Monday Night Raw — October 9,
2006 (Raw Family Reunion):
They Actually Did It

Monday Night Raw

Date: October 9, 2006

Location: Columbia Coliseum, Columbia, South Carolina
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, John
Bradshaw Layfield, Joey Styles, Tazz

It’'s a special three hour show this week with Raw Family
Reunion. A bunch of people who have not appeared in a long
time will be back and that could make for some interesting
moments. We are also in for the start of some new stories as
John Cena finally vanquished Edge for good last week inside a
cage. Let’'s get to it.

Here are last week'’s results if you need a recap.

New opening sequence, featuring To Be Loved by Papa Roach. I
always liked that one.

ALl of the commentators welcome us to the show, which does
give it the pay per view feeling.

Here’'s John Cena to get things going. He’s hyped up to be here

on this special edition of the show, which is also the 698"
episode. Before he gets going though, he has a message for
Edge, after the chairs, the cages, the violence and the
carnage, the champ is still here. Cue King Booker and Queen
Sharmell from Smackdown with Booker bragging about how he
retained the title in a four way last night at No Mercy. He
also brings up his last appearance on Raw, when he made Cena
kiss his feet.

Cena does a better British accent and talks about coming to
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Smackdown where he beat Booker’s team in a six man. The fight
is almost on but here’s Big Show to say he’s the Champion Of
Champions. Show: “You’ve got a white guy who talks like he’s
black.” Show: “What you talking about Willis?” Show says
Booker is a black guy who talks like Prince Charles so Cena
calls him the Michelin Man. Cena doesn’t think much of Show
calling himself the most dominant giant ever. Cena: “There’s
another giant. Andre, The. Look it up.”

Show says he’s heard that before and if Andre was here, Show
would beat him up too (that sounds so wrong). Booker asks what
the point is and then they argue over whose movie was best,
with Show bringing up the Waterboy. Booker talks about being
in Ready to Rumble and...the other two crack up laughing (I
mean... .ok yeah it was that bad). Cena thinks they should
figure out who the best is and hammers on Show, who clears the
ring in a hurry.

Teddy Long, Paul Heyman and Jonathan Coachman (the bosses)

argue in the back over what we just saw. Three matches are

made for later: Show vs. Jeff Hardy, Booker vs. Rob Van Dam
and Cena vs. Undertaker. Well that just escalated.

Umaga vs. Kane

Armando Alejandro Estrada (carrying a long wooden stick) 1is
here with Umaga and the loser leaves Raw. Kane slugs away to
start but Umaga hammers him into the corner. Umaga misses a
charge into the corner though and eats an elbow, only to knock
Kane outside in a hurry. We take a break and come back with
the running hip attack being cut off with a grab of the
throat.

The chokeslam is broken up though as Umaga knocks him down and
hits a top rope splash. The Samoan Spike is blocked as well
and now the chokeslam connects. There’'s the top rope
clothesline but Estrada hits Kane with the board, setting up
the Samoan Spike to give Umaga the pin.



Rating: D+. I wouldn’t expect any long matches tonight and
that is not the worst thing in the world. This was all about
wrapping up their rivalry (at least for now) and it worked out
well enough. Beating Kane is almost a required merit badge for
a monster so at least they got it out of the way again here.
Kane really needs a change of scenery anyway.

Post match Kane gets the big sendoff round of applause.

South Carolina football coach Steve Spurrier is here and gets
an introduction from Lilian Garcia.

Kane goes to leave but the Highlanders stop him to say it was
an honor to be here with him. The beating doesn’t take long
and Kane walks out.

DX has to give a formal apology for everything they did last
week when they ran the show, which apparently they weren’t
allowed to do. HHH doesn’t let Shawn finish any of them though
because none of them were their fault. Shawn apologizes for
beating Lance Cade and Trevor Murdoch in a street fight, but
that isn’t until later this evening. They realize they’'re live
so it's time for a quick merchandise plug. These things are
horribly corny but they make me chuckle.

Big Show vs. Jeff Hardy

Non-title. Hardy hammers away to start as Tazz actually
mentions that Show is from South Carolina in the kind of
trivia that most commentators wouldn’t think to include. Show
shrugs everything off and slams Hardy down, only to miss the
Vader Bomb elbow. The Twist of Fate is countered but Jeff
manages to snap Show’s throat across the top rope.

The Whisper in the Wind sets up the Swanton for two, only to
have Show grab the cobra clutch backbreaker (dubbed the Big
Sleep). Now it’s the chokeslam for the pin. Too short to rate,
but Joey citing the Hardcore Title as proof that Hardy was
extreme was funny. They really didn’t have anyone from Raw



other than the new Intercontinental Champion though? Like,
Carlito wasn’t available?

Post match Johnny Nitro runs in to beat on Hardy but gets laid
out by Show as well.

The Marine trailer.

D-Generation X vs. Lance Cade/Trevor Murdoch

Street fight, but first, HHH has to say Vince isn’t here
because he can’t find one big enough in South Carolina. HHH
mentions Cocky, the University of South Carolina mascot, who
appears on the screen. He isn’t here though, because
apparently he has representation. Fans: “GAME! COCKS!” HHH:
“No no. I'm the Game, he’s the cock.” HHH makes every joke
about the name you can imagine and Shawn looks ready to bite
through his lip.

Anyway, the match starts fast with HHH being sent outside,
where he sends Cade face first into the announcers’ table. A
double whip sends HHH into the steps and an atomic drop into a
running big boot to the face drops Shawn. The whipping is on,
which makes things a lot more difficult as Shawn and Cade look
a good bit alike here. HHH comes back with the chair and Cade
is busted open off a shot to the head. The table is set up at
ringside and Shawn elbows Murdoch through it in a hurry. Back
in and the superkick into the Pedigree finishes Cade.

Rating: C+. This was short and the ending wasn’t exactly in
doubt but it was intense while it lasted. DX needed to break a
bit of a sweat and while Cade and Murdoch aren’t the biggest
opponents, so this was a nice little surprise. At least they
got violent in a street fight, which isn’t the case often
enough in these things.

In the back, Edge blames DX for costing him the World Title
last week. Tonight, it’'s the Cutting Edge.



We look back at Kane losing.

Here'’s Shelton Benjamin to say this is almost his hometown so
he isn’t leaving without some competition from any brand.

Shelton Benjamin vs. Chris Benoit

Benoit takes him into the corner to start but Benjamin manages
a quick shot to escape. A drop onto the ropes sets up the
chinlock but Benoit fights up with the running forearm to the
head. The German suplex connects on Benjamin, though the Swan
Dive only connects with the mat. Not that it matters as Benoit
grabs the Crossface for the fast win.

Paul Heyman tries to give ECW credit for Benoit but Teddy Long
isn’t having it. Coach brings in Super Crazy and asks which
brand is the best. ALl three try to get Crazy to say their
brand is the best but the only thing Crazy can do is say all
three brands are great. Long: “YOU SPEAK ENGLISH???” Crazy:
“Si.” The bosses are all stunned.

Chavo Guerrero/William Regal/Finlay vs. Batista/Bobby
Lashley/Rey Mysterio

Chavo starts with Rey and is quickly hurricanranaed out to the
floor. Finlay and Regal have to bail to the floor to avoid a
double 619 and the big brawl is on as we take a fast break.
Back with Cole telling us not to adjust our sets because this
is indeed Raw. Has anyone in the world ever thought they were
on the wrong channel (or night in this case) and actually
adjusted their set? Maybe turning the sharpness up and the
contrast down makes it ECW?

Anyway, we’re back with Finlay hitting a shoulderbreaker on
Rey so Chavo can hammer away in the corner. A big kick to the
head allows Rey to bring tag Batista...but the referee doesn’t
see it. The sitout bulldog plants Chavo and allows the real
tag to Batista for the house cleaning. The Jackhammer gets two
on Chavo as everything breaks down. Rey hits the top rope



hurricanrana into the 619 into the spinebuster into the frog
splash for the pin (as Lashley just gets to look on for some
reason).

Rating: C. Nothing but a showcase match here and that’s all it
needed to be. There is something nice about taking six of the
best a show has and throwing them out there for a pretty easy
night’s work and that’s all they did here. They had some star
power and it keeps Chavo vs. Rey going (assuming they want to)
and the fans had some fun. Not too bad.

Eric Bischoff has a book.

Fabulous Moolah and Mae Young get to come out to the stage for
a quick wave. Nothing wrong with that.

John Cena trained with Marines at Paris Island, South
Carolina.

Booker doesn’t think much of Cena and promises to dominate RVD
tonight.

Women’'s Title Tournament First Round: Melina vs. Torrie Wilson

Melina walks up the steps and Lawler is livid about the lack
of splits entrance. Actually we’'ll make this a lumberjack
match, with the Extreme Strip Poker participants at ringside.
They both get sent outside to start and then get sent back
inside because yes, this is a lumberjack match. Back in and
they slug it out until Torrie gets two off a suplex. A Kristal
distraction lets Melina grab a rollup with trunks to win.

Post match Torrie gives Kristal a Stink Face.

Clips of the Wrestlemania press conference. Edge is WWE
Champion here so this is a bit out of date.

King Booker vs. Rob Van Dam

Non-title. Booker misses a kick to the face to start and gets



rolled up for two as JBL and Tazz bicker about announcing
prowess. Van Dam gets sent shoulder first into the post and
Booker hits the hook kick to the face as the arguing
continues. Cole: “I'M BEGGING ANYBODY TO LET ME CALL A NEAR
FALL!” Van Dam fights up and elbows Booker in the face but
Sharmell crotches him on top, allowing Booker to hit a
spinning kick for the pin.

Rating: C-. Another short match but they did what they were
supposed to do. Just let them get in and out while keeping Van
Dam protected. It's not like the champions are likely to lose
here and they didn’t waste time trying to make us believe
otherwise. These two can have a better match if they are given
the chance, but that wasn’t the point here.

Cryme Tyme debuts next week.

The Spirit Squad’s Mitch admits that he sucks but he’ll beat
Ric Flair tonight because Flair has no friends.

Vince McMahon returns to interrupt the bosses and has an idea:
a triple threat Champion vs. Champion vs. Champion match at
Cyber Sunday with the fans voting on who gets to defend their
title. Yeah they like the plan.

Clip of the Marine premiere at Camp Pendleton.

Mitch vs. Ric Flair

The Spirit Squad is here so Ric brings out Roddy Piper, Arn
Anderson, Ted DiBiase and IRS. That'’s a collection of great
legends and IRS! If nothing else the Horsemen theme is great
to hear every time. The Squad runs off in fear and Flair
shrugs off the forearms to the back, setting up the Figure
Four for the win in less than a minute.

Here are Edge and Lita for the Cutting Edge. They don’t waste
time and bring out Randy Orton in the guest. Edge talks about
how Orton impressed him two years ago when he won the World



Title but since then, he has done absolutely nothing. Orton
doesn’t like that and it’s even worse when Edge talks about
all of Orton’s big losses. We see a clip of HHH throwing Orton
out of Evolution and beating him down and Edge says it was all
HHH ruining his career. Now history is repeating itself and
HHH cost him the title last week. Someone has to stand up to
DX and it should be the two of them. Hands are shaken and we
have an alliance.

John Cena vs. Undertaker

Non-title again. They circle each other to start until Cena
hammers away in the corner, only to get tossed into the corner
so Undertaker can show him how it’s done. 0ld School 1is
countered though and it’s a superplex to give Cena two.
Undertaker grabs the bearhug but Cena is out in a hurry for
the flying shoulder. A running DDT gives Cena two and the sit
up freaks him out. The FU is countered and Undertaker hits the
chokeslam but here are Big Show and Booker to jump Undertaker.

Rating: C. Another match that didn’t matter much but the
atmosphere was certainly there. You don’t see two actual
titans of WWE going at it very often and while Cena was still
climbing, he was the top star in the company here and putting
him in the ring with Undertaker feels important. There was no
one anyone was taking a pin here so for once, the run in was
the perfect call.

Post match Mr. Kennedy comes in after Undertaker as well and

the two of them go up the ramp. The champs are left alone and
Cena drops Booker, setting up the STFU on Show. An FU plants

Booker to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. As you can probably guess, this wasn’'t
about the wrestling itself and for once it wasn’t even about
the legends. This was about making people care about all three
brands on one night and putting a new coat of paint on Raw (or
at least giving it a new theme song). That worked out well and



it felt like an important show without anything that dragged
the show down. It’s not a masterpiece but it felt energized
and I had fun, which is the point of a big special like this.
Nice show and they did well when they were trying to.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vour
wrestling headline needs.
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