
Monday Night Raw – June 16,
2008:  Mama  KB’s  Birthday
Bonanza
Monday Night Raw
Date: June 16, 2008
Location: E-Center, Salt Lake City, Utah
Attendance: 11,000
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

It’s night two of Million Dollar Mania, which is likely going
to mean a lot of sitting around while Vince McMahon talks on
the phone. Other than that, we’re on the way towards Night Of
Champions and things are heating up between John Cena and HHH.
We’re also a week away from the Draft and that means things
are going to be shaken up soon. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here is John Cena to get things going. Cena talks about how
much he loves WWE and how there are moments that transcend
time. Moments like Hulk Hogan slamming Andre the Giant, Shawn
Michaels’ boyhood dream coming true, and the first time Steve
Austin beat someone up. We are (less than) two weeks away from
another one of those moments, when he defeats HHH at Night Of
Champions to become WWE Champion.

Cue HHH to say this isn’t personal but he’s not sure how much
he believes that. Last week, Cena cost HHH a match with Jeff
Hardy. If that happens again, this is going to get really
personal really fast. Cena brings up HHH knocking him off the
announcers’ table last week but HHH knew he would fall off on
his own anyway. We hear about HHH tapping at Wrestlemania,
with HHH pointing out that IT WAS TWO YEARS AGO.

Cena says HHH may be champion, but until he beats Cena, it
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doesn’t matter. HHH mocks Cena for being a favorite of younger
fans and THAT is enough to make Cena want to fight. A referee
comes in but here is Vince McMahon to says not so fast,
because this is about giving away money. As for the people in
the ring, Cena is in a match right now.

John Cena vs. Umaga

Street fight. Cena tries a sunset lip of all things before
going for the slam, with Umaga falling down on him instead.
Umaga knocks him hard off the apron and we take a break. Back
with Cena charging into a Samoan drop on the ramp but the
running hip attack only hits post. Cena hits him with the
microphone (there had to be better options) but Umaga plants
him with the spinning Rock Bottom for two.

Umaga grabs a chair but Cena takes it away and puts him down
instead. The Throwback and top rope Fameasser connect, only to
have Cena fall down when trying the FU. A whip into the steps
keeps Cena down so Umaga brings the steps inside, only to have
Cena reverse into the FU for the pin.

Rating: C+. These two had some great chemistry together at one
point and it was still there to a certain extent, but Umaga
has fallen a very long way since the old days. Cena got a
little something out of a win over the monster though and that
was the point. I’m sure HHH will have a match of his own later
on as it’s a good way to make both he and Cena look like
stars.

Vince McMahon calls a fan and makes him bark like a dog, which
is good for $125,000.

And now, a bikini contest between Maria, Eve Torres, Jillian
Hall, Lena Yada, Layla, Melina and Maryse, with Charlie Haas
of all people hosting. They all disrobe (well not Jillian, who
would rather sing), get fifteen seconds each, and Maria wins.

Vince, money, $100,000, though the fan from North Carolina



says Ric Flair is the most handsome man ever from the state.
Vince lets him have the money anyway.

We look back at Chris Jericho injuring Shawn Michaels’ eye.

Jim Duggan comes out (both he and the 2×4 are in tuxedos) to
help Vince McMahon give away $50,000 but the call goes to
voicemail. Vince mocks the fan for blowing it so another fan
wins instead.

Jeff Hardy vs. Carlito

Jeff starts fast by sending him outside for the slingshot
dive. Back in and Carlito catches him in the ropes for the
hanging swinging suplex. We hit the chinlock with a knee in
Hardy’s back but it’s broken up rather quickly. Jeff misses a
dropkick  to  give  Carlito  two  but  he’s  right  back  with  a
jawbreaker to send Carlito flying. The Whisper In The Wind
gets two and there’s the sitout gordbuster. The Twist of Fate
into the Swanton finishes Carlito off.

Rating: B-. Nice match here, though they didn’t have much time
to get very far. The interesting thing here though is that
Hardy seems ready to move up to the main event scene. Last
week he beat HHH and this week he gets a nice win over
Carlito. He’s too big to be in the Intercontinental Title
scene, so there isn’t much left for him to go but move up the
ladder again. That could be a big deal, and we should be on
the way.

Vince, $175,000 this time, but the fan has to sing part of the
National Anthem.

Here is Chris Jericho to explain attacking Shawn Michaels last
week because everyone has been getting on him about it. We see
a clip of the attack and then Jericho blames the fans for
changing. It wasn’t his fault that any of this had to happen
but the fans are blaming him anyway. That means the fans don’t
deserve to be saved anymore and he doesn’t need want them to



cheer him anyway. They must want Shawn to come out here right
now but it’s not going to happen.

Cue Ric Flair to interrupt and get in Jericho’s face to tell
him to shut up. No he can’t wrestle anymore, but they can go
to the parking lot and have a fight right now. They start
heading to the back but Jericho runs into HHH, who thinks
Jericho has been doing enough. Ever since Jericho came back,
HHH has been wanting to make Jericho his business and now he
wants a fight. Jericho backs down though and we take a break.
Back with Flair still wanting to fight but Vince McMahon comes
in to have him escorted out. Instead, Vince makes HHH vs.
Jericho for tonight.

Cody Rhodes/Hardcore Holly vs. Cryme Tyme

Non-title. Ted DiBiase comes out to offer a distraction….and
Holly rolls JTG up for the pin in about ten seconds. Well at
least they didn’t lose again.

Vince, $16 to a North Carolina fan in honor of the 16 time
World Champion Ric Flair.

Paul Burchill/Katie Lea vs. Mr. Kennedy/Mickie James

This Kennedy vs. Burchill feud needs to wrap up already if
they want Kennedy to be something. Kennedy starts fast with a
backdrop and stomps away in the corner. Burchill isn’t having
that and pulls him into a chinlock before grinding a forearm
into Kennedy’s face. Back up and Kennedy hits a running boot
in the corner but Katie tags herself in. The fight with Mickie
is on with Mickie’s running basement dropkick getting two. The
men brawl to the floor, leaving Mickie to miss the top rope
Thesz press. Katie grabs a backbreaker for the fast pin.

Rating: C. Kennedy and Burchill didn’t do much here but this
was about Katie getting another win over Mickie to set up a
likely title match. It’s nice to see some fresh blood in the
title picture and Katie has done well enough in her chances so



far. I can’t imagine she wins the title, but so far so good.

Vince, $174,984 to a VERY excited fan.

Vince, $75,000.

Night Of Champions rundown.

John Cena wishes HHH luck.

Vince, $300,000. We’ll be doing this again next week.

HHH vs. Chris Jericho

Non-title. HHH knocks him down a few times to start as Jericho
can’t get much going early on. A whip into the post bangs up
Jericho’s shoulder and he falls out to the floor as we take a
break.  Back  with  Jericho  choking  on  the  ropes  and  then
standing on HHH’s back to choke some more. Jericho misses a
charge though and HHH slugs away, only to have the facebuster
blocked.  The  Walls  don’t  work  either  and  HHH  hits  a
spinebuster. Jericho can’t get the Walls or the Lionsault and
they fight out to the floor. Cue Lance Cade of all people to
jump HHH for the DQ.

Rating: B-. Another nice match and that’s kind of the point
here. I can go for not having a champion lose clean in a
thrown together match and they covered that well here. Throw
in  Cade  joining  Jericho  out  of  nowhere  and  things  were
certainly interesting. They covered a few things here and
that’s nice to see for a main event.

Post match the beatdown is on but John Cena runs in for the
save. HHH and Cena get in a fight but Jericho and Cade take
them both out to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The action was good and they’re turning
Night Of Champions into something big, but at the end of the
day, the Vince money stuff is getting annoying fast. They’re
trying to throw in some jokes here and there but there is only



so much that can be done with someone getting a phone call,
saying a password, and winning money. Next week is the Draft
though and that should change things up more than enough.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

ECW  On  Sci  Fi  –  April  15,
2008: The Spectacle Show
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: April 15, 2008
Location: 02 Arena, London, England
Attendance: 17,422
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz, Mike Adamle

We’re over in England this week as the European tour is on. In
this case, we have a special main event as the Brothers of
Destruction are here. That alone should be enough to carry the
show, as there is little to care about other than one or two
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stars. Maybe they have something else to help it out, because
the show needs it. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a preview of the show, which in this case means
Undertaker/Kane vs. Miz/John Morrison. Well that ups the star
power.

Opening sequence.

Tazz tells us that this is Joey Styles’ last night on the show
as he is going on to head up WWE.com. We meet the new play by
play announcer: Mike Adamle. Oh boy.

CM Punk/Kofi Kingston/Jimmy Wang Yang/Shannon Moore vs. Elijah
Burke/Deuce N Domino/Shelton Benjamin

Well it’s different. Domino and Punk start things off with
Punk taking over. Moore comes in with a sunset flip and starts
on the arm, as the good guys get to take their turns. Yang
hits a dropkick and lands on Domino for two before it’s back
to Punk. Benjamin comes in and gets kicked in the face as
everything breaks down on the floor.

We take a break and come back with Burke missing an elbow to
Punk, allowing Kofi to come in for an armbar. The rapid fire
tags continue as it’s off to Moore to stay on the arm. Burke
comes in and uppercuts Yang to take over, setting up the
running crotch attack to the back of the head. Benjamin and
Deuce put on a chinlock each before Domino drops a leg. A
backdrop gets Yang out of trouble though and the hot tag
brings in Kingston to clean house. Everything breaks down and
Trouble In Paradise finishes Deuce (who had tagged in) for the
win.

Rating: C+. This match got some time and picked up steam as it
kept going. What mattered here was keeping Kingston strong as
ECW is certainly protecting him. With Punk pretty clearly not
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long for the minor show, fresh talent is going to be needed.
Kingston is getting better in his spot so maybe he could do
some good in the future.

We look back at Chavo Guerrero and his lackeys beating up
Kane, including his new bald enforcer.

Kane promises revenge on Chavo, but tonight it’s about the
Brothers of Destruction.

And now, a Diva Dance Off, featuring Layla, Maryse, Eve, Lena
Yada and Kelly Kelly. Tazz, the emcee, demonstrates a bit of
dancing (or kind of jiggling in his case) before everyone gets
to  go.  Shockingly  Layla  and  Eve,  the  former  professional
dancers, blow everyone else away but Kelly, the only one to
remove clothing, wins. Post contest, Kelly and Tazz dance
together in a funny moment.

Tommy Dreamer vs. Mike Knox

Colin Delaney is here with Dreamer. Hold on though as here is
Armando Estrada to change things up.

Colin Delaney vs. Mike Knox

Dreamer  is  sent  to  the  back.  Total  destruction  with  Knox
hitting a swinging Downward Spiral for the pin in about a
minute.

Miz and John Morrison say they’re a real team while Undertaker
and Kane are always fighting each other. Morrison is even
willing to let Miz start the match!

Miz/John Morrison vs. Kane/Undertaker

Non-title. Kane shoulders Miz down to start and sends him
shoulder first into the corner. Undertaker comes in to punch
the shoulder, setting up Old School. Morrison breaks up the
apron clothesline with a legdrop though and we take a break.
Back with Morrison striking away at Undertaker in the corner,



only to have Undertaker show him how it’s done.

Morrison gets struck in the face a few times, allowing Kane to
come in with a side slam to Miz. A Morrison distraction lets
Miz get in a chop block though and Morrison comes in to crank
on the knee. Miz hammers away until an uppercut and big boot
give Kane a breather. That’s enough for Undertaker to come in
and really take over, including Snake Eyes into the big boot.
Double chokeslams set up the Tombstone to finish Morrison.

Rating: C. This is a good example of “it was what it was” as
Kane and Undertaker ended up decimating the champs in the end.
Miz and Morrison got in a bit of offense on Kane but there is
no way to buy this working when things evened up. It’s also no
shame to lose to a pair of monsters with success of their own
like Undertaker and Kane, so Miz and Morrison could have come
out looking worse.

The Brothers posing with their titles is a great visual to end
the show.

Overall Rating: C. Pretty skippable show, but then again it
felt like it was more for the live fans than anything else.
ECW really needs to develop some new names and right now it
seems to be Kane and Kofi Kingston leading the charge. Kane is
fine, but Kofi has a long way to go but the potential is
there. This week was more or less a spectacle though and it
was  an  easy  enough  way  to  burn  through  about  forty  five
minutes.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

ECW On Sci Fi – February 12,
2008
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: February 12, 2008
Location: Toyota Center, Houston, Texas
Attendance: 14,307
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

The now seemingly never ending feud between Chavo Guerrero and
CM Punk continues after Punk knocked Guerrero into the Gulf of
Mexico last week. We are still on the way to their next match
at No Way Out and odds are Guerrero is going to do something
to get back at Punk this week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at last week’s Gulf Of Mexico match.

Opening sequence.

Here is Chavo Guerrero to get things going. He stands before
you, lucky to be alive, as CM Punk threw him into the Gulf Of
Mexico and he can’t even swim! Now he has a HORRIBLE sinus
infection,  plus  some  pink  spots  on  his  throat.  He’s  had
migraines too and these TV lights are making it worse. When he
was in the water, he was stung by a jellyfish!

But he is a Mexican warrior so he’ll defend the ECW Title
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against Punk TONIGHT. Cue Armando Alejandro Estrada to say
that while he is proud of Chavo, he can’t let that match
happen. Chavo is still sick, but Punk can have a warmup match
tonight….against Mark Henry. Works for Chavo!

We look at Stevie Richards’ sitdown interview last week where
he talks about wanting to come back from his latest surgery.
This was a great way to build sympathy for him and it worked
well.

Stevie Richards vs. Rory Fox

Richards grabs a headlock to start before taking Fox down for
a  kick  to  the  chest/back  each.  A  big  boot  and  a  double
underhook  DDT  finishes  Fox  in  a  hurry,  leaving  Richards
looking very pleased.

Video on Mark Henry.

Kelly Kelly vs. Layla

Lena Yada is here with Layla, who takes Kelly down with a
headscissors to start. Kelly fights up but gets knocked into
the corner as Tazz tries to talk about their looks without
sounding creepy and not quite making it work. Layla starts in
on the arm, including legdrops and an armbar to mix things up
a bit. Kelly breaks it up and manages a high crossbody for
two, followed by a Fameasser for the pin.

Rating: C-. I don’t think it’s anys ecret that this crop of
women weren’t exactly great in the ring but they did seem to
be trying. Having a match that was just under four minutes and
could have been far worse isn’t the worst result and they do
seem to be getting more comfortable in the ring. Keep working
on that and see just how far they can take things.

Kofi Kingston vs. Mike Knox

Kofi picks up the pace to start but can’t quite take the much
bigger Knox down. He can however monkey flip Knox, who comes



back with a shot to the face. Knox stomps him down in the
corner as we do get a KOFI chant, though I’m not sure if
enough people seem to be cheering it to reach that volume
level. Kofi fights up and hits a kick to the face and the
double legdrop. The spinning kick to the head finishes Knox
off.

Rating: C. Another basic but effective match here as Kofi is
starting to establish more of a style. He has a long way to
go, but beating some slightly more difficult competition like
Knox is a good thing. Knox hasn’t been a big deal in awhile,
but beating someone who used to be a bigger deal is better
than beating someone who has never been anything.

No Way Out rundown.

John Morrison vs. Tommy Dreamer

Miz and Colin Delaney are the seconds and the villains handle
Dreamer and Delaney’s entrances in a rather negative way.
Dreamer takes him down to start and sends things outside to
keep up the beating. Miz grabs the foot though and Dreamer
gets to crash out to the floor.

Back in and Morrison grabs a seated abdominal stretch before
switching to the classic idea of punching him in the face.
Dreamer avoids a charge though and Morrison crotches himself
on the rope. After knocking Miz off the apron, Dreamer walks
into Morrison’s springboard spinning kick to the face. The
flipping neckbreaker is broken up though and Dreamer’s DDT
finishes Morrison off.

Rating: C. It’s still low level stuff, but Delaney having any
kind of a friend is a good thing and gives his story a better
future. Sometimes that’s all you need and is has given the
story a new life. Delaney takes a good beating and that can
get him pretty far, with the obvious tag match being the big
endgame from here.



Post match Miz and Morrison beat down Delaney and Dreamer.

Mark Henry says this is going to be a funeral.

CM Punk vs. Mark Henry

Chavo Guerrero comes out to watch. Punk slugs away and is
promptly run over with a hard shoulder. The big elbow drop
misses but Henry throws him down without any trouble. Henry
posts him hard and then chokes inside for the DQ.

Post match Punk kicks Henry to the floor and gives Chavo the
GTS to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. You can see the stories that they are
putting together around here and while that is a good thing,
it would be nice if the stories were a bit more interesting.
The nothing women’s feud and a Tommy Dreamer mentor story are
only going to get so far. At the same time it’s still CM Punk
vs. Chavo Guerrero as the top feud. How far is that supposed
to  get  you?  Watchable  enough  show,  but  they  still  need
something interesting.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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ECW On Sci Fi – January 29,
2008:  Doesn’t  Feel  Like  A
Mariachi Crowd
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: January 29, 2008
Location: Sovereign Center, Reading, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

We are done with the Royal Rumble and that doesn’t mean much
for ECW. Given that the new ECW World Champion Chavo Guerrero
was in the Rumble and competing for a shot at a title rather
than being the possible champion being challenged, there isn’t
much to be excited about around here. I’m sure CM Punk will
want some revenge though so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at Chavo Guerrero stealing the ECW
World Title from CM Punk with an assist from Edge.

Opening sequence.

Kane vs. Shelton Benjamin

This could have been very interesting a few years ago. Kane
fires off the uppercuts to start and knocks Benjamin outside
to keep up the beating. Back in and Benjamin jumps to the top
rope to break up the clothesline and superplex Kane back down.
Benjamin  goes  smart  by  going  after  the  knee,  including
wrapping it around the post. A DDT on the leg sets up a half
crab but Kane fights up. Kane grabs a powerslam and side slam,
setting up the top rope clothesline. The chokeslam is broken
up by the Dragon Whip but Kane kicks him in the face. That’s
enough  to  send  Benjamin  to  the  floor  where  he  takes  the
countout.
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Rating:  C.  This  is  a  match  that  felt  like  it  had  some
potential and they were starting to go somewhere when Benjamin
walked.  They  went  with  power  vs.  athleticism  here  and  it
worked pretty well, which had me wanting to see a longer
version. Benjamin shouldn’t be losing yet and you don’t want
to beat a monster like Kane so this was the best option they
had.

Kelly Kelly vs. Victoria

Kelly looks sacred to start and Victoria sending her into the
corner doesn’t make it much better. Cue Lena Yada and Layla as
Victoria hammers away in the corner and tosses Kelly down by
the  hair.  The  spinning  side  slam  is  countered  into  a
headscissors  and  Kelly  makes  the  clothesline  comeback.  A
rollup gives Kelly two but Victoria is right back with the
Widow’s Peak for the fast pin.

Post match Yada and Layla beat Kelly down and leave with
Victoria.

Colin Delaney, now with even more bandages, gets to wrestle
again this week!

Miz/John Morrison vs. Colin Delaney

Non-title. Morrison knocks him into the corner to start and
Miz whips Morrison into the same corner for a splash. With
Delaney  being  sent  outside,  Miz  holds  him  for  a  dropkick
through the ropes from Morrison. Back in and the flipping
neckbreaker sets up the double arrogant pin to finish Delaney
off.

Post match the beatdown stays on but Tommy Dreamer makes the
save.

CM Punk vs. Elijah Burke

Punk grabs a headlock to start but Burke knocks him away,
setting up a top rope forearm for two. The chinlock with a



bodyscissors keeps Punk in trouble until he fights up, only to
have Burke jumps on his back to pull him into the same hold.
Back up and Punk sends him into the ropes, setting up the GTS
for the pin out of nowhere.

Rating: C-. They didn’t do much here as it wasn’t a long match
and a good chunk of it was spent in a chinlock. Punk has
beaten  Burke  so  many  times  now  that  it  is  hard  to  get
interested in seeing it again but at least it has been a few
weeks  now.  Punk  is  likely  going  after  Chavo  again  and
Burke….well  he’s  still  here  too.

We look at Rey Mysterio 619ing Vickie Guerrero at the Royal
Rumble, putting her back in the wheelchair.

Kofi Kingston vs. Rob Eckos

Eckos is better known as Robbie E or Mr. Stone in NXT. Kofi
grabs a headlock to start and takes him down by the leg. Eckos
gets knocked down again and the double legdrop sets up the
spinning kick to the head to give Kofi the fast pin.

And now, ECW goes mariachi as it’s time as Armando Alejandro
Estrada is emceeing Chavo Guerrero’s title celebration. The
fact that there is one band member with his back to the camera
and happens to be rather CM Punk shaped is just a coincidence
I assure you. Estrada apologizes to Chavo for Vickie Guerrero
and Edge not being here but we do get a video from Edge,
saying  he’s  there  to  comfort  Vickie.  The  two  of  them
congratulate Chavo for making Vickie’s dreams come true.

We see a video on Chavo’s WWE career, with a Bobby Heenan line
from WCW for a weird fit. With that out of the way, Chavo
talks about how Edge is his brother and friend. Chavo promises
that Edge will get Rey Mysterio for what he did to Vickie
before moves on to saying CM Punk is NOT the future of this
business.

For now though, it is time for the fiesta and the band starts



playing again as the red and green balloons fall. Then the CM
Punk shaped band member turns to face the camera and why yes,
it is CM Punk (with a big fake mustache), who blasts Chavo
with the guitar. I’d really hope this wasn’t supposed to be a
surprise because they couldn’t have made it much more obvious.

Overall Rating: C. This was a show heavy with short matches
and that didn’t make for the best week. At the same time
though, it doesn’t help that there was almost nothing coming
out of the Royal Rumble for ECW. The Punk reveal at the end
wasn’t quite a surprise, though I can’t imagine that is what
they were trying for here. Punk vs. Chavo V or whatever it is
next time isn’t that interesting, but at least it should mean
Punk moves on to something else.

 

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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ECW On Sci Fi – January 22,
2008: The Debut
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: January 22, 2008
Location: John Paul Jones Arena, Charlottesville, Virginia
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

It’s the go home show for the Royal Rumble but the bigger
story here is that Chavo Guerrero is getting his shot against
CM Punk and the ECW World Title. I say biggest with a bit of
tongue in cheek because Chavo is only so interesting but maybe
they can pull something off. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Edge costing CM Punk against Chavo
Guerrero last week, setting up this week’s title match.

Opening sequence.

Battle Royal

Kane, Shelton Benjamin, Tommy Dreamer, John Morrison, Miz

Miz and Morrison go after Kane to start while Benjamin beats
up Dreamer. With that broken up, Dreamer throws Morrison to
the apron before slugging away at Kane, mainly because Dreamer
isn’t that bright. Kane tosses Dreamer without much trouble
and it’s time for everyone else to go after him. With Kane
down, Miz hits a running clothesline to Benjamin in the corner
but Kane is back up. House is cleaned and there go Miz and
Morrison but Benjamin skins the cat to headscissor Kane out
for the win.

Rating: D+. This is in the “well what else were you expecting”
category as there is only so much that can be done with a
match  that  barely  breaks  three  minutes  and  features  four
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eliminations. Benjamin of course has no chance on Sunday but
it is nice to see him getting built up as a bigger deal around
here. ECW doesn’t have much going on, so building up what they
can makes sense.

Benjamin promises to win and then hit the mother load at
Wrestlemania.

Jonathan Coachman emcees a best body contest between Lena
Yada, Layla and Kelly Kelly. They all disrobe and dance, Kelly
wins,  the  other  two  beat  her  up.  This  was  every
body/dance/bikini  contest  you’ve  ever  seen.

Kofi Kingston vs. David Owens

This is Kofi’s debut and he sweeps the leg to start. Back up
and Kofi jumps at him in the corner, setting up something like
a monkey flip. Kofi leapfrogs over him and kind of hits a
crossbody  (ignore  Owens  going  down  before  Kofi  hit  him),
setting up the double legdrop. The spinning kick to the head
finishes Owens. Just a quick “here’s someone new” match and it
wasn’t exactly great.

Vickie Guerrero and Edge give Chavo Guerrero a pep talk.

And now, Rumble By The Numbers!

569 wrestlers eliminated
36 wrestlers eliminated by Steve Austin
11 appearances by Shawn Michaels
11 wrestlers eliminated by Kane in 2001
3 Mick Foley personae to appear in the same Royal Rumble
2 feet that have to touch the ground
1 woman to enter the match, with Chyna
62:12 that Rey Mysterio lasted in 2006
2 seconds that Warlord lasted in 1990
3 Steve Austin wins
2 wins for the #1 spot, compared to 1 win for #30
#27 produces the most winners



73% of winners have gone on to win the title at Wrestlemania
since 1993

Dang I love Rumble By The Numbers.

Royal Rumble rundown.

Armando Alejandro Estrada greets Vickie Guerrero and company.

Colin  Delaney  is  back  and  we  see  how  he  got  all  those
bandages. He’s at it again this week.

Great Khali vs. Colin Delaney

Chokebomb and head vice in less than 40 seconds.

Here’s the same video that opened the show.

ECW World Title: Chavo Guerrero vs. CM Punk

Chavo is challenging and Edge is on commentary. The match is
suddenly No DQ as the fix might be in. They slug it out to
start with Punk sending him into the corner and hitting a
forearm to the chest. Punk unties a turnbuckle pad before
kicking Chavo down, only to get forearmed right back. Chavo is
sent to the apron and kicked in the head to the floor, setting
up the suicide dive.

A quick shot slows Punk down though and Chavo drops him ribs
first onto the steps. Back in and Chavo hits a baseball slide
to the ribs, setting up an abdominal stretch. Punk gets out
and goes John Cena with the running clothesline out of the
corner. The comeback is on and Chavo is sent into the exposed
buckle, setting up the GTS. That’s enough to draw in Edge for
a spear to Punk, giving Chavo the pin and the title.

Rating: C. They didn’t really hide what they were doing here
and that is kind of nice for a change. What matters most here
is that they changed the title and gave La Familia even more
gold to make them feel that much bigger. The match wasn’t very



good but we’ve seen it so many times already that it doesn’t
have the same impact, but at least they did something here.

Chavo gets the big title presentation and La Familia comes out
for the celebration to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. We had a debut and a title change but it
still doesn’t feel like much of a show, even with Edge and
Vickie Guerrero as the guest stars. ECW feels like such a
nothing show most of the time, even with some of the newer
talent getting a chance. That being said, it is still better
than a lot of the ECW Originals stuff, even if it might not be
thrilling TV. Not a great show here, though stuff did happen.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:
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Location: Wachovia Arena, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania
Attendance: 7,000
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

We’re still in the CM Punk Era and this time that means he has
to deal with Chavo Guerrero. I’m not sure why either, but
given how many challengers have just been dropped, Guerrero
could at least offer some stability. Other than that, Miz and
John Morrison are continuing their pretty sweet feud with
Jimmy Wang Yang and Shannon Moore. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Joey Styles runs down the card and sounds a bit depressed to
be doing so.

Smackdown  Tag  Team  Titles:  John  Morrison/Miz  vs.  Shannon
Moore/Jimmy Wang Yang

Miz and Morrison are defending and this is a Fifteen Minutes
Of Fame match, meaning a fifteen minute Iron Man match. Moore
backslides Miz for some early near falls to start before it’s
off to Morrison to unload in the corner. A running knee the
head rocks Moore again but the chinlock doesn’t last long.
Instead Moore kicks Morrison away and brings Yang in to pick
up the pace. Everything breaks down and Morrison gets monkey
flipped onto his face. Yang’s running spinwheel kick gets no
count as the referee is distracted, allowing Morrison to grab
a rollup for the first fall with 11:17 to go.

Miz/Morrison – 1
Yang/Moore – 0

We take a break and come back with the same score at 7:30 to
go. Yang fights out of another chinlock (Morrison’s chinlock
game is pretty weak tonight) but gets crotched on top to cut
him off again. Miz ties Yang in the Tree of Woe, as a villain
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should, and hammers on the knee but Yang fights out anyway. A
quick moonsault press (which didn’t make a ton of contact)
finishes Morrison at 6:16 to go to tie us up.

Miz/Morrison – 1
Yang/Moore – 1

Miz comes right in and goes after the knee, including a half
crab to keep him down. It’s back to Morrison to stay on the
knee with a cannonball and some cranking. The leg is wrapped
around the post and another leglock goes on to burn off more
of the clock. Yang slips out though and starts the comeback,
including a top rope dive (erg) to drop Morrison on the floor.

Moore comes back in with a minute left and hits something like
a Whisper in the Wind for two on Miz. A Samoan drop/running
neckbreaker combination connects for the same with 24 seconds
left. Yang hits another moonsault press (or at least his leg
hits Morrison in the head) for two as time expires, meaning
Miz and Morrison retain.

Rating: B-. These teams work well together and the ending
should  give  them  a  chance  to  have  one  more  match,  which
wouldn’t be the worst thing to see. It’s nice to see a new
team getting put together for something like this, even if I
have no reason to believe that Moore and Yang are going to get
the titles or have much of a future, but at least they are
giving us something fresh for a change.

Kofi Kingston is still coming.

Colin Delaney is here to try his luck again.

Colin Delaney vs. Mark Henry

The bad luck continues as Delaney is thrown into the air for a
crash, setting up a powerslam for the easy pin.

Lena Yada is in the ring to host a Diva Dance Off between
Layla and Kelly Kelly. Layla dances, Kelly dances, the fans



cheer for Kelly, Lena announces that she is in too, dances,
and declares herself the winner.

WWE HD is coming.

Shelton Benjamin enters the Royal Rumble and talks about gold.

Chavo Guerrero vs. CM Punk

Non-title but, just like last week, if Chavo wins, he gets a
future title shot. They fight over a lockup to start and
that’s good for an early standoff. Chavo shoulders him down
but gets pulled into a headlock as the slow start continues.
That’s reversed into a headscissors, which is countered into a
basement dropkick for two but Chavo is right back up with
uppercuts in the corner. Punk gets slammed down hard and we
take a break.

Back with Chavo’s abdominal stretch being broken up but Punk’s
splash just bangs up his ribs again. The double arm crank is
reversed into a rollup for a quick reprieve so Chavo kicks him
in the ribs again. We hit the logical bodyscissors until Punk
fights up and catapults him over the top in a clever counter.

The suicide dive that you knew was coming connects and Punk
hits  a  tilt-a-whirl  backbreaker  back  inside.  There’s  the
running knee in the corner to set up the bulldog for two more
but Chavo is right back with the Three Amigos. An over the
shoulder backbreaker gets another two and the frustrated Chavo
pulls the turnbuckle pad off. With the referee distracted,
Chavo goes for the title belt but gets caught again, which is
enough for the referee to call for the DQ.

Rating:  B-.  Another  nice  effort  from  these  two,  but  that
really  shouldn’t  be  a  surprise.  Chavo  is  not  exactly
interesting but he can have a good match with just about
anyone. Put him in there with someone as talented as Punk and
give them this kind of time and this was almost guaranteed to
be at least pretty good. There’s a good chance that the ending



sets up another rematch though, even if that might be more
than a bit of overkill.

Punk seems relieved to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. You had a pair of good matches and that is
enough to cut down on the negative impact from the dance off.
They have figured things out a good bit better around here and
the show has gotten better as a result. ECW still feels like
little more than a holding pin for people who are going to be
bigger stars down the line or who have nothing to do, but for
an hour long show, it could be a lot worse.
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