
Smackdown – August 12, 2022:
What Makes The Show Work
Smackdown
Date: August 12, 2022
Location: PNC Arena, Raleigh, North Carolina
Commentators: Pat McAfee, Michael Cole

It’s  time  for  a  title  match  as  Gunther  is  defending  the
Intercontinental Title against Shinsuke Nakamura. What matters
here is that they are treating the title like it matters and
that is more than you could say about most WWE shows for a
long time. Other than that, we are probably going to get more
about the returning Karrion Kross so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Women’s Tag Team Titles First Round: Raquel Gonzalez/Aliyah
vs. Xia Li/Shotzi

Gonzalez sends Shotzi to the apron to start but gets rolled up
for a fast two. A front facelock is shrugged off without much
trouble as Natalya and Sonya Deville pop up to scout from
ringside. Aliyah comes in with a high crossbody and we take a
break. Back with Aliyah getting dropped on her head for two
and Shotzi adding a bulldog.

Aliyah finally breaks away and brings Rodriguez back in to
clean house. Shoulders and fall away slams abound and the
spinning Vader Bomb hits Li. Shotzi manages a hurricanrana
into the corner and Sliced Bread gets two. A double Russian
legsweep is broken up by Aliyah’s spear and the Tejana Bomb
finishes Li at 9:31.

Rating: C. This was a nice workout for Gonzalez and Aliyah,
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which more or less meant Gonzalez cleaned house and Aliyah did
one thing at the end. Odds are they lose in the second round
but at least they had a chance to get in a win here. Li and
Shotzi were little more than cannon fodder here but the match
could have been a lot worse.

Video on Drew McIntyre vs. Roman Reigns, with Karrion Kross
debuting last week to interrupt the proceedings.

Karrion Kross and Scarlett call that the rebirth of a darkened
soul. Kross waited for the perfect time to strike the chosen
ones. Now you are going to see the new timeline, because
everybody pays the toll. We hear Drew McIntyre’s music and it
turns out this speech was taking place near him.

Here is Drew McIntyre for a chat. He is looking forward to
Clash At The Castle but first of all, there is Karrion Kross.
Last week, Kross returned after a year away and took out the
#1 contender and stared down Roman Reigns. That’s a problem
because that #1 contender is Drew McIntyre. Kross’ options are
knockout, hospital or graveyard, so he needs to watch what’s
coming at Clash At The Castle.

As for tonight, shock and awe, Reigns isn’t here tonight.
McIntyre was watching at Summerslam and saw Reigns need his
family, weapons and tables to beat Brock Lesnar. Well McIntyre
beat Lesnar with his bare hands, so what is he going to do
with Reigns? Cue Scarlett to interrupt (meaning black and
white  lights)  and  the  Usos  come  in  from  behind  to  jump
McIntyre. The 1D leaves McIntyre laying.

Video on the Intercontinental Title, similar to the video on
the US Title that has been airing on Raw. This is a great
idea, especially given how badly the title has been treated
for most of the last few…..decades?

Shinsuke Nakamura is ready for Gunther.

Ivar (of the Viking Raiders, who are no longer new or vicious)



comes to the ring for a singles match but Kofi Kingston jumps
them from behind. That doesn’t last long as the Vikings beat
him down and leave him laying. Well what did you expect man?

Sami Zayn knocks on Roman Reigns’ door (Why does he have a
dressing room when he isn’t here?) but gets the Usos. Before
he can get too far into his apology, Drew McIntyre jumps them
from behind and promises to do this every week they get in his
business. McIntyre goes looking for Sami, who escaped.

Brandon Scott/Trevor Irvin vs. Hit Row

The team (Ashante Thee Adonis/Top Dolla with B Fab) is back
with Cole saying there was “controversy” when they left. Top
Dolla runs Scott over to start and sends him into the corner,
where Adonis hits a slingshot dropkick. Irvin tries to come
after Dolla so it’s a World’s Strongest Slam to Scott and a
Wasteland to Irvin at the same time. A dropkick/belly to back
suplex combination (the Heavy Hitter) finishes Scott at 1:35.
Total dominance and the team still seems cool.

Post match Hit Row reintroduces themselves.

Video on Gene LeBell, who passed away recently. There’s a
legendary name you don’t hear much about on WWE TV.

We  look  at  Shayna  Baszler  becoming  #1  contender  to  Liv
Morgan’s Smackdown Women’s Title.

Gunther promises to make Shinsuke Nakamura suffer.

We’re ready for the contract signing between Shayna Baszler
and  Liv  Morgan….and  here  is  Ronda  Rousey  coming  over  the
barricade,  with  a  bag.  Rousey  says  she  was  suspended  and
fined, so she pours out the money from the bag. That’s double
the fine, because she’s going to get fined again since being
the baddest is expensive. Cue security, so Rousey beats them
up and then leaves, where Baszler is waiting on her. Baszler
says you can’t do that and Rousey says Baszler used to be a



killer before leaving.

With  that  out  of  the  way,  Baszler  gets  in  the  ring  and
promises Liv is next on the list. Baszler signs and tells
Morgan to get out here right now. Cue Liv, who says Baszler is
a bootleg Rousey, which Liv would know because she beat the
real thing twice. Liv signs and the fans remind her that she
tapped  out.  The  beating  is  on,  but  Morgan  manages  a
springboard  bulldog  through  a  table  and  escapes.  The  YOU
TAPPED OUT chants at Liv show you where she is at the moment.

The Usos come up to Sami Zayn and yell at him for leaving, but
Sami says he was going to get security. That doesn’t work for
the Usos, who are going to call out Drew McIntyre.

Here are the Usos to call out Drew McIntyre and any partner he
wants.

Drew McIntyre/??? vs. Usos

Non-title and non-partner for Drew to start but he beats up
both Usos anyway. The numbers game starts getting the better
of McIntyre but here is Madcap Moss for the save and McIntyre
has a partner. This seems to work for Drew and house is
cleaned as we take an early break.

Back with Moss exploding out of the corner to drop Jey and the
double tag brings in McIntyre and Jimmy. Cue Sami Zayn for a
distraction so a superkick into the Superfly Splash can get
two on McIntyre. Moss pulls Jey outside and they fall into the
timekeeper’s area. The Glasgow Kiss into the Claymore finishes
Jimmy at 9:05.

Rating: C+. The Usos almost have to be close to losing the
titles if they are losing a nothing non-title match like this
to a makeshift team. By “almost have to” I mean “probably
won’t but should”, because this reign just keeps going. Maybe
Hit Row can give them a challenge, but that might not be for a
bit. Moss is moving up the ladder nicely, and I certainly



didn’t have that coming a few months ago so well done on the
improvement.

Post match Jey goes after Drew but gets Futureshocked but Sami
takes the Claymore for him.

Maximum Male Models are in a photo shoot when Los Lotharios
interrupt. They should be the models and hit on Maxxine, which
has Max annoyed as Los Lotharios leave.

Video on Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Gunther.

Ricochet laughs about beating Happy Corbin last week and gets
jumped by…Corbin, believe it or not.

We meet Nikkita Lyons and Zoey Stark, who like to fight. And
dance, at least in Lyons’ case.

Intercontinental Title: Gunther vs. Shinsuke Nakamura

Gunther, with Ludwig Kaiser, is defending. They go with the
grappling  to  start  and  Nakamura  goes  with  a  headlock.
Uppercuts and chops drop Nakamura though and the Boston crab
has Nakamura in trouble. That’s switched into an STF as Cole
talks about Gunther wanting to face people like John Cena and
other elite stars. A cross armbreaker doesn’t work very well
for Nakamura so he starts kicking away at the arm. The arm is
good enough for a huge chop to put Nakamura down and we take a
break.

Back with Gunther favoring his arm so he kicks Nakamura in the
face. Gunther’s top rope splash is countered into a triangle
choke but he muscles Nakamura up. Nakamura switches into an
armbar,  which  is  reversed  into  a  butterfly  suplex  for  a
breather. A hard knee to the face rocks Gunther and Good
Vibrations makes it worse.

There’s the sliding German suplex, with Nakamura landing in
front of Kaiser for some yelling. Back up and Gunther hits the
shotgun  dropkick  in  the  corner  but  Nakamura  escapes  the



powerbomb. Kinshasa is loaded up….and knocked away by a hard
clothesline. Nakamura goes after the arm again so Gunther
dropkicks him in the back. The powerbomb retains the title at
13:06.

Rating: B. They did have a hard hitting match here and that’s
what you would expect from something like this. Gunther seems
primed to hold the title for a long time and now he has beaten
someone with a bit stronger resume than most of his previous
victims. Nakamura didn’t seem likely to win the title here,
but he can beat people up well and he made Gunther sweat here,
which was entirely the point.

Overall Rating: B-. The important thing to say about this show
was that it had energy. It didn’t come off like a show that
was all about one match and they had stuff going on throughout
the card. The show felt like it was building towards something
in the future and I’m wanting to see what happens next week.
Much like on Raw, it didn’t need a bunch of surprises popping
up, but rather people feeling like they were trying. That is
what we got here and it was a good show as a result.

Results
Raquel Gonzalez/Aliyah b. Xia Li/Shotzi – Tejana Bomb to Li
Hit Row b. Brandon Scott/Trevor Irvin – Heavy Hitter to Scott
Drew McIntyre/Madcap Moss b. Usos – Claymore to Jimmy
Gunther b. Shinsuke Nakamura – Powerbomb

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:
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Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Smackdown – August 5, 2022:
Get The Band Back Together
Smackdown
Date: August 5, 2022
Location:  Bon  Secours  Wellness  Arena,  Greenville,  South
Carolina
Commentators: Michael Cole, Pat McAfee

We’re done with Summerslam and well on the way to Clash At The
Castle, which should make for an energized few weeks. WWE
seems to want to make this show into something special and
they have the ability to do so. The main event is already set
and now we get to see what else they have. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a long recap of Summerslam, unfortunately set to
that song about Nashville being a crazy town.

The Bloodline arrives (with the Usos driving in what can’t be
a good idea).

Pat McAfee gives us a telestrated recap of him kicking Happy
Corbin low at Summerslam. We see the impact about ten times
before  cutting  to  the  back,  where  a  bunch  of  people  are
laughing at Corbin. Ricochet laughs a lot and gets a match
with Corbin tonight as a result. The telestrator gag went on
so long that it became funny.
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Ricochet vs. Happy Corbin

Corbin throws him into the corner to start but Ricochet kicks
him in the face, setting up the big flip dive to the floor.
Back in and Ricochet’s springboard is broken up but he’s fine
enough to block Corbin’s slide under the ropes. Corbin has to
dodge the apron moonsault and posts Ricochet as we take a
break.

Back with Corbin holding a chinlock before hitting a backdrop
for  two.  Ricochet  fights  up  and  hits  a  handspring  elbow,
setting up a springboard clothesline. The running shooting
star press gives Ricochet two but a moonsault is countered
into a torture rack neckbreaker (that was nice). A sunset flip
out of the corner gives Ricochet two but Corbin is back with a
heck of a Deep Six for two. Ricochet goes up but gets shoved
off onto the apron, leaving Corbin to go up and stare at
McAfee. The distraction lets Ricochet hit the Recoil into the
shooting star press for the pin at 11:46.

Rating: C+. This was a power vs. speed match and that is going
to work every time. It’s very nice to see Ricochet getting a
big win as Corbin’s bad luck continues. I’m not sure where
that is leading, but a motivated midcard Corbin is a nice
thing to have as it fits him well. Leave him around here doing
things like this and he’ll be fine.

Post match McAfee throws Ricochet a football, which Ricochet
throws back. McAfee signs it and punts it into the crowd for a
nice moment.

Sami Zayn knocks on Roman Reigns’ door. Post break the Usos
open the door but say it’s not a good time for Reigns. They’ll
text him.

We look back at Liv Morgan beating Ronda Rousey at Summerslam,
albeit with some controversy.

Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Ludwig Kaiser



If Nakamura wins, he gets an Intercontinental Title shot next
week. Kaiser sends him into the corner to start but Kaiser
blocks a kick. Good Vibrations has Kaiser in more trouble but
he grabs a tilt-a-whirl faceplant as we take a break. Back
with Nakamura hitting a running knee on the apron, only to
have Kinshasa broken up with an uppercut. Kaiser suplexes him
down for two but has to stomp his way out of an armbar.
Nakamura  hits  a  spinning  kick  to  the  head  and  Kinshasa
connects for the pin and the title shot at 8:46.

Rating: C. They kept this one pretty much to the point and it
worked well enough. I don’t need to see the match again, but
they built Kaiser up a bit by giving him a win over Nakamura
so this one meant a bit more. Nakamura vs. Gunther should be a
heck of a match and it can work well as Gunther’s first test.

We look back at the Viking Raiders taking out Xavier Woods.

Kofi Kingston isn’t used to being alone around here but he
promises revenge on the Vikings.

Sami Zayn knocks on Roman Reigns’ door again but gets the
Usos. Sami asks if he didn’t get the text because of bad
reception but he is sent to the production truck to make sure
Reigns’ entrance goes well.

Here is Liv Morgan, with her arm in a brace, for a chat. The
fans don’t seem to like her but that is why she is here. She
wants to address the elephant in the room, but we first pause
for the YOU TAPPED OUT chants. Liv appreciates being called
out and says the title means everything to her. It is why she
got through the armbars, and yes she tapped, but only once she
thought  the  referee  counted  three.  Cue  Sonya  Deville  to
interrupt and mock Morgan before promising to take the title
at Clash At The Castle. Why WWE felt the need to have Morgan
tap out in her first title defense and then talk about it is
beyond me.

Gauntlet Match



The winner gets a Smackdown Women’s Title shot at Clash at the
Castle. Sonya Deville is in at #1 and Aliyah is in at #2.
Deville wastes no time in taking her down for a chinlock.
Aliyah fights up but gets pulled into a reverse DDT (Deville’s
Advocate) for the pin at 2:16. Raquel Rodriguez is in at #3
and Deville goes right after her knee to take her down too.
The chinlock goes on again but Rodriguez powers up with a side
slam. The spinning Vader Bomb elbow sets up the Tejana Bomb to
get rid of Deville at 4:43 (total).

Shotzi is in at #4 and we take a break. Back with Rodriguez
powering out of an abdominal stretch and hitting another side
slam. Another Vader Bomb elbow sets up another Tejana Bomb for
the pin at 10:06 total. Xia Li is in at #5 and starts working
on Rodriguez’s leg in the corner. A half crab puts Rodriguez
in more trouble but she breaks out and hits a fall away slam.
The spinning elbow sets up another Tejana Bomb to eliminate Li
at 12:57 total.

Natalya is in at #6 and goes right after the knee, including a
chop block. The legs are tied up on the mat with Natalya
getting to punch Rodriguez in the head for a bonus. Somehow
Rodriguez rolls through and muscles her up for two off a
suplex. Natalya is right back with the Sharpshooter but a rope
is grabbed. Some right hands in the corner have Rodriguez in
more trouble but she Tejana Bombs her way out for the tap at
15:35 total.

Shayna Baszler is in at #7 to complete the field and we take a
break.  Back  with  Rodriguez  fighting  out  of  a  leglock  but
getting her knee stomped to cut her off again. Rodriguez makes
another comeback and tries the spinning elbow but gets caught
in  the  Kirifuda  Clutch.  Rodriguez  tries  to  flip  out  but
Baszler rolls her up and gets the pin for the title shot at
22:05 total.

Rating: C+. Oh yeah things have changed around here and that
is a good thing. Baszler is someone who seemed ready to move



into the title picture years ago but she was stuck with Nia
Jax for the better part of ever. This match was set up well,
with  Rodriguez  getting  the  superhero  push  before  getting
caught in a rollup after surviving the holds. Nice job here,
and the result is rather nice.

Sami Zayn bothers the Usos again but this time is told he’s
not seeing Roman Reigns tonight. Now either get it together or
lose the Bloodline shirt.

Viking Raiders vs. Jim Mulkey/Tommy Gibson

As I chuckle at the jobbers’ names, Ivar slams Erik onto
Gibson (who Cole doesn’t think is any relation to Hoot). A
super World’s Strongest Slam plants Mulkey and a spinebuster
sets up a double pin at 1:28. Total dominance.

Post  match  Kofi  Kingston  charges  the  ring  and  beats  the
Vikings up with a kendo stick.

Kofi Kingston vs. Erik

Erik wastes no time in catching a kick and planting Kingston
hard. Kingston gets up and hits a high crossbody for two but
Erik grabs a full nelson slam onto a knee for two more. Back
up and Kofi knocks him to the floor for the over the top dive
but he has to avoid an Ivar kendo stick shot. Back in and Kofi
rolls Erik up for the pin at 3:44.

Rating: C-. This was kind of a weird one as the Raiders have
been unstoppable monsters for a few weeks and here they lose
despite having a numbers advantage. There I no shame in losing
to a former World Champion so it’s hardly some shocking upset,
but it’s a bit of an odd way to go. The interesting thing for
Kofi is that he is so associated with the New Day that it was
pretty much impossible to imagine someone else coming out
there to save him.

A tournament for the Women’s Tag Team Titles starts on Raw. I



THOUGHT IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE BETTER NOW!!!

Video on Gunther.

Here is the Bloodline (minus the recovering Paul Heyman) for a
chat. After getting his acknowledgment, Reigns talks about how
he respects Brock Lesnar but Lesnar put Paul Heyman in the
hospital (yes hospital). Cue Drew McIntyre who says he’s ready
to fight Reigns right now….but then everything goes black and
white.  A  woman  appears  in  the  entrance  and  Karrion  Kross
returns to take out McIntyre. The woman, Scarlett, brings her
hourglass to the ring and Kross stares at Reigns to end the
show.  Kross  is  pretty  polarizing,  but  leather  jacket/hair
Kross instead of whatever the old Raw version was could work.

Overall Rating: B-. The most important thing about this show
is the general feeling of fun. It has an energy to it and it
feels like something different might happen. That was the case
on Raw too and while I don’t know if it is going to last, it
makes a world of difference here. Good show, with a pretty
decent amount of wrestling and some stuff set up for the
future. That makes for a nice evening, and that is what they
had here.

Results
Ricochet b. Happy Corbin – Shooting star press
Shinsuke Nakamura b. Ludwig Kaiser – Kinshasa
Shayna Baszler won a gauntlet match last eliminating Raquel
Rodriguez
Viking Raiders b. Jim Mulkey/Tommy Gibson – Double pin
Kofi Kingston b. Erik – Rollup

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Smackdown  –  July  22,  2022:
Another Boring Friday
Smackdown
Date: July 22, 2022
Location: TD Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Commentators: Pat McAfee, Michael Cole

And  then  Vince  McMahon  retired  from  WWE  and  everything
changed. This is one of those moments that you knew would
happen in some way at some point but you can’t actually fathom
it going down. On top of that, Brock Lesnar has reportedly
walked  out  on  the  show  and  won’t  be  here,  though  maybe
something can be salvaged. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here is Stephanie McMahon to get things going. She announces
Vince’s retirement and the fans immediately go into a THANK
YOU VINCE chant. Stephanie asks the fans to not get ahead of
them her and says thank you Vince for everything. This was
Stephanie the person rather than Stephanie the character and
that is completely acceptable given the once in a lifetime
circumstances.
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Here are the Street Profits to be all hyped up for their Tag
Team Title shot at Summerslam. Cue Theory to remind us that he
will be cashing in on Roman Reigns. That brings out the Usos,
who don’t like Theory threatening Roman Reigns. The Usos says
Montez Ford and his wife are leaving Summerslam with no titles
and the fight is on. Madcap Moss runs in and the good guys
clear the ring.

Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Ludwig Kaiser

Kaiser  knocks  him  into  the  corner  to  start  as  commentary
wonders if Gunther’s aggressive mentorship is a good thing.
Nakamura strikes back and gets Kaiser into the corner for Good
Vibrations. The leg is lifted up though and Kaiser hits a
suplex for two. That’s shrugged off though and Nakamura hits
the running knee in the corner. The apron kick to the chest is
blocked though and we take a break with Nakamura down on the
floor.

Back with Nakamura fighting out of a chinlock and hitting the
sliding  German  suplex  for  two.  Nakamura  stops  to  yell  at
Gunther though, allowing Kaiser to grab a small package for
two. A kick to the head drops Kaiser again and Nakamura rolls
him up, but the kickout sends him into a right hand from
Gunther. Kaiser grabs a DDT for the pin at 9:30.

Rating: C. Kaiser is someone who has done well in the limited
time that he gets to appear in the ring as he is fine for a
person  who  gets  to  clear  some  of  the  way  for  Gunther’s
opponents. The cheating keeps Nakamura strong on the way to
the likely Summerslam title match so it’s a story you’ve seen
before. Not a bad match here, and I’m sure we’ll get a rubber
match in the future.

Post  match  Kaiser  looks  pleased  but  Gunther  tells  him  to
assume the position anyway. Gunther pats him on the back….and
then chops him anyway. He’s a tricky monster.

We recap Liv Morgan cashing in the Money In The Bank briefcase



on Ronda Rousey.

We get a face to face with Rousey and Morgan, with Rousey
telling the interviewer to scram. Rousey is ready to win the
title back and expects Morgan to shake her hand. Morgan talks
about how she wants and needs the title more than Rousey.
She’ll shake Rousey’s hand, after she beats her again. This
was taking two bad talkers and having them talk to each other.

Happy Corbin jumps Pat McAfee, who gives chase to the back
this time. The brawl is on backstage with Adam Pearce and
company breaking it up.

Post break McAfee is back and gets tossed a microphone. McAfee
talks about how in eight days, it is man vs. big bald baby and
this right leg of his is putting the baby out for a nap. As
usual:  McAfee  can  talk  as  well  as  almost  anyone  in  the
company.

We look at the Viking Raiders being vicious and breathing all
heavy.

Viking Raiders vs. Shanky/Jinder Mahal

New Day is on commentary. Ivar elbows Mahal in the corner to
start but he comes back with a superkick. The beating takes
Mahal outside again and it’s a countout win for “the new
Vicious Viking Raiders (yes that is what they are officially
called)” at 1:39. Mahal and Shanky can’t take a pin?

Sonya Deville mocks Adam Pearce for his job as the boss, which
wouldn’t have happened if she was in charge. Pearce gives her
a match with Raquel Rodriguez as punishment.

Here  are  the  Brawling  Brutes  with  a  green  covering  over
something.  Sheamus  recaps  his  recent  issues  with  Drew
McIntyre, but his main problem is with McIntyre’s sword. There
is not going to be a match between them until that sword is
gone. Cue McIntyre, with Sheamus having Ridge Holland and



Butch wait outside in exchange for getting rid of the sword.
McIntyre: “What happened to you Sheamus? When did you become
such a b****?” He wants to know what happened to the Sheamus
he fought in front of 100 people when they have a chance to be
in a UK stadium show in front of 70,000 people.

McIntyre wants to fight right now and Sheamus is in….but just
not tonight. Instead, they can do this next week in a good old
fashioned Donnybrook, but the sword is barred from ringside.
They can have weapons though, which brings Sheamus to what is
under the covering: a bunch of shillelaghs! Adam Pearce comes
out to make the match and McIntyre cuts Sheamus’ cane in half.
That sword should be the one challenging Reigns as it is
getting more of the focus.

Paul Heyman talks strategy with the Usos, saying they need to
use Theory’s skills to help get rid of Moss and the Profits.
THEN it is time to go off the air with Theory taken out. The
Usos are in.

Raquel Rodriguez vs. Sonya Deville

Deville takes her into the corner to start and shoves her in
the face, only to realize that a waistlock is a waste of time.
With that broken up, Deville goes with a running knee for two
before we hit the chinlock. Deville’s guillotine is powered
off but Rodriguez misses a charge into the corner. A DDT gives
Deville two as she seems to be favoring her arm. Rodriguez
comes right back up with the Tejana Bomb for the pin at 3:35.

Rating: C. Rodriguez continues to be treated as someone who
can be the next big star in the division and it isn’t like
there is enough depth for her to overcome. I’m still not sure
why having Deville in there getting beaten up is supposed to
make her feel like a villain, but she lost a clean match here
so it’s even more confusing. This feels like a story where
they have forgotten the point and just keep moving forward
without a goal.



Lacey Evans vs. Aliyah

Remember how over the last few weeks, Evans has insulted the
crowd, put herself over because she’s a military veteran and
then laid out Aliyah before the match can start? Same thing
here.

Jeff Jarrett is very excited to be the guest referee because
he’s going to call it right down the line. It’s the biggest
tag match in Summerslam history (no) and it needs a special
referee. Spelling ensues.

We meet Max Dupri’s sister Maxxine (better known as Sofia
Cromwell from NXT) to say that what Maximum Male Models had
scheduled this week will take place next week.

Theory/Usos vs. Street Profits/Madcap Moss

Dawkins dropkicks Jimmy down to start and we’re in an early
armbar. The Profits take out the Usos and knock Theory off the
top for a bonus, allowing Ford to grab the Money in the Bank
briefcase for some drumming. We take a break and come back
with Moss getting pounded down in the corner.

That’s broken up and Moss gets over for the tag to Ford so
house can be cleaned. The villains are knocked outside again
and we take another break. Back again with Ford getting out of
trouble and bringing Moss back in to wreck the Usos. A kind of
lifting  powerbomb  gets  two  on  Jimmy  but  the  Punchline  is
broken up.

Jimmy drops Moss with a superkick for two but Theory would
rather walk out than get tagged in. Jey superkicks Theory and
go after him but Dawkins goes after them for whatever reason.
Ford hits the big flip dive, allowing Theory to take Moss back
inside. The brainbuster onto the knee gives Theory two but
Moss runs him over with a shoulder. Then Theory hits him with
the briefcase for the DQ at 16:52.



Rating: C+. This was the long form main event tag match and it
went well enough, save for the lame ending. That’s one of the
biggest problems with the Money In The Bank briefcase being
around: it lets the holder have an out, which WWE certainly
loves to use. It would be nice to see them doing something
else, but this is what you get around here and there isn’t
much of a way around the idea.

Post match Theory unloads on Moss…..and here’s Brock Lesnar
(McAfee: “I THOUGHT….” Cole: “I DID TOO!”). F5’s and briefcase
shots leave Theory laying to end the show. At least they
figured out whatever was going on with Lesnar.

Overall Rating: C+. Pretty good show here, though there was
nothing here that felt completely out of place after the big
McMahon news. Granted there is a very strong chance that it
will  not  change  until  after  Summerslam,  if  ever  for  that
matter, but at least they is a hope. Overall, slightly better
than average here, and I’ll take that after the drek that Raw
has been as of late.

Results
Ludwig Kaiser b. Shinsuke Nakamura – DDT
Viking Raiders b. Jinder Mahal/Shanky via countout
Raquel Rodriguez b. Sonya Deville – Tejana Bomb
Madcap Moss/Street Profits b. Usos/Theory via DQ when Theory
used the briefcase
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Smackdown – April 15, 2022:
Back Next Week?
Smackdown
Date: April 15, 2022
Location: DCU Center, Worcester, Massachusetts
Commentators: Pat McAfee, Michael Cole

We’re back to the blue guys and now the build seems to be on
for Wrestlemania Backlash. Last week saw Shinsuke Nakamura
come  after  Roman  Reigns  to  suggest  that  he  is  the  next
challenger while Charlotte vs. Ronda Rousey in an I Quit match
is officially set. Hopefully we get some built towards those
matches this week so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a long recap of Roman Reigns sending the Usos
after the Raw Tag Team Titles, setting up a pair of matches on
Raw.

Here are Raw Tag Team Champions Rated RKBro for a chat. We get
a lot of posing before Riddle talks about how stoked he is to
be back on Smackdown, especially with his best friend Randy.
After  going  on  about  Worcester  being  the  name  for
Worcestershire sauce, but it’s named after the one in England,
not this one. He learned that off of a Snapple lid, but Orton
cuts him off to get serious. Orton wants the Usos out here
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right now so here they are for the showdown.

The Usos go on a rant about how this is their place and
they’re ready for RKBro because they’re twin brothers who are
ready to face anyone. Orton says he loves the family but the
two of them are a******. Orton says the Big Dog left the
b****** off the leash and “frick that” (his words). We hear
about Orton’s career in a more fired up way than usual and the
challenge is accepted. The Usos go to leave but come back in
to pull Riddle off the ropes for a cheap shot, which Cole
calls a hit and run.

Sasha Banks/Naomi talk trash to Rhea Ripley/Liv Morgan about
Naomi vs. Ripley tonight.

RKBro asks Adam Pearce about the Tag Team Title match but they
can only get Riddle vs. Jey tonight, because THAT’S ALL THEY
DO FOR TAG TEAM FEUDS.

Naomi vs. Rhea Ripley

Sasha Banks and Liv Morgan are here too because we can’t just
have the freaking Tag Team Title match already and have to do
a bunch of singles matches first. Ripley powers her into the
corner to start and then runs Naomi down with a shoulder for a
bonus. A knee sends Ripley to the apron and a big boot knocks
her  down.  Naomi  follows  her  out  but  gets  blasted  with  a
clothesline as we take a break.

Back with Naomi fighting up and hitting an ax kick, followed
by a bulldog into the corner. A high crossbody gives Naomi two
and she faceplants Rhea for two more. Naomi grabs a full
nelson of all things but gets powered into a northern lights
suplex. The missile dropkick sends Naomi flying for two but
she’s back with a Bubba Bomb (that explains the full nelson)
into a cradle for two of her own. Ripley isn’t having that
though  and  grabs  the  Riptide  for  the  pin  at  8:44.  Banks
looking stunned that a monster like Ripley won a match is kind
of funny.



Rating: C+. It’s always nice to see Ripley getting a win like
this, even if it keeps Naomi looking as middle of the road as
possible. That is about all she does most of the time and the
Women’s Tag Team Titles isn’t exactly some huge upgrade for
her. Odds are the titles are retained on Raw though, allowing
us to have Ripley and Morgan split after….a whole six weeks or
so as a team?

The  Usos  don’t  answer  any  questions  and  head  into  Roman
Reigns’ locker room.

We look back at Happy Corbin turning on Madcap Moss.

Corbin doesn’t like Moss being called his former associate
because Moss was more of a hanger on or a gopher. He blames
Moss for losing his undefeated streak and now the loss of dead
weight is increasing his happiness levels. Just wait until
Moss becomes the laughingstock of Smackdown.

Drew Gulak, auditioning to become part of the broadcast team,
asks Moss about what Corbin says. Moss says Corbin bought him
his suspenders and taught him how to tell his jokes. That’s
why the jokes were bad, because having an audience of bald men
with a bad sense of humor will kill anyone. He isn’t worried
about facing Humberto either and tells them where the Kiss Cam
can go. McAfee explains the joke in case the visual didn’t
explain it.

Madcap Moss vs. Humberto

Humberto knocks him into the corner so Angel can get in a
cheap shot, allowing Humberto to mock the kissing deal. The
chinlock doesn’t last long as Moss fights up and hits an elbow
to the face. Moss pulls him out of the air for a fall away
slam  but  the  running  shoulder  in  the  corner  hits  Angel.
Humberto takes one of his own and the Punch Line finishes for
Moss at 2:28. Smart to give him a pretty decisive win, but a
grudge match against Corbin isn’t exactly enthralling stuff.



Angel yells at Humberto for losing to a joke.

Charlotte  comes  in  to  see  Adam  Pearce  but  Drew  Gulak
interrupts to ask about how he did. Charlotte says Gulak can
interview her in the middle of the ring and don’t be nervous.

Usos vs. RKBro is set for Wrestlemania Backlash.

Drew Gulak is in the ring to interview Charlotte. Gulak asks
if she is ready for a hard hitting interview but is told to
just hold the mic. Charlotte talks about how she turned down
the I Quit match with Ronda Rousey because she wanted to keep
Rousey  safe.  Gulak  mentions  that  Charlotte  tapped  at
Wrestlemania but Charlotte INSISTS that she was fixing her
bra. That’s not good enough for Gulak, who thinks that had the
referee been in place, Rousey would be champion.

Charlotte thinks that is out of line and asks if Drew stopped
wrestling  so  he  could  hold  a  microphone  and  ask  stupid
questions. She thinks everyone here has quit something, but
that is nothing she would ever do. Charlotte tells Gulak to
get out of her ring but attacks him before he can. The Figure
Eight makes Gulak tap (McAfee: “Charlotte Flair even taps out
interviewers!”) and shout that he quits until referees break
it up.

We recap Sami Zayn running from Drew McIntyre last week.

Ludwig  Kaiser  narrates  a  video  about  the  awesomeness  of
Gunther.

Drew McIntyre vs. Sami Zayn

Sami says he’s going to prove himself here and then runs to
the floor to start. McIntyre follows him out and hits Sami in
the face (after avoiding punching McAfee by mistake) before
taking him back inside. The Glasgow Kiss looks to set up the
Claymore but Zayn runs again, this time taking the countout at
2:29.



Drew isn’t happy post match.

Ricochet is ready to defend his Intercontinental Title.

Sami Zayn runs into Adam Pearce, who makes Sami vs. McIntyre
III in a lumberjack match next week.

Intercontinental Title: Ricochet vs. Jinder Mahal

Ricochet is defending and Shanky is here with Mahal. They
start fast with Mahal pulling Ricochet away from the ropes for
a crash to the mat. Ricochet fights back up and counters the
Khallas into a rollup for two. The Recoil sets up the 630 but
Shanky pulls Mahal to the floor. That’s fine with Ricochet who
dives onto both of them for the big crash. Back in and the
shooting star press retains the title at 2:59. Not quite a
squash, but Ricochet needed any kind of a win to get him back
on track after the Los Lotharios stuff.

Sheamus  isn’t  happy  with  Butch  losing  last  week  but  the
solution is that Butch needs to channel his aggression. They
try to convince him that New Day is the enemy…but Butch slips
away, because he’s treated like a child for whatever reason.

Post break, Butch, Sheamus and Ridge Holland attack New Day,
making me wonder why they bothered with the “lost” deal for
all of four minutes.

It’s time for part two of the Lacey Evans story. She talks
about how her father caught up with her and her mother and had
all kinds of anger and mental health issues. He would yell a
lot and throw a bunch of things until he was eventually on the
run from an assault charge. That helped her learn how to fight
from a young age and she knows how to be at rock bottom. No
one can phase her because she has been through worse. This
continues to be a good bit too serious for a wrestling angle.

Natalya and Shayna Baszler don’t like Lacey Evans treating
them like this because Lacey doesn’t respect legends. Lacey is



trying  to  take  over  the  locker  room  but  here  is  Raquel
Rodriguez to say how happy she is to meet Natalya.

Jimmy Uso vs. Riddle

Jey Uso and Randy Orton are here too. An early RKO attempt is
blocked and Riddle gets sent hard into the corner. The early
chinlock goes on but Riddle fights up and they go to the
floor. A superkick rocks Riddle again and we take a break.
Back with Riddle firing off a kick and a knee to stagger
Jimmy. The Bro To Sleep into a German suplex gets two but
Jimmy is back with a pop up Samoan drop. Randy and Jey get
into it on the floor to distract Riddle, allowing Jimmy to
kick him down. The Superfly Splash misses though and a pop up
RKO finishes Jimmy at 9:02.

Rating: C+. Here we have another example of a pretty good
match that meant absolutely nothing. Odds are we get every
combination of these four until we get to the pay per view and
while the big match will be good, it is going to have been so
watered down by all of these singles matches that it will lose
a bunch of impact. I would love to see WWE change up their
formula a bit, but that just isn’t going to happen.

Overall Rating: D+. This was as ho hum of a regular Smackdown
as I can remember in a long time. The wrestling was adequate
enough but it felt like a night where they just said “oh throw
whatever out there”. Mahal gets a title shot, two tag matches
are built up with singles matches, Sheamus N Pals vs. New Day
continues, Charlotte beats up an interviewer and a Madcap Moss
feature match. No Reigns, no Rousey, no Nakamura after the end
of last week’s show. It felt like they took a week off here
(and they may have due to the holiday), but you can’t get a
pre-taped promo in from someone that matters?

Results
Rhea Ripley b. Naomi – Riptide
Madcap Moss b. Humberto – Punch Line



Drew McIntyre b. Sami Zayn via countout
Ricochet b. Jinder Mahal – Shooting star press
Riddle b. Jimmy Uso – RKO
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