Main Event - September 16,
2017: The Short Term Holding
Pattern

Main Event
Date: September 14, 2017
Location: Honda Center, Anaheim, California

Commentators: Nigel McGuinness, Vic Joseph

It’'s been a busy week for WWE so let’s make sure we have one more show in
there, just to fill in some space of course. Hopefully the matches are a
bit more interesting this week, though last week’s show was one of the
better ones they’ve done in a good while. Then again it’s not like
there’s much continuity around here. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Rhyno vs. Dash Wilder

Feeling out process to start with Rhyno smacking him in the face a few
times. Wilder charges into an elbow but is able to shove Rhyno off the
top and down onto the floor in a heap. Back in and we hit a quickly
broken chinlock, followed by Rhyno’s running shoulder in the corner. The
Gore misses but Rhyno settles for a spinebuster and the pin at 5:45.

Rating: D+. Just a match here with Rhyno still being over for reasons I
can’t quite pin down. Maybe it’s just how simple his character is and you
know exactly what you’re going to get from his matches. It’s also nice to
have Wilder at least making an appearance here or there while Dawson

recovers.
From Raw.

Roman Reigns vs. Jason Jordan

Reigns won’t shake hands to start and John Cena is shown watching in the
back. Feeling out process to start until Jordan charges into a right
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hand. The corner clotheslines are countered with the belly to belly and
Jordan has a breather. One heck of a running clothesline lets Reigns hit
the corner clotheslines but the Superman Punch is countered into the

Crossface.

Back from a break with a headbutt dropping Jordan again, followed by a
suplex to do the same. We hit the chinlock for a bit before another
suplex (granted a different variety) sends Reigns flying. That great
dropkick puts Reigns down again and it’s still another suplex for two

more.

The running shoulder in the corner sets up some rolling northern lights
suplexes for another near fall. We hit the Crossface but Reigns finally
makes the rope (after nearly tapping on his face). Back up and Jordan’s
shoulder goes into the post, setting up the Superman Punch. The spear is
enough to put Jordan away at 15:18.

Rating: B. Jordan is getting better and the more time he spends away from
Kurt Angle, the better this push seems to be going. He just doesn’t need
the Angle connection and I'm glad that they’re doing something like this
instead of having them be paired on screen. Reigns looked good here too

and is starting to look a bit more comfortable in recent weeks.

Reigns shakes his hand post match. Post break here’s Cena to call out
Reigns for almost losing. He'd like an explanation, but recommends that
Reigns keep it at about one sentence in the form of a catchphrase. Roman
says he was out here having a great match, which Cena can’t do. Reigns
has had more great matches in the last two years than Cena has had in his
career. Reigns: “What do you think about that?” Cena: “You can’t pin this
one on me guys. Reigns is burying himself.”

Cena talks about how Reigns has never been put in check before but Cena
is going to show him what real failure is. The way things are going, No
Mercy is going to be a cake walk. Cena goes to leave but Reigns calls him
back in and says he finds it interesting that Cena wanted to fight him.
The reason Cena is back is because Reigns is selling the tickets that
Cena hasn’t been able to sell in five years. It must be because he can’t
break into Hollywood. Reigns: “If you need help, I know a guy.” Cena says



No Mercy is going to be like a drug test: Reigns isn’t passing.
And again from Monday.

Here are Brock Lesnar and Paul Heyman for a chat. Heyman knows that we’re
coming up on a pay per view called No Mercy where Braun Strowman is going
to have to do everything he can to take the title away from Brock. That'’s
interesting though because Braun is reminding Heyman of what Lesnar did
in 2002, when he beat people like the Rock, Hulk Hogan, Rob Van Dam and
the Undertaker. So is Strowman going to be ready to cross the line from

sports entertainment into Suplex City?

Heyman doesn’t think so, but here’s Braun to interrupt. The fight is on
and Brock grabs a German suplex (I believe the first time he’s ever done
that to Strowman) but Braun no sells it, drawing a stunned look from
Lesnar. That's a great spot, though ignore the fact that Cena did
something similar in 2014. Strowman lays him out with a chokeslam and the
running powerslam as Heyman is terrified.

Mustafa Ali/Lince Dorado/Gran Metalik vs. Noam Dar/Tony Nese/Ariya

Daivari

Daivari and Dorado start things off and it’s a hurricanrana and
springboard moonsault press for two on Ariya. Dar comes in and it’s time
to start in on his arm, sending him outside for a break. Back with
Daivari grabbing a chinlock on Metalik and shouting a lot. Dorado grabs
the handspring Stunner and it'’s off to Ali and Dar. Ali grabs his rolling
neckbreaker as everything breaks down. The villains are sent outside and
of course that means a triple flip dive with Ali barely grazing Nese.
Back in and the 054 ends Daivari at 8:49.

Rating: C-. This was every six man tag you see out of the cruiserweights
and that’s not the worst thing in the world. Dar has really fallen off
the map since the Alicia Fox split and I can’t say I'm surprised. He
never was anything great in the ring (not that he’s bad) but really, he’s
just kind of there at this point.

Video on Big Show vs. Braun Strowman in the cage.



From Raw, one more time.

John Cena vs. Braun Strowman

Graves says Cena is trying to take Strowman out like Reigns could never
do. So Cena is out to put him on the shelf for several months now as
Reigns already pinned Strowman and put him out for weeks. Cena gets
thrown out to the floor to start and then whipped hard into the corner
for good measure. Strowman hits a dropkick of all things and the

announcers are stunned.

Cena’s right hands have no effect but he gets the feet up in the corner.
A fall away slam sends Cena flying and we take a break. Back with
Strowman being sent outside but running Cena over again. They head back
inside with Cena getting him up for the AA but falling forward from the
weight.

The Shuffle is broken up just as easily with a spinebuster giving
Strowman two. Cena manages an AA, only to have Braun roll out to the
floor. A run around the ring is cut off with Strowman picking up the
steps and bouncing them off Cena’s head. That’s not a DQ for no apparent
reason so Strowman throws the steps inside for a powerslam, which is
enough for the DQ at 13:58.

Rating: C. This was a squash with a screwy ending as Cena makes someone
else look like a killer. You know, because he hasn’t done it yet this
month. Strowman looks like a monster and it was a heck of a performance.
I'm actually believing he could win the title at No Mercy, only to lose
it to Reigns before he beats Lesnar to retain at Wrestlemania.

Overall Rating: C-. Just a show here with nothing standing out. We're
kind of in a short term hold pattern at the moment as we get closer to No
Mercy, meaning a lot of this stuff doesn’t mean a lot. Strowman vs. Cena
being run on free TV with no build bothers me more each time I think
about it but at least the ending was the right call. Not much of a show
this week but that’s Main Event for you.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the



Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-k
bs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Main Event - September 7,
2017: I'll Walk With You

Main Event
Date: September 7, 2017
Location: CenturyLink Center, Omaha, Nebraska

Commentators: Vic Joseph, Nigel McGuinness

We’'re in a new era here because a change in the commentary team is enough
to warrant calling it a new era. Corey Graves has moved up to Smackdown
so this show falls to Joseph and McGuinness, who probably aren’t going to
change all that much. Hopefully the show is good, though as usual it
depends on what you get from Monday. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

TJP/Brian Kendrick vs. Mustafa Ali/Lince Dorado

Dorado enziguris Kendrick to start and gets two off a dropkick. Ali comes
in with a neckbreaker for the same but it’s off to TJP for a headscissors
into some dabbing. A double slam drops TJP and Kendrick charges into a
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double flapjack. TJP gets in a clothesline from the apron to drop Ali and
the villains take over for the first time.

It’s off to Brian for an armbar with a neck crank but TJP can’t get the
kneebar. Kendrick can get a superkick to his jaw though and the hot tag
brings in Dorado. A moonsault press gets two on TJP and everything breaks
down. Dorado dives onto Kendrick and it’s the 054 from Ali to put TJP
away at 6:32.

Rating: C+. These cruiserweight tag matches have been getting a lot
better in recent weeks. They’re flying all over the place and showing
what they’re capable of doing, which makes them great choices for opening
matches like this one. TJP has grown on me considerably and Ali is
getting better every single time. Good, fun match here.

From Raw.

John Cena vs. Jason Jordan

Before the match, we look at Cena answering an open challenge from Kurt
Angle fifteen years ago in his debut match. The fans are actually behind
Cena, which should tell you a lot about Jordan’s future. Jason grabs an
early takedown and grabs a waistlock. Cena can’t do much with him to
start until a hard clothesline drops Jason without much effort. A suplex
gets two on Jordan, followed by a hard whip into the corner for the same
as we take a break.

Back with Jordan hitting his own suplexes and that’s enough for Cena, who
initiates the finishing sequence. Jordan’s rollup is countered into the
STF but he reverses into something like a Crossface. Cena powers out
(because he’s Cena) and reverses another suplex into a crossbody. That's
enough for Cena though as he grabs the AA for the pin at 11:38.

Rating: B-. These performances make Jordan look like a star but the whole
being Angle’s son thing is really not doing him any favors. It’'s not an
effective story and I think WWE is starting to get that. Hopefully they
build Jordan up and then do something to get rid of the Angle connection
because it’s not doing much for him.



Post match Roman Reigns comes out for a chat. Back from a break with
Roman asking why it took a veteran twenty minutes to beat a rookie. I
don’t think Reigns knows A, what a rookie is or B, how to tell time. Cena
says Roman is starting to ask questions and that’'s the worst thing he
could do. They’'re distracting him and he’s out here with his zipper down.
Reigns: “I busted it actually. Big dog.”

Cena promises that Reigns will get his answers at No Mercy, either by a
guy who has lost his steps or someone who has been stringing Roman along.
Roman is going to learn that he’s an entitled golden boy while people
like Chad Gable, Jason Jordan and even the Miz have had to fight and claw
their way to get where they are. Point being, Cena doesn’t respect Reigns
because Roman is the only one living a lie. Reigns wants to fight right
now but Cena doesn’t seem interested. That makes Roman think he’s all

talk, which is why Reigns doesn’t respect him.
From Raw again.

Intercontinental Title: The Miz vs. Jeff Hardy

Miz is defending. Jeff gets three near falls in the first minute before a
clothesline puts Miz on the floor. A dive is teased but Jeff pulls back
as Miz moves, sending us to a break. Back with Jeff getting two off his
sitout gordbuster but mostly missing the Whisper in the Wind. Dallas
offers a distraction so Axel can break up the Swanton, leaving Matt to
take care of both of them. All three are ejected and it’s Jeff grabbing a
rollup for two.

Miz’'s DDT gets the same but he misses the running clothesline in the
corner. Miz hits a running knee ala Daniel Bryan for two and we hit the
YES Kicks. Jeff is right back with a dropkick but his dive off the apron
is broken up. We hit the Figure Four for a bit with Jeff getting out
without too much trouble.

The Twisting Stunner has Miz in trouble so he heads outside, only to get
caught by Poetry in Motion against the barricade. Back in and the Swanton
misses thanks to Maryse telling her husband it was coming. Another Twist
of Fate is countered into the Skull Crushing Finale to retain the title
at 13:02.



Rating: B. Better match than I was expecting and Miz retaining clean (the
Maryse thing wasn’t interference) is a good idea. The fact that they’re
pushing Miz's total days as champion is interesting too as he’s only
about six months away from setting the all time record for combined days
with the title. That'’s easily something he could reach, along with most
title reigns. They would be crazy not to push the heck out of that and it
seems to have started.

Elias vs. Kalisto

The fans seem interested in walking with Elias. After a little ditty
about how there’s nothing cool about Omaha, we’re ready to go. Kalisto
starts fast with a bunch of kicks to the leg and we take an early break.
Back with more kicks, followed by the hurricanrana driver. Not that it
matters as Elias nails Drift Away at 5:55. Not enough shown to rate but
it felt like they were very rushed.

Video on Big Show and Strowman breaking the ring back in April.

Big Show vs. Braun Strowman

Inside a cage with pinfall/submission/escape to win. Strowman splashes
him up against the cage to start but runs into the KO punch as we go to a
break. Back with both guys down again until Show slams him into the cage
over and over. Show tries to climb for some reason and gets crotched,
only to shove Strowman off again.

That means a top rope elbow for two and a THIS IS AWESOME chant. Show
goes for the door but gets pulled back, only to have Strowman get the
door slammed on his head. A double shoulder puts both of them down but
Show’s chokeslam is countered into a DDT for two. The chokeslam is good
for two and Show escapes the powerslam. Strowman misses a charge and goes
into the cage wall but is still able to catch Big Show escaping. The big
old superplex plants Show and it’'s the running powerslam for the pin at
16:58.

Rating: B. These two continue to surprise me as they haven’t actually had
a bad match. WWE has a bad tendency to turn these battles of the big men
into really boring matches but this was another great power match with



both guys looking good. It’s also proof that having an obvious winner
isn't the worst thing in the world. Strowman was obviously winning (Big
Show isn’t Kalisto after all) and it didn’'t make the match any less

entertaining.

Post match Strowman says that’s nothing compared to what he’ll do to
Lesnar. Now it’'s time to put Big Show out to pasture, so Strowman
powerslams him through the cage (a section of which breaks and falls to
the floor) to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. Pretty standard episode this week, though I really
like that cage match. The Reigns vs. Cena stuff is still entertaining and
I remain stunned by how well they’'re treating Elias. He’s barely lost
aside from Finn Balor and that's quite the record for someone who
shouldn’t be that big of a deal. Hopefully things go well for him and he
can get back on Raw soon enough.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-k
bs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Main Event — August 31, 2017:
I Still Can’'t Get Over That
Promo

Main Event
Date: August 31, 2017
Location: FedEx Forum, Memphis, Tennessee

Commentators: Vic Joseph, Corey Graves

It’'s a shame that this can’t be your classic Memphis style show as it
would give things a fresh blast of energy. That being said, I can live
with dull wrestling if it means we get to see the Roman Reigns/John Cena
promo again, which was easily one of the most entertaining things I've
seen all year. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Dana Brooke vs. Alicia Fox

They lock up to start with Fox sending her into the corner but getting
rolled up for two. A handstand splash gets two on Alicia but she comes
back with some knees to the back. We hit the chinlock as it’'s pretty
clear they don’t have much to do here. The northern lights gives Alicia
two but Brooke makes her comeback with some slams and a cartwheel splash
for the pin at 5:20.

Rating: D. Thank goodness they didn’t have her job here in a meaningless
match. I’'ll never understand how someone can get back out there so soon
after the kind of loss Brooke went through (her boyfriend died less than
a week before this was taped) but it’s quite impressive that she’s back
out there performing. The match was exactly what you would expect from
something like this but I'm not going to hold anything against Dana at
this point.

We look back at Braun Strowman laying out Brock Lesnar two weeks ago.

From Raw.
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Here are Brock Lesnar and Paul Heyman for a chat. Heyman talks about what
happened last week with Braun Strowman, who is the kind of monster that
his parents warned him about. Strowman had an historic night at
Summerslam when he, as Corey Graves said, monster handled Lesnar by
powerslamming him through two tables. We see a clip of last week’s attack
on Lesnar, which Heyman says made him know Strowman is a monster. At No
Mercy, Lesnar is going to be ready for Strowman. Heyman explains what's
going to happen but Brock takes the mic. Brock: “What he’s trying to say
is Suplex City bx**x* ”

From Raw again.

Kurt Angle is in the ring for the contract signing between Cena and
Reigns. Cena is out first to say that he’s on Raw to face one man and
Angle has made that happen for No Mercy. He’'s seen Reigns being treated
as the untouchable star and we’ll see how he can hang at No Mercy. Cena
signs and here’s Reigns. Roman says that as great as Cena is, there’s one
thing that he’s done that Cena can never do: retire the Undertaker at

Wrestlemania.

Cena kneels before him and says some people are still trying to figure
Reigns out. We hear about the fans wanting to see Cena change his ways
(with the term heel turn being dropped in a rare moment) before Cena says
Reigns is just a guy trying to fill shoes he can never fill. Cena isn’t a
man at the end of his career with a bad hip. The reason Reigns won’t sign
that is because the Roman Empire is done if he does.

Reigns says Cena sucks so Cena puts his arm around Angle and says the
fans think he does too but he won a gold medal. Roman seems a bit shaken
and lost for what to say. Cena: “Go ahead find it. I’'ll wait. It's called
a promo and if you want to be the big dog you’'re going to have to learn
how to do it. SEE YOU FOURTH WALL!” Reigns gets fired up and goes on a
rant that sounds straight off a message board, talking about how hard he
works on the weekend so Cena can be on the Today Show.

Then Cena gets on his tour bus and shows up at a show if they pay him
enough with the big shovel to bury people around him. Reigns is the one
guy he can’t bury or see. Cena calls him out for being repetitive and



says “it took you five years to cut a halfway decent promo but now I'm
about to cut you down to size.” He talks about the mythical golden shovel
but it’s always the fans who hold the keys and they always will.

Cena is tired of hearing the same thing for ten years by a lot tougher
people. Here’'s the thing: Cena hasn’t main evented Wrestlemania in five
years and he was the opening match at Summerslam. He won the US Title and
used it to introduce new stars to the WWE including Kevin Owens and AJ
Styles (I believe he means Sami Zayn as AJ debuted way later). Reigns
took the US Title as a demotion and now stands there blaming Cena for not
being able to hang with him.

Cena has seen a lot of people trying to hang at this level and he’s heard
about one guy getting to do it. Now he sees Roman face to face and gets
the line of the night: “You're lucky I'm a part timer because I can do
this part time way better than you ever could full time.” Reigns signs
and turns over the table...and the clip ends before Anderson and Gallows’

ridiculous cameo appearance can be mentioned.

Ariya Daivari vs. Mustafa Ali

Daivari takes him down without much effort and we hit an early armbar. A
dropkick sends Daivari outside and we take a break. Back with Daivari
eating a jumping knee to the face for two but grabbing a spinebuster for
the same. Not that it matters as Ali’s rolling neckbreaker and tornado
DDT set up the 054 for the pin at 8:20.

Rating: C. It didn’t have much time to do anything (remember the long
break) and that’'s kind of a shame. Ali has become one of the more
consistent cruiserweight performers and Daivari isn’t the worst, as long
as we don’t have to hear his lame promos. This was your standard Main
Event cruiserweight match though and that’s not a good thing.

We’ll wrap it up here.
Women's Title: Alexa Bliss vs. Sasha Banks

Banks is defending and gets rolled up for an early two. Sasha sends her
hard into the corner and grabs an armbar. They’'re starting with a slow



pace and Bliss bails to the floor for a breather. There are the double
knees from the apron and we take a break. Back with Bliss holding an
armbar of her own before starting in on the back.

It’'s off to a bow and arrow hold but Banks fights up without too much

effort. The Bank Statement doesn’t work so Sasha goes with the running
knees in the corner, only to miss a second attempt. Bliss goes with a

hard right hand and a Code Red for a pretty close two. Banks gets in a
few more knees and some aggressive forearms in the corner.

Back up and Alexa catches her in the corner by sending her face first
into a buckle. A top rope superplex connects to bust up the back even
more. Bliss is slow to cover and gets caught in the Bank Statement.
That's reversed into a rollup for two and there’s the DDT to give Bliss
the title back at 15:00.

Rating: B. I'm really not getting the lack of successful title defenses
for Banks. That makes four reigns and she’s lost the title in her first
defense every time. As for the match itself, Bliss winning clean is an
interesting call and the right one if you have to change the title. She
looked better than she has before in the ring and is getting to the point
where she can hang with the better workers. Couple that with the insane
charisma and persona and she’s quite the force.

Post match Nia Jax comes out and destroys Sasha before putting Bliss on
her shoulders. One electric chair later and Jax holds up the title over
the new champ to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The main event and the long promo alone make this an
easy show to watch. As usual the original wrestling was nothing memorable
in the slightest but I don’t think anyone watches this show for that
content. Raw is still on a roll right now with even the recap shows being

entertaining.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-k
bs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Main Event — August 24, 2017:
You Never Get Used To This

Main Event
Date: August 24, 2017
Location: Barclays Center, New York City, New York

Commentators: Vic Joseph, Corey Graves

I just can’t get away from the Barclays Center. If my math is right, this
is the seventh show WWE taped from the venue in four days and hopefully
that means they’ll be all beach balled out. 0dds are this is going to be
a run of the mill show though as it’'s not like these things are really

any different no matter where they are. Let'’s get to it.
Opening sequence.

Heath Slater vs. Curt Hawkins

Slater sucks up with the Brooklyn 3:16 shirt. Hawkins does the FACE THE
FACTS pose so Slater does a bit of a striptease to take the shirt off. A
side kick gives Slater two and it’'s off to the armbar. Hawkins knees him
to the back to send Slater into the corner and that means it’s time for
more posing. We hit the chinlock for as long as a chinlock is going to go
before frustration starts to set in. A knee drop gets two and we hit the
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second chinlock. Heath fights up but gets tripped straight down, only to
small package Hawkins for the pin at 4:36.

Rating: C-. This was actually better than you would expect with Hawkins
playing a heel who was ahead but got too caught up in bragging to finish
the job. Slater hung in there until he had an opening to capitalize on
and won as a results. It might not be in depth but it’s a story, which is

a lot more than you would expect most of the time for Main Event.
Off to Raw.

Here are Lesnar and Paul Heyman to open things up. Heyman says this isn’t
a tape delay because we're live with Brock Lesnar still your reigning and
defending Universal Champion. He talks about the conspiracy against
Lesnar, who fought off everyone else last night to keep his title. For
the first time in his life, Lesnar was taken off the battlefield in an
attempt to get rid of him without having to pin him or make him submit.
But Lesnar wouldn’t have any of that and marched back down the aisle so
conquering could ensue. As for tonight, there is no one in WWE or UFC
history, like Lesnar himself.

Cue Braun Strowman and you can see Lesnar wince a bit. The fans cheer for
Strowman as Brock gets in his face. A chokeslam is countered but Braun
kicks him in the face and hits a powerslam to put Lesnar down. He starts
to get up so it’'s another powerslam, leaving Strowman to hold up the
title.

And then again.

Here's Sasha Banks for her first comments after winning the title. She
may be from Boston but she’s always left her heart right here in
Brooklyn. Like when she and Charlotte tore the house down last year at
Summerslam, which allows her to wish Ric Flair well. Sasha plans on
defending the title the right way but here’s Alexa Bliss to interrupt.
She laughs off the idea of Sasha being the right kind of champion but
wants nothing to do with a rematch tonight in front of these Brooklyn
fanboys. They’ll fight soon enough but for now, Bliss is fine making

Sasha wait.



Lince Dorado vs. Brian Kendrick

Brian takes him to the mat to start but Dorado flips up without too much
effort. A quick trip to the floor earns Kendrick a hurricanrana and we
take a break. Back with Kendrick getting two off a big boot and slowing
things down with a cravate. Like WAY down as the hold stays on longer

than it needs to.

A belly to back superplex is reversed into a crossbody to drop Kendrick

and Dorado has a breather. There’s a spinwheel kick into a hurricanrana

for two, followed by the springboard Stunner for the same. The shooting

star hits knees though and Kendrick grabs the Captain’s Hook for the tap
out at 11:19.

Rating: C. Another match that was better than I was expecting though
again that’'s not covering a lot of ground. Dorado is fine for a low level
face and Kendrick has completely exceeded expectations in his run with
the company. I'm still not sure how good of a finisher the glorified
chinlock was but he’s making it work to a certain degree.

We’'ll wrap it up with Monday’s main event.

Miz/Samoa Joe vs. Roman Reigns/John Cena

Cena bulldogs Miz to start and the fans are very pleased as it’s already
off to Joe. The fans go nuts over something and Cena actually pauses to

look at it....because it’s a freaking beach ball. It seems that the ball

is taken away with Cena looking annoyed, earning himself a beating from

Joe. Miz comes in to stomp away and it’s time for the wave again. Now

Cena joins in the wave, earning himself a quick DDT for two.

The cheering and booing continues as a beach ball is put into play and
confiscated as the match continues to be ignored. Cena gets ax handled
for two as Miz stops to tell the fans to pay attention. Miz misses a
charge and it’'s off to Reigns to clean house with clotheslines to no
reaction. Roman gets taken down as well for the YES Kicks. The last one
is countered into a powerbomb though and both guys are down again.

Joe Rock Bottoms Roman but Reigns heads outside to beat up the



Miztourage. Back in and the hot tag brings in Cena for the finishing
sequence. Joe cuts off the Shuffle though and it's off to the Koquina
Clutch. Reigns tries a save with the Superman Punch but Joe sidesteps it,
causing Cena to get hit instead. The second Superman Punch hits Joe but

Cena pops up and grabs the AA to pin Miz at 13:03.

Rating: C+. I hate beach balls, I hate beach balls, I hate beach balls.
As usual, whenever you ask a crowd to pay attention for this long (to
something they paid for of course), it’s bound to cause them to lose
their interest and set off something like this. Naturally their response
is screw anyone who doesn’t like it, because wrestling fans are selfish
creatures by definition. I couldn’t stand this stuff in Orlando and it’s
really annoying now, much like WWE encouraging this nonsense. As for the
match, it was exactly what you would expect though Cena pinning Miz made
me roll my eyes.

Overall Rating: C+. This was one of the better shows they’ve done in a
long time with two completely watchable matches and some good stuff from
Raw. I'm not sure how to live in a world where Raw is completely
outshining Smackdown but that’s been the case for a long time now. That
makes the recap show a lot easier to watch and two pretty good matches
helped quite a bit. Nice show this week.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-k
bs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Main Event — August 17, 2017:
Who Was That Again?

Main Event
Date: August 17, 2017
Location: TD Garden, Boston, Massachusetts

Commentators: Vic Joseph, Corey Graves

It’s the go home edition of Main Event and that has to be worth
something. I mean, I have no idea what it would actually be worth but
there must be something there. 0dds are we’re looking at another batch of
cruiserweight matches this week, which might not be the worst thing in
the world. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Kalisto vs. Curt Hawkins

Kalisto goes with the kicks to start but eats an elbow to the jaw for his
efforts. Curt gets sent outside for a teased dive, only to get kicked in
the head on the way back in. A pull of the leg brings Kalisto off the
ropes though and we hit the chinlock. Kalisto gets planted with a
spinebuster for two but Hawkins misses a split legged moonsault of all
things. Things speed up again and Hawkins gets caught by the springboard
corkscrew dive, followed by the Salida Del Sol to give Kalisto the pin at
4:27.

Rating: C-. It’'s a shame that Hawkins is stuck as a jobber to the stars
(though steady employment and TV time are nothing to sneeze at) as his
entrance alone is worthy of a chuckle. Kalisto seems to have become a
regular on Main Event and while that might not be the best usage of him,
at least he’s here instead of on the sidelines.

Package on Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose’s recent issues.
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From Raw!

Here’'s Dean for an opening chat. Dean wants to talk to Seth in person so
here’s Rollins (still with the BURN IT TO THE GROUND in his music). Seth
gets right to the point: they would be unstoppable as a team. He’'s done
playing games and sticks out his fist. Dean isn’t sure but then says Seth
has to be kidding.

He rants about Rollins not being there for him last week but Seth says
that their differences are why they work so well together. Seth goes to
leave but Dean stops him and puts out the fist. It’'s turned down AGAIN
and Dean takes him down for a fight. They fall out to the floor so here
are Sheamus and Cesaro for the beatdown.

Ambrose and Rollins eventually fight them off and clear the ring, drawing
one heck of a YES chant. Now Dean puts out the fist...but Seth isn’t sure.
Then Seth puts out the fist but Dean isn’t sure. They finally put the
fists out together and NOW we have the eruption that the fans have been
holding in for weeks. Hang on a second though as here’s Kurt Angle to
make the Tag Team Title match with Rollins and Ambrose getting the shot

at Summerslam.
Again from Raw.

Bray Wyatt vs. Finn Balor

Another Summerslam match coming early. They go right after each other to
start with Bray doing his hop over the ropes for a kick to the head. A
right hand drops Balor onto the apron but he gets in a kick to the face
and we take a break. Back with Bray hitting a gutbuster for two and
hitting a hard clothesline. It’s off to a chinlock for a bit until Balor
kicks him in the head for a breather.

Bray gets caught with another running boot for two but comes right back
with his running crossbody. The backsplash gives Bray two more but Balor
adds a quick double stomp to the ribs. They head outside with Finn
getting the running dropkick against the barricade but the Coup de Grace
is broken up. Sister Abigail gives Bray the clean pin at 11:23.



Rating: C+. That's Bray'’s third straight win over a former World Champion
(two wins over Seth Rollins) but for some reason it feels like he’s still
going nowhere. That loss at Wrestlemania really did cripple him and it’s
going to take another big win, like winning the World Title, to bring him
back. Balor losing clean is surprising here, but I really hope they don't
just have him beat Wyatt again on Sunday.

Bray gives him another Sister Abigail after the match. The lights go out
and come back on with Balor sitting unconscious in the corner. Bray has a
bucket and pours what looks like blood (or barbecue sauce) all over Bray.

Gran Metalik/Lince Dorado vs. Ariva Daivari/Drew Gulak

Gulak charges into Dorado’s knee to start and gets ankle scissored down.
Metalik gets launched into a dropkick to put Gulak down again but Drew
grabs a headlock to slow things down. Back up and Metalik spins around
the ropes into a wristdrag to send us to a break. Back with Dorado
hurricanranaing Gulak down and getting two off a high crossbody.

Drew finally slams him head first onto the mat and puts on something like
an inverted Sharpshooter. That doesn’t last long either though as Metalik
makes a save, allowing Dorado to hit a double handspring Stunner. Metalik
dives onto Daivari, leaving Dorado to hit the shooting star to pin Gulak
at 8:21.

Rating: C-. They mixed the formula up here a bit and that’'s a good thing
after doing the same thing so many times. There wasn’t even a hot tag to
Metalik at the end. I have no idea why Metalik and Dorado aren’t being
used as a low level tag team on the main rosters. They work well together
and it’s not like the technico luchador team is a hard act to pull off.
But hey, let’s just let them flounder on 205 Live and Main Event instead.
I'm sure nothing bad will come of it.

We’ll close it out here.

Angle is in the ring, which is surrounded by security, to bring out all
four participants for Sunday’'s Universal Title match. First up we have
Brock Lesnar and Paul Heyman with Paul talking about how unfair Sunday’s
match is going to be. It’s going to be all three challengers going after



Lesnar and as a fan, Heyman thinks that concept sucks.

One day, a very long time from now, someone is going to be man enough to
defeat Lesnar and become the new guy. However, it’s not going to be the
false Samoan Samoa Joe or the Monster Among Men Braun Strowman, or the

man who conquered the Undertaker, Roman Reigns. Heyman sees two possible

options for Sunday.

Option A is Lesnar having the title stolen from him, meaning you might as
well put him in a cage (Heyman: “HINT HINT!”). Option B is Lesnar wins
and it turns out that Heyman has been underselling him all these years.
This brings out Samoa Joe to say he’s putting Lesnar to sleep on Sunday.

Braun Strowman, now with his own shirt, comes out to say he’s always the
last man standing. Joe takes credit for last week’s win and it’'s FINALLY
Reigns coming in as well. Roman takes Joe down but walks into the
powerslam, leaving Lesnar vs. Strowman. Security comes in to break them
up but are quickly dispatched. The locker room comes out and can barely
hold them back to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. Pretty easy show to watch here, which is more than you
can say about a lot of Main Events. This time around we had a completely
watchable cruiserweight match and a forgettable singles match (I can
already barely remember that Kalisto beat Hawkins) to go with recaps from
a watchable Raw. I'll take what I can get though and call this one fine.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-k
bs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-kbs-More
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-kbs-More
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Main Event — August 10, 2017:
The Chris Jericho Tribute
Match

Main Event
Date: August 10, 2017
Location: Air Canada Center, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Commentators: Vic Joseph, Corey Graves

The show heads north of the border this week and there are some options
for this show. Monday’'s Raw didn’t feature several names and since no one
works twice around here, there’s a good chance we could be seeing some
bigger names around here. Oh and Curt Hawkins. Never forget Hawkins.
Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Apollo Crews vs. Curt Hawkins

See, I told you there would be a Hawkins sighting. They pose at each
other to start but Crews pops off a dropkick to take over. Hawkins 1is
smart enough to choke on the ropes and grabs a belly to back suplex for
two. A regular suplex gets two and we hit the chinlock. Back up and Crews
hits a running kick to the face, followed by the enziguri and standing
moonsault for two. Hawkins comes back with an enziguri of his own but
what looks like a running right hand is countered into the Toss Powerbomb
to give Crews the pin at 4:29.

Rating: D+. As usual, the best thing about a Hawkins match is his awesome
entrance. It’'s a shame that something so funny is being wasted on someone
who is nothing but a jobber to the stars. Crews continues to be insanely
athletic but he still needs charisma and a character, which is only going
to be done so well by Titus International.
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From Raw, part one.

We start fast this week as Miz and company are in the ring for MizTV. Miz
is tired of being blindsided on his own show so he wants Jason Jordan out
here right now. It’s Kurt Angle instead, who has his own guest for the
show: Brock Lesnar. The place goes coconuts for Lesnar and Paul Heyman,
but Miz cuts Paul off because this is his show. Miz talks about how it’s
almost a guarantee that Lesnar is losing the title because all three
challengers are going to gang up on Lesnar. And remember, if Brock loses,
he’s gone for good. If Miz is a betting man, he’s picking one of the
challengers to leave as champion.

It’'s time for Heyman to talk and he gets straight to the point: “Do you
and your wife ever role play?” Heyman loves the idea of role play so
let’s have Miz play Roman Reigns, Bo Dallas play Samoa Joe and Curtis
Axel play Braun Strowman. Now let’s preview Summerslam. Three F5’s later,
Lesnar calmly leaves.

And the sequel.

Here’'s Finn Balor for a chat. After some required TOO SWEET chanting,
Balor talks about kicking Bray’s teeth down his neck last week. If
there’s one thing Finn knows, it’s that you have to kick fear in the
face...and here’s Wyatt to interrupt. Bray appears in the ring but Balor
is on the top. They fight for a bit until Bray disappears, only to
reappear on screen to say he enjoys Balor’s bravery.

Before the next match, we’re graced with a song from Elias about how
horrible Canada is with all of its ugly citizens. Cue a well known
Canadian for the save.

Elias vs. Kalisto

Kalisto says he wants to walk with Elias but settles for sending him
outside for a hurricanrana off the apron. We take an early break and come
back with Elias pulling Kalisto’s arm down onto the apron, earning them
both a series of TEN counts. The arm goes into the apron again and it's
time for an armbar.



Kalisto reverses into a rollup for a quick breather but Elias kicks him
in the shoulder again. A hammerlock belly to back suplex gets two and we
hit the third armbar. An armdrag gets Kalisto out of trouble and he rolls
over to kick Elias in the head, only to have the Salida Del Sol reversed
into Drift Away for the pin at 10:02.

Rating: D-. It’s hard to find a really bad Main Event match but they
pulled it off here. How in the world can you have a ten minute match with
three armbars included? Elias is going to be used as something special in
WWE though I still have no idea what that’s going to be. Kalisto is a
good jobber to the stars, though I still have no idea why he beat Braun

Strowman earlier in the year.
Quick look at Bayley’s injury.
Finally from Raw again.

Braun Strowman vs. Roman Reigns

Last Man Standing. Reigns meets him n the aisle but gets thrown from the
floor into the ring. It’s too early for a Samoan drop as Strowman pounds
Reigns down for an early five count. Reigns is sent outside and we take a
break. Back with Strowman throwing the steps inside but Reigns slugs away
for a breather. A pair of big boots stagger Strowman and a shot with the
steps puts Strowman on a knee.

Reigns hits him in the face with the steps and Strowman goes down,
allowing Reigns to hit him in the chest with the steps over and over.
Back up at seven and Strowman blocks the Superman Punch by sending Reigns
into the corner. That spinning Big Ending gives Braun a breather but
Roman gets in a quick Superman Punch to put both guys down. Strowman is
back up with a dropkick of all things but he misses a charge and hits the
post, knocking him out to the floor.

Reigns gets in the apron dropkick and it’s table time. He takes too long
with it though as Strowman clotheslines him down again and sets up the
table in the ring. Again it takes too long though and Reigns hits a
Samoan drop through the table, only to have Strowman roll outside to get
on his feet. Reigns goes after him so Strowman LAUNCHES the timekeeper’s



chair at him, knocking Reigns completely silly for nine. Great visual and
if Strowman doesn’t win, I have no idea why he didn’t do it there.

They fight into the crowd and up to the announcers’ table with Reigns
hitting another running dropkick. Strowman is up again and throws Roman
into the screen. The announcers’ table is loaded up but Reigns gets to
his feet for two Superman Punches. The spear is blocked with a big boot,
only to have Reigns pop back up and hit the spear. Reigns pulls himself
up...and Samoa Joe reaches out from the crowd to put Reigns in the Koquina
Clutch. The THANK YOU JOE chant starts up and Strowman is up at nine for
the win at 22:00.

Rating: B-. This got going once they brought the table in and I REALLY
like that ending. Strowman wouldn’t have gotten up without the delay in
the count thanks to Joe and Joe himself looks like the real winner, which
makes sense considering he wasn’t even on the show so far. It’s not a
classic or anything but the ending was the perfect call, outside of MAYBE

a double knockout.

Overall Rating: D. Pretty weak show this time around and that’s not the
biggest surprise in the world. MizTV was fun, the Last Man Standing match
was brutal, the Balor segment was stupid and the original matches ranged
from “we’ve seen this before” to a tribute to Chris Jericho’s ARMBAR
list. This was one of the worst shows they’ve done in a good while and
that’s hard to do for Main Event.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-k
bs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:
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Main Event - August 3, 2017:
Now That’s More Like It

Main Event

Date: August 3, 2017

Location: PPG Arena, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Corey Graves

With less than three weeks before Summerslam...odds are nothing is going
to change around here. We’ll likely have the same kind of Raw moments and
highlights to go with the original content. That being said, there’s a
bit of hope after last week’s rather strong show. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.
Gran Metalik/Lince Dorado vs. Drew Gulak/Brian Kendrick

Dorado speeds things up on Gulak to start but eats an elbow to the face
to cut him off. A sunset flip gives Dorado two and it’'s off to Metalik
for a dropkick. Kendrick comes in and runs Metalik down so it’s time for
some springboards into an armdrag to drop Brian again. Metalik keeps
things going with a springboard elbow to the jaw and a dropkick for two.
A moonsault hits knees though and it’s time for the villains to take

over.

They start in on the arm until Gulak misses a charge in the corner.
Metalik joins the I Use The Sling Blade Club to drop Kendrick and the hot
tag brings in Dorado to start cleaning house. Gulak counters a leapfrog
with a sunset flip (sweet), only to have the luchadors hit stereo
moonsaults (off the same buckle). Back in and Dorado drops the shooting
star press for the pin on Gulak at 6:52.
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Rating: C+. Dorado and Metalik had some good looking high flying stuff in
there with those moonsaults looking awesome. It’s also nice to not have
the villains win at the very end after getting beaten down for most of
the match. I still like Metalik a lot though Lince leaves a few things to
be desired.

We get Roman Reigns’ video to hype Monday'’s triple threat.

It’s time for MizTV with the Miztourage out in full. Jason Jordan is
brought out as the guest but Miz keeps cutting him off to ask about the
fans booing Jordan. Jason says he’s ok with the booing because he’s just
going to keep going. Miz likes the attitude and offers him a spot in the
Miztourage. Jordan says thanks but he’s good. We hear Miz’s resume but
Jordan passes again. That’s cool with Miz, who thinks Jordan is cool with
his dad handing him everything.

Jason would rather be chewed up and spit out than be associated with
someone like Miz. That’s not cool with Miz, who doesn’t have to latch on
to a different Olympian every week or rely on someone who was given a job
out of pity. Jordan gets in Miz's face over the Kurt insults but Miz
calls off the Miztourage. A charge at Jason is countered into a belly to
belly, sending Miz straight into the Miztourage and Jordan bailing before
he gets destroyed.

Also from Raw.

Big Cass vs. Big Show

Before the match, Enzo says he’d rather eat a banana peel before he
associates with Cass again. Show jumps Cass during the entrances and
hammers away, including the loud chop in the corner. Cass can’t whip him
so Show sends him outside instead. It’'s too late for a break though so an
elbow drop gives Show two. Cass starts taking out the leg though and it’s
off to a leglock. A big boot to the jaw just seems to wake Show up though
and he chops Cass out of the air. Another big boot drops Show...and Enzo
comes in for the DQ at 5:07.

Rating: D. What the heck was that? I guess we’re setting up a handicap
match at Summerslam, which could be a good win for Cass though I'm really



not needing to see Enzo vs. Cass again. Cass has already proven himself
over Enzo and there’s no need to keep doing the same thing over and over

again.

Post match Cass throws Enzo down but walks into the KO Punch to end the

show.
Samoa Joe’s video hyping the triple threat.
Emma vs. Mickie James

Mickie headlocks her down to start and easily flips out of a
headscissors. A pinfall reversal sequence gives us some near falls,
followed by Mickie getting two more off a neckbreaker. Emma misses a
charge in the corner and gets kicked in the face as we take a break. Back
with Mickie not being able to hit the MickieDT but it’s a flapjack into a
nipup to keep Emma in trouble. Mickie’s middle rope Thesz press gets two
but she gets sent face first into the middle buckle for the pin at 7:03.

Rating: D. That felt like they had to go home REALLY fast as they were
starting to roll and then Emma hit one move for the pin. This was more
out of the pre-Women’s Revolution playbook and I don’t think anyone wants
to go back there. I'm assuming Emma is still being punished for wanting
more screen time because Heaven forbid anyone want something like that.

Strowman’s video.
Recap of the triple threat, including Monday’s in-ring segment.
And of course, to wrap things up.

Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman vs. Samoa Joe

Strowman starts running both of them over in the early going, sending
both of them out to the floor. Back with Strowman missing a charge and
getting kicked in the head for his efforts. Joe kicks Strowman in the
head and gets in a fight with Roman, who he pulls down into a Fujiwara
armbar. The fight heads outside for a bit with Joe grabbing the Koquina
Clutch on Strowman over the barricade.



Strowman is almost out but Joe lets go to fight Reigns inside. The Rock
Bottom is broken up and Reigns loads up the Superman Punch, only to have
Joe roll outside in a smart move. That'’s fine with Roman who hits the
Superman Punch off the steps but Strowman is back up to block a spear
with a big boot. Strowman LAUNCHES Reigns from the floor back inside but
Joe gets in another kick.

The steps are put inside as Joe grabs the Clutch on Roman with Strowman
making the save. There'’s the powerslam for two on Joe as Reigns has to
make a save this time. Strowman is back up with the steps but a Superman
Punch knocks them away. The steps knock Strowman outside and the spear
ends Joe at 14:38.

Rating: B. I certainly don’t think this means that Reigns wins at
Summerslam but MY GOODNESS they have more guts than I thought if they
actually go with that. Joe was the only option to eat the pin here
(unfortunately) because you don’t want Strowman losing more than he ever
has to. Reigns winning is another attempt to troll the fans (in theory)

but I'd really hope they don’t mess this up at Summerslam.

Overall Rating: C. This was back to business as usual for Main Event as
there was almost nothing worth seeing with the original content being
very forgettable. That being said, it’s still really hard to complain
about a show that covers the big stuff from Raw and gives you two
original matches in about forty five minutes. Nothing great of course,
but completely watchable.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-k
bs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:
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Main Event - July 27, 2017:
Worth the Wait

Main Event

Date: July 27, 2017

Location: Verizon Center, Washington D.C.
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Corey Graves

It’s the nation’s capital edition of the show and that means...well
nothing of note really as we have the random assortment of matches which
could go anywhere on this show. That'’'s a good thing though and hopefully
the Raw highlights are better than what they do around here at times.
Let’'s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Cedric Alexander vs. Tony Nese

Nese glares at him a bit and gets armdragged down for his efforts. That
earns Alexander a hot shot onto the top rope and the springboard
moonsault for good measure. It's off to the Tree of Woe so Nese can work
the abs (both Cedric’s with the kicks and his own with the crunches) and
it's off to a bodyscissors. Cedric fights back with some shots to the
face though, followed by the great looking springboard clothesline for
two. Nese gutbusters him to stay on the ribs, only to get kicked in the
head. The Lumbar Check gives Cedric the pin at 5:28.

Rating: C+. They had something going here with the rib stuff and that’'s a
lot more than you can ask for on a show like this. Alexander is one of
the most consistently entertaining and polished performers on 205
Live...but it’s still 205 Live. He hasn’t been near the Cruiserweight
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Title and I have no idea why. Would Alexander vs. Neville really be the
worst feud in the world?

From Raw!

Here’'s Kurt Angle to open things up. Angle talks about the weight being
lifted off his shoulders since he’s announced Jason Jordan as his son

(Quick sidebar: why would having an illegitimate son from nearly thirty
years ago cost him his family? Are Angle’s wife and family so nuts that

they can’t accept him dating in college?).

As for the #1 contendership, Brock Lesnar will be defending
against....someone we’ll find out later as Braun Strowman interrupts to
say he better be getting the title shot. Cue Samoa Joe to say he wants
another shot at Lesnar because he knows he can finish him. Strowman and
Reigns can finish each other but he better get his title shot. Roman
comes out to say Joe and Strowman haven’t done anything to earn a shot
and lists off all of his accomplishments.

Angle changes his mind again and makes the four way for Summerslam. Joe
isn’t happy but the brawl breaks out anyway with Joe and Reigns hammering
away on Strowman. That lasts all of thirty seconds before they start
fighting each other. Strowman gets back up and beats on Reigns before
dominating Angle’s security. Joe gets the choke on Strowman until the
locker room comes out for another failed save attempt. Reigns spears
Strowman down but he pops right back up and sends Joe and Reigns outside.

And again!

Bayley vs. Sasha Banks

The winner gets Bliss, who sits in on commentary, at Summerslam. Feeling
out process to start with Bayley grabbing a rollup but getting smacked in
the face. Bayley gets in a kick and the charge in the corner, only to get
knocked off the top as we take a break. Back with Bayley fighting out of
a double arm crank and getting two off a facebuster. The Backstabber into
the Bank Statement has Bayley in trouble until she flips over into a
rollup for two.



They slap it out with Banks getting the better of it, only to miss the
top rope knees. Bayley knees her in the head but gets caught with a
Shining Wizard to put both of them down. A fired up Bayley gets more
aggressive than she’s been in a long time and slugs away, only to have a
superplex broken up. Sasha hits a frog splash but Bayley reverses the
cover into a rollup for the pin and the title shot at 13:14.

Rating: B-. Good match here as Bayley continues her short road to
redemption. Having Bayley win the title on the big stage could be
interesting but it’s more likely that Banks turns on her to cost Bayley
her chance. At least they’'re building up the card in a hurry though as
this is the second match announced in about two hours.

Kalisto vs. Apollo Crews

Crews doesn’t waste time and grabs a slam to start, followed by the good
looking dropkick. He's certainly athletic. A headscissors sends him
outside though, followed by a hurricanrana to stagger Crews even more.
Kalisto gets kicked out of the air though and we take a break. Back with
Crews getting two off a slingshot senton and Kalisto’'s sunset flip

getting the same.

The masked one gets in his variety of kicks, including the rolling kick
to the head. The hurricanrana driver looks to set up the Salida Del Sol
but Kalisto has to settle for a tornado DDT for two instead. A moonsault
misses though and Crews’ Toss Powerbomb is good for the pin at 7:36.

Rating: C+. They were flying around well enough here and Kalisto
continues to look quite good. He'’'s such a random former two time US
Champion as this is about as high as he gets anymore. Well save for that
time when he beat Braun Strowman for reasons that still aren’t entirely
clear.

Clips of Kurt Angle announcing Jason Jordan as his son.
And finally.

Dean Ambrose/Seth Rollins vs. Miz/Miztouraqge

Ambrose hammers on Axel to start and runs him over for some right hands



and elbows to the head. Rollins comes in for a knee drop as we see
Sheamus and Cesaro watching. That...could be interesting actually. Miz
comes in and eats a Sling Blade, followed by the Miztourage being cleared
out as we take a break. Back with Rollins in trouble as Miz cuts off a

hot tag attempt.

Miz gets two off a neckbreaker and it’s off to Axel for a dropkick (Axel:
“HOW GOOD WAS THAT???”). Rollins fights off Dallas but it’s still not
enough as Miz grabs a DDT for two more. We hit the YES Kicks with Corey
singing Miz's praises because he can. The good old double clothesline
puts both Rollins and Miz down, followed by a quick roll over to Ambrose
for the hot tag.

House is quickly cleaned, including a rebound lariat on Dallas. The top
rope elbow is good for two as everything breaks down. Axel escapes Dirty
Deeds and it’s the Skull Crushing Finale for two on Ambrose. Stereo
suicide dives put the Miztourage down though and it’'s Dirty Deeds to put
Miz away at 17:47.

Rating: B-. They got along well enough but I can’t imagine they’1ll put
the Shield back together for real anytime soon. The match wasn’t great or
anything though it’s not like this was supposed to be a classic of any
kind. I liked the match and they did a good enough job of keeping the
crowd going. I'm not sure where this is going at the end but it’s got
enough of my attention.

Post match Seth puts out the fist for the Shield pose but Ambrose leaves
him hanging to end the show.

Opinion: B. One of the best shows they’ve had in a good while and for the
first time in a long time it’s because of the original content. The two
matches were energetic and felt interesting, even if they don’t mean
anything either way. It's a very entertaining show and that'’s a rather
nice surprise, which you don’t get to say around here, pretty much ever.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-k
bs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Main Event - July 6, 2017:
The Latest Show I Forgot to
Remember

Main Event
Date: July 6, 2017
Location: Talking Stick Resort Arena, Phoenix, Arizona

Commentators: Vic Joseph, Corey Graves

This show is starting to improve as I can’t remember what happened last
week. Far too often the shows would be almost interchangeable with the
same talent appearing over and over. Now though, things are being mixed
up enough that I can’t even guess what was on here last week. Therefore,
hopefully we can have another show that I forget by Sunday again. Let’s
get to it.

Opening sequence.

Rich Swann vs. Ariya Daivari

Daivari misses a shot in the corner and Rich dances away as only he can.
A dropkick gives Swann two but Daivari rolls away before the Phoenix
splash can launch. Instead he sends Swann hard into the post and stomps
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away back inside. We hit the neck crank before Daivari puts on something
like a Sharpshooter with his arms, only to have Swann make the rope.
Shame too as that was a cool looking move. A big kick to the head knocks
Daivari silly and a rollup gets two. Daivari grabs a reverse DDT and the
frog splash gets two. Another kick do Daivari’s head sets up the Phoenix
splash to give Rich the pin at 5:41.

Rating: C-. As dull as Daivari is, Swann continues to be one of the most
energetic members of the roster. Sure his big thing is dancing but that’s
become background information to the solid matches he’s put on. The
problem is he’s stuck here on Main Event or in unimportant matches on 205
Live. At least the matches are still good though, which is a great reason
to keep him around.

Long recap of Enzo Amore vs. Big Cass.
From Raw.

Here’s Enzo to open the show. He lists off all the bad things that have
happened to him in the last year and says that all happened while Cass
was behind his back. Cass watched all that time because he never had
Enzo’s back. Cass wanted to take advantage of the silver tongue but now
he has to face the fists that come with it.

Enzo is grateful for everything that’s happened to him and he’d shove his
dad down a wishing well before he joined the dark side. He's grateful to
every kid out there wearing his gear. They’'re the people who help put

’

food on his table because he believes in the good that he’s doing. It's
something you just can’t teach. He walks in and out of a room with
confidence because he knows who he is and he knows where he’s going. He's
been in holes a lot deeper than seven feet before and Cass is nothing

more than a catchphrase that Enzo wrote.

Cass said his mouth writes checks that he can’t back up but no one goes
harder than him. Next time, don’'t be surprised if that merchandise check
is for ZERO DIMES. Unless he starts wearing a Casshole shirt. Enzo is
ready to go but comes back to say he’s ready to fight on his own because

it’s all him now.



Also from Raw.

Samoa Joe and Brock Lesnar are live via satellite for a sitdown
interview. Joe rants about being tired of answering questions because
he’s ready to fight. Lesnar calls him a coward but Joe says Brock can
never get his hands on him. Joe is ready to fight so Lesnar lists off all
the names he’s beaten. That’'s fine with Joe, who has a list of names he’s
choked out. Lesnar and Heyman chuckle so Joe walks out and goes to find
Brock. Angle tries to talk him down but security pulls Joe away from

Lesnar’s room.

Kalisto vs. Scott Dawson

And Revival isn’t on Raw...why? Dawson sends him into the corner to start
so Kalisto slaps him in the face. A dropkick sends Dawson outside and
that means a teased dive. Dash Wilder tries to offer a distraction but
Dawson’s rollup only gets two. A knee to the shoulder works a bit better
and we take over with Kalisto in trouble. Back with Kalisto knocking him
off the ropes and getting two off a middle rope crossbody. Dawson comes
back with a slingshot suplex (ala Tully) but Kalisto counters into a
small package for the victory at 8:10.

Rating: D+. Did I mention I don’t know why Revival is here instead of on
Raw? They were one of the big surprises on the post-Wrestlemania Raw and
for some reason they can’t get back on Raw no matter how much the tag
division could use them. The match was nothing to see but Dawson isn’t
exactly known for his singles work.

We look at Braun Strowman threatening to hurt Roman Reigns on Raw.
From Raw one more time.

Apollo Crews vs. Braun Strowman

Crews does what he can to start but is quickly thrown outside as soon as
Strowman gets his hands on him. We hit the neck crank before Crews 1is
sent outside again. Titus fires him up enough that two enziguris stagger
Strowman. The standing moonsault is broken up with Strowman kicking
Apollo across the ring in an awesome block. Three straight powerslams



finally put Crews away at 4:13.

Rating: D. This was just a step above a squash and that’s all it needed
to be. Strowman is gearing up for the second biggest match at Sunday’s
pay per view and it makes sense to have him squash someone. At least it
was someone fresh and not the same stuff we’ve seen a dozen times.

Post match Titus tries to save Apollo from a worse beating but takes one
himself. Apollo gets thrown into the ambulance but it won’t drive away.
Of course Reigns is the driver (Thanks for having Crews’ back earlier you
jerk) and he spears Strowman off the stage. Strowman is on his feet
before the show is over.

Overall Rating: C. The Raw stuff more than saves the show from a pretty
dull week of original wrestling. Dawson and Wilder being stuck here makes
my head hurt and spin at the same time but until something changes,
they’re not going to be on Raw for whatever reason. I'm sure it’s asking
too much to push one of the top teams in the world when you already have
so many heels on Raw. Clearly turning or depushing one of those teams (or
moving American Alpha over to Raw) is out of the question so we’re stuck
with things like this for now. Dang I really get annoyed at the tag

division.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Histories of Saturday Night’s Main Event and Clash of the
Champions, now in PAPERBACK. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/05/19/history-of-saturday-n
ights-main-event-and-clash-of-the-champions-now-in-paperback-
plus-price-drops/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Main Event - July 13, 2017:
Let the Women Have a Chance

Main Event
Date: July 13, 2017
Location: Toyota Center, Houston, Texas

Commentators: Vic Joseph, Corey Graves

It’s back to the easiest show of the week. This week’s Monday Night Raw
had some big moments and it could be interesting to see what we get on
this show. They really could throw multiple things at us and when you add
in some original wrestling which could go several ways, there’s potential
for this show. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Mickie James vs. Emma

I don’'t remember the last time we had the women on this show. Mickie
works on a top wristlock to start before blowing a kiss and getting two
off a dropkick. The hurricanrana out of the corner is countered with a
powerbomb and Dana Brooke is watching in the back. Emma grabs a seated
full nelson before putting her in the Tree of Woe and pulling at the
hair. Mickie fights up without too much effort and hits the middle rope
Thesz press, followed by the MickieDT for the pin at 5:58.

Rating: C. This was a lot better than I was expecting as they beat each
other up for a few minutes. If nothing else, I'm amazed by the fact that
they actually used something like this for storyline advancement with
Brooke watching in the back. Nice match here with Mickie showing that she
still has it.

First time from Raw.

It’s time for MizTV with the Mizzy Awards for last night’s
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Intercontinental Title match. First up is Best Supporting Actor, which
goes to both Bo Dallas and Curtis Axel in a tie. After they thank Miz for
changing their lives, Maryse wins Most Gorgeous, Beautiful, Sexy Leading
Lady. Maryse is honored and that leaves us with Greatest Man in WWE. Miz
opens the envelope and is shocked to say Dean Ambrose....but he’s kidding

because Miz wins.

Miz saw a lot of people running their mouths last night but Seth Rollins,
the Hardys and Akira Tozawa were all just full of hot air. Last night he
beat the toughest man in WWE so what does that make him? Cue Ambrose to
go after Miz but it’'s Rollins coming in for the real save. Hopefully this
sets up Miz vs. Rollins as I can’t handle Ambrose vs. Miz again.

Also from Raw.

Here’s Kurt Angle to introduce Paul Heyman and Brock Lesnar for a chat.
Angle congratulates Lesnar for his win last night and says Brock
surprised him. Heyman gives a quick victory speech but here’s Roman
Reigns to interrupt. Roman says the three of them were all in the
Attitude Era (No Roman, they weren’t.) but Angle never learned how to

handle Strowman and Lesnar is never around to do it.

Reigns thinks Angle owes him one and that should be Lesnar at Summerslam.
Lesnar laughs this off because Reigns hasn’t earned it. Cue Samoa Joe to
say Lesnar escaped him last night instead of beating him. Joe throws in
that Reigns has never beaten him and wants another piece of Lesnar. They
go nose to nose but Joe stops to say Roman lost last night. Reigns: “Look
at me, then look at Braun if you can find him.” Angle makes Joe vs.
Reigns for the title shot at Summerslam for next week.

Lince Dorado vs. TJP

They trade wristlocks to start until Dorado grabs a hurricanrana and TJP
bails to the floor. Lince throws in a dab before cranking on a hammerlock
to slow things back down. We take a break and come back with Lince
getting in a faceplant and a moonsault for no cover. A Stunner gives
Dorado two more but he misses the shooting star. The Detonation Kick ends
Dorado at 8:02.



Rating: C-. You can only get so much out of Dorado as he’s not the most
interesting character in the world and that’s not exactly a secret. TJP
is a fairly big name in the cruiserweight division and it’s nice to have

him around here instead of the same nothing matches all the time.
And the finale.

Seth Rollins vs. Bray Wyatt

Rematch from last night with Wyatt starting the mind games early. Seth
hammers away but gets thrown into the corner for some forearms. Bray
charges into a superkick for two and Seth takes him outside to start in
on the hand. Makes sense after the eye poke last night. The hand gets
rammed into various objects ranging from the barricade to the steps, only
to have Bray counter a springboard into a release Rock Bottom.

Back from a break with Seth fighting out of a chinlock and getting in a
dropkick. Bray grabs a DDT though and it’'s right back to the chinlock.
Wyatt can’t get in a suplex though and Rollins scores with an enziguri
for a breather. The Sling Blade drops Bray again and there’s the
springboard clothesline for two more.

After a Blockbuster and Falcon Arrow give Seth two more near falls, Seth
has to slip out of Sister Abigail. You don’t see this much offense from a
face a lot of the time and it’'s kind of cool to see for a change. Bray
headbutts him in the bad eye though and Sister Abigail is good for the
pin on Rollins at 17:04.

Rating: C+. The hand stuff didn’t go anywhere but it was cool to see
Wyatt get a second win in two nights, especially over a major name. In
theory this should send Seth on to a feud with Miz, because losing back
to back matches is grounds for a title feud (Right Roman?) and that’s
going to be better for most people.

Post match Bray disappears and it’s the Miztourage coming through the
crowd for the beatdown. Ambrose makes the save with a chair and beats the
fire out of Miz.

Overall Rating: C+. Not one mention of Angle’s issues this coming week?



Really? Anyway, good show otherwise with the women being a nice surprise
and TJP doing as well as could be expected. I like this show so much more
when they mix things up a bit and that’s what we’ve gotten recently.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Histories of Saturday Night’s Main Event and Clash of the
Champions, now in PAPERBACK. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/05/19/history-of-saturday-n
ights-main-event-and-clash-of-the-champions-now-in-paperback-
plus-price-drops/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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