NXT - October 5, 2021:
Fighting With The Fans

NXT

Date: October 5, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Wade Barrett, Beth Phoenix, Vic Joseph

Things are starting to come together around here and that’s a
good thing. Now, instead of bringing in a bunch of new people,
we're seeing those wrestlers getting to do something. The
pieces that have been introduced are now being put into some
stories and that’s a positive sign. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week'’'s results if you need a recap.

The opening video looks at the Tag Team Title situation.
Tonight's scheduled eight man tag has been changed into a four
way for the titles.

Mandy Rose vs. Ember Moon

The rest of Toxic Attraction is here with Mandy. Moon takes
her down to start and Mandy bails to the floor, meaning it's a
suicide dive to take the team out. Back in and Mandy kicks
away in the corner, setting up a bodyscissors. Moon fights up
and slugs away, including a heck of a discus forearm. A middle
rope Codebreaker drops Mandy again but Moon has to bail out of
an Eclipse attempt. Mandy’s running knee finishes Moon at
4:35.

Rating: C-. If they want to make Mandy into the next big
thing, this is how you go about doing it: short matches where
she can pick up wins, including over someone like Moon. While
she has fallen a long way, Moon still has some name value and
it is a good move to have Rose go over her. Mandy plays her
part well, and keeping the match short made it even better.
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Legado de Fantasma isn’t done with Hit Row and Santos Escobar
wants Isaiah Scott’s North American Title.

Odyssey Jones vs. LA Knight

Jones throws him around to start, including one heck of a toss
into the corner. Knight needs a breather on the floor before
Jones runs him over back inside. Knight manages to get in a
shot of his own but a cover only gets one. For some reason
Knight tries a slam, which goes as well for him as you would
expect. Cue Andre Chase for a distraction though and Knight
scores with a jumping neckbreaker for the pin at 4:02.

Rating: C. Another short match and again, that is probably the
right idea. Jones 1is a huge guy and it should be a case of
less is more. Don’t let the fans get worn out on a guy that
size who can move like that. Let him get the crowd’s attention
and then leave, as now they want to see him pummel Chase, as
is the plan.

Cameron Grimes says love is in the air around here and wants
to find a lucky lady of her own. Pete Dunne and Ridge Holland
come up with Dunne throwing out a challenge for tonight.
Grimes heads off to hit on some women instead.

Kyle O0’Reilly asks Von Wagner why he has been helping him.
Wagner says he respects O0’'Reilly but Kyle doesn’t trust
anyone. 0'Reilly appreciates it but wants Wagner to leave him
alone. Wagner is going to need some help with the talking.

Here is Tommaso Ciampa for a chat. Halloween Havoc is back on
October 26 and the champ needs a challenger. He knows that
Bron Breakker has been circling around but who has the guts to
come out here and face him? Cue Bron Breakker, who says he
doesn’t care how long he has been here because he wants the
NXT Title. Ciampa says Breakker wants the title but Ciampa
needs it. Breakker sees it as a stepping stone to something
bigger and better, but to Ciampa, it is something bigger and
better. That leaves Breakker with three weeks to get ready,



because challenge accepted. Breakker’s Steiner was showing
here again.

Joe Gacy talks about how he wasn’t worried when social media
crashed yesterday. Tonight, the ring is his safe space.

Persia Pirotta is here with Indi Hartwell and talking about
how great the honeymoon was. Indi wore Dexter Lumis out by
going through two packs. After saying Lumis is 9.5, they find
a door with smoke coming out from underneath and find...Tian
Sha, who throws them out.

Joe Gacy vs. Ikemen Jiro

Jiro shoulders him to start and Gacy encourages him to do it
again. That earns him a running armdrag and a hurricanrana,
meaning Gacy wants a breather. Gacy runs him over but Jiro
slips out of a slam. Jiro tosses him down again but misses the
Ikemen Slash. The handspring clothesline finishes for Gacy at
3:08.

Rating: D+. I don’t remember the last time I’'ve seen a gimmick
that beat you over the head as hard as Gacy. There might as
well be a big sign over his head explaining the joke every
time for how subtle the whole thing is. It isn’t funny and the
matches aren’t exactly great, but I'm sure the people writing
it are having a great time so we aren’t getting away from it
anytime soon.

Post match, Gacy picks him up for a bit of an awkward hug. As
Gacy leaves, a guy stares down at him from the stands and Gacy
smiles back up at him.

Cora Jade likes to skateboard.

Duke Hudson is a wrestler and a professional poker player with
his own Duke’s Poker Room. He’ll take your belt or your money.
Or your Swinger’s Palace.

Cora Jade vs. Virqginia Ferry




Hold on though as here is Frankie Monet to jump Ferry and take
her place.

Cora Jade vs. Frankie Monet

Monet hits the running knees in the corner to start so here is
Trey Baxter to cheer Jade on. A stomp has Jade in more trouble
and a spear cuts her in half. Not that it matters as Jade
rolls her up for the pin at 2:04.

The Grizzled Young Veterans come up to MSK in the back. Let’s
just make the title match elimination rules? Josh
Briggs/Brooks Jensen and Trick Williams/Carmelo Hayes come in
for the brawl.

Tommaso Ciampa 1is ready for Bron Breakker but Joe Gacy comes
in. Gacy thinks Ciampa is putting forth his privilege as
champion and would like a shot of his own. Ciampa says if Gacy
can beat him next week, Halloween Havoc can be a three way.
Just remember that the ring isn’t going to be a safe space for
Gacy.

Pete Dunne vs. Cameron Grimes

Ridge Holland is here with Dunne. They trade wristlocks to
start with Dunne getting the better of things. Back up and a
running hurricanrana gets Grimes out of trouble, setting up an
armdrag into an armbar. Dunne kicks him down again but misses
a charge in the corner, allowing Grimes to hit a good high
crossbody for two. A double stomp to the hands slows Grimes
back down but he is back up with a bridging German suplex for
two more. Holland goes for the distraction, drawing out Kyle
O’'Reilly for the save. The distraction lets Dunne hit the
Bitter End for the pin at 5:40.

Rating: C+. I could have gone for more of this as these two
had some chemistry. It’s always nice to see some of the people
who can have a good match getting the chance to do so and it
worked out well enough here. Dunne winning off the distraction



is fine as Grimes saves some face, but he’s over enough that a
loss to a more established star isn’t going to hurt him.

Post match Dunne and Holland lay out O'Reilly.

Hit Row isn’t running from NXT but running to the money.
Smackdown wanted them and that’s where they’re going. They’re
ready to finish things with Legado del Fantasma and Santos
Escobar can have his title shot.

During the break, Von Wagner helped Kyle 0’'Reilly up.

Tony D’'Angelo vs. Malik Blade

The fans go nuts for D’Angelo, who talks a lot and grabs a
headlock to start. A running shoulder sets up another headlock
as commentary talks about D’Angelo’s, ahem, businesses, with
all the subtly of a pair of concrete shoes. Blade manages to
get in a shot and head outside, only to walk into a spear. A
waistlock sets up an abdominal stretch but Blade fights up and
hits a high crossbody. Some rolling suplexes set up a
fisherman’s neckbreaker to finish Blade at 4:44.

Rating: C. Oh man this has potential. The fans were loving
D’Angelo and it certainly felt like a case where they’re in on
the joke of how bad he really is. D’Angelo looks like an
athlete but there were a lot of instances of pausing for holds
here as it didn’t seem like they were ready. The fans were
absolutely loving it though and it is a rare case where they
were able to bring this WAY higher than it would have been
otherwise.

Carmelo Hayes and Trick Williams are bout it and ready to win
the Tag Team Titles without using Hayes'’ contract.

Indi Hartwell vs. Mei Ying

Persia Pirotta is here with Hartwell and Boa is with Ying. We
get a MRS. LUMIS chant as Ying hammers away to start and grabs
the nerve hold. The Tongan Death Grip has Indi on the floor



but Ying lets go and kicks Persia in the face by mistake. Indi
posts Ying and hits a springboard clothesline for the surprise
pin at 2:52.

Lash Legend is talking about how great her show will be next
week. Tony D’Angelo comes in and wants to be her guest, which
works for Legend. She takes credit for shutting down Facebook
and Instagram yesterday because her show was so hot.

Malcolm Bivens introduces the Diamond Mine and gives us a
quick bio of every member. More stuff like this please, as you
need to get to know these people.

Raquel Gonzalez thinks Mandy Rose’s hair dye has gotten into
her brain because Mandy doesn’t know who she is messing with.
Touch her title again and Mandy can start posing for a body
cast. Cue Toxic Attraction to say Raquel is coming off
desperate. The three of them talk about how great they are but
Gonzalez says she can only look at the staples in Gigi Dolin’s
head from when Gonzalez hit her with the belt. Jacy Jayne says
they’ll hold all of the gold soon because they’re THE
attraction. Gonzalez is surrounded but Zoey Stark and Io
Shirai run in for the save.

Von Wagner comes in to tell Kyle 0’Reilly that they’'re facing
Pete Dunne and Ridge Holland. 0’'Reilly isn’t happy.

Raquel Gonzalez, Io Shirai and Zoey Stark are ready for Toxic
Attraction but Indi Hartwell and Persia Pirotta come in to say
they’re coming for the titles. Shirai said the only gold
they’re wearing is in their ears.

Tag Team Titles: Grizzled Young Veterans vs. Josh

Briggs/Brooks Jensen vs. Trick Williams/Carmelo Hayes vs. MSK

MSK is defending and it’s elimination rules. Wes Lee rolls
Zack Gibson up for two to start and it’s off to Nash Carter
for the rapid fire kicks to the chest. That’s enough to send
Gibson over for the tag to Hayes, who drops Lee in a hurry.



Williams comes in and clotheslines Jensen, who cuts Hayes off
with an atomic drop. A double shoulders sends Hayes over to
Williams, who gets booted in the face. Lee comes back in and
sends Williams outside for a suicide dive. Back in and the
Hart Attack Blockbuster pins Williams at 3:55.

We take a break and come back with the Veterans working over
Lee, including some choking on the ropes. Lee gets away and
brings Carter back in though, allowing house to be cleaned. A
moonsault to the floor drops the Veterans but Gibson drops
Lee. Briggs makes a blind tag though and a double powerbomb
finishes Gibson to get rid of the Veterans at 10:30. Briggs’
running boot into a Russian legsweep from Jensen gets two on
Lee. There's a huge double spinebuster to plant Lee again but
Carter breaks up the double powerbomb. Lee hurricanranas
Jensen to retain at 12:32.

Rating: C+. I like the elimination rules, but MSK needs to
drop the titles pretty soon. That being said, outside of the
Veterans, who are they supposed to drop them to? The country
boys? Hayes and the new guy who shouts bout it all the time?
I'm sure the Veterans aren’t gimmicky enough for this NXT
though and that shouldn’t be a big surprise. Nice match, but
they need to shake up the titles sooner than later.

Post match Briggs and Jensen pick up the titles...and hand them
to MSK. The fans want Melo but get Imperium jumping MSK
instead. Briggs and Jensen run in for a late save. Fans:
“THANK YOU IMPERIUM!” This really didn’t do the division or
the titles any favors, but there is in fact a division there
now, which is more than you can say about the main roster.

Overall Rating: C. This was a big step back for NXT and I'm
scared that it’s a sign of things to come. A lot of this show
felt like WWE saying “this is what you’re getting and we don’t
care if you like it”. Maybe the live fans were complaining for
the sake of complaining, but it was pretty clear that they
weren’t happy with a good bit of this.



Between Toxic Attraction doing their best Beautiful People
impression to Duke Hudson suddenly copying Johnny Swinger to
that wacky Joe Gacy to Imperium vs. MSK, there wasn’t much to
get excited about around here. That seems to be NXT in a
nutshell, but at least Vince'’s lovable gang of goons have
their jobs instead of HHH right?

Results

Mandy Rose b. Ember Moon — Running knee

LA Knight b. 0dyssey Jones — Jumping neckbreaker

Joe Gacy b. Ikemen Jiro — Handspring lariat

Cora Jade b. Frankie Monet — Victory roll

Pete Dunne b. Cameron Grimes — Bitter End

Tony D’Angelo b. Malik Blade — Fisherman’s neckbreaker

Indi Hartwell b. Mei Ying — Springfield clothesline

MSK b. Grizzled Young Veterans, Josh Briggs/Brooks Jensen and
Carmelo Hayes/Trick Williams last eliminating Briggs/Brooks
Jensen

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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NXT — September 7, 2021: The
Ungrand Finale

NXT

Date: September 7, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Beth Phoenix, Wade Barrett

This is how it ends. We'’re wrapping up the original run of NXT
this week as everything changes with the next show. I'm a
mixture of scared, excited and scared excited as the idea of
Monday Night NXT scares me to death, but NXT does need some
changes. There are a pair of title matches tonight to finish
things off. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Ember Moon vs. Kay Lee Ray

Feeling out process to start with Moon snapping off an
armdrag. Back up and Ray hits a quick faceplant for two before
taking Moon into the corner. Ray cranks on the arm and pulls
Moon down into a cross armbreaker. That'’s reversed in a hurry
and Moon is back up with a middle rope Codebreaker for two.
The Crossface has Ray in more trouble and Moon rolls it into
the middle to make it worse. Ray slips out so Moon pulls her
into a triangle choke but gets rolled into the corner to break
it up.

Back from a break with Moon getting two off a small package
and tying her in the Tree of Woe for a kick to the face. A
tornado DDT gets Ray out of trouble but Moon sends her outside
for the big dive. Back in and Ray breaks up an Eclipse attempt
with a hair mare off the top. Moon blocks a kick into
something like a flipping One Winged Angel for two more. They
fight into a pinfall reversal sequence with Ray trying a
backslide but lifting Moon up into a Gory Bomb for the pin at
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14:41.

Rating: B-. This was a good way to get Ray her first important
win around here as Moon 1is still a name that means something.
It helps that they had a good, hard hitting match with Moon
continuing to being able to have a solid match with anyone.
Ray is going to be a major player around here and that 1is
something the division could use.

Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch are ready to win the Tag Team
Titles. Ridge Holland and Pete Dunne tell them to get rid of
MSK too.

We go to Indi Hartwell'’s bachelorette party where no one seems
to like Dexter Lumis. This includes Indi’s friend Persia, who
is here to see Disney World rather than the party. Hartwell
talks about how Dexter saved her but she owes so much to
Candice LeRae. Candice gets to give a speech, which involves
throwing bread at Kacy Catanzaro and Kayden Carter for being
on Tik Tok. She didn’t like Lumis either, but it has worked
out well enough.

Santos Escobar vs. Carmelo Hayes

Escobar has the rest of Legado del Fantasma with him. Feeling
out process to start with Hayes working on a wristlock.
Escobar starts kicking away and chokes on the rope before
kicking Hayes outside. Hayes goes crashing over the barricade
and we take a break. Back with Escobar sitting Hayes on top
for a loud chop and grabbing a Crossface. With that broken up,
Escobar takes him outside for a Boston crab on the steps.

Hayes fights back to escape some choking on the ropes and
scores with a quick dropkick to the floor. Escobar is sent
face first into the announcers’ table, setting up a running
knee back inside. Hayes’' springboard is kneed out of the air
but he’s back with a Codebreaker and face plant for two. A DDT
onto the apron plants Escobar again but Legado’s distraction
lets Elektra Lopez slam Hayes on the floor. That rocks Hayes



so much that the Phantom Driver can finish Hayes at 13:51.

Rating: B-. I liked the match for the most part, but being
devastated by a simple slam is a bit much to take. The slam
was pretty impressive but that’s enough to stun Hayes long
enough for Escobar to get the win? The finish wasn’t clean so
it’s hardly some career killer for Hayes or anything, though
I'm really not sure pinning him is a good idea.

Malcolm Bivens officially welcomes the Creed Brothers, both
former amateur wrestling stars, into the Diamond Mine.
Roderick Strong seems happy to have them.

William Regal announces a fatal four way to crown a new #1
contender next week, as Kyle 0’'Reilly, LA Knight, Pete Dunne
and Tommaso Ciampa fight to get the first shot at Samoa Joe.

Creed Brothers vs. Chuckie Viola/Paxton Astall

Brutus starts for the Creed Brothers and wrestles Viola down
with ease. Viola is sent outside and then suplexed back
inside. Brutus slaps Julius in the face for the tag and Astall
is powered into the corner. Something like a front facelock
suplex plants Paxton and Julius brings in Viola. The Brothers
slam them into each other and a basement clothesline finishes
Astall at 2:18. That was a snappy squash and the Brothers
looked rather good in dominance.

Ember Moon is tired of losing and feeling like this, so she
knows what she has to do. Stay tuned.

Hit Row should have seen it coming when Legado del Fantasma
jumped them and it’s time to drop them like a $10 pinata. B
Fab is ready to take out Elektra Lopez.

Women’s Tag Team Titles: Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter vs. Io
Shirai/Zoey Stark

Shirai and Stark are defending. Catanzaro headlocks Stark to
no avail to start as Stark flips away to escape. It’'s off to



Shirai, who stops to say something to Stark and gets
dropkicked in the face for two. Catanzaro comes back in but
gets kicked in the face as we take a break. Back with Shirai
rocking Carter again and getting two off a missile dropkick.
Shirai grabs the Crossface (third time in three matches) but
Carter fights up and brings in Catanzaro off a blind tag.

After a few shots to Shirai, Carter tags herself back in and
gets elbowed in the face. Stark comes in to kick Carter in the
face for two but accidentally kicks Shirai down. A Downward
Spiral drops Stark and Carter, after thinking about it for far
too long, brings in Catanzaro for an elevated splash. Shirai
makes the save so Stark knees Catanzaro in the face, setting
up the Moon Over Moonsault to retain at 12:01.

Rating: C. Much like on the main roster, the Women’s Tag Team
Titles seem to be forgotten more often than not, making it
really hard to care about them. It wasn’t a bad match, but it
was completely flat and there was no reason to get invested in
anything they were doing. Catanzaro and Carter did their
thing, but you just can’t compete with partners who don’t get
along.

Post match Mandy Rose (now in a face mask, because covering up
Mandy Rose’s face is a good idea), Gigi Dolin and Jayce Jane
come out to beat down Carter and Catanzaro.

Kyle 0'Reilly doesn’t care anymore because all he wants is the
NXT Title.

It's time for Dexter Lumis’ bachelor party, with Johnny
Gargano saying he won’t pay for a dime. Don’t worry though
because Cameron Grimes is here to pay for everyone. Everyone,
including the zombie referee, gets out of the car and Lumis
makes peace with Grimes. First up, go karts, with Indi
Hartwell and Candice LeRae spying on them. Then they throw
axes, with Lumis indicating he has experience with them and
then winning the competition.



Odyssey Jones makes a bet with Grimes about being able to
bounce Drake Maverick off a trampoline and wins easily. We
wrap it up with lazer tag but Lumis punches one guy out so
Gargano can get an easy score. That’'s not enough, so Lumis
chloroforms another guy and Gargano scores again. Gargano
fakes a handshake and wins for his team, though he can’t bring
himself to high five Lumis.

The zombie referee says that it’s not that bad, but reveals
that he is, in fact, Canadian. Jones shoves their hands
together and we get a quick Lumis/Gargano montage. Hartwell
and LeRae come in to say everyone is on the same page.
Gargano: “Let’s go have a wedding.” Lumis seems to smile a
bit. Dang it why did I have to like this a bit? Far better
than the bachelorette stuff at least.

Robert Stone has gotten Frankie Monet a Women'’s Title shot
next week to get Money and Jessi Kamea back in his good
graces.

Mei Ying vs. Virginia Ferry

Ferry gets in a jawbreaker but walks into a Mandible Claw for
the win at 47 seconds.

LA Knight is in his car and talks about how there are three
challengers and one superstar. Next week he’s going to take
all three of them out and then he’s coming for Samoa Joe.

Tommaso Ciampa says it has been a long time since he had
Goldie but the greatest things in life are worth waiting for.

Tag Team Titles: MSK vs. Oney Lorcan/Danny Burch

MSK is defending and it’s Burch driving Carter into the corner
to start. It’s off to Lorcan but Lee comes in as well to take
him down in a hurry. A cheap shot from Burch comes in (and the
fans approve) to put MSK back in trouble. Everything breaks
down and a running dropkick in the corner drops Burch to the



floor as we take a break. Back with Carter caught in a
chinlock but fighting up to strike it out with Lorcan. That
doesn’t go well for Carter, who is taken into the wrong corner
to continue the beating.

Carter fights up and brings in Lee to clean house, including
with a German suplex for two on Lorcan. The push moonsault
gets the same as everything breaks down. Carter’s Swanton hits
raised knees and it’s an ankle lock from Lorcan and a
Crossface (erg) from Burch. That's broken up as well and it'’s
the Blockbuster Hart Attack to retain the titles at 12:16.

Rating: C+. NXT’'s decline seems to go hand in hand with the
decline of its tag team division. The NXT Tag Team Titles used
to be one of the best things in all of WWE and now they mean
about as much as the Raw Tag Team Titles do in a given week.
Two teams had a title match and one of them won. That has been
the case for far too long now and it was a bit of a dry match
as a result. Much like the rest of NXT: Perfectly good, but
not that interesting.

Post match MSK leaves so here are Ridge Holland and Pete Dunne
to take out Lorcan and Burch, breaking up the group.

Overall Rating: C+. So that’s it for NXT and I can see why
they need to make a change. In something I almost never get to
say about NXT, this was pretty boring. Nothing was bad and the
first two matches were good, but there is absolutely no spark
to any of this and I don’t particularly care where these
stories go. NXT has lost its soul somewhere along the way and
as a result, none of this feels important. The show 1is
lifeless and while the changes don’t sound the most appealing,
I'll go with them taking a chance on something new than this
kind of a show.

Results
Kay Lee Ray b. Ember Moon — Gory Bomb
Santos Escobar b. Carmelo Hayes — Phantom Driver



Creed Brothers b. Paxton Astall/Chuckie Viola — Basement
clothesline to Astall

Io Shirai/Zoey Stark b. Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter — Moon
Over Moonsault to Carter

Mei Ying b. Virginia Ferry — Mandible Claw

MSK b. Oney Lorcan/Danny Burch — Blockbuster Hart Attack to
Lorcan

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:
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