NWA House Show — February 1,
1987: The Fans Like This

NWA House Show

Date: February 1, 1987

Location: The Omni, Atlanta, Georgia
Attendance: 4,500

So the WWE Vault YouTube channel strikes again as we have a
house show from some of the glory years of the NWA. The names
included on the show are something of a who’s who of this era
and that should make for a rather fun time. The main event is
the Road Warriors challenging for the Tag Team Titles so let’s
get to it.

Note that there is no commentary for this and it’s not the
complete show, but we’re getting about an hour.

Dutch Mantell vs. Bill Dundee

Dundee’s Central States Title isn’t on the line. Mantell
chases him around to start and grabs an armdrag as Dundee is
shaken up early. A backdrop gives Mantell one and it’'s time to
work on Dundee’s arm. Back up and Mantell grabs his big whip,
which is enough to send Dundee bailing to the floor (which 1is
far from a cowardly heel move). Dundee gets back in and goes
after the leg, setting up a front facelock to take over. The
middle rope crossbody misses for Dundee so Mantell rolls him
up, only for Dundee to reverse into one of his own and grab
the tights for the pin at 5:12.

Rating: C. Not exactly a classic here but they kept things
moving and didn’t spend too much time out there, making it a
solid choice for an opener. Dundee is a great example of
someone who wrestles bigger than his size, as he is not a big
guy but makes you forget it, which is quite the trick. Mantell
is best known for his talking, but he could more than hang in
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there with anyone.

Jimmy Garvin vs. Bob Armstrong

Garvin jumps him to start and hammers away in the corner. The
brainbuster is loaded up but Armstrong slips out and elbows
him in the face (with a cast) for the pin at 30 seconds. Ok
then.

Brad Armstrong vs. Arn Anderson

Anderson has JJ Dillon and Lex Luger in his corner, the latter
of whom seems to be making his debut. Anderson shoulders him
down to start before grinding away on a headlock. Back up and
Armstrong hits some dropkicks out to the floor, with the fans
approving. A crossbody gives Armstrong one and he grabs an
armbar to keep Anderson in trouble. They go to the floor with
the arm being sent into the barricade, followed by more
armbarring back inside.

Anderson can’'t even get out of trouble by going to the eyes
and Anderson is right back on the arm. An atomic drop out of
the corner puts Armstrong down for a breather though and
Anderson drops a knee for one. The Anderson Drop (later known
as the spinebuster) gets a slightly delayed two but Armstrong
punches him out of the air and starts the comeback. Armstrong
loads up a suplex but Luger sweeps the leg, allowing Anderson
to land on top for the pin at 8:10.

Rating: C+. And that’s how you introduce someone and have them
pay instant dividends, as the fans immediately get that they
need to pay attention when Luger is out there. The Horsemen
were always going to be fine with some cheating to win and
Luger lets them do it even more frequently. Nice stuff here in
another fairly short match.

TV Title: Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard

Blanchard is defending and has JJ Dillon with him, plus the



winner gets $10,000. McDaniel takes him into the corner to
start and hits an elbow to the head, with Blanchard bailing
out to the floor. Back in and McDaniel chops away again, with
Dillon’s distraction completely failing. A rake to the eyes
works a bit better for Blanchard and he snapmares McDaniel
down into a chinlock. Blanchard punches him down for two more
but McDaniel is right back with the signature chops. Lex
Luger, apparently at ringside too, gets in a belt shot, to
give Blanchard the pin at 5:11 (with the camera on Luger
rather than the cover for a weird visual).

Rating: C. Similar story to the last match as Luger is able to
screw over two popular stars in back to back matches. It’s
easy to see why Wahoo was so popular as he looked tough and
had some incredible charisma. Again though they didn’t have
much time to build things up, which makes me wonder if there
were about fifteen matches on the show or if the main event
was going REALLY long.

Midnight Express vs. Ronnie Garvin/Robert Gibson

Elimination rules. Garvin is half of the US Tag Team Champions
so the Midnights (with Jim Cornette and Big Bubba Rogers of
course) could be feuding with either of them. Eaton hugs
Cornette who gives him a kiss on the cheek before he drives
Gibson into the corner to start. Gibson slams his way out of
trouble and it’s time for Cornette to yell at a cameraman.
Condrey comes in and gets slammed down as well before the good
guys beat up both Midnights at once.

Cornette pulls Eaton out to the floor as Garvin rolls Condrey
up for some near falls. A Bubba cheap shot puts Gavin down
though and Eaton comes in for some choking behind the
referee’s back, as a villain should be known to do. Condrey
grabs the camel clutch so Garvin crawls over to the ropes in
something you don’t see very often. That doesn’t work but a
jumping headbutt does, allowing the hot tag to Gibson as the
fans go NUTS. Everything breaks down and Cornette rackets



Gibson for the elimination at 7:38.

The villains celebrate so Garvin rolls Eaton up to tie the
score at 8:02, which would be used again by Randy Savage on
Ted DiBiase at Survivor Series 1988. So it’s Condrey vs.
Garvin, with Condrey slamming him down and dropping an elbow
but not being able to keep the shoulders on the mat. Garvin’s
rollup gets two and they collide for a double knockdown. They
trade rollups for two each until Garvin’s big right hand gets
two more. An elbow to the head gets the same but the Texas
piledriver is countered Bubba gets on the apron but Garvin
sends Condrey into him for the fast pin at 12:38.

Rating: B. Despite the really weird good guy combination, this
was easily the most fun thing on the show so far and the fans
were losing it for the ending. Garvin was someone the fans
would get behind no matter what he was doing and they wanted
to see him win here. You would normally associate Gibson with
getting the win here, but this was good stuff with Cornette
losing it as usual on the floor.

Post match the Midnights and company lay out the winners until
Gibson gets the racket for the save.

Russians vs. Super Powers

The Russians talk trash before the match and Dusty gets laid
out but Nikita makes the save with the chain. The Russians run
off and the match is a DQ before it ever starts. Well that’s
lame, but the fans were going nuts for Dusty and Koloff.

Tag Team Titles: Manny Fernandez/Rick Rude vs. Road Warriors

The Warriors, with Paul Ellering, are challenging and Paul
Jones is here with the champs. Rude already has the slow robe
reveal down and is basically what he would be in the WWF about
a year later. Hawk doesn’t think much of Rude’s posing to
start and shoves him down, setting up his own posing. Back up
and Hawk wins a test of strength to take Rude’s hands to the



mat for a good stomping.

Animal comes in to shoulder Rude down before doing the same to
Fernandez as the fans heartily approve. The champs charge back
in and are gorilla pressed out to the floor because you just
do not do that to the Warriors. Back in and Fernandez 1is
knocked outside again so let’s try Rude vs. Hawk again. A slam
sets up Hawk’s middle rope clothesline (that always looked
great) for two as Fernandez makes the save.

Fernandez gets in a cheap shot from the middle rope so the
villains can take over, with an elbow to the face dropping
Hawk. Rude’s top rope fist drop actually connects for two but
Hawk grabs a quickly broken bearhug. The piledriver wakes Hawk
up (as 1is his custom) and it’s a double tag to Animal and
Fernandez. Everything breaks down and Animal hits a powerslam,
drawing in Jones for the (delayed) DQ at 11:04.

Rating: C+. The Warriors are a great example of a team not
having to do much to make it work because they were so popular
that the fans were going nuts over anything they did. The
ending isn’t that big of a surprise as it’s rather normal for
a house show result. Fernandez and Rude would never be
defeated for those belts, as Rude would leave for the WWF in
April and the Rock N Roll Express got the belts in a phantom
title change.

The only match missing is an hour long Broadway between Ric
Flair and Barry Windham, which probably tore the house down.

Overall Rating: B-. It does feel incomplete without the main
event but this was a heck of a fun hour of old school
wrestling. You could hear the fans reacting like crazy to just
about everything and you can see why the NWA was as hot as it
was at this point. The business side of things would go
downhill in a hurry, but the wrestling wasn’t the issue here.
This YouTube channel is great and I could absolutely go for
more of this kind of thing.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vour
wrestling headline needs.

Classic All Star Wrestling -
October 30, 2022: I Need To
Do Research

Classic All Star Wrestling
Date: October 30, 2022
Host: Adam Parsons

I’'ve been having more and more fun with this show every week
for more than one reasons. One of the fun things about this
show is trying to figure out what I'm actually watching, as
some of the labeling isn’t exactly correct. That very well may
be the situation again here and that makes for some fun times.
Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.
Parsons runs down the card.

From Memphis from some time in the 80s, possibly February 5,
1983.
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Fabulous Ones/Bill Dundee/Dutch Mantell VS.

Destroyers/Marauder/Invader

2/3 falls. Dundee slams Destroyer #1 down to start and then
grabs a headlock takeover to put him down. Stan Lane comes in
and snapmares #1 over as the pace picks up. Well as much as it
is going to pick up in an eight man tag in Memphis. Steve
Keirn slams #1 into the corner so Marauder can come in and get
forearmed in the face. Er, mask. It’s back to Dundee for
another slam and Invader comes in to punch him in the face.
Er, fa..never mind. The eternally hairy Mantell comes in for
all of three seconds before the Fabs hit a double clothesline
to give Dundee the pin and the first fall at 2:48.

The second fall begins with Dundee stomping on the Marauder’s
ribs as the dominance continues in full. Dundee even messes
with Marauder’s mask so we pause for an adjustment before Lane
comes in for a backbreaker. There’s a side suplex and Mantell
comes in, only to have Dundee cut off an invading, uh,
Invader.

Commentary says we have about a minute left as Dundee takes
Marauder down with ease. Invader comes in and gets punched 1in
the face over and over, allowing Keirn to come in for a
jumping right hand. It’'s back to Marauder so the Fabs can hit
a hot shot for the fast pin and the two fall sweep at 6:16
total.

Rating: C-. This was a match where the idea was to get some
stars in the ring and in front of a camera rather than
anything competitive. As such, it was little more than target
practice for the big names, which is what you would get in a
lot of these matches. It was perfectly fine for what it was
and it’'s always cool to see some of these legends back when
they were just the stars of the day for a change.

From Portland, likely in 1983-84.

Chris Colt vs. Brian Adidas




Colt is a name that you might not have heard of but he WAY
ahead of his time with the weird, oddball style. They trade
waistlocks to start as we hear about Buddy Rose sending a
hitman (apparently at ringside) to go after Curt Hennig. Colt
grabs a full nelson but Adidas sends him into the corner as we
keep talking about Hennig and the hitman. With that going
nowhere, Colt grabs a headlock as commentary talks about
beverages. A backdrop sends Colt bailing to the floor for a
breather as it’s kind of amazing to see how banged up the ring
posts and ropes really are.

Back in and some dropkicks rock Colt, whose arms get tied up
in the ropes. Colt needs a breather as we hear about an
upcoming live event. A missed charge in the corner lets Colt
start in on the arm until a headlock takeover...doesn’t really
work that well for Adidas. Back up and Colt grabs the referee
so he breaks it up, even holding Colt’s arms so Adidas can
punch him to the floor. The referee raises Adidas’ arm for the
win, presumably by DQ at 6:21.

Rating: C. And this is why I love this show. Where else are
you going to see a Chris Colt match on TV these days? This was
a total out of nowhere match with a pretty simple story of
cheating vs. skill and it worked out well enough. I could have
gone for some better commentary but for what we got here, I
was invested in a short TV match from about 40 years ago so
I'd call it a success.

Here’'s the preview for next week.

From Memphis again. No date given but a little research seems
to suggest around 1987.

Jimmy Jack Funk vs. Manny Fernandez

It'’s a fight to start with Fernandez missing a dropkick and
getting dropped throat first across the top for his efforts.
Funk drops a fist to the head for two but Fernandez runs him
over for a double knockdown. There’s a knee drop for two on



Funk and the Flying Burrito gets two as Teijo Khan comes in to
jump Fernandez for the DQ at 2:58. I’'ve always liked Fernandez
and it’s cool to see him here.

Post match Jack and Khan destroy Fernandez with a loaded
glove. Jeff Jarrett makes the save with a broom, which would
put this in late 1987/early 1988.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a nice mixture of stuff and a
good example of why I look forward to this show every week.
Sometimes you just need some random wrestling to have some fun
and that is what you got here. It’'s a really easy show to
watch and the research of finding out what I'm seeing is a lot
of fun. Check this out, if you can ever find it, or just throw
something old on Youtube.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Wrestler of the Day -


http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2014/12/03/wrestler-of-the-day-november-29-manny-fernandez/

November 29: Manny Fernandez

Here’'s a guy I've always liked that you mostly likely haven’t heard of:
the Raging Bull Manny Fernandez.

Manny got started sometime in the late 1970s and we’ll pick things up in
Southwest Championship Wrestling out of San Antonio at some point between
August 15, 1981 and December 1982.

Nick Bockwinkel vs. Manny Fernandez

Nick is AWA World Champion but this is non-title. He thinks this
organization is trying to embarrass him with such low level competition.
However, the jobber he’s supposed to be facing (some guy named Terry
Allen, later named Magnum TA) has been swapped in for the red hot Manny
Fernandez (the same thing happened to Roddy Piper a year or so later when
Jack Brisco replaced a jobber).

Bockwinkel hides in the corner to start before slamming Manny down, only
to get kicked off a few seconds later. Fernandez takes him down with a
headlock before Nick backdrops him out of a criss cross. Right back to
the headlock from Manny as the announcer explains Tully Blanchard vs.
Terry Funk, which was set up by Tully hitting Terry in the head with a
hammer. Back up and Nick kicks Manny away but gets small packaged for

two.

Back to the headlock for a bit before Bockwinkel rolls him up for some
near falls. The champ starts hammering away before driving a knee into
Manny’s ribs. A shot into the buckle busts Manny open and Nick actually
puts on a bearhug. Bockwinkel hammers at the cut but it just fires Manny
up as he pounds on Nick’s head. A suplex gets two as the blood is flowing
from Fernandez’s head. There’s a sleeper to Nick but the time limit runs
out as Bockwinkel is going out.

Rating: C+. I liked this a lot better than I was expecting to. It’'s a
standard finish for this era as you have the World Champion head to
various territories and make guys like Fernandez look good in something
like this. It’'s not a great match or anything but the fans were into
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Manny here.
Same promotion from around the same time.

Manny Fernandez vs. ELl Bronco

Bronco is a masked man who can’t take Manny'’s leg out. They collide
against the ropes with Bronco knocking Manny down, only to have Fernandez
pop back up and hammer away to take over. Manny goes after the mask as we
go look at an interview with the local sheriff. After that drive by of
randomness, Manny’s Flying Burrito (flying forearm) is good for the pin.
Squash.

It's off to the NWA now, starting at Starrcade 1984.

Brass Knuckles Title: Black Bart vs. Manny Fernandez

This is a kind of Hardcore Title for lack of a better description but
falls have to be in the ring. Fernandez is defending and comes out to
Beat It by Michael Jackson. We go to the overhead camera like last year
which is still hard to get used to. All four fists are taped up and it'’s
a slugout to start. Manny punches him down to start but Bart goes to the
eyes. Bull (Fernandez, who was nicknamed Raging Bull) chops him back but
Bart pounds him in the head.

Bart keeps pounding away on the forehead and the champion is in trouble.
Actually scratch that as Manny fights up and pounds away, knocking Bart
out to the floor. Back in and Manny punches Bart down, busting him open
in the process. Bart goes to the ribs for a change to take over and the
punching continues. Bull is knocked down and we see him from the overhead
camera again. Bart can still only get two so he drops Manny throat first
over the top rope. Bart tries to bring in a bullrope but gets rolled up

and Manny retains his title.

Rating: C-. Is it good? Not really. Is it really even wrestling? Again,
barely. However, it’s BY FAR the best match of the night so far as it was
at least intense and entertaining which nothing so far has been. Also it
helps to have a clear face and heel, which we’ve been completely lacking
so far. Not a good match or anything but this was water in the desert by



comparison to everything else.
From the next Starrcade in 1985.

Abdullah the Butcher vs. Manny Fernandez

This is a Mexican Death Match, but in reality you win by climbing a pole
and grabbing a sombrero. Butcher knocks him down to start and stabs him
in the head with a fork (a signature move of Butcher’s) to bust him open.
The commentary is odd here as there are long gaps in between the
announcers saying anything at all. Manny fights back with right hands and
actually monkey flips Butcher down.

A boot (not on Manny's foot) to Abdullah’s head puts the big man down but
Manny misses a charge, allowing Butcher to take over again. Abdullah goes
for the hat which he can reach while still on the middle rope, but Manny
makes the save. Now Manny takes the boot to the head but he comes back
with some belt shots to the back. Butcher knocks Fernandez down and
stands in the corner, only to miss an elbow drop.

Fernandez pounds away with the belt around his hand before suplexing
Butcher down. Not bad for a man in socks. Manny goes for the hat but gets
hit low with the fork. Butcher chokes away a bit but Manny fires off the
Flying Burrito (forearm) and a second one drops Abdullah. A top rope
splash misses Abdullah but the Butcher misses a charge into the corner,
allowing Fernandez to get up the ropes and grab the hat for the win.

Rating: C+. This was a pretty fun brawl and the more I see of Fernandez
the more I like him. They didn’t try to have a wrestling match here and
that was the right move all around. Butcher was a good brawler and Manny
was able to hang in there with him, which made for a fun match. Good
stuff here.

Manny would primarily wrestle in tag matches around this time, including
the 1986 Crockett Cup.

Crockett Cup First Round: Jimmy Valiant/Manny Fernandez vs. Baron Von
Raschke/Barbarian

We open with Jimmy dancing around like an idiot with the big beard



against Baron’s evil paleness. Baron looks old and slow here in 1986. Off
to Manny and we’'re clipped to Barbarian hitting him in the back but
missing a dropkick. Back off to Baron who can’t even throw very
convincing forearms. Valiant gets a hot tag which Manny could make due to
Baron being old and slow. Sleeper goes on Baron but things break down
quickly. Some heel managers get involved but Manny hooks a sunset flip on
Barbarian for the pin. About 2-3 minutes out of 11.

Crockett Cup Second Round: Ivan Koloff/Nikita Koloff vs. Manny
Fernandez/Jimmy Valiant

The first thing we see is Nikita in a leg lock. This is getting really
boring because there’s not enough to gather anything from at all. We're

on the 12th match and I’ve watched about 35 minutes of this tape. Think

about that for a minute. Wrestlemania 17 had 11 matches. Ivan gets a tag
in and gets caught in the wrong corner. How was he a former world
champion? Off to Valiant as Ivan’t crotch takes a beating.

Clipped to the five minute mark with Fernandez missing a dropkick to
bring in Nikita again. Clipped to Manny in a bearhug as Ivan comes in
again. Hot tag brings in Jimmy who cleans house and hooks a sleeper.
Everything breaks down (that should be the name of this show) and Nikita
gets a Sickle for the pin. WOW IT WAS OVER THREE MINUTES SHOWN!!!

Rating: D+. This was just ok as the Koloffs who were usually a good heel
team came off looking like clowns here who hit one big move to win the
match. I wasn’t huge on this one but a lot of that is probably due to
Valiant. He had no room on a show outside of Memphis as he was just a
crowd favorite rather than anyone talented in the ring. That being said,

his pops were huge and I get why he’s in this. I just don’t like him.

One of Manny’s major tag teams was with Rick Rude. Here they are in May
1987 in Florida.

NWA World Tag Team Titles: Manny Fernandez/Rick Rude vs. Road Warriors

Manny and Rick are defending. Rude takes too much time posing though and
gets nailed from Hawk to get things going. Hawk will have none of this

being whipped across the ring and man alive are the fans nuts for the



Warriors. We take a break and come back with Hawk taking Rude down in a
test of strength as everything breaks down. The champs are both gorilla
pressed and manager Paul Jones is losing his mind.

We settle back down to Animal vs. Fernandez with Manny being knocked out
to the floor. He charges back in to a backdrop as the champions are in
major trouble early. Rude comes back in to try the Rude Awakening but
Hawk easily shoves him off. Back to Fernandez for an elbow to the jaw but
Rude eats a big clothesline. A double tag brings in Animal and Manny with
a big shoulder dropping Fernandez for two. Everything breaks down and the
managers come in to throw the match out.

Rating: D+. Not much here but good grief the Road Warriors were over.
They're easily the most popular tag team in the world at this point and
probably the most popular of all time. Manny and Rude were an awesome
team in their own right but they were just in way over their heads here.

Off to the 1987 Crockett Cup.

Crockett Cup Quarterfinals: Super Powers vs. Manny Fernandez/Rick Rude

Rude and Fernandez are tag champions. Clipped (duh) to Dusty hammering on
Manny and trying to fire the crowd up. Manny takes over and chokes away
on Dusty while Nikita comes in to try to help out. He’'s in a neck brace
which would cost him the US Title soon to a young guy named Luger. An
elbow gets two. Off to Rude who was flamboyant even back in the day.

Rude’s top rope fist gets two. Manny comes back in and Dusty hammers away
on the Raging Bull until we’re into a chinlock. Yeah Dusty needs a rest
already. Raise your hand if you’'re surprised. Dusty comes back with a
clothesline and everything breaks down. He rolls through something like a
cross body and the tag champions are out to Dusty and Nikita after

winning a single match.

Rating: D-. Yeah expect Dusty and Nikita to do really well in this. Dusty
had a habit of pushing himself really strong and insisting he was what
the fans wanted to see. He also had a habit of booking the company into
the ground and causing Crockett to go out of business, but hey, Dusty was
the US Champion baby! About five minutes were clipped here if you were



curious.
From the 1987 Great American Bash.

Freebirds vs. Paul Jones/Manny Fernandez/Ivan Koloff

The Birds are faces here which takes some getting used to. This is the
original lineup too with Hayes, Gordy and Roberts. Hayes and Fernandez
start us off and Fernandez looks like an idiot after that exchange.
Roberts comes in and gets double teamed by a cheating Jones (normally a
manager) and Koloff. Koloff comes in to beat on Roberts and it‘s hard
to believe he was WWF Champion at one point. Jones comes in and isn‘t
very good. Here‘s Terry Gordy and this would be like Sheamus vs. Runjin

Singh. Things break down and an elbow drop ends Jones quickly.

Rating: D+. Just a quick match here that didn‘t mean much. Gordy was a
monster though and ran through everybody at the end. He would team with
Williams in 1992 in one of the most successful yet boring tag teams of
the period. Anyway, nothing match and Paul Jones is one of the worst
characters and managers of all time. This was from Atlanta as well.

Off to Puerto Rico on May 11, 1988.

Invader #3 vs. Manny Fernandez

Manny hammers on Invader to start but takes a backdrop and dropkick to
the face to send Fernandez outside. Back in and Invader cranks on a
headlock to slow things down. The hold stays on long enough to slow us
down to glacial levels until Manny shoves him off and avoids a middle
rope cross body. Fernandez drops a top rope knee and Invader spits up the
most over the top blood you’ll ever see to end the match. Manny drops two
more knees to the ribs as Invader is COVERED in blood.

Rating: D. Dull match here until the WAY over the top ending. I mean it
looked like when WWE has people vomit in modern times but with blood
instead. This was right before a very shaky time for the promotion as

Brusier Brody would be dead just a few months later to change everything.

Off to the AWA at SuperClash III.



Manny Fernandez vs. Wahoo McDaniel

No idea why this is here or where they’'re from. AWA I think.
This is an Indian Strap Match which is all four corners.
Tatsumi Fujinami is here for no apparent reason and Fernandez
yells at him. Fujinami holds him for a bit and Wahoo hits him.
Fernandez stalls of course as we need to get this over with.
The bell rings twice here and Wahoo uses the strap to start.
No idea why these two are fighting.

Fernandez takes him down and goes for some corners which
doesn’t work of course. Wahoo is busted open and Manny tries
again. The idea is that Wahoo has never lost one of these.
They chop it out and Wahoo of course wins that. Manny 1is
bleeding a bit. Wahoo gets three buckles but gets hit in the
little Indians to break the streak. Manny gets three but then
goes up top for no logical reason. Wahoo pulls him down and
gets the win a bit after that.

Rating: D-. Weak match here as this match tended to be. Wahoo
was old and fat at this point but apparently this was the best
thing that he could do. No idea why this warranted 8 minutes
on this show but Wahoo was still a name I guess. Weak and
boring match here though that was totally paint by the
numbers.

Fernandez is one of those guys that isn’t remembered too well but he was
a solid midcard hand in his time. He was a tough guy who could move

around the ring and is still kicking around the indies today in his 60s.
He’'s one of the insane number of wrestlers from west Texas, which could
rival Minnesota for most high level wrestlers. Check him out if you want

to see a decent brawler.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book on
the History of the Royal Rumble at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOOPZ1GR7E

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:


http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00PZ1GR7E

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Finally, I'm holding a Holiday Special for my e-books: any two of them
for just $5. Check out the details here.

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2014/11/28/holiday-sale/

On This Day: March 30, 1985 -
NWA World Wide: Enter Magnum
TA

NWA World Wide

Date: March 30, 1985

Location: Charlotte Coliseum, Charlotte, North Carolina
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, David Crockett

More downloading issues mean we get to take another show off
my list. Here we have another edition of World Wide from the
day before the first Wrestlemania. On this card is a US Title
change which I’ve reviewed before and a few other matches. I
liked this show the last time I did it so maybe this will be
good as well. Let’'s get to it.

We open with clips of Wahoo and Magnum in different matches
before their title match tonight.

Billy Graham vs. Steve Casey

Graham is a karate dude now. Casey speeds things up to start
and hooks what appears to be a sleeper. I'm surprised Casey
has gotten in this much offense. Graham gets in a shot with a
knee as we talk about the lack of Paul Jones, who is Graham’s
manager. Out to the floor and Casey goes into the railing. A
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Stun Gun ends this in short order.

Arn Anderson vs. Manny Fernandez

Arn is in a hat which is a new sight. Manny strikes away to
start and runs Arn over. Anderson hides in the corner and
Fernandez works over the arm. We take a break and come back
with more arm work on Arn. Anderson has had enough of that
though and pulls Manny down by the wrist and it’s off to an
armbar. This goes on for a good long while. Anderson goes up
to the middle rope but jumps into a clothesline. Manny comes
back with chops because he has one arm. A middle rope kneedrop
hits but Manny shoves the referee for a DQ.

Rating: D+. Boring match for the most part but the arm work is
an Anderson standard, as is messing up coming off the ropes.
Manny used to be a tag champion I believe and he turned heel
in 85/86. Anderson would join the Horsemen in a year as an
inaugural member. The match was pretty dull though.

Anderson works over the arm and hits a few hammerlock slams.

Come to our house show in Philadelphia! Then come to the house
show in the capital of Pennsylvania, Allentown! Anderson pops
in and the first thing he asks is if Tony considers himself an
intelligent man. That's great. Anyway he’ll take care of Manny
in their grudge match because Manny is a little chihuahua.

The Koloffs say they’re great. They’re both the tag champions
and the six man champions. They don’t care what combination of
people they face. I think they had an early version of the
Freebird Rule in effect. Nikita will come for Flair soon
according to Ivan, but Nikita wants the Road Warrior. I don’t
think he means the tag team but I'm not sure.

Here’s a clip from Wahoo McDaniels vs. Flair in what appears
to be an exhibition rather than a match. Tully runs in quickly
and helps beat Flair down. We get another clip of Wahoo and
Flair both in street clothes and Tully runs in again.



Now we get some clips of Magnum destroying people with the
suplex.

This is from a home video release of Crockett Cup 87, which
was after Magnum’s careering accident. It featured his return
to ringside so there was a career retrospective on him on the
tape. During the match, there was a commercial break where
Manny Fernandez said he’ll take out Anderson and Anderson
wasn’t going to make a name for himself off Fernandez.

US Title: Magnum TA vs. Wahoo McDaniel

McDaniel is very old but is US Champion here. It’s in a cage
and is the real push for Magnum to the solid midcard spot he
held until he retired. From March of 85 if you’re curious.
Tony puts over the belly to belly as being really sudden and
Wahoo kicks him low. Magnum fires off that great right hand of
his but gets rammed into the cage. Magnum is like BRING IT ON
and takes Wahoo down for two and an eruption from the crowd. A
dropkick gets two.

They chop it out and Wahoo isn’t going to lose something like
that. Wahoo goes into the cage again and just collapses this
time. A headbutt puts Wahoo down and David Crockett, the other
commentator, is getting on my nerves. Wahoo sends him into the
cage again and a chop gets two. The mat isn’t a regular mat
but is a bunch of blue gym mats shoved together. You can see
the lines between them.

Magnum kicks him in the chest to take him down as the momentum
doesn’t last long for Wahoo at all. He does manage to get a
small package for two but Magnum is back up and punching away
again. Wahoo tries to escape (I guess you can win that way)
and Magnum suplexes him off the top for two. Wahoo, the old
school lunkhead that he is, charges off the ropes a few times
into Magnum which lets Magnum snap off his belly to belly
suplex finisher for the US Title.

Rating: C-. Not bad here and it’s so nice to see a full match



here. Magnum was so awesome and this was the moment that
launched him up the card. His real classic would be later that
year (and later on the tape) against Tully in a cage. Wahoo
was just old at this point but this is how you go out: you lay
down for a young guy clean and give your title up to him.
Perfect example of that and good to see Magnum get the title
that he should have had.

Everyone celebrates with Magnum in the back. Magnum says
anyone can bring it on and he’ll fight anybody. Dusty comes in
and says that was awesome. Don Kernodle says that was awesome.
Tommy Young says that was the best match he’s ever refereed.
Uh..WHAT? More guys celebrate it.

Overall Rating: C+. This was fun for the most part. The cage
match is cool to see on TV even though the match itself was
nothing all that special. This was all about Magnum reaching
the next level because you can only squash jobbers for 30
seconds at a time for so long. He could have been something
amazing. Fun show but nothing great wrestling wise.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbrevews



