Ring Of Honor - October 19,
2023: It’s A Long Way Off

Ring Of Honor

Date: October 19, 2023

Location: Huntington Center, Toledo, Ohio
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

Things changed the slightest bit last week as the World
Champion actually showed up. Eddie Kingston defeated
Serpentico and then gave Angelico a title shot for the sake of
he felt like it. Other than that, it’s likely going to be the
usual free for all around here, which is up and down at best
most of the time. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Gravity vs. Angelico

Gravity’'s headlock doesn’t get him very far to start so they
go to the mat with Angelico working on the arm. With that
broken up, Angelico switches to the leg but Gravity sends him
outside. The big flip dive drops Angelico again but he’s fine
enough to tie Gravity’s legs up back inside. Gravity gets some
boots up in the corner though and plants Angelico again for a
double knockdown. Some rollups give Gravity two and a
powerbomb gets the same. Angelico is right back with a
spinning faceplant before something like Konnan’'s Tequila
Sunrise makes Gravity tap at 8:19.

Rating: B-. This was the opening high 1lying match that has
worked in wrestling forever. Gravity is one of those stars who
still has enough status that a win gives Angelico some
momentum towards his title shot. The match was entertaining as
well and will probably get more time than most tonight, which
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is a good thing as it served a purpose.

The Righteous talk about how they tore about Adam Cole and MJF
and now are coming for something else.

Shawn Dean vs. Peter Avalon

Trish Adora and Ryan Nemeth are here too. Dean grabs a
headlock takeover to start and then snaps off some armdrags.
Back up and Dean sends him into the buckle a few times but
Nemeth grabs the ankle. Adora chases him off but Dean fights
Avalon off and grabs a DDT for two. Avalon’s superkick into a
Death Valley Driver gets two more but Dean knocks him off the
top. A top rope splash finishes for Dean at 5:05.

Rating: C. It wasn’t a bad match but there is only so much you
can get out of two people who are so low down on the totem
pole around here. The action itself was fine but at the end of
the day it’s two low level stars having a five minute match on
the secondary show. At least Dean won, as he’s certainly a
bigger star than Avalon.

Mercedes Martinez vs. Marti Belle

Martinez headlocks her over to start and bounces out of a
headscissors to slap Belle in the face. Some stomping in the
corner sets up a ripcord lariat for two on Belle and Martinez
knees her in the face. An anarchist suplex gets two and
Martinez rains down some right hands. Martinez kicks and
stomps away but Belle grabs a jawbreaker. A running kick to
the chest gives Belle two but Martinez gives her a chokebomb.
The 0G Lock makes Belle tap at 6:44.

Rating: C. This was an extended squash as Martinez mostly
wrecked Belle and shrugged off her limited offense. As usual,
Martinez seems to be built up towards a title shot but at some
point it has to actually happen. On the other hand, Belle was
treated as something of a special return, only to have her get
destroyed in a slightly extended squash.



Athena yells at the Minions In Training and wants Billie
Starkz to be more violent tonight. Lexi Nair still isn’t
impressed.

Tony Nese vs. Ethan Page

Nese, with Mark Sterling, says he has to beat up Page and
can’'t do his group training. We pause for Nese to pose,
allowing Page to lounge on the top. A chase lets Nese slide
back inside and do some jumping jacks, followed by a headlock.
Nese gets scared out to the floor and Page knocks him into the
barricade, where he grabs a fan’s “TONY NESE SUCKS” sign.

Back in and a shoulder puts Nese down but Sterling’s
distraction breaks up the slingshot cutter. Nese ties him in
the Tree of Woe and stomps away, setting up the chinlock. Page
fights up and hammers away, setting up a powerslam for two.
The cradle belly to back suplex sets up the slingshot cutter
for two, leaving Page surprised. The Ego’s Edge is loaded up
but Sterling offers a distraction, allowing Nese to grab a
rollup with feet on the ropes for the pin at 9:09.

Rating: C+. Sure. Page has been built up for the last month or
so as he seemed ready to get a title shot and then he loses to
TONY NESE, who has been doing the exact same stuff for so long
that I don’t even hear him talking most of the time. I'm sure
Page will come back and win later, but egads man. It’s TONY
NESE.

Post match Nese wants the Code of Honor but Mocks Page
instead. Page goes after both of them but the villains escape.

Billie Starkz vs. Diamante

Athena and Mercedes Martinez are here too. Starkz sends her
outside and hits a dive but Martinez offers a distraction.
Back in and Diamante hammers away before sending Starkz into
the corner. A neckbreaker gives Diamante two and a running
dropkick to the back gets the same. Starkz manages a kick to



the face out of the corner and a rollup gets the pin at 5:14.

Rating: C. Starkz gets another win as what feels like the
eternal build towards what is likely Athena vs. Starkz for the
title continues. We’'re probably going to get a tag match
between these four as the big match on next week’s show and it
should be good enough, but this was just two people having a
match. At least it likely sets up the next step, but it would
be nice to get to something that feels important.

Post match Martinez and Diamante jump Starkz and Athena until
the latter clears the ring with a chair.

Cole Karter gives Maria Kanellis-Bennett a shirt, which she’ll
wear during Karter and Griff Garrison’s tag match.

Josh Woods vs. Pat Buck

Pure Rules. Woods grabs a wristlock to start but Buck slips
out. The threat of the Gorilla Lock sends Buck over to the
ropes and Buck’'s attempt at a leglock makes Woods do the same.
A rollup is broken up with Woods’ second rope break so he
punches Buck in the face for his official warning. Woods has
had it and gutwrench powerbombs Buck, setting up the Gorilla
Lock for the tap at 3:58.

Rating: C. It wasn’t quite a squash but Buck was brought into
Woods'’ world last week and then taps out in less than four
minutes. This was the latest part of Woods’ incredible slow
climb back to a Pure Title shot. 0dds are that’'s at Final
Battle, so we only have to wait about two more months to
actually get to the point.

Griff Garrison/Cole Karter vs. Myron Reed/Ren Jones

Karter knocks Jones down to start but he elbows Karter in the
jaw. A brainbuster gives Jones a fast two but Garrison comes
in with a discus forearm. Garrison decks Reed on the apron as
Karter hits a spinning DDT so Garrison can get the pin at



2:07. Total squash.

Dalton Castle’'s slow descent into madness continues as he
wants to give the fans what he deserves.

Allysin Kay vs. Kiera Hogan

Hogan starts fast by sending her throat first into the ropes
for a running hip attack. A kick to the head misses for Hogan
so Kay takes her down and hammers away. Kay misses a charge
though and Hogan kicks her into the corner for another hip
attack. Now the kick connects for two but Kay is back with the
AK47 for two. Not that it mattes as Hogan hits a shotgun
dropkick into Face The Music for the pin at 4:02.

Rating: C. Here’s the latest match on the show that came and
went rather quickly without much of note. Commentary was
hyping up Hogan as a potential title challenger, even though
we'’ve done that multiple times and it was only ok. Kay 1is
someone who could add a lot to the division if she was around
full time, but maybe she is too busy elsewhere to do anything.
Granted it won’t matter if she is added into the endless loop
of people fighting for a title shot that they never get.

Righteous vs. Kevin Matthews/Rod Lee

Autumn Sunshine finishes Lee in 48 seconds.

Lady Frost vs. Zoey Lynn

Lynn rolls her up for two and is kneed in the ribs as a
result. Frost unloads with stomps in the corner and a spinning
kick to the face makes it worse. Frost Bite finishes at 1:37.

Komander vs. Metalik

Metalik starts fast with a boot to the mask in the corner and
the reverse Sling Blade. The rope walk dropkick puts Komander
down again and Metalik strikes away in the corner. Komander 1is
back up with a rope walk anklescissors and Metalik is knocked



to the floor. Back in and a Code Red gives Komander two,
followed by a top rope hurricanrana for the same. Metalik
snaps off a springboard hurricanrana into the Metalik Driver
for two. Komander 1is right back with a fireman’s carry
gutbuster, followed by the rope walk shooting star press for
the pin at 4:50.

Rating: B. Yeah it was short but man alive did they pack a lot
of stuff in there. This was the kind of match where they were
told “you’ve got five minutes, go totally nuts”. It was
entertaining, action packed and the kind of fun high flying
stuff that is what you would want to see here. Awesome stuff.

Darius Martin/Action Andretti vs. Gates of Aqgony vs.

Workhorsemen

Drake chops Martin to start but a dropkick gets Martin out of
trouble. It’s off to Andretti for a high crossbody but some
shots to the arm don’t work very well. Henry comes in but Toa
runs Henry and Andretti over at the same time. Martin comes
back in and hits a double DDT on the Gates. Andretti gets to
forearm away at Henry, followed by a springboard Downward
Spiral to give Martin two on Drake. Everything breaks down and
the double standing clothesline gives Kaun the pin on Henry at
4:16.

Rating: C+. There’s only so much you can get out of a match
with six people getting just over four minutes. What they did
was fun and fast paced, but it was a three way match for the
sake of having a three way match. There’s no feud here and
nothing on the 1line, which doesn’t make for the most
interesting match.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a show where two or three matches
bailed out an otherwise uninteresting show. Final Battle has
been officially set for December and all that means is we have
two more months of this meandering show with one or two
stories. The other problem is how many matches will be put on



the Final Battle card with no major story from this show,
making it feel all the more like a waste of time. Some of the
matches were worth seeing here, but even cutting off about
half an hour from the previous few weeks’ runtimes, the show
had too many points where I was wondering why a match was
taking place.

Results

Angelico b. Gravity — Arm trap half crab

Shawn Dean b. Peter Avalon — Top rope splash

Mercedes Martinez b. Marti Belle — 0G Lock

Tony Nese b. Ethan Page — Rollup with feet on the ropes

Billie Starkz b. Diamante — Rollup

Josh Woods b. Pat Buck — Gorilla Lock

Griff Garrison/Cole Karter b. Myron Reed/Ren Jones — Spinning
DDT to Jones

Kiera Hogan b. Allysin Kay — Face The Music

Righteous b. Kevin Matthews/Rod Lee — Autumn Sunshine to Lee
Lady Frost b. Zoey Lynn — Frost Bite

Komander b. Metalik — Rope walk shooting star press

Gates Of Agony b. Workhorsemen and Action Andretti/Darius
Martin — Double standing clothesline to Henry

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Ring Of Honor - October 12,
2023: This Is What They Do

Ring Of Honor

Date: October 12, 2023

Location: Maverik Center, Salt Lake City, Utah
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

This show continues to be searching for a purpose as there 1is
very Llittle going on around here. Maybe they can find
something this week, but the easiest way to do it would have
something feel like it matters. Outside of the Women's Title,
almost none of the champions are around here and it makes the
show feel that much less important. Hopefully that changes
this week so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Serpentico is ready to survive ten minutes against Eddie
Kingston because that’s all you have to do in a Proving Ground
match.

Opening sequence.

Eddie Kingston vs. Serpentico

Non-title Proving Ground match, meaning if Serpentico wins or
survives the ten minute time limit, he gets a future title
shot. Kingston lets him fire off some chops to start but
Serpentico grabs a jumping Downward Spiral. That'’'s too far for
Kingston, who grabs a belly to back suplex for two. The
Stretch Plum makes Serpentico tap at 2:50. Well at least the
champ was here.

Post match Angelico comes in to check on Serpentico but Eddie
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tells him to move so he can shake Serpentico’s hand. Somehow
this makes Eddie think Angelico wants a title shot so...yeah
sure Angelico is in.

Gates Of Agony vs. Fresco/Watson

Prince Nana is here with the Gates and the other two are part
of Lights, Camera, Faction. The Gates beat up Fresco to start
and pull Watson in as well. Kaun blasts Fresco with a
clothesline and the Gates knock them outside. Back in and the
Gates beat up the rest of Lights, Camera, Faction, setting up
the double standing clothesline to finish Fresco at 2:32.

Daga is ready to win the Latin American Title back.

Athena vs. Mazzerati

Another non-title Proving Ground match and Billie Starkz is in
Athena’s corner. Mazzerati takes her down with a rollup for
two as commentary explains the Proving Ground rules for the
second time in less than fifteen minutes. Athena takes her
into the corner for a running knee and grabs a release
gordbuster.

They head outside where Mazzerati’s hurricanrana 1is countered
into a heck of a powerbomb, leaving the referee to check on
her. Back in and Athena unloads with hard shots to the face
but Mazzerati cuts off a charge with a kick to the ribs.
Athena ties her in the Tree of Woe and fires off some kicks,
only to have Mazzerati strike away. She makes the mistake of
turning her back on Athena though and gets choked out at 5:15.

Rating: C+. Mazzerati looked impressive here, which is about
all you can hope to get out of a Proving Ground match. It'’s
not like you’re going to see the champ lose in something like
this so this was as good as it was going to get. Athena
continues to be the star of the show though and it’s nice to
see her around, as it’s not like much else gets to stand out.



Post match Athena loads up the post match beating but Starkz
steals Mazzerati and hides her underneath the ring.

Lee Johnson is cut off by a Shane Taylor Promotions
recruitment pitch.

AAA Latin American Title: QT Marshall vs. Daqga

Daga is challenging and gets trash talked by Marshall to
start, though Marshall doesn’t get that fans are swearing at
him in Spanish. Daga knocks him down to start but they head
outside where Marshall fires off some chops. Marshall hits a
dropkick and yells a lot but Daga is right back with a
brainbuster. A running Backstabber gives Daga two but
Marshall’s tornado DDT gets the same. Daga kicks him in the
leg though and muscles Marshall up for a gutwrench powerbomb.
That's enough for Daga to go up, only to dive into a cutter.
The Dirt Sheet Driver and la majistral retain the title at
7:11.

Rating: C+. It’s a shame that Marshall has such a lame
reputation because he’s downright pretty good in this role.
He’s always been good as a middle of the road heel and if he
hadn’t been wedged into the wrong spots so many times, it
could have worked. The match here was a pretty nice back and
forth showcase, though Daga has always been just kind of there
for me.

Video on Dalton Castle, who is losing his mind under the
pressure of making the fans happy.

The Infantry vs. Shane Taylor Promotions

Moriarty headlocks Bravo down to start and grabs a hammerlock
to hold him in place. Back up and Bravo hands it off to Dean
for a double hiptoss into a double fist drop. Taylor comes in
for the hard clotheslines to Dean as commentary brags about
Taylor’s high level of awesome. Dean’s comeback is cut off by
a release Rock Bottom and a splash for two. Moriarty misses a



charge in the corner though and it’s back to Bravo to clean
house. A rolling Downward Spiral gets two on Moriarty but
Taylor breaks up Boot Camp. Taylor is back in with a release
Rock Bottom to Bravo and the big right hand finishes for
Taylor at 6:31.

Rating: C+. Another good enough match here as the Infantry
kept the speed up but eventually got caught by Taylor’s pure
power. Taylor is getting a rather strong push as of late and
it's cool to see him being treated as a monster. Moriarty did
well too, as he makes a good contrast to Taylor's size and
strength.

Billie Starkz is ready for her match but didn’t think much of
Lexi Nair saying she sucked at Minion Training. Diamante and
Mercedes Martinez come in to mock Starkz.

Angelico vs. Martin Casaus

Casaus was Marty The Moth in Lucha Underground and gets quite
the welcome. Angelico starts with some hip thrusting before
punching him in the face. Casaus laughs a bit and gets dropped
with a right hand to the head. Some face first rams into the
buckle seem to please Casaus and he comes back with a hard
elbow for two. The clothesline comeback gets Angelico out of
trouble and a twisting leglock makes Casaus tap at 4:30.

Rating: C. Given that Angelico is somehow the new #1 contender
for the World Title, it makes sense that he needs a win or two
to build him up. That leglock looked good and as usual, the
dancing was entertaining, but he might need something beyond
that. Casaus popped the crowd and that’s more than you usually
get from the guest stars on this show.

Mercedes Martinez vs. Lady Frost

Diamante is here with Martinez. Frost gets hit in the face a
few times but comes back with some knees to the stomach.
Martinez knocks her straight down and into the corner though,



with some hard right hands keeping Frost in trouble. Ian
thinks a shot to the eye might have been accidental and
Caprice has to mock him for that. A butterfly suplex gives
Martinez two but Frost kicks her in the face. Frost’s running
kick in the corner sets up a twisting Vader Bomb for two more.
Frostbite takes too long though and Martinez grabs a Razor’s
Edge Dominator for the pin at 5:29.

Rating: C. Believe it or not, Martinez gets to look dominant
again while not really moving up the ladder in the slightest.
That’s just kind of what she does around here and while she’s
good at what she does, it’s kind of hard to get interested in
seeing the same running on a treadmill situation that she’s
been in for months. See also Frost, who is talented enough to
do something or be build up as a nice opponent for Athena but
gets beaten like this over and over.

Mark Sterling offers Josh Woods Pat Buck as a coach, but Woods
isn’t interested. They’ll have a match next week instead.
It’1ll even be a Pure Rules match for once!

Leyla Hirsch vs. Willow Nightingale

Nightingale blocks a drop toehold to start and grabs a hiptoss
to put Hirsch down. Hirsch is able to pull her out of the
corner for a crash into the turnbuckle though and it’s time to
work on Nightingale’s arm. A Rock Bottom is countered into a
basement dropkick from Hirsch and she grabs a Kimura.
Nightingale reverses into a suplex and a spinebuster gets two.
Back up and Hirsch snaps off a German suplex into a
clothesline for two of her own. A release Rock Bottom puts
Hirsch back down and the Pounce does it even worse. The Babe
With The Powerbomb finishes for Nightingale at 6:54.

Rating: C+. Speaking of people on the treadmill, I give you
Nightingale, who feels like she has been in the same spot for
months now. Commentary mentioned the Owen Hart Tournament here
and that feels like it was a lifetime ago. The fans go nuts



for her, she’s good in the ring and feels different enough to
stand out. Why not, I don’t know, do something with that???

Post match Leyla jumps Nightingale but Skye Blue runs in for
the save.

Gringo Loco vs. Action Andretti

They go to the mat to start with Andretti getting a rollup for
two and grabbing an armbar. With that broken up, they shake
hands, only to have Loco hit him in the face. A seated arm/leg
crank has Andretti in trouble before a hard suplex gives Loco
two. Andretti is back up with a pop up dropkick to send him
outside, where an Asali moonsault connects again. Back in and a
Spanish Fly gives Andretti two but Loco nails a springboard
cutter for two. It takes too long for Loco to go up though and
he gets caught with a super hurricanrana. Andretti moonsaults
him for the pin at 7:16.

Rating: C+. These two doing well isn’t a surprise but it’s
another case of two people with talent who aren’t likely to do
anything important in the near future having a match. It’s not
a bad match by any means and the high flying was good, but it
would be nice if these matches felt like they meant anything.
Figure that out and this show gets so much better.

Eddie Kingston wants better competition and is happy to face
Christopher Daniels. They'’ll show respect afterwards, but he
wants a win to show Eddie Kingston what he’s about.

Billie Starkz vs. Rachelle Riveter

They wrestle around to start with Starkz getting the better of
things. A lifting double underhook facebuster sets up a Bank
Statement to finish Riveter at 1:13.

Post match Diamante and Mercedes Martinez run in to beat down
Athena and Starkz.

Kip Sabian vs. Anthony Henry



Penelope Ford and JD Drake are both here too. They fight over
a test of strength to start until Henry tries a failed cross
armbreaker attempt. Sabian sends him outside for an Arabian
moonsault, which only hits Drake. Back in and Sabian scores
with a reverse Cannonball in the corner, followed by a chop
off for some skin slapping. A running kick to the chest puts
Sabian down and Henry'’s Michinoku Driver gets two. Sabian is
right back with Deathly Hallows for the pin at 6:30.

Rating: C. If there is a better example of a match that felt
like it was there to extend the show, I’'ve yet to see it.
There was no reason to have this match on here as the action
wasn’'t exactly great and it was Sabian, who doesn’t really
mean anything beating half of a tag team. This is how you make
a show longer for the sake of making it feel longer and that’s
not a good thing.

Griff Garrison agrees that he hasn’t been pulling his weight
in the team with Cole Karter but Maria Kanellis-Bennett tells
them to figure it out. With Maria gone, Karter praises her
skills and looks, with Garrison agreeing to work harder.

Christopher Daniels vs. Ethan Page

Page grabs a headlock to start but Daniels reverses into one
of his own. A slam puts Daniels down but he drops Page and
steps over his chest. Daniels whips him into the corner and
grabs a waistlock, followed by the abdominal stretch. With
that broken up, Daniels hits the STO but it’s too early for
the BME. Page boots him in the face and slugs away, setting up
a powerslam for two. Daniels low bridges him to the apron but
has to block the springboard cutter. Angel’s Wings 1is
countered as well and it’s the Ego’s Edge to finish Daniels at
7:18.

Rating: C+. As has been the case in recent weeks, Page looks
good and now he gets his “I Beat Christopher Daniels” merit
badge. That is only going to get him so far but it does seem



like he 1is ready to move up the ladder a bit. I’'ll believe it
when I see it, but at least Page seems to have some kind of a
story around here.

Post match Mark Sterling and Tony Nese come out, with the
former offering Page a spot on the team. Page says no and,
after some bickering, gets a match with Nese next week
instead. With Sterling and Nese gone, Page shows respect to
Daniels.

Scorpio Sky vs. Darius Martin

Commentary says they’re both on “absolute tears”. If Sky’'s two
straight wins and Martin’s four wins (two in tag matches)
constitute tears, sure they are. Sky rolls out of a wristlock
to start before some headlocks and headscissor counters don’t
go anywhere. Martin armdrags him into an armbar but Sky slips
out and kicks him in the ribs. Sky grabs the neck crank but
Martin fights his way up and strikes away. A running bulldog
sends Sky throat first into the middle rope but Sky'’s Sky High
gets two. The TKO finishes Martin at 6:10.

Rating: C+. Why was this the main event? The wrestling was
fine, the wrestlers are both talented and they had a
completely fine match. That being said, there was no build to
this, there was no hype to this and it was just two people
having a match. The show was just meandering along and then
after one random match, it just ends. That’s not good
structure, and having it be another perfectly fine match
doesn’t help things.

Overall Rating: C+. That’s Ring Of Honor for the week and
again, it's just the same stuff we always see: a bunch of good
enough matches with so many people who don’t feel like they’re
going anywhere. We might hear some lip service about them
moving up the card, but with Eddie Kingston making his first
appearance and beating up Serpentico before moving on to
Angelico, why should I buy any of these other people being



elevated? The wrestling isn’t the problem around here, but if
they don’'t fix the way they set this show up, it’s going to
get even less interesting and important, if that is somehow
possible.

Results

Eddie Kingston b. Serpentico — Stretch Plum

Gates Of Agony b. Fresco/Watson — Double standing clothesline
to Fresco

Athena b. Mazzerati — Choke

QT Marshall b. Daga — La majistral

Shane Taylor Promotions b. The Infantry — Right hand to Bravo
Angelico b. Martin Casaus — Twisting leglock

Mercedes Martinez b. Lady Frost — Razor’s Edge Dominator
Willow Nightingale b. Leyla Hirsch — Babe With The Powerbomb
Action Andretti b. Gringo Loco — Moonsault

Billie Starkz b. Rachelle Riveter — Bank Statement

Kip Sabian b. Anthony Henry — Deathly Hallows

Ethan Page b. Christopher Daniels — Ego’s Edge

Scorpio Sky b. Darius Martin — TKO

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Ring Of Honor - August 10,
2023: I Am So Bored

Ring Of Honor

Date: August 10, 2023

Location: Bon Secours Wellness Arena, Greenville, South
Carolina

Commentators: ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

We’'re down south for a change and this time around we have
another #1 contender to crown. Gravity vs. Shane Taylor is set
for a future TV Title shot against Samoa Joe and that should
make for a nice showdown. Other than that, Maria Kanellis-
Bennett is lurking around various stars. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Dalton Castle vs. Slim J

Castle doesn’t have the Boys with him, but rather the Baby
Chucks for a change. J gets tossed down rather quickly but he
manages an anklescissors into a dropkick. Some right hands
send J to the corner, only to have him come back with a middle
rope spinning kick to the head. J hammers away but
springboards into a failed Bang A Rang attempt. Instead Castle
is back with some suplexes into the Bang A Rang for the pin at
4:50.

Rating: C. Castle’s road back to the TV Title continues and
that could make for an interesting situation. While Joe has
already beaten Castle, there is something about Castle that
makes him feel like a viable challenger. I could still go for
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him being the one to dethrone Joe, though we are still a
pretty long way off from that.

Tony Nese and Mark Sterling say there is an obesity epidemic
here, so tonight his match against Pat Buck is off. Instead:
GROUP TRAINING.

Iron Savages vs. Lucky Ali/Brady Pearce

Jacked Jameson is here with the Savages. Bronson powers him
into the corner to start but gets caught with a jawbreaker to
the back of the head. With that not working, Jameson throws in
the Savage Sauce. After a drink, Bronson wrecks Ali and hands
it off to Boulder for the house cleaning. A blind tag doesn’t
work for Pearce as Boulder slams both of them at once. The
electric chair splash finishes Ali at 3:14.

Rating: C. Total squash here and the Savages are the kind of
team that can be fun to watch most of the time. There 1is
something about a power team like that and having Jameson as
the hype man helps. They go with the over the top stuff and it
is something that will work a lot more often than not.

The Infantry vs. Zicky Dice/Movie Myk

Myk (with one of the worst ring names I’'ve ever heard) grabs
Dean’s arm to start but Dean snaps off some armdrags. Bravo
comes in and gets driven into the corner, where Dice misses a
charge. The diving tag brings Dean back in to hammer away,
setting up Boot Camp (running big boot/Russian legsweep
combination) to finish Myk at 3:27.

Rating: C-. Nothing great here but I do like trying something
with the Infantry. It’s not that they’re some awesome team,
but the tag division can use some fresh blood. The Infantry
has been treated as losers for such a long time that they need
some wins like this to reestablish themselves. They have a
long way to go, but at least they’'re starting somewhere.



Leyla Hirsch wants a shot at Athena but here is Maria
Kanellis-Bennett to interrupt. She thinks Leyla needs some
more confidence. Maria will be watching Leyla’s match tonight.

Lee Moriarty vs. Andrew Everett

Everett does this weird gimmick where he’'s an average (or
below average) sized guy but thinks he’s a giant, down to
wearing The Giant’s style gear. Everett flips away to start
and hits a dropkick but Moriarty ties him in the ropes and
hammers away. Moriarty stomps on the arm but Everett is right
back with a Falcon Arrow for two. A shooting star press misses
for Everett though and a spinning faceplant sets up the Border
City Stretch for the tap at 4:57.

Rating: C-. Not much to this one as Everett’s giant thing
never played a factor and it made for little more than a
pretty generic match. Moriarty doesn’t have Big Bill anymore
and needs something to do. He has the skill on his own, but
that wasn’t on display here. Just kind of a nothing match,
though at least they’re trying something with Moriarty.

Pat Buck vs. Tony Nese

Mark Sterling is here with Nese, who does his “you’re fat and
stupid so let’s do group training” stuff before the match.
Buck takes him down by the leg to start and snaps it around
but Nese stops for some pushups. Back up and Sterling offers a
distraction, allowing Nese to hit a clothesline for one. The
springboard moonsault lands on Buck as he rolls away, so Nese
tries it again and this time Buck misses, allowing Buck to get
two (nice job on keeping things going off the botch). A
Sterling distraction lets Nese knock Buck into the corner
though and the Running Nese finishes Buck at 5:51.

Rating: C+. Best match on the show so far, though it’s still
just Nese with his rather dull “you’re all fat” stuff. Nese
hasn’t meant anything in Ring Of Honor yet and I can’t imagine
this stuff he’s been doing for weeks now has much in the way



of legs. Maybe they have an upgrade coming for it, but for
now, it isn’t quite feeling important.

The Workhorsemen know they’re great but want more. The Gates
of Agony come in, with Prince Nana saying if the Workhorsemen
beat them, they can have a Six Man Tag Team Title shot.

Athena vs. Rachael Ellering

Non-title Proving Ground match, so if Ellering wins or
survives the ten minute time limit, she gets a future title
shot. Ellering grabs a sunset flip for two to start before
avoiding a charge. A backsplash hits Athena for two but she’s
back with some hard forearms. Athena knocks her out to the
floor for a ram into the announcers’ table, followed by a
cravate back inside. Ellering fights up and hits a Sling
Blade, followed by a big swinging Boss Man Slam for two.
Athena pulls her off the top though and a Shining Wizard sets
up the 0 Face for the pin at 7:02.

Rating: C+. Ellering was more competitive than most of the
women Athena faces in these things but ultimately it was the
same thing again. At some point it would be nice if she had
someone give her a real sweat or even survived the time limit,
but I guess we’'re too far away from another pay per view for
that. Decent match here, though Athena has done the same thing
so many times now that it’s losing its luster.

Workhorsemen vs. Gates Of Agony

Prince Nana is here with the Gates. Kaun runs Henry over to
start so Henry hits a dropkick for no avail. Toa comes in for
a power off with Drake but can’t get anywhere. It’s back to
Henry, who gets run over without much trouble. Some chops
don’t do much to Kaun as Henry is knocked outside, where the
Workhorsemen get sent into various objects. Back in and Kaun
hits an Irish Curse for two on Henry but Toa misses a
backsplash.



A missed charge allows the diving tag to Drake so house can be
cleaned. Drake hits a neckbreaker into a backsplash on Toa,
followed by Kaun being clotheslined to the floor. Drake’s dive
in the general direction of the Gates grazes Toa enough that
Henry can frog splash Kaun for two. A superkick into a top
rope backsplash gets two on Kaun as he gets a foot on the
rope. Drake’s moonsault misses though and Open The Gates
finishes him off at 10:42.

Rating: B-. Best match on the show so far and the Workhorsemen
were working hard here. At the same time though, the
Workhorsemen lose again and the Gates win again. Just like
Athena, at some point this stuff doesn’t have much of an
impact as they do the same stuff week after week.

Cole Karter thinks Maria Kanellis-Bennett liked his match last
week. She comes in to say we’ll see how he does this week.

Leyla Hirsch vs. Angelica Risk

Hirsch throws her around to start as Maria Kanellis-Bennett
comes out to watch. Risk reverses a suplex into a small
package for two but misses a middle rope dropkick. A cross
armbreaker makes Risk tap at 2:25.

Athena doesn’t like being asked if she is the face of Ring Of
Honor, when there shouldn’t be any question about it. She 1is
all the champions and takes Lexi Nair with her to find more
competition.

Cole Karter vs. Rhett Titus

Titus takes him down for an early armbar before hitting a
monkey flip for one. The dropkick misses though, allowing
Karter to hit a dropkick of his own. Cue Maria Kanellis-
Bennett to watch again as Karter grabs a chinlock. Titus 1is
back up with a backbreaker and a hard clothesline, setting up
the dropkick for two. Karter pops back up with the backbreaker
spun into the DDT for the pin at 4:05.



Rating: C-. This was another not so interesting match as they
just kind of did stuff until Karter got the pin. Karter 1is
another generic heel who doesn’t have anything to make him
stand out other than Maria looking at him. At the same time
you have Titus, who feels like he’s just here for the sake of
tying this Ring Of Honor back to the original while losing all
the time. In other words, nothing to see here.

Robyn Renegade vs. Billie Starkz

Charlotte is here with Robyn. Starkz starts fast but Charlotte
shoves her off the top for a big crash. Robyn hits a running
knee in the corner and a snapmare gets one. We hit the
fishhook camel clutch but Starkz gets out and punches her way
out of the corner. A Gory Bomb gives Starkz two but Robyn
faceplants her for two. Starkz sends Robyn outside and hits a
dive onto both of them, setting up a Swanton for the pin at
5:29.

Rating: C. They built up the Renegades for a few weeks for the
sake of having Robyn lose to Billie Starkz, who is interesting
because she’s young. That’s certainly a choice and not the one
that I would have made, but for some reason Starkz is supposed
to be a big deal. Robyn looked solid as usual, but so much for
that at the moment.

Post match the Renegades beat her down until Athena of all
people makes the save. Athena actually lets Starkz go. So
Starkz over the Renegades. Sure.

Josh Woods wants to be treated as a real fighter, so Mark
Sterling gets him a match with Silas Young next week.

TV Title #1 Contenders Tournament Final: Shane Taylor vs.
Gravity

Gravity'’'s monkey flip is blocked and Taylor powers him down
without much effort. A hard lariat gives Taylor two and the
neck crank goes on. Taylor hits a slam and mocks the slow



Gravity walk, meaning he misses a legdrop. Taylor’s suplex 1is
countered into a small package for two but he release Rock
Bottoms Gravity out of the corner. Gravity breaks up a middle
rope splash and hits a super Samoan drop. The top rope splash
misses though and Taylor hits the Marcus Garvey Driver for the
pin at 5:29.

Rating: C. Another decent match here, but what matters here is
they went with the right ending instead of setting up Gravity
vs. Samoa Joe II. Taylor was a nice surprise and could set up
a heck of a hoss fight, which is better than seeing Gravity
get squashed again. The match wasn’t much, but what were they
supposed to do with five minutes?

Overall Rating: C. This was one of the least interesting
wrestling shows I have seen in a long time. The best match was
just pretty good and the rest of the show was either a group
of squashes or the same people doing the same things that
we’'ve seen over and over. Ring Of Honor really needs to give
me a reason to care about some of these people, or at least do
SOMETHING other than “and then this person has a match and
then this person has a match”. The wrestling quality is fine,
but my goodness do anything to make it more interesting.

Results

Dalton Castle b. Slim J — Bang A Rang

Iron Savages b. Lucky Ali/Brady Pearce — Electric chair splash
to Ali

The Infantry b. Movie Myk/Zicky Dice — Boot Camp to Myk
Lee Moriarty b. Andrew Everett — Border City Stretch
Tony Nese b. Pat Buck — Running Nese

Athena b. Rachael Ellering — 0 Face

Gates of Agony b. Workhorsemen — Open The Gates to Drake
Leyla Hirsch b. Angelica Risk — Cross armbreaker

Cole Karter b. Rhett Titus — Backbreaker spun into a DDT
Billie Starkz b. Robyn Renegade — Swanton

Shane Taylor b. Gravity — Marcus Garvey Driver



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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