Monday Night Raw — October
10, 2016: What’'s The Story?

Monday Night Raw
Date: October 10, 2016
Location: Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves, Byron Saxton

We’'re less than three weeks away from Hell in a Cell and only one of
the namesake matches has been set up so far. The interesting
question is what will be the second (if not the third): Seth Rollins
vs. Kevin Owens or Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks. Both have been
announced for the show but neither has officially been announced as

taking place inside the Cell. Let’s get to it.
Opening sequence.

Here's Sasha Banks to get things going. Sasha says she’s on top of
the world right now and wishes Eddie Guerrero a happy birthday. She
spent years watching Eddie lie, cheat and steal his way to the top.
Last week she was in the main event of Raw, just like Trish Stratus
and Lita were all those years ago. Sasha knows the rematch is coming
at Hell in a Cell so let’s put it inside the Cell for the first time

ever.

Cue Charlotte but Rusev (now with sideburns) and Lana of all people
come out to interrupt. Rusev says no one cares about this women’s
revolution but Charlotte takes the mic from him and, with Stephanie
style tones, asks Rusev who he thinks he is. The match with Sasha is
on inside the Cell.

Rusev takes the mic back and says good for you but he wasn’t done.
This time it’s Sasha taking the mic away and throwing it to the mat.
Lana says Sasha and Charlotte need to learn their place because
they’re whining like little girls. That earns Lana a shove down and
Rusev gets dropkicked out to the floor. Roman Reigns comes out to
prevent the male on female violence. The match really doesn’t need
to be inside the Cell from a storyline perspective but this is the
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next logical step for the women being treated as equals and there’s

nothing wrong with that.

Here’s New Day to talk about the history of sports in Oakland,
including the Splash Brothers and the Bash Brothers. That brings
them to the most famous friends though: Danny Tanner and Uncle
Jesse. See, there’s about to be a full house because New Day is
three of a kind and they’re about to deal with a pair in Cesaro and
Sheamus. Kofi has a hot garbage sign to describe Sheamus and Woods
says the title match at the pay per view will prove that New Day
rocks.

Cesaro vs. Kofi Kingston

Cesaro shoulders him down to start as we hear about Demolition’s
record again. Apparently Sheamus is on Facebook while he’s sitting
on the steps, not watching the match. They head outside for a
staredown as we take a break. Back with Kofi getting two off a
middle rope crossbody as Sheamus is still on Facebook. Trouble in
Paradise misses and it'’s time for the Uppercut Train. Kofi escapes a
Sharpshooter attempt but tweaks his leg on a springboard attempt.
Sheamus decides to go after Francesca and the distraction lets Kofi
small package Cesaro for the pin at 7:45.

Rating: C. This was more about advancing the story than the match
itself and that worries me. The announcers kept talking about how
Cesaro and Sheamus have no chance to win the titles, making me think
that’s exactly what’'s going to happen. New Day has gone on WAY too
long to let this thrown together team beat them for the belts two
months before they break a nearly thirty year old record.

Tonight it’'s Charlotte/Rusev vs. Reigns/Banks. Am I missing
something or did Charlotte dropkick Rusev earlier tonight?

We see Goldberg’s comments on “Sportscenter”, where he said he’d
love to face Brock Lesnar again.

Bayley vs. Cami Fields

Cami starts fast with some shoulders in the corner and stomps her
way out of a sunset flip attempt. That’s about it though as the



Bayley to Belly finishes Fields at 2:19.
Dana Brooke jumps Bayley post match.

Chris Jericho is on the phone with someone and says he wants a pay
day. R-Truth comes up and offers him a Payday candy bar. I’'ll take
it if Jericho doesn’t want it.

Drew Gulak/Tony Nese vs. Sin Cara/Lince Dorado

You knew Cara would be involved in this sometime. Gulak and Dorado
start things off but an early headscissors means it’s off to Nese.
Dorado gets taken into the wrong corner as the fans are dying by the
second. A Gory Special has Dorado in trouble and it’'s back to Nese
for a chinlock. It’s back to Cara for a moonsault to both villains
and a springboard crossbody for two on Gulak. Everything breaks down
and Cara suicide dives onto Nese. Dorado hits a shooting star press
to pin Gulak at 3:17.

Rating: C+. The best thing they could do here is get them out of the
ring quickly. This division isn’t working and there’s really no
hiding that anymore. Would it really kill them to let some of these
guys talk about something other than being athletes and wanting to
prove that they’'re the best in the world? Like, giving them some

characters etc?
Stephanie McMahon invites herself to join Mick Foley’s Cell address.

Here are the bosses with Stephanie making fun of Foley’s red flannel
suit. In what sounds like a Home Shopping Network ad, Foley and
Stephanie talk about the Women’s Title match being inside the Cell
and confirm it for a second time tonight. But wait: there’s more. In
a THIRD Cell match, Seth Rollins will be challenging for Kevin
Owens’ Raw World Title as well.

This brings out Chris Jericho and Kevin Owens to say Mick has
outdone himself this week. Owens doesn’t want to be in the Cell
because he doesn’t want to be an old, broken down man like Foley.
Jericho wants to know if he and Kevin can have their own private jet
if Mick is just throwing out presents. The recklessness involved in
putting Owens in the Cell means FOLEY JUST MADE THE LIST! Foley: “I



started the List.” Jericho: “YOU JUST MADE THE LIST AGAIN!”

Stephanie tells Jericho to show Foley respect (MAKE UP YOUR FREAKING
MIND ALREADY STEPHANIE!!! TWO WEEKS AGO YOU TREATED FOLEY LIKE A
THREE YEAR OLD AND NOW JERICHO NEEDS TO RESPECT HIM???) so she has
an idea: if Jericho can beat Rollins tonight, he’s in the title
match as a triple threat. Because Raw needs to top Smackdown’s
triple threat!

Rollins says Stephanie loves to pull strings and is always five
moves ahead. Tonight though, he’s going to ruin those plans by
beating Jericho. Rollins wants to know what Owens is thinking though
because Jericho might go into business for himself.

Curtis Axel/Bo Dallas vs. Enzo Amore/Big Cass

And never mind as Anderson and Gallows jump Enzo and Cass from
behind before the match starts. No match.

After a break, Axel and Dallas say they want a tag match.

Curtis Axel/Bo Dallas vs. Sami Zayn/Neville

Bo beats on Sami in the corner to start as we hear about Foley
making three Cell matches. Well given that they were all challenges
issues by wrestlers, that’s not the most impressive things in the
world. Axel takes over on Sami and hits a good looking dropkick. Not
that it matters as an exploder suplex sets up the Helluva Kick and
the Red Arrow for the easy pin on Axel at 2:28.

Lana comes into Charlotte’s locker room and snipe at each other a
bit.

R-Truth vs. Titus 0'Neil

Apparently Titus is mad about Truth getting the commercial for
Payday earlier tonight. Titus throws Truth around to start as Graves
plugs the Titus Brand. Goldust gets on the steps for a distraction
and Truth grabs a rollup (with Titus’ feet in the ropes) for the pin
at 2:12. That's the second distraction finish tonight.

TJ Perkins comes in to see Brian Kendrick and talks about how
Kendrick deserves another shot at the title. They shake hands but



Kendrick goes after him, earning a right hand from the champ.

Braun Strowman vs. Splash Brothers

The Brothers are Steven and Clay. Strowman treats them like you
would expect and splashes Steven while Clay is on Braun’s back. A
double dropkick puts the Brothers down and it’s a running powerslam
for Clay. Steven is reversed chokeslammed onto his brother for the
pin at 59 seconds.

Braun still wants better competition. In other words: nothing

changed this week and the writers get to stretch it out even more.
Roman Reigns and Sasha talk strategy.

0f all things, we get the Rumble by the Numbers video. Tickets go on

sale soon it seems.

Charlotte/Rusev _vs. Roman Reigns/Sasha Banks

The genders have to match so we start with multiple tags before any
contact. Rusev punches Reigns to start and a clothesline gets two.
Reigns starts a comeback as the fans want Sasha. The villains are
knocked to the floor and we take a break. Back with Reigns caught in
a chinlock and more WE WANT SASHA chants. A Superman Punch allows
the tag to Charlotte, meaning it'’'s off to Sasha to clean house.
Wouldn’t it have been smarter to not have Rusev tag so the advantage
isn’t lost? The double knees in the corner get two on Charlotte and
the Bank Statement makes her tap at 9:48.

Rating: D+. Well that happened and it was nowhere near as amazing as
the announcers tried to make it seem. The fans really didn’t seem to
care about Rusev vs. Reigns as there’s almost no way Rusev is
getting the title back and everyone knows it. There was nothing to
the match anyway and the sudden ending didn’t help things.

Tom Phillips asks Jericho and Owens about the possible change to the
title match at the pay per view. Jericho: “That’s a stupid idiom.”
Jericho says if one of them is champion, both of them are champion.
Owens throws Phillips out but since Tom doesn’t get out fast enough,
HE MAKES THE LIST, under the name Felipe Thomastein.

We see the Goldberg clip again.



Here’'s Paul Heyman to discuss said Goldberg comments but first we

get another WWE2K17 video, this time of Lesnar vs. Goldberg. Heyman
has heard people whispering about Goldberg returning for years now
because they want one more spear and Jackhammer. You still hear the

chants today and there they go again.

Everyone that got in the same ring as Goldberg was conquered while
he was running parallel to Brock Lesnar. It keeps Heyman up at night
that Goldberg is one up on Brock so as of tonight, Goldberg is
officially challenged to a fight any place anytime. Goldberg can
either live in the past or step in this ring and be conquered. In
Suplex City, Goldberg is next.

Emmalina video.

TJ Perkins vs. Ariya Daivari

Non-title with Brian Kendrick on commentary. Daivari has to go to
the ropes to get out of an early kneebar and we hit the chinlock on
Perkins. A neckbreaker gets two on TJ but he comes right back with
one of his own. The slingshot dropkick sets up the kneebar to make
Daivari tap at 5:14.

Rating: D+. This might have been my breaking point for the division.
These matches aren’t interesting and having random people who
happened to be in the tournament job to Perkins isn’t helping
things. It’s just a total misfit on this show and nothing they’re
doing is making it any better. Either make it interesting or scrap
the thing already.

Jericho and Stephanie run into each other with Chris saying he
thought about putting her on the list. Stephanie is cool with that
though, as long as the Raw triple threat beats Smackdown’s triple
threat. Jericho needs to remember that Stephanie can’t help him
inside the Cell. Not that Jericho asked about it but Stephanie seems
to think everyone needs her help. Owens comes up and asks what that
was about but Jericho just says friendship.

Hispanic Heritage Month video on Tito Santana. It’'s nice to have it

be about a wrestler again.



A Tweet from Goldberg says he’ll be on Raw next week.

Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho

If Jericho wins, the Universal Title match becomes a triple threat.
Rollins doesn’t care for having a toothpick thrown in his face so he
smacks Jericho around. A Blockbuster gets two for Seth and Jericho
bails to the floor, only to get caught by a slingshot dropkick. Cue
Owens for a distraction so Jericho can take over and we take a
break.

Back with Jericho kicking Rollins off the top and slapping on an
abdominal stretch. Rollins sends him face first into the middle
turnbuckle and gets two off a Sling Blade (which Jericho called
loudly). Seth goes up top and slams Jericho off, only to have his
crossbody dropkicked out of the air. The low superkick gets two on
Jericho but Owens offers a distraction, allowing Jericho to grab the
Walls.

A belt shot from Owens gets the same and Rollins takes him down with
a suicide dive. The springboard knee to the head gets two on Jericho
but he avoids the frog splash. A Lionsault gives Jericho a near fall
of his own but he misses a high crossbody. Jericho reverses the
Pedigree into another Walls attempt, only to get small packaged for
the pin at 19:14.

Rating: B-. The ending was more of a relief than anything else as I
really, really didn’t need to sit through another triple threat
title match, especially inside the Cell. Rollins vs. Owens isn’t the
most interesting thing in the world but Jericho can go and do

something else instead of trying to salvage this upper midcard feud.

Post match Owens and Jericho beat on Seth but Rollins fights back

and gives Jericho a Pedigree as Owens bails to end the show.

Overall Rating: D. What is the top story on Raw right now? Is it the
Lesnar vs. Goldberg? Jericho/Owens vs. Rollins? One half of Raw vs.
Smackdown? Charlotte vs. Sasha? The problem is nothing is standing
out right now and it’'s hard to care about a bunch of stories that

feel like they belong in the upper midcard. I can’t even blame it on



Stephanie this week (though her defending Foley had my jaw dropping)
because it’s a recurring problem. Owens has had his legs cut off as
he’s really just an afterthought at the moment in what feels like
multiple feuds.

There's too much stuff going on near the top and the LONG list of
midcard and lower card feuds and stories don’t help things. Tonight
you had two cruiserweight matches, that stupid Titus Brand stuff,
the random tag feuds and Braun Strowman and I'm probably forgetting
some. They need to trim some of this stuff down and stop trying to

throw so much bad, unfocused stuff at us at the same time.
Results

Kofi Kingston b. Cesaro — Small package

Bayley b. Cami Fields — Bayley to Belly

Sin Cara/Lince Dorado b. Drew Gulak/Tony Nese — Shooting star press
to Nese

Sami Zayn/Neville b. Curtis Axel/Bo Dallas — Red Arrow to Axel
R-Truth b. Titus 0’Neil — Rollup
Braun Strowman b. Splash Brothers — Reverse chokeslam to Steven

Sasha Banks/Roman Reigns b. Rusev/Charlotte — Bank Statement to
Charlotte

TJ Perkins b. Ariya Daivari — Kneebar

Seth Rollins b. Chris Jericho — Small package

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part
I at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Superstars — September 30,
2016: Now With More People
You Won’'t See On This Show

Superstars
Date: September 30, 2016

Location: US Bank Arena, Cincinnati, Ohio
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Corey Graves

I don’t normally do this show but I was in the arena live for the
taping so I might as well take a look at the show. This was taped
before last week’s Monday Night Raw and now serves as the night'’s
dark matches. Superstars tends to be completely forgotten and
there’s a good chance that'’s justified. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence, featuring a bunch of people you won’t be seeing on
this show.

Sami Zayn vs. Curtis Axel

Not a bad choice to fire up the crowd. Axel takes him down by the
arm to start so Sami does his big spin out to escape. Sami’s reverse
leapfrog sets up some armdrags into an armbar and the fans are very
pleased. Some right hands and a good looking dropkick put Zayn down
but Axel spends a bit too much time yelling. The exploder suplex
sets up the Helluva Kick to give Sami the pin at 4:40.

Rating: C-. Not much to this one but Sami is the perfect choice to
open a show and fire the fans up. There’s just something so easy to
cheer about Sami and it hasn’t failed him yet. For the life of me I
don’t know why he’s stuck on the midcard treadmill when Smackdown is
dying for talent and Zayn can’t even get on Raw most weeks.

We see a long stretch, as in the better part of five minutes, of
Roman Reigns vs. Rusev from Raw.

We see Charlotte, Dana Brooke and Sasha Banks’ segment from Raw.
This is much closer to being complete so here it is in full.


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/10/04/superstars-september-30-2016-now-with-more-people-you-wont-see-on-this-show/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/10/04/superstars-september-30-2016-now-with-more-people-you-wont-see-on-this-show/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/10/04/superstars-september-30-2016-now-with-more-people-you-wont-see-on-this-show/

Here are Charlotte and Dana Brooke for a chat. Charlotte says last
night was another chance for everyone to be disappointed because
that’s what she does time after time. She’s not the huggable Bayley
or the internet darling Sasha Banks. Cue Sasha to say that’s her
title because Charlotte didn’t beat her last night. Sasha is owed a
one on one match and she wants it right now. Charlotte tells the
YESing fans to be quiet so she can tell Sasha that she’ll get her
rematch...next week. Sasha cleans house and the villains leave.

Neville vs. Jinder Mahal

This would be another option that could have picked the crowd up
during Raw but nah, we needed three minutes of Stephanie yelling at
Foley instead. To no one’s surprise, Mahal comes out to crickets.
Neville grabs a headlock to start as we hear about Mahal talking
trash about NXT stars coming up through the ranks. So yeah, this
actually has a story to it. Mahal’'s armbar doesn’t do much to shake
his image of being really boring so Neville handsprings across the
ring and hits something like a hurricanrana. The tease of a dive
scares Mahal to the barricade and we take a break.

Back with Mahal missing a charge and falling outside again, only to
have him send Neville ribs first into the apron. A basement dropkick
puts Neville down and a big boot to the face gets two. Neville comes
back with his series of kicks, including a big one to knock Mahal
out of the air. The Red Arrow puts Mahal away at 8:55.

Rating: D. I don’t know how many more ways I can say Mahal is boring
but it’'s the biggest problem with so many wrestlers today. There’s
no real character there and his in ring abilities aren’t enough to
make me want to watch anything he does. This was longer than it
needed to be with Neville doing what he could but having nothing to
work with in Mahal.

Most of Kevin Owens on the Highlight Reel (minus anything with Enzo
and Cass) ends the show.

It’s time for the Highlight Reel. Jericho tells us to be quiet about
a dozen times because this is the most anticipated Highlight Reel in
WWE history. Before Owens comes out here though, Jericho has a bone
to pick with Masterson and Kutchner, who have the nerve to claim
that they’re better friends. Jericho: “THAT'’S IMPOSSIBLE!” That’'s so
unthinkable that they’re both about to make the List of Jericho.

It’'s almost time for Owens to come out but Jericho yells at the



cameraman for shooting him from the wrong side, which means HE MADE
THE LIST! Rollins is on there too because he got hurt again last
night. Owens comes out and praises the Jeritron 5000 but says he’s
not about to wear a suit for a place like Cincinnati, Ohio. What
kind of town can this be when it created Dean Ambrose? Jericho: “HE
STILL OWES ME $17,000!” Owens moves on to Rollins and says the rib
injury is karma after all the people Seth injured over the last year
and a half. Cue Rollins but security and Foley pull him back.

Overall Rating: D+. I see why I don’t watch this show most of the
time. It’s basically just a long recap show with some dark matches
filling in the gaps. That being said, there’s a reason this 1is
little more than D level programming to fill in time on the Network
and to satisfy international commitments. It was fine enough but
nothing worth going out of your way to see whatsoever.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part
I at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

New Column: Smackdown Is
Better

Another column where the title should tell you everything.
We’'re looking at a few reasons why the blue show is just
flat out better.
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http://www.wrestlingrumors.net/kbs-review-smackdown-is-bett
er/

Monday Night Raw —
September 26, 2016: I
Didn’'t Want It To Be This
Way

Location: US Bank Arena, Cincinnati, Ohio
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves, Byron Saxton

We’'re past Clash of Champions and this is going to be an interesting
show. The key here is Raw’'s competition as they’re up against Monday
Night Football and a Presidential debate that is likely going to
break a lot of viewership records. Kevin Owens is still Raw World
Champion and Roman Reigns picked up the US Title from Rusev last
night it’'s time to start looking towards the Cell. Let’s get to it.

One more note: I was in the arena for the show last night so this is
my second time seeing this.

There’s no intro as we’re heading straight for the opening match.
Translation: PLEASE DON’'T CHANGE THE CHANNEL YET! I can completely
accept this.

US Title: Roman Reigns vs. Rusev

Rematch from last night with Reigns defending. The fans want Lana as
Rusev takes him down with a front facelock. That'’'s going to keep the
people from watching the debate. Reigns is cheered quite strongly as
he kips out of a headscissors but gets double legged back to the
mat.

Rusev gets one off a suplex and starts in on Reigns’ back. The nine
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corner clotheslines get Reigns out of trouble but he can’t lift
Rusev up for the powerbomb because of the back injury. We take a
break and come back with Rusev putting on a bearhug to keep up the
simple psychology. A dropkick hits Reigns in the mouth and some
gutwrench suplexes get two. Back to the waistlock as the match slows
down again.

Reigns fights up with more clotheslines and a big boot but the
Superman Punch is countered, sending them both falling out to the
floor. We come back from another break with Reigns headbutting him
off the top and hitting a middle rope clothesline. Geez man enough
with the Lex Luger style offense.

Reigns still can’t powerbomb him so Rusev gets in a spinwheel kick.
More headbutts and another kick to the head give Rusev another two.
Reigns’ latest comeback is stopped with a superkick and the fans are
really getting into this in a way you almost never hear for a Reigns
match. The Accolade is broken up but Lana offers a distraction to
break up the Superman Punch. The apron kick staggers Rusev (and gets
a great reaction from the crowd) and they fight into the crowd for a
double countout at 25:38.

Rating: B. The match was another good outing for the two of them and
the ending sets up a rematch in the Cell, which is going to receive
a divided reception depending on your taste in Cell matches. Maybe
it was just the Cincinnati crowd or maybe it’s because he’s in the
midcard instead of the main event but Reigns was getting a great
reaction here. This is the kind of role he’s made for: an athletic
freak who can take a beating and give out one of his own. Good match
here.

Post match Rusev gets a chair and hits Reigns over the back. They
get inside and Reigns gets in a spear to put Rusev down. Reigns sits
in the chair and poses with the belt before hitting Rusev with the
chair to even things up.

WWE2K17 ad with Ambrose’s appearance getting a huge pop.

Here’s Mick Foley for a chat about last night’s Cesaro vs. Sheamus
match. The thought of the series ending in a draw seemed to be a
mathematical impossibility (not really) but that’s what’s happened.
Foley brings out Sheamus and Cesaro with Sheamus almost immediately
cutting him off to say this was about physical dominance.

Cesaro talks about doctors holding Sheamus back last night and an



argument breaks out over who was more dominant. Foley cuts them off
to say they’'re both right and they’re both getting a championship
opportunity....which they’re getting together as they’'re fighting for
the Tag Team Titles. Cesaro: “SAY WHAT???” Foley tells them to get
over it and just team together because that’s his decision.

I had a very bad feeling that this was where they were going and
while it’'s not the worst idea in the world (Raw is dying for tag
teams at the moment), it feels like the TNA way of getting here: a
bunch of matches that did nothing but fill time until we get to the
end result. Sheamus and Cesaro had some good matches (even one very
good one) but they drove the feud into the ground to the point where
I didn’t care how good the matches were since I had absolutely no
desire to watch them.

And now, none of that matters because they’re basically saying the
whole thing was a tie and we’re just going to do something
different. It comes off as lazy booking and a way to fill in time,
which is one of the worst things you can do in wrestling. I'm sure
they’ll be a decent team but they better not cut New Day’'s title
reign off this close to the record.

Tag Team Titles: New Day vs. Anderson and Gallows

New Day is defending in a rematch from last night after Xavier Woods
used Francesca II. The match starts fast with Kofi having to dodge a
diving Anderson. It's off to Big E. for the Unicorn Stampede with
Woods blowing the trombone in time with the stomps. Gallows,
apparently not a music fan, pulls Big E. out to the floor and
superkicks him in the face.

Anderson adds a running kick to the face for two and the champs are
in quick trouble. Gallows gets in a chokeslam and we take a break.
Anderson’s powerbomb gets two and we hear about Demolition’s title
reign being in reach. A kick to the head finally allows the hot tag
to Big E. for the suplexes. Big E. misses a charge into the post
though and a running boot to the face gets two.

That'’s enough of being on defense for Big E. so he spears Anderson
through the ropes, setting up the Midnight Hour for two with Gallows
making the save. Kofi is sent shoulder first into the steps and the
Magic Killer gets a very close two on Big E. They had me on that
near fall. A VERY bloody Kofi comes back in and hits Trouble in
Paradise to pin Anderson and retain the titles at 11:03.



Rating: C+. They're doing really well at making me buy into the
title changes here and that’s hard to do when it comes to a regular
TV title defense. Anderson and Gallows are done as challengers now
and I'm really not sure where they go from here. Sheamus and Cesaro
are fine for placeholder challengers but New Day really should break
the record when they’re this close. It would be a waste of time not
to.

We look at Kevin Owens injuring Seth Rollins’ ribs in their match at
Clash of Champions. Stephanie McMahon sent a second referee down for
the count, seconds after Rollins would have had the title won. After
the show ended, HHH arrived and asked Stephanie how it went
(“Great.”).

Sheamus and Cesaro (back in his suit) are bickering when Foley comes
in. Mick starts yelling about how much potential these two have
together because they could shake up the tag division. He'’ll even
give them a chance tonight in a tag match. Foley showed a lot of
fire here, as is his custom. Remember that.

Bayley vs. Anna Fields

Fields chokes her on the ropes to start and we hit an early
chinlock. Bayley comes back with her elbows and clotheslines,
setting up a quick Bayley to Belly for the pin at 2:04.

Post match Bayley says she’s not done with Sasha and Charlotte after
that triple threat because she wants to hug that Women’s Title.

And now, the bad part of the show. Foley goes in to see Stephanie
and asks about the referee issue in last night’s main event and
telling HHH it was great. Stephanie ERUPTS on Foley, talking about
how it should have been his responsibility to get a new referee out
there. Instead, he was probably with Sheamus and Cesaro because he
thinks with his heart instead of his head. She hired him because of
his mind as a businessman (Huh?) and wants him to be more like her.
Instead of showing the fire he had earlier, Foley just stands there
and takes this because she’s Stephanie.

This is every problem with Stephanie rolled into one promo. Not only
is it part of a story that is taking WAY too long to go anywhere
(I'd be shocked if we get any real resolution before the Royal
Rumble) but this is Mick Foley, a three time WWE World Champion and
a WWE Hall of Famer. He's one of the best talkers with some of the
best fire of all time but he’s standing here cowering in front of



Stephanie because that’s what happens to people around her.

Brock Lesnar, Charlotte, Sting, Roman Reigns and now Mick Foley all
have nothing to say back to her because she’s Stephanie and the most
intimidating presence of all time. Oh except for when she’s fun
Stephanie who dances with kids and is just a regular soccer mom.
This has been going on for years now (keep in mind that Stephanie
debuted SEVENTEEN YEARS AGO and first became an authority figure in
2000) and if we’re lucky she gets one bit of comeuppance a year.
Other than that it’s all Stephanie browbeating everyone else and if
you don’'t like it, deal with it because she’s Stephanie.

Rich Swann/Cedric Alexander vs. Drew Gulak/Lince Dorado

Swann and Alexander get an inset promo talking about how they’re
here to have fun but they’'re not underestimating their opponents.
This didn’'t air in the arena and it would have helped quite a bit.
Gulak and Dorado get their Cruiserweight Classic videos and again
they’re better than nothing. We get the big handshake to start for a
compliment to the purple ropes, which take forever to set up and
take down.

Dorado and Swann trade headscissors to start and nip into a
stalemate. Everything breaks down and Dorado moonsaults onto all
three as we take an early break. Back with Drew holding Swann in a
chinlock before it’s back to Dorado for some chops. The hot tag
bring in Alexander for some forearms and a running kick to Gulak’s
head. A Lumbar Check sends Dorado to the floor and Swann sunset
flips Gulak for the pin at 8:25.

Rating: C. This was the big popcorn break match of the night and
it’s still not hard to see why. Again, the wrestling is fine but the
whole division is being wedged into a show that is already bloated.
Swann and Alexander have some personality but Dorado and Gulak are
just warm bodies in the eyes of the fans. It’s better than last week
but they still need some adjustments to make people care.

Cesaro/Sheamus vs. Nick Cutler/Willis Williams

Cesaro takes Cutler over with a one armed delayed vertical suplex
but Sheamus drops to the floor instead of tagging in. For some
reason he gets on the apron with his back to the ring so Cesaro can
tag him in with a slap. The ten forearms make it even worse for
Cutler and it’s off to Williams, who is taken down with a hard
clothesline. The jobbers actually start working on Cesaro’s arm for



a few seconds before Sheamus Brogue Kicks both guys. Cesaro pins the
unconscious Williams at 3:33.

Rating: D+. This was exactly what it needed to be, though it’'s still
forced and something that should have come months ago without the
long feud in the first place. We haven’t had a wacky partnership
that went somewhere important since Kane and Daniel Bryan so this is
as good as anything else they have.

Video on TJ Perkins.

TJ talks about wanting to be here for eighteen years but here’s
Brian Kendrick to interrupt. Kendrick says it’s his title to win
because Perkins owes him for his career. A brawl is teased and
they’ll fight at some point in the future.

Here are Charlotte and Dana Brooke for a chat. Charlotte says last
night was another chance for everyone to be disappointed because
that’s what she does time after time. She’s not the huggable Bayley
or the internet darling Sasha Banks. Cue Sasha to say that’s her
title because Charlotte didn’t beat her last night. Sasha is owed a
one on one match and she wants it right now. Charlotte tells the
YESing fans to be quiet so she can tell Sasha that she’ll get her
rematch...next week. Sasha cleans house and the villains leave.

Rollins is on his way to the ring to interrupt the upcoming
Highlight Reel but Foley cuts him off because Seth isn’t medically
cleared. All Rollins can hear are Stephanie’s words coming out of
Mick’s mouth.

TJ Perkins vs. Tony Nese

Non-title with both guys being TNA castoffs because they’re dumb
that way. The much stronger Nese throws Perkins around to start and
he cartwheels out of TJ’s ankle scissors to show off. An early
kneebar attempt doesn’t work for TJ as Nese sends him outside for a
superkick and a big dive to take us to a break. Back with Perkins
grabbing a Black Widow but getting planted with a reverse gutwrench
suplex.

The fans chant for Harambe (the gorilla who was shot at the
Cincinnati Zoo, which was a recurring trend all night long) and CM
Punk as TJ fights back with uppercuts and a jumping neckbreaker out
of the corner. A gutbuster looks to set up a tornado DDT but Perkins
is draped over the top rope instead. TJ is right back up with the



fireman’s carry into an enziguri (Fans: “RANDY SAVAGE!”) and the
kneebar makes Nese tap at 8:50.

Rating: C+. I know the fans don’t care but this was entertaining
stuff, partially because we have a reason to care about Perkins.
Something as simple as being the champion tells us more about him
than we know about anyone else and the announcers did a good job of
building Nese up as the perfect athlete who could take down the
champ. Good little match here, though the fans really didn’t care.

Hispanic Heritage Month video on Pedro Morales.

Sasha vs. Charlotte and Perkins vs. Kendrick for the respective
titles next week.

Ashton Kutcher and Danny Masterson are going to be in Los Angeles
next week to take care of Chris Jericho and Kevin Owens.

It’s time for the Highlight Reel. Jericho tells us to be quiet about
a dozen times because this is the most anticipated Highlight Reel in
WWE history. Before Owens comes out here though, Jericho has a bone
to pick with Masterson and Kutchner, who have the nerve to claim
that they’re better friends. Jericho: “THAT'’S IMPOSSIBLE!” That’s so
unthinkable that they’re both about to make the List of Jericho.

It’'s almost time for Owens to come out but Jericho yells at the
cameraman for shooting him from the wrong side, which means HE MADE
THE LIST! Rollins is on there too because he got hurt again last
night. Owens comes out and praises the Jeritron 5000 but says he’s
not about to wear a suit for a place like Cincinnati, Ohio. What
kind of town can this be when it created Dean Ambrose? Jericho: “HE
STILL OWES ME $17,000!"”

Owens moves on to Rollins and says the rib injury is karma after all
the people Seth injured over the last year and a half. Cue Rollins
but security and Foley pull him back. Instead here are Enzo Amore
and Big Cass to interrupt and ask Jericho how they’re doing. Jericho
says they’re just fine but Enzo and Cass ARE ON THE LIST.

After Owens corrects Jericho’s spelling, Cass accuses Jericho of
being Santa Claus. Jericho: “Maybe I am Santa Claus! Maybe I’'ll come
down there and sit on your lap!” Cass points out that people sit on
Santa’s lap but Jericho said he was going to punch Cass in the face.
A fan poll makes Jericho even angrier but as it turns out, Foley
just made a match between these four.



Enzo Amore/Big Cass vs. Chris Jericho/Kevin Owens

Jericho and Enzo start us off but first we need to pause for the
scarf removal. An armdrag has Jericho so frustrated that he crawls
over for a hug from Owens. Kevin comes in and gets dropped by Cass
so it’s time to launch another human being over the top rope as a
projectile. Sidewalk slams have the Canadians in trouble but Jericho
sidesteps a charge to send Cass outside as we take a break.

Back with Enzo pounding on Jericho in the corner and getting two off
a high crossbody. Owens offers a quick distraction though and it'’s
time for the villains to take over. Thankfully that means Owens
doing Enzo’s dance across the apron because he knows how to mock a
crowd. Jericho and Owens take turns beating on Enzo with Owens
handling the trash talking (“THAT’'S THE LEAD SINGER OF FO0ZzY!").

Enzo blocks a superplex but dives into a dropkick, setting up Owens’
backsplash for two. Owens to the referee: “I'm the Universal
Champion!” Referee: “It was two!” Owens: “But he shouldn’t even be
out of NXT yet!” Enzo finally gets in a right hand to make the tag
off to Cass for the house cleaning. For some reason Jericho decides
to slap Cass, earning himself a boot to the face. The two of them
head outside and it’s Enzo hitting his middle rope DDT for two on
Owens. The powerbomb puts Amore away at 16:37.

Rating: C. Owens’ trash talking aside, this was just your standard
main event tag. Enzo and Cass are fine for this role and it’s
already more entertaining than seeing them talk about buying a
timeshare in Puerto Rico. They're still making sure to protect Cass
and it’s way too early to even think about a split so this is about
as good as it's going to get for them at the moment.

The show wraps up just after the match ends. Post show, Owens and
Jericho kept beating on Enzo until Sami Zayn came out for the save.
Posing ensued to close out the night.

Overall Rating: D+. This show suffered had the same problem as so
many others: burnout. The first half hour was a good, hard hitting
match, followed by an entertaining Tag Team Title match. Then it was
Stephanie treating Foley like a dog who tracked mud into her house
and a cruiserweight tag match that didn’t need to be on the show.

The main event was a nice pick up but they really need something to
fire the crowd up in the middle. Maybe a Sami Zayn match instead of
putting him on Superstars? At the end of the day, three hours is too



much on TV and it’s even worse when you’re watching it live. The
show has good stuff on it but that good stuff is dragged down by so
many other things, the biggest of which is just time itself. It
wasn’t a horrible show but you could tell when the debate came on
because the show just gave up.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part
I at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

New Column: The Real Clash
Of Champions

In case you were confused by what you’re going to see
Sunday.

http://www.wrestlingrumors.net/kbs-review-the-real-clash-of
-champions/
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Monday Night Raw —
September 19, 2016: It'’s
Like A Little League Movie

Monday Night Raw
Date: September 19, 2016
Location: FedEx Forum, Memphis, Tennessee

Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves, Byron Saxton

It’s the go home show for Clash of Champions as we now go two weeks
between single brand pay per views. The big stories coming into
tonight seem to be Mick Foley punishing Seth Rollins for interfering
in last week’s main event and the return of Rusev, who came back
last week to go after Roman Reigns. Let’s get to it.

Last Week on Raw, Kevin Owens beat Reigns to retain the title
despite interference by Rollins and thanks to help from Rusev.

Here’s Reigns to get things going but Stephanie McMahon cuts him
off, only to have Mick Foley cut her off. Stephanie: “FOLEY! FOLEY!
FOLEY!” Thank you Stephanie, though we didn’t need your input. Foley
apologizes for letting things get out of hands last week and makes
Rusev vs. Rollins for tonight. On the other hand, Reigns will be
getting a US Title shot against Rusev on Sunday. Stephanie: “And I
personally guarantee it will happen.” Reigns: “Thanks Stephanie.
That means so much coming from you.” I might have applauded that
line.

Foley goes into a discussion of Raw vs. Smackdown and says he’s out
of a job if they lose the ratings war. That means Kevin Owens vs.
Reigns again tonight. This brings out Owens to say he should be
getting ready for the title match on Sunday. Stephanie says tonight
is non-title but Foley makes it a cage match.

After a break, Stephanie and Foley are in the back when Rusev comes
up to plug Lana’s movie (Interrogation, with Edge) and Holy Foley.
Rusev leaves and Foley gets a call from Chris Jericho.
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Rusev vs. Seth Rollins

Non-title. Rusev starts in with his variety of kicks but gets
dropkicked out to the floor for his efforts. Rollins is sent back
first into the post and a hard whip sends him back first into the
buckle for good measure. Some right hands stagger Rusev as Rollins
looks so at home as a face. Unfortunately he’s not quite at home on
the top as Rusev slams him down with one arm to take us to a break.

Back with Seth fighting out of a waistlock and hitting a quick
enziguri for a breather. There’s the Sling Blade to keep Rusev in
trouble and Rollins muscles him over for a Falcon Arrow. Rusev comes
right back with a superkick to the shoulder (even Cole acknowledges
how off it was) for two of his own. Seth gets in the springboard
knee and a suicide dive. They fight up the aisle and that’s a double
countout at 11:52.

Rating: C+. Oh sweet goodness is Rollins perfect as a face. His size
makes him as natural of a good guy as you can get and I still don't
know why they brought him back as a heel other than to make sure
Reigns stayed a face. Well, as much of a face as Reigns ca be in the
fans’ eyes.

Post match they fight over to the announcers’ table where Seth
escapes a powerbomb and dives off the table to take Rusev out.

Dana Brooke yells at Foley about last week’s double pin. The
solution: ANOTHER FREAKING TRIPLE THREAT MATCH. Can you imagine if
there were this many last man standing matches or cage matches?
Almost every story has to wind up as a triple threat at some point

and it'’s getting really, really tiresome.

Videos on Cedric Alexander and Brian Kendrick, both of whom are

debuting as cruiserweights tonight.
Owens and Jericho have a list of grievances for Foley.

Braun Strowman vs. Sin Cara

Rematch from two weeks ago. Cara fires away right hands and kicks to
start until Strowman just runs him over like a monster. We hit an

early neck crank for a bit before Cara tries to speed things up,



only to have his moonsault caught in a powerslam for the pin at
1:54. What in the world was the point of the countout a few weeks
ago?

Bayley and Sasha Banks are ready to team together tonight but
they’ll fight on Sunday.

Charlotte/Dana Brooke vs. Bayley/Sasha Banks

Sasha rolls Dana up to start before it’s off to Bayley, who sends
Charlotte into the buckle and us to a break. Back with Bayley in
trouble as the heels take turns cranking on her arms. Bayley gets in
a back elbow and middle rope armdrag, allowing the tag to Sasha for
a double suplex. Charlotte is smart enough to go after the huge tape
around Sasha’s ribs. It’s back to Dana to send Sasha face first into
the mat a few times. A headscissors puts Charlotte down and the real
hot tag brings in Bayley. Dana saves the Bayley to Belly though and
it's a big boot from Charlotte for the pin on Bayley at 11:09.

Rating: C. Perfectly acceptable formula tag match here with the rib
injury giving it an easy story and Charlotte getting some momentum
heading into the title match after losing for weeks leading into the
title defense. It’s always fun to see the women having the same kind
of match you would expect from the men with the only exception being
their genders. The lack of PUPPIES chants probably helps a lot too.

Seth goes into Stephanie’s office. After a break, Rollins asks
Stephanie why she threw him away for Owens. Stephanie says she had
nothing to do with HHH (and since she’s apparently not asked her
husband about this once) but it was Seth who allowed the title to go
to her brother’s show. Maybe HHH was tired of Seth ruining HHH’s
reputation (which has a street value of about $14). Seth is going to
prove that the Authority put their money on the wrong horse.
Stephanie gets all serious (of course) and orders him to not
threaten her.

Bo Dallas vs. Gary Graham

Bo does more serious poetry about how only he can believe in

himself. It’'s another quick beatdown with knees and right hands as



the fans chant for the jobber. The Roll of the Dice ends Graham at
1:18.

Video on the Cruiserweight Classic final.

Cesaro vs. Sheamus

Match six in the best of seven series with Cesaro down 3-2 and let’s
get this over with. They slug it out to start and Cesaro flips out
of an early backdrop attempt. Sheamus sends him outside and we take
a break. Back with Cesaro hitting the uppercut train to knock

Sheamus over the barricade and next to some Memphis Grizzlies' feet.

Cesaro can’t do the apron superplex though and gets caught in White
Noise onto the apron. The Brogue Kick misses but Cesaro walks into
the Irish Curse for two. Sheamus grabs the Cloverleaf but gets small
packaged for two. A rollup with feet on the ropes gets the same on
Cesaro before he ducks the Brogue Kick and Neutralizes Sheamus for
the pin at 9:40.

Rating: C-. The same problems that have plagued this stupid series
for a month are still around here and I won’t bother going over them
again. This would have been a lot better if the last three or four
matches had a gimmick or something but the fact that we’re heading
to a seventh match and nothing has changed really isn’t interesting.

Foley makes the seventh match for Clash of Champions when Jericho
comes in. Jericho accuses him of never being a fan but Foley brings
up recommending him to Paul Heyman for ECW. Chris has his List of
Jericho (list of grievances), which now includes a bad fashion
sense. As you might expect, Foley brings up the scarf look. Jericho:
“This is very big in Luxemburg.” Foley: “Well it looks ridiculous,
right here, in Memphis, Tennessee.” Jericho: “Number six: Uses cheap
babyface pops.”

It’s time for Jericho’s list of grievances. First up: Foley is
trying to drive a wedge between Jericho and Owens. A fan yells at
him so Jericho adds “brace face in row twelve”. We get to the Sami
Zayn phone attack last week but here are Enzo and Cass to interrupt.

Cass lists off some great friendships, including Bevis and Butthead



and Ashton Kutcher and Danny Masterson.

Cue the Shining Stars to offer some time shares. This brings out the
New Day with Kofi saying they have a very good reason to be out
here. Big E.: “We have nothing better to do.” Woods promises to keep
the titles on Sunday so here are Anderson and Gallows to interrupt.
Jericho says everyone in the ring is on his stupid idiot list but
here’s Sami because we need a tenth guy for the huge tag match.

Shining Stars/Chris Jericho/Anderson and Gallows vs. Enzo and
Cass/Sami Zayn/New Day

We start after a break with Kofi spinning into a crossbody for two

on Jericho. It’s off to Sami vs. Epico before Big E. comes in for
his spanking abdominal stretch. Anderson comes in and catches Kofi
with a spinebuster as the bad guys take over. That lasts all of
thirty seconds before the hot tag brings in Big Cass to clean house.
The Empire Elbow gets two on Primo as everything breaks down. Sami
runs the corner for his tornado DDT and there’s a Helluva Kick to
Primo. The Bada Boom Shaka Lacka is enough for the pin on Primo at
5:24.

Rating: D+. This is as simple of a way as you’'re going to find to do
three matches in one on a show where Stephanie needs ten segments.
I'm assuming Enzo and Cass get their win back on Sunday’s pre-show
and that’s fine enough of a way to end such a nothing feud. Enzo and
Cass have to fight New Day sometime and they’'d be fine to take the
belts away, especially since New Day is less than three months away
from Demolition’s record.

We recap the opening segment.
Videos on Gran Metalik and Rich Swann.
Video on Eddie Guerrero in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month.

Here’s Foley to introduce the cruiserweights. After screwing up a
few of his lines, Foley talks about the Cruiserweight Classic and
introduces Rich Swann, Gran Metalik, Cedric Alexander and Brian
Kendrick. Foley makes the first match: a fatal fourway for the shot

at TJ Perkins’ Cruiserweight Title on Sunday.



Rich Swann vs. Gran Metalik vs. Cedric Alexander vs. Brian Kendrick

One fall to a finish. It’'s a brawl to start since there are no tags,
eventually leaving us with Kendrick and Alexander. Brian bails to
the floor but gets kicked in the face so Alexander sunset flips
Metalik for two. A springboard clothesline gets two more on Metalik
but Swann comes back in to kick Cedric in the back.

Swann and Alexander trade strikes and miss kicks until Cedric flips
out of a headscissors. A big flip dive takes Kendrick down and it'’s
only Metalik in the ring. You know what that means as Metalik dives
onto everyone, finally drawing a reaction from the crowd. Kendrick
breaks up Metalik’'s springboard and throws Swann and Alexander into
various objects. A few kicks to Swann’s leg take us to a break.

Back with Alexander breaking up Swann’s cover on Metalik but
Kendrick grabs a tornado DDT for two of his own on Metalik. Swann’s
jumping 450 looks to finish Alexander but Kendrick grabs his
Captain’s Hook (bully choke) on Cedric, only to have Metalik make
the save. A Lumbar Check drops Metalik and the Captain’s Hook makes
Alexander tap and sends Kendrick to the title shot at 15:04.

Rating: C-. Blame it on whomever you want but this fell apart
because of the time. This should have been about people flying all
over the place and keeping things moving. You know, like a
cruiserweight match. Instead it was your run of the mill WWE multi-
man match with WAY too much time and the fans just dying throughout.
The guys ran out of things to do and then had six or seven minutes
to go. Horrible booking decision here and odds are it’s more of the
same bickering between Kevin Dunn and HHH’s camps with Kevin trying
to shoot down whatever HHH sets up. Oh and the new champ doesn’t

even get a cameo? Really?
Nia Jax vs. Alicia Fox on the pre-show.

Kevin Owens vs. Roman Reigns

Non-title and inside a cage. Reigns slugs away to start but wants
nothing of going through the door. The champ gets beaten down in the

corner and a running clothesline makes it even worse. A ram into the



cage wall sets up a superkick for two on Roman and we take a break.
Back with Owens getting crotched on the top and getting crushed up
against the cage a few times.

Reigns’ clotheslines have Owens in trouble but he has to Superman
punch his way out of a Pop Up Powerbomb. The second attempt at the
powerbomb gets two for Owens and they go to the top rope for some
rams into the cage. Both guys are down and Reigns sprints up the
cage to get outside before Owens can go through the door for the win
at 13:17.

Rating: D+. Not only was it boring and not only was there no reason
for this to be a cage match but Reigns winning makes Owens’ big
problem even worse: he feels like someone who is just there while
Stephanie has her issues with Foley/Rollins/Smackdown or whatever
disease she’'s so passionate about that week. This should have been
Rusev coming out and costing Reigns the match and then doing the
beatdown that we all know is coming. But no, instead Reigns is the

big star and Owens is just another loser.

Post match, Rusev comes out and locks the door so he can put Reigns
in the Accolade. You know, because THERE’S NO WAY REIGNS COULD EVER
GET OVER A CAGE WALL. Rollins comes out and does the big dive off
the top (reminiscent of Rey Mysterio in the early days of the first
Brand Split), not even bothering to look at the door because THERE
ISN'T A ROOF ON THE CAGE. Everyone is down to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. It’'s just too long and I don’t know how many
other ways there are to say that. Whether it’s seeing Sheamus vs.
Cesaro week after week after week or the cruiserweights’ debut being
one of the biggest messes I’'ve seen in a long time or even more
Stephanie and Foley hijinks, these shows feel like they’re going on
for days instead of three hours. These shows are too long and the
matches and promos having to be stretched out to fill in the time

shows worse every week.

Then there’s the main feud as it feels like Stephanie’s latest promo
about her power struggle (which DOESN’'T EXIST) should end Sunday'’s
show instead of Owens vs. Rollins. It’'s like watching some kids



movie about rival Little League teams where the parents are more
into the fighting than the adults and that’s getting really, really
annoying.

Just let HHH come back and do the match with Rollins at Survivor
Series like they should, rather than stretching this ALL THE WAY TO
FREAKING WRESTLEMANIA BECAUSE HHH IS WORTHY OF THE BIG STAGE. That
main event and these stupid angles ticked me off tonight like they
haven’t in a long, long time and that’s not good for any show,

especially when they’re heading into a pay per view.

Results

Rusev vs. Seth Rollins went to a double countout

Braun Strowman b. Sin Cara — Powerslam

Charlotte/Dana Brooke b. Bayley/Sasha Banks — Big boot to Bayley
Cesaro b. Sheamus — Neutralizer

New Day/Enzo and Big Cass/Sami Zayn b. Shining Stars/Chris
Jericho/Anderson and Gallows — Bada Boom Shaka Lacka to Primo

Brian Kendrick b. Gran Metalik, Rich Swann and Cedric Alexander —

Captain’s Hook to Alexander

Roman Reigns b. Kevin Owens — Reign escaped the cage

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part
I at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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New Column: Do Something
Else

Taking a look at what feels like a never ending best of
seven series.

http://www.wrestlingrumors.net/kbs-review-do-something-else
/

Monday Night Raw —
September 5, 2016: A Labor
Of Boredom

Monday Night Raw
Date: September 5, 2016
Location: Sprint Center Arena, Kansas (City, Missouri

Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves, Byron Saxton

We're in the Kevin Owens Era but the questions remain focused on
HHH, who helped Owens win the title last week while also costing
Seth Rollins and Roman Reigns at the same time. This almost has to
set up a big match in the very near future though it’s really not
clear gets to fight whom. Let’s get to it.

The opening video looks at the last five minutes of Raw and focuses
on the big online reaction.

Earlier today Stephanie McMahon demanded a big celebration for
Owens. Mick Foley came up and looked really upset. Last week, HHH
made him look like a fool and Stephanie won’t talk to him about it.
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Stephanie gets all serious when Foley accuses her of knowing what
HHH was going to do. Stephanie: “Who do you think you’'re talking
to?” Oh here we go.

Foley actually cuts her off and tells a story about meeting
Stephanie just after he flew off the Cell in 1998 and thought she
was an innocent girl. Stephanie almost sounds vulnerable as she asks
how she can maintain a shred of dignity after what happened last
week. Mick believes her but gives a thinly veiled threat if this is
all a lie.

Opening sequence.

Mick and Stephanie are in the ring and welcome Owens (in a SUIT) as
the balloons fall and pyro goes off. Owens agrees that he does
deserve this before ripping into the fans for making it all about
themselves with the YOU DESERVE IT chants. He’s known that since the
day he set foot in this ring and doesn’t need the fans to tell him
that all over again. Last week he beat three superstars to win this
title and yeah he got a little nudge from HHH.

Owens had already done 98% of the work though so tonight it’s
officially the Kevin Owens Show. This brings out a ticked off
Rollins to say this isn’t about Owens. Instead he goes off on
Stephanie for letting him down last week. Owens says this isn’t
about Seth but Rollins keeps going on his rampage and says everyone
is in Stephanie’s pocket. Kevin has been HHH’s chosen one since the
day he debuted in NXT but Seth is here to burn the whole thing to
the ground.

Owens thinks Rollins has only been making plans for failures so Seth
punches him in the face. Stephanie suspends Seth indefinitely but
Foley immediately overturns it, drawing him one of the loudest pops
he’s gotten in years. Instead of suspending him, Foley gives Seth
(Foley to Seth: “I’ve never really liked you.”) the title match at
Clash of the Champions.

This was good stuff for the most part, assuming you can ignore HHH
helping Rollins last week not being brought up. Rollins seemingly
turning face (or at least starting it off) is a really good thing



and WAY overdue but it certainly seems to be a slower burn than a
full on version. Either way, Clash just got a lot better looking on
paper.

After a break, Stephanie and Foley are yelling at each other
(Stephanie’s third appearance in twenty three minutes) when Owens
comes up. Foley gives him a match against Sami Zayn, which draws in
Jericho. Chris gets in a hilarious line by calling Owens the longest
reigning Universal Champion in history. That earns him a match

against Rollins later.

Charlotte vs. Bayley

Non-title and Charlotte has given Dana a clipboard to take notes.
Bayley starts in on the arm and throws some Japanese armdrags, only
to have Charlotte send her face first into the buckle. That just
fires Bayley up and she sends Charlotte into the buckles a few times
instead. Charlotte heads outside and Bayley tries a dropkick under
the ropes (think Sami’s diving DDT) but leaves it way short, leaving
her to just kick Charlotte in the chest instead. Bayley is favoring

her knee as we go to a break.

Back with Charlotte holding the figure four neck lock and actually
getting two off a rollup. Charlotte slams the bad leg into the
corner and then wraps it around the leg. That sets up a half crab
and DDT on the knee but Bayley grabs a rollup to break the momentum.
Some limping ax handles to the chest have Charlotte in trouble but
Dana pulls Charlotte out of the way of an elbow. Somehow that’'s not
a DQ so Bayley kicks Charlotte into Dana and hits the Bayley to
Belly for the pin at 12:40.

Rating: C+. The important thing here is the time. This match worked
because it had some time to set up the leg injury and the ending
made sense (save for ANOTHER lack of a disqualification) due to the
extra focus it received. You can’t do anything important in a four
minute match and it helped so much to actually let this thing go
somewhere for a change. Good stuff and the PPV rematch is obvious.

Connor'’s Cure video for children’s cancer awareness month.



Charlotte yells at Dana, who promises to make up for it. That earns

her one heck of a slap in the face.

Bo Dallas vs. Kyle Roberts

Bo is all serious here despite holding up a BELIEVE IN BO sign
(please don’t let this be ANOTHER political themed character) He
takes Roberts down and hammers away before snapping off some knees
to the face. A Roll of the Dice (as Cole described it) puts Roberts
away in 38 seconds.

Owens and Jericho fire each other up.

Chris Jericho vs. Seth Rollins

Rollins starts fast with a dropkick and sends Jericho outside for a
suicide dive. Oh yeah he’s wrestling like a face. Back in and
Jericho slaps him a few times as the fans aren’t sure who to cheer
for. Jericho sends him face first into the buckle and we take a
break. Back with Rollins hammering away and getting two off the
Sling Blade. A Blockbuster gets the same and Rollins might as well
have a big sign saying YEP I'M A FACE NOW around his neck.

Rollins dropkicks him out of the air but gets caught in the Walls.
That goes as far as you would expect and Rollins’ low superkick gets
two. Rollins gets caught on top but still shoves Jericho off, only
to miss the frog splash. The Lionsault gets a close two as this is
really picking up. The Codebreaker is broken up and a Pedigree puts
Jericho away at 13:47.

Rating: B. Anyone who has watched Rollins for years now has known he
would be an awesome face and that'’s certainly what you got here.
Rollins looked great out there and he’s just so easy to cheer with
this offense. I don’t think he gets the title back at Clash but it's

going to be fun watching him in this new role.

Cesaro vs. Sheamus

Match #3 in the series with Cesaro down 2-0 and coming in with a bad
shoulder/back. Cesaro grabs some rollups for early near falls but a
backdrop has him in trouble. Sheamus sends the back into the apron

and drives in some knees. The Cloverleaf is blocked but Sheamus



grabs four straight Irish Curses for a near fall. With that not
working, Sheamus lifts him up for the Celtic Cross but drops it down
into a backbreaker. The Brogue Kick makes it 3-0 to Sheamus at 4:06.

Rating: C. Well that happened and I really don’t care. Thank
goodness the fourth match is at a house show on Wednesday so I don’t
have to put up with seeing them again that many times. The back
injury is fine but my goodness I’'ve seen enough of these matches for
my lifetime. It really feels like a way to give the writers a month
off and that gets old in a hurry.

Shining Stars vs. Enzo Amore/Big Cass

Before the match, Enzo thinks he’s in labor so Cass, who has watched
a lot of ER, performs Lamaze with HOW YOU DOING replacing the “hoo

n

hoo” part. Enzo and Cass take over to start and it’'s off to a quick
break. Back with Enzo in trouble but avoiding a Primo charge and
making the hot tag off to Cass. The Bada Boom Shaka Lacka is broken
up and Epico rolls Enzo up with a handful of trunks at 7:05. Too
much was in the break to rate but I'd again like to point out that

NO ONE CARES ABOUT THE SHINING STARS.

Sami Zayn says his career has been stuck in place since he beat
Owens, who is now the Universal Champion. Owens comes in and laughs
at the idea that Sami is chasing him now. The race will never be
over and Sami says he’ll win the title on his own, without HHH
handing it to him on a silver platter.

Nia Jax vs. Ann Esposito

Apparently Ann is friends Alicia Fox. Nia throws her around to start
but gets caught in a sleeper to actually put her in trouble. That

earns Ann a ram into the corner and a throw to the mat, followed by
three straight Umaga attacks in the corner. A fireman’s carry into a

powerslam (with a pause before the powerslam) ends Ann at 1:38.

It’s time for Anderson and Gallows to not be funny. Now they’re
retirement specialists who have already gotten rid of the Dudley
Boyz, so now let’'s welcome the OLD DAY. Cue some New Day

impersonators (one on a motorized scooter, one on a walker and one



on a cane) to a slow motion version of their theme. The crowd is
just silent for this as the 0ld Day says everything changed for them
at Clash of Champions. We get every old person joke you can imagine,
including Big E.’'s hips going out as he does the swivel.

Cue the real New Day to ask which X-Man is their favorite. For some
reason it’s Cyclops....which isn’t all that funny. Kofi thinks
there’s a paradox taking place here and if the New Day comes into
contact with the 0ld Day, the WWE Universe will explode. Anderson
and Gallows bail and dancing ensues, only to have 0ld Day’s sneak
attack completely fail. The old guys are beaten down to finally wrap
this up. This went on WAY too long and it just wasn’t very funny.

We look back at the opening sequence.

Darren Young vs. Jinder Mahal

Titus 0’'Neil is on commentary for reasons of pure torture. Darren
gets an early two off a swinging neckbreaker but has to fight out of
a chinlock. Titus goes out to ringside as Darren hits the Gut Check
for the pin at 2:15.

Darren and Titus fight again after the match.

Alicia Fox checks on her injured friend when Nia Jax, who just
happened to be there, shows up and laughs. Total Divas is mentioned
and Fox yells a lot while throwing things. Nia just leaves as she
goes nuts.

Braun Strowman vs. Sin Cara

Well it'’s better than jobber after jobber. Cara is fighting due to
Braun ripping off the luchador’s mask last week. A dropkick sends
Braun into the corner but he explodes out with a shoulder. We hit
the neck crank and nerve hold for a bit before Braun sends him
outside. Cara is tossed into the steps but comes back with a
dropkick, only to be whipped into the barricade for the countout at
2:11. Are we really going to have to watch this again next week?
Really?

Strowman beats Cara up even worse post match.

Here’'s Sasha Banks for an announcement. She talks about how every



story has an ending before talking about the Divas Revolution. Back
in July 2015, Stephanie McMahon (oh yeah) introduced the Divas
Revolution and it was a new era without bra and panties matches
(which there hadn’t been in YEARS) and no more butterfly title (not
for about nine months actually).

This revolution was about every little girl and every person who has
been told they’'re not enough. She used to collect soda cans to try
to save up enough money to come to a WWE event. Sasha starts crying
as she talks about being injured at Summerslam and she has an update
on her condition. Cue Dana Brooke to say she’s going to use Sasha’s
broken body to finish what Charlotte started at Summerslam. Dana
goes after Sasha but gets caught in a Bank Statement. The bad news
was for Charlotte, who will be facing Sasha at Clash of Champions.

Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens

Non-title. They start slugging it out at the bell and it’'s quickly
outside with Sami going shoulder first into the barricade. Sami does
his moonsault off the barricade (and kicks Owens square in the face)
as we take a break. Back with Sami fighting out of a chinlock and
sending Owens to the floor for back to back flip dives.

The Blue Thunder Bomb gets two but Owens rolls to the apron before
the Helluva Kick. A Stunner over the ropes has Sami in trouble but
the half and half suplex gets two on the champ. Sami climbs the
ropes but lands on a bad ankle. Owens can’t hit the apron powerbomb
so Sami grabs another half and half to drop Kevin on his head. Back
in and the ankle gives out again, setting up the Pop Up Powerbomb

for the pin on Sami at 13:05.

Rating: B-. This was their usual good match but you knew Owens
wasn’t going to lose his first match as the champion. Sami will
probably get his title match at some point in the future and that'’s
going to be one heck of a rollercoaster when they finally get there.
Good stuff here though but this show is way past saving.

Post match here’s Roman Reigns to a LOUD chorus of booing. Chris
Jericho comes out to have Owens’ back but Foley prevents the

violence. Next week it’s Roman vs. Owens and if Reigns wins, it’s a



triple threat at Clash of the Champions. They had that same booking
idea recently on Smackdown and it’'s still overdone here. Reigns
spears Jericho to let off some steam and end the show.

Overall Rating: D. This show hit a wall in the middle and it just
never recovered. That being said, it’s not like they had that much
good going on in the first place. I liked the opening sequence and
there was some good wrestling in the middle but pretty much
everything from Cesaro vs. Sheamus until the main event was just
death. Then again this is a holiday show and no one is going to
watch it but it gets really tiring watching a badly bloated show
with so little effort from the creative side of things.

Results

Bayley b. Charlotte — Bayley to Belly

Bo Dallas b. Kyle Roberts — Roll of the Dice
Seth Rollins b. Chris Jericho — Pedigree
Sheamus b. Cesaro — Brogue Kick

Shining Stars b. Enzo Amore/Big Cass — Rollup with a handful of

trunks

Nia Jax b. Ann Esposito — Powerslam
Darren Young b. Jinder Mahal — Gut Check
Braun Strowman b. Sin Cara via countout

Kevin Owens b. Sami Zayn — Pop Up Powerbomb

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Summerslam Count-Up - 2015
(2016 Redo): The
Forgettable Phase

Summerslam 2015

Date: August 23, 2015

Location: Barclays Center, New York City, New York

Attendance: 15,702

Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Jerry Lawler

This show was only a year ago and I barely remember anything about
it save for the two main events. It really is amazing that these
shows have just stopped standing out aside from Wrestlemania.
Unfortunately we’re at the point where Summerslam is now a regular
four hour show because three hours of pay per view plus five hours
of TV a week and a two hour NXT show the night before this just
isn’t enough. Let’s get to it.

Thankfully there was no pre-show match so we can get straight to the
regular show. When you have three hours and forty four minutes on
pay per view, you really don’'t need an eight minute warmup match.

Here’s host Jon Stewart to open things up. Stewart hypes up the
crowd and says it’'s nice to be back in reality after spending
sixteen years talking about politics. The WWE superstars respects
their audience and they’re all ready to thrill this crowd. Jon lists
off some names appearing on the show and of course Reigns and Cena
are loudly booed. He's not over the Streak being broken yet and is
here to talk to Brock face to face about defeating the Undertaker.

Stewart isn’t crazy though and has brought some backup in the form
of Mick Foley. Mick comes out and reminds Stewart that he only has
one ear and thought Jon said he wanted to talk to ROCK. Stewart:
“Are you telling me that the great Mick Foley is afraid of Brock
Lesnar?” Foley: “Jon that's exactly what I'm telling you!”

Stewart brings up the Cell match against Undertaker and calls it
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inspirational. Foley agrees that it was inspirational but also
reminds Jon that IT WAS SEVENTEEN YEARS AGO. Mick has never been to
Suplex City and he’s not starting tonight so he’s out of here.
Stewart says on with the show to end this moderately funny bit.
Above all else though, Stewart is clearly a huge fan and that helps
so much in something like this. It felt like he’s here because it’s
something he’s always wanted to do instead of just something he’s
doing to promote a movie or whatever.

Opening video focuses on New York City (of course) and then goes
into the main events.

I forgot how annoying that “We Cool For The Summer” song can be.

Randy Orton vs. Sheamus

This is fallout from Sheamus attacking Orton when Orton had the WWE
World Title won, leading to a failed Money in the Bank cash-in
attempt by the pale one. Cole: “Speaking of Money in the Bank, Randy
Orton has had a great career right here at Summerslam.” Eventually
he gets around to tying that together by saying Orton cashed in his
briefcase two years ago but that’s not the best statement to start
out with.

The fans tell Sheamus that he looks stupid and he has to bail from a
very early RKO attempt. Actually Sheamus grabs the mic and gets on
the announcers’ table to say the fans look stupid, not him. Orton is
willing to fight on the floor but Sheamus takes him down with a
clothesline. Sheamus actually hits a top rope knee drop for a rare
sight. The slow beating continues with Sheamus stopping to adjust
the mohawk.

A chinlock doesn’t last long so Sheamus takes him right back down
and puts on another chinlock. Randy finally comes back with a
clothesline and the backbreaker, followed by a suplex over the top
and out to the floor. Back in and Sheamus gets two off a powerslam
to set up a modified Cloverleaf. That's escaped as well (because
other than Chris Jericho, heels can’t win with submissions) and
Orton hits the elevated DDT.

Sheamus gets the ten forearms to the chest but slingshots right into
the RKO. Orton has to throw him back inside though and that means
it's time for the Punt. Yeah don’t even bother at this point as I
don’t think anyone buys it as a real threat. Instead White Noise
gets two, followed by back to back Brogue Kicks for the pin on Orton



at 12:24.

Rating: C+. This was a longer version of a Raw match with a
surprisingly clean ending. You kind of expect Sheamus to lose here
but Orton losing instead was a nice change of pace. The problem is
these two really don’t have a ton of chemistry and they were just
kind of trading moves until the finish.

Some fans won a contest from Draftkings.

Tag Team Titles: New Day vs. Lucha Dragons vs. Los Matadores vs.
Prime Time Plavers

One fall to a finish. For reasons I don’t want to know, the Prime
Time Players are defending. New Day, still heels, offer to explain
hip hop to the Brooklyn fans. We immediately get the New Age Outlaws
strategy with Big E. trying to pin Kofi but only getting two.
Instead it’s Kofi headlocking Cara down before Sin monkey flips his
partner onto Kofi for two.

That means it’s time for Big E. who takes a Tajiri handspring into
an enziguri. Young comes in to face Cara and things get WAY faster
with neither guy being able to get anywhere before it’s a stalemate.
Darren reaches over to get Kofi and gets a splash on the back from
Big E. Los Matadores steal the advantage and hit a slingshot hilo
for two on Darren. The yet to be named Unicorn Stampede gives New
Day control again as Woods lists off their favorite breakfast foods.
You can see the cereal schtick coming from here.

Kofi chinlocks Young for a bit before Big E. grabs a dancing
abdominal stretch. Big E. hits a clothesline and Woods loses his
mind shouting about tricep meat. Woods: “YOU CAN'T EVEN GET A
HAMBURGER IN WWE BECAUSE BIG E. HAS THE MARKET CORNERED ON TRICEP
MEAT!!!” Darren finally knocks Kofi away and makes the hot tag off
to Titus for the house cleaning.

Everything breaks down and the masked men start with all their
dives. El Torito’s double springboard dive is caught in midair by
Woods (Torito really is small) so Young belly to back suplexes
Xavier on the apron, only to have Big E. hit his spear through the
ropes. He’s going to kill himself with that one day. Back in and
Titus powerbombs the Dragons in the Tower of Doom, followed by the
Clash of the Titus to Fernando. That brings Kofi back in to kick
Titus in the face though and Big E. steals the pin on Fernando to
get the titles back at 11:20.



Rating: B-. This started slowly with the normal problem of too many
bodies at once but as usual it went away once they started tagging.
The problem continues to be how weak the division is though as you
have three middling teams and then the awesome New Day who was just
begging to turn face at this point. It was clearly their time and
there was no other option than to put the titles back on them here.
Somehow they still hold the belts heading into the following
Summerslam which just doesn’t happen these days.

New Day goes INSANE celebrating with Big E.’s hips defying gravity
and Kofi bouncing around the match on his back.

Jon Stewart brags to Neville and Stephen Amell (celebrity here for a
match) about being friends with Undertaker. The lights go out and
Undertaker (or someone who looks a lot like him) walks past. The
bragging quickly ends.

We recap Rusev vs. Dolph Ziggler. Rusev threw Lana out so she hooked
up with Ziggler while Rusev hooked up with Summer Rae. This led to
several blonde catfights but tonight it’s the guys fighting alone.

Rusev vs. Dolph Ziggler

Ziggler goes right after him to start but misses a charge to go face
first into the buckle. The Russian/Bulgarian (whatever he is this
week) stomps away and we hit an early bearhug. The fans cheer for
Lana as Ziggler is planted with a spinout Rock Bottom. Rusev’s
gorilla press (in case you thought Dolph was doing it) is countered
into a DDT and it’s time for the running clotheslines required for
all face comebacks.

For some reason Rusev goes up top with Ziggler faceplanting him down
for two more. A sunset flip gives Dolph two and he grabs the sleeper
but Rusev uses the powers of THIS ISN’'T 1982 to escape. Dolph joins
the twentieth century with a Fameasser for a near fall but walks
into the jumping superkick to the arm. The Accolade goes on but Lana
slaps Summer to distract Rusev into breaking the hold. The guys join
them on the floor as Lana gets the loudest chant of the night. Rusev
gets superkicked onto the announcers’ table and it’s a double
countout at 11:49.

Rating: C. This was an extended Raw match with a non-finish. Lana
definitely came off as the biggest star here, which is why they

dropped her face push because of a wrist injury and TMZ reporting
that she and Rusev were engaged. Naturally WWE had ABSOLUTELY NO



CHOICE but to acknowledge this on Raw and punish her as a result.
I'm in the small group that likes this story though some of that is
due to Lana in her outfits.

Another catfight ensues.

We recap Stephen Amell/Neville vs. Stardust/King Barrett. Neville
and Stardust had been doing a comic book inspired feud between a
hero and a villain. One night Stardust shoved Amell (the star of the
Green Arrow TV show) and a tag match was made with Barrett joining
in due to having nothing else to do.

Stephen Amell/Neville vs. Stardust/King Barrett

Stephen comes out in his Arrow hood but wrestles in regular black
shorts. Barrett gets hit in the face to start so Stardust comes in
to face Neville instead. Stardust wants Amell though and Stephen
gets a pretty good pop as he flips over the top to come in. A shove
sends Stephen down so he nips up and knocks Stardust up against the
ropes for a surprise. It’'s off to Barrett who easily takes over on
Amell. As odd as it is to see the celebrity getting beaten up,
Neville has to be the one coming in to clean house when we get to
the hot tag.

Amell finally gets in an enziguri and dives over for the tag to
Neville. The rapid fire kicks set up the middle rope Phoenix Splash
on Barrett but Stardust makes the save. The villains are sent to the
floor and Stephen dives off the top onto both of them for the big
spot of the match. Back in and the Red Arrow finishes Barrett at
7:34.

Rating: C+. Of course that’'s on a sliding scale as Amell has no idea
what he’s doing here and was just doing whatever he could. It'’s not
exactly a huge star out there but it fit the story well enough.
Unfortunately Barrett takes the fall here, despite Stardust being
the main bad guy in the whole thing.

Look at WWE taking over Brooklyn.

Intercontinental Title: Ryback vs. The Miz vs. Big Show

Ryback is defending and the other two have both taken shots at the
title. Miz takes sanctuary on the floor but comes back in to try a
double suplex on Big Show. Yeah I think you know what’s coming
there, especially when you notice that Show would have broken his
back on the turnbuckle if they had suplexed him from there.



They really need to find a way to stop telegraphing that kind of
thing. Show actually hits a middle rope swanton (well forward roll)
onto Ryback before chopping Miz in the corner. Ryback takes out
Show’s knee and plants Miz with a powerslam for two. That's enough
being on defense for Show as he chokeslams Ryback onto Miz but the
KO Punch is countered with a spinebuster. It was a bit sloppy but
what can you expect when it’s to someone Big Show'’s size?

The Shell Shock plants Show but Miz runs in with the Skull Crushing
Finale for two on the champ. Miz covers both of them twice each but
it only serves to tick Ryback out. Shell Shock is broken up with the
KO and Miz makes ANOTHER save. Another KO drops Miz but Ryback
clotheslines Show to the floor and steals the pin on Miz to retain
at 5:34. Cole: “CLASSIC TRIPLE THREAT MATCH!” Oh shut up.

Rating: C+. This was just a Raw match but they kept things moving
well enough that I was entertained throughout. It wasn’t anything we
haven’t seen before but I liked Ryback copying Miz'’'s strategy to
keep the title. Ryback was getting somewhere with the title and
could have been something special if they hadn’'t dropped him yet
again. It’s no wonder he left less than a year later.

Jon Stewart goes to see Brock but gets cut off by Heyman. Stewart
says wrestling fans were disappointed in the Streak ending and no
one remembers the person who broke perfection. Heyman is probably
happy to see the fans all crushed and destroyed like that because he
likes giving coal to kids on Christmas morning. Paul sings about the
glory of Lesnar in response. I'm with Heyman here. The Streak was
amazing and will never be duplicated but it’s ridiculous to say it
can never be broken no matter what because fans would be sad.
Sometimes evil wins and there’s nothing that can be done about it.

Wyatt Family vs. Roman Reigns/Dean Ambrose

Harper and Wyatt here. Bray targeted Reigns earlier in the summer
and Roman was tired of getting beaten up so he got some help. It's
almost weird to see Reigns coming through the crowd instead of the
entrance. Cole flat out says the feud isn’t ending tonight because
it’s going to go on and on. Ambrose bulldogs Harper to start so Bray
comes in, only to get punched in the mouth.

A suicide dive takes Bray down again and it’'s already a wild brawl.
Reigns dives over Ambrose to clothesline Harper in a cool spot
before Ambrose runs all three tables to take out Bray as well.



Things settle down with the Shield guys taking turns on Harper.
Dean’s top rope elbow gets two but a Bray distraction lets Harper
get a shot in. Roman goes after him but Harper suicide dives onto
Roman, only to have Dean take them both out with another dive.

Harper kicks Dean in the face and Bray drops the backsplash to
really take over for the first time. Bray gets creative with a
suplex through the ropes to the floor. Back to Harper for something
like a Crossface as Reigns is STILL down on the floor a good three
and a half minutes after that beatdown. The referee stops to look at
something in the corner as a ROMAN’'S SLEEPING chant starts up.

Dean finally hits the rebound lariat as Reigns gets back on the
apron for the hot tag. Him being down on the floor that long really
didn’t mean anything but it’s not something that looks good,
especially given some of the stuff Reigns has been laughed at
before. A superkick and Batista Bomb plant Reigns but Bray spends
too much time going up and gets Superman Punched. Dean plays Hawk in
a Doomsday Device and the DoubleBomb plants Harper. Dirty Deeds and
a spear put Bray down at 10:56.

Rating: B. That should wake the crowd up a bit. Other than Reigns’
latest nap, this was a good old fashioned fight with both teams
looking awesome throughout. That being said, I'm so glad the feud is
going to keep going after Reigns just pinned Bray. It should be the
blowoff but why blow it off when you can just keep going with even
more matches?

We recap John Cena vs. Seth Rollins in a title for title match with
Cena narrating a video about how tough New Yorkers are. The video 1is
a cool look at all the venues in and around New York City as it’s
almost always about Madison Square Garden. A few weeks ago Rollins
broke Cena’s nose in a NASTY looking injury so Cena is after revenge
and to end Rollins’ joke (Cena’s description) of a title reign. He's
right to be fair as Rollins basically bowed down to HHH as often as
he could and was getting squashed by Brock the previous month to
make him look like a loser.

WWE World Title/US Title: Seth Rollins vs. John Cena

Winner take all. The JOHN CENA SUCKS song is out in full swing here
as the people just do not like Cena. Rollins comes out in white,
albeit with lines painted on that makes it look like a Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtle shell. The fans are all over Cena again and it’s




Rollins hitting a dropkick to take over and giving Cena You Can’t
See Me. Oh yeah he’s the face in this match and everyone knows it.
Cena grabs a belly to belly and we hit the chinlock less than two
minutes in.

Rollins comes right back by sending Cena to the floor for back to
back suicide dives and a big flip dive over the top. Back in and
Cena’s finishing sequence is broken up with a headlock takeover but
the second ProtoBomb works a bit better. Rollins is still able to
break up the Shuffle but Cena comes back with a HORRIBLE springboard
Stunner, basically making it look like he was reaching for Seth’s
wrist instead of the neck. I think he retired it after this show and
you can’'t blame him after how bad that looked. Rollins comes back
with double knees to the chest and a standing shooting star for two.

Cena is sat on top and then tied into the Tree of Woe for Alberto
Del Rio’'s top rope double stomp (which Seth makes look much better)
for another near fall. Back up and the first AA connects for two and
we’'re not even nine minutes into the match. You think they might be
trying a bit too hard?

They do the big slugout until Cena catapults him into the corner to
set up a faceplant for another near fall. They’'re certainly doing
some different stuff tonight and it helps a lot. What doesn’t help
is the announcers acting like this is the main event of Wrestlemania
and that it’s been going on for half an hour instead of ten minutes.
That’s not even a Raw main event yet.

Seth is right back in it by breaking up a super AA attempt and
hitting a great looking frog splash. Rollins rolls through a
crossbody and hits his own AA to an even bigger face pop. Back up
and Rollins misses the Phoenix Splash, only to flip out of the AA.
The Pedigree doesn’t work either and it’s Cena grabbing a Figure
Four because RIC FLAIR.

Rollins reverses but Cena makes the ropes and goes up top with
Rollins running the ropes for a superplex into the falcon’'s arrow
for a near fall. That really should be the finish but of course it’s
only good for two. Another Phoenix Splash misses and Cena grabs
another AA but the referee gets bumped. With Cena demanding another
ref, Rollins hits the jumping knee to the face and here’s Jon
Stewart with a chair. Both guys get up and Stewart gives Cena a shot
to the ribs, setting up a Pedigree on the chair to give Rollins the



US Title at 19:25.

Rating: B+. This was on the way to being a classic but the Stewart
ending was a bad choice when Rollins and Stewart had been feuding
for months. The explanation was that Jon didn’t want Cena to tie
Flair’s record because IT'S RIC FLAIR! I'm fine with Cena not
getting the title back as him wanting the US Title back made it seem
all the more important. Unfortunately it also made the WWE World
Title look horrible because Rollins had to lose to drop that title.
But hey, Jon Stewart right?

WWE Network ad.

Pre-show panel chat and they have to talk over a THANK YOU STEWART
chant.

We recap the Divas Revolution which means STEPHANIE TIME! For anyone
who doesn’t get my obsessive hatred of almost all things Stephanie,
this was my breaking point. For weeks, Paige had dealt with the
Bellas and their numbers advantage with the idea being she would
need help. Say, with the arrival of some friends from NXT?

Well that’s what happened, but only because Stephanie came out and
announced they (as in Charlotte, Sasha Banks and Becky Lynch) were
here. For some reason Stephanie put them into three women teams and
a feud was started “for superiority”. Yeah superiority instead of
the story they had spent months building up. But whatever. Story
telling isn’t what'’s important. It’s all about putting Stephanie,
that pioneer of women’s wrestling, in the story so she gets credit
for the (very) cool moment.

Team B.A.D. vs. Team Bella vs. Team PCB

B.A.D. — Sasha Banks, Naomi, Tamina Snuka
Bella — Nikki Bella, Brie Bella, Alicia Fox
PCB — Paige, Charlotte, Becky Lynch

This is under elimination rules, meaning the a single fall
eliminates an entire team, making the match far less interesting
from the start. Brie and Becky start things off as we hear about the
history of Summerslam being in the New York area. Becky is sent into
the ropes for a running knee to the face (with Brie shouting TEAM
BELLA instead of BRIE MODE, which may or may not be worse) but
Tamina tags herself in to superkick Becky in the jaw.



Sasha comes in to a very nice reaction...and she’s back out in less
than five seconds. It’s Naomi coming in despite almost no one caring
about her whatsoever. The fans want Sasha so she’s back in, gets
rolled up for two, and is back out in about thirty seconds. They
head outside with Charlotte saving Sasha with a spear to Tamina,
only to have Naomi and Sasha hit (well less so in Sasha’s case) flip
dives.

The Bellas hit suicide dives, which Cole incorrectly calls something
new. Paige and Alicia fight on the top until Paige knocks her off
and dives onto everyone at once. Back in and Brie hits a super
facebuster on Tamina for the elimination, taking a lot of the life
away from the crowd who wanted to see Sasha. That's being pretty
greedy though as Sasha was in the match for at least 50 seconds.

Nikki hits a quick Rack Attack on Becky for no cover as Paige and
Charlotte drag their partner back to the corner. A fall away slam
sends Nikki to the floor but she Paige takes too long following her
out, meaning it’'s an Alabama Slam on the outside. Back in and a
double flapjack plants Paige, setting up a Brie chinlock. The YES
Kicks are countered into a rollup for two but Fox comes back in to
work on a double arm crank.

Now the fans will settle for Charlotte as Paige gets double suplexed
for two. A running knee to Fox finally allows the hot tag to
Charlotte as the crowd FINALLY wakes up a bit. Everything breaks
down with Nikki having to save Alicia from the Figure Eight. A
double big boot drops Charlotte and Fox so it’s off to Becky vs.
Brie but BRIE MODE misses, setting up a pumphandle suplex to pin
Brie at 15:17.

Rating: C. Well that happened. It didn’t revolutionize anything, it
didn’t change anything, it didn’t accomplish anything and it annoyed
the fans when Sasha was eliminated in about five minutes. But hey,
Stephanie got a focus in the pre-match video and Nikki gets a step
closer to vanquishing AJ from the pages of the WWE record books.
That’s all that matters right?

Cesaro vs. Kevin Owens

This started over the two of them wanting to face Cena for the US
Title. Owens is coming in after a brutal ladder match last night at
Takeover: Brooklyn. They slug it out to start with Owens sending him
to the floor for a flip dive. Owens spends too much time jawing at



Cole though and it’s Cesaro running back inside for a corkscrew
plancha of his own. The Uppercut Train takes too long though and
Cesaro is sent into the barricade to set up a cannonball.

The backsplash gets two inside and we hit the chinlock on Cesaro. A
torture rack neckbreaker gives Owens two more and it’'s time for a
second chinlock. The powers of the OLE chants bring Cesaro back to
life though and he knocks Owens into the corner to set up that weird
modified Angle Slam for two. Cesaro’s gutwrench superplex gets two
but Owens throws him down a few seconds later, only to miss a double
springboard moonsault.

A superkick gets Owens out of trouble but the springboard corkscrew
uppercut drops him again. The Swing sets up Cesaro’s Sharpshooter
with Owens only a few feet from the ropes for the quick break. Both
guys go up for something but Cesaro gets crotched and superplexed to
set up the Pop Up Powerbomb for the pin at 14:17.

Rating: B. You knew this was going to be good with these two on this
stage. They kind of had to give Owens the win here after he lost in
his NXT farewell last night but it’s still not good to have Cesaro
lose here either. That’s the problem with the way they book their
midcarders: they’re bounced around so much with wins and losses all
over the place that a loss on a big stage really cripples them all
over again. At least the match was good.

We recap Brock Lesnar vs. Undertaker. Of course Brock broke the
Streak at Wrestlemania XXX and Undertaker disappeared for a long
time. Then Undertaker returned at Battleground 2015 to cost Lesnar
the WWE World Title to set up this match. They actually billed this
as being too big for Wrestlemania which was a good line, though I'm
not sure how many people actually believed it.

Brock Lesnar vs. Undertaker

Lesnar is actually smart enough to attack at the bell and I can’t
believe no one else has ever thought of that before. Undertaker
comes back with a boot to the face and Brock is sent outside as it'’s
time for the brawl to begin. The bell rings and Brock double legs
him down, only to have Undertaker hit him in the face to take over.
The dueling UNDERTAKER/SUPLEX CITY chants start up and 0Old School is
countered into an F5 but Undertaker slips off the shoulders.

It’s Suplex City time though, or at least it would be until
Undertaker sends him face first into the middle turnbuckle. A big



boot puts Brock on the floor and draws some blood from his forehead.
Back in and the chokeslam is countered with another German suplex so
Brock cracks a smile. They head outside again and there’s an F5 to
send Undertaker through the table.

Somewhere in there Brock got busted open much worse and stands in
the ring with another smile on his face. Undertaker slowly crawls
back in with Brock telling Undertaker that he’s going to kill him.
Undertaker: “YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE TO!” That earns Brock a chokeslam
(and a great selling job) and a Tombstone for a close two. Both guys
are down until Brock sits up and laughs.

Undertaker does the situp and mocks Lesnar’s laughing so, while
still on the mat, they just PUNCH EACH OTHER IN THE FACE OVER AND
OVER. Brock gets the better of it and takes him into the corner for
the Kimura on the second rope. Of course that’s not a DQ or even a
count from the referee because that’s not what the story calls for,
meaning Undertaker has to Last Ride him out for two.

The second F5 gets two and the second gets the same as I continue to
hate how much WWE lets people kick out of finishers. I know it'’s a
big match but at what point does a finisher become just another move
that someone uses? Both guys are spent but Undertaker pulls him into
the Hell’s Gate. That's reversed into the Kimura and the bell rings
for the big surprise submission. Not so fast though as the referee
waves it off, allowing Undertaker to hit Lesnar low and put on the
Hell’'s Gate again. Lesnar flips Undertaker off and passes out for
the submission/knockout at 17:10.

Rating: B+. That ending (which we’ll come back to in a minute)
brings down an otherwise great old school power brawl. Undertaker
teasing a heel turn to get the big win is a big stretch as he
reached bulletproof legend status well over ten years ago. I get the
story they’re going for and it’s not bad, but the low blow wasn’t
really necessary here.

The important thing here though was Undertaker hurt Brock. You can
have Lesnar be the Beast and maul people but at some point someone
has to be able to hurt him or there’s no point in bringing him out.
Look at what he did to Ambrose at Wrestlemania XXXII or Rollins at
Battleground 2015. It stops being entertaining and starts being the
Brock Lesnar Show, which doesn’t do anyone any good but him. This
was different though, and that’s a good thing.



We get a replay oh yes Undertaker does tap out. So yeah, it’'s a
screwy ending for the sake of setting up a rematch, just like in the
other main event. That'’s not a bright idea at any show, especially
the second biggest of the year. Heyman declares Brock the winner via
submission to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. This is a really strong show with nothing bad and
a bunch of good matches but the top two are ruined by the horrible
booking choices. Above all else though, this show was ruined by the
length. This show runs nearly three and three quarter hours with a
lot of stuff that could have been cut.

I mean, was anyone needing Rusev and Ziggler to go ten minutes or a
sixteen minute Divas three way? It’'s a good example of a show that
could have been trimmed quite a bit for its own good, which
unfortunately is a recurring trend these days. This was a very good
show otherwise but it’s not exactly memorable and that hurts it a
bit.

Ratings Comparison

Sheamus vs. Randy Orton

Original: C-

Redo: C+

Prime Time Players vs. New Day vs. Los Matadores vs. Lucha Dragons
Original: B-

Redo: B-

Rusev vs. Dolph Ziggler

Original: C

Redo: C

Stephen Amell/Neville vs. King Barrett/Stardust
Original: B+

Redo: C+

The Miz vs. Big Show vs. Ryback

Original: C-

Redo: C+

Roman Reigns/Dean Ambrose vs. Wyatt Family

Original: C+



Redo: B

John Cena vs. Seth Rollins
Original: B+

Redo: B+

Team Bella vs. Team PCB vs. Team B.A.D.
Original: C-

Redo: C

Kevin Owens vs. Cesaro
Original: B-

Redo: B

Undertaker vs. Brock Lesnar
Original: B+

Redo: B+

Overall Rating

Original: B-

Redo: B

That original overall rating is probably a bit high as I liked
almost everything more the second time around. Being able to watch
this in pieces instead of in a straight sitting helps it a lot.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/08/23/summerslam-2015-a-long-1long
-very-long-summer/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/08/23/summerslam-2015-a-long-long-very-long-summer/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/08/23/summerslam-2015-a-long-long-very-long-summer/
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Summerslam Count-Up — 2006:
I Never Know What To Say
About This One

Summerslam 2006

Date: August 20, 2006

Location: TD Banknorth Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Attendance: 16,168

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, Tazz, Joey
Styles, John Bradshaw Layfield

This is an interesting show as a lot has changed since last year but
WWE is still in the same kind of situation: the shows are coming and
going and not a lot is changing. The shows aren’t bad, but there’s
nothing that feels like required viewing. This year we have DX vs.
the McMahons, Edge defending the Raw Title against Cena, Batista
challenging King Booker for the Smackdown Title, Flair vs. Foley in
an I Quit match, Hogan vs. Randy Orton and the first ECW Title match
in WWE PPV history. The card is stacked but nothing on here feels
must see. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is about DX taking over the company with their

sophomoric jokes. The other matches get some lip service as well.

Rey Mysterio vs. Chavo Guerrero

Guerrero claimed that Rey was leeching off the Guerrero name, which
he totally was but Guerrero is still playing the heel here. We get
videos on Eddie’s relationships with both Rey and Chavo,
conveniently ignoring Rey vs. Eddie from last year. Apparently Chavo
is coming out of retirement for one night only. The brawl is on fast
and JBL is WAY into it already. Chavo hits a quick uppercut and
catches a standing Lionsault into a powerslam position, only to have


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/08/12/summerslam-count-up-2006-i-never-know-what-to-say-about-this-one/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/08/12/summerslam-count-up-2006-i-never-know-what-to-say-about-this-one/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/08/12/summerslam-count-up-2006-i-never-know-what-to-say-about-this-one/

Rey armdrag him out to the floor.

Mysterio misses a plancha to the floor and Chavo hits a big dive of
his own to take over. Chavo shouts that it’'s his blood instead of
Rey’s as JBL calls this the biggest comeback since the resurrection.
Rey charges into the corner but Chavo drops him face first onto the
buckle to put him down again. Chavo does the Eddie dance, drawing
the crowd into the Eddie chant. The masked dude is knocked to the
floor and then face first into the buckle to keep him on defense.

Chavo puts him on the top rope and tries to powerbomb Rey to the
floor but Rey fights out to avoid death. They facejam each other
down to the mat and both guys are in trouble. Back up and Rey gets
two off a springboard cross body. A hard kick to the head gets the
same for Rey before he hurricanranas Chavo into the 619. The seated
senton misses and Mysterio hurricanranas both guys out to the floor.

Chavo takes control and sends Rey back in but here’s Vickie to yell
at him. Rey dives off the apron with something the camera misses to
take out Chavo and we head back inside. Chavo hits two of the Three
Amigos as Vickie is screeching at them to stop fighting. Rey hits
the Three Amigos and goes up top but Vickie keeps shouting at him to
stop before accidentally crotching him down. Chavo hits a
brainbuster and the frog splash for the pin.

Rating: C+. The match was entertaining enough but the bleeding dry
of Eddie’s corpse is well beyond old here. Seriously, they were
fighting over who was really defending Eddie’s honor. It was fun
stuff but the Vickie screeching is getting already getting annoying.

She’s been around seven years. How is that possible?

Booker is holding the title with a maniacal look in his eyes. He
rants in a British accent for a bit and says he and Sharmell are the
most powerful couple in wrestling. This brings in Edge and Lita who
just happened to be standing off camera when Booker said that. They
debate how important they are and make a wager: if Booker loses he
has to be Edge’s servant but if Edge loses he has to kiss Booker’s
feet.

This is a good example of what I mean when I talk about the show



looking too structured. Why were Edge and Lita right there to
respond to those comments? It comes off as so fake and set up in
advance that it kills whatever air of realism the show has. Have
Booker say they’re the powerful couple, then have Edge and Lita come
in later in the show. Same amount of time spent, same result,

doesn’t look forced. Why is this so complicated?

ECW Title: Big Show vs. Sabu

Big Show is defending after Sabu beat Van Dam in a ladder match this
past week. It’'s extreme rules, which is a rarity for these title
matches anymore. Sabu starts fast by swinging a chair and gets a
quick one count off the Arabian Facebuster. The chair is set up in
the middle of the ring but Big Show drops Sabu face first onto the
steel. Big Show crushes the chair with his boot and chops Sabu down
with ease.

We hit an early bearhug but Sabu pokes the eyes to escape. A
springboard is caught in a fallaway slam from Big Show to send Sabu
to the outside. The small one grabs a chair to blast Show in the
face before dropkicking it into Show'’s face. Sabu it too banged up
to immediately cover so it’s only a one count. With nothing else
working, Sabu loads up a table in the corner and hits a tornado DDT

for no cover.

Sabu finally knocks him through the table off a springboard from the
chair but Show pops up and electric chairs Sabu down. A Vader Bomb
crushes Sabu and Show brings in two sets of steps. He bridges a
table across them but his chokeslam is countered into a DDT through
the table. Sabu sets up another table but charges into a chokeslam
through it for the pin.

Rating: D. I don’'t care. Seriously that’s the first thing that came
to my head. This was less than nine minutes and the ending was never
in double at all. At least a third of the match was spent setting up
the next spot, especially near the end. The early days of WWECW with
the old ECW guys were just torture to get through as it was clearly
trying to recreate magic and it wasn’t anything of note. Dull match

here and it would be several months before ECW picked up.



Layla won the Diva Search earlier this week.

The Divas welcome Layla to the company. These stupid girl power
segments got old fast. Everyone gets on her and then say they’re all
kidding. Layla is dragged into the shower and spanked for her
initiation. Everyone is clothed so this goes nowhere.

We recap Hogan vs. Orton. Hogan is a legend, Orton is the legend
killer, I think you can do the math. There was a stupid bit with

Orton hitting on Brooke thrown in which went nowhere.

Randy Orton vs. Hulk Hogan

Hogan has a bad leg coming in, meaning he’s perfectly normal. Hulk
easily shoves Orton down out of lockup to start before running him
down with a shoulder block. The bandana goes into Orton’s face
before Randy grabs a headlock. Hogan fights out with a top wristlock
as we're still going very slowly so far, much to Hogan’s liking.
Randy finally gets in some shots to the face to put Hogan down,
thereby making him the biggest heel in the world.

Hogan fights Orton off in the corner and sends him into the buckle.
Almost all Hogan so far which continues as Hogan pounds down right
hands in the corner. He bites Randy’s forehead and pokes him in the
eye to keep us firmly in the mid-80s. Hogan rakes his back and
pounds away on the mat before threatening the referee with a right
hand. Orton holds the ropes on an Irish whip and pulls Hogan to the
mat to work on the knee.

Back in and Orton cannonballs down on the leg before doing a short
form of the circle stomp. A chop block puts Hulk down again but he
ducks/collapses to avoid a high cross body. Hogan pounds away but

misses the big boot, allowing Orton to dropkick him down. The RKO

connects for three but Hogan’s foot was on the ropes. Orton argues
with the referee, Hulk Hulks Up and the legdrop ends it.

Rating: D. Well let'’s see: the booking was out of the 80s, Hogan
broke a sweat for maybe a minute, and Orton was pinned clean by a
50+ year old man in about eleven minutes. This is the opposite of

last year with Shawn as Michaels didn’t have much to gain from a



win. Orton on the other hand could have ridden this win for months,
but instead we get Hogan’s last WWE match (which you couldn’t have
known at the time) as a tribute to him, complete with the 1985
formula all over again. Not a fan of this but you had to know it was

coming.

We look at a big party yesterday which is exactly what you would
think it was. This was also the announcement for WWE 24/7, which was

nowhere near as cool as it sounded.

Melina isn’t sure if Foley can beat Flair but he freaks out on her,

saying he’ll do it. This was an awkward on screen relationship.

Ric Flair vs. Mick Foley

In something else that was kind of awkward, these two traded shots
at each other in their books with Foley saying Flair wrestled the
same match for years and Flair calling Foley a glorified stunt man.
Tonight is an I Quit match and it’s all about respect. Foley jumps
Flair in the corner and pounds away before hitting the running knee
to the head. A running trashcan shot to the head has Flair in early
trouble and it’s already Socko time. Flair won’t give up so Foley
says he’ll suffer.

Foley wraps barbed wire around the sock but Flair grabs Mick’s
crotch to block it. We’re not even two minutes into this and we’ve
already had a crotch grab. A low blow puts Mick down and Flair wraps
the barbed wire sock around his hand for some chops. Ric sends Foley
knees first into the steps but Foley rams him into the announce
table to get a breather. Foley pulls out a barbed wire board and
blasts Flair in the back with it to make Naitch scream.

We head inside again and the fans want fire. Flair is busted open
(duh) so Foley rubs the barbed wire over the cut for good measure. A
barbed wire board to the head and the shoulder have Flair in even
more trouble but he tells Foley to kiss something instead of
quitting. Foley spreads out the thumbtacks and slams Ric down onto
them in a scary looking but perfectly safe spot. Think about it: the
tacks are what, half an inch long? All they’re going to go into is

fat so while it’ll hurt, there’s no real danger to the spot. It’s



like being stung by a bunch of bees.

Anyway Flair still won’t quit so Foley brings in the barbed wire
ball bat to cut at Flair’s head even more. Flair hits his second low
blow to escape before sending him shoulder first into the post. The
ball bat to the shoulder has Foley in big trouble as Ric goes into
old school brawler mode. Foley won’t quit so Flair threatens to kill
him by cutting out his heart.

A third low blow has Foley on the apron, allowing for Ric to knock
him off the apron and onto the concrete. Foley is apparently out
cold so medics and Melina come out to check on him. The trainer says
it’s over and the bell rings. That'’s not good enough for Flair
though and he sends Foley back in to rub the ball bat over Foley'’s
face again. He runs the barbed wire over Mick’s unconscious eyes and
Melina throws in the towel to end it. Wait that’s STILL not good
enough for Flair because Foley has to say it. Ric threatens Melina
with the ball bat and Foley quits to save her.

Rating: B. This was one heck of a bloodbath until Melina had to get
involved. I get that they didn’t want either guy to quit but dang
man, did we really need Melina out there? Like I said it never was a
good fit on screen and would end with Melina screwing over Foley for
no apparent reason. Good match, but Flair flat out doesn’t need to
be doing this at his age.

Vince, Shane and Armando Alejandro Estrada (Umaga’s manager) make
fun of Foley until Vince asks if they have Umaga’s support tonight.

Armando says si.

Smackdown World Title: Batista vs. King Booker

Booker is defending and Batista never lost the title, only being
stripped due to injury. This is his first major match since
December/January. Booker’s wife Sharmell reaches Vickie levels of
annoying by saying ALL HAIL KING BOOKER about 18 times on the way to
the ring. Feeling out process to start with Booker taking him into
the corner and slapping him across the face. Batista easily shoves

him across the ring to prove a point as things are starting slowly.



The champion grabs a headlock but completely misses a spin kick,
allowing Batista to counter into a powerslam for two. Booker tries
to bail with Sharmell but Batista doesn’t even let him get close.
Back in and Booker blocks a Batista Bomb by snapping Batista’s neck
across the ropes to take over. We hit a chinlock less than four
minutes in and the fans aren’t pleased. Back up and Batista hits a
sloppy belly to belly suplex for two but Sharmell sends in the
scepter for a cheap shot, giving Booker more control.

Booker goes after the arm, which is the injury that kept Batista on
the shelf for so long. That makes too much sense though so it’'s off
to a regular chinlock. Batista finally gets up and crotches Booker
on the top before hitting some weak clotheslines. They head to the
floor with Booker sending him into the barricade to take over. A
missile dropkick gets two on Big Dave but the ax kick misses.
Batista Jackhammers him down for two and busts out a full nelson
slam of all things. He loads up the Batista Bomb and Sharmell comes

in for the lame DQ.

Rating: D. Well at least it wasn’t that long. These two had horrible
chemistry together so of course they had two more PPV matches until
Batista finally took the title at Survivor Series. The ending
sucked, the match sucked, Batista looked as slow as Hogan out there,
and the fans were bored by the match. Sounds like it needs a sequel
to me.

Post match Batista “destroys” Booker, which translates to him not
being able to get him up for a Batista Bomb until Booker clearly

pulls himself up. Again, this feud went on for three more months.

Jeff Hardy is coming back tomorrow. Why bother announcing it when

you can have a big surprise like that?

DX talks to someone we can’t see. They tell him how much Vince
praised Umaga, calling him the REAL monster in WWE. They leave and
whoever was in there bangs on the door.

We recap DX vs. the McMahons. This feud started with Shawn vs. Vince
but HBK recruited HHH to help him out. DX destroyed a bunch of
Vince’'s stuff and made fun of him, basically getting on the nerves



of everyone over 17 years old. Vince and Shane brought in everyone
imaginable to help them but DX dispatched them easily because
they’re both Hall of Famers and they were fighting jobbers to the
stars. Umaga was the only one who could beat them one on one, making

those matches the only interesting parts of the entire feud.

D-Generation X vs. Vince McMahon/Shane McMahon

Vince and Shane head back to the entrance and send out the Spirit
Squad as the first line of defense. Superkicks, backdrops and
Pedigrees abound, getting rid of the Raw Tag Champions (the
cheerleaders) in less than fifteen seconds. DX beat the Spirit Squad
about five times in this whole thing but never won the tag titles. I

never quite got why.

Next up are Kennedy, Finlay and Regal who do a bit better thanks to
Finlay’s club but only last about 40 seconds. Now it’s Big Show to
really challenge DX. Why all nine guys didn’t come out at once is
never really addressed. The three midcarders take down HHH on the
floor, leaving Shawn alone with Show. A cobra clutch backbreaker and
the Log Roll knock Shawn silly as HHH is destroyed. Now the McMahons
come to the ring and there’s the opening bell.

Vince slams Shawn down to start and it’s off to Shane for some
dancing. He peppers Shawn with left jabs and hits a big right cross
to puts him down. HHH is still down from a chokeslam through the
announce table. Vince comes back in for something like a clothesline
to the ribs and fires off elbows in the corner. A double back elbow
puts Shawn down and HHH is finally remembering what planet he’s on.
Shane of course slides to the floor to knock him down again, which
is pretty smart.

Shane hits a backbreaker on Michaels and it’s back to Papa McMahon.
There’s a double elbow but HHH is on his feet. Shane, again, wisely
baseball slides him onto the other announce table. The McMahons bust
out the Demolition Decapitation and the Hart Attack of all things,
complete with signature Bret pose. They even hit a bad looking
Doomsday Device but Shawn pops up at two and fires off right hands.

Vince sneaks in with a shot to the back and down goes HBK again.



Shawn scores with a double clothesline and everyone is down.

HHH is back up on the apron and actually takes the hot tag.
Adrenaline kicks in and house is cleaned with a high knee and a
neckbreaker to Shane. Clotheslines take both McMahons down and
there’s a spinebuster for the young one. Shawn drops the elbow on
Vince and hits a Cactus Clothesline to take Shane out.

Here’s Umaga to superkick Shawn and hit a quick Samoan Spike to HHH.
This brings out Kane as the guy DX was talking to so he can fight
Umaga to the back. Shane can only get two on the Game so Vince
punches the referee. Shane loads up a Coast to Coast but Shawn
superkicks him out of the air. A trashcan shot to Vince sets up
Sweet Chin Music and the Pedigree for the pin.

Rating: B-. That's about as high as they can get and there’s nothing
wrong with that. The booking was as smart as you could get since
there might not be two guys in the company that could be a
legitimate threat to DX in a straight match so making it eleven on
two to start was all they could do. The rest of the match is your
usual tag team formula match and that’s all they could do here. The
fans popped for the ending too so I can’t complain much.

Wrestlemania 23 is in Detroit.

We recap Edge vs. Cena. Edge won MITB last year at Wrestlemania and
cashed in on Cena at New Year'’s Revolution nine months later. After
some title trading with Van Dam and Cena, Edge wound up with the
belt on Raw, setting up the one on one showdown here tonight.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. Edge

Cena is the hometown boy tonight. If Edge gets disqualified he loses
the title. Cena charges him into the corner and the booing begins.
John pounds away and gets one off a back elbow and a belly to belly
suplex. Edge avoids a charge to send Cena shoulder first into the
post and out to the floor. It’s kind of early for that spot. Back in
and Edge beats on Cena with basic strikes before knocking him off
the apron and into the barricade.

Cena makes it back in at nine but Edge immediately drops an elbow on



his back for two more. John makes a comeback with right hands as the
fans are booing even louder now. A quick fisherman’s suplex gets two
on Edge but he sends Cena over the top and out to the floor for the
third time. Back in again and Cena misses a cross body to put him

down again. Why it puts Edge down as well isn’t clear.

We hit the chinlock for a good while until Cena breaks the hold with
pure power. Cena hits a knee to the chest but walks into a big boot
for two. Edge goes up top and fights off Cena so he can hit a top
rope clothesline for two. Off to a camel clutch but Cena again
powers out of it. Both guys are down so Lita sends in a chair. Edge
picks it up before throwing it down out of fear in a cute bit. Cena
initiates his finishing sequence but the FU is countered into the
Impaler for two.

Edge goes up again but has to escape the FU off the ropes into an
electric chair but Cena gets two off a victory roll. A middle rope
cross body is rolled through into the FU but a Lita distraction
makes Cena drop Edge. The champion is sent into his chick and Cena
gets a close two off a rollup. A double clothesline puts both guys
down until Edge rolls over for two.

The Canadian is up first but the spear is countered into the STFU.
Lita tries to come in with the belt but Edge waves her off and gets
the rope. The referee has to drag Cena off, allowing Lita to load up
brass knuckles on Edge’s hand. Cena grabs the FU anyway but Lita
comes in, only to be thrown on top of Edge in a double FU. How that
isn’t a DQ isn’t clear but Cena flips her to the mat, allowing Edge

to knock him out with the knuckles to retain the title.

Rating: B-. This took some time to get going but the ending was
great. Edge winning is an interesting concept and they would go with
the same idea next month when Cena beat Edge in Edge’s signature
match in his hometown. The match wasn’t all that good though as it
felt like they were just killing time until the end, which makes for
a dull match.

Overall Rating: C. Right in the middle is about perfect here as
there are almost equal amounts of good and bad. The interesting



things about this show are the match lengths. Usually there are some

very short matches and one or two longer ones. Here there’s only one

match under nine minutes and the longest is the main event which

isn’t even sixteen. That makes for a show where there’s nothing huge

to save the bad stuff and everything is almost equal in length,

meaning you can weigh almost everything the same. The show is

definitely watchable but skip Booker vs. Batista.

Ratings Comparison

Rey Mysterio vs. Chavo Guerrero
Original: C+

Redo: C+

Big Show vs. Sabu

Original: C

Redo: D

Hulk Hogan vs. Randy Orton
Original: B

Redo: D

Mick Foley vs. Ric Flair
Original: B-

Redo: B

Batista vs. King Booker
Original: D

Redo: D

Vince McMahon/Shane McMahon vs.
Original: C-

Redo: B-

Edge vs. John Cena

Original: C+

Redo: B-

D-Generation X



Overall Rating
Original: C+
Redo: C

Other than Hogan, not a lot changes here. This show pretty much is
what it is.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/09/history-of-summerslam-count

-up-2006-hogan-and-dx-are-in-charge-are-we-in-1998/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/09/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2006-hogan-and-dx-are-in-charge-are-we-in-1998/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/09/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2006-hogan-and-dx-are-in-charge-are-we-in-1998/
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

