NXT — September 14, 2016:
And That’'s Ok

NXT

Date: September 14, 2016

Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Corey Graves

We're slowly making our way to Toronto but first we need to get to
the end of this taping cycle. The big story here is still Samoa Joe
vs. Shinsuke Nakamura, which is probably going to headline the next
Takeover. Other than that we have Bobby Roode vs. No Way Jose in a
match that could have the crowd reacting in multiple ways. Let’s get
to it.

Opening sequence.

Here's Samoa Joe to get things going. Joe talks about how a man
reaches a point where he knows something has changed. As NXT
Champion, he was a disgrace. He ran roughshod over NXT for a year
because he wanted to be the champion of the hottest brand in the WWE
Universe. Joe requests and receives an appearance from Shinsuke
Nakamura. They said a lot of things leading up to their match in
Brooklyn and Joe meant every bit of it, including saying that
Nakamura was an undeserving contender.

Standing here now though, he knows Nakamura is a worthy champion.
Joe has a guaranteed rematch but instead of cashing it in, he wants
to ask Nakamura for the shot man to man. The champ says it’'s on and
very tentatively shakes Joe’s hand. Joe leaves Nakamura to pose but
comes back out and jumps the champ on the stage. Nakamura is whipped
into and Rock Bottomed onto the steps as Joe shouts that he did this
to Shinsuke. Joe leaves and Nakamura is taken out on a stretcher.
Even William Regal and Corey Graves come out to check on Nakamura as
he’s wheeled away.

Graves and Phillips talk about how serious this is. It actually
feels better here as this almost never happens around here, which is
the case with almost every big angle they do.

Regal goes to find Joe but he pulls away in a car.

Liv Morgan vs. Rachel Fazio
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Rachel used to be known as Rachel Ellering. Morgan works on a front
facelock to start as we hear that Nakamura has been taken to a
medical facility. A running dropkick staggers Rachel but Liv doesn’t
seem to know what to do next. Morgan grabs a guillotine choke (which
she barely keeps on) for the tap at 1:51. This really didn’t work
with Liv looking very sloppy.

Post match Liv grabs the mic and yells at Rachel for tapping out.
The word on the street is that the NXT Women’s division needs more
challengers so she’s throwing her hat in the ring to face Asuka.

Hideo Itami vs. Drew Gulak

Gulak gets in his face to start and they hit the mat for some
submission attempts. Drew goes with a slap to the face so Itami
gives him one right back. It’s time for some kicks to the face with
Itami getting in a running boot but running into a dropkick for his
efforts. Drew starts in on the leg but thinks it’s a good idea to
slap Hideo in the face. The beating is on in a hurry and the GTS
ends Gulak at 4:55.

Rating: C+. They kept it simple here by having Itami strike as hard
as he can and Gulak trying to do the submissions to keep Itami in
check. Itami is going to be a big deal in NXT but I'm still not
entirely sold on him. He really doesn’t have a character aside from
hard striker and while he does that as well as anyone else, I don’t
know how far it’s going to take him.

Authors of Pain vs. Doug Sessa/Chris Payne

Razar drops Sessa with a spinning elbow to the face and it’s off to
Akum for forearms to the chest. Payne (not named until after the
match) tries to come in and gets a double powerbomb. The running
clothesline/Russian legsweep combo ends Doug at 1:51.

Tye Dillinger is ready to prove that he really is a perfect ten.

No Way Jose vs. Bobby Roode

Roode is introduced on a spinning pedestal and the fans sing his
song. His entrance in Toronto is going to be amaz....perfec....blast
it why can’t I think of the right word for it? Roode takes him down
to start and does a pose, sending the fans into song. A headlock
doesn’t do anything for Roode so Jose slam him to take over. Fans:
“YOU’RE NOT GLORIOUS!”

Jose sends him outside for a running forearm off the apron and we



take a break. It’s good to hear the No Way Jose song as the
commercial starts as Jose deserves some cheering despite being
against the hottest act in the promotion. Back with Roode sending
Jose into the buckle and getting two off a delayed vertical suplex.
Jose fights out of a chinlock and puts on the airplane spin. The
Baseball punch misses and Roode finishes with an implant DDT at
11:00.

Rating: C+. Fine match here with Roode doing just enough to win
while Jose doesn’t lose any face by going down against a bigger
name. Roode is red hot right now and they would be crazy to not give
him something big at the Toronto Takeover. I'd like to see Jose as
something a bit more serious though as there’s a lot of potential
there. Good stuff here and probably most importantly: Roode changed
finishers. The implant DDT isn’t great but it’s way better than a
pumphandle slam.

Overall Rating: C. This show was a bit off as it felt like the first
and last segments should have been swapped. Roode winning is fine
but the opening segment took a lot out of the crowd, especially in
the next match or two. Still though, it was a show that up some
stuff going forward and let some people get needed wins. It’s more
effective than good and that’s ok for a week.

Results
Liv Morgan b. Rachel Fazio — Guillotine choke
Hideo Itami b. Drew Gulak — GTS

Authors of Pain b. Doug Sessa/Chris Payne — Running
clothesline/Russian legsweep combo to Sessa

Bobby Roode b. No Way Jose — Implant DDT

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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NXT — August 31, 2016: Get
Them In The Tent

NXT

Date: August 31, 2016

Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Corey Graves

The champ is back tonight as Shinsuke Nakamura makes his first
appearance on NXT since winning the NXT Title in Brooklyn. I mean,
that was only eleven days ago but NXT is making it seem like a big
deal. It should be interesting to see who comes out to challenge him
for the title, though odds are it’s Samoa Joe for a rematch. Let’s
get to it.

Earlier today, Samoa Joe was deemed unclear to wrestle due to
injuries suffered in Brooklyn. William Regal looks annoyed.

Opening sequence.

Tye Dillinger vs. Buddy Murphy

Murphy is deemed a one by the fans. Back in my day, being number one
was a good thing. Tye gets him to the mat in a hammerlock but gets
thrown away, meaning Blake can give himself a ten. Back up and
Dillinger does his spinout into a cartwheel for the real ten.
Graves: “That would get you disqualified from any gymnastics
competition.”

The lame wrestling goes back and forth with Murphy sending him
outside as we go to a break. That's probably the good thing as this
is a very simple match and there’s nothing that'’s working especially
well save for the TEN thing. Back with Dillinger making his comeback
off a clothesline and a backdrop. Some TEN stomps in the corner set
up the Tyebreaker for the pin at 9:46.
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Rating: C-. This is a good example of the crowd carrying a match
higher than it should have gone otherwise. Dillinger’s gimmick is
way over but his in ring work isn’t the greatest. It'’s an
interesting change of pace from the Murphy vs. Ibushi match from a
few weeks ago which was far more entertaining with Ibushi having
more than one thing to carry him. Dillinger is more than worth
investing in due to being so over but he needs some work. There’s
potential in Murphy too, albeit with some adjustments.

We look back at the Tag Team Title match in Brooklyn and Johnny
Gargano’'s knee injury costing him in the Cruiserweight Classic.

Tommaso Ciampa says Gargano will be back soon when the Revival comes
in and beats him into the arena. They take the beating into the ring
and leave Ciampa laying. Wilder says everyone sounds tough until
reality hits them in the mouth. Ciampa tries to get up but takes a
good looking Shatter Machine.

Steve Cutler wants attention and demands respect. Dang the cupboard

really is bare.

Steve Cutler vs. Kenneth Crawford

Crawford is a generic looking guy who Graves says is well dressed
backstage. Cutler works on the arm to start but Kenneth flips his
way out of a backdrop (didn’t stick the landing but he tried) and
grabs an armbar of his own. Some good looking dropkicks and a
running shooting star get two on Cutler but he walks into a spinning
fisherman’s driver (as in a fisherman’'s suplex into a sitout slam)

to give Steve the pin at 3:38.

Rating: C-. Crawford did some good looking stuff but neither guy was
anything special here. Pushing Cutler (and by pushing I mean setting
up to be fed to someone else) isn’t the most horrible idea in the
world as people already know him from all those jobs over the years
and it’s not like he can’t just go back to being a jobber after this
is done. It’'s better to give someone some value and then take it
away than take away value from someone who you’ve invested a lot of
time in.



Hideo Itami says he kicked Austin Aries in the head at Takeover but
Aries disappointed him by claiming an injury. If he doesn’t want to
feel pain, get out of the ring.

Video on Sami Zayn vs. Nakamura back in Dallas.
Video on TM61.

No Way Jose vs. Angelo Dawkins

Jose dances around and grabs a headlock to start as Dawkins gets a
few chants of his own. Dawkins’ chinlock doesn’t go anywhere so it’s
the baseball punch and a full nelson slam (looked more like a cobra

clutch this time) to give Jose the pin at 2:43.

Aries, banana in hand (Dig that potassium replenishing!), interrupts
Andrade Cien Almas’ interview time, saying everyone is trying to
steal his spotlight. Since Almas lost, Aries will just take his
interview time. A challenge is issued for next week.

Video on Nakamura vs. Finn Balor.

Liv Morgan vs. Aliyah

Aliyah looks a bit more serious this time and kicks Morgan in the
ribs. Some knees to the chest have Morgan in more trouble and Aliyah
puts on a freaky hold where she cranks on Liv’'s arm and holds her
head down with a leg. Morgan pops back up and tries a kind of
spinning kick close enough to the head for the pin at 3:21. There
was a hard edit in there so it was probably worse than it looked.

Rating: D-. If this is the future of the women’s division, they’ve
got a long way to go. Aliyah showed some fire but Morgan was a
pretty bad mess. Her offense required an edit and consisted of two
moves in about three and a half minutes. Also I'm really not sure
how strong of a character I'M FROM NEW JERSEY is or how long of a
life span it’s going to have.

No Way Jose is fired up about his win and says he has the heart to
go with the hair. Bobby Roode comes up, compliments Jose’s head, and
walks away.

Video on Nakamura vs. Joe.



Here’'s Nakamura for his celebration and the dancing entrance looks
even cooler with the title around his waist. The YOU DESERVE IT
chants start up until Nakamura starts talking about being in Japan
and wanting to face the best competition in the world. That meant he
had to come to NXT where he beat Sami Zayn, Finn Balor and Samoa
Joe. He's still in a lot of pain but he became the NXT Champion. The
Joe Era is over and it'’s now the Era of Strong Style. Nakamura kind
of barks and poses to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This show was about setting up stuff for the
future as we’'re firmly in the fallout period from Takeover and have
a long way to go before the next one. Stuff like Almas vs. Aries and
Asuka coming back next week are great ways to build week to week and
keep you coming back long enough to let the big stories develop.
It’s about making something seem important enough that you want to
watch the hour of TV to see it and then get you ready for the big
stuff. That'’s such a simple strategy and NXT makes it work as well

as anyone has in a long time.

Results

Tye Dillinger b. Wesley Blake — Tyebreaker

Steve Cutler b. Kenneth Crawford — Fisherman’s driver
No Way Jose b. Angelo Dawkins — Full nelson slam

Liv Morgan b. Aliyah — Spinning kick to the face

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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NXT — August 17, 2016: This
Is What They Do

NXT

Date: August 17, 2016

Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Corey Graves

It’s the go home show for Takeover: Back to Brooklyn and that means
it’s time for the big hard push towards New York. 0dds are we’ll be
getting the big showdown between Samoa Joe and Shinsuke Nakamura,
possibly with Nakamura getting taken down as payback for
embarrassing Joe last week. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Hideo Itami vs. Mustafa Ali

Ali is from the Cruiserweight Classic. Itami starts fast with the
strikes and sends him to the apron for a baseball slide. Back in and
Ali takes him down for a chinlock followed by a kick to the head for
two. Itami is tired of playing around though and starts firing off

the strikes, capped off by the running knee for the pin at 3:20.

Rating: C. The silent assassin could work for Itami as it'’s better
than watching him just not have much charisma. I do like the idea of
bringing in the cruiserweights as NXT isn’t going to treat them as
worthless jobbers. Ali certainly wasn’t squashed here and that makes
all the difference in the world.

Video on Bobby Roode. Any excuse to hear GLORIOUS is worth it.

Video on Asuka vs. Bayley, which makes it feel like the ultimate
rematch and challenge for Bayley after she was destroyed in Dallas.
Asuka has gotten even more aggressive since winning the title and
Bayley could be in way over her head on this one. Bayley said the
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underdog has become the champion before and she’s going to do it
again.
Music video with footage of Aries vs. No Way Jose, Roode vs. Almas

and the Tag Team Title match.

William Regal is talking about how awesome Takeover is going to be
when Billie Kay comes in and asks why she’s not on the card. Regal
agrees and gives her a match with newcomer Ember Moon. Simple and
effective again.

Carmella/Liv Morgan/Nikki Glenncross vs. Alexa Bliss/Mandy

Rose/Daria Berenato

Rose is from Tough Enough, Glenncross is from Scotland and Berenato
is from New Jersey. You can tell Rose is glorified eye candy in the
vein of the early days of Eva Marie. Graves: “Mandy Rose is only
second to one person in my heart: Eva Marie.” Berenato (a newcomer
just like Glenncross) is dressed like a boxer. Ten seconds in and
Graves is reaching Jerry Lawler levels of drooling over the women.

Bliss and Nikki start things off with a quick cross body putting
Alexa down. The villains take a break on the floor and it’s off to
Daria, who immediately takes her gloves off as we go to an early
break. Back with Daria fighting out of Liv’'s chinlock before Bliss
offers a distraction so the bad women can take over.

We hear about Daria’s MMA training before it’s off to Mandy with

Graves losing his mind in the vein of Cole freaking out over Miz. A
running knee puts Liv down before Daria comes back in for a kick to
the chest. We hit the chinlock with a body vice and Daria even adds

some trash talk. You don’t see that enough.

Morgan enziguris Alexa down and the hot tag brings in Carmella to
clean house. Carmella speeds things up with clotheslines and a
hurricanrana to take Rose down for two. Everything breaks down and
Mandy’s rollup is countered into the Cone of Silence for the tap out
at 11:35.

Rating: C+. This was a very nice surprise and a good hope for the

future of the women’s division. Rose is already a mile ahead of Eva



Marie in the ring as she looked competent and comfortable with the
basic things she was doing. Glenncross didn’t get to show off all
that much but Daria had a unique enough character to stand out
immediately. Carmella and Bliss definitely looked ahead of the
others and I'm sure they’ll be fine on the main rosters with a
little more time.

Regal tells security to keep Joe and Nakamura apart during their

interview.
Ember Moon is coming.
We run down the card. I miss that happening on the main shows.

It’s time for the sitdown interview with Joe and Nakamura. Both of
them say they’re excited to start before Joe says he doesn’t like
the lack of respect. Joe had to go through the entire roster for
months to get a title shot but Nakamura beats Balor once and gets
his shot. Bayley only had to ask for a rematch and Regal checked
with Asuka to make sure it was ok. Nakamura says he’s a calm man by

definition, especially outside of the ring.

Joe says Nakamura came to his dojo for training earlier in his
career. Nakamura doesn’t remember it being Joe’'s dojo and smiles a
lot. Joe respects what Nakamura has done but maybe not Shinsuke
himself. In answer to the same question, Nakamura leans forward and
smiles a lot which gets Joe out of his chair. Regal has security
break it up.

One last Takeover ad ends the show.

Overall Rating: B. This show had one goal and that was to make me
care about Takeover more than I did coming in. They more than
accomplished that task so anything else they do is a bonus. The
wrestling was really an afterthought at this point and the fact that
the women’s tag worked as well as it did is a bonus. It’s a really
fast show and they covered all of Saturday’s matches, albeit some a
bit faster than others. Joe vs. Nakamura has the potential to be an
absolute war and I'm looking forward to seeing it. Well done all

around here and a great go home show.



Results
Hideo Itami b. Mustafa Ali — Running knee

Carmella/Nikki Glenncross/Liv Morgan b. Daria Berenato/Alexa
Bliss/Mandy Rose — Cone of Silence to Rose

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

NXT — June 22, 2016: The
Greatest Dancing That Ever
Lived

NXT
Date: June 22, 2016
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida

Commentators: Corey Graves, Tom Phillips

It’s a rare situation where we’re coming off a Takeover and already
have another announced. In theory we have our first match set as
Shinsuke Nakamura challenged Finn Balor to a match though a promo on
Raw suggested that the match would be taking place tonight. For the
life of me I can’t imagine NXT hot shotting a match like that so
maybe it was just badly worded. Let’s get to it.


http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/06/22/nxt-june-22-2016-the-greatest-dancing-that-ever-lived/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/06/22/nxt-june-22-2016-the-greatest-dancing-that-ever-lived/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/06/22/nxt-june-22-2016-the-greatest-dancing-that-ever-lived/

We open with a recap of Nakamura challenging Balor last week.
Opening sequence.

Tye Dillinger vs. Oney Lorcan

And I thought Andrade Cien Almas was a bad name. Lorcan is the
latest name for Biff Bushick, who takes Tye down to the mat by the
leg. We hit a headlock takeover which earns Lorcan a ten. I mean it
was from himself but at least he was trying. Back up and Lorcan
flips over Tye and blasts him with a running uppercut for no count

as Tye was under the ropes.

It seems to fire Dillinger up though as he fires Oney into the
corner and starts in on some clotheslines. Oney nails a huge
clothesline and another uppercut but runs into a superkick for two.
That'’s good for a perfect ten but Lorcan shoves him out out of the
corner and hits a running Blockbuster for the pin at 5:55.

Rating: C+. They were beating the heck out of each other here but
what are they doing with Dillinger? There’s a strong chance that
they’re tearing him down to build him back up again though wins and
losses mean something in NXT and you can only do the Sami/Bayley
road to redemption so many times. Oney looked good but that name is
just horrible.

Austin Aries is ready to keep going forward when No Way Jose of all
people comes up to say you just say NO to adversity. That's quite
the fall for Aries or quite the upgrade for Jose. Or maybe either.

We look at Bayley’'s leg injury.
Bayley is back tonight.

No Way Jose vs. Josh Woods

Jose dances out of a waistlock to start and hiptosses Woods down for
two. Woods takes him down for a chinlock but walks into a double
chop, followed by the swinging full nelson slam to keep Jose
undefeated at 1:57.

Post match Austin Aries comes out to say Jose isn’t defined by wins
or losses. Aries was defeated at Takeover but he doesn’t blame his



bruised ribs. What Aries has learned from Jose is that wrestling is
about having fun and he actually dances with Jose as Graves fights
the urge to join in. Jose goes over to the announcers’ table and the
dancing continues until Aries finally lays Jose out with a forearm
to the jaw. Aries puts on the Last Chancery on the ramp with Jose
slowly blacking out. If nothing else it’s nice to have Aries go full
on heel.

Earlier today, General Manager William Regal makes Finn Balor vs.
Shinsuke Nakamura for three weeks from tonight. Murphy of all people
comes in to interrupt and gets Nakamura for later tonight as a
punishment.

The announcers talk about Aries attacking Jose.

Deonna Purrazzo vs. Bayley

You can actually see the fans rise to their feet when Bayley’s music
comes on. Bayley dances to her the fans singing before suplexing
Purrazzo early on. The charge in the corner misses though and
Purrazzo hits a running knee lift. Bayley shrugs off some rams into
the buckle and hits a back elbow to the jaw. Bayley to Belly ends
Purrazzo at 2:46.

Carmella says she wants to be Women’s Champion when Alexa Bliss
comes in to say Carmella is nothing without Enzo and Cass. She left
Blake and Murphy because she was the star of the team. Carmella gets
in her face and dares Alexa to get in her way of the title. I can't
believe it but I'm getting into Carmella as a scrappy heroine.

Video on Samoa Joe.

Long video (as in the better part of four minutes) on Nia Jax vs.
Asuka.

Nia Jax vs. Liv Morgan

Morgan grabs a headlock to start but is easily shoved away and
pounded about the head and shoulders. Liv’'s forearms to the head
have no effect and it’s off to a very loose cobra clutch. An ankle
scissors sends Nia into the buckle and a dropkick staggers her a

bit. Not that it matters as Nia hits a great looking powerbomb for



the pin at 2:11. That’s a WAY better finisher for her than the
legdrop. Morgan was squashed here but she showed some really good
fire which could get her somewhere.

Carmella vs. Alexa Bliss next week.

Buddy Murphy vs. Shinsuke Nakamura

It’s kind of interesting that they put Nakamura out there almost
every week. No one else gets this much exposure around here but
they’ve done a great job of having him save the King of Strong Style
stuff for the big matches and just let him have fun in matches like
this one. Nakamura kicks him away to start and grabs a headlock
before doing that head against Murphy’s chest.

Murphy misses a clothesline and Shinsuke tells him to bring it,
setting up Good Vibrations. A counter sends Nakamura into the
buckles and he just smiles at Buddy. It’s time for the hard kicks
(“KING OF STRONG STYLE!”) and the running knee to the ribs makes it
even worse. The reverse exploder sets up Kinshasa for the pin on
Murphy at 4:35.

Rating: C-. Just a squash here to close things out but it’s always
cool to see Nakamura flip that switch that makes you realize pain 1is
imminent. Murphy is a good choice for a jobber to the stars as he’s
a former champion, which actually means something around here. I'm
not sure what Blake is going to do because having them in the same
vein would be a waste of time. Balor vs. Nakamura should be awesome,
albeit a bit predictable.

Overall Rating: C+. This was back to the NXT formula as they used
some simple matches to set up the bigger stuff for the upcoming
weeks. We have a firm date for Balor vs. Nakamura and a few other
feuds set up down the line. It’s not a great show but that’s not
what these things are supposed to be. Sometimes you just need an
hour of TV that builds towards the big shows and that'’s where NXT
excels.

Results

Oney Lorcan b. Tye Dillinger — Running Blockbuster



No Way Jose b. Josh Woods — Swinging full nelson slam
Bayley b. Deonna Purrazzo — Bayley to Belly
Nia Jax b. Liv Morgan — Powerbomb

Shinsuke Nakamura b. Buddy Murphy — Kinshasa

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book on NXT: The Full Sail Years Volume II at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1FWZZ2UA

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

NXT - April 13, 2016
They’ve Still Got It

NXT
Date: April 13, 2016
Location: Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center, Dallas, Texas

Commentators: Corey Graves, Tom Phillips

We’re back to normal now after Takeover: Dallas but we’ll be seeing
some the action from Wrestlemania Axxess where about four weeks of
shows were taped. This is going to include some TV debuts and
potentially the fallout from the big show, though there’s a good
chance a lot of that will be included in backstage segments. Let’s
get to it.

Commissioner William Regal runs down some of tonight’s big events,

including Shinsuke Nakamura'’s TV debut.

Opening sequence.
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The camera is a little different here as the hard camera is opposite
the entrance. Other than that it looks like a regular setup, despite
Axxess taking place just a few feet away.

Austin Aries vs. Angelo Dawkins

The fans are behind Aries here of course. Dawkins quickly takes off
his headband but gets taken to the mat and ridden a bit. A hard
shoulder puts the much smaller Aries down but he snaps off some
armdrags to take over. Dawkins throws him down and stomps away
before slapping on a front facelock. This sets up a lot of yelling
about Dawkins’ Island, the meaning of which I'm sure will be covered
later. Back up and Dawkins misses a charge in the corner, allowing
Aries to start in with those hard forearms. The neckbreaker over the

middle rope sets up a roaring elbow for the pin on Dawkins at 4:15.

Rating: C-. Standard debut here and there’s nothing wrong with that.
Aries looked fine here and beat up a jobber that we’ve seen before,
though none of that really matters as we’'re still waiting to see his
next big match. Given that Corbin is gone, maybe he could challenge

Balor as there’s no point in seeing Balor vs. Joe III.

Samoa Joe says nothing has changed and now he wants Apollo Crews

next week.
No Way Jose is coming next week.

Alexa Bliss vs. Tessa Blanchard

Tessa is of course the daughter of Tully. Bliss takes her down to
the mat to start but gets kneed in the face for two. Back up and
Alexa drops her again, allowing Bliss to stand on her back for
Graves calls a Tony Hawk. We hit the cravate for a bit before Bliss
loads up a slap. Tessa blocks it though and shouts I DON'T THINK SO
in a Stephanie style screech. Alexa is done with this though and
grabs Blanchard by the throat while giving us the best crazy eyes
I’'ve seen since Edge retired. A shove Tessa down and a standing
moonsault into knees to the chest gives Alexa the pin at 3:52.

Rating: C+. Bliss’ best match ever and a lot of it is due to those

eyes. I know she gets a lot of compliments for her looks but that



was one of the best visuals I’'ve seen in a very long time. At the
same time though, Tessa clearly has that it factor and knows what
she’s doing in the ring. Give her some experience and a bit of a
character and she’s ready to be one of the top women in NXT. Really
nice surprise here and I'm very pleased.

Finn Balor is ready for any challenger as the new #1 contender.
He’ll be sticking around for Nakamura’s in ring debut. That'’s really
the only option right now but it still seems a little soon.

Tommaso Ciampa/Johnny Gargano vs. Vaudevillains

Gargano armdrags Gotch into an armbar to start before it’'s quickly
off to Ciampa who takes English’s head off for two. Everything
breaks down for a bit and Gargano gets double teamed on the floor to
give the Vaudevillains their first real advantage. Gotch works on
the arm and tags in English, who comes in between the bottom and
middle rope. I’'ve never seen a male wrestler come in that way unless

he was injured.

Gargano knees Gotch off the apron and quickly crawls over to Tommaso
for the hot tag. A hanging downward spiral (think Randy Orton) gets
two on English but Gotch makes a blind tag to come in. The rollup
doesn’t work though and the flip over armbar makes Simon tap at 5:03
in a big upset.

Rating: C+. This picked up near the end but above that it was a big
surprise. You really don’t expect a main roster team (and they were
acknowledged as such) to lose to a team that hasn’t had a ton of
success even in NXT. Still though, well done on a clean win and

maybe Ciampa and Gargano are going to be the next challengers.

Tye Dillinger says Nakamura is great but tonight Nakamura is
competing against him, not the other way around. Tonight Nakamura 1is
being sent back to Japan. Dillinger leaves but comes back to give
interviewer Rich Brennan a 3.

Baron Corbin vs. Tucker Knight

Corbin takes him into the corner for some right hands to start but

Knight gets in a nice dropkick and a Thesz press. Back up and End of



Days puts Knight away at 1:57. Nothing to see here.

American Alpha stood in the empty convention center wearing their
new titles earlier today when Enzo and Cass showed up to praise the
new champions. They’d also like a match, which doesn’t even need to

be for the titles. Jordan and Gable seem to agree with the idea.

Bayley vs. Liv Morgan

Wristlocks are exchanged to start as the fans sing the HEY WE WANT
SOME BAYLEY song. Morgan does a Matrix move to avoid a clothesline,
only to get elbowed in the back. The fans think Bayley is going to
hug her but Morgan grabs an ankle scissors to take over. A bulldog
sets up a monkey flip, only to have Bayley counter a whip into the
Bayley to Belly for the pin at 3:24.

Rating: C-. Just a quick match to get Bayley back on her feet but
Morgan looked good out there at the same time. It’s clear that
they’re planting the seeds for the next batch of women and with Sara
Del Ray coaching them, there’s little doubt that they’ll all work
out. Remember how nothing Bayley and Sasha were back in the day and

then look at where they were just a year or so later.

Post match Bayley says she was beaten by a better woman but the fans

make her want to keep standing and be champion again.

Tye Dillinger vs. Shinsuke Nakamura

The chants are almost split to start but Nakamura’s fans cut off
Tye’s with a HE'S ELEVEN chant. Tye armdrags him down and holds up
the ten fingers, which fascinate Nakamura for some reason. He even
asks the referee about it but Tye tells him to bring it, which you
just don’'t do to this guy. Back up and Nakamura takes him to the
ropes before casually putting his head on Tye’s chest. That gets a
ten from Shinsuke and an offer to bring it.

The fans already say it’s awesome and while I get the sentiment,
could you save that for more than two minutes into a glorified
squash? Tye gets two off a good looking superkick and we hit the
chinlock. Graves has to mock the fans for failing to chant ELEVEN in
rhythm as Shinsuke starts his comeback. We get the kicks to the



chest and head, including the shaking stomp in the corner. The

Kinshasa puts Dillinger away at 5:14.

Rating: C. Dillinger is a great example of someone who has skills
and talent but is rarely ever going to win a big match. However, as
soon as you get the TEN thing going, everyone forgets about that
because he’s got enough charisma to carry him wherever he needs to
go, even if that’s normally to a loss. I don’t think Nakamura needs

much more explanation.

Overall Rating: C+. This was back to basics for NXT and that’s what
they do best. It was a night of quick/nothing matches but we got
some storyline advancement and potential matches set up for down the
road. It also helps that they announced two matches for next week
(American Alpha vs. Enzo/Cass and Joe vs. Crews) to give us
something to look forward to. As usual, NXT knows how to book week
to week and sets the standard for doing so.

Results
Austin Aries b. Angelo Dawkins — Roaring elbow
Alexa Bliss b. Tessa Blanchard — Moonsault knees to the chest

Johnny Gargano/Tommasso Ciampa b. Vaudevillains — Flip over armbar
to Gotch

Baron Corbin b. Tucker Knight — End of Days
Bayley b. Liv Morgan — Bayley to Belly

Shinsuke Nakamura b. Tye Dillinger — Kinshasa
Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my

new book of the History of the Intercontinental Title at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1D4D3EGQ

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B01D4D3EGQ?ref_=pe_2427780_160035660
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

NXT — December 2, 2015: I
Believe In A Thing Called
Joe

NXT

Date: December 2, 2015

Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Corey Graves, Byron Saxton, Rich Brennan

Takeover: London is in two weeks and the card is mostly set. That
leaves us with two shows to firm up the build, which means we could
be in for some entertaining nights leading up to the next big show.
The cliffhanger from last week saw Nia Jax throw her had in to the
ring for the Women’s Title shot and Bayley doesn’t have an opponent
for London yet. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Baron Corbin vs. Tye Dillinger

Some chops earn Dillinger a throw across the ring and Corbin chokes

on the mat. Corbin is in his full slow mode here and it’'s working as
always. Dillinger comes back with a clothesline and a superkick for

two, only to come off the middle rope and right into the End of Days
for the pin at 2:52.

Apollo Crews is ready for Corbin at Takeover and is ready to team up
with Finn Balor to face Corbin and Samoa Joe next week.

Tommaso Ciampa says Joe is dangerous, but Ciampa is even more
dangerous because he has nothing to lose. When he pins Joe tonight,
everything changes.

Nia Jax vs. Blue Pants

Pants has a modified version of the Price is Right theme. Jax takes


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/12/02/nxt-december-2-2015-i-believe-in-a-thing-called-joe/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/12/02/nxt-december-2-2015-i-believe-in-a-thing-called-joe/
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her down by the arm to start and stomps on the hand. A toss by the
head keeps Blue in trouble and her kicks have no effect. Some elbow
drops and a Samoan drop set up the big leg to squash Pants for the
pin at 2:10.

Dash and Dawson don’t want to talk about Enzo and Cass because
they’d rather just hurt people. If the consequences of hurting
people are the Tag Team Titles, they don’t have much to worry about.
Last week Enzo and Cass jumped them because those two can just talk
the talk instead of walking the way. Dash really doesn’t get why
Enzo and Cass are getting the title shot in London when they haven’t
beaten anyone. That'’s fine with them because Cass has a good leg
that they haven’t broken yet.

Adam Rose vs. James Storm

Rose orders his music cut off because this is serious business.
Storm starts with a shoulder but Rose gets in some shots to the back
to take over. A chinlock doesn’t get Adam anywhere as Storm comes
back with his forearms and running neckbreaker, followed by the Last
Call for the quick pin at 2:38.

The Vaudevillains are disappointed that they lost last week but
they’re going to win here tonight. Cue Jason Jordan and Chad Gable
to disagree. Really quick and to the point promos here.

Video on Sami Zayn winning the NXT Title last year at Takeover: R-
Evolution.

Vaudevillains vs. Jason Jordan/Chad Gable

Gable takes Gotch to the mat to start but Simon grabs the arm, only
to have Chad easily flip out. It’'s off to Jordan to take English to
the mat with ease and Aiden’s leapfrog is countered into an atomic
drop. The fans say this is wrestling as English counters an Irish
whip into the corner by standing on the middle rope and posing.
Gable comes back in and goes after English’s bad leg but gets
backdropped out to the floor for a big crash. Not that it matters as
Chad slides over and makes the tag off to Jason for a bunch of
dropkicks. The Grand Amplitude puts Gotch away at 5:28.



Rating: C. This was just a step ahead of a squash as Gable was
barely in trouble for a minute before making the comeback for the
hot tag. Those two could be something special in the future as Gable
is getting quicker every week. Jordan has come out of his shell by
bouncing off Gable, which has been the big trick they’ve needed for

over a year now.

Gable and Jordan offer a handshake but the Vaudevillains walk away.
Well it fits their name a lot better.

Emma and Dana Brooke are ready for Asuka in London.
We get another song from what seems to be Elias Sampson.

Liv Morgan vs. Emma

Morgan is formerly known as Marley and Gionna Daddio. Emma doesn’t
seem impressed and grabs the Dilemma followed by the Emma Sandwich.
Morgan comes back with a quick guillotine choke and a dropkick.
That’'s it for the jobber offense as Emma drops her again and gets
the win with the Emma Lock at 3:48.

Rating: D+. Morgan has some good charisma and the fans like her but
she’s still in the early stages of her NXT run, meaning these losses
don’t mean much. This was clearly just a warmup for Emma before she
gets ripped into 14 evenly divided pieces by Asuka in London. At
least it wasn’t a total squash.

Emma is in the ring when Asuka pops up on screen, beating the fire
out of a punching bag. She’ll see Emma in London.

Bayley says she’s ready for all challengers, including Nia Jax. This
brings up Nia, who stares at the title. Bayley says she’ll accept

anyone who comes at her, so Jax knocks her through a door.

Tommaso Ciampa vs. Samoa Joe

Ciampa isn’t scared as Joe drives him into the corner and works on a
wristlock before no selling a chop. Joe stays on the arm until
Ciampa tries another chop. That just ticks Joe off so he forearms
Ciampa’s head half off. They start slapping the taste out of each
others’ mouths with Joe getting the better of it until Ciampa grabs

a rollup and stomps on Joe’s arm.



More hard strikes stagger Joe and a guillotine choke has him in even
more trouble. Make that a Kimura but Joe drives him into the corner
again for the break. The enziguri knocks Ciampa half cold and a
scoop powerslam makes it even worse. Joe Facewashes him in the
corner and the release Rock Bottom drops Ciampa again. The fans are
behind Joe until the Muscle Buster and Koquina Clutch end Ciampa at
6:37.

Rating: B. That might be a bit high but dang these two were beating
the tar out of each other. Those were some incredibly hard strikes
with Joe absorbing everything Ciampa threw at him and looking like a
real killer for the first time with London looming. This has me even
more ready for the title match and was a really, really fun
surprise. Good stuff.

Overall Rating: B+. NXT is getting in six matches an hour. Can you
imagine most other wrestling shows pulling that off? This is
straight out of the old school WCW shows as they’re flying through
squash matches to set up the big show with the showdowns you want to
see. Awesome show this week and one of the best they’ve done in a
while.

Results

Baron Corbin b. Tye Dillinger — End of Days

Nia Jax b. Blue Pants — Legdrop

James Storm b. Adam Rose — Last Call

Jason Jordan/Chad Gable b. Vaudevillains — Grand Amplitude to Gotch
Emma b. Liv Morgan — Emma Lock

Samoa Joe b. Tommaso Ciampa — Koquina Clutch

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book of the History of Wrestlemania at Amazon for just
$3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0188BIJRGU

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:


http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0188BJRGU

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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