NXT — October 26, 2016: My
Kind of Show

NXT
Date: October 26, 2016
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida

Commentators: Tom Phillips, Corey Graves

It’s the final night for the first round of the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team
Classic. We’'re also less than a month away from Takeover: Toronto and
that means it’s time to start firming up a lot of the card. We already
know a few of the matches so there won’t be many surprises but NXT is
great at putting pepper on the steak. Let’'s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic: DIY vs. Hoho Lun/Tian Bing

Bing is the recently signed Chinese wrestler Bin Wang. Ciampa and Bing
get things going with Wang looking good as he runs Ciampa over to start.
A PSYCHO KILLER chant breaks out but switches to a Johnny Wrestling
version as Gargano comes in to kick Lun in the head. Hoho gets in a
dropkick and brings Tian back in for some strikes to the chest. A
chinlock doesn’t last long as Gargano kicks Bing’'s head off and brings
Ciampa right back in. Johnny tags himself back in though and cuts Lun in
half with the spear through the ropes. The double strike puts Lun away at
4:15.

Rating: B-. Lun and Bing were just speed bumps on the way to DIY (I
really hope that doesn’t catch on) vs. Revival III and that’'s the kind of
thing that makes this tournament awesome. Bing looked good here and
certainly has some experience. I don’t know if he’s ready for a full NXT

run but I've seen far worse.

Kota Ibushi and TJ Perkins are ready for their first round match. Perkins
says if this was high school, the cool table would be Ibushi times five.
Ibushi thinks his overall rating is a 99. I don’'t understand what Ibushi
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just said. Can I get that translated to stars?
Recap of Samoa Joe vs. Shinsuke Nakamura.

Joe sees a scared man in Nakamura because he knows Joe could knock him
out at any time. Nakamura knows the next NXT Champion is coming for him.

Aliyah vs. Billie Kay

Kay goes right after her to start and Aliyah’'s early jawbreaker has
almost no effect. A seated Blockbuster works a bit better though and an
enziguri staggers Billie. Kay comes right back with a discus forearm but
here’s Liv Morgan for a distraction, allowing Aliyah to grab a rollup for
the pin at 1:48.

Post match the brawl is on and the Aussies leave both of them laying.

Tye Dillinger vs. Noah Potjes

Tye snapmares him down to start and that’'s a ten. That's not cool with
Noah, who takes Tye into the corner for some kicks to the ribs. Tye turns
it on and stomps Noah down, setting up the Tyebreaker for the pin at
1:38.

Post match, Tye says his opportunity is to get his hands on Bobby Roode,
who jumps him from behind. The inverted DDT sends Tye head first into the
stage.

TM61 is ready for their match with Austin Aries/Roderick Strong because
they trust each other. They’re also mighty and the mighty don’t kneel.

Asuka vs. Thea Trinidad

Non-title. Asuka doesn’t waste time and starts kicking at the legs before
stopping for a little dance. Thea makes the mistake of hitting Asuka with
a forearm and the champ is ticked off. A kick to the chest is easily
caught and a German suplex into a Fujiwara armbar makes Trinidad tap at
1:45.

William Regal comes out post match and says he’s found Asuka’s latest

opponent: MICKIE JAMES! You can hear the fans gasp when she comes on



screen to cut a fairly lame promo about coming to face the next star in
the Women’s Revolution. Asuka is very pleased with this announcement.
Mickie was a last minute replacement for Trish Stratus, who had to back
out due to announcing she was pregnant, hence why Mickie wasn’t in the
building.

Paul Ellering and the Authors of Pain think No Way Jose and Rich Swann
will have fine futures in NXT but those futures will have to wait until
after their destruction in the second round of the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team
Classic. That match is next week.

Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic First Round: Mustafa Ali/Lince Dorado vs.
TJ Perkins/Kota Ibushi

The winners face Sanity in the second round. Perkins is announced as the
Cruiserweight Champion but doesn’t have his belt for some reason. Dorado
and Perkins kick us off and it’s time to flip around the ring without
making much contact. A standoff gets us nowhere as Graves offers the
following Michael Cole style gem: “Most of the teams that have been
successful so far have been tag teams.”

Ibushi and Ali come in and the fans give Kota the kind of welcome you
would expect. Ali is taken down in a test of strength but Kota can’t
break his bridge. They trade some kicks to the face with Ibushi getting
the better of it as we take a break. Back with Perkins rolling suplexes
on Ali and grabbing the kneebar. As is custom though, the first kneebar
only results in the grabbing of a rope.

Perkins heads outside and that means a big flip dive from Dorado. Back in
and Ali gets two off a neckbreaker but a faceplant allows the tag off to
Ibushi so things can speed up. A moonsault from Kota and a frog splash
from TJ combine for two. TJ dropkicks Dorado into the ropes to set up the
Wrecking Ball dropkick. The kneebar makes Ali tap at 11:39.

Rating: B. This is the kind of match that you don’t see on Raw because
they have to cram in so much other stuff that there’s no time for the
cruiserweights to do their thing. Well that and the Raw crowds don’t care
for this stuff like the NXT fans do (just a different style of audience).
Kota and Perkins are good for a dream team but I'm not sure they’re



getting by Sanity.

Overall Rating: B. Of everything NXT does, this is my favorite kind of
show: an hour of getting things done. This wrapped up the first round of
the tournament, advanced some stories and set up some matches for next
week. There’s no wasted time and everything goes so smoothly from one
segment to the next. Good show here and Toronto is looking better every

week.

Results

DIY b. Hoho Lun/Tian Bing — Superkick/running knee combination to Lun
Aliyah b. Billie Kay — Rollup

Tye Dillinger b. Noah Potjes — Tyebreaker

Asuka b. Thea Trinidad — Fujiwara armbar

Kota Ibushi/TJ Perkins b. Mustafa Ali/Lince Dorado — Kneebar to Ali
Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new

book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

News and Notes — October 14,
2016

I don’t normally do this but there was so much news yesterday that I had
to take a quick look at some of it.

1. TJ Perkins Replaces Hideo Itami in Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic.

Itami is out for awhile with a neck injury so Kota Ibushi needed a new
partner. In this case, there really isn’t a better option than Perkins.
I'm very glad they didn’t go with a random Japanese wrestler for the sake
of having a Japanese team. Instead it’s two guys with a history together

and something like a dream team.
2. Mickie James to Face Asuka at Takeover: Toronto.

This is a very smart idea and the best thing NXT could have done. It’s no
secret that the rest of the women in NXT aren’t ready to challenge Asuka
and it would have been a waste of a Takeover match to have her squash one
of them. James can come in and give Asuka a good match while the other
women get ready. I know I say this a lot but it show thinking, which is
where NXT specializes.

3. Roderick Strong Debuts in NXT.

Strong is one of my favorites in ROH so again I have few complaints here.
He’'s teaming with Austin Aries in the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic,
which means it's possible they’ll feud in the future. They’ve got history
together so why not put them in the tournament and see where it goes from
there? It’s worth a shot and there’s nothing wrong with having another
veteran on the roster.
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Wrestlemania Count-Up -
Wrestlemania XXII: The New
Dark Days

Wrestlemania XXII

Date: April 2, 2006

Location: Allstate Arena, Chicago, Illinois
Attendance: 17,159

Commentators: Michael Cole, Tazz, Jerry Lawler, Jim Ross

We head to the midwest here for a pretty forgotten show. The main events
here are Cena defending against HHH and Angle defending against Guerrero
and Orton. No that isn’t a typo. The triple threat has nothing to do with
Rey Mysterio but rather is there to milk every dime possible out of
Eddie’s corpse. Seriously, that's it. Other than that we have Shawn vs.
Vince and Edge vs. Foley in a match that allegedly made Edge a bigger
deal. Let’s get to it.

Michelle Williams of Destiny’s Child sings America the Beautiful.

The opening video is a Wrestlemania montage set to I Dare You by

Shinedown. Awesome song and an awesome video.

We also get the usual kind of opening video with hype for the major
matches.

Raw Tag Titles: Carlito/Chris Masters vs. Big Show/Kane

The monsters are defending here. Kane and Masters start stuff out and the
6’5 Masters looks tiny by comparison. Show headbutts him from the apron
before coming in legally for some chops. A poke to Big Show’s eye slows
him down and here’s Carlito who is immediately chopped down. Masters 1is
slammed down as well with Show throwing Carlito over the top and out onto
Chris.

Kane goes up top and dives onto both guys as the challengers are in
trouble. Somewhere in between there the turnbuckle pad has been removed
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and Show misses a charge, going head first into said buckle. It doesn’t
seem to have much effect though as Show suplexes both guys down with
ease. 0ff to Kane as everything breaks down. Kane pounds away on Carlito

in the corner and hits the side slam for no cover.

The top rope clothesline misses Masters though and there’s the Masterlock
to Kane. Show breaks it up seconds later but there’s the Backstabber to
Kane. The chokeslam is broken up by Masters and Show is sent to the
floor. Kane'’'s double chokeslam attempt is broken up but after causing

some heel miscommunication, a solo version to Carlito retains the titles.

Rating: C. Not bad here but this is one of the matches that probably
could have been cut for the sake of trimming the show a bit. The match
was a squash and not a very interesting one either. That’s the problem
with a pair of giants like Big Show and Kane: there’s no one that can
stop them and the resulting matches are dull at times. Not bad but it
felt like a Raw match.

The losers argue post match.

Shawn says that when he told Vince to grow up, he was telling the truth.
It’s pretty funny that a year ago Shawn and Angle stole the show and a
year before that he stole the show with Benoit and HHH. This year though
it's going to be about violence, not the five star classic. Shawn tells

Vince to pray tonight because he’ll be enduring quite a bit.

Shelton Benjamin vs. Finlay vs. Ric Flair vs. Rob Van Dam vs. Matt Hardy

vs. Bobby Lashley

Money in the Bank here. Shelton is Intercontinental Champion and Matt is
arguably the favorite. It’'s a big brawl to start with Lashley cleaning
house. The crowd favors RVD. Benjamin hits a BIG kick to Lashley’s head
to put him down as Matt tries to bring in the first ladder. Instead it’s
Van Dam with a baseball slide to take Matt down, followed by a big flip
dive to put him down again. Shelton brings in a ladder of his own and
after laying out Finlay with it, he sets the ladder up as a ramp for a
springboard flip dive to take out everyone under the age of 40.

Finlay sets up a ladder but here’s Flair for the save. Naitch tries to



climb but Matt superplexes him off the ladder which is good enough to
hurt Flair’s back and knock him out of the match. As Flair is taken out,
Van Dam lays out Shelton on the ladder but misses Rolling Thunder,
hitting only the ladder. Lashley goes for a climb but Benjamin goes up to
stop him. Shelton tries a sunset bomb over the top of the ladder but it
takes Matt and Finlay helping to complete the move.

Matt gets a running start at Finlay but has a ladder pelted at him to put
Hardy right back down. Finlay sets up the ladder but here’s Flair
hobbling down the aisle. Instead of climbing up the ladder though, Finlay
goes into the aisle and gets chopped back down. Ric fights off Shelton
and Hardy and goes up, getting his hand on the case. Finlay goes up the
ladder though and blasts him with the club to put him back down.

Shelton and Finlay fight on top of the ladder but here’s Lashley with
another ladder to knock the ladder with two people on it down to the mat.
Now Lashley goes up but Van Dam comes off the top rope and dropkicks a
chair into Lashley’s back to break up the climb. Matt, ever the bright
guy, goes up top on the ladder but drops a leg instead of going for the
case. Matt goes up and gets his hand on the ladder, only to have Finlay
make a save. Hardy takes Finlay down with a Side Effect off the ladder to
put everyone down.

Van Dam, also not the brightest guy in the world, comes off the ladder
with a splash on Finlay, leaving everyone down again. In the spot of the
match, Van Dam goes for a climb but Shelton springboards off the top rope
and lands on the ladder to punch Rob down. That looked AWESOME but he has
to stop Matt instead of getting the briefcase. Matt and Shelton’s ladder
fall down though and it’s Van Dam pulling down the case to win the match
and the title shot.

Rating: B. Shelton’s spot was INSANE but this match was a bit too short.
Also the match wasn’t as big with the spots as it was last year but the
spots that were big certainly did look good. It’s not quite as good as
last year, but it still lived up to the hype. A better roster would have
helped this one too, as Finlay didn’t fit in a match like this and Flair
didn’t exactly either.



Randy Orton interrupts Gene Okerlund and insults the idea of Okerlund
being inducted into the Hall of Fame. Gene isn’t impressed and says he’ll
be in the Hall of Fame one day because of nights like tonight. Batista,
still injured at this point, comes up and says he’s coming for the winner
of the triple threat tonight. Batista vs. Orton was the match that never
got to have on the big stage they wanted to.

Here’'s the Hal of Fame (minus Bret because pigs haven’t grown wings yet):
Okerlund, Sherri Martel, Tony Atlas, Verne Gagne, William Perry (in
barely fitting street clothes), The Blackjacks (with a drool inducing
Maria) and the co-headliner, Eddie Guerrero (biggest ovation and accepted
by Vickie).

US Title: Chris Benoit vs. John Bradshaw Layfield

JBL is challenging and takes over with a quick headlock. Benoit comes
back with a drop toehold but can’t get the Crossface this early. Back to
the headlock by JBL but Benoit gets his back and pounds on the
challenger’s neck. The Sharpshooter is broken up very quickly and Jibbles
heads to the floor. Back in and Benoit avoids a charge in the corner and
lays out Bradshaw with the Rolling Germans. The champion loads up the

Swan Dive but JBL crotches him to escape.

JBL cranks up the heel by doing Eddie’s chest slap. A superplex puts
Benoit down but only gets a very delayed two. There’s the Eddie dance and
JBL hits Three Amigos to HUGE heat. Benoit knees his way out of the third
Amigo and pounds away, only to get kicked in the face for two. Off to a
lame chinlock (his hands aren’t even locked) by JBL but Benoit suplexes
his way out. Now Chris hits Three Amigos to a solid ovation before doing
the chest slap. Now the Swan Dive hits for two and Benoit counters the
Clothesline into a Crossface attempt, but JBL rolls onto his back and
grabs the rope for the pin and the title.

Rating: C+. Just like the opener this was pretty meh but JBL was an
awesome heel here. The part of this that sticks in my mind though is
Benoit hitting that headbutt. After it hit he was grabbing his skull and
was clearly in pain. Every time I see him hit something like that I
cringe a little bit more and wonder if that was the point of no return.



We recap Foley vs. Edge. Edge cashed in MITB at New Year’s Revolution and
Mick was guest referee for the title change for no apparent reason. Foley
got beaten up as Edge accused Foley of losing his edge so to speak.

Joey Styles jumps in on commentary for the next match.

Mick Foley vs. Edge

This is a hardcore match and DEAR GOODNESS I forgot how hot Lita looked
in this match. Edge comes out in a vest with a ball bat but Foley comes
out in....gray flannel? There’s a Cactus shirt under it but I didn’'t come
to Wrestlemania to see Foley in GRAY flannel. Edge swings with the bat
but only hits buckle. Foley slams him into the mat and puts Edge upside
down in the Tree of Woe for the running fist to the face.

Edge comes back with a forearm and tells Lita to send him something. We
get various flat metal objects like cookie sheets and stop signs which
are smashed against Foley’s head. Edge loses the vest and hits the spear
before falling to the side and writhing in pain. Foley opens up the
flannel and reveals a ring of barbed wire wrapped around his stomach and
A RED FLANNEL SHIRT! Edge’s arm is hacked open so Foley whips him with
the barbed wire and drives it into the arm cut.

Edge is tied up in the ropes and Foley pulls out a barbed wire ball bat.
Lita tries to interfere but a Cactus Clothesline to Edge puts all three

on the floor. A swinging neckbreaker on the floor gets two for Foley but
as he charges at Edge he gets hiptossed into the steps, leg first. Edge

whips Foley HARD into the steps, destroying the knees even further. Mick
is put on a table on the floor but rolls off before Edge can dive. Edge

slams Mick’s head into the steel ramp for two and another sick thud.

Back inside the ring they go and Edge covers Foley with lighter fluid.
Well that’s certainly stepping things up. A piledriver out of nowhere
gets two for Foley and he loads up the Conchairto, only to have Lita make
a save. Edge hits a DDT “onto” the chair before getting the barbed wire
bat for some midsection shots. There’s a shot to the face for good
measure and Foley is busted open. Edge gets in some psychology by ripping
the barbed wire of Foley’'s forehead like Foley did to HHH in 2000.



Since nothing else has worked, Edge busts out the thumbtacks. Foley
blocks a facial damaging bulldog with a belly to back suplex into the
tacks to send Edge into shock. It’s Socko time but Foley wraps it in
barbed wire for good measure. Foley gets in a barbed wire bat shot to
Edge’s ribs and one to the head as well, cutting his head open something
fierce. Now Foley gets the lighter fluid to cover the table, but Lita
slows him down with a bat shot to the ribs. The table is lit and Edge
SPEARS FOLEY THROUGH THE ROPES AND THE FLAMING TABLE for the pin.

Rating: A. Oh yeah this worked. This was about blood and violence which
is something you never get anymore. It helped that you had Foley and Edge
out there, as in guys that knew how to wrestle a match and make a
wrestling crowd care. That’'s the difference between this and ECW: this
was well built and about emotion and hatred instead of a freak show. Also

it's ONCE, not every match on the card.
The look of shock on Edge’s face as he goes to the back is amazing.

Booker and Sharmell want to know why Boogeyman wants them. They go to the
ring for their match and see Pirate Paul Burchill practicing his sword
play. Then it'’s DiBiase offering Eugene money for dribbling a ball 100
times in a row, only to kick it away at 99. Snitsky is licking Mae
Young's foot with Moolah watching.

Goldust is dressed like Oprah (they used to be partners remember) and is

apparently the leader of this group of freaks. He tells Booker to embrace
his inner freak or he can’t beat the Boogeyman tonight. Goldust suggests

putting worms somewhere and Booker freaks out. Booker and Sharmell leave

and unfortunately there’s no Wrestlemania dance party.

Backlash ad. Hey I was there.
Some celebrities are here.

Booker T/Sharmell vs. Boogeyman

The idea here is that Booker and Sharmell are terrified. Booker makes
Sharmell start but jumps Boogeyman to get things going. There’s a bunch
of smoke in the arena from Boogeyman’s entrance and you can barely see



anything. Boogeyman starts no selling stuff including the Book End which
doesn’t even get a cover. The ax kick misses and a forearm puts Booker
down. Boogey eats a big handful of worms but Sharmell picks up his staff.
She tries to sneak up on him but SCREAMS to make sure Boogey hears her. A
wormy kiss sends Sharmell running and the chokebomb ends Booker for the
pin.

Rating: F. Do I really need to explain this? Booker would somehow be
world champion in four months. I don’t get the idea behind Boogeyman and
it never worked at all. This match didn’'t need to be a handicap match
either as Sharmell didn’t add a thing to the entire match. The stupid
smoke was annoying too.

We recap Trish vs. Mickie. Mickie showed up as the psycho (and HOT) Trish
stalker/lesbian luster. Trish turned her down so Mickie snapped and
kicked her in the head. Mickie then kidnapped Trish’s friend Ashley and
laid out Trish as she tried to save Ashley. Mickie kissed the unconscious

Trish, sending 12 year olds everywhere into a frenzy.

Women's Title: Trish Stratus vs. Mickie James

Mickie is challenging and has those awesome skirts that go all over the
place. Trish is looking great too with the usual attire but showing her
stomach as well. Trish is all aggressive here and chops Mickie down into
the splits. They head to the floor but the Chick Kick hits the post.
Mickie wraps the leg around the post and is still looking very psycho.
Back in and a dropkick to the knee takes Trish down again, as does a
dragon screw leg whip for two.

The fans chant for Mickie and I can’t say I blame them. Mickie wraps the
leg around the ropes before driving it down into the mat for good
measure. Off to a half crab followed by a knee crank but Trish power up
and hooks a spinning headscissors to put James down. Trish comes back
with the forearms and a spinebuster of all things for two. Trish’s corner
splash hits feet but as Mickie goes up, Stratus tries the Stratusphere
but gets slammed down for a sexy two. A rana is countered into a
powerbomb for two and Trish is TICKED.

Trish tries the Matrish but the knee gives out. Instead she tries



Stratusfaction but Mickie gropes Trish’'s crotch to break it up. It's
exactly what it sounds like. Mickie licks her fingers so Trish DRILLS HER
with a forearm. Trish keeps firing away but the knee gives out, and then
the match falls off the rails. Mickie tries the Stratusfaction but
COMPLETELY misses the rope, making it almost look like a botched atomic
drop by Trish. Instead Mickie hits a lame Chick Kick to end Trish’s
reign. JR sums it up perfectly: “The nutjob won the title!”

Rating: B-. This was one of the best Divas matches ever but the ending
cripples it. The idea here was that it wasn’t a women’s match but rather
a match featuring women in it. These two were beating each other up and
Trish had real emotion out there. Mickie was PERFECT for this character
and you really felt like she had a screw loose. The sexuality was there
but it wasn’t the focus which is nice for a change. It’s nice to see a
real story and a real fight between two people who happen to be gorgeous
women. Good stuff here.

Vince leads his family in a prayer before his match with Shawn. Vince:
“God, I don’'t like you and you don’'t like me.” That's where it starts and
I think you get the idea.

Undertaker vs. Mark Henry

This is a casket match and WAY before Henry got awesome. Druids bring out
the casket surrounded by torches. Basically Henry has beaten up
Undertaker and isn’t scared of the dark. No one on the planet thought
Henry had a chance here. I'd bet even his mama didn’t. Henry pounds away
to start and no sells a few clotheslines before running Taker over. They
trade shots into the steps with Henry taking control before heading back
inside. Back in and Henry chokes Undertaker down like he’s not even
there.

Taker fights back but has 0ld School broken up with ease. The casket 1is
opened but Taker kicked his way to safety. The Dead Man gets back to his
feet and manages to hit 0ld School this time but it doesn’t drop Henry. A
Downward Spiral is easily blocked and Henry controls again by choking on
the ropes. Henry misses a charge though and lands in the casket, only to
pull Taker down in with him.



They fight out of the casket and head back into the ring where Taker
charges into the World’s Strongest Slam but Henry covers on instinct
instead of carrying Taker to the casket. Henry makes the incredibly
stupid yet eternally made mistake of pounding down on Taker in the
corner, only to be powerbombed out of the corner. Mark is knocked out to
the floor where Taker hits hit HUGE Taker Dive to put Henry down again.
Back in and there’s the Tombstone, allowing Taker to put Henry in the
casket to win.

Rating: D+. It’'s Mark Henry and this is long before the career resurgence
he had in 2011. There was never any doubt that Taker would win his
signature match against a guy who just wasn’t on his level. Not a good
Mania match here for Taker, but he would win the world title at the next
two editions so he would be ok soon.

We recap Vince vs. Shawn. Back in December, Vince had been talking about
Montreal again and Shawn finally said let it go before nearly
superkicking Vince. This led to Vince basically declaring war on Shawn,

eventually leading to a street fight here tonight.

Vince McMahon vs. Shawn Michaels

Oh wait actually this is no holds barred rather than a street fight
because they’re such different things. Before the match Vince unveils a
poster version of his cover of Muscle and Fitness magazine, which 1is
indeed pretty impressive. Shawn will have none of this though and goes
after the boss, pounding away at him and throwing him over the announce
table for good measure. Vince gets choked out with a cable as the
commentators lose their equipment.

Shawn cracks Vince over the head with his poster and here’s the Spirit
Squad to try to save Vince. They’'re five cheerleaders (one of them being
Dolph Ziggler) who beat up Shawn with their five man lifting slam, but
Kenny misses a guillotine legdrop. Shawn gets their megaphone and beats
all of them up while Vince is getting a breather. The breather allows

Vince to get in a clothesline and take over for a bit.

McMahon rips off his own belt to whip and choke Shawn but his attempt at
Sweet Chin Music is easily blocked. The forearm puts Vince down and



there’s a whipping for Vince. There’s the top rope elbow but as Shawn
tunes up the band, here’s Shane to blast him with a kendo stick. Shane
pulls out handcuffs but before they tie Shawn up, Vince takes down his
pants. Yeah they’re doing this at Wrestlemania. Shane tries to send
Shawn’'s face in but Michaels reverses and we get a very disturbing
father/son bonding moment.

Shawn hits Vince low and handcuffs Shane to the ropes. After throwing the
key into the crowd and doing Shane’s dance, Shawn pounds him with the
kendo stick and pulls out a chair. A BIG chair shot cracks Vince’s head
open even more than it already was. Instead of kicking Vince'’s head off
though, Shawn pulls out a ladder. After ramming that into Vince'’s head
too, Shawn pulls out some trashcans to beat on Vince with as well.

There’'s a table thrown in too and this can’t end well. Vince is placed on
the table but Shawn isn’t pleased with the ladder he’s got. Instead he
gets the jumbo ladder and puts the trashcan over Vince’s head. Shawn
climbs the jumbo ladder and drops the BIGGEST ELBOW EVER through Vince
through the table. The Sweet Chin Music is the icing on the carnage and
it’s finally over.

Rating: C+. This is a hard one to grade as it’s really closer to a long
segment than a match. Shawn DESTROYED Vince here and that’s what the
whole thing was supposed to be. Unfortunately this feud would keep going
for about six more months with DX reuniting to fight Vince and all his
cronies. Still though, it was certainly entertaining and that’s all it
was supposed to be.

Vince is wheeled out on a stretcher but still manages to flip off Shawn.
That’s so Vince.

Wrestlemania 23 is coming to Detroit.

We recap the Smackdown World Title match, or the Eddie Guerrero Tribute
match. You can call it either thing really as they’re the same thing.
Guerrero died five months ago and Rey dedicated his Royal Rumble
performance to Eddie, so of course he won. Randy Orton told Rey that
Eddie was burning, which was enough to get Rey to put his title shot on
the line at No Way Out.



Rey lost, but Teddy Long made it a triple threat with Rey involved, even
though Rey lost a fair bet to Orton. This gets the music video, set to I
Dare You by Shinedown. Oh and Kurt Angle is world champion coming into
this and couldn’t be more of an afterthought. He was in Wrestling Machine

mode at this point though and was completely made of awesome.

Smackdown World Title: Rey Mysterio vs. Kurt Angle vs. Randy Orton

P.0.D. plays Rey to the ring. Rey comes out in some freaky looking eagle
headdress which I guess is a Mexican thing. During Angle’s entrance,
Orton grabs the belt from the referee and blasts Kurt in the face to send
him to the floor. Rey tries a springboard cross body but Orton dropkicks
him out of the air for two. Angle is back in now for a German suplex on
Orton before suplexing BOTH GUYS AT ONCE. Angle is amazing, period.

Orton hits his backbreaker on Angle for two of his own as this is very
fast paced to start. A belly to belly puts Orton down and Kurt puts Randy
on the top for something, but Rey charges at Angle to break it up. Angle
instead launches Rey up at Randy who is taken down in a SWEET
hurricanrana by the masked dude. The ankle lock to Orton is quickly
broken up by Rey and a big kick to Kurt'’s head gets two. The fans chant
for the 619 but as Rey loads it up, Kurt grabs the legs into the ankle
lock with the grapevine.

Orton distracts the referee as Rey taps before finally breaking up the
hold. Angle starts busting out the Germans and an Angle Slam puts Rey on
the floor. The ankle lock goes on Randy and there’s a grapevine for good
measure. Orton taps but now Rey pulls the referee out and covers his eyes
in a pretty brilliant move. Back to the ankle lock but Rey drops the dime
on Angle to break it up. The fans are booing Rey for some reason.

Mysterio misses a charge into the corner and slams his shoulder into the
corner. The Angle Slam to Orton is countered into an RKO but since this
is Wrestlemania it only gets two. Randy limps to the top rope for some
reason and you just don’t do that with Kurt Angle in the ring. There’s
the running up the corner suplex but Rey tries the 619 around the post. I
say try because he slips off the apron and has to just kick Angle in the
head for two.



Angle is kicked to the floor and there’s an over the shoulder backbreaker
into a neckbreaker for two on Rey. I love that move. Randy loads up the
RKO but gets Angle Slammed for two for Kurt. The Angle Slam to Rey is
escaped and an armdrag sends Angle to the floor. The 619 and West Coast
Pop to Orton give Mysterio the title.

Rating: C-. Uh....what? No seriously, where’s the rest of this match? The
Smackdown World Title match with a new champion gets less than nine and a
half minutes at Wrestlemania? It was entertaining while it lasted, but
there are Smackdown main events that get twice the amount of time this
got. Was Rey ever even in trouble in this match? I'm guessing the match
got cut short, but we had nearly 20 minutes for Vince to get beaten up?
This is a head scratcher if there’s ever been one.

Chavo and Vickie celebrate with Rey.
Cena and HHH are getting ready in the back.
Candace Michelle vs. Torrie Wilson

This is your Playboy match of the year. Lillian screwing up the hometowns
is the most entertaining thing about this match. They’'re in their
underwear and this is a pillow fight. Torrie coming out to what would
become Laycool’s music is rather odd. What do you want here? There’s a
bed in the ring, stuff is turned over, Torrie wins after like FOUR
MINUTES. Remember that: this got four minutes, the Smackdown World Title

got nine.
Rating: F. Were you expecting more here? Next.
Video on the Wrestlemania press conference.

Raw World Title: HHH vs. John Cena

HHH, known as the King of Kings, is in what can best be described as
viking attire and rises up out of the stage on a throne. He had Thor’s
hammer next to him and a bottle of water in his hand which doesn’t quite
fit. Before Cena comes out we get a newsreel about Chicago in the Great
Depression. The stage raises up and a car from the 30s drives out,

complete with machine gun toting gangsters (one of which was played by



future WWE Champion and Cena rival CM Punk who we’ll get back to later).

Cena comes out in a fedora and the shorts shooting a Tommy gun. After the
big match intros (the announcer introducing them when they’re in opposite
corners) we're ready to go. HHH grabs a quick hammerlock and takes Cena
down to frustrate him a bit. Cena gets caught in a wristlock and sent
into the corner again as the fans tell Cena that he sucks. All HHH so
far. With nothing else working, Cena tries a quick FU but gets punched in
the face. After about four minutes of nothing significant, Cena is thrown
to the floor, only to come back in with right hands.

A quick fisherman’'s suplex gets two for Cena and it’s off to a chinlock
by the champ. The fans tell Cena that he can’t wrestle and HHH fights up.
A hard whip sends HHH over the corner and out to the floor but he pokes
Cena in the eye to break Cena’s momentum. HHH can’t piledrive Cena on the
floor though and gets backdropped onto the steel instead. Back in and HHH
hits the jumping knee to the face to a big reaction.

Back to the floor we go and Cena is whipped hard into the steps. They
head inside again for a facebuster from the challenger and a big old
clothesline for two. A neckbreaker gets the same as the fans alternate
between “screw you Cena” and “Cena sucks.” Off to a neck crank by the
Game which is transitioned into a sleeper and then a chinlock. The champ
shoves him off and hits a clothesline to put both guys down again. Back
up and Cena fires off some more clotheslines followed by a powerslam for

no cover.

The spinning mat slam puts HHH down but the Game pops up for a
spinebuster to block the Shuffle. Back to the sleeper but Cena almost
immediately suplexes his way out of it. Now the Shuffle hits and there’s
Cena’s new submission hold the STFU. HHH grabs a rope but Cena is in the

zone now. The FU is countered but Cena is shoved into the referee.

HHH hits both of them low and gets the sledgehammer which goes upside
Cena’s head. Since this is Wrestlemania though it only gets two instead
of putting Cena in need of perpetual care. Back up and HHH charges into
the FU for two so Cena goes up top. A cross body misses and HHH tries the
Pedigree, only to be countered into the STF. With nowhere else to go, HHH



taps out and keeps the title on Cena.

Rating: B-. This is one of the recurring problems with HHH matches: when
he tries to have a big epic match it rarely works. Cena got a solid rub
out of beating him here but at the same time the match wasn’t all that
great. It felt like a way to make Cena a big deal rather than have a
match between the two of them. It also didn’t help that there was no real

issue between the two of them.
A highlight package ends the show.

Overall Rating: D+. This is one of the most forgettable Wrestlemanias in
history. There’'s nothing of note on here, none of the matches are great
other than a middle of the show hardcore match which led to some great
stuff. Batista being gone hurt this show a lot as Cena wasn’t quite ready
to shoulder the weight of Wrestlemania yet. It’s not horrible, but it’s
totally forgettable and not required viewing at all.

Ratings Comparison

Big Show/Kane vs. Carlito/Chris Masters
Original: D+

Redo: C

Rob Van Dam vs. Shelton Benjamin vs. Ric Flair vs. Finlay vs. Matt Hardy
vs. Bobby Lashley

Original: B

Redo: B

John Bradshaw Layfield vs. Chris Benoit
Original: D+

Redo: C+

Edge vs. Mick Foley

Original: A



Redo: A

Boogeyman vs. Booker T/Sharmell
Original: F

Redo: F

Mickie James vs. Trish Stratus
Original: B

Redo: B-

Undertaker vs. Mark Henry
Original: D

Redo: D+

Shawn Michaels vs. Vince McMahon
Original: C+

Redo: C+

Rey Mysterio vs. Kurt Angle vs. Randy Orton
Original: D+

Redo: C-

Torrie Wilson vs. Candice Michelle
Original: F

Redo: F

HHH vs. John Cena

Original: A-

Redo: B-



Overall Rating
Original: B
Redo: D+

In the first one I said it wasn’t something I'd want to see again.
Apparently that was accurate as the rating PLUNGED on a second viewing.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/03/29/history-of-wrestlemania-with-kb-
wrestlemania-22-i-barely-remember-this-show/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the History of the Intercontinental Title at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B01D4D3EGQ

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

2015 Awards: Worst Angle of
the Year

Now this one doesn’t have the ending you might expect.

We'll start with the most recent as Paige brought up Charlotte’s deceased
brother Reid to help set up their title match. Here’s the thing: this was


http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/03/29/history-of-wrestlemania-with-kb-wrestlemania-22-i-barely-remember-this-show/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/03/29/history-of-wrestlemania-with-kb-wrestlemania-22-i-barely-remember-this-show/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B01D4D3EGQ?ref_=pe_2427780_160035660
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/01/09/2015-awards-worst-angle-of-the-year/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/01/09/2015-awards-worst-angle-of-the-year/

short. Yeah it was a bit tasteless (though nothing compared to some of
the stuff WWE has done before) but they didn’t bring up Reid by name or
how he passed away etc. This was more tasteless than bad, but the match
itself was even worse because they didn’'t go anywhere with the hatred.
It’'s bad, but I think there’s worse stuff they could do.

Earlier in the year in a much bigger story we had Roman Reigns’ original
push towards Wrestlemania XXXI. This is one where we all knew what we
were going to get but again I didn’t hate it as much as some. They felt
like they were trying to push someone new and we got some good matches
out of it. The problems here were the feeling predictable and that Reigns
hadn’t earned the title yet. However, what people overlook is that he
didn’t win it just yet. They bailed out at the last second and that helps
things so much more. The ending and the fact that it wasn’t that bad in

the first place keeps this away from winning.

Also from late in the year, we had the latest Wyatt Family disaster with
Bray kidnapping the Undertaker and Kane, stealing their souls (whatever
that meant), taking their fireworks power, and then apparently just
leaving them alone so that they could escape and win the match at
Survivor Series. As bad as this was, it'’s actually pretty low on the list
of bad storytelling with the Wyatts and Bray in particular. This is just
what happens to the Wyatts and until it changes, it’s hard to really call
it horrible all over again.

Then James Storm threw Mickie James on train tracks. It’'s stupid, it's
ridiculous, and at the end of the day it’s TNA. I almost feel bad about
picking on them at this point and I have issues complaining about
anything involving Mickie James. The biggest problem here was that Mickie
was back way too soon with no problems, which makes it more stupid than
bad.

At Summerslam, Jon Stewart cost John Cena the WWE World Title because he
didn’t want Cena to tie Ric Flair’s record. I mean....yeah. What else is
there that I'm supposed to say on this one? You had a talk show host
there as the celebrity and then he costs Cena the World Title? At
Summerslam? REALLY? This was the best they could come up with?



However, last but not least, we have the love...whatever shape it was with
Ziggler/Summer Rae/Rusev. You had Summer loving Rusev and maybe loving
Ziggler while Lana jumped to Ziggler from Rusev and thought it was about
1984 with all the denim. This went on forever with the pairs teasing
getting back together and the whole thing was a big soap opera,
ultimately ending with Lana getting hurt and WWE deciding that EVERYONE
followed TMZ and knew that Rusev and Lana were engaged in real life.

And I liked it. Yeah to this day I'm still not sure why, but I really
don’t get the hatred for this storyline. I know it’s stupid and I know
the story really didn’t make sense and I know the ending was HORRIBLE
because WWE pulled the plug on the whole thing but I really didn’t mind
it. This gave these people something to do and Summer telling Rusev that
they weren’t getting married until he won a title was a good idea. That
and it got Lana into some different looks and started to expand her
character until the injury derailed the whole thing. I know it’s hated,
but I really didn’'t mind this story nearly as much as some people did.

For me, the worst was Jon Stewart. The celebrity stuff is stupid in the
first place, but to have it be at Summerslam for the World Title and
having it wind up as ANOTHER way to remind us how amazing Ric Flair 1is
and how his record is just so sacred was too much for me. I love Jon
Stewart and it was cool having him around, but this was just so stupid
and such a lame way to keep the title on Rollins.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the History of Wrestlemania at Amazon for just $3.99
at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0188BJRGU

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Survivor Series Count-Up -
2006: Survive If You Can

Survivor Series 2006

Date: November 26, 2006

Location: Wachovia Center, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Attendance: 15,400

Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Jim Ross, Jerry

Lawler

Another match of note on the show is Mickie James challenging Lita for
the Women’s Championship in what would be Lita’s final match. Combining
this with Trish Stratus leaving just a few months earlier, the Divas
division was in a huge state of flux with the two biggest stars it ever
had leaving in the span of a few months. Let’s get to it.

This is the 200"
it turns into a regular video about a PPV, but a good one.

show so we talk about tradition and all that jazz. Then

Team Legends vs. Spirit Squad

Legends: Ric Flair, Sgt. Slaughter, Ron Simmons, Dusty Rhodes
Spirit Squad: Kenny, Johnny, Nicky, Mikey

Slaughter is replacing a cancer ridden Roddy Piper. Actually he got very
lucky as he got a concussion because of a Conchairto from Edge, and on
the tests the cancer was found. Arn Anderson is here with the Legends and
we get the awesome Horsemen music. The only member of the Squad (a group
of male cheerleaders) still around is Nicky, more famous as Dolph
Ziggler, so I'll spare you from an explanation. Kenny is the only other
one that stuck around after the team split up anyway.

Simmons and Mikey start things off and guess who wins the slugout. Ron
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beats up all of them but Mitch, the fifth member of the squad not in the
match, interferes and gets Ron on the floor. Mitch’s distraction leads to
Simmons getting counted out. Mitch (the other cheerleader) gets ejected
but Simmons beats him up first. Anderson gets ejected as well for no
apparent reason. The Philly fans are TICKED. Nicky comes in to face Sarge
and he mocks the salute. Fan: “PUNCH HIM IN THE FACE!”

Sarge beats him up with ease and it’s off to Dusty for some gyrating and
elbows to the arm. It’s Flair time and you know the Philly fans are all
for that one. A chop later and it’'s right back to Slaughter who hooks the
Cobra Clutch, but Dusty and Kenny come in to fight, allowing Johnny to
kick Sarge in the head to give Nicky a pin. Off to Dusty who hits the
bionic elbow on Nicky for the immediate elimination, making it 3-2. Dusty
gets caught in the corner but he gyrates it off.

The Flip Flop and Fly takes Kenny down but another elbow misses, giving
Kenny a rollup (with a handful of jeans) pin. It’'s Kenny/Johnny/Mikey vs.
Flair now with Mikey starting first. Flair chops him into the corner but
Mikey starts punching away. Ric hits a quick atomic drop and gets a
rollup with feet on the ropes (now THAT is vintage Flair) for the
elimination. Kenny gets in some shots but ducks his head and gets cradled
for the pin, leaving Flair vs. Johnny. Less than a minute later it’s a
Figure Four to give Flair the win.

Rating: C-. This was exactly what it was expected to be and that’s all it
should have been. The legends were there to have a feel good nostalgia
moment and get eliminated so Flair, the only one who had been active in
the last three years or so, could knock out all of the Squad and give the
fans a feel good moment. Also it’s only about ten minutes long so it's
not like this was anything major. It’s not a good technical match, but if
that’'s what you're expecting here, you missed the point entirely.
Besides, the Squad was gone literally the next night.

Post match the Squad beats down Flair and the Legends...are nowhere in
sight. Kind of a downer.

We recap Benoit vs. Chavo. Benoit came back from an injury and won the US
Title but Vickie and Chavo, his former friends, wanted nothing to do with



him. Chavo and Vickie didn’t like Rey making his name off Eddie’s legacy,
which is true but I don’t blame Rey for it. Chavo injured Rey’s knee
(Mysterio needed time off for surgery) but when Benoit tried to make the
save, the Guerreros weren’t happy. There was also some nonsense about

Eddie’s estate which didn’t going anywhere.

US Title: Chris Benoit vs. Chavo Guerrero

Benoit, the champion, pounds away to start and hits a quick backbreaker
for one. Some knees to the ribs set up a snap suplex for another two.
Chavo comes back with a bunch of forearms and stomps in the corner, only
to get caught in the Crossface. Vickie makes the save by putting Chavo’s
boot on the rope. Chavo hits a pair of suplexes for two and it's off to a
chinlock.

Benoit comes out of it with a Samoan drop of all things but gets
dropkicked right back down for two. Another suplex is countered and
Benoit rolls some Germans to set up the swan dive. Vickie grabs Benoit's
foot and the distraction makes the dive miss, sending Chris’ head
crashing into the mat again. Chavo suplexes him down (again) but the frog
splash only gets two. Benoit loads up the Sharpshooter but gets kicked
off into Vickie who is on the apron. There’s the Crossface and Chavo taps
out.

Rating: D+. That's likely a bit low but this was a dull match. Chavo came
off as more of an annoyance than a challenge here and that never makes
for an entertaining match. I still shudder whenever I see Benoit take a
head shot like he did off the swan dive as I always wonder which shot was
the point of no return for him.

Lita says that she’s done after tonight’s match (that'’s actually true)
and she’s glad it’s in front of these horrible fans in Philadelphia. Edge
makes some Donovan McNabb jokes and says his team is going to take out
Team DX. After he leaves, Cryme Tyme leaves Lita’s locker room with a box
of her stuff.

Women's Title: Lita vs. Mickie James

Lita is defending and slaps Mickie in the face to start, causing Mickie



to choke away in the corner. The champ comes back by literally throwing
Mickie around which is a bit less than what you would expect from someone
as talented as Lita. Mickie goes up and gets slammed off the top as this
is one sided so far. The fans think Lita is a crack w****,  Their words,

not mine.

A quick snap suplex gets two for Lita as this continues to be slow. Off
to a sleeper from Lita which is the last thing this match needed. Mickie
gets in the ropes and avoids a charge in the corner. She goes up and is
immediately suplexed down for two. Now the fans think Lita has herpes.
Again, their words not mine. Mickie hits a SWEET spinning kick to take
Lita’s head off followed by a fisherman’s suplex for two. Moonsault gets
two for Lita but the Edgecution is countered, giving Mickie two. They
trade rollups and Mickie hits the jumping DDT to retire Lita and win the
title.

Rating: D. Most of that is for the ending with Lita’s head bouncing off
the mat. Other than that, this was some pretty uninspired stuff. Lita
left when she should have as she had nothing left to accomplish and no
one like Trish to work with. Pretty terrible match here but it passed the
torch to Mickie who was indeed the future of the division.

Lita asks for a microphone and makes Lillian tell the crowd to cheer for
her. She doesn’t like being booed and is glad to get to leave in front of
Philly because its fans suck. Here’'s Cryme Tyme with the box of Lita's
stuff they stole earlier. They'’re having a HO Sale and it’s cash only.
The first item sold: Lita’s yeast infection medicine for one dollar.

Cryme Tyme realizes JBL is at the announce table and offer the goods to
him. He says he’s the only person in America who doesn’t have some of
Lita’'s underwear so he gives them $100. The next item: Lita’s massager.
That goes for 25 bucks and there’s only one thing left. It’s cheap, it’s
wide, you can put your head in it: it’'s Lita’'s box. That goes for 20
bucks to end a hilarious segment.

Batista has nothing to say about the title match tonight. Booker attacked
Batista at the contract signing and hit him in the throat with a scepter.
After seeing a clip of it, Batista says he’s leaving tonight with the



title.

Team DX vs. Team Rated-RKO

Team DX: Shawn Michaels, HHH, Hardy Boys, CM Punk
Team Rated-RKO: Edge, Randy Orton, Johnny Nitro, Mike Knox, Gregory Helms

This is Punk’s first major match and Jeff is Intercontinental Champion.
DX plays to the crowd for a LONG time before the heel entrances. The fans
of course LOVE Punk, so he gets to ask if the fans are ready. Helms, the
current Cruiserweight Champion, is feuding with Matt Hardy at this point.
Knox, a big power guy with a beard, has a chick named Kelly Kelly with
him at the moment and she’s an exhibitionist. Rated-RKO are the Raw Tag
Team Champions too so most of the gold in the company is in this match.

HHH asks Kelly to flash him and has Shawn cover his eyes. Knox comes in
to stop it but Shawn kicks him in the face to eliminate him. Shawn to
HHH: “Who was that gquy?” Points for a funny bit if nothing else. Nitro
comes in to speed things up but Shawn slides to the floor and puts his
arm around Melina. We’ve got a comedy match here people. Off to Jeff who
works on Nitro’s arm to continue their recent feud.

Off to Matt so the Hardys can hit some nice double team stuff. Nitro
finally gets in a shot to the face and it’s off to Helms. Matt is slammed
off the top and it’s off to Edge to stomp on Matt. Well that’s
appropriate. Back to Helms for a suplex and it'’s immediately off to
Orton. After some very basic stuff, here’s Nitro again so Melina can
SCREECH. Matt hooks the Side Effect and there’s the tag to Punk. Punk

immediately starts his strikes and hits the knee/bulldog in the corner.

Nitro blocks the Rock Bottom but the second attempt (with an assist from
Matt) sets up the Vice for the tap out. Edge comes in to face Punk and
the fans are very pleased. Punk pounds on him in the corner but Orton
guillotines Punk on the top rope to give the heels their first advantage.
Randy comes in and hits a dropkick for two before it’s back to Helms.
After some knees to the face, Helms hits a one knee Codebreaker to put
Punk down.



Back to Orton for a slugout with Punk, resulting in the RKO taking Punk
down. Why Randy can’t cover immediately isn’t quite clear but Shawn makes
the save anyway. Edge gets the tag but spears the buckle. JR: “That
middle turnbuckle isn’t in the match!” Hot tag brings in HHH to face
Helms and the beating is on fast. A facebuster puts Helms down but the
Edge-0-Matic breaks up the Pedigree. Everything breaks down and Jeff and
Shawn dive on Rated-RKO.

Matt comes in with the Twist on Helms followed by a Swanton to make it
5-2. The heels take their belts and walk but the Hardys will have none of
that. Team DX take turns beating up both members and it’s Sweet Chin
Music to eliminate Edge. So it’s Orton vs. five guys now and Randy tries
to run, but the Hardys and Punk stop him. Back in and it’s Chin Music and
the Pedigree to complete the sweep.

Rating: C-. This was entertaining but it’s kind of a questionable ending
when you consider the captains were in a pretty big feud. The guy that
gets the big rub here is Punk, as he goes from a guy on the C show to
rubbing elbows with two of the biggest stars ever and one of the best tag
teams ever. Fun match here but it didn’t really accomplish much.

We recap Kennedy vs. Undertaker. Kennedy is a very loud guy that likes to
challenge legends and would become Mr. Anderson in TNA. Basically Kennedy
wants to break the legend of Undertaker, or about the same thing as about
half the feuds Undertaker has had in years. It’s a first blood match
tonight because Kennedy busted Undertaker open on Smackdown recently.
Kennedy got a blood bath from Undertaker’'s magic powers.

Kennedy isn’t worried but MVP (think Deion Sanders) comes up and notices
the Vaseline on Kennedy's forehead. I guess the referee isn’t watching
the interview.

Mr. Kennedy vs. Undertaker

Kennedy immediately drops to the floor to try to get an early advantage,
but Undertaker punches him down as soon as they get back inside. We head
back to the floor and Kennedy gets punched over the announcers’ table
with Undertaker in total control. We head to the crowd and Undertaker

hits a pair of headbutts. Back to ringside and Kennedy gets in his first



big move by sending Undertaker into the steps.

Kennedy tries to dive off the apron but gets caught and rammed into the
post. This has been almost all Undertaker so far. We head back in and
Undertaker busts out a superplex to put Kennedy down. The offense looks
good but shouldn’t Undertaker be going for the head? I don’t know if
internal bleeding counts but it hasn’t been mentioned in any first blood
match I've ever seen. Kennedy hits Undertaker low but Undertaker
immediately comes back with a kick to the face.

A buckle was taken off somewhere in there by Kennedy but Undertaker sends
him into it twice in a row. Kennedy kicks Undertaker low again and
Kennedy is bleeding from the mouth. He rolls to the floor before the
referee can see it and here’s MVP with a towel to clean up the blood.
They start to walk away, but MVP throws Kennedy back in the ring which is
payback for Kennedy doing the same thing to MVP on Smackdown.

Undertaker pounds away in the corner but Kennedy drops him face first on
the exposed buckle. Kennedy starts pounding away but MVP brings in a
chair to hit...someone. It winds up hitting Undertaker and busts him open
to give Kennedy the upset win. The fans boo that out of the building
because Undertaker is such a legend at this point.

Rating: C. This was a decent brawl but the ending, which was to advance
Undertaker/Kane vs. MVP/Kennedy, kind of sucks. The feud just never
worked because at the end of the day, it’s two guys who are career
midcarders at this point against two former World Champions who can beat
up anyone. Kennedy never got to the point where they wanted him to be due
to various reasons, but this is the fifth former World Champion he had
beaten.

Kennedy beats up Undertaker post match but Undertaker snaps up and pounds
him down as well. Undertaker WHACKS him with the chair to get a gasp from
the crowd. JBL LOSES IT as Kennedy gets beaten up even more and

tombstoned.

Sharmell tells Booker to be excited because tonight is Batista’s last

chance.



Team Cena vs. Team Big Show

John Cena, Kane, Bobby Lashley, Sabu, Rob Van Dam
Big Show, Test, MVP, Finlay, Umaga

It’s Philadelphia and we’ve got Sabu and RVD on one team so I think you
can guess the crowd reactions. Cena is Raw World Champion and Big Show is
ECW Champion. Umaga, a Samoan and formerly Jamal of 3 Minute Warning is
still undefeated and a monster. Finlay is an Irish brawler.

Naturally Cena is booed out of the building by the hardcore crowd. Cena
and Umaga start things off with Cena getting knocked to the floor.
Everything breaks down and Umaga gets a monitor to knock out RVD for a
DQ. Umaga also destroys the rest of Team Cena because that’'s what savages
do.

We finally get down to Finlay vs. RVD but it’s quickly off to Test for
some bland big man power stuff. Back to Irishman for some stomping and
then to really mix things up, MVP comes in and stomps as well. Van Dam 1is
bleeding from the mouth as MVP puts on a chinlock. Rob comes back with a
cradle for two and a spin kick to take MVP down. Van Dam kicks all of the
heels including a LOUD one to Finlay. Test tries to ram RVD into the post
but since he’s big and dumb, Test’s head goes into it instead. Kane
chokeslams MVP and the Five Star gets the pin for Rob.

While Van Dam is getting up, Test immediately comes in and kicks his head
off to make it 4-3. Test gets sent to the floor and Lashley spears him
down, followed by a tornado DDT from Sabu back inside for the pin. Show
immediately chokeslams Sabu to make it 3-2 and it'’s time for the giants
to fight. They both grabs chokeslam grips but here’s Hornswoggle (the
Little Bastard at the moment) for a distraction. Finlay clocks Kane with
his club so Show can pin Kane after a chokeslam. Starting with MVP’'s pin,
those five eliminations all came within less than two minutes. I didn’t
skip anything in between.

To recap, it’s Show/Finlay vs. Cena/Lashley. Cena comes in to face the
monster but is immediately taken down. Off to Finlay for a clothesline
and some good old fashioned cheating. Show sends Cena flying off a



headbutt and it’s back to the heel corner. After more of a beating, Cena
fights them both off and makes the hot tag to Lashley. Powerslam is
escaped but a spear puts Finlay down for two.

A double clothesline from Show puts Cena and Lashley down and here’s
Hornswoggle again. Cena loads him up in the FU and in the distraction,
Lashley spears Finlay down to make it 2-1. Both good guys take their
turns on Show including stuff like double DDTs and double suplexes. JR
calls Cena cock strong and I don’'t want to know what that one means.
Lashley breaks up the chokeslam with a spear and the FU gets the final

pin.

Rating: D. As I was writing that, it felt like I was just saying what was
happening and nothing special was going on. The reason it felt like
nothing was going on was because nothing was going on. This match was as
paint by numbers as you could ever ask for and that makes for a VERY dull
match. Cena hitting the FU on Show is always worth seeing, but this
didn’t work at all.

JR says that Lashley is debuting at Survivor Series tonight which is flat
out wrong. To be a bit fair though, JR wasn’t on commentary for that

match last year.
The Extreme Elimination Chamber is coming.

We recap Booker T vs. Batista. Booker won the King of the Ring and became
a king with a bad British accent before winning the title off Rey
Mysterio. He kept cheating to beat Batista and tonight is Batista’s last
shot at the title unless he wins. Batista never lost the title in the
first place and had to drop it due to injury, so tonight is his last
chance to regain what he believes is still his.

Before the match, Teddy comes out and says that if Booker gets counted
out or DQ’'ed, he loses the title.

Smackdown World Title: Batista vs. Booker T

Booker is defending of course. Batista jumps him in the aisle and the
referee says you have to get it in the ring. Why? Batista can win the



title via DQ so no he doesn’t need to get it in the ring. Also the ruling
said Booker loses if he gets counted out. It said nothing about him
losing by countout so would a draw give Batista the title? Booker fires
off some chops in the corner and is immediately punched in the face for
his efforts. A suplex puts Booker down but he escapes an early Batista
Bomb attempt.

After Booker gets back in, Batista hits a clothesline for two. This isn’t
really working so far. Booker finally comes back with a hot shot to take
over before sling shotting Batista’s throat into the bottom rope. Batista
comes back with some right hands but Booker pokes him in the eye. We're
about five minutes into this and it’s not clicking at all. Big Dave comes
out of nowhere with a side slam for two followed by a Jackhammer.

A Boss Man Slam gets two for Batista and they head to the apron to slug
it out. Cole brings up a good question: what happens if there’s a double
countout or double DQ? Egads now I'm thinking like Michael Cole.
Presumably it would be a draw and Booker keeps the title but it’s not
clear. A Sharmell distraction lets Booker take over as JBL goes on a
tirade about Teddy Long being racist. Side kick puts Batista down for
two. We hit a chinlock to fill in some time which is probably the last
thing they should do right now. Batista comes back with some right hands
and a belly to belly suplex for two.

Batista cranks things up and knocks Booker to the floor before sending
him into the steps. Back in and a top rope shoulder gets two. The
spinebuster gets the same but Booker grabs the Bookend for two. Batista
comes back with the Batista Bomb but the champ grabs the rope. Sharmell
gives Booker the title, Batista takes it from him and clocks Booker with
it, new champion. That's how the show ends: not with a Batista Bomb, but
with Batista cheating.

Rating: D-. A horrible match to end a horrible show is always
appropriate. Batista getting the title back was probably the right move
as he was insanely over and hadn’t been champion since January. This
match didn’t work at all though and it was the last time Booker would be
near the World Title, which is probably a good thing if he’s as bad as he
looked here.



Overall Rating: D-. When the second best match of your show is a group of
guys in their late fifties or early sixties beating up male cheerleaders
for ten minutes, your show is in trouble. There’s NOTHING worth seeing
here at all and this show sucked. The other odd thing here is where the

time went.

This show runs about two hours and forty minutes and the longest match
(main event) doesn’t break fourteen minutes. There’s no big segment on it
either so I have no idea where the time went. Other than the main event
nothing is awful but there’s nothing worth watching. Either way, this is
an awful show and probably the worst since the 90s.

Ratings Comparison

Team Legends vs. Spirit Squad
Original: C+

Redo: C-

Chris Benoit vs. Chavo Guerrero
Original: B

Redo: D+

Mickie James vs. Lita
Original: B

Redo: D

Team DX vs. Team Rated-RKO
Original: B

Redo: C-

Mr. Kennedy vs. Undertaker



Original: C+

Redo: C

Team Cena vs. Team Big Show

Original: D+

Redo: D

Batista vs. Booker T

Original: D-

Redo: D-

Overall Rating

Original: C-

Redo: D-

WHAT WAS I THINKING ON THOSE EARLIER MATCHES???
Here’s the original review if you'’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/15/history-of-survivor-s
eries-count-up-2006-who-thought-batista-vs-booker-was-a-good-
idea/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/BO15IN12T2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/15/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-2006-who-thought-batista-vs-booker-was-a-good-idea/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/15/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-2006-who-thought-batista-vs-booker-was-a-good-idea/
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http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact Wrestling - July 29,
2015: Oh Shut Up Already

Impact Wrestling
Date: July 29, 2015
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida

Commentators: D'Angelo Dinero, Josh Matthews

The big story coming out of last week is Matt Hardy earning the #1
contendership in a tables match over Bobby Roode. This was the result of
the night’s main story being thrown out due to the Hernandez issue, which
is likely going to cause even more problems tonight. Other than changing
things up though, we do get Jeff Jarrett’s Hall of Fame induction. Let’s
get to it.

We open with a recap of last week’s major events, including Jeff Jarrett
being announced as the next Hall of Fame inductee, Serena being announced
as James Storm’s partner and Matt Hardy becoming #1 contender.

Here’s Austin Aries with something to say. Aries may not have a title
right now, but politics and backstage issues aside, there is no one on
the face of this planet who is better than he is. Therefore, why wasn’t
he involved in the #1 contenders match last week? Bully Ray may be in
charge but he’'s already off to a bad start with mistakes like that.

Cue Bully Ray, who says his opinion is the only one that matters. Sure
Aries is great. He’'s so great that he even beat Bully himself at one
point. Aries is going to get another shot at what he deserves. Austin
interprets that as a World Title shot but Ray says Aries already lost
that chance. In that case, Aries will settle for a Tag Team Title shot
with Bobby Roode. That’s a no as well, so Aries can challenge for the X-
Division Title later tonight.

Aries isn’'t happy because that title is beneath him. The X-Division Title
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is for people like Rockstar Spud, who comes out in objection. Spud is a
big Aries fan, but a statement like he just made hurts. Option C gave
people like Spud a chance to be World Heavyweight Champion because it
gave them a reason to believe in themselves. Austin laughs this off

because Option C was made for people like himself, not Rockstar Spud.

Yeah Angle beat him once, but that would only happen one out of ten
times. Spud on the other hand would lost to him every time. Since Aries
has nothing to do tonight, why doesn’t he beat Spud up instead? Spud
thinks he can beat Aries instead of just hanging with him, which makes
Aries say he’ll leave if he loses tonight. Ray accepts that as a contract
and the match is on for later tonight. Aries agrees, but wants the

Rockstar moniker if he wins.
The Jarretts are here.

Chris Melendez tells Kurt Angle that he has to beat Eric Young to move

forward in his career.

Sgt. Chris Melendez vs. Eric Young

Angle is out with Chris. Before the match, Melendez says he’ll keep
fighting no matter what, just like he did overseas. Young comes out and
says Melendez doesn’t want him coming in there because it will end badly
for him. The bell rings and Eric slaps him in the back of the head a few
times as we’'re suddenly told Aries vs. Spud is next week at No Surrender.
Is there even a point to having specials when they’re the same shows we
get every week? Young stays on him and drives some elbows into the back
of the head before a quick piledriver is good for the pin 3:12. Well that

was a waste of time.

Rating: D. TNA, I know Melendez is a cool story, but there is nothing
interesting about him. He’s nothing special in the ring, he’s nothing
special on the mic and his one legged gimmick is long past its expiration
date. What is there about him that is supposed to interest me? Nothing to
see here and I have a feeling it'’s going to keep going.

Sting Hall of Fame video.



Matt Hardy doesn’t know what stipulation he’s picking for his title match
against Ethan Carter III. “We will announce the stipulation later.” JB
wants to know who the other half of we is, even though it was already

announced next week.

Knockouts Title: Brooke vs. Marti Bell

Brooke is defending yeah this is just the token title defense against the
former champion’s lackey. The champ cleans house to start but goes after
Taryn (in a tutu), allowing Marti to get in a cheap shot to take over.
Brooke comes back with a quick shot to the face for two, only to have a
kick to the jaw change control back to Marti. A superplex is broken up
though and Brooke nails a middle rope clothesline. Brooke gets two off a
Russian legsweep but the Dollhouse tries to interfere, only to have Gail
Kim....play her entrance video for a distraction, allowing Brooke to hit
the Butterface Maker on Marti to retain at 4:40.

Rating: D. I'm so sick of this division. They had something interesting
in the Dollhouse but they take the title off Taryn for the sake of
pushing Brooke, who is there for one thing and one thing only. Oh and we
get Gail Kim being all serious because what else is she supposed to do?

Lame match too.
Kurt Angle Hall of Fame video.

More from Tigre Uno in Tijuana, this time talking about what TNA has done
for his family. He loves lucha libre and thinks it’s better than anything

in the world. These aren’t exactly thrilling statements.
Tigre Uno calls Donald Trump a coward.
Ethan Carter III isn’t worried about what stipulation Matt picks.

Here are Carter and Tyrus for Matt’s announcement. Remember when World
Title matches were just wrestling matches? After saying Bully sucks eggs,
Carter rips on the Hardys for being a couple of North Carolina
hillbillies. If this was against Jeff Hardy then maybe Ethan would be
worried but Jeff broke his leg on a motocross bike. Ethan says Matt isn’t
a World Title contender so here’'s Jeff to object.



Jeff admits that he cried from the pain of his broken leg but he conquers
fears. Before Carter knows it he’ll be dropping titanium shins on Ethan’s
face. Before Carter knows it, Jeff will be the next World Champion. It'’s
nice to see Jeff admitting that his brother has no chance. This brings
out Matt who draws a NEXT WORLD CHAMP chant.

Matt talks about the Hardys being told they can’t do it and always
proving people wrong. It’s not a competition between the brothers to see
who 1is best, which is why Jeff is supporting him this week. Jeff gets to
make the announcement but instead of saying anything, he asks Matt to
pull some stuff out from under the ring. Matt pulls out a table, a chair
and a ladder because WHAT ELSE WOULD THE HARDYS PICK??? In case it’s not
clear, next week is Full Metal Mayhem. On top of that, no one is allowed
at ringside during the match. This took WAY too much time for the only

possible conclusion.
Team 3D Hall of Fame video.
Magnus and Mickie James are ready for James Storm and Serena.

James Storm/Serena vs. Mickie James/Magnus

This is a result of Storm being a psycho who tried to get Mickie in the
ring for one last match as a way to get inside her head and make her join
the Revolution. The guys officially get things going with Magnus in
control until Storm gets in a knee from the apron. Storm slaps on a

chinlock and we take a break.

Back with Mickie chasing Serena around, only to allow Storm to plant
Magnus with a Backstabber. Storm throws his sweat on Mickie and puts
Magnus in a quickly broken chinlock. Magnus can’t get anything going
though as he charges into Closing Time (Codebreaker) to keep him in

trouble. Josh thinks it’'s a gutbuster for reasons not entirely clear.

Both guys try cross bodies and it’s off to the girls with Mickie cleaning
house. Everything breaks down and Storm goes after Mickie, only to get
speared down for his efforts. Serena calls out Khoya, who hits Storm with
the stick by mistake. Magnus adds a powerslam to Storm and the MickieDT
ends Serena at 12:15.



Rating: D+. I don’'t know if it’'s been the boring show that led up to it
but MY GOODNESS I did not care about this match. Serena could have been
any warm body out there and she didn’t add much to the match. It doesn’t
help that this feud basically ended a few weeks back but they dragged
them out there one more time for the “blowoff”, which really didn’t do
anything. Boring match which was mainly about the men while trying to be
about the women.

Storm gets a MickieDT for good measure.

Mr. Anderson is worried about facing Bram because of the depths he’ll
have to sink to.

Bram suggests Anderson kiss his kids goodnight and tell them goodbye
because he isn’t going home.

We run down the No Surrender card.

Video on Jeff Jarrett’s career. I do get a good chuckle of TNA trying to
make Jarrett seem like someone on Rock and Austin’s level, especially
after they spent so much time ripping on him over the years.

Here’s Dixie Carter to induct Jarrett into the Hall of Fame. She tells a
story of meeting Jeff when she lived in Tennessee and compares him to
George Bailey from It’s A Wonderful Life. Dixie welcomes the Jarretts to
the ring and after a break, it’s time to hear from Jeff. Jeff thanks
everyone who has ever bought something from TNA and everyone who has ever
worked for TNA. He leaves off people who have done work for them but
haven’t actually gotten paid but I'm sure they’'re included too.

Jeff lists off a bunch of production guys and office workers in what felt
like something special. Mike Tenay gets thanked for holding things in
place when they fell apart at times. “Don West not so much.” Then you
have the X-Division, Knockouts and tag teams who all work so hard and
prove that it can be more than just heavyweights main eventing. The
heavyweights get a thank you as well, including AJ Styles.

Jarrett talks about a falling out with his dad (a legendary promoter in
his own right) over this company but thanks him so much for getting him



here. His children are the reason he’s here and even though they drive
him crazy, they keep him going. Last but not least in family is Jeff’s
wife Karen, who has been Jeff’s rock. A quick thank you to the fans leads
to a THANK YOU JEFF chant and the roster (like 15 people) come out to
applaud as the show ends. This was a nice ceremony and speech, but it
felt really rushed because of the lack of time.

Overall Rating: F+. This was awful. With under twenty minutes combined of
actual wrestling (if you count the commercial in the tag as ring time
they crack it by less than ten seconds) and a bunch of last second
building to a “special” that was announced tonight, what was the point of
this show? To show that Jarrett is still a big deal? They did that
already with all the packages and Slammiversary main event.

This show felt like it went on forever and built up nothing interesting.
No Surrender feels like a show that is there to pop a rating, which TNA
has kind of almost sort of done what, once or twice ever? I really didn't
care for this show and I didn’t want to sit through the rest of it, but
that’s all we get these days in TNA. The wheels are falling off and the
TV is getting worse and worse every single week. GFW getting here is
supposed to be their saving grace, but TNA is barely worth saving at this
point.

Results

Eric Young b. Sgt. Chris Melendez — Piledriver

Brooke b. Marti Belle — Butterface Maker

Mickie James/Magnus b. James Storm/Serena — MickieDT to Serena

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new

book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:


http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Impact Wrestling - May 29,
2015: Does It Really Matter
Anymore?

Impact Wrestling
Date: May 29, 2015
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida

Commentators: Josh Matthews, Al Snow

After all the insanity that’s been going on behind the scenes in this
company, they’'re really in need for a good show to calk things down a
bit. This show is being billed as May Mayhem, which is their version of a
pay per view this month. The main event is Eric Young challenging Kurt
Angle in an I Quit match. Let’s get to it.

Eric Young pulls up to the arena where Kurt Angle is waiting on him. They
slug it out in the parking lot until security breaks it up.

Knockouts Title: Gail Kim vs. Taryn Terrell

Inside a cage with Taryn defending. Gail goes right after her in the
aisle and takes over before the bell. They finally get inside with Kim
still dominating until Marti Belle reaches through the cage to pull Gail
down, allowing Taryn to ram the ring finger into the cage to take over.
Gail fights back again with ease until she tries to climb out, allowing
the Dollhouse to interfere again, allowing Taryn to hit a quick Cutter
for the pin at 5:20.

Rating: D. Well aside from how great Taryn looked, this was borderline
worthless. At the end of the day, you need more than five minutes for a
cage match. This is supposed to be some big blowoff to the feud and
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instead the whole thing can’t even make it to six minutes? The Dollhouse
is awesome, but they played it pretty straight here, which defeats the
purpose.

Post match the Dollhouse goes after Gail until Awesome Kong comes out.
They manage to lock the door though, setting up the big beatdown. Taryn
takes Gail's ring off and stomps on Gail's ring finger, apparently
breaking it so the ring can’t go back on. Josh: “I know Taryn has issues
we’'re not supposed to talk about on air but this is going too far.”

So, unless they’'re actually going to say what happened in Taryn’s
marriage, this is going to be another big tease that never goes anywhere.
Also, this would be more effective if they didn’t keep name dropping
Gail’'s celebrity chef husband, who is so famous that I’'ve already
forgotten his name.

Quick recap of James Storm being creepy and getting Mickie James to come
back for one more match. Her husband Magnus isn’t pleased with this but
that’'s exactly what Storm wanted. Josh: “This isn’'t PG.”

Here’'s Mickie (in a very, very revealing dress) to talk about things. She
can’'t wait for the one more match but tonight she needs to talk about
family and the heart. Magnus is her fiance, but James Storm has been a
friend for years now. This brings out Storm, prompting Mickie to
apologize for Magnus bashing him in the head with a guitar. James doesn’t
need to hear that but Mickie insists on apologizing, even though Magnus
is just trying to protect his family.

Storm insists he’s not a bad guy (has any good guy ever had to say that?)
because if holding a door open for a woman or keeping her from getting
attacked by Bram makes you a bad man, then yeah he’s a bad man. We hear
about all the gifts James bought the family but Mickie didn’t think some
of them were that funny.

James redeems himself by surprising Mickie by saying he’s set up some
meetings with big names (like Billy Corgan) who want to meet Mickie and
advance her career. Whatever Mickie picks, he’ll have her back. Storm
leaves and Mickie tells the Cowboy (her word) she’ll see them in

Nashville. There was a very subtle addition here as Storm kept inching



closer to Mickie, making her back up a half step every little bit.

Kenny King isn’t worred about defending the X-Division Title in a
gauntlet match.

Eric Young shows us a Tweet that we can’t see and headbutts through a

window.

X-Division Title: Gauntlet Match

Why do we always need a gauntlet match or an elimination match or
something other than a scheduled one on one match? There are seven people
in this and another enters every 90 seconds. The first five will be
eliminated over the top but when there are only two left, it’s a regular
match for the win. Manik is in first and Rockstar Spud is in second and
Champion Kenny King will be in seventh. Both guys go for eliminations
until Manik sends him into the corner and DJZ, now with a blue/purple
mohawk, is in third.

Manik gets double teamed until Mandrews is in fourth after a low less
than ninety seconds. Spud and Mandrews team up on Manik but Spud can’t
quite get him out, even as he bites Manik’s fingers. No one is eliminated
yet and Argos is in fifth to speed things up for all of five seconds.
Mandrews misses a shooting star and gets sent to the apron, setting up a
kick to the face and a ram into the post for the first elimination.
Crazzy Steve is in sixth as we take a break.

Back with Tigre Uno, who entered sixth during the break, being
eliminated. Kenny King comes in seventh and the final group is everyone
other than Tigre Uno. A big kick to the head drops Manik and another kick
does the same to Young. Steve gets in a few shots and chokes over the
ropes, only to get superkicked out to put us at five. Argos gets kicked
to the floor for an elimination, followed by Spud jumping on King’'s back.
He manages to avoid elimination but eats the Royal Flush.

DJZ gets back up with a belly to back suplex into a facebuster on King,
only to get backdropped out by Manik a few seconds later. Down to Manik,
Spud and King with Manik offering an alliance with the champ. Spud is

tossed to the apron but Manik jumps King from behind, only to be thrown



out with an assist from Spud to get us down to the singles match. King
chops Spud down and rips at his face but the Royal Flush is countered
into a small package to give Spud the title at 16:48.

Rating: D+. So here’s one of TNA’s major troubles explained in one match.
This was a major title match and had no build, no hype, and nothing
interesting. There was no drama to anything here as the people came in
and were eliminated before we got down to the final two for a very quick
match with Spud winning. There was no reason to care about this and it a
lot of that is due to how the match was booked instead of the action. The
wrestlers didn’t have time to do anything and it caught up with them
quickly.

Dirty Heels vs. Wolves

This is match #2 in a best of five series with the Wolves up 1-0. Roode
throws Aries through the ropes for a suicide dive to start but Davey runs
inside for a dive of his own on Aries. The Wolves double team Roode
inside until Austin gets back in and things settle down a bit. Edwards
chops away at Aries but Austin punches him in the face, setting up a tag

to Roode for chops of his own.

The Heels (who aren’t heels) load up what looked like a Sharpshooter but
Aries gets kicked into his partner, allowing the Wolves to double team
even more. Davey puts Rode into a reverse figure four (with Roode facing
the mat and Davey facing up) for a unique looking submission. The German
suplex into the jackknife rollup gets two as the announcers are
overhyping the heck out of this. Eddie puts Roode in a chinlock for a bit
until Bobby fights up and makes the hot tag to Aries.

Austin speeds things up and snaps both Wolves’ throats across the top,
setting up a missile dropkick to Edwards. There’s the Last Chancery on
Davey and a Crossface to Eddie but both Wolves make the ropes. Something
like Chasing the Dragon but with a Michinoku Driver instead of a
brainbuster gets two on Aries but he pops right back up for the running
dropkick in the corner, followed by the 450 to Eddie with Davey making
the save. Another Last Chancery has Edwards in trouble but Richards comes
in off the top with a double stomp for the save, setting up the powerbomb



into a Backstabber to pin Austin at 11:09.

Rating: B. This was straight out of the indy playbook with the entire
match being action from bell to bell. That sounds cool on paper, but
between everything going all over the place and Josh telling us about two
minutes in that this was a classic and something we were going to
remember forever, the match kind of dulled on me very quickly. It’s
definitely fun, but I prefer building up to the insane finish instead of
just having it run the entire match.

Kenny King can’t get hold of MVP and wants him to call back.

Here’'s Angelina Love to deal with Velvet Sky, who is sitting in the
audience. Love brings out her own personal security to deal with Velvet
if she tries anything. She screams at Velvet (with a voice that Vickie
Guerrero would find annoying) and tells her to try something, of course
drawing Velvet over the barricade for a quick beating until security
pulls her off. Sky beats up security and goes after Love again until
she’s handcuffed and taken away.

Mr. Anderson is very happy to not have Tyrus around for his match with
Ethan Carter III tonight.

Ethan Carter III vs. Mr. Anderson

Anderson has a one man cage to lock Tyrus inside, guaranteeing that it's
one on one. Amazingly enough, Tyrus doesn’t want to go in so Anderson
goes after him, allowing Carter to ram him face first into the cage. Back
in and a quick suplex gets two for Carter as Snow challenges Dixie Carter
to a street fight. A running clothesline gets two more on Anderson but he
throws Carter through the ropes and into Tyrus, who still isn’t in the
cage. Anderson nails Tyrus with a chair a few times to FINALLY get him in
the stupid cage.

They slug it out back inside with Anderson taking over with the usual. A
powerslam and backdrop get two each but Mr. gets crotched on top, setting
up a TKO for two. Carter hits a Stinger Splash (complete with shout) but
the 1%er is countered into a Regal Roll and Swanton for the same. The Mic
Check connects for two and Anderson is stunned. He loads up another but



Carter counters into a 1%er for the clean pin at 8:00.

Rating: C-. That's a pretty clear ending to the feud, but my goodness TNA
needs to slow down. This match started with a flurry with the Tyrus stuff
then was just trading big moves for a few minutes until Carter won. They
have to speed through everything on every show because they need to get
so much stuff in. Calm down a bit and spread some stuff out so that stuff

like this can have time to breathe.

Anderson offers a handshake but Carter shoves the hand away. Tyrus is

left in the cage.

Rockstar Spud is very, very happy to be a two time champion. He hasn’t
even had time to think about Destination X and Option C yet but maybe he
needs a new goal.

TNA World Title: Eric Young vs. Kurt Angle

Angle is defending and this is an I Quit match. Both guys come out with
security after being separated all night in another idea that didn’t go
anywhere. Angle goes right at him to start and they’re slugging it out a
minute in. Eric tries to jump over him in the corner but gets caught in
rolling Germans to knock him even sillier. He won’t quit though so Kurt
rolls even more Germans, only to be sent to the floor as we take a break.
Back with Young slapping on a Figure Four for a bit until Angle turns it
over, sending Young to the ropes.

Eric can’t get an Angle Slam so he puts Kurt in an ankle lock with a
grapevine, only to have Kurt reverse into something resembling a Figure
Four. More ropes are grabbed so Young goes up, only to dive into the real
ankle lock. Young taps so Angle lets go, but Young never said I Quit. The
distraction lets Young hit a low blow and piledriver. Still no quitting
so Young loads up another piledriver, only to be countered into the ankle
lock with the grapevine to retain Angle’s title at 13:10.

Rating: C-. Raise your hand if you expected ANYTHING but that as the
ending. That’s where this match and feud died with me: no one in their
right mind thought Young was winning the title at any point in this feud
and that makes for some very dull matches. The match was watchable, but



my goodness don’t let this feud keep going any longer and get Young down
the card where he belongs.

Overall Rating: D+. This one didn’t do it for me. They were flying
through every possible thing they could get through tonight and it made
the show a lot weaker than it should have been. The matches were good
while they lasted, but none of them had time to set up any kind of story
or psychology, which really kills the show.

We've got a few weeks before Slammiversary and then just a few weeks
before Destination X and then a few months before the show is probably
getting kicked off the air because not enough people watch it. Could it
be because they rush through hastily announced gimmick matches like these
and don’'t let anything have a proper build because they have to get
through everything they can when they have two pay per views a year and
seemingly could do things at whatever pace they want? This was an action
heavy show but the lack of a foundation takes away anything good they had

set up.
Results
Taryn Terrell b. Gail Kim — Cutter

Rockstar Spud won a gauntlet match, last eliminating Kenny King — Small
package

Wolves b. Dirty Heels — Powerbomb into a backstabber to Aries

Ethan Carter III b. Mr. Anderson — 1%er

Kurt Angle b. Eric Young — Ankle lock

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new

book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume III at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOOXOUNBEA

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:


http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00XOUNBEA

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Impact Wrestling - May 1,
2015: Show Me The Crazy

Impact Wrestling
Date: May 1, 2015

Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Josh Matthews, Al Snow

This is another special episode with Hardcore Justice, which was a One
Night Only special in early April. Hopefully this is a bit of a better
card as that show was just a step above a nightmare. Kurt Angle is
scheduled to defend the World Title against Eric Young, but that was the
case last week as well. Let’s get to it.

The opening video talks about making things hardcore tonight.

Davey Richards/Hardys vs. Revolution

Street fight with Khoya/Manik/Abyss here and the fight starts in the
aisle before we have time for entrances. Davey hits a nice delayed
vertical suplex on Manik but Khoya is laying waste to Jeff on the floor
with a trashcan lid. Poetry in Motion hits Manik and Abyss takes one as
well but with a chair as a bonus. A Twist of Fate looks to set up the
Swanton on Abyss but Manik makes a save. Khoya muscles Jeff off the top
for a slam and pounds away as this is still all over the place. Matt
cleans house with a chair and some trashcan shots until Manik takes him
down with another trashcan.

Back in and a big Tower of Doom leaves only Abyss standing but Davey
flips out of a chokeslam attempt and nails Creeping Death to send Abyss
outside. Khoya joins his partner and gets taken down by Davey’s suicide
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dive. Jeff dives as well, leaving Matt to hit the Side Effect on Manik.
Davey hits a top rope double stomp for two but Abyss makes the save with
a chokeslam. We get Abyss’ old crotching himself on a chair spot, setting
up the Twist and Swanton for the pin for Jeff at 9:43.

Rating: C+. Well that was fun. There’s no sarcasm there as these guys
kept it moving for nearly ten minutes and just beat each other up. The
built in story of the Revolution destroying Eddie Edwards and Jeff gave
the match a purpose and the brawling held up. Good opener here.

James Storm comes out and tells Abyss that he’s failed once too often.

Mr. Anderson liked interrupting EC3 last week and has a campaign sign of
his own for tonight.

Package on Billy Corgan coming to TNA. This could be good, but it could
also be a disaster.

Here’'s Mr. Anderson wearing a tie and behind a podium. He doesn’t care
about campaign promises, but he does want to see Ethan Carter III getting
a whipping. This brings out Carter with Tyrus holding a campaign sign.
Fans: “YOU CAN’'T WRESTLE!” Anderson: “They think you can’t wrestle.”

Anderson says that if Carter wants the title, then he needs to come take
it. Carter mentions being undefeated and that gets Anderson to his point.
He unveils his own sign, which says Mr. Anderson to beat the streak. That
sounds like a step beneath conquering but close enough. Anderson wants a
match on the live show May 8 (first mention of the match being live) but
thinks we should let the fans vote. The match is on without any voting
but Carter warns Anderson to tread lightly. This election gimmick 1is

money .

X-Division Title: Kenny King vs. Mandrews vs. Tigre Uno vs. Rockstar Spud

Spud, who has injured ribs coming in, is defending in this ladder match.
Everyone busts out the dives to start with Mandrews topping them all with
a huge shooting star press to take out King and Uno. King makes a quick
save as Spud is still down on the floor. Tigre catapults the ladder into
Mandrews and King, only to have Spud shove the ladder over for the save.



King nails Spud in the bad ribs but walks into a tornado DDT off the
ladder. Tigre plants Mandrews with a kind of reverse Samoan drop, only to
have Spud shoves him off the top.

King goes back to the bad ribs with a hard ladder shot to the bandages
until Mandrews knocks Kenny to the floor. It’s Uno with the save this
time as he takes Mandrews down with a C4 off the ladder. Spud wins a
slugout with King but Kenny kicks him in the bad ribs. Tigre springs onto
the ladder but get slammed down. The distraction lets Spud get back up,
remove the bowtie, and bite King'’s face. A big right hand knocks King
down but Homicide breaks it up, sending the bad ribs down onto another
ladder. King gets up and wins the title at 7:54.

Rating: C. What happened to this division? It used to be one of the
highlights of the company but I can’t remember the last time there was a
story that didn’t involve Option C and Destination X. It’'s a title match,
a few random matches, then a big multi-man mess with four to seven guys
fighting for the belt and maybe one personality between them. Yeah the
spots are cool, but I'd love to see someone actually make the division
mean something again, even for a little bit.

Quick recap of Angle vs. Young.

We get to the voting for Carter vs. Anderson next week: you can vote for
arm wrestling or a falls count anywhere match. The voting idea is cool,
but does TNA have an app? You're not a real wrestling company if you
don’t have an app. And if TNA does have one, HOW MANY TIMES HAS IT BEEN
DOWNLOADED??? THIS IS VITAL INFORMATION TO MY ABILITY TO BE A WRESTLING
FAN!

Here’'s Eric Young with a stretcher. Angle has wanted to see the real Eric
Young, but the real version of him has been the one that has put everyone
on a stretcher just like this. Tonight he has Kurt Angle in a non-title
match, but that’s what Young wants. That means he can hurt Angle all he
wants and put him out forever. See, Young is crazy because he has big
eyes. You know who else has big eyes and is basically the exact same
character as Young, but with a lot more energy and presence.

The Beat Down Clan is ready to take Drew Galloway down in the pipe on a



pole match.

Rockstar Spud feels like he’s been robbed because his name was on a list
with Jerry Lynn and AJ Styles. He’ll get his title back. Spud showed good

emotion here and he’s growing on me more every time I see him.

Dollhouse promo with Taryn acting all psycho. She’s not worried about
Brooke because it’s playtime. This is their house. The Dollhouse.

Knockouts Title: Brooke vs. Taryn Terrell

Taryn is defending but Brooke knocks her into the corner and out to the
floor to start. Back in and some neckbreakers get two for Brooke but Jade
trips her up, allowing Taryn to take over. She rubs Brooke’s face into
the mat, starting a discussion of what the mat feels like. It’s not

really funny, but at least it’s not Tazz and Tenay chattering.

A standing Curb Stomp looks to set up a high cross body from the champ
but Brooke half dodges half falls out of the way. She nails a middle rope
X-Factor but the Dollhouse pulls Taryn outside. That'’s fine with Brooke
who dives on all of them with a nice plancha. Back in and Marti offers a
distraction, allowing Jade to shove Brooke off the top. Taryn’s cutter
retains the title at 7:18.

Rating: C. Not bad here but there was no doubt about who was going to win
here. They’'re setting up a cool idea here with the Dollhouse being
unbeatable and saying no one can beat her. That sounds like the calling
card for one more match from Mickie James, who might just win the title
and have one more run to further the wedge between her and Magnus?

The Dollhouse celebrates but Gail Kim comes out. Taryn points out that
it’s three on one but Kong comes out to help even things up. The

Dollhouse isn’t so sure now.
Slammiversary will be on pay per view on June 28.
Video on the Rising.

Low Ki vs. Drew Galloway




Pipe on a pole match, the second one I’'ve seen Drew in in three days.

Galloway has bad ribs coming in. They quickly head outside with the fans
holding Low Ki for chops from Drew. Chair shots are exchanged with Drew
getting the better of it but not being able to get the pipe. Drew can’t

’

hit a powerbomb onto the chair so Ki fires off kicks to the ribs. It’s
not enough to get the pipe down, but Ki kicks Drew onto the chair and

hits a Warrior’s Way to drive the ribs into the steel.

That'’'s only good for two of course, but suddenly Ki remembers the pipe.
Drew pops up to his feet and slugs it out on the top with the pipe
falling to the floor. Ki knocks him into the Tree of Woe but misses
another Warrior’s Way, allowing Drew to get the pipe. A shot to the ribs
gets two on Galloway but he hits a quick Future Shock onto the chair
(which doesn’t hurt his ribs whatsoever) for the pin at 7:25.

Rating: D+. Other than the story, there was zero need for this to be a
pipe match and the pipe didn’t even play into the finish. It’s basically
the same problem that killed the other pipe on a pole match, but at least
they used the pipe here. I'm still not seeing the point of this feud, but
this match didn’'t help things.

The BDC and the Rising come out for a big brawl.
We recap Storm talking Mickie James out of her retirement last week.

Mickie James was filmed earlier today when James Storm came up to her at
the market. Thankfully they were both mic’d up when Storm asked to hold
Mickie and Magnus’ son.

Magnus is in the ring but Storm cuts him off before he can say anything.
Storm says he wasn’t the one that said Mickie should have one more match
but Magnus is getting annoyed. Mickie isn’t one of the Revolution lost
souls and Storm can’t manipulate her. Storm smiles and says it was Magnus
who hired a camera crew. He implies that he and Mickie used to be a thing
and wonders why Mickie didn’'t tell him about running into Storm in the
parking lot. Good night how much better is Storm as the devil'’s advocate
instead of leading the horrible Revolution?

Angle says tonight is about violence and Young is leaving on a stretcher.



Eric Young vs. Kurt Angle

Non-title stretcher match but you win by strapping your opponent to a
stretcher, meaning no line to cross. Angle has a bruised knee and chest
coming in. They trade stomps to start with Young throwing Kurt to the
floor. Both guys are rammed into the steps with Angle getting the better
of it, only to get sent hard into the post as we take a break. Back with
Angle reversing a whip but getting punched in the jaw. A release belly to
belly puts Young down but Eric sends him outside. Young stomps him onto
the steps to put Angle down, allowing him to finally get the stretcher.

Angle can’t hit the German off the apron but he can roll the Germans back
inside. The third one causes a turnbuckle pad to be ripped off but they
fall to the floor with Kurt still holding the grip. A low blow with
Young's shin guard slows Kurt down but the piledriver is countered into a
catapult into the post. Angle hits the Slam on the floor but can’t strap
Young onto the stretcher. The piledriver is countered into the ankle lock
but Eric rolls him into the buckle. Now a pair of piledrivers connect and

Young straps him to the stretcher for the win at 15:21.

Rating: C. And my eyes roll again. There’s no crazy, there’s no reason to
believe Young is winning the title in the likely title match next week,
there’s no reason for Young to have this spot over his English
counterpart and there’s no reason to believe we’re not getting Carter vs.
Angle in the actually interesting feud. I can’t stand this story as it's
just killing time until we get to the feud people actually want to see.
Again, if Young actually acted crazy, I might care a little bit, but his
matches are just standard heel matches with a piledriver as a finisher.
It gets old hearing HE'S CRAZY when there’s no actual evidence of him
being crazy.

Overall Rating: C-. This didn’t do it for me as the hardcore stuff didn’t
change much. I like a lot of the places they’re going and next week has
potential to be interesting, but they MUST get past this Young main event
run as he’s just not in Angle’s league. Storm vs. Magnus, Gail/Kong vs.
the Dollhouse and Galloway vs. the BDC are all good though and I could go
for Spud fighting to get his title back as well. It’s a passable show,
but the hardcore stuff didn’t add much.



Results
Hardys/Davey Richards b. Revolution — Swanton Bomb to Abyss

Kenny King b. Rockstar Spud, Tigre Uno and Mandrews — King pulled down
the title

Taryn Terrell b. Brooke — Cutter
Drew Galloway b. Low Ki — Future Shock on a chair

Eric Young b. Kurt Angle — Young strapped Angle to a chair

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1998 Pay Per View reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOOUYAMB8U

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Impact Wrestling — April 24,
2015: It Can Be Done

Impact Wrestling
Date: April 24, 2015

Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida

Commentator: Josh Matthews

This is a special episode, focusing on the Knockouts. We’ll be seeing new
Knockouts debut, a Knockouts Title match with Taryn Terrell defending
against Awesome Kong, a four way for the #1 contendership and an
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announcement on Mickie James’ in ring future. In non-Knockouts news, we
have another announcement from Ethan Carter III and Kurt Angle defending
the World Title against Eric Young. Let’s get to it.

The opening video hypes this up as TKO: A Night of Knockouts.

Here’'s Angle to call out Eric Young for a talk. Eric comes out in his
crazy attire instead of the old version that Kurt wanted to see. Before
they fight tonight, Angle wants to know which version he’s getting. Young
talks about being called crazy all his life but one day last year, that
turned into a World Title. The crazy kept going but last week it stopped
when Angle turned his back on him to offer Eric a free shot. Eric says
he’ll fight Angle tonight, but it’s going to be the best version of him.

They shake hands but here’s Austin Aries, who says he’s cashing in
tonight so Eric can find something else to do. He tells Angle to go get
ready because it’s going to be one of the biggest fights of his life.
Young doesn’t look pleased and will likely be back around for later in
the night. Sidebar: what exactly is crazy about Eric Young? He'’s
certainly angry and aggressive, but not crazy.

Taryn Terrell says she’s keeping the title.

Gail Kim vs. Angelina Love vs. Brooke vs. Madison Rayne

Madison jumps Brooke in the aisle and it’s a big brawl before the bell.
We take a very early break and come back with Brooke and Madison fighting
over a suplex until Brooke gets sent to the apron, only to snap both
Madison and Angelina across the top rope. Gail gets back in it with a
double dropkick and a splash to Madison, only to eat Angelina’s spinwheel
kick to put her down again. Brooke gets knocked to the floor, leaving
Madison to get two off a northern lights suplex.

Gail sidesteps a missile dropkick but Brooke intercepts her charge and
hammers on Madison in the corner. A middle rope X Factor gets two on
Madison and Love gets dropped by a flapjack. We get the big multi-
submission spot which has never gotten a fall ever, followed by Brooke
dropping a top rope elbow on Rayne. Gail dropkicks Love down before both
good girls cross body each other down. It’'s time for the parade of



finishers and Brooke hits the Tesshocker on Madison for the pin at 10:40.

Rating: C. If the Divas got time like this, I might be able to care about
them a lot more. I also like that there aren’t many perky, happy
Knockouts. It helps to have some shades of gray in there and girls with
slightly more developed characters. Queen Bee, perky model and serious
wrestler aren’t in depth characters, but they’'re miles more defined than

Alicia Fox, Layla and Natalya.

The Rising wants a fight with the BDC tonight, one on one. I'm still
waiting on an explanation for why the Rising needs to exist.

Eric Young isn’t happy.

Micah vs. Kenny King

Rising vs. BDC. MVP says it'’s going to be one on one but King jumps Micah
in a surprise to get things going. The Rising is quickly ejected as Micah
fights back and stomps King in the corner. King sends him to the floor
for a beating from the BDC and puts on a chinlock, only to miss a
spinning kick to the head. A Big Ending puts King down but MVP distracts
the referee, allowing Low Ki to grab Micah’s foot. King kicks Micah in
the head for two but springboards into a Samoan drop to give Micah the
pin at 5:00.

Rating: C-. The match was fine but I have no idea why this feud needs to
exist. Both teams are pretty generic and they would have been better off
just doing MVP vs. Galloway. Not a bad match here but it’s a story I
don’t care about because I haven’t been given a reason to care.

The Rising runs in but gets beaten down, including some shots with a
pipe.

Post break, Galloway wants Low Ki next week in a steel pipe on a pole.

Jade vs. Laura Dennis

Dennis is better known as indy wrestler Cherry Bomb while Jade is Mia Yim
as one half of the Dollhouse. She and Marti Belle skip to the ring to
piano music and dance with each other in the ring. Laura kicks her in the



side of the head to start as a Cherry Bomb chant starts up. Jade gets
more fired up and pounds Laura in the head for two. Marti hands Jade
something that looked like a jawbreaker, which seems to fire Jade up even
more as she hits Laura in the head. Marti trips Laura up and gets ejected
so she nails the referee and helps with a double team on Laura for the DQ
at 4:03.

Rating: D+. Well that was creepy. Dollhouse is definitely something
interesting and WAY different than the rest of the Knockouts. It’s the
kind of different we haven’t seen since Winter, but hopefully this
doesn’t turn into something really stupid. Really effective debut though
and I want to see more from this team.

Dollhouse isn’t cool with how Christy announces the decision so they beat
her up and stick the jawbreaker in her mouth and dropkick her into the
steps.

Angle tells Young that he didn’t know Aries was going to do that. Young
says history keeps repeating itself but Angle offers him the next shot.
That’s not cool with Young, who threatens to leave. Amazingly enough,
Angle doesn’t try to stop him. Smart man that Kurt.

Magnus introduces Mickie James for her big announcement. Mickie talks
about her history in the ring and how amazing it feels to be in action,
but now she has something more important: their son Donovan. She’s very
grateful for the fans, but as of tonight, she’s going home to be a mom.
This brings out James Storm, who says people know he loves hot women,
fast cars and cold beer. He sees a female version of himself in Mickie
and knows she loves to hear those chants.

No one wants to see her go, but Magnus says this was too hard of a
decision. James keeps going but Mickie asks him to stop because her
decision is made. Storm understands the love she has for her son but
these people love Mickie James. He’'s asking for one more match and
actually talks Mickie into it. This was more Cowboy James Storm than
Revolution James Storm, which is rather interesting indeed. Magnus looks
annoyed at the decision but forces a smile.

During the break, Magnus says he supports the decision but still doesn’t



look thrilled. Davey Richards comes up and warns Magnus to stay away from
Storm because he’s evil. Magnus appreciates the advice.

Davey Richards vs. Manik

In a case of bad editing, Davey is in the ring three seconds after he was
shown walking to the ring and Manik gets an entrance. Feeling out process
to start with Davey nailing a dropkick but charging into a hurricanrana
with Manik going into a cross armbreaker. A snap suplex into a belly to
back puts Richards down for two and we hit the chinlock. Manik puts on
another armbreaker over the ropes but dives into a kick to the chest. The
double stomp misses so Davey throws him into the air for a kick to the
chest, setting up Creeping Death for the pin at 5:40.

Rating: C. Well, that was in fact a wrestling match and I'm kind of

struggling to come up with anything else to say about it. The X-Division
is just filler at the moment and I actually had to think for a second to
figure out who has the title right now. Nothing to see here but the match

was fine.

Post match the Revolution comes out to beat on Davey but the Hardys make
the save, likely setting up a six man.

Ethan Carter says he debuts a new campaign tonight.

Here are Ethan and Tyrus (in a suit and hat, holding balloons) for the
announcement. Josh says we'’ve been wondering about this for weeks. I’'ve
been wondering about it for maybe an hour and a half as I hadn’t heard
about it until the beginning of this show. Carter declares himself the
next World Champion and brags about beating every member of the Hall of
Fame. This brings out Mr. Anderson for some easy political jokes but
Tyrus gets in his face. Anderson gives a good speech about the work it
takes to win championships but Ethan wants to fight. They start brawling
but Carter bails before it gets too bad.

Video on Taryn Terrell wanting to fight Awesome Kong.

Knockouts Title: Awesome Kong vs. Taryn Terrell

Terrell is defending. Before the match, Taryn asks to make this No DQ and



Kong has no issue. Kong easily knocks her to the floor and giant swings
the champ into the barricade. It’'s kendo stick time, because those were
just laying under the ring in case a No DQ match broke out. Taryn escapes

a powerbomb into the steps and avoids a splash back inside.

An ax handle puts Kong down and it’s table time, as per the fans’
request. As she’s setting it up though, here’s the Dollhouse. They stand
at ringside as Kong puts Taryn on the table for a splash before getting
on the apron for some very weak kendo stick shots. Taryn gets up and a
triple powerbomb puts Kong through the table for the pin at 5:12.

Rating: D+. Angle instead of a match here but I'm digging the idea of
Taryn leading the Dollhouse. It’s certainly an interesting idea that they
haven’t tried before, and the Knockouts division has needed some fresh
blood for way too long now. Good idea here and an interesting turn.

Taryn grabs a mic and says everyone told her she couldn’t do it. Well now
no one can beat her because her friends don’t play nice. This is their
house: the Dollhouse. Jade and Marti dance around her before giving Kong
the jawbreaker.

Aries is coming to the ring and runs into Young as he leaves. Austin

apologizes and offers Eric the first shot.

Magnus comes up to the production staff and asks them to follow Mickie
while he’'s working.

TNA World Title: Austin Aries vs. Kurt Angle

Angle is defending but it’s 10:56 and Angle’s music hasn’t even started
playing yet. As you probably expect, Eric Young sneaks in and attacks
Aries with the briefcase before Kurt appears and piledrives him on the
floor. A second piledriver on the steps FINALLY brings Angle out for some
shouting. Young sends Angle into the steps to bust him open and goes
after the knee, setting up the Figure Four.

The show ends with a preview for next week’s Hardcore Justice, which was
April’s One Night Only and includes at least one match from the show.
That’s a new idea and based on the old One Night Only shows, one of the



worst possible things they could do.

Overall Rating: B. Other than the Eric Young stuff (more on that later),
I really liked this show. The Dollhouse is an interesting idea and a
fresh direction for the division and the focus on the Knockouts held up
WAY better than I was expecting. As I said earlier, just adding some
character to their matches helps it so much and gives you something to
cheer for. I also dug the idea of Storm going after the family unit for
whatever reason. Him not having the Revolution around him makes him so
much more enjoyable too.

As for Young, this was another example of why I don’t like him in this
spot. In addition to not liking the CRAZY thing (because he isn’t acting
crazy), there are so many other people who could be in this spot. Storm,
Carter, Bram, Aries, even MVP or Galloway would be more interesting
opponents for Angle. Young comes off as a guy who is in over his head and
is just there to get beaten in the end. Why have average when you could
have really good? Anyway, really solid show tonight and a very big

surprise.

Results

Brooke b. Gail Kim, Angelina Love and Madison Rayne — Tesshocker to Rayne
Micah b. Kenny King — Samoan drop

Laura Dennis b. Jade via DQ when Marti Belle interfered

Davey Richards b. Manik — Creeping Death

Taryn Terrell b. Awesome Kong — Powerbomb through a table

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1998 Pay Per View reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOOUYAMBS8U

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:


http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00UYAMB8U

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Impact Wrestling - April 3,
2015: Pay Per View Without
Paying

Impact Wrestling
Date: April 3, 2015
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida

Commentators: Josh Matthews, Taz

We’'re still in Orlando and the big story tonight is who gets to be the #1
contender. A large group of people want the shot at Angle but tonight
Lashley gets the World Title shot at Kurt Angle. As far as other in ring
action goes, tonight we have Bobby Roode vs. Eric Young in what is being
billed as their final showdown. Let’s get to it.

This show is also billed as bell to bell, but it’s not yet clear what
that means.

On tap for tonight, Lashley vs. Angle for the title, Gail Kim vs.
Angelina Love, Magnus vs. Bram in a falls count anywhere match and Young

vs. Roode in a submission match.

Eric Young vs. Bobby Roode

Before the match, Young says all good things must come to an end.
Tonight, he says he’s ending Roode’s career and tonight it’s the final
chapter for Roode. Matthews says this feud has become like Pacquiao vs.
Mayweather. No, no it hasn’t. Roode says he’s already won two matches
against Young but now Young wants to be the #1 contender. Tonight, Roode
is making sure that this story ends forever. Young promises to make Roode
tap, so Roode accepts this as a submission match, even though that was
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announced earlier in the show.

The fight starts on the floor with Roode getting the better of it but
coming back inside to get stomped down. Josh talks about an interview
with the referee earlier in the week where he talked about this kind of a
match, making the pre-match promo sound even more out of place. They head

back outside with Young in control and raking the eyes.

Roode can’t get the Crossface as Young makes it to the ropes, which the
announcers cover by saying the referee wasn’t going to call submissions
in the ropes despite a lack of disqualifications. Not the best
explanation but it’s better than nothing. Back in again and Roode gets
kicked in the leg but still catches Eric in the spinebuster. We come back
from a break with Roode getting thrown out of the corner and jarring his
knee again.

Young throws on a leg bar but Bobby is next to the ropes, which gets a
count from the referee. It’s time for Young to get psycho again and bend
the knee around the post with something like Bret Hart’s Hartbreaker. The
referee breaks it up again and Roode gets back up for a quick Crossface.
Young has a bad arm coming in but is able to get to the ropes for the

break.

Instead Roode puts on a Boston crab but gets kicked to the floor on the
escape. Young sends the knee into the steps again and we hit the figure
four inside. Bobby turns it over and the referee is bumped, just as Roode
puts on the Crossface to make Young tap. No referee though so Young hits
a leg lariat and turns his leg brace around to make the Figure Four hurt
even worse, forcing Roode to tap at 16:58. So we’re back to Garvin vs.
Valentine from 1990 now?

Rating: B-. Gah of course Young wins because WE MUST PRAISE HIS NAME for
being all intense and looking like he’s trying to scare small children.
See, he’'s really crazy and we have to watch him hurt people, likely
because he’s one of the only people they know won’t leave. I'm sick of
seeing Young pushed and having him trade wins with Bobby Roode isn’t
going to make me care about him.

Here’'s Davey Richards with both tag belts. Eddie Edwards follows him out



on crutches and it looks like the titles are going to be vacated. Eddie
says he’s broken his heel in half and the titles are going to have to be
held up as the Wolves can’'t defend them. JB asks Davey about a
replacement partner but Davey says the Wolves aren’t the Wolves without

Eddie so no deal. They'’ll be coming for the titles when his foot heals.
Lashley promises to get his title back.

Angelina Love vs. Gail Kim

Love says she flaunts what she has but she’s also a great wrestler. She
promises to prove it tonight and blasts Gail in the face at the opening
bell. A side slam gets two on Gail as the announcers argue over whether
being a champion means you’re the best. Josh says holding the belt means
you're the best, which is what the belt used to mean a long time ago
before someone decided they were just props you pass around for fun. They
head outside with Gail being sent into the apron but coming back with a
Russian legsweep to send Love into them as well.

Both girls beat the count back in and slug it out with Gail taking over
and scoring with a missile dropkick for two. Eat Defeat is countered so
Gail goes up for a hurricanrana, only to have Love just stand there as
Gail crashes. It was supposed to be a powerbomb counter I think but Love
didn’'t actually use her arms. The Botox Injection gets two as Gail gets
her foot on the ropes. Another attempt hits the ropes though and Eat
Defeat gives Kim the pin at 6:49.

Rating: D+. I'm not a fan of either of these girls and this didn’t make
me care much more. Gail in the title scene has been done so many times
that it’'s really hard to care, but I have a feeling they’re setting up
another Kong vs. Kim match because this company LOVES to recap stuff that
was cool ten years ago.

The cast of a ghost hunting show goes to the Revolution’s ranch. Storm
asks them to see if an old friend of his is still haunting a barn so the
cast investigates. They think there might have been a murder. More on
this later.

We recap Bram vs. Magnus, with Magnus wanting to be a family man and Bram



wanting him to be back like his old self again. Bram has gone insane over
it and attacked Magnus over and over, eventually bringing Magnus’
girlfriend Mickie James into it.

Magnus vs. Bram

Falls count anywhere. Magnus takes it right to the floor to start and
sends Bram into the barricade. They head up to the stage where Bram tries
a powerbomb like Magnus did last week but Magnus quickly counters out. He
can't piledrive Bram on the stage either and gets dropped by a low blow.
Back to ringside with Bram sending him into the apron but getting caught
by a missile dropkick back inside. Magnus can’t keep control though and
they head outside with Bram sending him into the steps. With an evil
smile on his face, Bram comes back in with some right hands but walks
into a clothesline as we take a break.

Back with Magnus punching from the middle rope as the announcers hype a
live Twitter on next week’s show. Both guys are down so here’s Mickie
James to cheer for Magnus but he wants her to leave. The distraction lets
Bram get a chair to blast Magnus in the back. He sends Magnus into the
post as well before laying him on the steps. Now Mickie gets in to
distract Bram but James Storm of all people comes out to say you don’t
hit a woman.

Magnus gets back up and stomps a charging Bram with a boot, setting up
something like a Rock Bottom for two. Magnus can’t follow up though and
gets chaired in the head for another near fall. The Brighter Side of
Suffering onto the chair gets two more and Bram is stunned. Back up and
Magnus hits a powerbomb, followed by a second powerbomb and the belly to
back into a Rock Bottom (the Spineshaker according to Wikipedia) for the
pin at 18:55.

Rating: B. I liked this more than I thought I would and I was very
relieved that Storm just stopped a single thing and then left. This
continues to be one of the best stories TNA has done in a very long time
and I didn’'t want the Revolution to screw that up. Good brawl here, but
the ending kind of came out of nowhere.

Angle says Lashley has never fought anyone like him.



Magnus goes up to ask Storm what that was about. Storm says he was
looking out for an old friend. Magnus isn’t sure what to think of that

and we can’'t see Mickie'’s reaction.
We look at Angle vs. Lashley with Kurt winning the title.

TNA World Title: Kurt Angle vs. Lashley

Lashley is challenging and wearing orange tonight. Angle’s entrance takes
place during the break. Feeling out process to start with Lashley
knocking him to the mat off a shoulder. Lashley slows things down with a
headlock and Kurt heads outside for a breather. Back in and Lashley
wrestles him to the mat but the champ fights up and nails a clothesline
to send Lashley outside. Back in again and Lashley drives a shoulder into
the ribs and puts on a bearhug. He switches over to a waistlock but the
fans get Kurt to fight up.

We come back from a break with Lashley still stomping away but getting
backdropped to the floor. Lashley gets back in but Angle can’t roll the
Germans on him. A spinebuster gets two on the champion and Lashley is
getting annoyed. He misses a big swing though and now some Germans
connect but Lashley grabs the ropes to counter the third. Kurt gets
caught in a running powerslam for two but the third attempt at rolling
Germans works better. The Angle Slam gets two and it’'s off to the ankle
lock but Lashley rolls him to the floor. A limping Lashley follows him
outside and sends Kurt into the steps.

They get back in with Lashley smiling, then no selling the ankle lock
with a one armed delayed vertical suplex. A good looking spear gets two
and Angle is bleeding from the back of his head. With nothing left to do,
Lashley goes up top but gets caught in a super Angle Slam for a close
two. Angle completely misses the moonsault and now it’s Lashley putting
Kurt in the ankle lock. The champ almost taps but rolls Lashley into the
buckle for a rollup to retain at 21:19. Lashley’s shoulder was clearly
off the mat.

Rating: B+. I liked the match but it didn’t quite hit the mark the
previous one did. This felt like they were going for the huge match feel

and it worked to a degree, but it felt more like they were just trying



instead of achieving. Still though, really good stuff here and more than
worthy of a TV main event.

Lashley shakes hands but the replay shows that his shoulder was indeed
up.

Overall Rating: B. Really solid show for the pay per view caliber show of
the month. The Knockouts weren’t great but Angelina hasn’t been a top
shelf worker for a good while now. The main event was good and Bram vs.
Magnus continues to be awesome. If they can find some way to maim Eric
Young and launch him to Mars, everything will be great in TNA all over
again. I'm still not sure what Bell to Bell meant but at least it was
still entertaining.

Results

Eric Young b. Bobby Roode — Figure Four

Gail Kim b. Angelina Love — Eat Defeat

Magnus b. Bram — Spineshaker

Kurt Angle b. Lashley — Rollup

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1998 Pay Per View reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOOUYAMBSU

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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