
GCW For The Culture 2024: As
Always
For The Culture 2024
Date: April 5, 2024
Location: Penns Landing Caterers, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Big Swole, AC Mack

This has become a tradition from GCW over Wrestlemania Weekend
and the shows tend to be pretty good more often than not. The
show focuses on Black wrestlers and there is quite a bit of
talent on the card. GCW can do rather well when they try and
hopefully that is the case again here. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Team Myron vs. Team Dolla

Myron:  Myron  Reed,  Ruckus,  Devon  Monroe,  Darian  Bengston,
Calvin Tankman
Dolla: AJ Francis, Isaiah Broner, Keita, Mr. Danger, Terry
Yaki

Francis yells at Reed to start with Reed not being able to do
the test of strength. Instead Reed hits him in the face but
gets taken down with a single shoulder. Tankman comes in for
the rather large lockup with Francis taking him into into the
corner but missing the big chop. Back up and Tankman hits
something like a Pounce to send Francis into the corner. It’s
off  to  Monroe  for  a  bouncing  hurricanrana  to  send  Broner
outside.

Keita comes in and kicks Monroe into the corner for a suplex
right back out of it. It’s off to Bengston to take Keita down
by the arm but Danger comes in with a springboard moonsault.
Francis  cleans  house  and  everything  breaks  down,  as  you
probably expected it to do. We get back to back stereo dives
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to leave almost everyone down.

That leaves Francis to tease a dive, only to flip the fans off
instead.  Danger  busts  out  a  big  springboard  corkscrew
moonsault and NOW Francis busts out the big dive. Back in and
we get the parade of big knockdowns until a hanging F5 hits
Broner, followed by a sitout powerbomb from Ruckus to give
Reed…the pin (it wasn’t quite clear) at 11:48.

Rating: C+. The problem here is there were so many wrestlers
in there at once that it was hard to keep track of what was
going on. It doesn’t help that they had so much going all over
the place, with no one really getting to stand out. Francis
was the biggest name in the whole thing and was only featured
part of the time. Fun enough match, but not exactly focused.

Thick N Juicy vs. Kings Of The District vs. Killionaires Club
vs. The Mane Event

That  would  be  Brooke  Valentine/Faye  Jackson  vs.  Eel
O’Neal/Jordan  Blade  vs.  J  Boujii/PB  Smooth  vs.  Duke
Davis/Ganon Jones Jr. Hold on though as we need to see if
Jackson will give Smooth (a 6’9 giant) a Stinkface. That won’t
be happening so it’s Blade starting with Valentine instead.
Blade snapmares her down for a dropkick to the back before
it’s off to the test of strength.

That goes nowhere so they trade running shoulders to limited
avail. A double knockdown gives us a double tag to O’Neal and
Jackson,  with  O’Neal’s  headlock  not  getting  him  anywhere.
Jackson runs him over with a shoulder and sits on his chest
for two and O’Neal, dubbed Bad Brain, goes into the wrong
corner in a not so bright move. Thick N Juicy hit running hip
attacks on the Kings, who seem to approve. Stereo Cannonballs
crush the Kings again but the Club comes in to clear the ring.

We get the big Club vs. Event showdown, with Boujii not being
able to do much against the rather large Duke. Almost everyone
heads to the floor, allowing Jones to hit a big dive onto the



pile. Back in and Blade manages a German suplex on Jones but
the Kings Club clears the ring again. O’Neal strikes away at
Jones  to  limited  success.  Jackson  goes  up  (taking  over  a
minute due to a bunch of slipping) and dives onto almost
everyone else, setting up a Banzai Drop to pin O’Neal at
12:45.

Rating: C+. This was a bit easier to keep track of than the
opener, though that might have been due to having four teams
instead of two. There were some short form showdowns in there
and that helped a bit, though again there is only so much you
can get out of a match with eight people involved at once.
Thick N Juicy were the focal point here, which is impressive
given a giant like Smooth being involved.

Man Like DeReiss vs. Sonny Kiss

Kiss grabs the wristlock to start and flips around to start to
slip away. Some hip shaking has DeReiss out on the floor but
he comes back in for some dancing of his own. Back in and Kiss
does Naomi’s headscissors to ram him into the back of the
trunks, only for DeReiss to hit a hard shoulder.

DeReiss works on the arm until Kiss flips out of a belly to
back suplex and strikes away. A German suplex and a hard
clothesline give DeReiss two and they trade rollups for two
each. Natural Selection gives Kiss two but DeReiss is back
with a sitout powerbomb for another near fall. Kiss gets up
and manages a gorilla press (that’s impressive) into a torture
rack Stunner for the pin at 9:03.

Rating: C. While it was rather nice to have a singles match
and both of them have a good bit of charisma, the action was
nothing special. It was mainly a power vs. speed match, though
Kiss’  gorilla  press  at  the  end  was  quite  the  surprise.
Perfectly fine match, but nothing that stood out much for what
is supposed to be a special show.

Janai Kai vs. Jada Stone vs. Joseline Navarro vs. Maya World



vs. Mazzerati vs. Tiara James

Elimination rules…or not actually as the ring announcer says
there is a change of plans, making this one fall to a finish.
It’s a brawl to start with Maya, Mazzerati and Stone hitting
stereo dropkicks to the floor. Maya and Mazzerati hit dives,
followed by Stone’s corkscrew moonsault onto the pile.

Back in and Stone strikes away on Maya until a German suplex
drops Stone for two. Mazzerati comes in and gets kicked in the
head and hits a sliding clothesline to the back of the head.
Navarro avoids a charge in the corner and hits a basement DDT
to put Mazzerati down. James comes back in and gets kicked in
the face but catches a returning Kai with a gutbuster.

Everyone gets together for a suplex attempt, with Mazzerati,
Maya and Stone managing to get the others over. Mazzerati goes
for covers on a bunch of people but can’t get anywhere. Well
she  can  get  to  two  but  that’s  it.  Everyone  is  back  up
Mazzerati hits a hurricanrana to send Kai into everyone else.
We hit the parade of suplexes and throws until Navarro hits a
running crossbody in the corner to pin Mazzerati at 10:32.

Rating: C+. Much like the first two matches, there was so much
going on here with so many people that you can only get so
much out of it. No one had a chance to stand out and it felt
like who managed to get a pin first rather than whoever won.
That’s the problem with these scramble matches and it was on
full display again here.

2 Cold Scorpio vs. Jah-C

They shake hands to start and fight over arm control, with
Jah-C powering out of a top wristlock. We get a standoff,
allowing Jah-C to yell at a woman in the crowd, which seems to
be a bit of an overreaction. They go to the mat with Scorpio
grabbing a front facelock, which is reversed into an armbar.
Jah-C takes him down and seems to tell Scorpio to bring it,
which works for him. An armdrag puts Jah-C down before Scorpio



lures him into a fake handshake.

Scorpio kicks him down and grabs the chinlock, which doesn’t
last  long.  They  slug  it  out  until  Scorpio  leverages  him
outside without too much effort. Back in and Scorpio kicks him
down, setting up a springboard moonsault for two. Jah-C rakes
the eyes though and hits his own springboard moonsault for his
own two. Scorpio drops him and busts out the Tumbleweed for
another near fall but Jah-C kicks him down again. A Lionsault
gives Jah-C and a superkick finishes Scorpio off at 10:43,
with Scorpio kicking out at 3.1 in a bit of a weird look.

Rating:  C+.  I’m  always  going  to  be  interested  in  seeing
Scorpio as I’ve been a fan for over thirty years. The guy has
such a natural charisma and while he can’t quite go like he
used to (as he’s 58), he still has enough ability to put on a
good  match.  I’m  curious  about  that  ending  though,  as  it
definitely did not seem to go as it was supposed to.

Post match Scorpio gets to dance a bit.

Pan-Afrikan World Diaspora Wrestling Title: Suge D vs. Alex
Kane

Kane is challenging and has Faye Jackson with him. The much
bigger Kane blocks a whip into the ropes to start and Suge
realizes he needs to do something else. Suge hits about ten
straight  running  shoulders  but  can’t  get  anywhere,  so  he
stomps on the foot and then runs Kane over. Back up and Kane
shrugs off a shot to the face and grabs a German suplex. Kane
fires off some knees to the head but Suge is back with a
facebuster for two.

That just annoys Kane again as he ties Suge in the ropes for a
running boot to the face and two of his own. Some rolling
German suplexes set up a t-bone suplex to send Suge into the
corner but Suge talks trash as he comes out. Some running
clotheslines and forearms stagger Kane and Suge grabs his own
German suplex. They trade more suplexes until Suge gets two



but Kane is back up with a Crash Landing. A spear gives Kane
two but Suge hits his own, setting up a piledriver to retain
at 12:07.

Rating: C+. Suge seems to be more of the scrappy brawler while
Kane is there to throw suplexes. It turned into a hard hitting
fight and that helped a good bit, making it perhaps the best
match on the show so far. Kane is a bigger deal in MLW so he
has some status here, which made him feel like a stronger
threat to take the title. Nice match here.

Darius Carter vs. Billy Dixon

Darius Lockhart is the guest referee. Commentary says this is
five years in the making though doesn’t exactly explain how we
got here. Carter shoves him to start and gets pummeled out to
the floor, where Carter manages a quick posting. Back in and
Dixon kicks away, setting up a middle rope elbow to the face
for one. Carter’s dropkick puts Dixon down again though and
the pace slows a lot.

Carter starts going after the leg and grabs a Hartbreaker,
despite Lockhart’s protests. The Figure Four goes on back
inside but Dixon makes the ropes in a hurry. That’s fine with
Carter, who takes it to the apron for a piledriver, which is
countered into a backdrop. Back in and Carter starts in on the
finger so he can stomp away in the corner. For some reason
Lockhart helps Dixon up and tells him to fight back, which is
exactly what Dixon does. The comeback doesn’t last long as
Carter knocks him outside but Dixon beats the count.

Carter hammers away at the forehead but Dixon runs him over
with a shoulder. Dixon sits up ala Undertaker and gets two off
a middle rope Thesz press. Another shot drops Dixon but Carter
stops to yell at Lockhart, allowing Dixon to grab a Pedigree
for two. Carter picks the leg again though and we hit the
Figure  Four  again.  Dixon  fights  up  but  gets  his  fingers
snapped to put him back down…and he passes out for the pin at



19:14.

Rating:  C.  This  is  a  match  where  commentary  really  hurt
things, as it felt like it was supposed to be this big grudge
match and we were never given any reason why. Was there some
significance to the Figure Four? Or why do Lockhart and Carter
not like each other? This was the main event and something
treated as bigger than the rest of the show but you would
never guess it based on most of the presentation.

Overall Rating: C-. For The Culture has been hit and miss over
the years and this was on the latter side. The biggest problem
here was a focus on quantity over quality, with three of the
seven  matches  being  multi-person  messes  in  one  form  or
another. The main event, while not bad, didn’t feel overly
important and that hurt things even more. On top of that, the
show didn’t start until around midnight so the main event was
starting around 2:30 in the morning. Overall, this wasn’t a
great show and it needed to be laid out a good bit better to
really improve.
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Ring Of Honor – January 4,
2024: Ok, Now Do Something
Ring Of Honor
Date: January 4, 2024
Location: Frost Bank Center, San Antonio, Texas
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

We’re back with another show taped a little while ago and in
this case the TV Champion is actually going to be getting in
the ring. Other than that, the World Title situation has since
been resolved, but we won’t be seeing the champ until next
week at the earliest. We also have new Tag Team Champs, as in
the titles that as of yesterday have not been seen on this
show in five months. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Eddie Kingston, after winning the Triple Crown at Worlds End,
talks about how special it was. I’m still not sure if those
are individual titles or one unified belt and they need to
explain that sooner than later.

Opening sequence.

Griff Garrison vs. Serpentico

Cole Karter and Angelico are here too. Serpentico snaps off a
headscissors to start and let’s hit that All In tickets are
available plug! Karter offers a distraction but gets taken
down  by  Angelico.  The  nefarious  scheme  works  though  as
Garrison hits a hard clothesline to take over. Some belly to
back suplexes set up a belly to back faceplant for two on
Serpentico. Garrison’s torture rack doesn’t work as Serpentico

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/01/07/ring-of-honor-january-4-2024-ok-now-do-something/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/01/07/ring-of-honor-january-4-2024-ok-now-do-something/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/01/01/ring-of-honor-december-28-2023-why-cant-they-keep-doing-this/


is  out  with  a  superkick  and  Downward  Spiral  for  two.
Serpentico’s shooting star press is loaded up but the seconds
get on the apron for a distraction. Garrison hits a discus
forearm and the torture rack bomb finishes at 5:25.

Rating:  C.  The  match  was  fine,  but  forgive  me  for  not
believing that this is going to be the start of something
important.  Both  teams,  and  as  a  result  their  individual
members, have been stuck on a treadmill for months. Not having
Maria out there didn’t help and this was a perfectly watchable
match that could not have felt less important if they tried.

Lance Archer vs. JP Harlow

Harlow slaps him for not shaking hands so it’s a chokeslam and
a toss suplex to start the pain. Archer misses a charge into
the corner though and Harlow strikes away, only to get kneed
in the corner. The Blackout finishes for Archer at 2:09. Fun
squash.

Dalton Castle vs. Peter Avalon

Castle,  with  the  Boys,  comes  to  the  ring  looking  rather
disheveled and eating a sandwich. They start a bit slowly,
with Castle shoving him around and Avalon being shocked at the
strength. Avalon manages to shove Castle off the top for a
nasty crash and we hit the chinlock back inside. That’s broken
up so Avalon hits a superkick into the Death Valley Driver for
two. Avalon takes a bit too long though and it’s a suplex to
put him down. The Bang A Rang is countered into a rollup so
Castle elbows him in the face. Now the Bang A Rang (with the
Boys spinning around at ringside) can finish for Castle at
6:35.

Rating: C+. Another perfectly fine match which got a bit more
time than some of the usuals around here. There is something
to Castle being all out of sorts as it should set up a big
match with Johnny TV down the line. What matters is they are
giving us some kind of a story and that makes things more



interesting going forward.

Ethan Page and Scorpio Sky talk about how they support each
other and this will be their year.

Queen Aminata vs. Maya World

Aminata takes her down with a headlock to start but Maya is
right  back  up  with  a  flipping  forearm  in  the  corner.  A
moonsault hits knees though and Aminata snaps off a suplex.
Aminata German suplexes her down and hits a running hip attack
in the corner for two. World is back up with a running elbow
but charges into a Downward Spiral. The Juicy Lock (a Koji
Clutch with leg shots to the face) finishes for Aminata at
3:48.

Rating: C. Aminata seems to be the next project in the women’s
division, or at least someone who will be a prospect for the
future. She has a unique look and the confidence, but I’m
going to need to see her doing more than jobbing and winning
three minute matches. Nice enough match and I’m sure we’ll see
more from Aminata going forward.

The Infantry vs. The Boys vs. Shane Taylor Promotions

Moriarty and Brent start things off with the latter taking
over  on  the  arm.  Brandon  comes  in  but  gets  kicked  down,
allowing Dean to come in for some right hands. A double suplex
drops Brandon but Taylor pulls Dean outside for a heck of a
right hand. Shane gets in and gets caught with a double Eat
Defeat and a double superkick to send him back outside. Boot
Camp hits Brandon but Taylor tags himself back in to break it
up. The Marcus Garvey Driver finishes Brandon at 4:12.

Rating: C+. Ok, cool. Taylor and Moriarty get a win in another
multi  team  match.  With  the  Kingdom  winning  the  Tag  Team
Titles, there is no reason for them to not be around here.
Build up a team or two around here and get them a title shot.
We are coming up on six months of the Tag Team Champions not



even appearing on this show so fix things already. The match
itself was a way to make Taylor look dominant and Moriarty
compliments him well. I don’t know why we should be seeing a
heel vs. heel title program, but maybe there is another team
coming up.

Serpentico interrupts Griff Garrison and Cole Karter because
this feud must continue.

Red Velvet vs. Alex Gracia

Gracia takes her to the mat to start and grabs a quickly
broken  ankle  lock.  An  elbow  to  the  face  and  middle  rope
spinning  crossbody  give  Gracia  two  and  we  hit  the  front
facelock. Back up and Gracia misses a charge in the corner so
Velvet hits some running knees to the back of the head. The
Mix (which I believe she used to call the Final/Last Slice)
finishes for Velvet at 3:18.

Rating: C. This was a lot more about Gracia than anything else
as she got in most of the offense until Velvet hit one or two
shots for the win. Velvet is another someone who seems like
she has been ready for a push but I’m not sure she has the
skills to make it work. Gracia wears a lot of bright pink so
she stands out, though she’s going to need some more time to
really polish things up.

Post match Velvet says she wants the Women’s TV Title.

Rachael Ellering/Leyla Hirsch vs. Diamante/Mercedes Martinez

Ellering takes Diamante down to start and it’s already off to
Hirsch. With Diamante taken down, Ellering is right back in
for a backsplash but Hirsch gets caught in the ropes for a
hanging DDT. Diamante chokes and stomps in the corner before
forearming Hirsch down. The corner dropkick misses though and
Hirsch snaps off a running German suplex. That’s enough for
the tag off to Ellering for the house cleaning as everything
breaks down. Hirsch is sent outside and it’s standing Sliced



Bread into an Air Raid Crash to give Martinez the pin on
Ellering at 7:12.

Rating: C+. This feud continues to keep going and I can’t
imagine that changing until we get to the TV Title tournament.
As usual, there is only so much that can be done with nothing
for them to fight over and since there is nothing to suggest
they’ll be fighting Athena anytime soon, the TV Title is about
all there is left.

We look at Eddie Kingston winning the Continental Classic. I
believe this is the same package from Dynamite.

TV Title: Willie Mack vs. Kyle Fletcher

Fletcher  is  defending  and  manages  to  power  Mack  into  the
corner to start. A headlock takeover puts Mack down but he’s
right back up to run Fletcher over. The running crossbody is
countered into the swinging Rock Bottom to plant Mack again
though as this is mostly one sided so far. Fletcher grabs the
arm and knocks him down a few times, only to have Mack block a
slam.

Some running clotheslines and the swinging slam put Fletcher
down and the Mackarena standing moonsault gets two. Back up
and Fletcher hits a running boot in the corner, followed by a
delayed brainbuster for two more. Mack is fine enough to hit a
running  Razor’s  Edge  buckle  bomb  and  we  hit  the  Texas
Cloverleaf. With that broken up, Mack takes him to the top but
gets caught with a super Falcon Arrow. A piledriver retains
the title at 11:03.

Rating: B-. This is the kind of title defense that Fletcher
needed. He was in there against someone good enough to be a
bit of a threat and had to work to get there, but ultimately
the win felt pretty definitive. Best match on the show by far
this week and it’s nice when it’s the most important as well.

Dalton Castle hasn’t slept since Final Battle because he’s



worried about the state of Ring Of Honor. Johnny TV cost him
the TV Title and cut off his connection with the fans. Cue TV
and Taya Valkyrie, with Castle threatening to smash his face.
Valkyrie does NOT approve and violence seems to be teased.

Gringo  Loco/Workhorsemen  vs.  El  Hijo  del  Vikingo/Lee
Johnson/Komander

Henry kicks Johnson in the ribs to start and elbows him in the
face to make it worse. Komander comes in and gets chopped by
Loco but comes back with a quick headscissors. A springboard
hurricanrana has Loco in the corner so it’s off to Vikingo for
a springboard wristdrag to Drake. Everything breaks down and
Komander is sent outside, with Loco hitting a big dive onto
the pile.

Back in and Vikingo gets crushed in the corner, setting up a
DDT from Drake. Loco hits a powerslam for two but Vikingo
rolls over and brings in Komander to clean house. Vikingo and
Komander go up top for the big moonsaults to the floor but
Henry powerbombs Vikingo out of the corner for two. Komander
and Vikingo wind up in an electric chair on Loco’s shoulders
(geez) before both get planted, with Johnson having to break
up the cover. Komander grabs a quick rollup for the pin on
Loco at 9:31.

Rating: B-. The match was the usual fun with the AAA guys
flying around and doing their usual things, but I’ve almost
lost count of the amount of times we’ve seen something similar
on this show or Rampage. It would be nice to see something
like this go somewhere, but for now that isn’t the case. I’ll
certainly take a high flying main event though, with that
double electric chair being rather impressive.

Overall Rating: C+. As usual, this show can be entertaining if
you accept that most of the matches are a bunch of one offs
that aren’t likely to lead very far. The show was back up to
over an hour and a half so it was an even longer than usual



version of a bunch of filler around two or three matches that
tied into an interesting story. I’m sure next week will be
back to normal with the usual two hours, but could they please
try to have some more of the champions around? It shouldn’t be
that complicated.

Results
Griff Garrison b. Serpentico – Torture rack powerbomb
Lance Archer b. JP Harlow – Blackout
Dalton Castle b. Peter Avalon – Bang A Rang
Queen Aminata b. Maya World – Juicy Lock
Shane Taylor Promotions b. The Boys and The Infantry – Marcus
Garvey Driver to Brandon
Red Velvet b. Alex Gracia – Mix
Diamante/Mercedes Martinez b. Leyla Hirsch/Rachael Ellering –
Air Raid Crash to Ellering
Kyle Fletcher b. Willie Mack – Piledriver
El  Hijo  del  Vikingo/Komander/Lee  Johnson  b.
Workhorsemen/Gringo  Loco  –  Rollup  to  Loco
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