Slammiversary 2024: Just Like
The 0ld Days

Slammiversary 2024

Date: July 20, 2024

Location: Verdun Auditorium, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

This is one of the biggest shows that TNA presents every year
and we should be in for a good one as the show is fairly
stacked. The main event will see Moose defending the World
Title against five challengers at once, along with hometown
boy Mike Bailey challenging Mustafa Ali for the X-Division
Title. Let’s get to it.

Pre-Show: Faby Apache vs. Gisele Shaw vs. Tasha Steelz vs. Xia
Brookside

We get a loud TNA chant as Shaw and Brookside kick the other
two down. A celebration is cut off as Steelz shoves them into
each other though and the villains take over. Apache drops
Steelz though and grabs an early surfboard. Shaw is back in
with Shock And Awe for two as commentary talks about
everything else on the card. Steelz Codebreakers Apache to the
floor and hits a suicide dive, followed by Shaw diving onto
both of them.

Brookside dives onto all three of them (show off) and throws
Steelz back in for two. The Brookside Bomb is broken up so
Shaw Samoan drivers both Steelz and Brookside at the same time
(geez). Apache goes up but dives into a powerbomb, leaving
Shaw to spear Brookside. Shaw’s running knee hits Brookside
but Steelz grabs the pin at 6:37.

Rating: C+. This was a fine choice to get the show going and
warm the crowd up a bit but I really do not get that ending.
This felt like it was Shaw’s to win and instead it'’s Steelz,
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who hasn’t really been doing much lately. It’'s weird to go
with something that will deflate the crowd a bit, but at least
the action was good.

Pre-Show: Kushida vs. Rich Swann

Kushida is in Hakushi cosplay because...I have no idea really.
Swann is replacing an ill Jonathan Gresham. Kushida is slow to
start before grabbing a wristlock but it’s too early for the
Hoverboard Lock. They take turns flipping away from each other
and Swann is knocked into the ropes. Swann chokes on the ropes
and kicks him in the back but Kushida...stops to mediate,
earning himself another kick.

A dragon screw legwhip into a Tajiri handspring elbow staggers
Swann but he’s right back with the poisonrana. Swann’s Lethal
Injection gets two but the middle rope 450 misses. Kushida
punches him down, only to miss the moonsault, allowing Swann
to kick him in the face for two more. Swann takes too long
going up though and gets pulled down into the Hoverboard Lock
for the tap at 6:43.

Rating: C+. I'm guessing this was Kushida's response to
Jonathan Gresham being all evil and corrupted. All that did 1is
make me remember how horrible the Gresham stuff has been and
that’s not the best way to get things going. Other than that,
it was the kind of quality you would expect here, albeit with
Kushida’'s stuff not really fitting his usual style.

Pre-Show: Knockouts Tag Team Titles: Alisha Edwards/Masha
Slamovich vs. Spitfire

Spitfire is challenging. Threat and Slamovich start things off
with Threat cranking on the arm. Luna comes in to shove
Edwards down without much trouble so Threat adds a basement
clothesline for two. Slamovich slips in for a double suplex to
Threat and a trip to Luna makes it worse. A hard kick to the
chest gets two on Luna and a snap suplex is good for the same.



Luna manages to kick her way out of the corner and it’s back
to Threat to pick up the pace. A double running crotch attack
against the ropes connects on the champs and Edwards 1is
Michinoku Drivered onto Slamovich for two. The Hart Attack
gets two but Luna is sent outside, leaving the Snowplow to hit
Threat for a rather near fall. With nothing else working,
Slamovich distracts the referee so a belt shot can knock
Threat silly. A Steiner Bulldog retains the titles at 8:48.

Rating: B-. This was one of the better Knockouts tag matches
I've seen in a bit as they were given some time and didn’t
have a commercial in the middle. That makes for a nice
improvement and the action was there to back it up. The
division still lacks depth, but at least this felt like part
of a story rather than just a one off match.

Here is Santino Marella to say he used to live here and thanks
the fans for their biggest show in over ten years (nice job).
He even has a bonus match for us.

Pre-Show: Eric Young vs. Hammerstone

Nice to see Hammerstone back. Hammerstone wastes no time in
knocking him outside where a hard posting ensues. Back in and
a missile dropkick gives Hammerstone two as the fans chant
something in French. Young is back up with his slide between
the legs and a lariat but the top rope elbow takes too long.
The breaking up is broken up as well though and Young drops
the elbow for two. The piledriver is cut off with straight
power but Young slips out of the torture rack...and grabs a
rollup for the pin at 5:26.

Rating: C. I'm sorry what now? You have the return of a beast
like Hammerstone and he loses to Eric Young? That's one of
those things that feels like it is straight out of the TNA
playbook: when your company is feeling a bit stale, it’s time
to go with the guy who has been around for the better part of
twenty years. I'm fine with Young getting a win because he’s



someone the fans will get behind, but you can’t put some low
level villain out there instead of Hammerstone?

Post match Young thanks the fans for supporting the company
and says this is TNA.

And now, the show proper.
Annie St-Onge sings 0 Canada.

The opening video looks at recent events and talks about how
big of a show this is. We also get the normal looks at the
bigger matches.

Matt Hardy vs. JDC

Matt is Broken and out for revenge after JDC took out Rebecca
Hardy on Impact. The beating is on outside before the bell and
JDC (in his American flag pants) has to get in a quick flag
shot to take over. Now the bell rings and JDC sends him chest
first into the corner, meaning it's time for some dancing.

Hardy is draped over the top rope for a running boot to the
head and two, followed by an elbow to the face. The
bodyscissors works on Hardy’'s ribs for a bit but Down And
Dirty on the apron misses for JDC. Hardy sends him into the
corner over and over, setting up a middle rope elbow. The Side
Effect gets two but Dango is back with a Falcon Arrow. Another
Down And Dirty is broken up and a middle rope Twist Of Fate
gives Hardy the pin at 4:36.

Rating: C. This would have been short on Impact but it gave
the fans a nice moment while Hardy gets some revenge. The
stuff before the match felt like someone wanting to get back
at JDC but the rest was just a normal match. I'll take this
over Hardy being all weird though so this could have been
worse.

Post match Hardy hits two more Twists Of Fate to blow off some
steam.



The System, in their matching American flag track suits, 1is
ready to dominate tonight.

We run down the card.

Tag Team Titles: ABC vs. The System

The System, with Alisha Edwards, is defending. Austin strikes
away at Eddie to start and it’'s Bey coming in for a double
Japanese armdrag. A Hart Attack (with ABC in pink and black)
gets two on Myers but a running knee to the face hits Bey for
the same. Alisha gets in some choking from the floor but Bey
ducks a double clothesline and brings Austin back in (the fans
are REALLY pleased).

Bey is back up with a big running flip dive, only to have
Alisha distract Austin so Eddie can send him into the apron.
Back in and Eddie’s snap suplex gets two, which causes some
frustration to set in. Myers’ reverse chinlock doesn’t last
long so Eddie catapults Austin throat first into the middle
rope for a nasty impact. Austin fights up and makes the
tag...but Myers has the referee for the classic misdirection,
meaning no tag. The chinlock goes on for a bit, though Austin
is ready for the Roster Cut.

That’'s enough for the hot tag off to Bey so house can be
quickly cleaned. Eddie 1is sent outside but Alisha is right
there to cut off a dive. They all wind up on the apron, with
Bey hitting cutter to set up Austin’s big Fosbury flop. Back
in and Bey’s frog splash gets two on Eddie but the 1-2-Sweet
is broken up. Myers’ spear gets two on Bey so Austin comes
back in for a Magic Killer to Myers for two more. Alisha comes
in and accidentally gets caught in the Art Of Finesse, leaving
Myers to get caught in the 1-2-Sweet for the pin and the
titles at 16:44.

Rating: B. ABC is a heck of a team and they are becoming one
of the most decorated teams the company has ever seen. This
was treated as a big deal, even if it ends a mostly mediocre



run from the System. They were milking those near falls near
the end too and I was into it for most of the time. Solid
opener here.

Mike Bailey is so serious about winning the X-Division Title
that he speaks French.

Jake Something vs. Mike Santana

The fans are way behind Santana here. We start with a fight
over a lockup until Santana cranks on a headlock. Something
tells him to bring it with the running shoulders before
knocking a Thesz press out of the air. Back in and Santana
hits a heck of a springboard flip dive to drop Something and a
German suplex gets two back inside. Santana’s chinlock doesn’t
last long as Something fights up and grabs a slam.

Something stomps away in the corner until Santana scores with
a kick to the head. The rolling Buck Fifty connects for
Santana and a middle rope dropkick sets up a Cannonball for
two. Another Cannonball is pulled out of the air for a sitout
powerbomb but Santana runs the corner for a release German
superplex (dang that looked nasty). They slug it out with
Santana knocking him down, only for Something to tell him to
bring it. Spin The Block gives Santana the pin at 11:32.

Rating: B-. Sometimes you just need two strong guys beating
each other up until one of them gets the pin. That's exactly
what we got here and it was a nice addition to the card.
Santana continues to be someone that TNA 1is interested in
promoting and that is not a bad idea when he is putting in a
string of solid work. Something continues to feel like a
prospect but after all of these losses, it’s hard to imagine
he goes anywhere.

We look at Eric Young pinning Hammerstone on the pre-show.

Young talks about how big of a win that is and says he’ll be
watching the World Title match.



We recap the No Quarter Catch Crew invading TNA and the
Rascalz getting NXT’'s Wes Lee to help them fight back, setting
up a six man tag.

Rascalz vs. No Quarter Catch Crew

The Rascalz have Buzz Lightyear style gear and...yeah it’s
really not working. Lee’s 1in particular looks like he 1is
trying to wear the sexy Halloween version of the costume and
it’s kind of a disaster. Borne and Miguel start things off
with Miguel working on the arm. Dempsey comes in and gets
anklescissored by Lee and Wentz adds a Bronco Buster for two.
It’s off to Heights for a release German suplex and a
gutwrench suplex for two on Wentz.

Back up and Wentz brings in Miguel to send Borne into the
corner, meaning Dempsey needs to grab a suplex of his own. One
heck of a clothesline gives Heights two and it’s a suplex into
the chinlock. Miguel fights up and ducks a clothesline,
setting up a needed enziguri. The tag brings in Lee to clean
house but the Crew takes his partners own and triple teams
Lee.

Dempsey’s dragon suplex connects but Lee breaks it up with a
frog splash. Lee hits the big dive and Wentz has to break up a
double submission. Back up and Heights gets caught in the Soup
Kitchen (Dominator/top rope double stomp combination) and Hot
Fire Flame finishes for Wentz at 14:07.

Rating: B-. This was the way the match needed to go as it
gives us the feel good moment of the Rascalz not only coming
back together but also getting the win. You had to have the
villains come in from outside and lose, as there is no reason
to have them win. Perfectly nice match here, which was more
about the feeling than the wrestling.

We recap PCO challenging AJ Francis for the Digital Media (and
unofficial Canadian National Heavyweight Champion) Title.
Francis won the title and messed up PCO’'s date with Steph de



Lander, so it’s time for revenge.

Digital Media Title: PCO vs. AJ Francis

Francis, with Rich Swann and some rappers) 1is defending and
this is a street fight. Before the match, Francis mentions
that PCO has been attacked, so here is a casket, which 1is
struck by lighting to let PCO out. The brawl is on to start
with Francis getting in some chair shots. PCO shrugs that off
and hits a moonsault to the floor, meaning it’s time for a
table. That takes too much time so Francis is back with some
shots of his own.

A bunch of chairs are thrown in, with Francis putting a
trashcan over PCO’s head and then unloading on him with a
chair. A legdrop onto the trashcan gives Francis two but PCO
fights back with a clothesline. PCO goes up top but gets
pulled back down with an electric chair onto the chairs.
That’'s shrugged off as well, as PCO sends him through the
tables at ringside.

Josh Bishop (of Francis’ entourage) is up with some chair
shots and a toss Razor’s Edge onto some open chairs (GEEZ).
Sami Callihan comes in for a failed save attempt but Rhino
comes in for the save and the Gore to Swann. PCO is back up to
drop Francis and the PCOsault gets two. Francis hits a
Tombstone with the Undertaker cover for two but PCO chokeslams
him onto the chairs. Another PCOsault gives PCO the pin and
the title at 13:50.

Rating: C+. You can pretty much chalk this one up to an
obvious result, as there was no reason to believe that a local
legend was going to lose in his kind of match against a
loudmouth heel. This was tailor made for PCO to win in a feel
good moment and that is exactly what we were given.

Post match here is Steph de Lander...who proposes to PCO, who
accepts. Well that escalated quickly.



We recap Jordynne Grace defending the Knockouts Title against
Ash By Elegance. Ash says she deserves the title and cost
Grace the NXT Women’s Title. Grace wants revenge.

Knockouts Title: Jordynne Grace vs. Ash By Elegance

Ash, with her Personal Concierge, is challenging and flips out
of some early suplex attempts. Grace chops her down and hits a
spinebuster for an early two as we see a lurking Rosemary. The
interfering Concierge is ejected so Rosemary whips out a knife
to chase him off. Ash uses the distraction to get in a cheap
shot and take over with some shots to the back. A sleeper is
broken up with a drop down, setting up some not so snappy
powerslams.

Grace’s MuscleBuster gets two but Ash is back with a running
tornado DDT for the same. They go up top, where Grace grabs a
superplex and rolls into a Jackhammer for two. With nothing
else working, Grace just tackles her and hammers away. Ash
comes back with a Canadian Destroyer of all things but
Rarefied Air hits raised knees. Back up and a quick Sliced
Bread gives Ash two so she hammers on the back again. Grace
pulls her into a quickly broken sleeper and then reverses a
kick to the face into the Juggernaut Driver to retain at
12:009.

Rating: B-. I thought they might change the title here as Ash
had been pushed fairly strong coming into this. That being
said, Grace has been presented as the biggest star in the
division in a long time so this is only so surprising. The
division has some depth to give Grace some trouble and that
might make for some interesting results. For now though, good
match, with Ash holding her own.

We recap Mustafa Ali defending the X-Division Title against
Mike Bailey, another hometown boy. Bailey was granted a title
shot but Ali took it back before attacking Bailey'’'s partner
Trent Seven. Now it’s about revenge and the title.



X-Division Title: Mustafa Ali vs. Mike Bailey

Ali, with Campaign Singh, is defending and they fight over a
headlock to start. Ali snaps off a running hurricanrana for
two but Bailey kicks him down. The threat of the Tornado Kick
sends Ali out to the apron and a quick shot has Bailey in
early trouble. Bailey is right back to knock him to the floor
for the middle rope moonsault, with the fans greatly
approving. The Secret Service offers a distraction though,
allowing Ali to come back with a middle rope tornado DDT.

Back in and Ali’s rolling neckbreaker gets two, setting up the
chinlock to slow things down. A spinning Downward Spiral gives
Ali two and he is already looking frustrated. Back up and
Bailey hits a Falcon Arrow into a shooting star press for two
of his own. The moonsault knees only hit apron so Ali hits a
hard superkick. They both go up, where Bailey manages a super
Spanish Fly onto the Secret Service/Singh for the big
knockdown.

Back in and they trade rollups for two each (Ali’s cheating
doesn’t help) so Bailey knocks him down. The Ultimate Weapon
is knocked out of the air though and a Cheeky Nandos dropkick
rocks Bailey again. Bailey scores with another kick into the
Ultimate Weapon for the pin..but Ali’s foot was on the rope.
The referee accidentally gets kicked down so the Secret
Service and Singh come in to lay Bailey out.

Cue Trent Seven to break up the cover and take out Ali’s crew.
Ali gets in a cheap shot though...and Earl Hebner comes in to
referee. Ali grabs a Sharpshooter and Hebner teases calling
for the bell but can’t do it. The frustrated Ali gets a chair,
only to have Bailey kick it away. The Sharpshooter gives
Bailey the title back at 20:24.

Rating: B. This was more or less the amped up version of PCO’s
win with the more important title. Ali had held the title for
a long time and Bailey had to put in the work to get there.



That being said, naturally we just had to do the Montreal
Screwjob stuff because nothing else has ever happened in the
history of wrestling in this city.

the Personal Concierge yells at Santino Marella about what
happened. Hammerstone comes in to yell as well and the
Concierge seems interested.

We recap Moose defending the World Title in a six way and
qualifying matches ensued. There isn’t much more to it than
that, but Joe Hendry is the hottest thing in the world and has
his shot here.

TNA World Title: Moose vs. Nic Nemeth vs. Steve Maclin vs. Joe
Hendry vs. Frankie Kazarian vs. Josh Alexander

Moose is defending and this is elimination rules. Moose tries
to get the early alliance with Kazarian, who bails to the
floor..and then comes back in to stomp on Moose in the corner.
Kazarian is sent outside as well and the other four pair off
to start fast. Hendry throws Nemeth onto Moose and follows him
to the floor, leaving us with Alexander, Kazarian and Maclin
inside for a weird three way.

Kazarian gets beaten into the corner before Alexander and
Maclin can fight again, as is their custom. Alexander starts
snapping off the German suplexes to just about everyone,
including the rolling editions to Maclin for two. A double
German suplex sends Maclin and Kazarian flying but Moose is
back in to take over. Nemeth cuts that off and drops the ten
elbows but Moose rolls outside, meaning it’s a jumping elbow
to hit him as well.

Back in and Kazarian gets to hit some slingshot cutters for
two on Moose, leaving everyone down. Hendry comes back in but
Maclin is right there to send people outside, setting up the
series of Scuds. Back in and Maclin loads up the KIA on
Kazarian, only to get speared by Moose for the pin and the
elimination at 10:43.



The fans sing Maclin off so he flips them off on his way out.
Moose release Rock Bottoms Kazarian, powerbombs Hendry and
Buckle Bombs Nemeth. Another powerbomb gets two on Alexander
and another powerbomb onto the apron hits Kazarian. Hendry
jumps Moose though and Alexander hits the crossbody on the
apron to put everyone on the floor. They all fight up to the
stage, where Moose has to backdrop his way out of a C4 Spike
attempt.

Nemeth escapes the Fade To Black as well and superkicks
Kazarian off the stage and through a table. Most of them go
back to ringside, where Moose chokeslams Nemeth onto
Alexander. Hendry comes up behind him though and cutters Moose
for two. The fall away slams hit everyone else around and
Hendry 1is rolling. Moose spears Alexander and Nemeth but
Hendry reverses into a backslide. Back up and Moose kicks
Hendry in the face but gets dropped with a hard clothesline.
The Standing Ovation finishes Moose for the elimination at
21:37 and the fans believe that much more.

Then Alexander kicks Hendry low and hits him with the C4 Spike
for the elimination at 22:51 and the fans are GONE. Alexander
sits on Hendry and slaps him a bunch before going after the
referee. Nemeth breaks that up but gets caught with a
powerbomb backbreaker for his efforts. Alexander hammers him
own and poses a lot before going after Nemeth’s bad shoulder.
That’'s broken up though and Nemeth grabs a running DDT for a
needed breather. Another C4 Spike is escaped and Nemeth hits a
superkick to get rid of Alexander at 28:44.

We're down to Nemeth vs. Kazarian, the latter of whom hasn’t
been seen since going through the table. Kazarian comes back
in with a Fade To Black for two, followed by the chickenwing.
That's broken up and Nemeth hits a superkick for two more. A
Backstabber rocks Nemeth but he’s right back with a superkick
into the Danger Zone for the pin and the title at 30:51.

Rating: B. It was an action packed match and I got into it,



but the ending didn’t have much in the way of drama. The
bigger problem here though is the fact that it isn’t Hendry
winning. Nemeth winning isn’t a bad way to go, but ultimately
this is likely to be seen as the latest instance of the hot
homegrown star being passed over in exchange for the older
former WWE star. It’s still a good match and Hendry could win
the title (I'ULl give him until the end of Bound For Glory) but
there are going to be some annoyed fans and they might have a
good point.

Ryan Nemeth and a bunch of champions come out to celebrate to
end the show.

Overall Rating: B. The show was good with nothing overly bad
and some nice moments, but it didn’t have that one big match
or moment to carry it to the next level. It felt like the end
of the System’s dominance and that’s a big step, but the next
round of feuds should be interested. I was expecting a pretty
awesome show and only got a good one. That'’s not a terrible
way to go, but they need to follow up on this rather well.

Results

Tasha Steelz b. Faby Apache, Gisele Shaw and Xia Brookside —
Running knee to Brookside

Kushida b. Rich Swann — Hoverboard Lock

Alisha Edwards/Masha Slamovich b. Spitfire — Steiner Bulldog
to Threat

Eric Young b. Hammerstone — Rollup

Matt Hardy b. IJDC — Middle rope Twist Of Fate

ABC b. The System — 1-2-Sweet to Myers

Mike Santana b. Jake Something — Spin The Block

Rascalz b. No Quarter Catch Crew — Hot Fire Flame to Heights
PCO b. AJ Francis — PCOsault

Jordynne Grace b. Ash By Elegance — Juggernaut Driver

Mike Bailey b. Mustafa Ali — Sharpshooter

Nic Nemeth b. Moose, Frankie Kazarian, Josh Alexander, Steve
Maclin and Joe Hendry — Danger Zone to Kazarian



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Impact Wrestling — June 27,
2024 : You Can See
Slammiversary

Impact Wrestling

Date: June 27, 2024

Location: Cicero Stadium, Cicero, Illinois
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

We are closing in on Slammiversary and the big story is the
Road To Slammiversary tournament/competition, which will see
five challengers lined up to challenge Moose for the World
Title. Josh Alexander is already in but he is going to need
some fellow challengers. 0dds are we find out at least one of
them tonight so let’s get to it.
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Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

In Memory Of Sika.
Opening recap.
Opening sequence.

Here is Jordynne Grace for a chat. She knows Ash By Elegance
has been watching her for months, so the title match can be on
tonight. Cue the person concierge to introduce Ash, complete
with security. The match can indeed happen, but we’re going to
do it at Slammiversary while Ash goes to the Bahamas for a
breather. Security goes after Grace, who wipes them out
without much trouble until Santino Marella breaks it up. Masha
Slamovich comes to the ring for her match and has a staredown
with Grace.

Masha Slamovich vs. Xia Brookside

Alisha Edwards is here with Slamovich. They fight over wrist
control to start with Brookside taking over, only to have
Edwards offer a distraction. Brookside fights up and hits a
quick Broken Wings. The Brookside Bomb is broken up by another
Edwards distraction, meaning the Snowplow can finish Brookside
at 5:21.

Rating: C. Slamovich getting a shot at Grace, perhaps after
Slammiversary, 1is not the worst idea and it isn’t 1like
Slamovich and Edwards feel like a long term team. It’s
interesting to see where this could be going, though I could
also go for more from Brookside. She has the talent, but for
some reason she 1is never given much of a significant spot.

We look at First Class breaking up Steph De Lander and PCO’s
date last week.

First Class brags about their win and as a bonus, AJ Francis
has bought a title from a Montreal promotion. PCO has long
since wanted that title, but since Francis bought it, he’s the
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new International Champion.

Lars Frederiksen gives Spitfire a big pep talk before they
have to face each other.

Campaign Singh introduces Mustafa Ali for his state of the
union. Ali talks about the video where he degraded the X-
Division Title and put out an investigation into the video.
The reality is that the video was AI GENERATED and officially
fake news. He loves Chicago and it is #1, albeit partially in
crime, but it’'s time to move on to the next challenger. That
means a SPEEDBALL chant but Ali is looking at both the TNA and
other locker rooms.

Ali is cut off by more fans chanting for Speedball, which
earns them an ejection from the champion. One of them doesn’t
want to leave and throws a drink in Ali’s face, meaning the
brawl is on. The fan is dragged inside to keep up the beating,
with Mike Bailey and Trent Seven running in for the save. Ali
isn’t happy with this and issues the challenge to Bailey for
Slammiversary. Good enough stuff here, as the election stuff
is tying into Ali’s slow downfall.

Post break, Bailey says of course he’s in for the title match.

ABC vs. Rascalz vs. Cody Deaner/Jake Something

Before the match, Deaner and Something say they want a title
shot if they win but the Rascalz say they should just be #1
contenders by default. ABC dives onto them to start the fight
before the bell and we take a break. Back with the match
joined in progress and Deaner fighting back against the
Rascalz.

Deaner flips out of a suplex into the corner for a tag off to
Austin to start the house cleaning. Everything breaks down and
it’s Something coming in to clear the ring. A sitout powerbomb
gets two on Austin and Something shrugs off a dive. Something
cuts off Austin’s handstand on the apron and drops him onto



Wentz for a nasty crash. The ABC takes out Something though
and it’s the 1-2-Sweet to pin Deaner at 5:28 shown.

Rating: B-. This was the kind of action match that you would
have expected and they’re doing a nice job of rebuilding the
ABC for what 1is 1likely one more big title shot at
Slammiversary. The Rascalz are always going to be fine but
hopefully this helps split up Something and Deaner. Something
just deserves something better than that and hopefully that is
where he goes next.

The System isn’t worried about Santino Marella because Moose
has a plan.

Video on Sami Callihan vs. Steve Maclin.

Road To Slammiversary Qualifying Match: Sami Callihan vs.
Steve Maclin

Maclin hits a running knee at the bell but misses the Jar
Headbutt. The Cactus Driver 97 gives Callihan two as we're
about thirty seconds in. Back up and Maclin slugs away until
he knocks Callihan outside. The Scud is knocked out of the air
so Maclin settles for a knee to the face back inside. The Jar
Headbutt gets two and there’s an elbow off the apron to hit
Callihan again.

Callihan is right back up with a t-bone suplex on the floor
and they’re both down again. They both beat the count back in
and Callihan hits another t-bone into the corner. The middle
rope Cactus Driver 97 is blocked so Callihan settles for a
middle rope Death Valley Driver. A regular Cactus Driver 97
gets two and they fight to the apron to keep up the brawling.
Callihan gets caught in the ropes for a running knee, setting
up the hanging KIA to give Maclin the pin at 8:46.

Rating: B-. I'm not sure I can imagine Maclin winning but much
like Alexander, it makes all the sense in the world to have
him in the match. Putting a former World Champion in the match



makes it feel that much more important and it was made even
better by having a solid match on the way there. It isn’t easy
to make that happen with Callihan but it worked here.

Alan Angels vs. Kushida

Angels tries to jump him to start and gets cut off as Kushida
sends Angels out to the apron. Back in and a neckbreaker gives
Angels two as commentary talks about Jonathan Gresham. Angels
grabs the chinlock but Kushida fights up, only to get
dropkicked out to the floor. Kushida is fine enough to snap
the arm on the floor before he punches a springboarding Angels
out of the air. The Hoverboard Lock finishes Angels at 3:57.

Rating: C. Thankfully they kept this short as there is little
reason for Kushida to have any serious trouble against someone
of Angels’ caliber. At the same time through, that means he is
a step closer to dealing with Jonathan Gresham again, which
isn’t good for anyone. Not much of a match, but that’s to be
expected given the circumstances.

Post match Jonathan Gresham comes in to go after Kushida and
tries to pour the ink into his mouth. Security makes the save
as the worst thing in TNA (if not wrestling right now)
continues.

The Hardys vow revenge on the System. This was right back to
Broken Matt after last week’s step back to reality.

Video on Rich Swann vs. Nic Nemeth.

Road To Slammiversary Qualifying Match: Nic Nemeth vs. Rich

Swann

AJ Francis and DJ Who Kid are here with Swann. Nemeth works on
the arm to start but Swann takes him down and swivels his
hips. Back in and Nemeth takes him to the mat and we hit the
rather aggressive headlock. That’s broken up so Kid offers a
distraction, allowing Francis to get in a cheap shot. The



referee tosses out the seconds and we take a break.

We come back with Nemeth fighting out of a chinlock but
getting kicked in the head for his efforts. Nemeth fights up
but gets clotheslined down for two more. Back up again and
Nemeth grabs a sleeper, which is broken up so Swann can knock
him down for another near fall. The middle rope Phoenix splash
is blocked but Swann connects with the handspring cutter for
two. They trade superkicks until Nemeth hits a DDT into the
Danger Zone for the pin at 15:02.

Rating: B-. As has been the case before, there are matches
where you know the quality will be there based on the people
involved. That was the case again as you had two talented
stars getting to do their thing for awhile. Swann might not be
the star that he was before but he can still have a good match
with just about anyone, including someone as talented as
Nemeth.

Overall Rating: B. You can see most of Slammiversary coming
from here and this show was designed to get us towards a lot
of the expected card. That might not make for the most
thrilling show, but it makes for a quality one, which is what
needed to happen here. Good show, with the main event probably
being the best part of the night.

Results

Masha Slamovich b. Xia Brookside — Snowplow

ABC b. Rascalz and Cody Deaner/Jake Something — 1-2-Sweet to
Deaner

Steve Maclin b. Sami Callihan — Hanging KIA

Kushida b. Alan Angels — Hoverboard Lock

Nic Nemeth b. Rich Swann — Danger Zone

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vour
wrestling headline needs.

GCW/JCW vs. The World -
That’'s A Lot Of People

GCW/JCW vs. The World

Date: April 4, 2024

Location: Penns Landing Caterers, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Nick Knowledge, Veda Scott

As tends to be the case over Wrestlemania Weekend, we have
some promotions going to battle for one night. In this case
it’s GCW and it's secondary promotion JCW vs...well everyone
else. That could make for quite the series of options, but
odds are it’'s just anyone who happens to be in town for the
weekend. Let’s get to it.

Dig the WCW vs. the World Playstation theme.
Opening sequence.

Jordan Oliver (GCW/JCW) vs. Aigle Blanc (The World)

The fans are rather happy to see Oliver, even as Blanc grabs a
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hammerlock on him to start. Oliver’s monkey flip is blocked
and we get an early standoff. Oliver knocks him out of the air
but Blanc anklescissors his way out of an Acid Bomb attempt.
Blanc tries a springboard but gets dropkicked out of the air,
allowing Oliver to grab a bridging German suplex for two. A
tornado DDT is broken up so Oliver goes with a superkick.

Blanc flips out of a German suplex and now the springboard
crossbody connects. There’s a suplex for two on Oliver and we
slow down a bit. Back up and Oliver strikes away, setting up a
springboard tornado DDT for two of his own. Blanc manages to
tie him in the ropes for a superkick into a hurricanrana
driver. A Coast To Coast and a tombstone give Blanc two and he
can’'t believe the kickout.

Blanc gets caught on top but fights out of another Acid Bomb,
with Oliver getting caught in a twisting superplex instead.
Oliver 1is sent outside but manages to counter a dive into a
brainbuster onto the floor. Since this is modern wrestling,
Blanc is right back with a lariat to knock Oliver silly.

The Cloud Cutter (middle rope diving cutter) gives Oliver two
and now the Acid Bomb (which is a Blackout into a faceplant
rather than a flip) gets the same. Back up and Blanc sends
Oliver face first into the buckles, setting up a springboard
DDT onto the apron. A 450 gives Blanc two but he dives into a
cutter, allowing Oliver to hit a super Acid Bomb for the pin
at 11:34.

Rating: B. I’'ve seen a bit from Oliver before and he’s not bad
when he’s getting a chance to show what he can do. That was
the case here as this was a rather fun match with both of them
getting to do a bunch of stuff. Blanc (whose name means White
Eagle) held up his end here too and these guys had a rather
entertaining match (assuming you can ignore/accept the lack of
selling in a lot of places).

GCW/JCW - 1



The World — 0
Blanc gets a nice ovation.

Griffin McCoy (GCW/JCW) vs. Session Moth Martina (The World)

Before the match, McCoy mocks the fans because he’s a big star
but he’s not happy for facing a drunken woman. That'’s enough
to bring out Martina, complete with the rather energetic
entrance to Every Time We Touch. This is more impressive when
you consider that this show started around midnight after the
first show in the building started at 1llam.

Martina passes out during her entrance (it happens
occasionally) and is brought back to life thanks to a beer.
The bell rings and Martina seems to find McCoy attractive, but
would rather do some WRESTLING. They trade waistlocks with
Martina gyrating from both directions, earning a slap in the
corner. Martina sends him into the buckle and hits a rather
long Bronco Buster but accidentally bumps the referee.

McCoy uses the distraction to send Martina into the corner and
hammer away, setting up a Helluva Kick. Martina’s come back
attempt is cut off by a kick to the chest, followed by another
for two. The STF goes on, with Martina crawling towards the
corner for a rope..and a beer.

The spitting to the face has McCoy in trouble and a twisting
suplex gives Martina two. Back up and McCoy blocks a diving
Codebreaker but Martina reverses a belly to back superplex
into a sunset bomb. With McCoy on the floor, Martina hits a
suicide dive, followed by the Jager Bomb for two back inside.
Another middle rope Codebreaker is blocked and McCoy rakes the
eyes for the win at 7:48.

Rating: C. This was more about the comedy than anything else
and it only kind of worked. I get the idea of putting Martina
in a match that is more designed to be fun but this wasn’t
exactly funny at times. It didn’t help that the ending was



more than than a little weird, with McCoy actually winning
with a rake of the eyes. Not a terrible match, but it didn’t
click.

GCW/JCW — 2
The World — 0

JCW World Title: Syuri (The World) vs. Masha Slamovich

(GCW/JICW)

Slamovich is defending and the referee drops the title as he
displays it before the bell. They fight over a lockup to start
and then go to the mat with Syuri getting the better of
things. Slamovich gets in a takedown of her own and Syuri is a
bit impressed. Arm cranking ensues until Syuri reverses into a
headlock. They trade armdrags and legsweeps until Slamovich
runs her over.

A kick to the back seems to wake Syuri up as she kicks
Slamovich down, only to drop down and let Slamovich kick her.
That'’s fine with Slamovich but Syuri reverses one of the kicks
into a dragon screw legwhip. Syuri grabs a sleeper for a good
while until Slamovich is able to roll free. Slamovich slams
her down out of the corner for two before grabbing a seated
abdominal stretch.

The rope gets Syuri out of trouble but Slamovich kicks her
down a few times. Syuri fights up and they slug it out, with
both of them screaming a lot. The fight goes to Slamovich
again and she grabs a half crab, with Syuri having to make the
rope. That’'s broken up as well and Syuri is back with a
faceplant into a sitout bulldog for two. Syuri manages to get
to a Disarm-Her but Slamovich makes the rope as well.

Back up and they slowly strike it out, with the forearm
exchange going on for a good while. The kicks don’t drop
either of them so they both hit running shots against the
ropes. Syuri hits a Codebreaker but Slamovich scores with a
Shining Wizard and they’re both down. Slamovich goes up so



Syuri pulls her down by the arm and grabs a Disarm-Her. That'’s
broken up so Syuri kicks her in the arm and hits a DDT for
two.

A kick to the head gives Syuri two more and the Disarm-Her
goes on again. This time it's Slamovich reversing into a cross
armbreaker, which is reversed into a sleeper to put Slamovich
back in trouble. With that escaped as well, Slamovich invites
some kicks to the chest, one of which she reverses into a
kneebar.

We get the ten minutes remaining call as they slug it out from
their knees. Slamovich gets the better of things and Air Raid
Crashes her into the corner for two. Something like Sister
Abigail (complete with kiss) gives Slamovich two and
frustration is rapidly setting in. Slamovich grabs a double
armbar, with Syuri making it over to the ropes almost
immediately.

Back up and Syuri kicks her in the head a few times for two
before grabbing the stretch that Dan Severn used to injure
D’'Lo Brown’s chest. Slamovich makes the rope again and we have
less than five minutes to go. Back up and they slowly slug it
out, with Slamovich seemingly getting stronger. Slamovich gets
the better of things and rolls her around the ring into a near
fall.

We hit two minutes left as Syuri gets her own two off a
rollup. Slamovich grabs a Fujiwara armbar and cranks on the
other arm at the same time to make it even worse. That'’s
reversed into a cross armbreaker from Syuri as we have thirty
seconds left. Syuri gets two off a bridging German suplex so
Slamovich does the same. A kick to the head drops Slamovich
but time expires at 30:00 (or 30:04 but close enough) for the
draw.

Rating: B. They beat the heck out of each other and it was a
rather physical fight, though it was pretty clear where they



were going about fifteen minutes in. That being said, this
made Slamovich feel like quite the star as Syuri’s reputation
is more than enough to give Slamovich a rub. Pretty awesome
match here, with Slamovich more than holding her own.

Respect is shown post match.

Los Desperados (GCW/JCW) vs. Team Dragon Gate (World)

That would be Arez/Gringo Loco/Latigo vs. Dragon Kid/Shun
Skywalker/Yamato. Skywalker and Latigo start things off, with
the evil Skywalker not being interested in a handshake.
Instead Skywalker grabs a headlock but has a monkey flip
attempt countered into a rollup for two. They trade rollups
for two each and the fans approve. Latigo flips him off so
we’'ll try Arez vs. Yamato instead.

A shoulder puts Arez down but he slowly nips up and rolls into
an armdrag to put Yamato down. Loco and the Kid come in, with
the fans rather approving, including as Loco flips out of an
armdrag attempt. Kid grabs a headscissors for some more
success and it’s back to Yamato to work on the arm. We cut to
Skywalker sitting in the crowd so Yamato hands it off to Kid
and goes outside to yell. The distraction lets Loco fight up
and Los Desperados get in some stomping.

Skywalker comes back in and gets kicked down, with Arez’s
splash giving Latigo two. Kid gets draped over the top for a
superkick from Loco, followed by a Liger Bomb for two more.
Arez gets to chop Yamato rather hard, before Latigo tries
something like Shattered Dreams. Kid manages to fight up and
bring Yamato back in as everything breaks down.

Skywalker is willing to come in since everyone is down, with a
powerbomb getting two on Arez. Latigo comes back in with a
super headscissors to Skywalker and Loco adds a super Vader
Bomb for two with Yamato making the save. We get a chop off
between Yamato and Arez, with the latter needing a second to
shrug off some stinging. Arez comes back with his own chops



and Yamto needs a breather for a change.

The chops keep going (we're a few minutes in now) until Arez
hits a Pele Kick. Kid is back in with a tornado DDT for two on
Arez and a hurricanrana gets the same on Loco. Latigo makes a
fired up comeback and Loco no sells an enziguri from Yamato. A
powerbomb/neckbreaker combination puts Yamato down and the
spinning moonsault gives Logo the pin at 14:04.

Rating: C+. It picked up near the end but egads there were a
lot of slow moments here and they dragged things down. They
played up the idea of Los Desperados being a regular team
while Team Dragon Gate just happen to work together, which is
a fine way to go. Not a great match, but the last few minutes
(once the eternal chop off ended) helped a lot.

GCW/JICW — 3
The World — 0

Astronauts/Rina Yamashita (The World) vs. 1 Called

Manders/Gahbage Daddies (GCW/JCW)

The Astronauts are Fuminori Abe/Takuya Nomura and the Daddies
are Alec Price/Cole Radrick. We get the traditional exchange
of middle fingers before the bell and it’s Radrick taking Abe
to the mat to start. Abe reverses into a headlock so Radrick
reverses into a headlock, only to have Abe kick him in the
back.

Rina comes in but the triple knees miss a screaming Radrick.
It's off to Price for a springboard high crossbody to take the
Astronauts down. A step up Swanton hits Rina and it’s already
off to Manders. A hard kick to the back wakes Rina up but
Manders kicks her down again. Manders misses...well commentary
calls it “an adorable attempt at a springboard elbow”, which
is more than I could tell from whatever he did) before opting
to just forearm Rina in the face.

Rina’'s testicular claw is blocked so she settles for a slam to



the much bigger Manders. Nomura comes in for the kicks in the
corner but Manders reverses for some rather loud chops.
Nomura’s dropkick gets two but the running kick to the chest
is blocked for another hard chop. It’'s back to Abe vs. Price,
with the former kicking Price down for two. An exchange of
shots to the head leave them both down so it’s off to Radrick
vs. Rina for the slugout.

A Blue Thunder Bomb gives Radrick two but Rina rises up for a
double middle finger and a kick to the head. We get a triple
submission, which is broken up so Rina can claw Manders low.
Some superkicks put Rina on the floor and Manders hits a dive,
with the Dahdies hitting a (rather delayed) dive of their own.
Some chairs and a board are brought in but Rina is back in to
make a save. Rina’s over the back piledriver gets two on
Radrick, who is then Splash Mountained through the board for
the pin at 11:07.

Rating: B-. It was more energetic than the previous match and
that made things that much better. What mattered here was
giving the fans something to energize them a bit more, which
is necessary when it’'s nearly 2am local time. The Astronauts
were a fun team and felt like two guys who knew each other
rather well. The Daddies kind of did the same, though it felt
more like a makeshift team than anything else.

GCW/JICW — 3
The World — 1

Team GCW/JCW vs. Team World

GCW/JCW — Calvin Tankman, Charlie Tiger, Marcus Mathers, Mike
Bailey, Mr. Danger, Terry Yaki, Tony Deppen

The World — Ho Ho Lun, LJ Cleary, Lou Nixon, Mizuki Watase,
Ricky Knight Jr., Shota, Yusaka Ito

I'm sure I'LL be able to keep track of this perfectly well.
Veda Scott isn’t happy that Bailey, her husband, isn’t wearing
his mouthpiece. It's a brawl to start, with Knowledge



accurately calling this a battle royal early on. Cleary and
Yaki are left alone in the ring and we’ll go split screen for
the sake of sanity. Yaki gets sent into the corner so the
World can crush him with various shots.

Cleary’s splash misses though and now it’'s his turn to get
crushed in the corner, with the rather large Tankman making it
worse. Mathers kicks Cleary in the face in the corner for two
as this is breaking down into something close to a match.
Cleary fights up but opts to fire up the crowd rather than
tagging, allowing Danger to dropkick him down. The World comes
in to clear things out a bit and it’s Knight tagging himself
in for a wishbone on Danger.

A delayed suplex drops Danger again and it’s off to the rather
large Nixon for a chop to the back. Lun kicks him in the back
for two before Ito comes in to crank on the arm (and scream a
lot). Watase drives a top rope knee to the back as the rapid
tags continue. Danger strikes his way to his feet though and a
double clothesline gives him a breather. Tankman and Knight
come in for the slugout, with Knight managing a Samoan drop to
put Tankman down.

Bailey dropkicks Knight silly though and it’s a slugout with
Watase. We get the required group suplex (it doesn’t really
work) with the World getting the better of things. Bailey gets
the parade of shots in the corner until Nixon’s GTS sets up
Watase'’s top rope double stomp for two.

Team GCW/JCW comes back in to clear the ring though and
naturally the big dives ensue. A bunch of people huddle on the
floor so Tankman can throw Yaki onto them..and then Tankman
hits a big flip dive (with rope but close enough) to take
everyone down again. Back in and Bailey hits his tornado kick
on Watase, leaving Danger to hit a crazy flip dive to the
floor. The Ultimate Weapon gives bailey the pin on Watase at
10:54.



Rating: C+. What is there to say about something like this?
There were fourteen people in the match at once and it only
had ten minutes. There is only so much you can get out of any
of this, especially when there was a heat segment on Danger.
They did what they could to get that many people included, but
it only worked out so well.

GCW/JCW — 4
World — 1

Video on Joey Janela challenging Blake Christian for the GCW
World Title at Spring Break. This was some random filler.

Los Macizos (GCW/JCW) vs. Mao/Yoshihiko (World) vs. Boisterous
Behavior (GCW/JCW) vs. Norman Harras/Robert Dreissker (World)

Los Macizos are Ciclope/Miedo Extreme and Boisterous Behavior
are Leon Slater/Man Like DeReiss. The affiliations here are
kind of educated guesses but I can’t imagine it makes that big
of a difference. We pause for some dancing, with Yoshihiko
patting Slater on the head to start the mind games. Mao
carries Yoshihiko around ringside for a bit before chilling on
the apron. Dreissker, a rather large man, is not thrilled with
any of this and locks up with DeReiss for the first important
contact over two minutes in.

They forearm it out until DeReiss manages a knockdown so it’s
off to Harras to hit DeReiss in the face. Slater tags himself
in for the neckbreaker half of a belly to back
suplex/neckbreaker combination. Los Macizos come in to take
over on Slater in the corner, with Miedo’s top rope double
stomp to the back of the head making it worse. Mao comes 1in
and uses Yoshihiko to trip Ciclope but Harras breaks up the
big dive.

Harras slaps Yoshihiko, who is launched hard out into the
crowd. Back in and Harras takes over on Los Macizos as Mao
brings Yoshihiko back to ringside. Ciclope gets beaten aup as
Mao is now giving Yoshihiko CPR. Dreissker hits a splash for



two on Ciclope as the fans are only kind of reacting because
they’'re waiting for the Yoshihiko stuff. Or they’re dead tired
because it’s almost 2:30 in the morning.

Ciclope manages a spinebuster on Dreissker though and Miedo
comes in with a high crossbody on Dreissker and Harras. Los
Macizos hit back to back dives but Mao and Yoshihiko are back
in. They're taken down just as fast but Boisterous Behavior
wants in on this too. Behavior is suplexed onto Yoshihiko onto
Mao, only to have Behavior get into a fight with Los Macizos.
Slater’s big flip dive to the floor takes out Harras and
Dreissker and it’s a 3D to Yoshihiko.

A Doomsday Blockbuster gets two on Ciclope but Mao is back in
to hit people with Yoshihiko. Ciclope gets taken down with a
double hurricanrana and then Yoshihiko is spun around and
tossed onto the pile at ringside. Back in and Dreissker
powerbombs Yoshihiko and Harras adds a moonsault, only to have
Mao come in with a 450 for the save. We get the required Tower
Of Doom, with Slater getting the worst of everything.

That leaves Mao to stare DeReiss down and they trade kicks to
the head. DeReiss gets Mao in an electric chair and a German
suplex brings him down hard. Back in and Los Macizos hit a
modified Doomsday Device for two on DeReiss but Harras and
Dreissker come in to clean house. Mao and Yoshihiko put
Dreissker down with a Rainmaker but Harras German suplexes
both of them. Harras only gets one on Yoshihiko so it’'s time
for some spitting. Yoshihiko makes a comeback and is swung
around, knocking down a bunch of people like Terry Funk with a
ladder back in the day. Yoshihiko’s hurricanrana pins Harras
at 16:34.

Rating: B-. The match was fun for the most part but I'm rather
over the Yoshihiko stuff. I know the fans want to see it but
after seeing it on multiple shows over multiple days, the joke
wears thin rather quickly. That was certainly the case here,
as the action would get good but then it had to stop for the



sake of that stuff. The rest of the match worked, but egads
enough with the same joke already.

GCW/ICW — 4
World — 2

Overall Rating: B. For a show that had a bunch of people
crammed onto it and nothing in the way of grudges or
storylines, I had a pretty nice time. This show did have a
rather awesome mixture of styles and action, thankfully
without a lot of the goofy stuff that GCW can be known for.
It’'s not something I would want to watch every week, but for a
special event like this, it went much better than I had been
expecting.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.
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Wrestling Revolver X House Of
Glory: Weekend Stealer

Wrestling Revolver X House Of Glory

Date: April 5, 2024

Location: Trinity Center For Urban Life, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

Commentators: Jason Solomon, JD From New York, Veda Scott

So we have another competing show here, with Wrestling
Revolver vs. House Of Glory. I’'ve seen a bit from both
promotions and those looks have been positive, so this has me
interested. Shows like this can be very hit or miss and it'’s
likely all going to be about the action, which could work
rather well. Let’s get to it.

Note that I do not follow either promotion so I apologize in
advance for missing any story or character points.

House Of Glory Title/Pro Wrestling Revolver Title: Mike

Santana (HOG) vs. Alex Shelley (Revolver)

Title vs. title and the fans prefer Santana. The main camera
shot is VERY wide and it’'s making for a weird visual. They
fight over arm control to start and Santana shoves him into
the corner off what seemed to be trash talk. Santana fights
out of a headlock and hits a running shoulder before sending
Shelley outside. A big dropkick through the ropes connects for
Santana and he fires off some hard chops.

Shelley manages a posting though and they head back inside,
where Santana blocks a slingshot splash. Santana sends him
back to the apron but a dragon screw legwhip takes things to
the floor again. Back in and Shelley goes after the arm again,
with Santana being sent hard into the corner.

Shelley switches it up with the Figure Four, but a rope 1is
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quickly reached. Santana’s knee is fine enough for a step up
kick in the corner and a cutter gets two. Shelley goes evil
with a cheap shot and grabs one of the belts, only for Santana
to kick the referee down by mistake. Back up and Santana hits
his big spinning clothesline with another referee coming in to
count the pin at 12:04.

Rating: B. That ending felt screwjobbish but at least it felt
like that at the end of a good match. Santana has been
impressive since coming back from his injury and Shelley can
wrestle with anyone. This was a heck of an opener and if
Santana’s selling hadn’t been a weak spot, it would have been
one of the better matches of the weekend.

HOG — 1
Revolver — 0

Post match yeah it’s a screwy finish with a Revolver referee
coming out to DQ Shelley, meaning Shelley is still champion.

HOG Tag Team Titles: Mane Event (HOG) vs. Rascalz (Revolver)
vS. Grizzled Young Veterans (HOG) vs. Red (Revolver)

That would be Jay Lyon/Midas Black (Mane, defending) vs. Trey
Miguel/Zachary Wentz (Revolver) vs. James Drake/Zack Gibson
(HOG) vs. Alex Colon/Ricky Shane Page (Revolver) and it's one
fall to a finish. It’'s a brawl to start with the Rascalz
clearing the ring and double teaming Gibson down. Page comes
in to take over on Wentz but it’'s quickly off to the Event to
take over on Colon. It’'’s off to Midas, who is quickly taken
apart by the Veterans as they take over.

Gibson’s suplex gets two and it’s Drake coming back in for a
slam. Page tags himself in, much to Drake’s annoyance, and Red
gets to stomp Midas in the corner. Now it’s Gibson tagging
himself in and mocking Red, which allows Black to dive through
the legs and bring Lyon in to clean house. Everything breaks
down and Wentz suplexes Drake, setting up a spinebuster into a
backbreaker/stomp combination.



Red comes back in and gets to take over on Miguel, who has to
hand it back to Lyon. An assisted Death Valley Driver plants
Lyon, with almost everyone else coming together to make the
save. The Rascalz superkick the Veterans to the floor and hit
stereo suicide dives, followed by a dive each from Lyon and
Page. Back in and the Event hits an assisted X Factor to
finish Colon and retain at 9:15.

Rating: B-. This is the kind of match that you know you're
going to see on a show like this one. They had all kinds of
people running around and getting in what they could, which is
about all you could get in a match with eight people and
around nine minutes. I’'ve seen a decent amount from the Event
in recent weeks and they’re..I don’t quite know, but they feel
more weird than good, which isn’t the best place to be.

HOG — 2
Revolver — 0

Post match Charles Mason, a HOG villain, comes in with a chair
to beat up the Event and referees. He even pulls off Lyon’s
mask.

HOG Crown Jewel Title: Carlos Ramirez (HOG) vs. 1 Called

Manders (Revolver)

Manders, a cowboy, is challenging and Ramirez is rather tall.
Ramirez powers him into the corner to start and it’s already
time for a chop off. The fight heads to the floor with Manders
taking over and hitting more chops. Back in and Ramirez
manages a Randy Savage jump over the top neck snap, setting up
the rather early chinlock.

With that broken up, Manders fights out of the corner and it’s
a double knockdown. They slug it out from their knees until
Manders snaps off an exploder suplex for two. The lariat 1is
cut off with a heck of a rolling Liger kick to give Ramirez
two of his own. Ramirez misses a flying headbutt and gets
lariated down for two more. Back up and a powerbomb plants



Manders for another near fall, meaning it’s time to..lift the
referee. The distraction lets Ramirez kick Manders low,
setting up a pumphandle into a piledriver to retain at 9:15.

Rating: B-. Nice power match here, with Manders being a pretty
standard cowboy hoss while Ramirez is a big man who can do
some impressive looking things. Ramirez is someone who looks
like he should wrestle one style but he mixes it up with some
different stuff to keep things more interesting. This is the
kind of match I like to see as you have two people you might
not know and it wound up being good.

HOG — 3
Revolver — 0

Mike Bailey (HOG) vs. Masha Slamovich (Revolver)

I'm kind of guessing with the promotions here, as Bailey
wrestles for both of them (shocking I know) and Slamovich has
only wrestled for Revolver a handful of times but it’s as good
as we're going to get here. Bailey dropkicks her before the
bell and hits a brainbuster for an early two. Slamovich fights
up and hits a dropkick out to the floor, setting up another
dropkick through the ropes. Some hard chops send Bailey back
inside and he’s right back with a suicide dive.

Back in and a Boston crab sends Slamovich bailing over to the
ropes, leaving Bailey to drop her throat first onto the rope.
Bailey plants her down but misses something like a Vader Bomb.
A rolling Liger kick gives Slamovich two so she grabs a
crossface. With that broken up, Slamovich hits a backsplash
and grabs a seated abdominal stretch. Bailey is out of that as
well and kicks her down for a running shooting star press.

Slamovich is sent outside for a triangle moonsault but the
Flamingo Driver is blocked back inside. Instead Slamovich hits
a German superplex and they’re both down in a heap. Back up
and they slug it out rather hard, with Slamovich’s kicks to
the head getting two. Bailey kicks her back and hits a Falcon



Arrow into a shooting star press for two.

One heck of a superkick gets two but Slamovich rolls away from
the Ultimate Weapon. They go to a pinfall reversal sequence
until Slamovich grabs a rear naked choke. That doesn’t work so
it's a sleeper suplex for two before Slamovich grabs the choke
again. This time they head out to the apron, where Slamovich
hits a piledriver to knock him silly for the pin at 12:39.

Rating: B. These two beat the daylights out of each other,
with the idea that Bailey has never been able to beat
Slamovich and was getting more and more desperate to pin her.
It was another physical, hard hitting match and I wanted to
see how one of them was going to put the other away. Slamovich
has been a beast this weekend while Bailey has been..well he’s
been around a lot.

HOG — 3
Revolver — 1

Charles Mason (HOG) vs. Steve Maclin (Revolver)

Street fight and Mason has Jay Lyon’s mask, while Maclin has
Killer Kelly. The bell rings and Kelly gets in Mason’s (who 1is
wearing dress clothes) face, only to have him spit on her.
That doesn’t work for Maclin, who starts the beating in a
hurry by knocking Mason out to the floor. They fight into the
crowd and them go outside and hold up traffic before fighting
back inside.

Maclin hits him in the back with a chair, sends him into the
ring again, and then clotheslines him right back out. Mason
cuts off a dive and hits a slingshot DDT onto the apron to
take over. Kelly has to dodge a chair shot so Maclin chairs
Mason down instead. Back up and Mason grabs an Upside Down
choke but stop to trade chokes with Kelly.

Maclin’s backbreaker and a running clothesline set up a pair
of powerbombs for two. Mason gets tied in the Tree of Woe and



Maclin puts a chair in front of him, only to have it pelted at
his charging head. Mason pulls off his belt for some choking
and grabs a rolling Death Valley Driver for two. It’'s time for
a trash bag but Maclin fights off the suffocation. Maclin puts
him in the Tree of Woe again for the spear and KIA is enough
to finish Mason at 11:00.

Rating: B-. Well it certainly wasn’t boring. They have
something with Mason as the pure evil guy but he was almost in
a handicap match, which made things a little weird. At the
same time, Maclin is a bigger name from a bigger promotion
(TNA that 1is) and it’s not stunning to have him beat almost
anyone around here. Going outside certainly made things a bit
more interesting and I could go for more of Mason.

HOG — 3
Revolver — 2

Revolver Remix Title: Gringo Loco (Revolver) vs. Ace Austin
(Revolver) vs. KC Navarro (HOG) vs. Myron Reed (Revolver) vs.
Nolo Kitano (HOG) vs. Raheem Royal (HOG) vs. Aigle Blanc

One fall to a finish, Loco is defending and this is the only
match Blanc has ever wrestled for either promotion. Austin has
Gia Miller with him to uneven things up. Before the match,
Reed apparently adds himself in rather than having been in the
match in the first place (I think, as the audio on the house
mic is almost non-existent).

It's a big fracas to start with Austin and Reed clearing the
ring off a bunch of superkicks. That'’s broken up and we settle
down to Kitano vs. Royal. As expected, that doesn’t last long
as Blanc comes in for a running headscissor driver. Loco 1is
back up to trade takedowns with Blanc but Navarro comes back
in to take both of them down. Navarro and Blanc slug it out
until Reed comes back in to clear the ring.

Austin and Reed double superplex Blanc before Royal and Kitano
springboard into a mid-air collision to leave everyone down.



Kitano is back up with some kind of a spinning neckbraker for
two on Reed. Navarro hits a quick suplex powerbomb for two on
Kitano and Blanc is back in with a 450 for two on Royal. Blanc
Tombstones Royal for two but gets rolled up by Austin for the
same. Loco is back in to clear Austin out and hits a super
spinning electric chair powerbomb to pin Blanc and retain at
9:55.

Rating: B. Much like the big tag match earlier, there is only
so much that you can do when you have so many people and so
little time. This kind of match is almost standard for a show
like this one and while it was entertaining, popcorn match
style wrestling, you pretty much know exactly what you’'re
getting. I've seen Blanc in a few matches this weekend and I
could see him being a prospect if he spends more time here
rather than in his native France. Good, chaotic fun here.

HOG — 3
Revolver — 3

Amazing Red vs. Mustafa Ali

Ali isn’t really part of either promotion so we’ll call this a
showcase with the score being a tie (though Red is firmly
HOG). Hold on though as Red says let’s make this a TNA X-
Division Title match. Works for Ali, who mocks him with the
title before the bell.

TNA X-Division Title: Mustafa Ali vs. Amazing Red

Ali is defending and they trade misses to start until a
running headscissors sends Red outside. Red accepts Ali’s
invitation back in and grabs a headlock. A rollup gives Red
two, with Ali bridging out and not thinking much of Red in the
process. Some chops annoy/damage Ali so he forearms Red down
to slow the pace again. A springboard is broken up and Ali 1is
knocked to the floor for a big dive from Red.

Ali chops the post to hurt his hand and Red kicks him in the



head for two back inside. The chinlock goes on, though the
fans are behind the rather villainous Ali. That's broken up so
Red hits a clothesline for two more as things have slowed down
a lot. Ali shoves him off the top and flips forward into a
running clothesline. The rolling neckbreaker lets Ali put him
on the top but Red shoves him away, only to get dropkicked out
of the air.

Red puts him on top this time but gets caught with a sunset
bomb, though Red lands on Ali’s legs for a nasty crash. Back
up and Red knocks him silly with a hard shot of his own and
they’re both down again. They slug it out from their knees
until Red kicks him into the corner. A DDT gives Red two but
the referee gets distracted, allowing Ali to break up the Code
Red with a low blow. Ali drops the 450 to retain at 13:46.

Rating: B. Red is someone who wasn’t seen as the biggest deal
during the peak of his career but he was absolutely an
inspiration to the current generation. It’s no surprise that
he was given a featured spot here and commentary was hyping up
how important and special this was. It might not have been a
classic, but Ali is among the biggest thing in the indies
these days and he was in there with quite the legend.

Post match Ali grabs the mic and praises Red for making people
like himself and Ricochet and Will Ospreay. Ali praises him
again, though the audio is almost impossible to understand.
Ali leaves and Red thanks the fans and calls Ali one of the
true friends in wrestling. One more handshake and hug wrap up
the show. This was quite the emotional exchange and you could
tell they both meant everything they were saying.

Overall Rating: A-. I had heard really good things about this
show coming in and the praise was well deserved. There was a
lot of solid wrestling here, with nothing resembling a bad
match and a nice mixture of established names and up and
coming stars. HOG is a bit different than a lot of independent
promotions and Revolver has some bigger names due to Sami



Callihan’s connections. This was probably the best of the
Wrestlemania Weekend shows thus far and that is clearing quite
the bar. Check this one out.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vour
wrestling headline needs.

Impact Wrestling - May 23,
2024: TNA Gonna TNA

Impact Wrestling

Date: May 23, 2024

Location: MegaCorp Pavilion, Newport, Kentucky
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

We are coming up on Against All 0dds and after last week’s
show, it would seem that Joe Hendry is on his way towards at
least some kind of title shot. That would be quite the shot in
the arm around here, but there is a good chance that we'll
have to wait for Matt Hardy to get his chance first. Let’'s get
to it.
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Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.
Opening sequence.

The System vs. Matt Hardy/Ryan Nemeth

Non-title and Alisha Edwards is here with the System. Hardy
rolls Eddie up for a fast two before knocking him down in the
corner. Nemeth comes in but gets driven into the wrong corner,
allowing the tag off to Myers. The villains manage to take
Nemeth down and Myers grabs a quick chinlock.

A suplex drops Nemeth for two but he’s back up with the
running DDT, which is exactly like his brother’s, because..well
why else would he be here? It’s back to Hardy to pick up the
pace with Hardy grabbing a double underhook neck crank until
Myers makes a save. The Backpack Stunner/elbow combination is
broken up and a Twist of Fate drops Eddie. Nemeth’s high
crossbody finishes Myers at 6:59.

Rating: C-. I don’t know where to start with this, but the Tag
Team Champions just got pinned by a makeshift team featuring
an ancient Matt Hardy and a guy who name might as well be
“Dolph Ziggler'’s Little Brother”. I'm not sure what the appeal
for this was supposed to be, but I would think there would be
a better way to make it happen. On top of that, the match
wasn’'t even very good, as it’s hard to ignore how Ryan 1is just
cosplaying as his brother.

Post match the System jumps Hardy and Nemeth, with Moose
coming in to take out Hardy. Nic Nemeth runs in for the save.

ABC isn’t happy that they’re not in the #1 contenders match
for the X-Division Title but they’re totally on the same page.
Well they’re mostly on the same page, but maybe they need to
fight to get this out of their system.

The Nemeths and Matt Hardy come in to see Santino Marella. He
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thinks Matt and Ryan deserve a Tag Team Title shot but Matt
doesn’t want that. Instead, Santino makes Matt the #1
contender to the World Title and gives the Nemeths a Tag Team
Title shot, all at Against ALl 0dds. Completely logical on all
counts there.

Rascalz vs. Sinner & Saint

Miguel locks up with Saint to start before Sinner comes in to
take Miguel into the corner. It’s back to Saint, who gets
knocked down by Wentz for a standing shooting star press.
Saint is back up with a spinning shot to the face, allowing
Sinner and Miguel to come back in. A Stunner into a bridging
German suplex gets two on Miguel but Wentz is back with a
running stomp/backbreaker combination for the pin at 4:22.

Rating: C+. Sinner & Saint got in some offense here and did
look good in their limited time out there. I was surprised by
how much the Rascalz gave them but it was kind of nice to see
something other than a total squash. The Rascalz are already
dealing with Steve Maclin so giving them a win here was good.

Post match Steve Maclin comes in to lay out the Rascalz.

In the back, Maclin says he’s done with the Rascalz and wants
Mike Santana. Cue Santana to say they can fight again next
week.

Back from a break and Frankie Kazarian is yelling at the ring
announcer before saying he is leaving the building. As he
leaves, he runs into Deaner, who is coming to the ring for a
chat.

Deaner doesn’t know what Kazarian’s problem was but he has his
own problem right now. He calls (and receives) Jake Something
to the ring, where Deaner says he deserved last week'’s attack.
Something did it after Deaner turned on him years ago, so
we’'ll chalk it up to family issues. Deaner asks the fans if he
and Something should shake hands, which draws out the Good



Hands to interrupt. They don’t care what the people want and
no one cares about this whole thing. Skyler mocks Something’s
intelligence and the fight is on, with the Good Hands being
cleared out. Santino, tag match, go.

Deaner/Jake Something vs. Good Hands

The bell rings and we take a break about ten seconds in. Back
with Deaner hitting Hotch in the face for two but Skyler comes
in off a blind tag. Something gets drawn in, leaving Deaner to
get tied in the Tree of Woe, with the Hands standing on him. A
Russian legsweep gives Hotch two but Deaner gets over to
Something for the house cleaning. Everything breaks down and
Deaner sends Skyler to Something for Into The Void and the pin
at 10:06.

Rating: C. This was almost disappointing, as the idea of the
Deaners reuniting is almost hard to stomach. They weren’t a
great team in the first place and having Something, who has
shown a bunch of potential, teaming with Deaner again isn’t
the best idea. Hopefully this is just a short term thing, but
you never can tell around here

Post match Something eventually shakes his hand.

Jordynne Grace says last week’s loss isn’t on her, but now she
wants a new opponent.

The System isn’t happy with they have to do at Against All
0dds but Moose rallies the troops. Joe Hendry comes in for the
staredown but Eddie Edwards is willing to face him next week.

Knockouts Title: Jordynne Grace vs. Marti Belle

Belle is challenging but we pause for Ash By Elegance’s lackey
to come in and say Ash isn’t here due to her injury last week.
Worry not though as he brings in...a mannequin of Ash. We're
ready to go after the Big Match Intros, with Grace running her
over with a shoulder. Belle manages to sweep the leg and hits



a running kick to the chest for two. Grace fights out of the
corner but gets dropped with a right hand for one. A Stroke
drops Grace for two as the lackey is pouring champagne for the
mannequin. Grace shrugs it off and hits the Juggernaut Driver
to retain at 4:24.

Rating: C. Belle is a name from the company’s history but at
the same time, she was just there as a brief obstacle for
Grace to run through again. While it sees that Ash is the next
big thing in the division, we could be waiting a long time
before we get there. This was little more than a workout for
Grace, who needs to face Ash already and get some fresh blood
int the title picture.

Post match Allysin Kay (Belle’'s partner) comes in and jumps
Grace, even hitting her with the mannequin. The two of them
(Kay and Belle, not the mannequin) leave Grace laying.

We look at Kushida coughing up the black goo from Jonathan
Gresham.

Santino Marella calls Jonathan Gresham, saying that every
referee will be wearing gloves and a mask going forward. This
is treated as ominous.

Jody Threat vs. Tasha Steelz

Dani Luna and Lars Frederiksen is here with Threat and we get
some grappling to start. Steelz chops her up against the ropes
but gets thrown down with a suplex. Threat hits some dropkicks
and a pump kick, followed by a powerbomb. Instead of covering,
Threat yells a lot, allowing Steelz to send her into the post.
A cutter gives Steelz the pin at 4:43.

Rating: C-. This show is falling downhill in a hurry and this
was another good example. It’'s another example of a team being
together for about 18 seconds and then spending weeks (if not
months) on their breakup and then an eventual feud. I'm sure
this will continue to go on for weeks, building off the five



(yes five) regular tag matches they had together. The fact
that those five matches included winning and losing the Tag
Team Titles tells you a lot about the division as a whole, and
now one of the teams doesn’t seem to have much longer to go.

PCO shouts for Steph and holds up the black rose. Oh there is
potential with this.

First Class want a title and have something specific in mind.

Mike Bailey vs. Trent Seven

For an X-Division Title shot at Against All 0dds. They strike
it out to start, with Bailey snapping off the bouncing kicks
to send him to the apron. The springboard moonsault takes
Seven out again, followed by a missile dropkick back inside.
An exchange of chops, including some to the back, sets up
Seven grabbing a DDT and the swinging slam for two. Bailey
kicks him down and hits a running shooting star press for two.

Seven grabs a powerbomb out of the corner but misses a dive,
only to get his knees up to block a shooting star press.
Mustafa Ali comes out to watch as we take a break. Back with
Seven missing the Seven Star Lariat and Bailey trying a
poisonrana but not getting all of it. Bailey takes him up but
gets brought back down with a super swinging slam. Now the
Seven Star Lariat connects for two (Ali approves).

Seven knocks him outside and hits the suicide dive and they’re
both down. Bailey’s running boot hits Ali by mistake, though
he doesn’t seem too upset. They chop it out on the floor
before diving back in, where Bailey hits a chop but staggers
away anyway. Bailey kicks him down and hits the moonsault
knees for two. The Tornado kick connects but Seven drops him
anyway.

They go to the apron where Seven hits another Seven Star
Lariat, followed by the Birminghammer. Another Seven Star
Lariat gets two back inside but Bailey reverses the X Plex



into a DDT. Bailey’s moonsault knees connects on the apron but
Ali goes after Bailey for a distraction. Cue Champagne Singh
of all people to crotch Bailey on top (commentary says Seven
didn’t see it), allowing Seven to hit another Birminghammer
for the pin at 20:17.

Rating: B. Easily the best match on the show, with a reason
for a team to be fighting, albeit with a not so great ending.
I can get why they didn’t want either of them to lose clean
and the interference lets the team stay together, but
Champagne Singh being back is hardly thrilling stuff. It would
seem he’s with Ali, who might not want to face Bailey, but
they couldn’t find someone more interesting to play that role?

Overall Rating: C. Main event aside, this was a very rough sit
as the company seems to have hit a wall in a hurry. There was
a lot on here that was neither good nor interesting and that
made for a terribly boring show at times. Seeing Hardy and
Dolph Ziggler’s Brother (he looks like Ziggler and uses the
same moves so the name is accurate) as featured players, the
Deaners teasing a reunion and yet another short lived team
falling apart is not a good way to spend most of two hours. I
hope this is just a bad funk rather than what we can expect
now that Scott D’'Amore is gone, but I'm not getting my hopes

up.

Results
Matt Hardy/Ryan Nemeth b. The System — High crossbody to Myers
Rascalz b. Sinner & Saint — Running stomp/backbreaker

combination to Saint

Deaner/Jake Something b. Good Hands — Into The Void to Skyler
Jordynne Grace b. Marti Belle — Juggernaut Driver

Tasha Steelz b. Jody Threat — Cutter

Trent Seven b. Mike Bailey — Birminghammer



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vour
wrestling headline needs.

Joey Janela’s Spring Break:
Cluster**** Forever: As
Advertised

Joey Janela’s Spring Break: Cluster**** Forever

Date: April 6, 2024

Location: Penns Landing Caterers, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Dave Prazak, Veda Scott

This is the second half of Spring Break, with a two match
card. Naturally this includes a Punjabi Prison match, but the
big draw 1is the Cluster**** Battle Royal, which is only a
match with actual structure in the loosest of terms. There
will probably be more than fifty entrants with loosely timed
intervals, but the real fun is seeing who shows up. Let’s get
to it.

We open with a video on the Punjabi Prison match.

Tag Team Titles: Violence Is Forever vs. Juicy Finau/Zilla
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Fatu vs. Los Macios vs. Bollywood Boyz

Violence Is Forever (Kevin Ku/Dominic Garrini) is defending
and Los Macios are Ciclope/Miedo Extremo. The Boyz are carried
on fans’ shoulders to the ring, which is surrounded by the
bamboo style cage. This is one fall to a finish, meaning it's
not quite a Punjabi Prison match but I’'ll take what I can get
under the circumstances.

Fatu and Finau clean house to start, with Finau and Garrini
fighting to the floor (as in outside of the cage) where
Garrini gets beaten up. Los Macios hit Ku with a double
flapjack but can’t manage to double suplex the rather large
Ku. The Boyz are back up with a Bollywood Blast to Ku before
double teaming Fatu down. Finau wrecks Finau as more people go
to the floor to brawl.

Gurv is busted open and Ciclope grabs an electric tool, which
can’t go well for anyone. Los Macios manage to knock Finau
down inside, at least partially thanks to a chair, leaving
Fatu to Samoan drop Harv off the cage through some doors at
ringside. About ten chair shots and a Samoan drop put Finau
down again as Ciclope climbs the cage.

Fatu Samoan Spikes him down and then dives back in with
Garrini having to make a save. A spike piledriver hits
Gurv..who pops right back up. The champs chair him down and
then do the same to Finau. We pause for the sake of spending
forever to set up a double stack door. The top rope double
stomp to Finau gives Ku the retaining pin at 14:26.

Rating: C+. What is there to say about a match like this? It’s
total insanity with all kinds of things going on at once.
That's kind of the point, and while the cage itself was only
kind of used at times, I think I like the idea of having
people coming and going. Having eight people in the ring at
once is a mess, so I'll take carnage going throughout the
arena and ringside over everyone in the ring and not being



able to move.

We look at upcoming shows as it’'s going to take some time to
get the cage down.

Commentary hypes up the Cluster as we stay on the graphic of
upcoming events.

Before the Cluster starts, here is GCW World Champion Black
Christian, with Shane Mercer, for a chat. Christian talks
about how Joey Janela couldn’t finish the story last night at
Spring Break and it wasn’t the first time he was bigger,
stronger and could last longer than Janela. Cue Janela from
behind to powerbomb Christian and hit him with a package
piledriver. Mercer and Janela brawl outside..and here is Mance
Warner, who has a guaranteed title shot at any time. Warner
loads up the screwdriver but Effy comes in to brawl with
Warner to the back.

We preview the Cluster, which is about having all kinds of
people, with no idea of who or how many people will be
entering.

Cluster*x*x**

There are unknown entrants and you can be eliminated by pin,
submission, over the top, leaving the building and death. It's
Royal Rumble style (with the rules and intervals being loose
at best) with Jimmy Lloyd, in a neck brace after last night,
in at #1. Before the match he rips on Philadelphia before
bringing out Matt Cardona and Steph de Lander. Well in theory
that is but instead it’s Shane Douglas coming in at #2.

Shane hits a quick belly to belly for the pin and the
elimination, allowing him to stop and talk about the history
of wrestling here in Philadelphia. All of the promotions
around here can kiss his a** but here is Shota in at #3. A
dropkick staggers Douglas but he’s back with the belly to
belly for the pin. Bam Sullivan is in at #4 and flips off



Douglas, who hammers away. Sullivan knocks him down and gets
two off a splash but Douglas bites him in the head. A running
clothesline of all things gets rid of Sullivan and it's
Lindsay in at #5.

Douglas doesn’t think much of her so she hits him low for two.
The camel clutch goes on but Jason Knight comes in, presumably
at #6, to kiss Snow and toss her out. Rob S*** is in at #7 and
beats on both of them until Knight dumps him. The Carnage Crew
(Loc and DeVito) are in at #8 and #9 but they’'re both out just
as fast. Tommy Dreamer is in at #10 and yeah the fans approve
as the ECW reunion continues. Justin Credible pops in, I guess
at #11, and leaves with Jason without doing anything.

That leaves Dreamer vs. Douglas with a quick DDT getting rid
of Douglas as the Impact Players (Knight/Credible) are
officially eliminated due to leaving. Rina Yamashita is in at
#12 and they slug it out, with Rina grabbing a testicular
claw. An enziguri drops Dreamer and Tony Deppen is in at #13
(Rina rolls her eyes). Rina rolls outside (not eliminated) and
1 Called Manders is in at #14. Brawling ensues until Charlie
Tiger is in at #15. That goes nowhere so Jeffrey John is in at
#16 as the ring 1is starting to fill up.

Facade is in at #17 for some kicks to stagger various people.
The intervals pick up as Masha Slamovich is in at #18.
Slamovich avoids a dropkick and chokes John out for the
elimination. Tiger gets choked out as well before Slamovich
crotches Facade on top and gets rid of him. Deppen tries to
get rid of Slamovich but Dreamer throws him out instead.
Trevor OQutlaw and Frank The Clown are in at #19 and #20 with
Outlaw trying a cheap shot on Dreamer, who grabs a DDT.

Slamovich tosses Dreamer and pins Outlaw as Marcus Mathers is
in at #21. Mathers kicks Rina back out to the floor (again not
out) and Parrow is in at #22. Frank The Clown has left the
building (he never got in the ring) for an elimination and
it's Mike Bailey in at #23 (you knew he was coming). Everyone



goes after the large Parrow, who tosses Bailey. Parrow puts
Slamovich down for the pin as well and it’'s Pollo del Mar in
at #24. Pollo is tossed rather quickly and it'’s Dark Sheik,
Edith Surreal and Jamie Senegal in at #25, #26 and #27.

They all strike away at Parrow, including a trio of Shattered
Dreams. Parrow goes through the ropes (not out) and it’s
Cheech and Colin Delaney in at #28 and #29. They go after the
trio but can’t get rid of anyone as the Main Event (Jay
Lion/Midas Black) are in at #30 and #31. Some rather snazzy
double team moves have Cheech and Delaney in trouble, albeit
not eliminated. Dives through the ropes take Cheech and
Delaney down as the Ugly Sucklings (White Mike and Rob
Killjoy) are in at #32 and #33.

The Sucklings beat up both tag teams but can’t get rid of
anyone as Davey Bang and August Matthews are in at #34 and
#35. That means they get to clean house with some dives as
even more people get to lay around on the floor. Cheech and
Delaney come back in but get dropped with clotheslines as
Bobby Flaco, Terry Yaki, Aerial Van Go and Mr. Danger come in
together at #36, #37, #38 and #39.

The four of them go after Delaney, with a hurricanrana into a
phoenix splash getting rid of him, with Cheech being thrown
out just after. Flaco plants Black for the elimination and a
twisting Canadian Destroyer gets rid of Lion. Bang and
Matthews are back up to get rid of Mike and Killjoy. Fuego del
Sol and Sam Stackhouse are in at #40 and #41 with the much
bigger Stackhouse going after Matthews.

Del Sol and Stackhouse knock Matthews and Bang down for stereo
pins to clear the ring, not counting all of the people still
either on the floor or gone. Stackhouse and del Sol beat up
some of the foursome before a ladder is brought in. A
moonsault onto said ladder gets rid of Flaco and Yaki but Van
Go and Danger use the ladder to drop Stackhouse and del Sol.
They both climb the ladder and Van Go headscissors Danger onto



the pile on the floor, meaning they’'re both eliminated.

Green Phantom is in at #42 and Sexxxy Eddy follows him,
apparently at #43. Eddy comes to the ring in a towel and puts
his tights on before getting inside to chair Stackhouse down.
Mathers comes back in and gets hit low by Eddy but Manders
gets back in as well. A double clothesline puts Manders down
and it’s Tara Zep in at #44.

Eddy gyrates a lot and Phantom knocks Zep face first into
Eddy’s trunks. Phantom slams Zep onto a chair for the
elimination and Tank is in at #45. Tank beats up Eddy and
Phantom but Manders is back in again for a slugout. They trade
headbutts until Tank hammers him into the corner with both of
them busted open. Tank headbutts Manders down and it’s Matters
coming back in for another slugout. CPA (yes he’s an
accountant) is in at #46 and takes off his shirt and tie to
reveal...the same shirt and tie.

We’'ll make that three layers as he hits a slow motion 619 on
Tank. Everyone but CPA goes under the ropes to the floor and
it’s Alex Zayne in at #47. Mathers takes Zayne’'s place and is
sent outside (not out again) as Philly Mike is in at #48. Mike
knocks Mathers into the corner and it’s Spyder Nate Webb in at
#49 for the full Teenage Dirt Bag entrance. Other wrestlers
dance with him at ringside before Webb conducts the fans to
sing the song with him.

With the song done, Webb takes a bow and gets inside, beer in
hand. The fans want the song to be played again and that is in
fact what happens as commentary points out that it is 2am
local time. Philly Mike finally jumps Webb, who hands him a
beer and then hammers him down. They fight to the floor and
Mike walks out for an elimination. Webb follows and he’s out
too, taking some of the energy from the crowd. Said energy
picks up again as ring announcer Emil Jay enters at #50 but is
tossed out almost immediately.



Eddy gets to gyrate a bit and it’s Cheeseburger in at #51.
Cheeseburger ties Eddy in the Tree of Woe and sends Phantom
face first into his tights, which is enough for an
elimination. Eddy’s tights are pulled off and he has to fight
with his hands covering himself. That lets Cheeseburger toss
him out and Man Like DeReiss is in at #52. As usual, DeReiss
raps himself to the ring and throws out CPA in the process.
Monomoth (he has wings) is in at #53 and Zayne isn’t sure what
to do with him.

A quick rollup gets rid of Zayne and Mercedes Martinez is in
at #54 so Mathers comes back in (there are all kinds of people
just sitting/strolling around at ringside) and is quickly
fisherman’s bustered out. Surreal and Senegal (See what I
mean?) come back in to go after Martinez, with Sheik joining
them but getting eliminated. Surreal saves Senegal but
Martinez DDTs both of them for the double elimination. DeReiss
comes back in and low bridges Martinez out as Kaplan is in at
#55.

Kaplan sets up doors and chairs on the floor as Manders and
Stackhouse get back in. Del Sol is back in as well as Sawyer
Wreck (with a bad arm) is in at #56. Kaplan misses a moonsault
and gets thrown through the doors for the elimination. Wreck
comes in as Brandon Kirk and Kasey Catal are in at #57 and
#58.

Manders and Kirk are eliminated by their respective (romantic)
partners...and then Wreck and Catal kiss. They leave together
and they’re both out (Emil Jay: “Sawyer Wreck and Kasey Catal
have left the building...together.”). Jordan Oliver is in at
#59 to dropkick Tank out but Parrow is back in for a
chokeslam. Monomoth 1is back in and is quickly tossed as
Beastman is in at #60.

Beastman chokebombs Parrow but Stackhouse comes in and takes
his shirt off, giving us a lot of jiggling. DeReiss chops at
the huge Stackhouse and Beastman before tossing both of them



out for the big eliminations. Viva Van is in at #61 and knocks
DeReiss into the corner. The gear is hitched up for a
Stinkface (DeReiss approves but feigns being knocked out when
Van looks at him) but del Sol breaks it up. Van is out and
Gringo Loco is in at #62.

The entrants pick up as Grim Reefer is in at #63 and tries to
light a cigarette, with Parrow breaking it up. Parrow puts
Reefer out and it’s Cole Radrick and Alec Price in at #64 and
#65. They go after del Sol and Oliver with the former being
knocked out thanks to some double teaming. Johnny Kashmere is
in at #66 and we get a mini tag match with Kashmere/Oliver vs.
Price/Radrick. That includes Radrick and Price both being
tossed, leaving Kashmere and Oliver in the ring as Kurt Bale,
Lance Scaper and Big Vin are in at #67, #68 and #69.

Vin and company get to wreck Kashmere and Oliver but can’t
eliminate them as the American Giant (he’s 7’3) is in at #70.
Giant gets rid of Vin and chokeslams Bale and Scaper for the
double pin. There goes DeReiss as well so Parrow comes in for
the staredown with Giant. Microman is in at #71 for the funny
visual and Chiitan (a mascot with a big head) is in at #72.

Parrow gets rid of Giant and kicks Microman in the head but
Chiitan knocks Parrow through the ropes. The Fighting Chicken
(Prazak: “What in the world?”) 1is in at #73 and we get the big
mascot staredown with Chiitan. Dr. Cube, the Hot Potato and
Double Unicorn Dark (they’'re kaiju from Japan) are in at #74,
#75 and #76. The Chicken pecks away but the kaiju knock the
mascots into the corner. Potato’s shooting star press gets
two..and Aja Kong is in at #77 for the big surprise.

The Kaiju and the Chicken go after her but she knocks the
three villains out and spinning backfists the Chicken for the
pin. Chiitan, minus the hat, goes after Kong, who hits a
spinning backfist for the pin. That gives us Parrow vs. Kong,
with Parrow hitting a clothesline for the pin. Loco is back in
and gets knocked out before going after Microman. Yoshihiko (a



doll) 1is in at #78 and Stunners Kashmere out before
brainbustering Oliver (just go with it) for the elimination.

Rina Yamashita (who hasn’t done anything or been seen 1in
probably an hour and a half) comes in to piledrive Yoshihiko,
who hurricanranas her out anyway. Parrow goes to throw out
Yoshihiko, who throws him out instead. We get Yoshihiko vs.
Microman but Nick Gage is in at #79 (announced as #87, but
there’s no way I was THAT far off), the final entrant.
Commentary says Gage, Yoshihiko and Microman are the final
three so we'll go with that as I lost who was still in an hour
ago.

Gage hammers Yoshihiko into the corner and hits a gorilla
press powerslam. The pizza cutter is whipped out but Microman
makes the save. Yoshihiko crossbodies Gage but gets sent out,
leaving Microman to suplex Gage. Microman pizza cutters Gage,
who shoves him back down. The fans cheer for Microman, who is
sat on top..but Gage misses a charge and falls out, allowing
Microman to get the win at 1:57:51 (close enough as there was
no opening bell).

Rating: B. 0ddly enough, I had a good time with this. It’'s a
perfect example of “this is what we told you would be
happening”, as there is nothing remotely serious about the
whole thing, with stretches where there were dozens of people
officially in but few were actually doing anything. This isn’t
a match where it’s about the story or the action, but rather
the whole atmosphere and wondering who was coming in next.
This was pure, goofy fun and I had a good time with it, which
is exactly what it should have been.

Overall Rating: B-. It says a lot when an eight man, four team
cage match is completely forgotten but that’s the kind of show
this is. This isn’t supposed to be anything more than one big
party show where the fans get to see a bunch of people running
out there and some semblance of a match taking place. You have
to know exactly what you’'re getting into, but if you can



accept that, you’ll have a good time.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

DDT Goes Philadelphia: They
Got Better

DDT Goes Philadelphia

Date: April 4, 2024

Location: Penns Landing Caterers, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Dave Prazak, Lenny Leonard

So last year, DDT put on a show that had good moments, but it
also had more than a few things that made me want to throw my
TV through the wall. I’'ve seen enough DDT to know that it can
be better though so I’'ll give it another chance here. There is
always the chance that is a terrible idea but let’s get to it.

Note that I do not follow DDT whatsoever so I apologize in
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advance for missing any storyline or character development
bits.

CCK vs. Bryan Keith/Shota

CCK 1is Chris Brookes/Kid Lykos and they jump Keith and Shota
to start fast. Lykos even puts on Keith’s...whatever you call
that thing he wears to the ring, earning himself a beating
from Keith. A slam puts Lykos down so Shota can add a
slingshot hilo. Lykos is right back with a Codebreaker into a
backsplash from the rather tall Brookes, followed by a legdrop
for two.

Brookes adds some mocking kicks to the face, which fire Shota
up enough to hit a quick Backstabber for a breather. It’s back
to Keith to pick up the pace and clean house, including an
exploder suplex for two on Brookes. We get the “here, let me
stand still so you can chop me” exchange until Keith hits a
running knee to the head for the double knockdown. Lykos and
Shota come in to pick up the pace, with Lykos’' sunset flip
getting two.

Shota calls for a brainbuster but gets flipped into a dropkick
from Brookes instead. Keith plants Lykos so Shota adds a frog
splash, followed by a suicide dive for the big crash. Another
frog splash only hits knees back inside though and Brookes
dropkicks Shota into the corner. The brainbuster gives Lykos
the pin at 8:27.

Rating: B-. This was the kind of hot opener that you want on
any show and it worked well here. CCK is a team I’'ve seen
before and they work well together, while Keith has enough
star power from being a regular in AEW. There didn’t seem to
be any kind of a backstory here and sometimes that works just
fine, as they had a fast paced match here and kept the crowd
energized.

Andrew Everett vs. Tetsuyva Endo




Everett is the guy who thinks he’s the Giant from WCW and it
still doesn’t really work. Endo on the other hand has done
quite a few good things around here and I remember him being
pretty solid. They lock up to start and Endo hits a quick
dropkick into a slam to take over. Endo’s version of the
People’s Elbow misses (apparently a tradition) and Everett
missile dropkicks Endo outside.

The Asai moonsault hits Endo as well, with commentary saying
other giants can’t do that. Back in and the chokeslam gives
Everett two (with a bit of a nasty landing), only to miss a
rope walk 630. Endo sends him outside for a Sasuke Special but
Everett is right back with a chokebomb for two of his own.

The shooting star press misses for Everett and Endo’s spinning
torture rack bomb gets two. It’'s Everett’s turn now as he
snaps off a poisonrana, only to have another chokeslam
countered into a Canadian Destroyer (that was nifty) for
another double down. They both head up top, where Everett
tries the chokeslam but gets reversed into a super torture
rack bomb. The Burning (shooting) Star Press finishes for Endo
at 11:32.

Rating: B-. These two had a rather nice back and forth match,
with the only downside being the whole Giant thing, which
isn’t funny and is more of a distraction than anything else.
Endo continues to be someone who does well every time I see
him out there and this was no exception. That rack bomb would
have been enough to finish but adding in a gorgeous shooting
star isn’t a bad thing.

Here is Dan The Dad (a caricature of the perfect neighborhood
dad) to interrupt despite not being invited. He was told there
was no room for him on any of the Collective shows so now he's
issued a challenge to the toughest star in all of Japan. And
we have an answer.

Chiitan vs. Dan The Dad




Chiitan is a yellow mascot who is apparently an otter (who
wears a hat). Dan starts with his coffee cup in hand but
Chiitan slaps it away. A bunch of right hands don’t hurt
Chiitan because it’s a big helmet, meaning Chiitan can hit
some sumo strikes. Chiitan’s slingshot hilo connects as
commentary says don’t worry because they don’t know what 1is
going on either.

0ld School staggers Dan but he’s back with a spinebuster into
an elbow for two. Dan throws in some chairs and a door, the
latter of which has no effect. Another shot puts Chiitan down
and the door 1is bridged between the chairs. Chiitan catches
him up top though and a superplex through the table finishes
Dan at 5:29.

Rating: C. I think we’'re going to call this “not for me” as I
have never heard of Chiitan and the match was a bit less than
serious. The fans were way into it and Dan is a goofy enough
guy that beating him in a match like this won’'t matter. It
wasn’'t serious and it was fast so we’ll call it harmless
enough.

Post match Chris Brookes, who HATES mascots, comes in to
destroy Chiitan, with an assist from Dan. Cue Yoshihiko (a
blow up doll) to crossbody both of them for the save. While
Yoshihiko 1is here, we might as well have our scheduled match.

Yoshihiko vs. Kazuki Hirata

They fight over a lockup to start with Hirata taking it to the
mat, only to have Yoshihiko come back with a headlock. That'’s
broken up and Hirata hammers away in the corner but gets
caught in a cross armbreaker over the top. A Fujiwara armbar
sends Hiarata to the rope for the break, allowing Hirata to
grab a brainbuster.

Hirata hits a rather hard clothesline in the corner and a top
rope superbomb gets two. Another superbomb is countered into a
super hurricanrana for two so Yoshihiko goes back to the



Fujiwara. That's broken up as well so Yoshihiko rolls some
German suplexes for another near fall. A very spinning
headscissors into a hurricanrana gives Yoshihiko the pin at
5:31.

Rating: C+. Again, I'm not sure what to make of something like
this, though Hirata does deserve points for wrestling himself
with a prop out there. Yoshihiko is the definition of a thing
that pretty much only works for the right audience and that
was the case with these people. It wasn’t a match, but it was
a rather impressive performance.

Universal Title: Mao vs. Billie Starkz

Mao is defending and this is No Rules. Starkz offers a
handshake and gets flipped off instead, as tends to be Mao’s
custom. A quick takedown gives Starkz two and she..puts Mao’s
hands in his pockets for an odd counter. That’'s fine with Mao,
who does an Orange Cassidy impression with a dropkick into a
nip up despite his hands in his pockets. The hands (with the
middle fingers extended) come back out and he loads up a
hanging DDT, only to flip off the crowd as he lets Starkz drop
instead.

Starkz snaps off a German suplex but gets kicked in the head.
A pop up Stunner doesn’t work for Mao as Starkz hits a
fireman’s carry backbreaker onto the knee for the double down.
They both grab chairs and have a duel, with Starkz cracking
hers over Mao’s back. Mao is right back with a kick to the
face and a Michinoku Driver onto the chairs gets two. Starkz
fights out of something on the top and hits a kind of Black
Out onto the chairs for two of her own.

The stacking of chairs takes too long and Mao hits a super
Michinoku Driver onto the chairs for another near fall. A
frustrated Mao loads up a door in the corner and lawn darts
Starkz through it (GEEZ that looked scary) for one, giving us
the stunned reaction. Another door is bridged between some



chairs but Starkz is up to flip Mao off for a change. Mao’s
450 only hits door so he grabs a German suplex but all four
shoulders are down for the double pin at 10:54.

Rating: C+. Mao seems like someone who is holding the title so
that someone can beat him to take it in a big moment. That'’s
not the worst way to go but Starkz wasn’t the one to take it
from him here. I guess they were going for a good/innocent vs.
evil here and it worked well enough, but the match was hardly
memorable.

Since there 1is no winner...we do Rock, Paper, Scissors
(seriously) with Mao retaining (scissors to paper).

Damnation T.A. vs. Nick Wayne/Takeshi Masada

That would be Daisuke Sasaki/Kanon, who get jumped before the
bell as the fight starts fast. The fight heads outside with
Sasaki taking over on Masada, allowing Kanon to come in with a
backbreaker. Some knees to the back get two and a swinging
neckbreaker gives Kanon the same. Masada gets up with a
dropkick and Wayne comes in to pick up the pace. An Asail
moonsault takes out T.A. and a fisherman’s suplex gets two on
Sasaki back inside.

Sasaki 1is back with a superkick into a quickly broken
crossface but Masada is sent outside. Wayne slips out of a
powerbomb attempt and it’'s Masada coming back in with a
brainbuster for two. Everything breaks down and a double
Wayne’'s World is broken up. An accidental (allegedly) low blow
puts Wayne on the floor and an over the shoulder powerbomb/top
rope elbow combination gives Kanon the pin on Masada at 7:07.

Rating: C. This was a rather basic tag match and that is not
the worst thing. What matters is that an established team
(they have a name so they must be a regular team) gets a win
with Wayne’s AEW connections offering some star power. They
didn’t have much time to get very far here but what they got
in wasn’t bad.



Konosuke Takeshita vs. Shunma Katsumata

Takeshita is a bit popular. Shunma jumps him on the floor to
start and hits a running dropkick in the corner as the bell
rings. They head outside with Shunma hitting a DDT on the
floor but some forearms just wake Takeshita up. Back in and
Shunma scores with a top rope Meteora into a double stomp but
Takeshita casually dodges a dropkick. Some kicks to the head
have Shunma on the floor and there’s a brainbuster to drop him
on his head.

Back in again and Shunma dives into a powerbomb, followed by
another brainbuster for two. The one armed camel clutch goes
on but Shunma fights out and slugs away. More forearms just
annoy Takeshita again so he hits one heck of a forearm to drop
Shunma hard. Shunma’s clotheslines finally put Takeshita down
for two but a top rope splash only hits raised knees. An elbow
to the face and the running knee give Takeshita two each so he
grabs a Liontamer for the win at 9:42.

Rating: B-. They got a bit more time here and it was cool to
see Takeshita shrug off so much offense and then end Shunma
without much trouble. This was more about Takeshita getting a
big showcase and he felt like a huge star out there. Shunma
seems to have a history with Takeshita and tried to do
everything he could, but this was Takeshita’'s match and it
went well.

Yuki Ueno vs. Mike Bailey

Ueno’s KO-D Openweight Title isn’t on the line for some
reason. We get a rather intense handshake to start before
Bailey hits a brainbuster for two less than ten seconds in.
They slug it out with Bailey being knocked to the floor but
managing to kick a dive out of the air. Another strike off on
the floor sees Bailey kick the post by mistake and a running
knee puts him down again. Bailey’s foot is kind enough to kick
Ueno off the apron and hit a triangle moonsault to the floor.



Back in and Bailey hits a top rope double stomp to the back of
the head for two, followed by some kicks to the chest for two
each. Bailey grabs a kneebar, with Ueno making the rope rather
quickly. Ueno shrugs off some shots to the head and grabs a
brainbuster for two. Bailey is knocked outside for a corkscrew
dive, followed by a running crotch attack to the back of the
head back inside. Naturally Bailey shrugs it off and kicks
away, with a running shooting star press connecting for two.

Ueno grabs some German suplexes but Bailey keeps popping up
with kicks to the face. They finally both collapse before
coming back up to trade forearms. Ueno takes him to the apron
for a German suplex and they crash to the floor with the hold
not being broken. Bailey blocks another suplex and hits the
moonsault knees.

Back in and Ueno snaps off a super hurricanrana for two but a
springboard moonsault misses. Bailey kicks him in the head for
two more but the tornado kick misses. Ueno gets kicked down
again and Bailey hits the Ultimate Weapon for two. The
poisonrana into a running knee gives Ueno two and another
running knee gets one. A big dropkick sets up something like a
DDT STO to give Ueno the pin at 18:53.

Rating: B. This one is going to depend on your tolerance for
Bailey no selling most of the offense against him and throwing
a bunch of kicks. Other than that, they had a hard hitting
match and beat on each other until Bailey couldn’t get up
after a kind of lame finisher. The match’s intensity made it
work, though why was this not a title match? Does it make that
much of a difference?

Overall Rating: B. I had a lot of fun with this one as they
didn't waste any time and were flying through a bunch of
stuff. Nothing on here was bad and it made for a rather
entertaining two hours. There was just enough of a mixture of
good action with goofiness to make it work and this was one of
the more enjoyable shows of the weekend. Maybe just go a bit



longer, but what we got was quite effective.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

WrestleCon Supershow 2024:
Vague Memories

WrestleCon Supershow 2024

Date: April 4, 2024

Location: 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Kevin Gill, Veda Scott

It'’s one of the biggest independent events of Wrestlemania
Weekend and as usual, the card is rather stacked. You will
regularly get some rather nice surprises to boost up what is
already advertised and that makes it a lot more fun. This time
around most of the card has been advertised in advance to
change it up a bit. Let’'s get to it.
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I was in the crowd for this, sitting near the stage (all of
three feet in front of commentary, which I could hear
throughout for a really weird feeling). However, I had a bad
case of vertigo kick in just before the show started and it
didn’t wrap up until around the start of the main event so I
spent a good chunk of this show trying not to fall over. I
don’t remember much of it as a result so this should be fun.

ECW announcer Stephen DeAngelis welcomes us to the show and
shows us a video on Mark Hitchcock, a graphic designer who
passed away on his honeymoon. The show has been named in his
honor ever since.

Joey Janela vs. Nic Nemeth

Feeling out process to start with neither getting anywhere off
an exchange of lockups. Nemeth wrestles him down without much
trouble and Janela seems to realize he’s in trouble on the
mat. Janela gets over to the ropes before running Nemeth down
in a bit more successful strategy. Back up and Nemeth misses a
Stinger Splash, allowing Janela to hit a rather snazzy chop.

Nemeth gets sent into the ropes for a quick German suplex and
Janela sends him outside as commentary talks about the paths
these two took to get here. Back in and we hit the neck crank
as Gill has quite the trouble remembering if it’'s Nemeth or
Ziggler (fair enough). Janela hits some more hard chops as
commentary talks about how you can hear the chops throughout
the arena (true).

An Angle Slam gets Nemeth out of trouble for a much needed
breather as they’re both down. Back up and Nemeth starts the
comeback, with a ram into four different corners. The
superkick is blocked though and they go into a pinfall
reversal sequence for two each. They slug it out and trade
superkicks until Nemeth hits a dropkick for another double
knockdown.

Janela manages to grab the Death Valley Driver onto the apron



but Nemeth is right back with the running DDT for two.
Nemeth’s Fameasser is countered into a powerbomb, followed by
the package piledriver for another near fall. Janela takes too
long going up and gets superplexed back down for the big
crash. Back up and Janela hits a running elbow to put both of
them down again. Nemeth shrugs that off and hits a Fameasser
into the Danger Zone for the pin at 18:17.

Rating: B. Janela likes to go long in his matches but he did
well here. This isn’t about some big long term story or
anything serious, but rather having an entertaining match.
Nemeth getting to do things outside of WWE is rather
interesting for a change and facing Janela in a long match is
almost a rite of passage. Good stuff here and it felt like a
match that could have hung on a more traditional show.

Los Boricuas vs. FBI/?7??

This would be Savio Vega/Miguel Perez Jr./Nathalya Perez (with
the rest of the team) vs. Little Guido/Tommy Rich/a mystery
partner in the form of...Deonna Purrazzo (and Tony Mamaluke to
even things up a bit). For those of you who don’t know who
Nathalya is Miguel'’s daughter, making her the first ever third
generation Puerto Rican wrestler. Miguel and Guido start
things off but it’s quickly off to Savio vs. Rich.

Nathalya comes in and wants Purrazzo, which does not seem to
be a good idea. Nathalya actually takes her into the corner
and chops away, only for Purrazzo to demonstrate it a bit
better. Purrazzo drops her rather quickly so it’'s off to
Miguel, who drives Rich into the corner. An elbow to the head
gets Rich out of trouble and Guido comes in for a Paisan elbow
in a nice flashback.

Hold on though as Guido is sent outside for some Boricuas
cheating, meaning we have a big ejection. Miguel grabs a
chinlock on Guido before Savio comes back in and is promptly
crossbodied. Miguel is right there to cut him off with a



clothesline but Guido gets in a middle rope..we’ll call it a
clothesline. The tag brings Rich back in for the right hands
as everything breaks down. Nathalya slugs it out with Purrazzo
and they trade kicks to the head, only for Purrazzo to grab
the Fujiwara armbar for the tap at 9:33.

Rating: C. This was there for the sake of some goofy old
school fun and there is nothing wrong with that. The fans are
going to be into the FBI and their goofy dancing while Los
Boricuas certainly have a reputation. Purrazzo was a nice
surprise and fit in well with the team, while Nathalya’s
biggest flaw is she looks incredibly young. That will change
with time, but for now, she looks like a teenager out there.
Anyway, fun match to pop the live crowd.

Rob Van Dam vs. Mike Bailey

Veda Scott is a bit biased here, which might be due to her
being married to Bailey. Bill Alfonso is here with Van Dam for
the old school feeling and yes it’s Walk for the entrance
music. As a bonus, Jerry Lynn 1is guest referee. They fight
over a lockup to start until Van Dam fakes a clean break by
grabbing a headlock. Said headlock takes Bailey over a few
times but he headscissors his way to freedom.

Back up and they both miss kicks for a standoff, with the fans
dubbing this awesome. For some reason Van Dam thinks it’s time
to pose, allowing Bailey to kick him down. You don’'t break up
Van Dam’s posing so he chokes on the ropes, poses, and hits a
slingshot legdrop. Bailey is draped over the barricade for the
spinning kick to the back for the nasty landing on the floor.
Van Dam takes too long getting some water from a fan and gets
taken down by an Asai moonsault. Gill worries about Fonzie
being taken out as well but Scott said “don’t worry, he’s a
resilient chap”.

Back in and Bailey hits a hard Helluva Kick into a Tajiri
handspring elbow into a running shooting star press for two.



The moonsault knees miss though and Van Dam gets two off a
rollup. That'’s enough to draw Fonzie in for an argument, which
only allows Bailey to nail the bouncing kicks. Bailey misses a
big kick but Van Dam misses the Rolling Thunder. The shooting
star misses for Bailey so Fonzie throws in the chair for a Van
Daminator. The Five Star finishes Bailey at 10:57.

Rating: C+. Oh like Van Dam was losing in the ECW Arena on a
special show like this. The good thing about Van Dam is that
unlike most of the former ECW stars, he can still more than
hang in there and have a perfectly watchable match. That was
the case here as he and Bailey had an entertaining match with
the right ending. Nice stuff here and seeing Van Dam in this
building was special.

Rev Pro British Heavyweight Title: Michael Oku vs. Titan

Oku, with Amira, is defending. They go with the grappling to
start with Titan twisting out of a wristlock. Stereo dropkick
attempts miss and they chop it out, with Oku sticking his
chest out but getting kicked in the stomach instead. Back up
and Oku sends him outside, only for Titan to jump back inside
for the suicide dive.

They get back inside where Titan kicks him in various areas
but Oku is back with a middle rope dropkick. With Titan on the
floor, Oku hits a running shooting star over the ropes to take
him out again. A high crossbody gives Oku two back inside but
Titan drops him on the apron. That means a top rope double
stomp, only to have Titan come up favoring his knee. Back in
and Titan misses another double stomp, allowing Oku to knee
him in the face.

The Lionsault sets up the half crab (Oku’s finisher) but the
rope is reached rather quickly. Titan’s knee is fine enough to
hit a springboard tornado DDT and we get a double breather.
They forearm it out until Titan gets the better of an exchange
of kicks to the face. Titan’s top rope double stomp gets two



but bangs up the knee again. Oku pulls him into the half crab
and bridges back for the tap to retain at 15:32.

Rating: B. It was a good, back and forth match with the title
helping a lot. I'm not sue I get Oku'’s appeal a lot of the
time, but he was feeling it here and the submission/high
flying combination worked well here. Titan did well with his
own stuff as well and it was a rather entertaining match that
felt like it could have been on any regular show, which is a
nice fit in on a show like this one.

Rascalz vs. Matt Riddle/Mustafa Ali

That was unadvertised so all three entrances get quite the
reaction. Riddle takes Wentz down without much trouble to
start and they wrestle to a standoff. Wentz gets a
headscissors but Riddle slips out, only to miss the big kick
to the chest. Back up and Wentz slips out of a German suplex
and they slap each other in the face, followed by an exchange
of respectful nods.

Ali comes in and takes over on Miguel’s arm but Miguel 1is
right back up with an armbar of his own. They trade some quick
near falls and that’s good for a standoff. Everything breaks
down and Riddle sends the Rascalz to the floor for the big
dive from Ali in a nice bit of teamwork. Back in and Wentz
kicks Riddle down to grab the chinlock, followed by the
wishbone into stereo basement dropkicks (ouch) for two.

Miguel kicks him in the head again but Ali gets over to bring
Ali in and pick up the pace. Riddle gets pulled off the apron
though and Ali misses a charge into the corner, allowing the
double teaming strikes to drop Ali for two more. Wentz’s hard
DDT gets two but Ali fights right back up (as tends to be the
case) and brings Riddle back in to clean house. A snazzy
German suplex gets two on Miguel but the Floating Bro 1is
broken up. Ali is back in with the tornado DDT, only to miss
the 450 and roll into a cutter from Wentz. A springboard



cutter drops Riddle, who bounces back up with a double cutter.
The Bro Derek finishes Miguel at 14:20.

Rating: B. Ali and Riddle are something of an indy dream team
at the moment and it was cool to see them getting together and
having a heck of a match here. At the same time, there 1is
something odd about seeing a makeshift team beating a regular
team, which was a major focal point from commentary. That
being said, it’s hard to imagine most people beating Riddle
when he gets into that mode and the match was rather good.

Respect is shown post match.

Josh Alexander vs. Masato Tanaka

Alexander easily takes it to the mat for an early standoff and
they fight over hammerlock control. A running shoulder puts
Tanaka down but he'’s back up with the right hands in the
corner. They chop it out until Alexander dragon screw legwhips
him down. Tanaka’'s leg is fine enough for him to grab a
suplex, only to have Alexander roll some German suplexes for
two.

The C4 Spike is countered into the sliding elbow to give
Tanaka two of his own. Tanaka’'s top rope superplex..doesn’t
really hurt Alexander, who pops back up for the clothesline
comeback (?). The Roaring Elbow gives Tanaka two but his top
rope splash hits raised knees. That means the ankle lock (the
first of many I'm sure) goes on for Alexander but Tanaka rolls
out, earning himself the running crossbody to the back.

Back in and Tanaka wins a slugout, even knocking Alexander’s
headgear off. Alexander elbows him down for two and they
forearm it out again. Tanaka knocks him into the corner for
Diamond Dust and another near fall but Alexander is back with
a powerbomb onto the knee. The C4 Spike finishes Tanaka at
12:16.

Rating: B. Take two hard hitters and let them beat the fire



out of each other for about twelve minutes until the bigger
name hits his finisher for the pin. It was a good, hard
hitting match and one of those “hmm, that’s interesting” deals
that you can see on a show like this one. Alexander continues
to feel like a big fish in a small pond with TNA so it’s nice
to see him getting a moment to shine here.

The ring announcer thanks the fans.

Team CMLL vs. Team Dragon Gate

CMLL: Averno/Barbaro Cavernario/Mistico/Star Jr./Villano III
Jr.
Dragon Gate: Dragon Kid/Kota Minoura/Kzy/Shun Skywalker/Yamato

The annual ten man tag is a WrestleCon Supershow signature.
Skywalker (quite the villain) bails to the floor to start as
commentary is flat out saying they can’t keep track of all
these people. Cavernario and Kid start things off with some
grappling on the mat until Cavernario pulls him into a quickly
broken surfboard. Cavernario hits him in the face but Kid
snaps off a headscissors.

Averno and Yamato come in with Averno taking Yamato down but
getting caught with an arm crank. With that not working, we
get the big staredown between Skywalker and Mistico, with the
handshake not happening. Mistico snaps off a running
headscissors to send him outside and there’s the dive to take
Skywalker out again. Everything breaks down for a brawl on the
floor until we settle down to Star chopping it out with Kzy.

Star hits a jumping uppercut to put Kzy down until Star ties
him in the ropes for a springboard fadeaway legdrop (ala
Carmelo Hayes). A kind of flipping slam plants Kzy for two and
Star hits a springboard clothesline. Villano comes in to
hammer away on Minoura as everything breaks down again.

We settle down (kind of) to Skywalker throwing Cavernario into
the corner, allowing Kid to come in and drop some knees.



Averno comes in and gets stomped down before Yamato grabs a
quickly broken chinlock. It’s back to Villano, who is taken
down as well with Dragon Gate holding his partners back in a
smart move. That doesn’t last long either as Star comes in and
gets taken down in a hurry.

Kzy’'s elbow to the back gets two with Mistico making the save
but getting caught in the wrong corner as well. Mistico and
Minoura strike it out until a swinging Boss Man Slam gives
Minoura two. Skywalker comes in but Mistico is back with a
handspring double elbow and it'’s back to Star. The big dive to
the floor takes out most of Dragon Gate and Mistico hits a
bigger dive to send them into the crowd.

Back in and Kid gets triple teamed but manages to hand it back
to Averno. Skywalker gets caught in the ropes for a bunch of
strikes to the chest/head and back to back triplebombs get two
with Kid making the save. Averno gets super hurricanranaed
down and a frog splash gets two and Cavernario gets kicked in
the head...sending him into the Worm.

Something like a Vader Bomb hits Kid or two as everything
breaks down. Mistico gets kicked down by Kzy but Skywalker
shoves his own partner down, wanting the win for himself. That
lets Star hit a top rope double stomp on Skywalker, setting up
an arm/leg crank. Mistico adds La Mistica to Kzy for the
double submission at 24:47.

Rating: B. This was quite the display of talent with everyone
in there going nuts to get int heir own bit of offense. That
being said, the match ran long as the stretch where Dragon
Gate triple teamed people and cut the ring off just kept
going. It was a fun spectacle but never really did anything
all that huge to take it up to the next level.

Post match Skywalker goes after CMLL again and gets stomped
down.

Of note: following the show, I went to dinner and wound up



sitting next to most of Team CMLL (minus Mistico). They were
all unmasked but I recognized Cavernario, who confirmed it was
the rest of the team and apparently some others. None of them
could say who they were, but it was a rather cool treat.

Gill hypes up the main event and intros the ring announcer,
who isn’t quite ready, resulting in a 47 second run on
sentence introduction with Gill all but begging him to start
talking. You could hear the relief in Gill’'s voice when the
introductions began and he got some applause for his efforts.

Paul Walter Hauser vs. Sami Callihan

Street fight and Hauser 1is mainly an (Emmy Award winning)
actor who occasionally wrestles. Callihan jumps him from
behind to start and says F*** Philly/WrestleCon because he’s
about to cut up an Emmy winner. The stomping is on, followed
by a kendo stick shot to the back. Callihan grabs a bag of
toys, starting with a piece of paper to cut the creases
between Hauser’s fingers.

Naturally he follows with a lemon to squeeze the juice into
the cuts for the real pain. The pizza cutter slices Hauser's
head up as commentary brings up Hauser invading Callihan’s
Wrestling Revolver promotion. Back in and Callihan carves him
up with the cutter again but Hauser busts out some powder for
a needed breather. Callihan hits him with a table but chops
the post by mistake.

It's time for a door, though we pause for Hauser to trade his
torn shirt to a fan for a fresh one. Back in and Hauser misses
a charge to get sent through the door and Callihan whips out
some staple guns. Callihan even throws one to Hauser and they
trade staples to various body parts. Hauser staples him low
and drops a headbutt for two. It’s time for thumbtacks but
Hauser’'s middle rope elbow only hits said tacks.

A table is brought in and a powerbomb sends Hauser through it
for two. Callihan knocks the referee down and grabs the kendo



stick. Said stick is thrown down so Callihan kicks him low and
gets two from Bill Alfonso of all people. The near fall
doesn’t work for Callihan, who decks Alfonso and grabs the
kendo stick...for the Sandman’s pose.

The lights go out and we get the full Enter Sandman treatment
as the Sandman is here. I remember watching Sandman as a kid
and thinking this was the coolest entrance ever so getting to
see it in person, in the ECW Arena, even when Sandman is 60
and has been retired forever, was an all time wrestling
moment. For a bonus, we also cut back to the ring where
Alfonso is just sitting in the corner watching the entrance in
a funny moment. Sandman finally gets in and canes Callihan,
allowing Hauser to hit the White Russian Legsweep into the
tacks for the pin at 23:38.

Rating: C. The match itself was WAY too long, but the only
thing that mattered here was getting in the big Sandman moment
at the end. Hauser gets to beat the evil Callihan in a fun and
special ending and it did that well enough. The problem is the
match could have been ten minutes shorter, as you can only see
so much of Callihan beating him up in between short comebacks.
This had to headline for the sake of Sandman though and that
was worth the wait.

Hauser thanks the fans for letting him into their world to end
the show.

Overall Rating: B. This show is always tricky to do as it has
so many things going on with all kinds of interesting matches.
While some of them didn’t quite work, the stuff that was good
was very good, especially with just the right amount of ECW
nostalgia. I look forward to this show every year and it
worked again here, albeit with a few less than great spots.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.

Joey Janela’s Spring Break 8:
Can We Go Back To School?

Joey Janela’s Spring Break 8

Date: April 5, 2024

Location: Penns Landing Caterers, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Dave Prazak, Veda Scott

This is one of the bigger independent shows of Wrestlemania
Weekend and the biggest GCW show as well. The main event if
Joey Janela himself challenging the rather unpopular Black
Christian for the GCW World Title. As usual this show could be
all over the place and that makes it more fun. Let’s get to
it.

I only follow GCW to a certain extent so I apologize in
advance for missing details about characters or storylines.
I'm basically going based off what commentary or the wrestlers
tell me.


http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/04/18/joey-janelas-spring-break-8-can-we-go-back-to-school/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/04/18/joey-janelas-spring-break-8-can-we-go-back-to-school/

Note that I was in the arena for this show, sitting in the
sixth row with the entrance on my right.

In Memory of Virgil.
Opening video.

Rina Yamashita/Masha Slamovich vs. Minoru Suzuki/Masato Tanaka

Rina and Tanaka start things off with the former’s running
shoulders not getting her very far. Suzuki and Slamovich come
in but I can’t stop looking at a rather stupid looking fan.
Looks like some overrated wrestling reviewer. Slamovich can’t
get very far so it’'s back to Tanaka to take her down by the
arm. The fight heads out to the floor and we go split screen,
which is more than most major promotions can remember to do.

Back in and Suzuki stomps away at Slamovich in the corner
before Tanaka just slaps her in the face. It’s back to Suzuki
who alternates between cranking on various limbs to keep
Slamovich down. Slamovich manages a quick suplex and it'’s back
to Rina to pick things up. We get the “let’s stand here and
exchange forearms”, with Suzuki getting the better of things.

Tanaka comes in for a top rope superplex, which he rolls into
another suplex. Rina gets away for the tag back to Slamovich,
who strikes both guys down. A double powerbomb gets two on
Tanaka and let’s get a door. Splash Mountain through the door
is broken up by Suzuki, who 1s sent outside. Tanaka puts
Slamovich (mostly) through the table for two but Slamovich 1is
right back with a crucifix for the pin at 13:48.

Rating: C+. This was a nice start as the fans are always going
to react to Suzuki and Tanaka was a big enough deal in ECW for
the local fans. Other than that, it didn’t get too violent and
that left us with a mostly clean tag match. It’s nice to see
something like that on a show that has a tendency to get nuts,
though I'm sure that’s coming later.



Rock N Roll Express/Kerry Morton vs. East West Express/Mike
Bailey

The Rock N Roll (Ricky Morton and Robert Gibson) are legends
(as opposed to the East/West of Jordan Oliver and Nick Wayne)
and of course good guys but Kerry (Ricky’s son) 1s a
loudmouthed heel. Before the match, Kerry tells the fans to
shut the f*** up and asks who all of these people think they
are to get in the ring with the. And then the fans B00 HIM?7??
Kerry jumps the three of them from behind to no avail and it'’s
a neckbreaker into Bailey'’s shooting star press for two.

Wayne and Oliver start working on the arm before it’s off to
Ricky, who gets elbowed in the face. Ricky tells Wayne to run
the ropes but Kerry gets in a cheap shot, which doesn’t work
for Kerry. The fans sing their disdain for Kerry, who doesn’t
take kindly to it but does take Wayne down with a slingshot
suplex. Wayne manages a running uppercut for a breather and
it's Bailey coming back in to pick up the pace.

Oliver snaps off a double chop and..bounces up and down a lot.
The East/West comes in for their double cutter out of the
corner but Kerry shoves the referee into the ropes for the
break, earning him a big yelling from Ricky. He even slaps
Kerry and I guess that’s enough for Ricky to be Legal. A
Canadian Destroyer hits Wayne and he dives onto a bunch of
people, including Kerry. The Mortons hit stereo dropkicks for
two on Wayne as Bailey makes the save. Oliver and Wayne are
back in though and it’'s the double cutter for the pin on Ricky
at 9:21.

Rating: C+. This was more about Ricky vs. Kerry than anything
else while also having the Rock N Roll in there. It made for a
good enough story, but the action was only so good. You can
only get so much out of the Rock N Roll these days and while
that's fair enough, it was smart to keep this relatively
short. And of course with Bailey in there, because he comes
complete with every Wrestlemania Weekend show.



Dragon Gate Classic vs. Reiwa New Generation

That would be Dragon Kid/Kzy/Yamato vs. Ben-K/Kota
Minoura/Shun Skywalker. Yamato and Ben start things off and
they go to the mat for the grappling exchange. With that not
working, Kzy and Minoura come in and the latter doesn’t think
much of what appears to be dancing. That doesn’t work either,
so it’'s off to the masked Skywalker and the, uh, also masked
Kid.

A Stundog Millionaire drops Skywalker so Ben and Minoura come
in for an assisted kick to Kid’s face. Ben does his rotating
gutwrench suplex to drop Kid again, followed by Skywalker’s
suplex to keep Kid in trouble. Minoura comes back in with a
Boston crab, sending Kid straight to the ropes.

Kid finally manages to get in a shot of his own and it’s back
to Yamato to pick up the pace. Kzy hits a big dive to the
floor, leaving Yamato to suplex Ben for two. Minoura gets
super hurricanranaed down and Kzy’'s frog splash gets two more.
Back up and Skywalker monkey flips Kzy into Kid and Yamato but
Kzy forearms the heck out of Skywalker. Minoura is back in and
gets caught in a crucifix to give Kid the pin at 13:53.

Rating: B. They were doing the showcase route here and that
went rather well. It’s a case where you take a bunch of
talented people and let them go out there for a bunch of fun
spots for a good while. It worked well here with everyone
going nuts until someone got the pin. Rather entertaining
stuff here and it went exactly as it should have.

Cole Radrick vs. Aigle Blanc vs. Alec Price vs. Arez vs. Leon
Slater vs. Marcus Mathers vs. Mr. Danger vs. Myron Reed

Grab The Brass Ring ladder match, with a Sonic looking ring
above the ring, meaning the winner gets a shot at any title on
demand. It’s a big brawl to start and everyone heads outside
and thankfully we go split screen again. Radrick and Blanc
grab chairs and go back inside for a duel, with Radrick



knocking him right back to the floor. Mathers comes back in to
kick the chair into Radrick’s head before it’s Danger coming
in for a springboard legdrop to knock a ladder onto Reed’s
face.

Now it’'s Arez and Mathers picking up a ladder to clear a few
people out, only to have Blanc break it up. We get the
required ladder around the head (Price’'s in this case) so he
can spin around rather quickly to knock a bunch of people
down. Price is down as well so it’s Microman, who stands 3’3,
in with a tiny ladder of his own. He does his own ladder spin,
resulting in a bunch of low blows for even more knockdowns.
Microman sends Mathers into a ladder in the corner and there’s
a headscissors to Price.

Back up and Price nails a clothesline before going up. Arez
breaks that up with a springboard cutter so Radrick grabs the
ladder, only to have that broken up as well. Mathers shoves a
ladder over to send Danger into another ladder. Blanc misses a
Swanton onto the ladder, allowing Slater to hit a Swanton 450
(that looks cool) to crush Blanc again. Mathers powerbombs
Blanc onto a bunch of people on the floor but Reed pulls him
off the ladder.

A F5 onto the top into a Downward Spiral plants Mathers but
Price sends Reed face first into the ladder. There’s the big
dive to the pile on the floor, leaving Slater to hit the huge
dive over the post. A bunch of people check on Slater until
Reed dives over the top for a cutter onto the pile. Danger
goes up for the huge moonsault onto a bunch of people, leaving
the fans pleased and everyone else down. Back in and Danger
goes up but Radrick slows him down. Mathers and Price go up as
well before going crashing down, leaving Radrick to knock
Danger off and win at 17:06.

Rating: B-. This was the big cluster (ok maybe not the best
word on a Joey Janela show) ladder match and it worked rather
well. It’s the best way to have this many people on the roster



at once as the fans get to see a bunch of stars in one match.
It helps that there were stakes with this being similar to the
Money In The Bank ladder match. There were a lot of people out
there, but at least they kept things moving well enough.

Matt Cardona vs. Blue Pain

Cardona, with Steph de Lander and Jimmy Lloyd, is dressed as
Macho King (with Queen Steph) and lets us know how Llucky we
are to have him. He was on TNA AND AEW recently and this
weekend, his best friend Cody Rhodes will finish his story.
Pain on the other hand is better known as Blue Kane and he’s
kind of the Xanta Claus version of Kane: he wears blue, he
controls cold instead of fire, he comes out to Eiffel 65’'s
Blue song, and he weighs two Cease And Desist Orders.

Cardona strikes away to start and gets scared out to the
floor, as the flashbacks to the old US Title days are still
real (that’'s a weirdly clever idea). Back in and Pain
uppercuts Cardona right back to the floor, meaning it’'s time
to stalk Cardona into the crowd. They fight into the balcony
(not that high) and Pain loads up a table, only to get hit in
the eyes with..something. Lloyd has to make the save but gets
put in a chair and sent through the table (call back to Kane
vs. Cardona back in WWE).

They get back in, where a de Lander distraction lets Cardona
knock Pain off the top, setting up stereo Broski Boots. An Urn
is brought in but Cardona hits de Lander by mistake (she urned
that one), allowing Pain to hit the top rope clothesline. A
chokeslam gets two, with de Lander pulling the referee out.

Radio Silence connects and another referee, dressed like Zack
Ryder and coming out to the Zack Ryder theme, comes in to
count two but flips Cardona off and kicks him low. Pain fights
up with a chokeslam attempt, only to have Ryder hit him low,
as Cardona reveals (and drops to the floor) a cup. That
doesn’t work either so chokeslams abound until Lloyd is back.



A fireball to the face (oddly appropriate) blinds Pain and
Radio Silence lets all four villains pile on for the pin at
9:04.

Rating: B-. We can call this the definition of “stupid, goofy
fun” and that is not a bad thing. Cardona is a big deal around
here and it’s nice to see him getting to do something as silly
as beating up a blue version of a monster who messed with him
about ten years ago. Sometimes you need to do something
ridiculous to give the fans a good time and that is exactly
what happened here.

Gringo Loco vs. Amazing Red

This should be fun. Feeling out process to start with neither
being able to get anywhere, including Red offering a clean
break. They run the ropes and exchange some near falls until
Red pauses on a big kick to the head. Loco isn’t having a
handshake and knocks him outside, only to have Red snap off a
hurricanrana.

The dive drops Loco again and Red sends him into the chairs
before going back inside for the chops. Loco fights up and
knocks him to the floor this time, only to let Red get back in
due to that pesky respect stuff. Back in and a tornado DDT
gives Red two more as they’'re going back and forth here.
Loco’s sitout powerbomb gives him two of his own but a top
rope superplex is broken up.

Instead Red sends him down for a top rope faceplant but Loco
hits a standing version for two more. Another powerbomb is
countered into a hurricanrana to give Red two so they both go
up. This time it’s a super Spanish Fly to give Loco another
near fall and they’re both a bit winded. Loco loads
up..something but gets kicked in the back, allowing Red to take
him up top for a super poisonrana. A top rope double stomp
into a frog splash into Code Red is enough to give Red the pin
at 15:55.



Rating: B. This was a way more straightforward match and it
went rather well. After having all of the goofiness before and
the violence that is still scheduled, it is nice to have
something like this. Red is way past his prime but can still
do some rather nice things. Loco is still more than good
enough as well and they had a rather solid match here, at
least given the circumstances.

Respect is shown post match.

We recap Mance Warner vs. Effy in an I Quit match. The
commentary before the video said they’'re former stablemates
and now hate each other, but we’'re not told why or what
happened. Warner is rather violent though and apparently
stabbed Effy with a drill to the head. As you do.

Effy vs. Mance Warner

I Quit and the fans do not like Warner whatsoever. We even get
the Big Match Intros to really make this feel special. Warner
hammers away to start and strikes away, only to charge into a
German suplex. Effy hits a running boot in the corner and
flips into something like a dragon sleeper. That's broken up
so Effy hits a spear to take Warner down again.

It’s time to bring in some chairs, one of which 1is thrown over
the top and onto Warner’s head. Effy chairs him down and loads
up a door, but does stop to chair Warner down again in a smart
move. Warner 1is fine enough to spinebuster him through an open
chair and a spinning DDT through the table connects. It’s way
too early for Effy to quit so Warner chairs him down again.

Back up and Effy sends him through another door for another
no, setting up a piledriver onto the chairs. Effy tries a
Rough Ryder but is quickly powerbombed down onto the chairs as
well. That’s nowhere near enough so let’s steal the referee’s
belt to whip Effy over the back. Effy shrugs that off and
grabs the belt, which he wraps around his fist to punch Warner
in the face.



Some whipping in the corner makes Warner say no again and it’s
time to bridge a door between some chairs. Choking takes too
long though and Effy gets sent through the door, which is good
for another no. They slug it out on the apron, with Effy
snapping off a standing Blockbuster. Another door is loaded up
at ringside but Warner grabs a chokeslam to send him through
it as the violence continues.

Back in and they trade pieces of door shots to the head. Effy
gets the better of things again and they trade low blows to
put them both down again. Warner whips out a screwdriver to
hit Effy in the head and it’s time to bring out some zip ties.
The bloody Effy is tied to the top rope and Warner throws a
chair at his head. That's still a no so here is Allie Katch
(Effy’s partner) with the drill..but Warner chairs her down and
loads up the drill. Effy quits to save Katch at 21:47.

Rating: B-. This was the match that caught my eye more than
anything else on the card and it told a story (unlike the
story that we weren’t given about how we got here) but it
never really got to that next level. Instead it was just a
bunch of hitting people with stuff until they did the ending.
It wasn’t bad, but I was expecting more in what felt like it
could have been one of the best things on the show.

We recap Nick Gage/Maki Itoh vs. Danhausen/Ram Kaicho. Gage
was unhappy with Danhausen for costing him a win so it’'s time
to bring in a partner each.

Nick Gage/Maki Itoh vs. Danhausen/Ram Kaicho

Kaicho appears to be a bit dead and Gage and Itoh have
Discount Dewey Donovan with them (he still has a website,
where he brags about how little effort he has put into it and
has not updated it in about 18 years). The fans REALLY do not
like Danhausen during the Big Match Intros and even he seems a
bit surprised.

Danhausen and Gage start things off but Danhausen wants Itoh



instead. The curse 1is blocked with a middle finger so
Danhausen grabs a headlock. Itoh gets knocked down and
Danhausen drops a falling headbutt, a signature Itoh spot.
Back up and Itoh knocks him down so it’s off to Kaicho, who
uses her...death dust to blind Itoh? With that shrugged off,
Itoh hammers away in the corner and hits a running boot for
two. Gage comes in and knocks a crossbodying Itoh down and an
elbow makes it worse.

Itoh DDTs her way to freedom and hands it off to Danhausen to
slug away at Gage, followed by the flying shoulder. Everything
breaks down and Gage pulls Danhausen outside, where it’s time
to grab a door. All four get inside and it’'s a four way
knockdown, with Gage grabbing the pizza cutter.

Kaicho blasts him with the dust though and hits a dropkick to
put Gage through the door in the corner. Danhausen pizza
cutters Itoh and pours the teeth in her mouth, setting up the
running booth. Back up and Gage sends Danhausen through
another door as Itoh drops Kaicho. Stereo falling headbutts
give Gage and Itoh the stereo pins at 13:01.

Rating: C+. What were you expecting here? It was basically a
way to have Gage vs. Danhausen and it wasn’t exactly good.
Gage is as big of a star as he can be around here and more or
less 1t gave him a way to get on the card. Danhausen has
fallen really hard in recent months and while he’s not done
yet, it would be nice to see him getting to do something else
to freshen things up a bit.

Post match Gage thanks the fans so the winners can leave.

We recap Blake Christian defending the GCW World Title against
Joey Janela. No one likes Christian so it’'s time for Janela to
save the title from a horrible champion. He'’s also standing up
to Christian for going after Missy Hyatt, because that is a
thing that is happening in 2024.

GCW World Title: Blake Christian vs. Joey Janela




Christian, with Shane Mercer, is defending and Missy Hyatt
(with Gucci purse) is here with Janela. We get the Big Match
Intros and Janela is in the Lex Luger Summerslam 1993 gear,
which can’t go badly whatsoever. The mic goes out during
Christian’s entrance because even the electronics don’t like
Christian.

They fight over a lockup to start and that goes a grand total
of nowhere. Janela shoulders him out to the floor but
Christian is back in to slug away. A backdrop does a bit
better for Janela and it’s time for a door. That takes too
long so it’s Christian hitting a dive to send the door into
Janela for a change. We hit the hair pull, followed by a
chinlock, which isn’t a good sign less than ten minutes into
the match.

Janela fights up but gets sent outside, where Mercer puts him
into the post. Christian sends him face first through a chair
and even busts out a cartwheel inside. Back up and Janela
manages a quick cutter into a brainbuster for two, meaning
frustration is starting to set in. That takes too long so
Christian is back up with a springboard elbow for two of his
own.

Stereo clotheslines give us a double knockdown, followed by a
DDT to plant Christian onto the apron. The door is set up at
ringside but Christian slips out of a Death Valley Driver.
Back in and Janela snaps off a German suplex, followed by the
Death Valley Driver for two. Janela takes too much time going
up and gets knocked down, allowing Christian to hit a
springboard 450 for two of his own.

Christian sends him outside for the big flip dive into a
Nightmare On Helm Street on the floor. A moonsault press is
countered back inside and Janela hits a quick jackknife.
Janela grabs a chair to knock Christian down and then wraps
the chair around his head. Mercer offers a quick distraction
though and it’s Christian coming back with a spinebuster



through the chair.

A Stomp gives Christian two and the shock sets in quickly.
Mercer throws in a mostly broken door and some chairs but
Hyatt comes in, meaning Janela has to make the save. Janela
knocks Mercer off the top and through another table at
ringside, setting up a superplex through that rather lame
looking door.

A top rope stomp onto the door onto Christian gets two but
he’s back up with a quick DDT. They slug it out from their
knees until Hyatt grabs Christian’s leg (only took her two
tries). Christian pulls her in so Janela makes the save..and
Hyatt hits Janela with the Gucci bag. A stomp onto the bag
retains the title at 29:44.

Rating: D+. Janela has a tendency to go long in his matches
and that was certainly the case here. This is a match that
could have easily had fifteen minutes chopped off as they just
didn’t have much going on here. Christian can do the moves
well but he isn’t exactly a thrilling star otherwise. Janela
did what he could but they couldn’t have telegraphed the
ending any harder. Not a good main event, mainly as it went on
WAY too long.

The fans throw in trash (the referee is NOT happy) to end the
show.

Overall Rating: C+. This show started off well enough but it
went on about four hours in total and the fans were just done
by the main event. It’'s a show where they needed to cut some
time off from more than a few matches. I liked the show well
enough and a good chunk of it had some of that strong GCW
crowd energy, but the main event was rough. It doesn’t help
that there is nothing worth going out of your way to see.
Spring Break is supposed to be one of the really fun events
and this was more forgettable than anything else.

Results



Rina Yamashita/Masha Slamovich b. Minoru Suzuki/Masato Tanaka
— Crucifix to Tanaka

East West Express/Mike Bailey b. Rock N Roll Express/Kerry
Morton — Double middle rope cutter to Ricky

Dragon Gate Classic b. Reiwa New Generation — Crucifix to
Minoura

Cole Radrick won the Grab The Brass Ring Ladder Match

Matt Cardona b. Blue Pain — Radio Silence

Amazing Red b. Gringo Loco — Code Red

Mance Warner b. Effy when Effy quit

Nick Gage/Maki Itoh b. Danhausen/Ram Kaicho — Stereo falling
headbutts

Blake Christian b. Joey Janela — Stomp onto a Gucci bag

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Impact Wrestling — March 28,
2024: Guns Out?

Impact Wrestling

Date: March 28, 2024

Location: 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

We are less than a month away from Revolution and that means
the card needs to start being filled in. The top matches have
already been announced but there are still some things that
can be added in advance. TNA has been doing rather well in
recent weeks and it would be nice to see that continue. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.
Opening sequence.

Xia Brookside vs. Ash By Elegance vs. Dani Luna vs. Alisha
Edwards vs. Havok vs. Jody Threat vs. Masha Slamovich vs.

Rosemary

For a Knockouts Title shot at Rebellion and this is an 8-4-1
match, meaning we start with an eight woman tag
(Ash/Brookside/Rosemary/Luna VS.
Havok/Threat/Slamovich/Alisha). The winning team then has a
four way and the winner gets the title shot. Hold on though as
Elegance has a toothache and is out. Therefore we have a
replacement in the form of the returning Steph de Lander.

De Lander starts with Havok, who scares her over for an early
tag to Rosemary. Havok is sent into de Lander so it’'s off to
Alisha, who is powered down by Luna. A bulldog gives Alisha
two and Slamovich comes in to take over on Luna. Threat gets
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to fire off some clotheslines in the corner to Brookside, who
is back with a running headscissors. Everything breaks down
and Luna hits a slingshot Blue Thunder Bomb for two on
Slamovich.

They trade rollups for two each until Luna small packages her
for the pin at 5:16. So now it’s Luna vs. Rosemary vs.
Brookside vs. de Lander for the title shot. Hold on though as
Slamovich jumps Luna and sends her into the post to leave her
laying. Brookside 1s sent crashing into Ash (at ringside) so
Ash posts her hard. That'’'s enough for an elimination and we go
back to the ring where Matt Cardona runs in to hit Radio
Silence on Rosemary. A sitout TKO gives de Lander the pin and
the title shot at 8:10.

Rating: C. This is an interesting concept in theory but there
is only so much that you can do with an eight minute match
that runs two falls and had a bunch of stuff on the outside.
The final four were only in the ring together for a staredown
before three people interfered. De Lander and Cardona being
back is a big deal, though I'm not sure if this was the best
way to bring them back as the match was kind of all over the
place and rushing through with the limited time they had.

We look at Chris Sabin and Steve Maclin getting into it
earlier this week to set up a match tonight.

The Motor City Machine Guns and Kushida are in the back with
Sabin being glad the tension 1is over. Alex Shelley gets
offended by the idea of Sabin having issues over a singles
match and leaves.

Ace Austin isn’'t happy with Chris Bey going after the X-
Division Title last week when they have a rematch for the Tag
Team Titles coming up. Bey brings up Austin facing Frankie
Kazarian so he’ll go find Kazarian too.

The Grizzled Young Veterans call out Deaner, who comes out to
say he can face either of them right now. Deaner puts it up to



the people and Zack Gibson gets the call. Well actually we’ll
make that both so Deaner goes after both of them. Sure.

Grizzled Young Veterans vs. Deaner

Deaner slugs away to start and it goes as well as you would
expect to start. Drake knocks him down and it’s off to Gibson,
who is caught in an atomic drop. The Deaner DDT is broken up
and it’s a cheap shot from Drake on the apron. Grit Your Teeth
finishes Deaner at 2:22.

Nic Nemeth..is interrupted by Alex Shelley, who knows how to
beat the System. Shelley praises Nemeth, who says he’d be
honored to give Shelley the first title shot after he beats
Moose. Shelley would rather do it tonight so they’ll try to
get it set up.

Here 1is Josh Alexander who wants to get revenge on
Hammerstone. He has an open contract for tonight and calls
Hammerstone out but gets...Tracy Williams instead. Williams is
ready to fight because he has been wanting his opportunity
around here. If Hammerstone doesn’t want to fight, Williams
will do it. Works for Alexander.

Josh Alexander vs. Tracy Williams

They both try a hold to start but it just leads to a standoff.
Alexander loads up a suplex and they go over the top to crash
out to the floor. Back up and Alexander hits his running
crossbody to send Williams outside again and we take a break.
We come back with Williams blocking a C4 Spike attempt and
dropping Alexander instead. A butterfly superplex sets up an
armbar on Alexander, who bails straight to the ropes.

Alexander is back with a Regal Roll into an ankle lock but
Williams makes the ropes this time. That earns Williams a
powerbomb backbreaker for two but he breaks up another (4
Spike. Williams DDTs him onto the turnbuckle and hits a Death
Valley Driver into the crossface. They trade shots to the face



until Alexander rolls into the C4 Spike to put Williams away
at 10:24.

Rating: B-. This was the weekly good match of the show and
that’s a nice tradition to have. Williams coming in, even for
a one shot, is a fine addition and I could go for having him
around more often. He’'s the kind of wrestler who can work well
with anyone and it gives Alexander another boost before his
likely showdown with Hammerstone at Rebellion. Should Williams
stick around, he should work out well as he has the skill to
back up the pretty intense promo he had here.

Post match, respect is shown but here is Hammerstone (looking
very Brock Lesnarish) to jump them both. Williams gets torture
racked.

Mustafa Ali is happy to be on the cover of Pro Wrestling
IlTlustrated but tells Santino Marella that he shouldn’t be
defending the X-Division Title against Jake Something. Ali
mocks the name, with Santino saying anyone with any name can
be X-Division Champion. Like Rhino! Ali wants to know what
kind of a name that is. Ali: “He’s behind me isn’t he?” Rhino
pops in and gets an 0ld School Rules match with Ali next week.

Mike Bailey vs. Eddie Edwards

Trent Seven, Alisha Edwards and Brian Myers are all here too.
Bailey kicks away to start and knocks Eddie outside for the
dive. Chopping ensues but a Myers distraction lets Edwards
take over with some chops of his own. Back in and Bailey
fights up with a kick to the chest but gets poked in the eyes
for his efforts. A middle rope dropkick works a bit better for
Bailey and he kicks Eddie down, setting up a running shooting
star press.

Bailey kicks him outside for a corkscrew Asai moonsault, only
to miss the tornado kick back inside. Eddie’s Backpack Stunner
gets two but Bailey is back with the very rapid fire kicks.
The moonsault knees hit Eddie but Myers offers a distraction.



Seven cuts him off, leaving Bailey to kick Eddie in the head.
Alisha’s distraction doesn’t work though the Ultimate Weapon
misses anyway. The Boston Knee Party finishes for Eddie at
10:56.

Rating: B-. Another good match here, though the ending was a
bit weird as it looked like Eddie just beat him clean. I'm not
sure how that makes me more interested in seeing the title
match but at least it was a singles match rather than a tag
match. That being said, seeing Bailey lose after doing all of
his ridiculous kicks is often soothing and that was the case
again here.

PCO wants Kon in a Monster’s Ball match.

The FBI is coming next week. For those of you keeping track,
it is only a mere 23 years after ECW ended.

Frankie Kazarian is ready to end Eric Young for good but Chris
Bey comes in to say he wants Kazarian next week.

We look at Rich Swann joining forces with AJ Francis.

Here are Francis and Swann for a chat. They are collectively
known as First Class, with Francis getting to mock the
Philadelphia Eagles. Swann talks about how he is a former
World Champion but he has been in a slump lately. Francis was
the only person there for him and he offered to take Swann to
even higher heights than ever before.

Swann wasn’t sure, but then he was about to get his first win
in a long time. Joe Hendry made that blind tag and stole the
win though and Swann was crushed. Then he saw Francis again
and the persistence impressed him. Swann won his World Title
when there was no one around, so he doesn’t need these people.
If you’'re not First Class, you're last.

Laredo Kid talks about his history in wrestling and making it
up the ladder. He tries to have success everywhere he goes but



after winning a big match over El Hijo del Vikingo, he had a
serious internal injury and almost died. It made him want to
work harder and now he is coming for Crazzy Steve'’s Digital
Media Title.

Here’s what’s coming next week.

Chris Sabin vs. Steve Maclin

Sabin snaps off an armdrag to start and then does it again for
a bonus. The wristlock doesn’t work so Sabin armdrags him into
an armbar as the slow start continues. Maclin fights up and
they go to the floor, where Sabin sends him shoulder first
into the post. Back in and Sabin grabs another armbar, with
Maclin not being able to roll his way out of trouble. Instead
Maclin sends him into the buckle for the escape and we take a
break.

We come back with Maclin loading up a superplex but Sabin
breaks it up and hits a missile dropkick. A neckbreaker sends
Maclin into the corner and a quick DDT gives Sabin two. Sabin
stays smart with a crossface but Maclin gets out to the floor.
Maclin knees him out of the air for two but the spear in the
corner misses.

Instead Maclin grabs Mayhem For All for two and they’re both
down. The Jar Headbutt misses as well and they slug it out
until Maclin forearms him to the floor. Maclin’s Scud misses
on the floor and they’re both down again. After barely beating
the count, Maclin charges into a tornado DDT to give Sabin
two. Maclin catches him on top though and now the spear hits
in the corner. The KIA finishes Sabin clean at 15:23.

Rating: B. It’'s strange to see Sabin losing clean like this
but it does give Maclin the big win that he has been needing
for more than a bit. I’'m not sure what Maclin is being built
up for but it doesn’t likely mean anything good for Sabin and
company. Sabin 1is still capable of having a good match with
anyone though and beating him is a big deal for Maclin, so



well done if that is the direction things seem to be going.

Overall Rating: B. I liked this show a good bit as they
advanced some things for Rebellion and had the good action to
back it up. While there is still a long way to go before the
pay per view, there are enough stories that have me wondering
where things are going. Good show here, which is a pretty
longstanding tradition around here.

Results

Steph de Lander b. Xia Brookside, Dani Luna, Alisha Edwards,
Havok, Jody Threat, Masha Slamovich and Rosemary — Sitout TKO
to Rosemary

Grizzled Young Veterans b. Deaner — Grit Your Teeth

Josh Alexander b. Tracy Williams — C4 Spike

Eddie Edwards b. Mike Bailey — Boston Knee Party

Steve Maclin b. Chris Sabin — KIA

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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