to see Wardlow get taken out by the
big guy next week. They still won’t say who it is though.

Chris Jericho names himself Sports Entertainer Of The Week for
attacking Eddie Kingston.

Santana and Ortiz storm the commentary booth and jump Jericho
to lay him out.

Baddies vs. Skye Blue/Trish Adora/Willow Nightingale

That would be Jade Cargill/Red Velvet/Kiera Hogan. Blue gets
taken into the corner to start so Velvet can choke with the
boot. Hogan comes in with a running boot the face but Blue
manages a kick. Blue and Hogan both catch a kick at the same
time before Hogan kicks her in the head. Adora comes in and
gets hit with a step up Fameasser, allowing the tag off to
Cargill for jaded and the pin on Adora at 2:40. Total squash.

Darby Allin offers Swerve Strickland another match after the
ending but Strickland knows Allin didn’t have anything to do
with it. Strickland wants Allin to win the tournament so now
he can go find Keith Lee and deal with Team Taz.

Keith Lee vs. Colten Gunn

Gunn looks like he got kicked in the face by a horse, kicked
the horse back, and then got kicked in the face again. They
shove each other around a bit until Lee takes him into the
corner for the Grizzly Magnum chop. We take a break and come



back with Lee hitting some running shoulders but missing a
charge in the corner. The Fameasser is blocked though and the
Big Bang Catastrophe finishes Gunn at 7:00.

Rating: C. As is so often said about AEW matches, this needed
a break? The match wasn’t even that good as Gunn was little
more than a sacrificial lamb for Lee. I’m still not sure what
Lee is supposed to do in AEW, because he has been stuck in
minor stories and matches like this for a lot of his time
there. The Gunns continue to be watchable though and there
might even be some potential upward mobility for both of them.

Jeff Hardy is ready to take out Bobby Fish next week in the
Owen Hart Foundation tournament.

The Undisputed Elite laughs off the idea of Jeff Hardy being a
threat, with Fish calling him Jeff hardly.

Here  is  Danhausen,  who  says  SEND  HOOK.  Cue  Hook,  with
Danhausen thinking that we need to do this at another time.
Cue Mark Sterling for a distraction so Tony Nese can jump both
of them. Hook fights up and grabs a suplex, allowing Danhausen
to curse Nese and Sterling. The villains leave and the fans
want Hookhausen, but Hook grabs him by the neck instead, only
to leave without getting violent.

The Gunn Club says that isn’t a loss but the Acclaimed comes
in to offer some scissoring, complete with hand gestures. The
Club wants to go talk to their dad, leaving the interviewer to
turn down the same offer.

Mercedes Martinez is ready to take out Deonna Purrazzo and
become the undisputed Ring Of Honor Women’s Champion.

Samoa Joe threatens to kill Trent Beretta, while Trent says
he’s going to win the ROH TV Title.

Ring Of Honor TV Title: Trent Beretta vs. Samoa Joe

Joe is defending and the Best Friends are here with Trent. Joe



knocks him into the corner to start but gets knocked outside,
setting up Trent’s Asai moonsault. We take a break and come
back with Trent hitting a top rope dive to the floor to drop
Joe. Back in and Trent grabs a Saito suplex for two, only to
have Joe pull him into an STF. We’ll make that a Crossface but
Trent gets his foot on the rope. Jericho: “He’s not dead yet!”
Joe blasts Trent with a clothesline, with Jericho switching to
“he might be now!” The MuscleBuster is broken up and it’s the
Koquina Clutch to make Trent tap at 10:02.

Rating: C+. Joe can have a good match with anyone and the same
is true of Trent, making this a fine enough main event. That
being said, having a 40+ year old Joe as the midcard champion
of a minor league promotion isn’t likely to bring in more eyes
to the show. Joe can still draw in some attention, but isn’t
there anything bigger that he could do than this?

Post match Jay Lethal, Sonjay Dutt and Satnam Singh come out
to interrupt a Samoa Joe interview. Orange Cassidy tries some
lazy kicks but gets decked by Dutt. The brawl is on with
Lethal and Joe having to be held apart to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. Maybe they were taking a week off this time
because of the NBA and NFL events going on, but this wasn’t
exactly a great show. It didn’t feel like much of anything on
this show mattered and that isn’t a great feeling to have.
There is some good enough action, but it continued AEW’s trend
of not feeling important without the big stars. Certainly a
watchable show, but not worth the time.

Results
Darby Allin b. Swerve Strickland – Last Supper
Baddies b. Skye Blue/Trish Adora/Willow Nightingale – Jaded to
Adora
Keith Lee b. Colten Gunn – Big Bang Catastrophe
Samoa Joe b. Trent Beretta – Koquina Clutch

 



 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND
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wrestling headline needs.

 

Rampage  –  April  22,  2022:
She’s Coachable
Rampage
Date: April 22, 2022
Location: Petersen Events Center, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Ricky Starks, Taz, Excalibur

We’re back on Friday this week as AEW has been trying to ramp
this show up a bit more in recent weeks. That means more star
power, and this week it means a title match as Jade Cargill is
defending the TBS Title against Marina Shafir. We also have a
pretty big showdown between Adam Cole and Tomohiro Ishii.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.
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Owen Hart Foundation Qualifying Match: Adam Cole vs. Tomohiro
Ishii

We go right to the ring (with Rocky Romero and Orange Cassidy
at ringside) with Cole striking away but getting dropped with
a chop. They head outside with Ishii hitting the post and
getting driven into the barricade. Back in and Cole grabs the
chinlock but seems to be favoring his arm. Some forearms don’t
do much on Ishii, who knocks Cole into the corner with a
single shot. Back up and Cole charges into a powerslam but
slips out of a powerslam.

The fireman’s carry onto the knee drops Ishii and we take a
break. We come back with Ishii hitting a superplex and sliding
lariat for two each. Cole grabs a brainbuster onto the knee
but Ishii shrugs off a superkick. Ishii hits an enziguri and
headbutting him, only to have Cole hit a superkick. That still
doesn’t matter as Ishii hits a hard clothesline, only to have
Jay White run out and send Rocky Romero into the steps. The
distraction lets Cole get in a low blow and the Boom finishes
Ishii at 11:18.

Rating: C+. I’m not sure I’d call that a dream match but Cole
going over a bigger name is a good thing for his future.
Granted I don’t know how good of an idea it is to have him on
a show a week after losing in a Texas Death Match to a big
finisher, but if he was just fine on Dynamite, he can be just
fine here….right?

Earlier today, the Jericho Appreciation Society wasn’t allowed
in the building. Chris Jericho doesn’t like it but backs down
from a bunch of security. Daniel Garcia is allowed in because
he  has  a  match,  though  Jericho  promises  to  call  human
resources  on  the  main  guard.

Danhausen eats some of Hook’s chips to steal his power, but
Hook pins him against the wall and says (I believe for the
first time) that if Danhausen wants his attention, he has it.



Danhausen knows he’s in trouble.

Lance Archer vs. Serpentico

Serpentico jumps at Archer to start and can’t even knock him
down.  Shawn  Spears  is  on  commentary  as  Archer  starts  the
destruction,  setting  up  the  Blackout  for  the  pin  at  29
seconds. Same thing they did with Butcher last week and it’s
still the right thing to do.

Post match Archer hits some chokeslams.

Video on Tony Nese and Mark Sterling.

Eddie Kingston vs. Daniel Garcia

Kingston starts fast by taking it to the floor for some chops.
Back in and Garcia gets in a shot of his own, only to have his
skin removed with a chop. Kingston fights off an armbar with
some knees to the ribs and chops away as commentary compares
Garcia’s chest to various cuts of meat.

We take a break and come back with Garcia reversing a dragon
sleeper and hitting a suplex to send Kingston into the corner.
The Boston crab sends Kingston towards the ropes so Garcia
tries a failed Sharpshooter attempt. Back up and Kingston
manages an exploder suplex, setting up the Spinning Backfist
To The Future for the pin at 12:20.

Rating:  C+.  The  long  and  drawn  out  build  towards  their
respective teams finally having their big showdown continues,
but I’m not sure if they can make it all the way to Double Or
Nothing. Kingston getting a win is almost weird to see but
he’s a bigger star than Garcia and should have gone over. If
nothing else, the backfist almost always looks like a knockout
shot and Kingston hits it well so it was nice to see.

Keith Lee and Swerve Strickland promise that the war isn’t
over with Team Taz.



Ricky Starks: “You broke a** Kenan and Kel.” Starks promises
to finish the job with Lee and Strickland. I had to pause for
a second after the Kenan and Kel line because nothing was
topping that this week.

Toni Storm and Jamie Hayter are ready to fight each other.

Dax Harwood is ready to fight Cash Wheeler for himself and his
family.

Mark Sterling reveals that he is a black belt, having bought
it  for  $20  on  Amazing.  As  for  tonight,  he  is  ready  to
celebrate Jade Cargill’s win over Marina Shafir. That doesn’t
work for Shafir, because problems don’t worry about plans.
Time for the main event.

TBS Title: Marina Shafir vs. Jade Cargill

Cargill, with Mark Sterling, is defending. Shafir goes at her
but Cargill isn’t impressed and hits a fall away slam into the
nip up. A clothesline puts Shafir on the floor, where Cargill
follows to get some kisses on the cheek from the Baddies
section. Back in and a belly to back suplex gives Cargill two,
followed by a powerslam for the same.

We take a break and come back with Shafir fighting out of an
armbar and taking her down to work on the leg. With that
broken up, they head outside where Sterling’s interference
earns him a throw of his own. Cargill gets in a pump kick
though and chokeslams her onto (not through) the timekeeper’s
table. Back in and the foot on the chest cover gives Cargill
two, with Shafir pulling her into a kneebar. Cargill fights
out and hits Jaded (with Shafir having NO emotion on her face
as she goes up) to retain at 11:39.

Rating: C. All things considered, this could have been FAR
worse. They were smart to keep things simple and have them in
spots where they could walk around a bit in between moves, as
it let them burn some time off the clock and kept things



simple. Neither of these two has any significant experience
and neither is what I would consider really good in the ring.
Cargill  has  an  amazing  presence  to  her  and  can  make  the
limited stuff work, which is enough to focus on to ignore what
wasn’t a great match otherwise. While it looked very, very
planned out, they got through this rather well and I’d call
that a big success.

Balloons fall to celebrate Jade being 30-0 to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The star power was here this week and it
continues to serve as a supplement to Dynamite, though it
wasn’t exactly must see stuff. The best thing about Rampage
continues to be that it is still an hour long and it can’t
have that much time to overstay its welcome. That was the case
here as just as it was starting to lose its charm, the show
was wrapping up, which is some pretty good timing.

Results
Adam Cole b. Tomohiro Ishii – Boom
Lance Archer b. Serpentico – Black Out
Eddie Kingston b. Daniel Garcia – Spinning Backfist To The
Future
Jade Cargill b. Marina Shafir – Jaded
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wrestling headline needs.

Dynamite  –  April  13,  2022:
The Downhill Slide
Dynamite
Date: April 13, 2022
Location: UNO Lakefront Arena, New Orleans, Louisiana
Commentators: Excalibur, Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone

It’s the start of a big week around here as we are on the
third of five shows. There are some important matches set up
for this card and there is a good chance that we could be in
for a fun one. If nothing else, they are coming in off a white
hot main event last week so hopefully they can keep up the
momentum. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

CM Punk vs. Penta Obscuro

Alex  Abrahantes  is  here  with  Penta.  Punk  isn’t  overly
intimidated by Obscuro’s entrance and they stare each other
down to start. That goes into the big chop off, with the fans
getting right into this as soon as they get going. A superkick
staggers Punk but he kicks Penta in the ribs to cut him off.
Punk strikes away as commentary runs down tonight’s card,
including Samoa Joe vs. Minoru Suzuki. The GTS is countered
into an ankle lock and Punk gets sent to the floor. Some
suicide dives take too long though and Punk takes his place,
setting up a dive of his own.
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We take a break and come back with both of them going up to
the same corner. Punk pulls him down into….something that
wasn’t clear as his knee seems to give out. Penta takes him
into the corner but Punk comes out with a super hurricanrana,
setting  up  the  running  knee  in  the  corner.  The  GTS  is
countered  so  Punk  tries  the  Anaconda  Vice,  sending  Penta
straight to the rope.

They head to the apron to slug it out but neither can hit a
piledriver. Instead Punk hits the running knee in the corner
back inside, only to have the GTS blocked. The arm snap is
countered into a rollup but that’s countered into another
rollup to give Penta two. Another superkick rocks Punk but
he’s fine enough to pull Penta out of the air for the GTS and
the pin at 13:33.

Rating: B. They worked hard here and the ending was good,
though it felt a bit like a match you would see on a big time
indy show: no real reason for them to be fighting, but it
makes fans go “that sounds AWESOME”. It was good while it
lasted though and Punk continues his climb up to the top of
the rankings. I’m sure the path will be completely scientific
and logical as well.

The  Jericho  Appreciation  Society  arrived  at  the  airport
earlier but Eddie Kingston, Santana and Ortiz were waiting on
them. They beat up 3.0 and took their shoes, as good guys tend
to do.

Tag Team Titles: ReDRagon vs. Jurassic Express

Jurassic Express is defending. Jungle Boy gets struck into the
corner by Fish, allowing O’Reilly to come in for a headlock.
Luchasaurus tags himself in and starts kicking away, only to
get caught with some dragon screw legwhips. That’s enough to
put Luchasaurus in the corner but he strikes his way out of
trouble, allowing the tag off to Jungle Boy.

The suicide dives are on (JR: “It’s Tope Suicida Night folks!



And the kids eat free!”), setting up Luchasaurus hitting his
own dive. Jungle Boy goes for a dive but Fish isn’t quite
ready and has to move over in a hurry (that could have been
nasty). Fish twists Jungle Boy off the apron by the arm though
and we take a break.

Back with O’Reilly trying a cross armbreaker on Jungle Boy but
getting stacked up for two instead. Jungle Boy gets over for
the tag off to Luchasaurus to clean house, including the Tail
Whip  to  O’Reilly.  There’s  the  double  chokeslam  into  the
standing moonsault for two on O’Reilly. A side slam top rope
elbow combination (that looked good) gets two on Fish but
ReDRagon is back in for a kick off into a German suplex.

O’Reilly grabs a cross armbreaker (while also trapping the
leg) but Jungle Boy makes the rope. Back up and O’Reilly grabs
a guillotine on Luchasaurus as Fish jumps over them with a
super Falcon Arrow to Jungle Boy. Luchasaurus throws O’Reilly
onto the two of them for the break and it’s time to strike it
out again. Fish gets Tail Whipped by Luchasaurus and it’s the
Throwassic Express for the pin to retain the titles at 13:45.

Rating: B. This was back into the “what’s tagging” formula for
the most part and I can with with that after last week’s tag
team  clinic  main  event.  Jurassic  Express  getting  to  add
another win to their list is a good idea, but those titles
seem destined either for FTR or the Young Bucks to set up the
rubber match between the bigger name teams.

Post match O’Reilly chairs the champs down but FTR comes in to
scare them off. I think you know where FTR and the Express are
going.

The Blackpool Combat Club, now with Wheeler Yuta, are ready to
fight the undisputed Gunn Club on Friday. Moxley’s idea: break
their faces.

Jamie Hayter and Toni Storm are ready to face each other in
the first round of the Owen Hart Foundation tournament. Hayter



talks about their history together and how it was a lot like
Owen’s rise to prominent. She isn’t going to let Storm slow
her down and asks what Storm is going to do about it. Storm
smirks and walks away.

Maxwell Jacob Friedman vs. Shawn Dean

Shawn Spears is here with MJF. Hold on though as MJF’s scarf
gets caught in his jacket, but he jumps Dean from behind
anyway. And yes, the scarf is completely fine in case you were
wondering. MJF poses but we cut to the back where security has
been taken out, with one of them missing a shirt. Back in the
arena and MJF takes him to the floor, but Wardlow is behind
MJF. The chase is on and security comes out to hold Wardlow
back. MJF runs and, despite offering the referee a lot of
money, loses by countout at 3:54.

Rating: D. This was a match in name only and that is ok. They
are building up towards Wardlow vs. MJF even more and it is
nice to see Dean getting some wins, even if they don’t mean
anything. MJF begging at the idea of losing makes sense as he
is that obsessed with being the best, so they had the logic
going strong here. Not a match for the most part but they
weren’t trying to make it one.

Post match Wardlow is taken to the back and Spears has to hold
MJF back from fighting the referee. We cut to the back where
Wardlow beats up security again and says he isn’t going to
stop until MJF lets him out of his contract. Then he breaks
the camera, which will somehow go on MJF’s bill.

In a video that is a bit more complicated for its message,
Darby Allin challenges Andrade El Idolo to a casket match.

Malakai Black talks about how the House of Black is going to
destroy Fuego del Sol.

Jericho Appreciation Society vs. Eddie Kingston/Santana/Ortiz



Jericho flips Santana off to start and then hits him in the
face, only to get himself into a chop off. Everything breaks
down and Santana gets to beat on Jericho a bit more inside.
It’s off to Ortiz, who gets caught in a double flapjack from
Jericho and Hager to put him down for a change. Hager drives
him into the corner again and it’s Garcia getting to come in
for some shots of his own. Jericho gets the arrogant cover for
two and we take a break.

Back with Jericho missing the Lionsault and, after getting
away from Hager, Ortiz manages the hot tag off to Kingston.
House is cleaned without much trouble and Santana comes in
with a top rope splash for two on Garcia. Ortiz’s middle rope
legdrop gets the same and the Street Sweeper is loaded up.
Instead, Santana throws Garcia at Jericho to take him out. Cue
3.0 (still missing shoes) but Ortiz hits a big flip dive to
take them down. The distraction lets Jericho get in a bat shot
to finish Kingston at 11:45.

Rating: C+. It’s far from a disaster, but I’m really not
feeling the Society so far. They feel like a rehash of the
Inner Circle but nowhere near as good. It’s more of Jericho
getting beaten up and then cheating to win, which is a pretty
tired style. The match was good enough, but it feels like
we’ve done this before and that isn’t great to see.

Post match the big beatdown is on and no one makes the save.

A very angry MJF talks about how he has money and can do
whatever he wants. Also, since he owns Wardlow, he’s going to
put Wardlow into the ring against the Butcher.

Marina Shafir vs. Skye Blue

This is Shafir’s Dynamite debut and Mark Sterling/Jade Cargill
are watching in the back (Sterling more than Cargill). Shafir
takes her down to start as we see Red Velvet as part of the
Baddie Section. Blue’s attempt at a choke is countered into a
bearhug  and  a  slam  down.  Shafir  pounds  away  and  hits  a



pumphandle suplex. A palm strike sets up a headscissors choke
to make Blue tap at 2:22. Shafir really didn’t look good here
and they weren’t exactly mixing well. I don’t know what was
wrong, but if this was anything more than an off night, Shafir
is in trouble.

Tony Nese and Mark Sterling (third segment in a row after MJF
and  Cargill)  interrupt  Hook’s  interview.  Hook  throws  a
medicine  ball  over  his  shoulder,  hits  an  interrupting
Danhausen, and leaves. Danhausen continues to be unsure what
is going on.

The Men of the Year are ready for Sammy Guevara at Battle of
the Belts on Saturday.

Swerve Strickland/Keith Lee vs. Team Taz

The  fans  are  way  into  Ricky  Starks  as  the  hometown  boy.
Powerhouse Hobbs shoves Strickland around to start and doesn’t
seem happy at Swerve trying an armbar. JR uses this time to
talk about Mid-South/UWF memories and it’s off to Starks to
run the ropes into a rope walk. A top rope shot to the
shoulder drops Strickland and Starks hits his pose. It’s off
to Lee, who sends Starks into the corner for the big chop,
with Strickland holding the arms back to make it worse.

Everything breaks down and Strickland uses Lee’s chest as a
springboard for a moonsault down onto Team Taz. We take a
break and come back with Lee cleaning house. Swerve takes
Hobbs off the apron but springboards into a spear from Starks.
A Canadian Destroyer plants Swerve for two but he is right
back up to put Starks in a fireman’s carry. Swerve goes up and
throws Starks into the Pounce from Lee, who is cut off by
Hobbs.

Cue Taz at ringside as Starks can’t Ro Sham Bo Lee. Swerve
gets shoved off the top but manages to post Hobbs. Starks’
tornado DDT is blocked so he settles for a middle rope spear.
Swerve breaks up the cover with a 450 but gets crushed by a



running splash in the corner. Taz trips Lee though and the
Last Will And Testament finishes Lee at 11:58.

Rating: C+. You build up Starks as the big star and don’t have
him get the pin in the match? Anyway, they weren’t going to be
able to get Starks booed here no matter what they tried so
they didn’t even bother. That’s the right call here and Lee
lost to cheating rather than clean. They did things as they
should have here and it was a pretty hot match.

Here’s what’s coming at various upcoming shows.

Thunder Rosa is interrupted by Nyla Rose and Vickie Guerrero.
They have a cake to celebrate her short title reign but there
is no writing on it because she isn’t worth they money. Rosa:
“Do you think I’m stupid?” Vickie and Nyla: “YES!” The cake
goes in Rosa’s face and she’s so blind that she hits Vickie by
mistake. Rosa gets sent into some boxes, with Rose shouting
that the joke is on Rosa because she loves cake! This was
pretty great.

Video on Hangman Page vs. Adam Cole in a Texas Deathmatch this
week on Rampage.

Ring Of Honor TV Title: Samoa Joe vs. Minoru Suzuki

Suzuki  is  defending  and  they  go  straight  to  the  required
strike off. This includes chops and forearms for two minutes
plus until Suzuki gets knocked to the apron. The armbar over
the ropes slows Joe down and we take a break with Joe looking
to be more than a bit spent pretty soon into things.

Back with Suzuki fighting out of a Crossface as Joe’s chest is
REALLY red. The Gotch Style piledriver is blocked and the chop
it out again. Another piledriver attempt is blocked so Suzuki
takes him into the corner for some choking. That’s countered
into  the  MuscleBuster  to  knock  Suzuki  silly  and  Joe  is
champion at 11:34.



Rating:  B-.  This  is  going  to  be  the  definition  of  “your
mileage may vary” as the chop/strike off stuff loses its charm
pretty quickly (the fact that Penta and Punk did the same
thing an hour and a half ago didn’t help). They kept this
moving and it’s hard to believe that it went as long as it
did, but Suzuki was the definition of a transitional champion.
That isn’t a bad thing, but this one felt a lot more like
something that sounded great on paper fifteen years ago rather
than here, with both of them likely near the end of their
careers.

Post match here are Jay Lethal and Sonjay Dutt with a present
for Joe. It’s Lethal’s middle finger, but the lights go out.
Cue a 7’3 monster (identified by Tony as Satnam Singh, an
Indian basketball player who was drafted into the NBA) to take
Joe down and crush his head in a Khali style vice grip. Lethal
and Dutt seem to have a monster enforcer to end the show. I
don’t know how the STUPENDOUS Khali will do but this wasn’t
exactly an inspiring debut.

Overall Rating: B-. It was a weird week as they started off
great and then fell pretty hard before almost limping across
the finish line. The Singh debut didn’t exactly leave on a
high note and the show was a bit of a rollercoaster. It
doesn’t feel like there is a top story at the moment and the
World Title was a complete afterthought this week. Still a
perfectly good show, but far from one of their best.

Results
CM Punk b. Penta Obscuro – GTS
Jurassic Express b. ReDRagon – Throwassic Express to Fish
Shawn Dean b. Maxwell Jacob Friedman via countout
Jericho Appreciation Society b. Eddie Kingston/Santana/Ortiz –
Baseball bat shot to Kingston
Marina Shafir b. Skye Blue – Headscissors choke
Team  Taz  b.  Keith  Lee/Swerve  Strickland  –  Last  Will  And
Testament to Lee
Samoa Joe b. Minoru Suzuki – MuscleBuster
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Rampage – April 1, 2022: The
Rampage Way
Rampage
Date: April 1, 2022
Location: Colonial Life Arena, Columbia, South Carolina
Commentators:  Excalibur,  Chris  Jericho,  Ricky  Starks,  Taz,
Chris Jericho

Wrestlemania weekend caused me to miss this one so now it’s
time to catch up. I’m kind of curious to see how this show
works without the timing issues and watching it as a stand
alone event. The big draw this week is Powerhouse Hobbs vs.
Keith Lee, which certainly sounds good on paper. Let’s get to
it.
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Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Young Bucks vs. Top Flight

Nick shoulders Dante down to start so Dante nips up. They head
to the floor and hit stereo dropkicks, setting up a staredown.
Matt comes in and gets sent into the corner, setting up a
slingshot hilo. A double dropkick takes the illegal Nick down
and Darius pulls Matt into something like the Rings of Saturn.

That’s broken up so Nick comes back in, only to have his
springboard countered into an atomic drop. Back to back dives
take the Bucks down but a Cutler distraction lets Matt hit a
superkick to drop Darius on the floor. A Cannonball/running
kick in the corner has Darius in more trouble and we take a
break.

We come back with Dante coming in off the hot tag to clean
house,  including  a  superkick  to  Nick.  There’s  a  missile
dropkick to Matt and Darius gets to stare at the crowd a bit.
A slingshot Flatliner sets up the Broken Arrow (that jumping
over your partner to land on someone’s back for two on Nick.
Darius gets knocked off the top and down into the barricade
though and it’s Nick vs. Darius in a slugout. Matt comes back
in for the save though and it’s the BTE Trigger for the pin at
10:48.

Rating: B-. It was the entertaining spectacle style match and
that is all it needed to do. You have the Bucks against Top
Flight in there to do their big choreographed routine and it
did exactly what it needed to do. I’m not probably not going
to remember it because I’ve seen the Bucks do this a dozen
times, but while it’s still in the short term memory, they
were doing it pretty well here.

Video on the OTHER SIDE of Kris Statlander, meaning the paint
on her face changes side.
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Here are the Men of the Year to complain about Tay Conti and
Sammy Guevara. Above all else, they don’t like the photo shoot
with the TNT Title, but they also want to know who was behind
the camera. After some jokes about Orange Cassidy, Dan Lambert
makes it clear that they will never give Guevara the match.
Guevara pops up on screen from the parking lot, where he and
Conti destroy Lambert’s car with sledgehammers. This company
REALLY likes wrecking cars.

Hook is ready for an interview when Danhausen comes in to
curse him. Again, Hook just walks away, leaving Danhausen to
panic.

House of Black vs. Dark Order/Fuego del Sol

Matthews  shoulders  Grayson  down  but  he’s  back  up  with  a
running forearm. The Order is sent outside, leaving Fuego to
get lawn darted into the middle buckle. King tosses Fuego onto
the Order on the floor and we take a break. Back with Fuego
kicking Buddy away and making the hot tag off to Grayson to
clean house.

Everything breaks down and a toss powerbomb gives Uno two. The
Order is sent outside for a running flip dive from King,
leaving Black vs. Fuego inside. The rest of the House gets
back  in  but  the  Order  makes  the  save.  Fuego  manages  a
poisonrana on Black, who Black Masses Fuego out of the air for
the pin at 7:14.

Rating: C. This was a bit longer than it needed to be for the
House, as they should have smashed people like the Order and
Fuego. It wasn’t exactly a competitive match but the House has
stalled a bit in recent weeks, as we are seemingly STILL
waiting on their showdown with Death Triangle. I’m sure the
match will be great when it happens, but has Death Triangle
ever been together in the first place?

The Young Bucks brag about themselves and are ready for FTR on
Dynamite.



Owen Hart Foundation Qualifying Match: Skye Blue vs. Jamie
Hayter

Hayter powers her up against the ropes to start and then hits
an elbow in the face. Blue grabs am armdrag into an armbar and
Hayter looks more surprised than anything else. A suplex sends
Blue into the corner though and Hayter does it again for a
bonus. Blue is back up with some rollups for two each, only to
walk into a backbreaker to cut her off. A spinning kick to the
head drops Hayter for two but she grabs a backdrop driver.
Hayter charges into a superkick but is fine enough to hit a
superplex. There’s a brainbuster to drop Blue again and a
ripcord lariat finishes for Hayter at 5:36.

Rating: C-. This tournament feels like it is going to take a
long time to set up as we are still waiting to see all of the
qualifying matches. Hayter is someone who could be a nice
monster to slay in the field without being a favorite and
that’s a good enough idea. They didn’t waste a lot of time
here on a match that isn’t going to matter so I’ll take that
as a quick match.

Penta Obscuro and Alex Abrahantes warn the House of Black to
be worried about Death Triangle.

Powerhouse Hobbs and Keith Lee are ready to wreck each other,
albeit  while  using  a  reading/book  motif.  Well,  as  much
wrecking as Lee can do in his odd way of speaking.

Keith Lee vs. Powerhouse Hobbs

The fans are behind Lee as he takes his vest off and they
stare  each  other  down  a  bit.  The  big  lockup  doesn’t  go
anywhere as they shake the other off. Hobbs hits some running
shoulders to no avail but Lee’s running shoulder puts Hobbs
out on the floor. We take a break and come back with Lee in
trouble, allowing Hobbs to hit a running clothesline for two.
Back up and a beal is blocked and Hobbs knows he’s in trouble.



A hard clothesline gives Lee two but Hobbs backdrops his way
out of a Spirit Bomb attempt. Lee hits a running splash in the
corner and there’s the Uncle Phil Beal. Cue Ricky Starks with
a chair but Lee punches it away. Swerve Strickland runs in and
takes out Starks, leaving Hobbs to hit a spinebuster. There’s
no count because of the distracted referee though, allowing
Lee to hit the Big Bang Catastrophe for the pin at 10:45.

Rating: C+. There is something fun about a hoss battle, but
this hit a certain level and never got past it. They were big
men hitting each other with power moves for about ten minutes
and then Lee won. It was a fun showdown, but when you have
people who wrestle a similar style, there is only so much that
you can get out of the thing.

Starks beats down Strickland and puts him through the table at
ringside. Hobbs chairs Lee in the back and another table is
set up in the corner. Lee goes through said table to wrap it
up.

Overall Rating: C+. Rampage continues to be a weird show as
you have a bunch of matches but they rarely feel like they
matter. You’re not going to get much of anything significant
on this show but it is still fun to watch for about an hour a
week. That was certainly the case this week, as I had a good
time with the show but it didn’t exactly blow the doors off.
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Dynamite – April 6, 2022: A
TV Classic
Dynamite
Date: April 6, 2022
Location: Agganis Arena, Boston, Massachusetts
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Jim Ross, Excalibur

It’s pretty rare to have a lot of things going on when a
company hasn’t had a major show, but that is the case this
week. Ring of Honor’s Supercard of Honor event was basically
AEW’s Wrestlemania weekend show and included the debut of
Samoa Joe. He’ll be here tonight, and that means things could
get a lot more interesting. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Adam Cole vs. Christian Cage

They stare at each other for a bit until Christian grabs a
headlock to grind away a bit. Cole breaks that up and sends
him into the corner to take over. Christian knocks him outside
though and it’s a baseball slide out to the floor. That means
some chops up against the barricade but Christian’s foot gets
caught in the ropes, allowing Cole to take over again. A hard
whip into the corner rocks Christian and we take a break.
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Back with Christian knocking him to the floor again and diving
over the top to….I think it connected but it was more grazing
Cole’s hands/arms. Back in and Christian hits the pendulum
kick in the corner, setting up the tornado DDT for two. Cole’s
Backstabber  out  of  the  corner  gets  two  more  and  the  low
superkick into the running knee (knee pad still up and to the
face instead of the back of the head) is good for the same.
The Boom is countered into a rollup for two, followed by
Christian hitting a spear for two more. With nothing else
working, Cole pokes him in the eye and hits the Boom for the
pin at 14:50.

Rating: B-. This is where Christian can help a lot, as he has
a reputation that means a win over him still means something
and can make anyone look good. Cole gets a nice win and
Christian has been a made man for a long time so it isn’t like
he is hurt here. Good choice for an opener and the kind of win
that gives Cole an actually important win.

Post  match  ReDDragon  comes  out  for  the  beatdown  but  the
Jurassic Express makes the save. Christian walks off to the
side of the stage as the other four brawl (After rolling
outside  pretty  fast  after  the  pin.  Hopefully  nothing  is
wrong.). With everyone else gone, Hangman Page comes down to
get in Cole’s face. Page issues the challenge for a Texas
Death Match for the title next week on Rampage (not Dynamite),
while telling him to get his affairs in order.

We look back at Jay Lethal challenging Jonathan Gresham for
the World Title and beating him down, only for Samoa Joe to
return and take out Lethal’s associate Sonjay Dutt.

Owen  Hart  Foundation  Qualifying  Match:  Samoa  Joe  vs.  Max
Caster

Anthony Bowens is here with Caster, whose rap talks about how
Samoa Joe is an overweight X-Division wrestler who was NXT
Champion when Dynamite beat NXT in the ratings. Joe starts



fast and hammers away in the corner, even throwing in a dance.
Caster gets knocked to the floor for the suicide dive and it’s
the  MuscleBuster  for  the  pin  at  2:53.  Total  and  complete
destruction, as it should have been.

Post match Jay Lethal and Sonjay Dutt pop up on screen to say
they aren’t scared of Joe. They had a change of heart last
week and now it’s about doing what they want. The might not
have needed one had Joe just answered his phone in the last
four months. Joe clearly has a phone, but he’ll only answer
calls from billionaires. It’s not too late to roll out the red
carpet for Joe though, so next week Lethal promises him a
present. Next week, Joe is getting a present that he’ll never
forget. Dutt is quite the odd addition to this story. I know
he and Lethal have history together but there was no one else
to pair up with Lethal?

William Regal is happy with the Blackpool Combat Club, as
Wheeler Yuta will face Jon Moxley on Friday. Regal feels sorry
for Yuta, and Moxley promises violence.

Shawn Spears vs. Shawn Dean

MJF is on commentary as commentary points out that Dean has
beaten him. Spears throws Dean over the top for a big crash,
only to stop and point at the security posters for Wardlow.
Back in and Spears hits a pumphandle driver onto the knee for
two, with Spears pulling him up. We cut to the back where
security has been taken out and the fans know what’s up. Now
we see Wardlow beating up security and coming into the arena,
where he beats up even more security. In the melee, Dean rolls
Spears up for the pin at 3:48.

Rating: C-. The match was a squash with a fluke ending and
that’s fine as a way to keep pushing Wardlow as a major threat
to MJF. The destruction is coming and it is going to be
awesome once we get there. Dean could have been anyone here
but giving him a pair of wins over Dean and MJF is a nice bit



of continuity.

Wardlow is very happy as security takes him out of the arena.

The Best Friends aren’t happy with Wheeler Yuta finding new
friends. Chuck Taylor even bought him his tights and Yuta
lives on his couch. Trent is less forgiving, calling him a
scumbag before leaving.

Earlier tonight, Eddie Kingston/Santana/Ortiz beat down the
Jericho Appreciation Society in the back. The Society bailed
away in a car.

Here are Kingston/Santana/Ortiz in the arena for a chat. Eddie
talks about how he’s coming for the Society and threatens to
show up at Daniel Garcia’s door. Santana and Ortiz say they’ll
be  ready  when  Jericho  stops  running,  say  next  week  for
example.

Here are Jade Cargill and Mark Sterling for a chat. Cargill
introduces her Baddie Section, which is what she describes as
a bunch of beautiful women with power. She’s ready for Marina
Shafir to be her 30th victim.

MJF  and  Shawn  Spears  aren’t  happy  with  Wardlow  but  MJF
promises more security next week. As for Dean, he can face MJF
next week, where he’ll get a Purple Heart for being injured
worse than he ever could have been in the military.

Hardys vs. Butcher and the Blade

Tables match. It’s a brawl to start with Blade clotheslining
Jeff down inside. Blade misses a charge through a table in the
corner, which doesn’t count as it wasn’t an offensive move (as
made  clear  by  the  pre-match  announcement  of  the  rules).
Butcher and Matt come in, where Butcher can’t suplex Matt
through a table. A double DDT drops Butcher but Blade breaks
up what looked to be the Swanton through the table. That
leaves Jeff to get suplexed/high crossbodied through a table



for the elimination.

We take a break and come back with Matt chairing Butcher,
setting  up  a  top  rope  legdrop  through  the  table  for  the
elimination. That leaves Matt vs. Blade but Matt puts himself
through a table off the apron. Butcher sticks around to help
double team Matt, who is thrown over the barricade.

A double suplex brings him back over but Jeff has moved the
table. What looks to be Poetry In Motion into a clothesline
against the barricade doesn’t look great so Jeff makes up for
it with the Twisting Stunner to Blade. Matt hits a Twist of
Fate on the floor and the Hardys set up two tables underneath
a ladder (you knew it was coming). The Swanton off the top
drives Blade through the table to give the Hardys the win at
11:55.

Rating: C+. It was pretty good, though I’m trying to get my
head around the Hardys being hyped up for their history in
tables matches. The Hardys are certainly stars, but it doesn’t
feel like they are a big deal at the moment. Maybe that’s FTR
being on another level and the Hardys not being anywhere the
title picture, but it feels like they’re still waiting to take
off. They certainly can do that, though it hasn’t happened
yet.

Post match here is Andrade, flanked by the AFO, but here is
sting with the baseball bat to beat them down. The AFO didn’t
do anything, so maybe Sting just broke up the presentation of
a lovely bowling trophy.

Christian Cage is ticked off and walks away from Jurassic
Express’  interview.  The  Express  doesn’t  think  much  of
ReDDragon’s records but they can have a title shot next week
anyway.

Thunder Rosa is ready for Nyla Rose at Championship Fight
Night on April 16.



Jamie Hayter isn’t shaking Toni Storm’s hand because she wants
to win the Owen Hart tournament.

Owen Hart Foundation Qualifying Match: Hikaru Shida vs. Julia
Hart

Hart still has the eye patch and sends the Varsity Blonds to
the back. Hart gets in a shot in the corner which has Shida
mad as we take an early break. Back with Shida pounding away
and hitting a running knee in the corner. Hart rakes the eyes
to get off of Shida’s shoulders though and a splits bulldog
gets two. What looked to be Twisted Bliss only has Hart’s
knees hitting the mat though and Shida elbows her down. Shida
hits a spinning knee though and the Falcon Arrow is good for
the pin at 7:40.

Rating: D+. Yozwa this didn’t work very well, as they felt
like they were on different pages at times. The moves weren’t
connecting very well, they didn’t seem to be communicating and
it was just awkward throughout. It’s rare to see a match go
this badly in AEW but this was a pretty bad showing.

Post  match  Serena  Deeb  comes  out  for  a  kendo  stick/chair
showdown with Shida before bailing. This feud MUST CONTINUE
you see.

Shane Strickland had a good time at the Grammys but here is
Team Taz to jump him. Keith Lee makes the save and drives
Powerhouse Hobbs through a wall.

AAA Tag Team Titles/Ring Of Honor Tag Team Titles: FTR vs.
Young Bucks

The Bucks are challenging. Harwood headlocks Matt down to
start and it’s off to Dax to do the same to Nick. An armdrag
into an armbar keeps Nick down but everyone comes in for the
big staredown. We settle down to Dax taking Matt down with a
headlock, setting up double Sharpshooters from FTR. Nick rakes
the Wheeler’s eyes for the break and it’s Matt hitting a



middle rope elbow on Wheeler.

The Bret Hart pose sets up the tag off to Nick and we take a
break. Back with Wheeler suplexing his way out of trouble but
Matt cuts off the tag attempt. Harwood Matt outside though and
kicks his way over for the tag off to Harwood. House is
cleaned with Harwood chopping away in the corner and getting
two off a small package. Matt’s backslide (with Harwood’s
shoulder  not  on  the  mat)  gets  two,  as  does  Harwood’s
piledriver.  The  PowerPlex  is  loaded  up  but  Nick  cuts  off
Wheeler with a super hurricanrana.

A  dropkick/bulldog  combination  connects  but  Harwood
brainbusters Nick on the floor. Wheeler Gory Bombs Matt for
two but what looks like a low blow takes Wheeler down. The Big
Rig gets two on Wheeler and More Bang For Your Buck connects
for the same. Nick gets in a belt shot for two more on Wheeler
but Harwood dives in for the save.

There’s a double superkick to Harwood and the BTE Trigger
gets….a Dusty Finish, as Wheeler gets his foot on the ropes
just before three, meaning the pin is called off. The Meltzer
Driver is loaded up but Harwood makes the save, setting up a
slingshot powerbomb to Matt. The Tombstone plants Matt and,
after the double kiss, the Big Rig retains the titles at
20:00.

Rating: A. This is what you can get when you tone the Bucks
down. Two superkicks, one or two flips. It was much, much
better than their usual stuff and a high quality match instead
of  their  usual  junk  food  wrestling.  The  Bucks  are  very
impressive athletes, but there are times where they want to
remind you of that a bit too much. Have someone to keep them
on more of a leash and you get an instant classic like this.

At the same time, FTR can do absolutely no wrong at the
moment. They did this in NXT and they are doing it in AEW.
These  guys  are  just  great  and  are  becoming  must  see



television. That isn’t something that has been the case in tag
wrestling since probably Edge and Christian vs. the Hardys vs.
the Dudleyz and that was 20+ years ago. Awesome stuff here and
absolutely worth seeing.

Overall Rating: B+. The main event absolutely lifted this show
up as, aside from maybe the opener, it wasn’t exactly great.
This was the week where they moved things forward for later
though and you can see a lot of what they are going for at the
next Battle of the Belts. FTR is an amazing team at the moment
though and that’s about all you need to remember from this
show. Check out that main event for sure.

Results
Adam Cole b. Christian Cage – Boom
Samoa Joe b. Max Caster – MuscleBuster
Shawn Dean b. Shawn Spears – Rollup
Hardys b. Butcher and the Blade – Swanton Bomb through a table
to Blade
Hikaru Shida b. Julia Hart – Falcon Arrow
FTR b. Young Bucks – Big Rig to Matt

 

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/


Rampage  –  March  25,  2022:
Nice And Smooth
Rampage
Date: March 25, 2022
Location: HEB Center, Cedar Park, Texas
Commentators: Taz, Chris Jericho, Excalibur

We are back on Friday and that means we should be in for the
heavy wrestling show. There is also a title match this week as
Shane Strickland gets to challenge Ricky Starks for the FTW
Title. Other than that, hometown boy Dustin Rhodes is facing
Lance Archer in a bid for revenge from months ago. Let’s get
to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Lance Archer vs. Dustin Rhodes

Archer drags one of Rhodes’ students to the ring but here is
Dustin for the save. Hold on though as Dustin has to beat up
Dan Lambert (who is still managing Archer, despite them not
being together much lately) but Archer makes the save. They
head inside with Archer knocking him around and hitting him in
the head. Dustin fights back up and knocks him outside, only
to miss the flip dive off the apron.

Back in and Dustin is bleeding from the ear, with the blood on
Archer’s  hands  for  a  good  visual.  A  twisting  middle  rope
splash gives Archer two and we take a break. Back with Jericho
pointing out that Archer’s hoot is unlaced before Archer bites
Dustin’s  finger.  Dustin  fights  up  anyway  and  hits  some
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clotheslines but the snap powerslam is countered into a belly
to belly.

The bulldog gets Dustin out of trouble and the Cross Rhodes
connects for two. Archer is back up with a chokeslam for the
same  but  the  Black  Out  is  escaped  as  Dustin…well  just
collapses. Back up and Archer tries to send him into the
corner but gets sent face first into the exposed buckle (which
apparently was exposed earlier), allowing Dustin to grab a
jackknife rollup for the pin at 9:32.

Rating: C. Ok they got me with the surprise here, though
Dustin winning a match over anyone with value is a bit of an
odd choice. I’m not sure why Archer needed to lose here, but
at least Rhodes didn’t lose in his hometown. Granted he could
have lost at any other time and it would have been fine, but
it did come after a decent enough match. Rather surprising
ending though.

Post match Archer hits Rhodes with the steps to bust him open
before beating up Dustin’s students for daring to try a save.
The chokeslam through the table leaves Rhodes laying.

Jay Lethal starts laughing about his loss last week and says
he can’t get past the two blemishes on his record. He took
Adam Cole and Ricky Starks to the limit and they both had to
cheat to beat him. That should make his proud, but all he sees
are the losses and them getting opportunities. He needs a
better way and is off to find it.

Fuego del Sol is here to talk about how close he has gotten to
a bunch of big wins. He made these people chant his name
because they believed in him. That makes him want the House of
Black, so the lights go off and the entire House is in the
ring with Fuego. The beatdown doesn’t take long but here is
the Dark Order to stare down the House of Black. Tensions seem
to be boiling.

The Men of the Year say the TNT/Co-TNT Titles are no longer



subject to open challenges. Therefore, if you want a title
shot, you better bring a good resume. If you want a shot, get
it the hard way, because the open door is closed.

ReDRagon vs. Dark Order

5 and 10 for the Order here with O’Reilly kicking 5’s leg out
to start. Angels slips out of a double suplex and sends Fish
outside, setting up the rolling tag to 10. A lifting wristlock
takes O’Reilly down and a double middle rope shoulder drops
ReDRagon. We take a break and come back with 10 hitting a
clothesline out of the corner and making it over for the tag
(even as O’Reilly chokes him). The hot tag brings in 5 to
clean house but O’Reilly reverses a northern lights suplex
into a guillotine. 10 spinebusters Fish onto the two of them
for  the  save,  earning  himself  stereo  kicks  to  the  face.
Chasing the Dragon finishes 5 at 6:59.

Rating: C. This was close to a squash for ReDRagon and that’s
what it needed to be. The Dark Order may be a fun team but
they aren’t at ReDRagon’s level in any important way. Odds are
ReDRagon is going after the titles again soon so they need to
win matches like this to build them up after their Revolution
loss.

Post match the beatdown stays on but the Jurassic Express
makes the save. Cue Adam Cole to steal the Tag Team Titles.

Nyla Rose and Vickie Guerrero say they interrupted Thunder
Rosa on Dynamite because they wanted to disrespect Thunder
Rosa. Now Rose is going to show how dominant she can be.

Thunder Rosa has plans for Rose and Guerrero.

Nyla Rose vs. Madi Wrenkowski

A backsplash into the Beast Bomb finishes Madi at 42 seconds.
Of note: Madi is a Thunder Rosa student, so Rose is making it
personal.



Here are QT Marshall and Aaron Solow to present Hook with the
Certificate of Accomplishment. Cue Hook, with Marshall saying
that he isn’t the kind of trainer to feel jealous when the
student surpasses him. We see the award, with Hook sending
Solow face first into it. Hook goes to leave but Danhausen
pops up to curse him. That does nothing for Hook, who keeps
walking to leave Danhausen confused.

Ricky Starks says the last time Shane Strickland had a house,
he got ejected from it. Strickland laughs it off and says this
is the same Starks he has always heard. Tonight, Strickland is
going to take the FTW Title. Mark Henry doesn’t like this
getting a bit too personal so he goes to the catchphrase.

FTW Title: Ricky Starks vs. Shane Strickland

Starks, with Powerhouse Hobbs, is challenging. Feeling out
process to start but Starks takes him down and poses in the
corner. Back up and Strickland drops to the mat to avoid a
clothesline, nips up, and hits a headscissors into a great
dropkick to cap off an awesome sequence. Starks is back up to
send him into the corner though and we take a break. We come
back with Starks hitting a tornado DDT for two and grabbing a
seated abdominal stretch.

Strickland is back to his feet for a jumping knee to the face,
setting up the middle rope uppercut to the back. Strickland
goes up top but jams his knee coming back down, meaning he has
to block the Roshambo attempt. Starks is knocked outside and
Strickland follows him out with a running shooting star off
the apron. Back in and the Swerve Stomp gets two but the half
nelson driver is broken up. A rollup is countered and the
kickout sends Strickland to the floor, allowing Hobbs to take
him out. Now the Roshambo can retain the title at 11:21.

Rating: B-. I know it is his reputation, but my goodness it
can be fun to swatch Strickland. He is so smooth in the ring
and he makes this look like an art. You don’t see someone who



can do that very often and it was fun to see again here.
Strickland got cheated out of the win, though I really could
have gone for him not being pinned here. Starks is a promising
star too and it is nice to see him getting back to some longer
matches after his injury.

Post match Starks’ entourage pull up a Starks banner but Keith
Lee pops up behind it and comes in to help Strickland go after
Team Taz to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This was an entertaining enough show and
some of that was due to the pace slowing down just a hair.
There were entrances for the opener and I got more of a
feeling  that  things  were  given  a  chance  to  breathe.  Good
enough show here, though it didn’t have any kind of a standout
match this week.

Results
Dustin Rhodes b. Lance Archer – Jackknife rollup
ReDRagon b. Dark Order – Chasing The Dragon to 5
Nyla Rose b. Madi Wrenkowski – Beast Bomb
Ricky Starks b. Shane Strickland – Roshambo
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Rampage – March 18, 2022: The
Night Shift
Rampage
Date: March 18, 2022
Location: Freeman Coliseum, San Antonio, Texas
Commentators: Excalibur, Taz, Ricky Starks

We’re on late this week due to the NCAA Tournament so I’m not
sure what kind of an audience this show is going to have. The
good thing is Rampage is rarely the show that features a lot
of important developments, but it does offer some good action
more often than not. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Butcher vs. Darby Allin

Sting is in Allin’s corner. Allin charges right at him to
start but gets sent into the corner and out to the floor. Back
up on the apron and Allin slaps him in the face. They change
places though and Allin hits a hard suicide dive into the
barricade. Back in and Allin starts working on the hand but
Butcher knocks him down again as Jericho talks about how a
hand  injury  could  hurt  Butcher’s  music  career.  A  hard
clothesline drops Allin and they head outside, with Butcher
glaring at Sting.

We take a break and come back with Butcher putting on a Texas
cloverleaf but Allin makes the ropes. Butcher picks him up on
the  floor  and  swings  him  into  the  barricade/steps.  Allin
fights up and knocks him down for a change, setting up the
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Coffin Drop from the top to the floor, which is actually good
for a countout win at 10:41.

Rating: C+. I can go with a curve in the end as it spiced
things up a bit here. Butcher looked like a good monster and
that is something that will always have a place in a wrestling
company. Allin needs something a little bigger than a feud
with Andrade and company though, like perhaps just a feud with
Andrade for a change.

Post match the AFO comes in for the beatdown but the Hardys
run in for the save. Matt issues the challenge for an eight
man Texas Tornado match next week, with the answer coming
later.

Dan Lambert and company brag about winning the TNT Title and
beating up Tay Conti, though they’re worried that signing
Paige VanZant’s contract on her gave the contract an STD.

Leyla Hirsch vs. Red Velvet

The fight starts on the ramp and Velvet hits a suplex to take
Hirsch down. They get inside for the opening bell with Velvet
hammering away as much as she can. Hirsch knocks her into the
ropes and starts choking away as we take a break. Back with
Velvet firing off some kicks but a bit one is countered into a
suplex. A German suplex sets up a cross armbreaker but Velvet
makes  it  to  the  ropes.  Hirsch  goes  for  her  turnbuckle
connector but here is Kris Statlander to take it away. The
distraction lets Velvet hit a spinning kick to the face for
the pin at 8:00.

Rating: C. Velvet is someone who needs a good opponent to rein
her in and Hirsch did well enough here, even if this was much
more about the Statlander/Hirsch stuff. I don’t see Velvet
going very far but she is a name that has been at least
somewhat  established  around  here.  Not  exactly  a  thrilling
match but they have both done worse.



QT Marshall talks about his mom being so upset over what Hook
did to him that she even called him. Apparently he went to the
same high school as Bruce Springsteen and offers to give Hook
the QT Marshall Certificate Of Accomplishment next week.

House Of Black vs. Fuego del Sol/Bear Country

Malakai Black sweeps Bear Bronson’s leg to start so it’s off
to Fuego. Black kicks him down and knees Bear Boulder in the
face. Buddy Matthews comes in for a few shots before Brody
King gets to come in and wreck everyone. Bounder looks to
stare the House down but it’s a series of strikes to set up
King’s big lariat. Fuego comes in and goes after all three,
including an enziguri to Black. King misses the big lariat but
Matthews  runs  Fuego  over.  Black  and  King  take  out  Bear
Country, leaving Matthews to hit the former Murphy’s Law to
pin Fuego at 3:19.

Rating: C. It was nice to see this be the squash that it
should have been as I was half expecting it to go a lot longer
than it needed to. The House of Black is a dominant enough
faction and they looked good here, with Matthews and King
getting the change to shine over the leader. I’m sure they’ll
have to have their big showdown with Death Triangle whenever
they’re all together, but I’d like to see where they go from
there.

Penta Obscuro wants to destroy the House of Black.

Max Caster is ready to take out Keith Lee, with Bowens saying
Lee sounds like King Henry VIII. Lee tells them to be prepared
for pain because they are his stepping stone.

Keith Lee vs. Max Caster

Caster’s rap makes various Texas references, including saying
people will remember Lee like the Alamo. Caster goes for the
knee to start but Lee grabs him by the arm for some driving
shoulders. Lee knocks him down again but Powerhouse Hobbs



comes to the stage as we take a break. Back with Bowens
choking Lee from the floor so Caster can get in some crossface
shots. Lee fights up and Pounces Caster, setting up the Big
Bang Catastrophe for the pin at 9:45.

Rating: C-. Lee is little more than signature moves at this
point and while they still look good, this wasn’t a match I’ll
ever need to see again. Caster isn’t exactly great in the ring
in the first place and Lee can’t move very well anymore. It
was longer than it needed to be and not very good either,
making this a pretty weak main event.

Post match Hobbs and Starks go after Lee but Shane Strickland
makes the save.

Overall Rating: C. Maybe it was the show being on so late but
I wasn’t feeling this one as much as usual. Granted there is a
good chance that they took things more slowly tonight because
they knew no one was going to be watching and if so, fair
enough. The wrestling was ok at best and the best thing about
it was that it was only an hour, so this wasn’t one of the
better Rampages.

Results
Darby Allin b. Butcher via countout
Red Velvet b. Leyla Hirsch – Spinning kick to the head
House Of Black b. Bear Country/Fuego del Sol – Spinning Samoan
drop to del Sol
Keith Lee b. Max Caster – Big Bang Catastrophe
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Dynamite  –  March  16,  2022
(St. Patrick’s Day Slam): It
Was A Long Time Coming
Dynamite
Date: March 16, 2022
Location: Freeman Coliseum, San Antonio, Texas
Commentators: Excalibur, Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone

It’s time for another major show with St. Patrick’s Day Slam
and we actually have a rematch from last year’s edition. This
week will see Thunder Rosa challenging Britt Baker for the
Women’s Title inside a cage following their classic war last
year. Other than that, Wardlow gets his TNT Title shot so
let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Jurassic Express/Hangman Page vs. Adam Cole/ReDRagon

Jungle Boy hurricanranas Cole down to start but gets sent into
the corner so Fish can come in to crank on the arm. That
doesn’t last long as it’s off to Luchasaurus, who sends the
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villains outside but gets kicked off the apron. Fish posts him
to take over and it’s time to work over the leg back inside.
O’Reilly twists the knee around but Luchasaurus fights his way
out and the hot tag brings in Page to clean house.

A sitout powerbomb gets two on Fish and Jungle Boy hits a big
flip dive over Page to take out all three villains. Back in
and the good guys go up top and it’s a triple moonsault off
the same corner (Luchasaurus from the apron, Page from the top
to the floor and Jungle Boy from the top onto Fish) for the
big wipe out crash and a near fall. Back in and ReDRagon is
back up with the running strikes in the corner to Jungle Boy
and we take a break.

We come back with Luchasaurus coming in to clean house with
kicks and chokeslams. What looks to be a Doomsday Device is
broken up though and O’Reilly gets a kneebar on Luchasaurus.
Page is caught in a guillotine but drives it into O’Reilly for
the save. It’s off to Page vs. Cole for the strike off until
Page hits the Deadeye. Everything breaks down and Jungle Boy
hits a double Doomsday Device for two as Fish has to make the
save. Back up and Cole hits the Boom on Jungle Boy for the pin
at 13:49.

Rating:  B.  This  is  the  match  that  you  should  have  been
expecting from these guys and it was quite the showcase as a
result. Cole getting the pin makes sense and at least it was
in a six man instead of in a regular tag match so it doesn’t
hurt Jungle Boy as much. I’m not sure why we are setting up
Cole vs. Page again but it should make for a good main event
on a big Dynamite.

Team Taz mocks Keith Lee and tell him that he’ll get another
beating if he shows up on Rampage this week. Lee threatens to
punch  out  Ricky  Starks  again  and  says  he’ll  see  them  on
Friday.

Bryan Danielson/Jon Moxley vs. Chuck Taylor/Wheeler Yuta



William Regal is on commentary. JR: “William Regal, can you
control  these  two?”  Regal:  “Of  course  not.”  As  Regal  has
Danhausen explained to him, Moxley and Danielson jump the two
of them to start fast. Yuta gets kneed in the ribs and Moxley
adds a suplex for two. Some choking in the corner keeps Yuta
down and Danielson comes back in to stomp on the arm as Regal
talks about selling jam.

Yuta manages to get over for the tag to Taylor for some house
cleaning, including a single leg crab on Danielson. The tag
brings Moxley back in anyway and a kick to the face gets
Danielson out of trouble. Danielson comes back in to grab an
Indian deathlock on Taylor and a superplex gets two. We take a
break and come back with Yuta hitting a dropkick and running
forearm on Moxley, who runs him over with a clothesline. A
Hart Attack gets two on Yuta but he fights back, only to get
suplexed back down. The bulldog choke finishes Yuta at 11:46.

Rating: C+. It was mostly a squash, but it was longer than it
needed to be as Moxley and Danielson should be running through
people. Yuta got to fight a bit and that is a good thing,
though at the same time it didn’t exactly make Danielson and
Moxley look dominant. The two of them will be looking for some
bigger competition soon though and that is what will matter
most.

Post match Regal gets in the ring and Yuta offers to join up,
earning a slap in the face. Yuta stares at Regal, who says
something to him and Yuta leaves.

FTR seems happy to have fired Tully Blanchard but the Young
Bucks come in to say it doesn’t matter who manages FTR because
they’re just not that good.

The Acclaimed is ready for Keith Lee but Team Taz cuts them
off for a pep talk. Shane Strickland comes in and says he’ll
steal Ricky Starks’ spotlight. Strickland leaves and Caster
wonders if Strickland was supposed to be a rapper.



Here is the Jericho Appreciation Society, with the fans still
singing along with Judas. Matt Lee asks if the fans love
singing that song and says that if it were up to him, there
would be no song or singing, but Jericho is a better man than
him. That is why Jericho deserves to be praised, for his
contributions as a human being.

Jericho says the earth has been around for 4.5 billion years
and you are lucky enough to be around during his era. We hear
about some of the things he has done (including angles and
promos (his words)) and how he has helped build companies,
just like AEW. Instead of praising him though, people have
said some very hurtful things about him on social media. Eddie
Kingston was mean to him by making him tap out at Revolution
but he isn’t coming out here.

Jericho isn’t a wrestler but rather a sports entertainer.
Daniel Garcia grabs the mic and says he is one too. Jericho
talks about a car crash on January 6, 2019 when a bunch of
wrestlers were in a car crash so he donated thousands of
dollars to help them. One of those men was Garcia, who was
starting to get better.

As for 2.0, it’s a bad name from bad creative, so they are now
using their real names: Angelo Parker and Matt Mirand. His
former best friend Kevin asks Jericho to put them on Talk Is
Jericho so they could hopefully get a job. Jericho saw the
passion in them and helped them get to AEW. Then there is Jake
Hager, who is Jericho’s ride or die man. Hager says they beat
up pro wrestlers, with Jericho saying this is the start of the
era of the Sports Entertainer. This felt more like the Jericho
I was hoping to see, but him running another heel stable isn’t
the most interesting thing.

Video on Serena Deeb vs. Hikaru Shida.

TNT Title: Wardlow vs. Scorpio Sky

Sky is defending and has Dan Lambert and company with him.



Wardlow gets taken into the corner to start but Wardlow powers
out and heads outside for a staredown with Paige VanZant.
Paige’s husband gets in his face so Wardlow loads up the
powerbomb, allowing Sky to hit a basement dropkick as we take
a break.

Back with Wardlow in trouble but Sky has to punch his way out
of a powerbomb out of the corner. The TKO is countered into a
spinebuster  and  there’s  the  first  powerbomb.  Two  more
powerbombs  make  it  worse  but  a  distraction  breaks  up  the
fourth. Sky rolls to the floor but here is Shawn Spears,
complete with some chairs, to offer a distraction. The referee
yells at Spears, allowing MJF to come in with the Dynamite
Diamond  to  knock  Wardlow  silly.  That’s  enough  for  Sky  to
retain the title at 9:20.

Rating: C+. I was expecting to see Wardlow win the title here
but this is hardly some terrible decision. Wardlow getting to
wring MJF’s neck should be fine and it will likely take place
after MJF brings in a few hired goons to try to slow Wardlow
down. I can also go with Sky getting a longer run with the
title, as he is a bit different than most of the champions so
far.

Post match Wardlow goes after MJF but gets chaired down by
Spears, allowing VanZant’s husband to choke him out. Spears
adds a chair to the head and MJF adds the Dynamite Diamond
punch.

Jade Cargill and Mark Sterling want someone to step up to be
her 30th victim.

Hardys vs. Private Party

Matt cranks on Quen’s wrist to start and it’s off to Jeff
(strong reaction) and the Hardys hit their double elbow and
Poetry In Motion. The chinlock goes on before it’s back to
Matt, who gets taken into the wrong corner. A double elbow
takes Matt down and a legdrop/standing shooting star press



combination (mocking the Hardys’ sequence) gets two. Matt gets
sent outside for a crash and we take a break.

Back with Kassidy hitting a running flip dive tot he floor on
Matt,  followed  by  an  assisted  boot  to  the  face  for  two.
Kassidy mocks Jeff with his own dance and Matt is over for the
tag to Jeff a few seconds later. Jeff comes in and cleans
house, including the middle rope splash for two on Kassidy.
Everything breaks down and the Silly String is broken up,
leaving the Hardys to hit stereo Twists of Fate. The Swanton
finishes Kassidy at 12:17.

Rating: C+. The Hardys got a big reaction but it was just a
Hardys match. I get why the team was put back together for a
(or another) nostalgia run, but that’s about all it is. I’ve
been watching the Hardys for almost twenty five years now and
it isn’t like they haven’t been together in the last ten years
or so. It was nice for a bit of a smile, but I’m not likely to
get this excited over a team that I’ve seen together so many
times.

Post match the AFO comes out to threaten the Hardys but Sting
and Darby Allin make the save.

Red Velvet is ready for Leyla Hirsch on Rampage.

Women’s Title: Britt Baker vs. Thunder Rosa

Rosa, the hometown girl, is challenging in a cage (more like
the Cell, as there is room on the floor) and gets played to
the ring by a live band. Baker is in Scott Hall style gear and
it’s a feeling out process to start. Rosa gets in a kick to
the face and a clothesline and rakes Baker’s face into the
cage. Some not very great right hands in the corner have Baker
busted open and they head outside. Baker manages to send her
into the cage for a breather and we take a break.

Back with Baker missing a chair shot so Rosa sends her into
the corner for a running dropkick. The referee gets bumped



though and it’s the Fire Thunder Driver for no count on Baker.
That’s not enough to hold Baker down as she comes back and
makes a pile of chairs. A super Air Raid Crash onto the chairs
rocks Rosa as another referee runs in to count the delayed
two.

With Rosa mostly done, Baker piles up six chairs (two on top
of  four)  but  Rosa  sends  her  into  the  cage,  sending  her
crashing onto the chairs. Baker busts out a superkick and
grabs a bag of thumbtacks (in the match’s required call back,
though JR wondering why those are there is funny).

Rosa loads up a powerbomb but gets backdropped onto the tacks,
meaning she can try Lockjaw. That’s broken up with a bite to
the hand before Rosa slams the other hand into the tacks. A
powerbomb (with Rosa kind of falling) sends Baker into the
tacks but she gets in a chair to the head. Rosa shrugs it off
and hits the Fire Thunder Driver onto the tacks to win the
title at 17:34.

Rating: B. It was another violent match, but this comes at the
end of a story that felt like we were just sitting around
waiting on this since last year when Rosa beat her in the
first place. That has been the problem with all of Baker’s
reign, as it has been a countdown to Rosa beating her again to
get the title. As for the match itself, it was a brutal fight,
though having so many violent and bloody matches in the last
few months takes away some of its impact.

Confetti falls and Dustin Rhodes comes in to celebrate with
Rosa to end the show.

Overall Rating: B+. Another good show, though it was still
missing a little something to take it up to the next level. I
don’t know if that’s the show focusing on a pair of rematches
or something else, but it was only very good instead of great.
Still though, I can certainly live with that as this was
another awesome show with the opener and main event being more



than enough to carry things.

Results
Adam Cole/ReDRagon b. Hangman Page/Jurassic Express – Boom to
Jungle Boy
Jon  Moxley/Bryan  Danielson  b.  Wheel  Yuta/Chuck  Taylor  –
Bulldog choke to Yuta
Scorpio Sky b. Wardlow – Pin after a Dynamite Diamond punch
from MJF
Hardys b. Private Party – Swanton Bomb to Kassidy
Thunder Rosa b. Britt Baker – Fire Thunder Driver onto tacks
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We’re back to the Friday show this time around and we are
still  in  the  fallout  from  Revolution.  The  big  story  on
Dynamite was the debut of Jeff Hardy to reunite with his
brother, which should make for a major story going forward.
This  week’s  main  event  will  feature  the  debut  of  Shane
Strickland, which should work out rather well. Let’s get to
it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Marq Quen vs. Darby Allin

Sting and Isiah Kassidy are here too, but we don’t have time
to intro them because we need to go straight to the ring
thirty seconds into the show. As we go to a split screen of
Jeff Hardy debuting, Allin takes over with a headlock but Quen
fights up and sends him into the corner to take over. Some
stomping has Allin in trouble and Quen hits a shoulder to the
ribs in the corner. Allin hits a hiptoss for a breather but
Quen goes to the apron and pulls Allin down onto it with him
as we take a break.

Back with Allin hitting a superplex for two but Quen knocks
him down and hits a backflip stomp/knees to the stomach for
two. A flipping Downward Spiral gives Quen two, only to have
Allin come back with a reverse DDT. The Coffin Drop is loaded
up but Kassidy offers a distraction, which draws over Sting
for the save. Quen knocks Allin off the top and hits a 450 to
the floor before taking it back inside. Quen’s shooting star
press misses though and Allin grabs a Fujiwara armbar for the
tap at 11:49.

Rating: C+. Allin continues to be worth a watch every time and
that is a great thing. He knows how to excite the fans and get
them into whatever he is doing and not a lot of wrestlers can
say that. You also have Quen, who can do some amazing high
flying, but using a 450 to the floor 40 seconds before you

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/03/04/rampage-march-4-2022-they-stole-the-show/


lose is a bit much.

Post match the AHFO comes out to go after Allin and Sting but
the Hardys make the save.

Dan Lambert talks about Larry Zbyszko and Bruno Sammartino to
set up Wardlow vs. Scorpio Sky for the TNT Title on Dynamite.
Sky promises to retain the title and his streak.

The House of Black loves violence and seems to threaten Death
Triangle.

Mercedes Martinez vs. Jamie Hayter

Britt Baker and Rebel are here too. Hayter takes her down with
a  headlock  to  start,  with  Martinez  reversing  into  a
headscissors for a standoff. Back up and Hayter takes her into
the corner before an exchange of shoulders lets them stare at
each other again. Hayter stomps her down in the corner to take
over again though and we take a break. We come back with
Martinez rolling a few butterfly suplexes for two. Hayter is
back with an Irish Curse for two and a shot to the head rocks
Martinez. Hayter heads up but gets German suplexed HARD back
down. Baker offers a distraction though and Hayter hits a
clothesline for the pin at 9:30.

Rating: C-. I wasn’t feeling this one as Martinez has lost all
of her interest in recent weeks and Hayter is little more than
Baker’s muscle. It didn’t help that the first half of the
match  was  pretty  dull  stuff  and  Hayter  only  needed  a
clothesline to win. Not their best stuff, but it felt like a
bit of a clash as both of them have done far better before.

Post match the beatdown is on but Thunder Rosa runs in with a
chair for the save.

Hikaru Shida is back and hopes Serena Deeb missed her. She
promises to cut Deeb’s head off.

Keith Lee vs. QT Marshall



Lee powers him up by the arm to start but Marshall gets in a
poke to the eye. Marshall mocks the BASK IN HIS GLORY, earning
himself the Grizzly Magnum chop. The Uncle Phil Biel sends
Marshall flying but he gets in a Stunner over the top rope. A
missile  dropkick  puts  Lee  down  but  he’s  back  up  with  a
clothesline. The Big Bang Catastrophe is blocked so Marshall
hits an enziguri. The cutter is countered and Lee runs through
him with a shoulder. Now the Big Bang Catastrophe can finish
Marshall at 3:48.

Rating: C. They had me worried about this one as Marshall was
getting in a bit too much offense here for a bit. The good
thing is that Lee won with his big move at the end. There is
something cool about watching Lee run through people and throw
them around, but dang that man is rather large. He might need
to slim down a bit, just for the sake of looking a bit better.

Post match Aaron Solo and Nick Comoroto come in for the failed
beatdown attempts. Powerhouse Hobbs and Ricky Starks come in
as well though and Hobbs hits a good spinebuster to drop Lee.

Tony  Nese  and  Shane  Strickland  have  their  face  to  face
showdown.

Tony Nese vs. Shane Strickland

Strickland takes him down by the wrist but Nese is back up
without much trouble. A missed charge into the corner sets up
an anklescissors takes Nese down and a basement dropkick makes
it worse. Nese gets sent outside, where Strickland kicks him
in  the  chest  from  the  apron.  A  cheap  shot  gives  Nese  a
breather though and we take a break.

Back with Nese blocking an uppercut and hitting a neck snap
across the top. Nese misses the moonsault though and it’s a
tilt-a-whirl powerslam, with Strickland rolling into a suplex
for  two.  Strickland  goes  up  top  but  gets  pulled  into  a
gutbuster. A good looking 450 gives Nese two but Strickland
sends him to the apron for a running double stomp. Back in and



a rolling Downward Spiral gets two and the Swerve Stomp (top
rope double stomp) finishes at 13:01.

Rating: B-. Good match and Strickland looked awesome in his
debut, but this was a perfect example of a match that could
have been trimmed down. It’s ok to have Nese get in a few
moves and then lose in about six minutes instead of going more
than  double  that.  Leave  the  fans  wanting  to  see  more  of
Strickland rather than running him through so much in his
first match.

Overall  Rating:  C+.  This  was  a  downgrade  over  the  usual
Rampages, but it was by no means a bad show. Strickland looked
good and they did some nice enough stuff in the other matches,
but it is still such an oddly paced show. It feels like they
have to rush through everything so they can fit in their
longer matches, even when they could be done just as well with
a few minutes cut off from each. The show comes off like
something that was entertaining on paper but it isn’t exactly
great when it airs.

Results
Darby Allin b. Marq Quen – Fujiwara armbar
Jamie Hayter b. Mercedes Martinez – Clothesline
Keith Lee b. QT Marshall – Big Bang Catastrophe
Shane Strickland b. Tony Nese – Swerve Stomp
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