NXT - April 12, 2022: The
British Are Coming And The
British Are Here

NXT

Date: April 12, 2022

Location: Capitol Sports Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators Vic Joseph, Wade Barrett

It’s another huge week around here as we have a series of
title matches. This includes a guaranteed new champion as the
vacant Tag Team Titles are on the line in a gauntlet match.
Other than that, there are two title matches as the North
American and Women’s Titles are on the line as well. Let’s get
to it.

Here are last week'’'s results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at Bron Breakker retaining the NXT
Title over Gunther to send him to Smackdown, only to have Joe
Gacy and Harland kidnap Breakker’s father Rick Steiner.
Because of course they did.

North American Title: Cameron Grimes vs. Solo Sikoa

Grimes 1is defending and misses a running kick to the face to
start. Sikoa’'s waistlock is countered into an armbar and Sikoa
can’t do much to get out of it. The hold is finally broken up
so they shake hands, though Grimes says Sikoa’s Bloodline can
kiss his grits. An enziguri knocks Sikoa to the floor and the
apron flip dive takes us to a break.

Back with Grimes hitting a bridging German suplex for two but
the Cave In misses. Sikoa hits the running Umaga Attack in the
corner for two and it’s time to slug it out. Grimes’ flipping
powerslam gets two but Sikoa knocks him down again. The
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Superfly Splash is broken up by an invading Trick Williams,
allowing Grimes (not sure if he saw Williams) to hit the Cave
In to retain at 13:11.

Rating: C+. The ending should tell you where some stories are
going, though Grimes retaining is a good sign. He finally won
something and now setting up his title reign with a win gives
me some hope. Grimes will have to beat Hayes in a regular
match at some point so they might as well get there now.

Post match Williams and Carmelo Hayes beat Grimes down.

We go over the gauntlet match but Grayson Waller/Sanga
interrupt so Waller can brag about how easy of a win it 1is
going to be.

Video on Pretty Deadly attacking the Creed Brothers again last
week. The Creeds demand revenge.

The Creeds draw their numbers and seem happy.

Here is Bron Breakker for a chat and he isn’t happy with what
Joe Gacy and Harland did to Rick Steiner. Gacy pops up on
screen and says they beat up Steiner but then let him go,
which started teaching them about Breakker himself. They still
have Rick’s Hall of Fame ring, which they throw in a fire,
leaving Breakker stunned/silent. Throw the feud in with it if
you can.

We look at Toxic Attraction winning the Women’s Tag Team
Titles back last week.

Toxic Attraction brags about their win, with Mandy Rose
promising to beat Dakota Kai tonight because the team is that
good.

Von Wagner destroys Jacket Time in the back. That should take
care of his match with Kushida

An angry Bron Breakker gets in his car and leaves.



Here are Robert Stone and Von Wagner to say Jacket Time 1is
done. Hold on though as here is Ikemen Jiro to go after Wagner
on his own.

Von Wagner vs. Ikemen Jiro

Jiro 1is banged up but slugs away on Wagner anyway. Wagner runs
him over but Jiro is back up with the jacket punches. That'’s
too much for Wagner, who hits him in the face and hits the
Death Valley Driver for the pin at 2:57.

Post match the attractive yet still unnamed woman tells Wagner
to do more, which sees Jiro tossed from the ring and into the
crowd.

Nikkita Lyons is ready to step up around here but Lash Legend
kicks her in the face.

Video on Pretty Deadly, who dominated the United Kingdom and
can do it here too. They started with the Creed Brothers and
it’'s time to win the Tag Team Titles.

Pretty Deadly draw their numbers and dance off.

Women’'s Title: Dakota Kai vs. Mandy Rose

Rose is defending and has the rest of Toxic Attraction with
her. Kai goes straight at her to start but gets taken down,
allowing Rose to pose. A crucifix gives Kai two and she hits a
dropkick. Kai kicks Rose to the floor and there’s a big dive
to take out the team. We take a break and come back with Rose
working on a bodyscissors before choking in the corner.

The chinlock goes on but Kai fights out and hits a Russian
legsweep for two. Rose misses a pump kick but manages a
spinebuster for two of her own. Kai keeps up the pace with a
small package for a knee fall, setting up the Kairopractor.
Toxic Attraction offers a needed distraction though, allowing
Rose to hit the running knee to retain at 10:48.



Rating: C. NXT has somehow managed to turn Rose into a dragon
that needs to be slayed, though I don’t need it to be anytime
soon. Rose is starting to feel like a major player as champion
and that could work for a pretty long while longer. Beating
Kai might not be some huge game changer, but it is another win
under Rose’s belt before someone takes the title from her.

Post match Wendy Choo pops up to spray Toxic Attraction with
water guns. Barrett: “How old is Wendy Choo?” Better question
is how old is whoever wrote this.

Joe Gacy doesn’t like social media and the court of public
opinion. He 1is the only one who can carry NXT because Bron
Breakker is too emotional. Now he is going to control
Breakker’s 1life and tear it all down, but he’ll keep one
thing. He pulls the Hall of Fame ring out of the fire and puts
it on, because Gacy is a full on cult guy these days.

Tony D’Angelo comes up to Legado del Fantasma and offers an
envelope to Santos Escobar as a peace offering. Escobar takes
the envelope and puts it back in D’Angelo’s pocket.

Here is Cora Jade for a chat. Wrestlemania weekend was big to
her but the best part was having her parents in the second row
(Jade: “Working on front row guys.”). She held her own at
Stand & Deliver but now she NEEDS to win the Women'’s Title.
When she was eight years old, she promised to be a champion
and now she is going to work hard to be the best ever. Cue
Natalya to interrupt and Jade is stunned.

Jade goes all fangirl as Natalya is happy to be back in the
building. Jade talks about being ten years old and talking to
Natalya on Twitter after a show in Indiana. Natalya remembers
the night and knows she pointed to the right girl after that
show. She dubs Jade as the future of the women’s division...but
the future is bleak. Natalya slaps her in the face and puts on
the Sharpshooter, making Jade tap. Having Jade act like she is
a five year old meeting Santa Claus and then getting beaten up



isn’t a good idea, though Natalya putting someone in NXT over
is.

Josh Briggs and Brooks Jensen are fired up for the gauntlet
match, with Fallon Henley yelling at them to go do it.

Nathan Frazer is coming.

Draco Anthony vs. Xyon Quinn

Anthony drives him into the corner to start but Quinn reverses
for some shoulders to the ribs. Back up and Anthony blocks the
Siva Tao, earning himself the running right hand to the face.
Another punch knocks Anthony sillier and a third finishes at
2:56. Basically a squash.

Natalya comes in to see the women’s roster and, after
accepting a challenge from Tatum Paxley, tells them that
they’re all on notice. Noted.

Persia Pirotta and Indi Hartwell decide that Dexter Lumis and
Duke Hudson should team up, though the guys aren’t into it. I
knew it. I knew it. I KNEW IT! They have to take the stupidest
story they have and turn it into something even worse because
they can’t let ANYTHING ever go.

Tag Team Titles: Gauntlet Match

The titles are vacant coming in and there are five teams
entered. The Creed Brothers are in at #1 and Legado del
Fantasma are in at #2. They start fast with Wilde hitting a
big dive to the floor to drop both Creeds and the fans are
behind Legado. We settle down to Mendoza hitting some running
clotheslines on Julius, setting up a springboard flip dive to
give Wilde two. Julius gets up for the tag though and
everything breaks down with Legado getting caught in stereo
ankle locks.

Those are broken up and Julius is sent face first into the
middle buckle. There’'s a springboard missile dropkick to the



back, setting up a 450 to give Wilde two. Brutus pulls Mendoza
to the floor, leaving Julius to hit an Angle Slam. An assisted
spinebuster sets up the basement lariat to give the Creeds the
pin at 4:33.

Josh Briggs/Brooks Jensen (with Fallon Henley) are in at #3,
though Henley and Elektra Lopez get in a shoving match during
the entrances. The teams actually involved get in a brawl as
we take a break. Back with Briggs and Jensen in control and
taking apart the announcers’ table. The double powerbomb sends
Brutus through the table, leaving Julius to get punched in the
face.

Brutus is back up (because powerbombs through tables are
shrugged off) but gets knocked down again, leaving Julius to
get sitout powerbombed for two. A top rope knee/Dominator (or
close enough) combination gets two more with Brutus making the
save. Julius brings Brutus back in, though Briggs and Jensen
bring him over the top. The high/low is broken up though and
Julius’ sliding lariat is good for the pin at 13:23 (total).

Grayson Waller (still banged up) and Sanga are in at #4. Sanga
gets an easy cover for two on Julius, who slips out of a
chokeslam and starts swinging away. Waller comes in to dance a
bit and we take a break. Back again with Brutus finally
throwing Waller down and making the tag off to Julius for a
breather. Brutus starts cleaning house, including a suplex on
Sanga. It’'s back to Julius for the basement lariat to finish
Sanga at 19:49.

Pretty Deadly is in at #5 to complete the field and now I get
to try to figure out their new names, because of course they
have new names. Deadly starts dropping knees and Julius gets
caught in the wrong corner. Some right hands set up a failed
suplex attempt but it’s Wilson coming back in for a double
suplex.

Julius fights out of the corner and brings Brutus back in,



only to get caught in the corner with a running elbow. A
gutbuster drops Brutus and Julius is sent hard into the steps.
Everything breaks down and a double headbutt puts Brutus and
Wilson down. Prince gets in a cheap shot on Brutus though and
Spilt Milk (Hart Attack with a running neckbreaker instead of
a clothesline) gives Deadly the titles at 27:55.

Rating: C+. This is one of those formulas that WWE loves in
gauntlet matches, as the Creeds basically beat most of the
existing tag division before the new team beats them in the
end. It was a very long match, but the Creeds surviving so
much was getting to be a lot by the end. You can only have
them take so much before it’s hurting the teams they’'re
beating and that took place here. At the same time, Pretty
Deadly are fine choices for champions and I'm glad to see them
getting their shot on the main NXT rather than just the UK
version. It worked over there and it can over here too.

The Creeds are spent to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. The main event helped this a lot and the
three title matches felt like big deals, though the prospect
of Bron Breakker vs. Joe Gacy for any length of time doesn’t
do much for me. I do like some of the new stars coming in, as
one of the best things about the old days of NXT was the rapid
turnover of talent. You need to bring in new people and if
that means taking away some of the longer running NXT UK
stars, so be it. I liked this show for the most part and the
ending makes me even more interesting going forward, so call
it a success this week.

Results

Cameron Grimes b. Solo Sikoa — Cave In

Von Wagner b. Ikemen Jiro — Death Valley Driver

Xyon Quinn b. Draco Anthony — Running punch

Mandy Rose b. Dakota Kai — Running knee

Pretty Deadly won a gauntlet match last eliminating Creed
Brothers



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

NXT - April 5, 2022: The
Rushed Showdown

NXT

Date: April 6, 2022

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Wade Barrett, Vic Joseph

We’'re done with Stand & Deliver and while a lot of things
happened at the show, the bigger story came on Raw, as Bron
Breakker defeated Dolph Ziggler to retain the NXT Title. That
should open up a few new doors in the main event scene and I'm
curious to see which one they take first. Let’s get to it.

Here is Stand & Deliver if you need a recap.
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We open with a long recap of Stand & Deliver, plus Bron
Breakker getting the title back last night on Raw.

Here is Breakker to get things going. After waiting out some
WE WANT ZIGGLER/NO WE DON’'T chants, Breakker talks about the
things that he got to do over the weekend. He went to
Wrestlemania for the first time and got to see some of the
biggest stars. It made him realize that he was going to
headline Wrestlemania one day, but also that he wasn’t going
to let Dolph Ziggler leave Dallas with OUR NXT Title.

Now the title is home..and here is Imperium to interrupt.
Gunther says that was a nice story but it doesn’t mean
anything until Breakker faces Gunther one on one. That’s cool
with Breakker so the match is set for tonight. Cue the Creed
Brothers behind Imperium and we take a break.

Creed Brothers vs. Imperium

Joined in progress with Julius suplexing Barthel and sneering
down at him. It’'’s off to Aichner for an armdrag into an
armbar, plus some knees to the arm. Brutus punches his way out
of a slam attempt but gets shouldered down hard. Barthel comes
back in and gets gator rolled, allowing the tag off to Julius
for an exchange of headlock takeovers. Aichner hits a Regal
Roll and grabs a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker.

That doesn’t last long as it’s quickly back to Brutus, who
gets kicked in the head. Some forearms get Brutus out of
trouble and he sends Barthel outside. Aichner is back up with
a slam to send Brutus’ legs into the ropes though and we take
a break. Back with Aichner still working on Brutus’ leg until
a belly to belly cuts him off. The tag brings Julius in to
clean house but a cheap shot from behind saves Barthel.

The double running dropkick in the corner is loaded up but
only Barthel (who is bleeding from the eye after an injury
from Saturday has been opened up) hits, as Aichner walks away
instead. That leaves the Creeds to hit a kind of torture rack



slam into the sliding lariat for the pin on Barthel at 11:38.

Rating: C. You can see the Creeds getting more and more
confident in the ring as they are starting to look more
Steinerish every week. That is the kind of formula that is
always going to work and they looked good here. I liked what
we had here, but Imperium splitting isn’t exactly an appealing
prospect for the individual members not named Gunther.

Post match the Creeds celebrate but two guys in hoods come
down and nail them with chairs. They unmask as...Pretty Deadly,
former NXT UK Tag Team Champions. I like them in the UK, but
I'm not sure how well they’re going to do here. The fact that
they name themselves Elton Prince (formerly known as Lewis
Howley) and Kit Wilson (Sam Stoker) doesn’t bode well for them
either.

Toxic Attraction is ready to get their Tag Team Titles back.
They aren’t just Toxic Attraction, because they are THE
attraction.

Here is Cameron Grimes for his first chat since winning the
North American Title. Grimes says that they finally did it and
he knows his father is looking down and smiling ear to ear
because his boy did it. People talk about climbing the ladder
to success in this business and he has worked hard to prove
his dad right. That’s how he got here, as the new North
American Champion. He isn’t going to become complacent though,
because this title is going to go up and down on multiple
trips TO THE MOON!

Cue Solo Sikoa to interrupt and congratulate Grimes on the
promises he made to his father. Now we get to the hard part of
keeping the title, because championships run through Sikoa’s
blood. Man to man, Sikoa issues the challenge and Grimes says
he respects that. Challenge accepted, with Sikoa pulling him
in off the handshake but not getting violent.

Joe Gacy, with Harland, talks about the need to have someone



you can trust. Family is inherent to success and not having it
only leads to self destruction.

Draco Anthony is watching Gacy in the back when Xyon Quinn
comes in to tell him to not watch that. Anthony says not to
tell him what to do and a match is teased.

We recap Dexter Lumis/Indi Hartwell being named a hotter
couple than Duke Hudson/Persia Pirotta at Stand & Deliver.

Tiffany Stratton is mad about Sarray costing her a match last
week and promises to destroy her. And the necklace.

Dexter Lumis vs. Duke Hudson

Indi Hartwell and Persia Pirotta are here too. Barrett thinks
the votes on Saturday were rigged (North Korea is mentioned)
as Lumis hits the Thesz press and some running elbows to
start. Joseph brings up Ezekiel debuting on Raw, with Barrett
thinking he means Ezekiel Jackson (which did cross my mind
when the Titantron video aired on Monday) as Hudson takes over
and stomps away.

The chinlock goes on as Barrett is now on about Beth Phoenix
not being a real minister so Lumis and Hartwell might not even
be married. Lumis fights out and hits the spinning legdrop
while getting what he would consider fired up. A running
corner clothesline sets up the spinebuster as we shift to a
long shot of Pirotta’s face. Hudson heads outside and Lumis
follows him so the women can cause a double posting for the
double countout at 4:55.

Rating: D+. This feud continues to be just a step above a bad
infection on the level of enjoyment. The wrestling isn’t good,
the story continues to be stupid, and Lumis/Hartwell stopped
being interesting a LONG time ago. I'm not sure what NXT sees
in this going forward but it is far from good and they need to
come up with something better for everyone else involved.



Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez aren’t worried about facing
Toxic Attraction again tonight.

Gunther tells Marcel Barthel to not worry about Fabian Aichner
because the NXT Title match is what matters tonight. Barthel
doesn’t seem happy.

Women’'s Taq Team Titles: Toxic Attraction vs. Dakota

Kai/Raquel Gonzalez

Toxic Attraction is challenging. Jayne tries to choke Gonzalez
to start and Dolin makes a blind tag, only to have her
crossbody pulled out of the air. Kai comes in for a double
stomp and a dropkick gets two. Dolin gets in a cheap shot
though and Jayne adds a clothesline so Kai can get caught in
the wrong corner. A ducked right hand allows the hot tag to
Gonzalez though and it’'s time to clean house.

There’'s a fall away slam to Jayne but she counters a Vader
bomb into the Tree of Woe. Gonzalez’'s bad knee is banged up
again and we take a break. Back with Gonzalez sending Jayne to
the floor so Kai can tag herself back in. The running kick to
the face rocks Dolin and Kai does it again for two. Everything
breaks down and some double teaming lets Dolin hit a running
neckbreaker to drop Kai. Gonzalez gets kicked to the floor
before Kai can kick out at two.

A Codebreaker into an STO gets the same and this time Gonzalez
makes another save. The big boot drops Jayne but Gonzalez's
knee gives out and she can’t follow up. Gonzalez tries a
powerslam but gets reversed into a flipping Stunner. Cue Wendy
Choo but Mandy Rose follows her out and sends her into the
steps. The Chingona Bomb is loaded up but Jayne breaks it up
with a chop block. Kai gets kicked to the apron and it’s Toxic
Shock to give us new champions at 10:29.

Rating: C+. This got going in the middle but I'm rather
confused by the ending. Other than Gonzalez possibly going to
the main roster, why bother giving them the titles if you are



going to change them again three days later? What’s kind of
amazing is that the three day reign is far longer than their
original reign, which didn’t even last a day.

Joe Gacy and Harland talk about how chaos can control you
while still mentioning family. This is going somewhere isn’t
it?

AJ Galante is here to introduce Tony D’Angelo as the new Don
of NXT. D'’Angelo comes to the ring for some bragging and
Galante has a special card with D’Angelo’s blood. If D’Angelo
breaks the code, may he burn forever. Galante puts a ring on
D’Angelo’s finger, some wine is consumed and that’'s that. I
think I get the BORING chants during the segment.

MSK is glad to get their titles back after five months and now
it is time to defend them. Grayson Waller (with his arm in a
sling) and Sanga come up for the challenge. Game on for next
week.

Dakota Kai 1is mad and throws over a bunch of tables.

Nikkita Lyons vs. Lash Legend

This could be rough. They go with the power lockup to start
until Lyons hits some elbows and a running clothesline. The
kick misses in the corner though and Lyons bangs up her foot.
A pump kick gives Legend two and we hit a chinlock with
Legend’s knee in the back. Legend’s running flip splash gets
two but she misses..I don’t think you can really call it a
charge but she hits the corner and Lyons can power up. Lyons
kicks away and powers her into the corner for a superplex and
a near fall. Back up and Lyons hits another kick into the
splits splash for the pin at 4:40.

Rating: D. Yeah what were you expecting here? Lyons is better
than Legend but that’'s not exactly an impressive feat. Legend
just does not feel like she is ready to be out of the
Performance Center but here she is on national TV. It’s hard



to screw up a charge into the corner yet she managed to make
it happen. Not a good match, and I don’t think that’s a
surprise.

Tony D’Angelo and AJ Galante are leaving when they run into
Legado del Fantasma. Santos Escobar says stay out of Legado’s
business and they’'ll be fine.

Kushida is ready for revenge on Von Wagner for Wagner
attacking Ikemen Jiro and RIPPING UP HIS JACKET!

NXT Title: Bron Breakker vs. Gunther

Gunther is challenging. Feeling out process to start as
Gunther thinks better of a test of strength. Gunther drives
him up against the ropes for a shot, only to get headlock
takeovered down. Back up and Breakker shrugs off a chop but
can’'t shrug off a big boot. Breakker gets to his feet and
drives him into the corner for some shoulders to the ribs.

Some right hands and a spear drop Gunther but Breakker hurts
his shoulder trying the gorilla press powerslam. Another chop
puts the champ on the floor and the bad shoulder is sent into
the steps. We take a break and come back with Gunther staying
on the shoulder. Breakker escapes and grabs a German suplex,
setting up the running clothesline for the double knockdown.

Gunther is right back on the arm though and puts on a keylock.
Breakker slams his way to freedom and there’s an overhead
belly to belly. Gunther cuts off a charge with a dropkick
though and the powerbomb gets two. The top rope splash
connects for the same and Gunther hits that hard clothesline
for two more. With nothing else working, Gunther goes up top
but gets speared out of the air. The gorilla press still
doesn’t work so Gunther chops away, only to have Breakker
punch right back. Gunther’s sleeper is escaped though and it's
a big clothesline into the gorilla press powerslam to retain
the title at 13:07.



Rating: B. This came out of nowhere and yet they had a hard
hitting power match with Breakker fighting through the injury
and eventually overcoming Gunther. That being said, this is
the kind of a match that should be built up a long time in
advance. Maybe Gunther is main roster bound, but otherwise
this is a very strange decision. One other note: the fact that
Breakker has lost before makes another loss seems that much
more possible. It helps with the drama and that is a great
addition.

Post match Breakker celebrates but Rick Steiner pops up on
screen to say he’s proud. It just so happens that he is tied
up and in a cage, with Joe Gacy saying maybe they can teach
the old dog some new tricks. If Gunther isn’t being called up
now, this is a rather head scratch inducting choice.

Overall Rating: C. The main event helped a lot but egads there
wasn’t much to get into on this show. They hit the ground
running on this show, but it felt like they were trying to get
a lot onto one card. The title change was a little weird and
Legend doesn’t belong on TV. Throw in
Lumis/Hartwell/Hudson/Pirotta continuing and there wasn’t much
to like here outside of Breakker vs. Gunther. I'm curious to
see how things go in the future, but it seems that there might
be some roster changes coming sooner than later.

Results

Creed Brothers b. Imperium — Sliding lariat to Barthel

Dexter Lumis vs. Duke Hudson went to a double countout

Toxic Attraction b. Raquel Gonzalez/Dakota Kai — Toxic Shock
to Gonzalez

Nikkita Lyons b. Lash Legend — Splits splash

Bron Breakker b. Gunther — Gorilla press powerslam

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

NXT LVL Up - February 18,
2022 (Debut Episode): It's
The Same Thing

NXT LVL Up

Date: February 18, 2022

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Sudu Shah, Nigel McGuinness

It’s a new show, which seems likely to be a fresh coat of pain
with a new name for what 205 Live has been for the last
several months. That does not exactly get my attention going,
but 205 Live has been decent enough recently. Granted some of
that was due to how short the show has been and that might be
changing. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence (which 205 Live hasn’t had in forever).

Here are Joe Gacy and Harland for a chat. Gacy says that he
told us he was an agent of change and now everyone is welcome
around here. That's why Harland will be in the first match on
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this show.

Harland vs. Javier Bernal

Harland hammers him in the corner and tosses him right back
out of it. Bernal’'s face is rammed into the mat over and over
but he comes back with forearms and a dropkick. That’'s broken
up with no trouble and a belly to back slam (ala John Cena’s
finishing sequence) gives Harland the pin at 2:04.

Fallon Henley/Kayla Inlay vs. Ivy Nile/Tatum Paxley

Malcolm Bivens 1is here with Paxley (debuting) and Nile, who
seems very popular. Nile takes Inlay down without much effort
as the fans think Ivy is going to kill her. Henley comes in to
help double team Nile down and then a solo shot does the same
for an early two. A blind tag brings Paxley in though and she
chokes away on Henley in the ropes. Paxley’s standing flip
dive gives Nile two and a German suplex gives Nile the same.
Nile grabs a headscissors choke but Henley rolls away and
brings in Inlay to clean house. Everything breaks down and
Nile dragon sleepers Inlay out at 4:13.

Rating: C. The rush to make some teams for the women’s Dusty
Classic continues, even if it feels more like a Lethal Lottery
than anything else. It isn’t like there 1is any kind of a
division at this point and there never has been, so this 1is
about as good as it could be. Maybe they could find something
that even works for the future.

The Rock narrates the Rocky Johnson Black History Month video.

Kushida vs. Edris Enofe

Ikemen Jiro and Malik Blade are here too. Feeling out process
to start with Kushida taking him to the mat for a quick
amateur ride. A headlock has Enofe in more trouble but he
slips out and grabs one of his own. Back up and a running
hurricanrana drops Enofe and Kushida sends him outside.



They head right back in with Enofe running him over for two,
setting up a half crab. The rope is grabbed so Enofe hits a
quick suplex. Enofe heads up top so Kushida hits a handspring
kick to the face for a breather. Kushida gets kicked away but
manages to dropkick him out of the air. Some kicks stagger
Enofe a bit and it’s a tornado DDT into the cross armbreaker.
With that broken up as well, Kushida tries the handspring
elbow but Enofe dropkicks him in the back. A shooting star
press gives Enofe the upset pin at 7:01.

Rating: C+. Kushida is always good for a look and that was the
case again here. He did a great job of putting Enofe over,
which gives me some hope for Enofe’s (and Blade's) future.
Hopefully they actually follow up with some of this stuff, but
you never can tell around here. For now though, at least Enofe
got a little something out of this win.

Overall Rating: C. Oh yeah this is still 205 Live and nothing
has changed but the name and look of the show. The wrestling
was the same, most of the people were the same and the vibe
was the same. That being said, these changes are LONG overdue
and the show isn’t exactly bad. Nothing worth going out of
your way to see, but it’s fine for an NXT B show.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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205 Live — February 11, 2022:
The Balancing Act

205 Live

Date: February 11, 2022

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Sudu Shah, Nigel McGuinness

We’'re back to this show and last week actually gave me a bit
of hope. There are a lot of NXT stars who have nothing going
on at the moment so give some more of them some time instead
of these lower level prospects. I know they need ring time,
but if you are going for the entertaining, get some better
stars out here. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Tkemen Jiro vs. Trick Williams

Kushida and Carmelo Hayes are here too. Williams spins out of
a wristlock to start but Jiro takes him down, meaning it'’s
time for some showboating. A cravate has Jiro in some more
trouble and a dropkick to the back of the head makes it even
worse. The crossarm choke goes on but Jiro slips through the
legs and flips him over for the escape. Jiro runs him over and
hits a double springboard moonsault for two but Williams drops
him face first onto the top. A running neckbreaker finishes
Jiro at 5:13.

Rating: C-. This was mostly a Williams squash and that is
quite the surprise. Williams almost never gets in the ring and
he beat a popular star here. The key word there is star, as
Jiro might not be a big name, but he is a bigger deal than
some of the people who are usually around here. I'll take what
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I can get and somehow, Jiro is that kind of a positive right
now.

Erica Yan vs. Lash Legend

The fans are split here as Yan can’t manage to take her down
early. Legend powers her up and forearms Yan out to the floor
instead, setting up a running splash in the corner back
inside. An elbow gives Legend two (Nigel: “Really lashing
out.”) and we hit the chinlock. Yan fights up and strikes away
but dives into that over the back torture rack for the tap at
3:21.

Rating: D+. Another case where there wasn’t much to see here
as legend is only going to be able to do a few things in the
ring. That makes the short time a lot better, but Legend still
has a long way to go. The problem is WWE seems to want to push
her a lot sooner than that, so we could be seeing a good bit
more of Legend in the time being.

Black History Month video on Jackie Joyner-Kersee.

Xyon Quin vs. Joe Gacy

Harland is here with Gacy, who talks about how the idea of 205
Live is exclusionary. More change is coming, because this show
is open to everyone who wants to level up. I'm glad he pointed
that out three months after the change was made. The bell
rings and Gacy wants a hug but gets has to settle for grabbing
a headlock instead.

Quin powers out and grabs a wristlock, earning himself a right
hand to the face. A suplex gives Quin one but Gacy hits a
belly to back version for the same. Gacy grabs a neck crank
for a bit before having to escape a Samoan drop. Some forearms
to the back put Quin down and a DDT is good for two. We hit
the neck crank again with Quin fighting up again, only to get
distracted by Harland. Gacy’s handspring clothesline finishes
at 6:00.



Rating: C. There’'s another win for Gacy, who continues to
stick around over and over. I can go with one of the few more
over the top personalities getting somewhere, though I also
could have gone with Quin winning instead. He'’s more
interesting and stands out a bit more, but does losing on 205
Live really matter anyway?

Overall Rating: C-. This was the right formula, with more
wrestlers who need some exposure and a few wrestlers who need
experience. The show is only going to get so far with thirty
minutes a week and about five of those being spent on videos,
but at least they’'re increasing the star power around here a
bit. Not their best show, but they had a better idea here.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.

205 Live - February 4, 2022:
They Want Him To Be Something

205 Live
Date: February 4, 2022
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Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Sudu Shah, Nigel McGuinness

It isn’t saying much when the biggest moment on a show is the
introduction of a new announcer but that is about all we got
last week. So far it seems that the idea of dropping the 205
Live name is already over, which shouldn’t be that big of a
surprise. 0dds are most important people in WWE have not
thought of this show in a long time, so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Bodhi Hayward vs. Brooks Jensen

Andre Chase and Josh Briggs are here too. Feeling out process
to start with the fans very behind Bodhi. A wristlock doesn’t
get Jensen very far so he takes Hayward down and puts a knee
on his head. Back up and Bodhi grabs a hiptoss, setting up the
up/down splashes. Jensen goes right back to the arm and the
chinlock goes on. That'’s broken up (twice) and Nigel is way
behind Bodhi. Some three point charges take Jensen down again
but a third is cut off by a knee to the face to give Jensen
the pin at 6:04.

Rating: C-. Every time I see Chase and Hayward, I am more and
more amazed by the fact that they are making this work. It’s a
goofy gimmick with little future but they put everything into
it to make the thing work. Briggs and Jensen have fallen a
decent way and that’s not good for their future, but there 1is
always a place for some big cowboys on a WWE show.

Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter vs. Fallon Henley/Lash Legend

Brooks and Jensen are here to watch Catanzaro and Carter.
Legend is the only one here who doesn’t like to dance. Carter
takes Henley down to start and walks over her back, much to
the fans’ delight. It's off to Catanzaro, who gets launched
for a seated senton on Henley for an early near fall. Legend
comes in and throws Catanzaro down, which leaves Catanzaro
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smiling a bit.

A gorilla press doesn’t work so it's Carter coming in to help
with some double teaming. That doesn’t work either as Legend
sends Carter into the corner for a hard chop and a tag to
Henley. For some reason Legend is right back in for a
powerslam before Henley adds an X Factor for two. Carter gets
over to the corner without much trouble and the hot tag brings
Catanzaro back 1in. Everything breaks down and the
450/neckbreaker combination finishes Legend at 6:13.

Rating: C. It’s kind of amazing how much easier Legend is to
watch without her doing the most annoying talk show 1in
recorded history. She has the size and athleticism to be
something around here, but this 1is the highest level she
should be at right now. Henley could have something, but
putting her in a team where Legend is going to overshadow her
isn’'t the best way to see what she can do.

Kushida vs. Damon Kemp

Kemp wrestles him down with no trouble to start and mocks
Kushida’s time obsession. Kushida dropkicks the arm but the
much bigger Kemp shoves him away without much trouble. An
overhead belly to belly sends Kushida flying (Shah: “There you
see that Pedigree.”) but Kushida scores with the handspring
elbow. Kemp shrugs him off and tries a fireman’'s carry, only
to get reversed into a cross armbreaker for the tap at 3:50.

Rating: C. You can absolutely see that they want Kemp to be
something and he seems to have the skills to do so. The
amateur abilities will always work and this felt like he got
caught instead of defeated. Kushida gave him about as much as
he could in a less than four minute loss and it felt like the
biggest thing on the show by a few miles.

Overall Rating: C. This was a better showing than most weeks
around here as the main event was good and the other two
matches showcased some people well enough. The show still has



very little reason to exist other than to warm up the NXT
crowd, but I still wonder how much WWE expects these wrestlers
to get out of a match that lasts around five minutes. Either
way, the main event wasn’t too bad and I’'ll take that over
most weeks.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

205 Live — November 5, 2021:
The Biggest Match Around Here
In Months

205 Live

Date: November 5, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Nigel McGuinness, Vic Joseph

This has rapidly become a show that actually offers something and I'm
still not sure how to feel about that. It’'s very nice to have 205 Live
actually matter for a change, as there is only so much you can do with
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two hours of NXT. Let the wrestlers get in the ring somehow and see what
they can do with some extra time. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

I find it interesting that the graphic saying “Orlando, Florida” is on
and off in less than two seconds. Where else are we supposed to think

this is from?

Roderick Strong vs. Ru Feng

Non-title and the rest of Diamond Mine is here too. Feng shoves him into
the corner to start and cranks on the wrist with Strong not being able to
do much to escape. Some chops up against the ropes have Feng in trouble
though and Strong stomps away near the ropes. Feng fights out of an
abdominal stretch and grabs a powerslam for two. That’s enough for

Strong, who hits the jumping knee for the pin at 4:55.

Rating: C-. I'm still not sure what Strong is doing at the moment as the
Cruiserweight Champion’s biggest feud is against someone who weighs about
4001lbs. There’s nothing wrong with keeping Strong out here on some
nothing show against a pretty low level opponent, but it would be nice if
he had someone more impressive coming after the title. Then again, it's
hard to imagine NXT doing anything that makes these days.

Valentina Feroz vs. Erica Yan

This is Yan'’s debut and she gets taken down for an early armbar attempt.
That’s broken up in a hurry, as is Yan’s headlock. Feroz pulls her down
into a double arm crank and then kicks Yan forward for two. Back up and
Yan hits a few running shoulders but gets pulled into something like a
Koji Clutch for the tap at 2:59.

Grizzled Young Veterans vs. Ikemen Jiro/Kushida

Jiro and Drake trade arm control to start and it’s Kushida coming in with
an ax handle to the shoulder. Jiro hits one of his own and it’s Drake in
trouble early. Gibson comes in but can’t get a hiptoss. Instead, Jiro
clotheslines him down but Drake comes in off a blind tag for the cheap

shot. Gibson is right back in with a chinlock, setting up a top rope ax
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handle to the back.

The chinlock goes right back on but Jiro manages a suplex to get himself
out of trouble. Drake tries to cut off the tag but winds up pulling off
Jiro’s jacket instead, allowing the hot tag to Kushida. Everything breaks
down and Jiro gets his jacket back, setting up a double basement
dropkick. Cue the Diamond Mine though and the distraction lets the
Veterans hit Ticket To Mayhem for the pin on Jiro at 10:28.

Rating: C. This was a match with some time and even had some storyline
advancement at the end to make things that much better. It’s not the kind
of a match that you get from this show and I could go for something like
this in the future. Above all else, it’'s nice to have something feel like
it matters (even slightly) for a change and that’s a good thing.

Overall Rating: C-. Better main event aside, it was another show that is

only going to get so far. You can’t expect much out of a show that barely
breaks half an hour and spends a bit of time on two matches without a ton
of drama. That being said, it felt like one of the bigger editions of 205
Live in a long time, assuming you ignore how ridiculous the name is these

days.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/

205 Live - August 6, 2021:
None Of This Matters

205 Live

Date: August 6, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Nigel McGuinness

Believe it or not, then everything changed again. This time
around, WWE has released almost everyone on the 205 Live
roster, meaning the show could look very strange in the coming
weeks. This show was taped in advance though, meaning this is
going to be a pretty stand alone edition. That’s as opposed to
the rest of the shows of course. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Leon Ruff vs. Grayson Waller

The fans are behind Ruff, even as Waller powers him to the mat
and gets in the hair slapping. Back up and Ruff knocks him to
the floor without much effort, meaning it’s Waller’s turn to
be annoyed. Waller gets back inside and is knocked into the
corner so Ruff hammers away. That takes a bit too long though
as Waller reverses into an electric chair suplex for a cool
counter. A slingshot double stomp to the back in the corner
rocks Ruff again and Waller drops him with a tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker. Ruff is sent outside so Waller teases a dive
before sliding to the floor for an STO.

Waller spends a bit too much time talking trash though and
Ruff flip dives off the steps to drop him for a change. Back
in and Waller is fine enough for the torture rack into the
Regal Roll, setting up the middle rope elbow for two.
Something like a surfboard with knees in Ruff’s back keep him
in trouble but he comes back up with a DDT to plant Waller. A
springboard cutter gives Ruff two but he misses the frog
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splash. Waller loads up the fireman’s carry, which is reversed
into a quick crucifix bomb to give Ruff the surprise pin at
9:39.

Rating: B-. That'’'s one of the better matches on 205 Live in a
long time and of course it means absolutely nothing because
WWE let Ruff go. Commentary made it clear that Ruff had not
wrestled in a long time so you could probably see the writing
on the wall for him here. Such is life on 205 Live, as Ruff
would have been a perfectly logical addition to the roster but
we need to drop him because it makes too much sense.

Kushida vs. Ari Sterling

Non-title. They go with a crisscross of all things to start
and it’s an early standoff. Kushida takes him down by the arm
and cranks away until Sterling armdrags his way to freedom. A
dropkick puts Kushida on the floor but he avoids a springboard
moonsault and dropkicks Sterling’s knee.

Back in and Sterling drops him across the top rope for the running flip
Fameasser. A bodyscissors goes on but Kushida turns it into a leglock to
break things up in a hurry. Sterling is fine enough to break up a
handspring with a kick to the back. A running hurricanrana brings Kushida
back down off the top but he nails a kick to the arm. The basement
dropkick is enough to set up the Hoverboard Lock to make Sterling tap at
6:11.

Rating: C+. They were moving around out there and Kushida did a nice job
of reeling in the kind of wild (not a bad thing) Sterling. That made for
a good story, as Kushida was the more skilled and just had to wait to
catch Sterling going one step too far. Again though, none of that matters
as Sterling is already gone from the company as the roster destruction

continues.

Overall Rating: B-. Just like the opener, this was one of the best things
that the we have seen around here in a good while and none of it means a
thing. I'm not sure why this show exists, at least in its current form,

as WWE keeps getting rid of everyone around here. Changing this into some



kind of a supplemental show for NXT would work better, as there is no
reason to keep it focused on the rather limited cruiserweight division.
Good show, with absolutely no long term impact.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

NXT - July 20, 2021:
Something About NXT

NXT

Date: July 20, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Beth Phoenix, Wade Barrett

Things are getting interesting around here as Karrion Kross
choked out Samoa Joe last week, only to go up to Raw and get
pinned in less than two minutes by Jeff Hardy. That would
suggest that a title change is afoot, and hopefully they find
an interesting way to set it up. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

We open with a look back at Karrion Kross choking out Samoa
Joe.
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Here is Samoa Joe to get things going and he looks ready to
fight. Joe calls him out but gets William Regal instead. Regal
says this isn’t what they agreed to and Joe can’t do this but
Joe says he was provoked. Did Regal know about Kross’' trip to
Raw last week? Of course not, because Regal doesn’t control
the man. Regal says Kross is on his way here and things will
be settled peacefully. Joe says that due to his respect for
Regal, this will end tonight, but he can’t guarantee peace,
because someone 1is going to sleep. Big difference between Raw
and NXT: the opening sequence 1is done five minutes after the
show starts.

Xia Li is ready to defeat Raquel Gonzalez and become Women’s
Champion because she has been waiting for this chance.

Tvler Rust/Roderick Strong vs. Kushida/Bobby Fish

The rest of the Diamond Mine is here too but Kushida and Fish
jump them from behind to start and clear the ring before the
bell. We take a break and come back joined in progress with
both of Strong’s arms being cranked on, setting up a double
armbar from Kushida. That’s broken up and Rust comes in, only
to get caught with Fish’s slingshot hilo. Kushida comes back
in but has to fight out of the corner.

Strong goes back to basics with the backbreaker to take over
and the chops in the corner keep Kushida in trouble. There'’s
the butterfly suplex for two and the chinlock goes on. That
doesn’t last long as Kushida fights up and hits the double
handspring elbow. Fish gets the tag and it’s time to clean
house (including telling Rust which corner to go to) again.
Everything breaks down with the good guys being knocked
outside as we take a break.

Back with Fish still in trouble, with Rust hitting an ax kick
for two. The arm cranking goes on but Fish manages a
spinebuster, setting up the hot tag to Kushida. The hiptoss
into the basement dropkick drops Strong and a kick to the head



gets two. Rust comes back in and gets enziguried but he
switches a half crab into the ankle lock. That’s broken up as
well so Kushida pulls him into the Hoverboard Lock for the tap
at 15:02.

Rating: C+. This is a feud that is technically fine but it is
not exactly a thrilling story. Kushida is rapidly becoming the
“I forgot he was champion” champion and that is a bad sign for
his title reign. Having the other guy in the team tap to a
champion isn’t a bad thing, as the Diamond Mine is more about
Strong than anyone else. Just get them a big win soonish.

LA Knight arrived earlier, with Cameron Grimes driving. Knight
tells him to get all of the bags (all four of them), so Grimes
has a story carrying bags. As Knight freaks out about Grimes
having a story for everything, Drake Maverick comes up to give
Grimes a hand with the bags. That'’'s not cool with Knight, so a
match with Maverick is set up for later.

The next Takeover is August 22, the day after Summerslam.

Video on Odyssey Jones, who is in the Breakout Tournament
tonight.

Frankie Monet vs. Jacy Jane

Jessie Kamea is here with Frankie but Robert Stone joins them,
seemingly sans invitation. Monet misses a right hand and gets
rolled up, only to get sent into the corner. Jane misses a
charge and Monet hits the running knees in the corner. The
chinlock goes on and here 1is Mandy Rose to lay on the
commentary table. Jane fights up and hits a pump kick as
Barrett tries to give Rose his number. A running neckbreaker
gives Jane two but Jane yells at Rose, allowing Monet to hit
Road To Valhalla for the pin at 3:20.

Rating: C-. I wasn’'t feeling this one and a lot of that was
over having a bit too much going on. You had Stone and Rose at
ringside, plus a no name like Jane putting up a pretty good



fight. Monet has lost a bit of her personality since getting
here, but that is often the case with someone who has
something that works outside of NXT. It should come back over
time, but it makes for a bit of a rough start.

Kyle 0’'Reilly is arguing with Johnny Gargano when Austin
Theory comes in. Theory vs. 0'Reilly is set for later, with
0'Reilly saying he is putting his dancing shoes on. Gargano
dubs himself Papa John.

The next two weeks are on SyFy due to the Olympics.

Bronson Reed had a sitdown interview with Wade Barrett earlier
today and talked about how losing the North American Title was
a hard thing to take. He has to move forward though, and that
includes facing Adam Cole next week. Reed wants to fight the
best and he already shut Cole down last week. He’ll do it
again in the ring.

Kyle 0'Reilly vs. Austin Theory

No one is here with Theory, who loads up the no look high five
anyway, only to realize his mistake. Feeling out process to
start with 0’Reilly taking him down but missing a shot in the
corner. That lets Theory headlock takeover him and talk to the
camera a bit. That'’s broken up and 0’'Reilly low bridges him to
the apron, setting up a running knee to the back. We take a
break and come back with O0’Reilly striking away but Theory
fights back. A slingshot rolling dropkick is countered into a
heel hook, sending Theory straight to the rope.

Theory hits a slingshot stomp into an armbar but 0’Reilly
escapes and grabs an ankle lock. Theory grabs the rope and
plants him for but stops to go after the steps. 0’Reilly 1is
all ticked off and sends Theory into various things, which
commentary thinks is a flashback to the brainbuster onto the
steps. Another shot to the head drops Theory and the top rope
knee to the knee connect. The heel hook makes Theory tap at
14:009.



Rating: C+. This was a nice, hard hitting fight and that’s
what it should have been. I know Theory plays the idiot really
well but it is nice to see him getting to do something else
every now and then. He has a lot of talent in the ring and
getting to showcase it is one of the best things he can do.
0’'Reilly snapping was pretty awesome though and I could go for
more of that kind of personality.

Raquel Gonzalez, with Dakota Kai, is ready to destroy Xia Li
and then there will be no one left. That last line gets a look
from Kai.

Here is Legado del Fantasma for the MARIACHI MADNESS MUSICAL
(complete with a band) but Santos Escobar says these people
don’t deserve it. He isn’t here to be like Hit Row because
this isn’t a battle of styles. His style is to be the real
champion with blood, sweat and tradition..but here is Hit Row
to interrupt. Rhyming and Spanish ensue, with Top Dolla
talking about how much better they are and Swerve talking
about how it took all three of Legado to beat him.

Swerve can’'t believe that there were kidnappings in the
parking lot but the guys got returned. The challenge is on and
Hit Row is ready with the brawl being on. Escobar loads up a
guitar but B Fab takes it away. Swerve misses the big swing
and Escobar bails, leaving Mendoza alone with the entire Hit
Row. The guitar is cracked over Mendoza’'s back and Hit Row
stands tall. The gimmick is absolutely not my thing but there
is absolutely something here with them.

The Way is complaining about the issues they have been having
lately, with Indi Hartwell saying Theory can kiss Dexter if he
wants to. Candice: “Ok I'm calling the therapist.” Everyone
but Theory bickers so he leaves.

Breakout Tournament First Round: Andre Chase vs. 0Odyssey Jones

Chase strikes away at the much bigger Jones and manages to
knock him to the floor. The big dive mostly connects and Chase



posts him for a bonus. Back in and a dropkick to the knee
sends Jones face first into the buckle and a slingshot
flipping Stunner staggers him as well. Chase hits a top rope
moonsault press for two and he charges at Jones, only to get
caught in kind of a lifting Boss Man Slam for the pin at 3:20.

Rating: D. This really didn’'t work and Jones is little more
than a guy with size. That is going to work for a bit, but he
really didn’'t showcase himself well here. Chase could only do
so much here and he was pretty limited due to what Jones was
doing. Not a good display here for Jones, though Chase looked
fine enough.

MSK is ready for anything but McKenzie Mitchell points out we
still don’t know what MSK stands for. Wes Lee is about to
explain but Imperium interrupts the feed to say they are
serious, unlike all of these goofy teams. They are fixing this
by any means necessary. Cut back to Lee: “And that's what MSK
stands for.” Yay, Imperium.

Pete Dunne and Oney Lorcan want to have a scrap with Timothy
Thatcher and Tommaso Ciampa next week.

LA Knight vs. Drake Maverick

Non-title and Cameron Grimes is here with Knight. Maverick
starts fast with a dropkick to the knee but Knight is right
back with a knockdown of his own. Hold on though as Knight
makes sure that Grimes is holding the title up through the
whole match. Maverick snaps off a hurricanrana and nails a
high crossbody for one. Knight runs him over again but stops
to yell at Grimes, allowing Maverick to grab a rollup pin at
2:28.

Post match Knight beats Maverick down but Grimes pulls him
off. Grimes goes to leave but Knight orders him to do it. He
has Grimes’ word, so Grimes reluctantly hits Maverick and
eventually leaves with Knight.



Video on Xia Li vs. Raquel Gonzalez.

A guy who looks a bit like Karrion Kross arrives so Joe jumps
him, only to be told that Kross came in through the front.

Women’'s Title: Xia Li vs. Raquel Gonzalez

Gonzalez is defending and has Dakota Kai in her corner. Li
goes right at her for a test of strength but gets slammed
down. That'’s fine with Li, who tries to climb over her for a
sunset flip but gets sent into the corner. A big boot puts Li
on the floor for a lawn dart into the post to keep her in
trouble. Gonzalez misses a big boot though and the leg is
wrapped around the post, with Li swinging it into the steel a
few times.

We take a break and come back with Li working on the leg
again. The half crab is broken up and Gonzalez hits a good
looking dropkick for two. Li rolls her up for the same and
kicks Gonzalez’s knee out again. There’s a running kick for
two more but Gonzalez runs her over again. A Vader Bomb spun
into a backsplash gives Gonzalez two and hang on as the
medical staff has to check on Li. Things are allowed to
continue after a few minutes and it’s the lifting powerbomb to
give Gonzalez the pin at 10:50.

Rating: C+. This was a good hoss fight but I'm curious to know
what happened on that landing. The match just stopped cold and
they went home immediately, so hopefully it was nothing more
than Li having the wind knocked out of her. It was a hard
hitting match and that’s all you could ask for here, though
Gonzalez is starting to run out of readily available
challengers.

Post match here is Samoa Joe to demand that the young champion
come out here right now and take his beating. Karrion Kross
pops up on the screen to say this is his world now. He is the
new beginning and the title means that he can go anywhere and
do anything he wants. For example...and we cut to a knocked out



William Regal. Kross: “Hey Joe, do you still feel like you’re
in control?” Kross gets in his car and leaves to end the show,
with Joe showing up just too late.

Overall Rating: C+. For a show where no one was going to be
watching in the second hour due to the NBA Finals, this worked
out pretty well. Things were moved forward towards Takeover
and I'm curious to see what we are going to be getting. You
can see a good bit of the card from here and as usual, things
should work out. Not a great show, but a fine use of two
hours, as is the NXT mantra.

Results

Kushida/Bobby Fish b. Tyler Rust/Roderick Strong — Hoverboard
Lock to Rust

Frankie Monet b. Jacy Jane — Road To Valhalla

Kyle 0’'Reilly b. Austin Theory — Heel hook

Odyssey Jones b. Andre Chase — Lifting Boss Man Slam

Drake Maverick b. LA Knight — Rollup

Raquel Gonzalez b. Xia Li — Lifting powerbomb

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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NXT — June 22, 2021: Old NXT

NXT

Date: June 22, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Wade Barrett, Beth Phoenix

It’s another pretty big show this week as Kyle 0’'Reilly faces
Kushida. That’'s an interesting way to go but it doesn’t do
much good for the Cruiserweight Title. The easiest way to make
a title valuable is to have people fight over it and the title
isn’t on the line here. We also find out what the Diamond Mine
is, which has me curious. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

The narrated recap talks about Samoa Joe’s return last week
and the chaos between Adam Cole and Kyle 0’'Reilly.

Here is Adam Cole to pick his opponent for his match against
Kyle 0'Reilly. Cole isn’t going to do that because no one is
going to tell him what to do. Samoa Joe may be back, but he
isn’'t the big star around here anymore. Cue Carmelo Hayes to
say he’ll change Cole’s mind. Cole wants to know how so Hayes
says RUTHLESS AGGRESSION and slaps him in the face to start
things off.

Carmelo Hayes vs. Adam Cole

Hayes starts fast by hitting a springboard clothesline to put
Cole on the floor, setting up the big dive. Back in and Cole
stomps away in the corner, setting up a suplex so he can wipe
the dust off of his hands. A neckbreaker looks to set up a low
superkick but Hayes is back up with a hard clothesline for
two. Hayes tries to go up but gets knocked to the floor in a
heap.

Back to back whips into the barricade take us to a break with
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Hayes in trouble. We come back with Cole hitting a running
knee in the corner but Hayes is back with a pump kick.
Something like a suplex into a cutter gets two on Cole, who
grabs a Backstabber for two of his own. Cole goes up but dives
into a superkick, only to get superkicked out of the air as
well. The Panama Sunrise finishes for Cole at 12:27.

Rating: B-. You can feel the potential with Hayes, who has the
poise and skill to back it up. He doesn’t seem like someone
who 1is trying to get in everything he can but rather having a
match that he has planned out. It worked well here, and having
him hang with Cole for twelve minutes is a good idea.

Frankie Monet is talking to the Robert Stone Brand about how
they are all going to win their matches tonight. Robert Stone
comes in and gets scared by Frankie’s dog.

Zoey Stark helped Io Shirai last week because Shirai gave her
the big break around here. Shirai comes in to say she respects
Stark.

LA Knight talks about taking out Cameron Grimes and the fans
chanting or Cameron Grimes. It turns out that Grimes cares
about DiBiase instead of the money. That makes Grimes a total
idiot and Knight will drink to that for sure.

Here is the Way for a chat. Johnny Gargano thinks he should be
the handsome, hard working, headband working, respectable
family man to be the NXT Champion again. He was champion for
57 days and NXT has never been better. At Takeover, Gargano
outclassed Karrion Kross and he can do it again any day. Cue
Pete Dunne and Oney Lorcan to interrupt and Austin Theory
isn’t happy. Dunne tells him to try it but Gargano calls them
off. They don’t partake of in hijinks or shenanigans anymore
and it’s time to go. Gargano leaves but Theory stops to point
fingers at Dunne, earning him a snap. That'’s perfect Theory.

Cameron Grimes arrived earlier and paid some of the attendants
for being nice. Someone asked how Ted DiBiase was doing at the



nursing home and gets punched in the face. Grimes throws some
money at him and says that was for Ted.

Adam Cole isn’t talking about Kyle O0'Reilly when William Regal
comes in. Regal says there is no animosity between Cole and
Samoa Joe. Cole provoked him and got Clutched out, so that’s
it. That'’s not enough for Cole, but he leaves anyway.

The battery from last week is now at 31%.

Johnny Gargano and Austin Theory go into William Regal’s
office to complain about Pete Dunne and Oney Lorcan. Gargano
wants consequences and bribes Regal with a new pencil. Regal
has an idea: a tag match for later tonight.

Zoey Stark/Io Shirai vs. Robert Stone Brand

Shirai fireman’s carries Aliyah to start but puts her down to
chop away. A flapjack plants her again and there’s a basement
dropkick to the side of Aliyah’s head. The slingshot knees to
the chest connect and it’s off to Stark for an armbar. A
sliding clothesline drops Aliyah again so it’'s off to Kamea,
who hits a rolling kick to the face for two. Stark comes back
in for a running double stomp to the back but Kamea elbows her
down again.

Cue the Way to watch and the distraction lets Kamea drop Stark
as we take a break. Back with Stark still in trouble,
including Kamea dropping Aliyah down onto her for two. The
bodyscissors goes on but Stark gets over the hot tag to
Shirai. House is cleaned for a bit until Aliyah grabs a
northern lights suplex. That doesn’t last long either as it's
back to Stark for a suplex of her own, setting up the
moonsault to finish Kamea at 9:42.

Rating: C. The Stone Brand continues to be lovable losers and
little more than that. They still don’t exactly feel like
major stars, but at least they are established enough to lose
a match like this and still make the other team feel like they



did a little something. 0dds are they are going to be pawns
for Frankie Monet in one way or another and that is not a bad
place for them.

Post match here are Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez to help the
Way surround Stark and Shirai. The brawl is almost on but
Ember Moon and Shotzi Blackheart come in as well as the Way
stays on the floor. Samoa Joe comes out to call in security to
break things up.

Kushida is looking forward to his match with Kyle O’'Reilly.

We look back at Tommaso Ciampa/Timothy Thatcher beating the
Grizzled Young Veterans. As a result, Thatcher and Ciampa get
a Tag Team Title shot at the Great American Bash.

The Way vs. Pete Dunne/Oney Lorcan

Gargano armdrags Dunne down to start and hands it off to
Theory, who uses his bad hand for a not very bright chop.
Dunne takes Theory down and starts cranking on various limbs
before taking him into the corner. Lorcan comes in to work on
the wrist but Theory gets in a quick shot for two of his own.
Dunne isn’t having that and takes him back down to crank on
the arm, including some finger bending.

We hit the seated armbar into the kick to the bad arm but
Theory manages to fight up. After knocking Lorcan to the
floor, Theory hits a big dive to take him down but it’'s a
double half nelson slam onto the apron to send us to a break.
Back with the arm stomping continuing but Theory kicks Dunne
into the corner. Lorcan is right there in time to break up the
tag, meaning it’s a big forearm allowing the tag to Gargano.

House is cleaned and it’s rather quickly back to Theory for a
springboard Spanish Fly for two on Lorcan. Gargano escapes the
Bitter End though and Dunne is planted with a DDT. A running
Blockbuster drops Theory so Dunne comes back in to kick him
down, setting up the arm cranking until Gargano makes the



save.

Gargano comes back in to kick away at Dunne, including the
rolling version to send him outside. Back in and Dunne 1is sent
into Lorcan but it’'s a half nelson slam/powerbomb combination
for two on Gargano. Theory makes the save but can’t hit his
own powerbomb to Dunne. An enziguri drops Lorcan again but
Gargano is back up with a suicide DDT to Dunne on the floor.
One Final Beat finishes Lorcan at 14:18.

Rating: B. If they are trying to turn the Way, or at least
Gargano and Theory, face, this was a good start as they played
the roles well. These two are so much goofy fun together that
it would be an easy way to go, especially with the idea of
Johnny Gargano/Takeover/Wrestling challenging Karrion Kross
for the NXT Title at Takeover. Heck of a match here, though I
could also see Dunne getting the shot. Those question marks
are what make NXT thrive and it is nice to have them back.

Post match, Karrion Kross comes out to drop Gargano.
The battery is at 40%.

Karrion Kross and Scarlett run into Samoa Joe, who is reminded
that nothing physical can happen unless Joe is provoked. Joe:
“Of course champ.” Kross and Scarlett leave, but Pete Dunne
pops up for the staredown with Joe.

Next week: a triple threat match to crown new #1 contenders to
the Women’s Tag Team Titles.

Elektra Lopez vs. Frankie Monet

Monet headlocks her down to start and it’s time to fight over
a wristlock. Lopez backs into the corner so Monet poses a bit
and runs her over again. Some mounted shots to the face have
Lopez in more trouble but she comes back up with a shot to the
face. A pump kick drops Money for a second but two shots of
her own set up the Road to Valhalla to put Lopez away at 3:26.



Rating: D+. Fairly short and to the point here as Monet beat
her up, posed a lot and then won. That’s why you bring in
someone like Lopez, who has a unique enough look to get some
interest and then lose anyway. Monet is someone who came in
ready to be a star and very well could be again for a long
time to come. The Robert Stone deal is fine for a start,
especially if she can steal them from Stone.

Bronson Reed isn’t sure what is going on around here but Hit
Row comes in. Top Dolla says everyone is colossal until
Colossus walks into the room. They don’t like Ever-Rise
either.

Earlier today, Ever-Rise went to spray point Hit Row’s car but
Top Dollar was inside, sending them running off.

Ever-Rise vs. Hit Row

That would be Ashante Adonis/Top Dolla, with the latter
running Chase Parker off the apron to start. Matt Martel gets
dropped as well and it’s off to Adonis for a dropkick. Parker
saves Martel from a powerslam and Ever-Rise knocks Dolla to
the floor. This proves to be a bad idea as Dollar comes back
in to wreck more things. The Long Kiss Goodnight sets up a
powerbomb/neckbreaker combination (with a nasty landing) to
finish Martel at 2:32. Hit Row has great presence, but they
aren’t completely polished in the ring.

Mercedes Martinez 1is ready for a mixed tag against Tian Sha
next week. Xia Li and Boa jump her from behind but Jake Atlas
kicks Boa in the head for the save.

Kyle 0’'Reilly is ready for the main event.
The battery is at 51%, putting it into green.
Here’'s what’'s coming next week.

Kyle O0'Reilly vs. Kushida




Kyle takes him to the mat to start but Kushida winds up on top
in the grapple. They get up to a standoff so O0’'Reilly goes for
a kneebar. That'’'s broken up as well so Kushida takes him down
and twists on the arm. Back up and 0’Reilly takes him into the
corner where a double headbutt puts both of them down.

We take a break and come back with Kushida working on the
ankles but O'Reilly slips out. A kneebar is broken up with
Kushida looking for the Hoverboard Lock, which is countered
into a cross armbreaker which is countered into the Hoverboard
Lock which is countered into a choke which is countered into a
kick to O'Reilly’s arm. O0’'Reilly blocks a kick but Kushida is
right back with a bridging northern lights suplex for two.

Kushida goes up but dives into a kick to the chest, setting up
another kneebar from O'Reilly. That'’s countered into a cradle
for two but O0’'Reilly is back up with a rebound lariat to put
him down as well. The brainbuster gives 0’Reilly two so he
heads to the apron, where Kushida sends him arm first into the
post.

They trade kicks to the arm until Kushida’s hammerlock suplex
drops O0’'Reilly onto the apron and out to the floor. Back in
and they trade more kicks but Kushida still can’'t get the
Hoverboard Lock. Another attempt mostly works but O0'Reilly
gets smart by putting his hands in his trunks to avoid all of
the pressure. 0’'Reilly finally manages to roll out and cradle
Kushida for the pin at 14:26.

Rating: B+. Yep this was great and I'm not sure why that
should be a surprise. They traded holds and strikes for the
better part of fifteen minutes until one of them got pinned.
Everything looked crisp, they didn’t do very many ridiculous
looking things and it felt like a struggle. This was a heck of
a main event and is more than worth the time to find if you
want to see something awesome from this style.

Post match here is Adam Cole to brawl off with 0’Reilly. Cue



three guys in hoodies with one of them jumping Kushida. The
guys are revealed as Roderick Strong, Tyler Rust and Hideki
Suzuki (not named). Malcolm Bivens comes in to hand Strong the
Cruiserweight Title and says THIS IS THE DIAMOND MINE to end
the show. I'm intrigued, while also being annoyed that I
thought Strong was the battery guy.

Overall Rating: B. When the only thing close to bad (and that
is debatable) on your show is a three minute squash, you're
having a pretty good week. This was a heck of a show and felt
like the NXT of old, with a mixture of very good wrestling,
building for the future and leaving me intrigued about where
things go. Awesome show here, and it’'s nice to have NXT
feeling like it’s old self again.

Results

Adam Cole b. Carmelo Hayes — Panama Sunrise

Zoey Stark/Io Shirai b. Robert Stone Brand — Moonsault to
Kamea

The Way b. Pete Dunne/Oney Lorcan — One Final Beat to Lorcan
Frankie Monet b. Elektra Lopez — Road To Valhalla

Hit Row b. Ever-Rise — Powerbomb/neckbreaker combination to
Martel

Kyle 0’'Reilly b. Kushida — Cradle

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.
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NXT - June 15, 2021:
Homecoming

NXT

Date: June 15, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Beth Phoenix, Wade Barrett

We’'re past a pretty lackluster Takeover and that means it is
time to start getting ready for the rest of the summer. I'm
not sure what that is going to included but William Regal was
teasing some kind of a big change. That could mean multiple
things, though there are some rumors of what it could mean,
most of which are rather intriguing. Let’s get to it.

Here is Takeover if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Takeover.

Here is a serious looking William Regal for a chat. Regal
talks about being with NXT from the beginning, including
starting at the commentary desk for the first Takeover. NXT
has grown throughout the last few years and they have gone
around the world, including to his hometown of Blackpool.
Regal gets a bit emotional as he talks about everything that
NXT has done for everyone involved here. He thanks everyone
who took them to San Jose and Houston and Brooklyn and
Portland, but now there is so much chaos around here.

Regal doesn’t think he is capable of giving us what we deserve
anymore, so it is time for....him to be interrupted by Karrion
Kross and Scarlett. Kross says he knew this was coming because
he was going to control NXT with chaos and violence. He wants
Regal to leave and admit that Kross has won....and here is the
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returning Samoa Joe.

That makes Kross look a little worried and Regal says Samoa
Joe should be the new General Manager. Joe understands what 1is
going on but he is absolutely not accepting the job. Regal has
cast a large shadow for seven years and Joe made his job a
nightmare. Now though, he would like to make sure that Regal
receives the respect that he deserves.

Regal finds this intriguing, but says Joe cannot be a
competitor and cannot lay his hands on anyone....unless he 1is
provoked. Joe accepts, and asks why Kross is still in this
ring. Joe: “Tick tock, young champion.” The fans sing the
Goodbye Song as Kross and Scarlett leave. This is quite the
nice moment, as Joe 1s a great way to counter Kross,
especially if he can have a match one day.

The Grizzled Young Veterans are ready to take out Tommaso
Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher.

Imperium vs. Breezango

Barthel shoulders Breeze down to start but a quick jawbreaker
gets him out of trouble. It’s off to Fandango for a dropkick
but Aichner pulls him into an armbar. Some chops in the corner
look to set up a sunset flip so Fandango is back with a
legdrop. Breeze loads up a bit dive but only hits mat,
allowing Fandango to hit his own big flip dive. Back in and
Fandango gets crotched on top and it’s an uppercut off with
Aichner.

We take a break and come back with Aichner hammering away at
Fandango and planting him with a slam. Barthel comes back in
and grabs a cobra clutch but Fandango kicks him away. A
backdrop allows the hot tag off to Breeze to...get dropped with
a clothesline. Not that it matters as Breeze grabs a small
package for the pin at 10:26.

Rating: C. I'm a bit surprised by the finish but Breezango



continues to be one of the weakest teams around. I'm not sure
what Imperium is going to be doing, though the wrath of Walter
seems to be a real possibility. I can’t imagine MSK having to
worry about either team, but at least we got a decent tag
match here.

Post match Imperium lays out Breeze and drapes an Imperium
flag over him.

Regal 1is breaking up a fight between Kyle 0'Reilly and Adam
Cole and says they can fight at the Great American Bash. Until
then, they can pick their own opponents to fight next week.
Joe comes in and gets shoved away by Cole, who is promptly
choked out. With that broken up, Joe says that when Cole wakes
up, he can give Mr. Regal an answer.

We see an image of a battery charging and it reaches 1%.

Santos Escobar does not like Bronson Reed putting him through
a wall. Reed has revealed a weakness but now it is going to be
one on one. This time, he’ll pick Reed up and let gravity do
the rest on the way to the title.

Cruiserweight Title: Kushida vs. Trey Baxter

Baxter, better known as Blake Christian, is challenging and
promises to show that he is all heart. Feeling out process to
start with Baxter grabbing a rollup for two. A running
hurricanrana sends Kushida to the corner and there’s an
enziguri in the corner. Kushida gets draped ribs first over
the top rope and sent to the floor for a big dive. Cue Kyle
0'Reilly to watch from the stage as we take a break.

Back with Kushida scoring with an atomic drop but missing a
running kick to the face. An enziguri doesn’t miss but Baxter
hits a handspring kick to the face. Baxter is back with a
Spanish Fly into a springboard 450 for two more. They head up
top with Kushida hitting a super flying armbar, setting up the
Hoverboard Lock to retain at 10:27.



Rating: C+. Another good open challenge title match here but
Kushida vs. O0'Reilly should be a heck of a match whenever we
get there. That is the kind of a match which could tear the
house down in a hurry, though I'm not sure how much of a
chance that Kushida would have to keep the title. O0’'Reilly
needs to win something, but it’'s still the Cruiserweight
Title. That is something that works great for someone new like
Baxter (because his name is Trey Baxter) and he got a good rub
out of this one.

Post match Kushida shakes Baxter’'s hand but O0'Reilly gets in
the ring to say he wants to face Kushida next week. Kushida 1is
ready.

Frankie Monet 1is going to be back in the ring next week but
she goes over to Jessi Kamea and Aliyah, saying they would
have won their most recent match if Robert Stone hadn’t gotten
involved. Stone comes in and Monet says the team would have
won if they had listened to Stone a bit more.

Mercedes Martinez talks about how she got taken down by Tian
Sha but she isn’t going to be held down. If Boa wants to come
after her, come get her. She and Xia Li are 1-1 so come on for
round three.

Here is Ted DiBiase to present the Million Dollar Title to LA
Knight. DiBiase shows us a video on Knight, who arrives in a
rather nice car. Knight comes to the ring and loads up LET ME
TALK TO YA but cuts himself off. Instead he would rather talk
to DiBiase, because it is rare that you get to meet your
heroes. Knight watched DiBiase growing up and he always wanted
to be DiBiase when they were wrestling in the backyard. He
needed DiBiase here tonight just to say thank you and they
shake hands.

It would be the honor of Knight's life to have DiBiase
officially crown him the Million Dollar Champion. DiBiase puts
the title on Knight’s shoulder and they take turns laughing.



The fans still want Cameron Grimes but Knight says he has
everything that he wants. Now it’s time to get rid of
everything he doesn’t need, and he decks DiBiase. Knight
shouts that this 1is his title and now he is the only true
Million Dollar Champion. Cameron Grimes makes the save and
clears Knight out in a hurry.

Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez are ready for to get the Tag
Team Titles back.

The battery is now at 11%.

Dakota Kai/Raquel Gonzalez vs. Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter

Carter sends Kai into the ropes for a double knee to the face.
Kacy holds Kai in place for a running dropkick to the side of
the head. It’'s off to Gonzalez to pull Carter by the hair but
some double teaming puts Gonzalez on the floor. Carter hits a
huge dive onto both of them and we take a break. Back with
Gonzalez working on a backbreaker on Catanzaro, setting up
Kai’s running knee in the corner. A running pump kick sends
Catanzaro to the floor but she gets over for the tag off to
Carter a moment later.

Carter gets to clean house and a nasty running kick to the
face gets two on Kai. Gonzalez hits a messy spinning side slam
for two on Carter and an assisted Codebreaker gets the same.
Everything breaks down again and Catanzaro’s hurricanrana off
the apron sends Gonzalez face first into the apron. Back in
and a neckbreaker/450 combination gets two on Kai with
Gonzalez making the save. Carter 1is sent hard into the
barricade and the GTK finishes Catanzaro at 12:27.

Rating: C-. This was a bit too much on the sloppy side and
that hurt what they had going on here. Catanzaro and Carter
are a fine team for a spot like this as Gonzalez and Kai
needed a win to build them up a little bit. It wasn’t exactly
a red hot match, but it did what it was supposed to.



Ever-Rise isn’t happy with Hit Row breaking their house on the
Takeover Kickoff Show but they have rebuilt.

The battery is now at 21%.

Here is Io Shirai to say that she is back. She says that her
next target is...and here is Candice LeRae to interrupt.
Candice talks about how she is no longer an uncrowned champion
and Shirai picked the wrong time to come back. Cue Indi
Hartwell to jump Shirai from behind and the beating is on. The
announcers’ table is loaded up but here is Zoey Stark for the
save.

William Regal and Samoa Joe are leaving but are asked about
how they feel tonight has gone. Regal....is cut off, as we jump
to MSK eating popcorn as Tommaso Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher
are on their way to the ring. Thatcher comes back and angrily
steals some popcorn.

The Diamond Mine is opening next week.

William Regal and Samoa Joe are trying to give an update on
the evening when the Way comes in to mock the JOE chants.
They’'re glad he’s here but Joe tells them to get out. Pete
Dunne comes in for a heck of a staredown with Joe.

Tommaso Ciampa/Timothy Thatcher vs. Grizzled Young Veterans

Tornado Tag. It’'s a brawl to start with Thatcher and Ciampa
taking them down into stereo forearms to the chest. The stereo
holds send the Veterans to the floor and the chase is on. Back
in and the Veterans get in some cheap shots to take over,
meaning the beating can be on. Thatcher is sent face first
into a light tower but he is fine enough to come back in for a
standing sleeper on Drake.

That is broken up but Ciampa is back in with a chinlock of his
own. Ciampa is taken outside for a whip into the barricade,
leaving Thatcher to get taken down in a belly to back



suplex/neckbreaker combination. Ciampa is back up to send the
Veterans into the barricade, setting up a running hip attack
into the two of them. Back in and Thatcher and Ciampa hit some
running shots to the face in the corner as we take a break.

We come back with Thatcher getting knocked into the Koji
Clutch so Gibson can stomp away. Ciampa makes the save (after
unloading on Drake’s head that is) but accidentally kicks
Thatcher in the face. A Doomsday Device is broken up though
and Ciampa hits a super Air Raid Crash on Gibson as Thatcher
has Drake. Somehow Gibson kicks out so it’'s Ciampa and Drake
chopping it out on the apron.

The running Doomsday Device on the floor plants Ciampa so it’s
time for Thatcher and Gibson to slug it out inside. An
exchange of holds doesn’t work but Drake is back in for a
running boot in the corner. A Backstabber hits Thatcher so
Ciampa runs in for the save. The Veterans double team Ciampa
on the floor and put him (mostly) through the top of the
announcers’ table. Ciampa is back up with the Air Raid Crash
to drop Gibson onto said table. Back in and some hard slaps
set up Angel’s Wings into an ankle lock/armbar combination for
the tap at 17:27.

Rating: B. This was a fight and that’s exactly what they were
shooting for here. What mattered here was it felt like they
wanted to win at all costs, which is not something you see
enough of in wrestling. I'm a bit surprised at the result as
the Veterans really need to win something at some point, but
at least they had a pretty awesome showing in defeat. Thatcher
and Ciampa moving up the card works too, so this was a pretty
solid match all together.

William Regal is pleased with Samoa Joe’s first night around
here. Joe says that was the first night of many as Regal gets
into his car and...drives off with no problem to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. The return of Joe was the big story here



and the rest of the show was build around it. What matters 1is
they have something fresh which might make people interested,
which has been lacking around here as of late. It’'s a good
show with a solid main event, plus some things being set up
for later. NXT still has some work to do, but this was a nice
start.

Results

Breezango b. Imperium — Small package to Aichner

Kushida b. Trey Baxter — Hoverboard Lock

Dakota Kai/Raquel Gonzalez b. Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter —
GTK to Catanzaro

Tommaso Ciampa/Timothy Thatcher b. Grizzled Young Veterans —
Ankle lock/armbar combination to Drake

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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