
Wrestlemania  29  Poster
Released
This is from WWE Magazine I believe.  Nice job of keeping up

with storylines boys. 

Thought of The Day: The Times
They Are A Escalating
In  the fall, WWE is going to be debuting a new weekly TV show
called The Main Event.  When that happens, there are going to
be 8 and a half hours of free TV from WWE every week.  On that
scale,  WWE  would  have  more  TV  aired  on  free  TV  in
approximately five weeks than there was on WWF PPV in all of
the 1980s combined.

 

And people wonder why the shows are getting watered down.

I’ve Altered My Schedule
It  occurred to me that with 31 PPVs to go, it was going to
take me until about Halloween to get done with all of the
PPVs. I want them done by around the 4th of July so until I
get done with them, I’m going to do alter my schedule a bit.
First I’m going to finish this trio of WCW shows then three
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TNAs. After that I’ll do my usual Raw/Nitro/ECW series plus a
few others. Then I’ll be doing three PPVs from each company in
a row, then the Raw/Nitro/ECW thing again, three PPVs from
each  company  in  a  row,  Raw/Nitro/ECW,  two  PPVs  from  each
company in a row, Raw/Nitro/ECW, and then the final PPV from
each company.

In other words, the TV reviews are going to come a little more
slowly for the next month or two. After that I’ll be adding
more of them to my schedule, such as some earlier Raws. Sorry
if you’re not a fan of this but I’ve been doing the PPV
reviews for over three years and I want to get them done.

KB

Victory Road 2012 Preview
I’m fairly optimistic about this show. The good thing about
this show is that it has no pressure on it because it’s just a
stop on the way to Lockdown.  On the other hand, the bad thing
about this show is that nothing on it really matters because
it’s just a stop on the road to Lockdown.  What that means is
that it has the potential to be something fun in the moment
but  that  it’s  probably  not  going  to  mean  anything  past
tomorrow night.  That’s probably a good thing though, given
that they’ll start the build to Lockdown soon after this.

 

Roode should and probably will beat Sting.  Roode has been
feuding with Sting since winning the title and they need to
put this behind them.  A decisive victory over Sting with a
clean (as clean as you can get in a no holds barred match that
is) pin would do a lot for Roode and would make him look like
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a bigger deal than he is right now.  Should be fun.

 

Storm  over  Ray,  duh.   This  doesn’t  need  much  of  an
explanation.

 

Tag champs to retain as the Morgan vs. Crimson feud goes to
Lockdown, hopefully with a turn in there somewhere.

 

Aries to retain, just due to me not wanting Ion on my TV
screen anymore than he has to be.

 

Hardy over Angle but this is going to Lethal Lockdown.

 

Uh….Gail and AJ/Anderson win via coin flip.

 

The TV Title…..nobody cares.

 

Thoughts/predictions?

Thought Of The Day – PPV Buys
This is another thing that crops up a lot that people don’t
seem to get the common sense aspect of. People want less PPVs
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and to go to eight PPVs a year or something like that. People
like these make me laugh. Here’s why.

The  lowest  amount  of  PPV  buys  in  modern  WWE  history  is
December  to  Dismember  with  90,000.  At  $40  a  buy,  that’s
$360,000. Let’s go WAY low and say WWE gets 25% of that.
That’s $90,000 for three hours. That’s not including ticket
sales, merchandise sales for that night, any cut WWE might get
of concessions and/or parking from the arena. Keeping in mind
that’s by far the lowest amount of buys in WWE history, here’s
my question.

Why in the world would WWE want to cut out HUGE paydays like
that? What are they going to do to replace that money? PPV is
the biggest money maker they’ve got, especially when you throw
in any sponsorships they get to bring in even more money. How
often do you hear of someone wanting to sponsor a Sunday night
house  show?  Now  how  many  times  do  you  hear  of  someone
sponsoring  say  Summerslam?

Getting rid of PPVs might help the product somewhat, but there
is simply no way that cutting out multiple PPVs is going to
make the company more money, period.

Better Wrestlemania Entrance:
Hogan at #3 or Shawn at #12?
Simple question. For me it’s Hogan.  That long shot of him
coming to the ring for the biggest match of all time is the
stuff that makes legends.
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Hard Justice 2005 – With A
Legit Celebrity Guest Referee
Hard Justice 2005
Date: May 15, 2005
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Attendance: 775
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Don West

Final PPV in this three show set as we have AJ in the main
event as he should have been most of this year. We also have a
celebrity guest referee for that main event in the form of MMA
legend Tito Ortiz. I can live with celebrities if they’re, you
know, actual celebrities. Also on this card we have a twenty
man  Gauntlet  For  The  Gold  for  the  #1  contendership  which
should be dull. Let’s get to it.

We open the show with a ten bell salute to Chris Candido who
died following a freak accent at the previous PPV. He broke
his leg and somehow it messed up the blood flow. I don’t
remember it exactly.

The opening video is about how war is human nature.

Team Canada vs. Apollo/Sonny Siaki

Apollo is a Puerto Rican guy I think. This is Williams/Young
instead of Roode/Young. Siaki is a Samoan but not related to
the famous Samoan family. The Canadians jump them to start but
get knocked to the floor just as fast. We officially start
with Apollo vs. Williams. Off to Siaki quickly who speeds
things up. Neckbreaker gets two on Young. The non-Canadians
hit one of the biggest backdrops I’ve ever seen on Young.
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D’Amore  screams  at  the  announcers  about  something.  That
distracts Apollo and the Canadians take over. Elbow gets two
for Young. Apollo manages to get in a knee lift which is
enough to bring in both Siaki and Williams. Powerslam gets two
on Williams. D’Amore hooks the foot of Siaki on a suplex
attempt but it only gets two. Apollo spears Young down but he
gets  caught  in  a  pretty  awful  looking  top  rope  rana  by
Williams.  With  everything  falling  apart,  A-1  (another
Canadian) runs in and Jackhammers Siaki so Williams can steal
the pin.

Rating: C. This was fine for an opener but the match itself
was nothing of note. Apollo and Siaki both looked great but
they didn’t have much going for them other than that. Apollo
went back to Puerto Rico soon and was a much bigger deal.
Siaki wasn’t around much longer, at least not in anything
important.

Ortiz, AJ and Jarrett all arrived earlier today.

Matt Bentley/Trinity vs. Chris Sabin/Traci

Tenay calls a mixed tag a very unique match in professional
wrestling. Has he never watched Wrestlemania 6? These are two
rivalries that were joined into one match. Michael Shane has
changed his name back to Matt Bentley again too. The genders
can mix here but we start with the girls. Trinity slaps her
and it’s time for a chase scene. I think Traci is on the good
guys’ team but I really don’t know.

They exchange small packages for about 15 seconds until Traci
gets the advantage. Monkey flip puts Trinity down for two. Off
to the guys even though I don’t think Sabin was tagged in.
Cradle Shock is countered as is Bentley’s superkick. Trinity
interferes and Shane suplexes him off the top. Trinity trips
Sabin again as we’re waiting on the hot tag to Traci. This
might not be the best formulated plan.

Sabin fires off some elbows but Bentley pulls him back down by



the hair. After a chinlock by Bentley, Sabin comes back with
an elbow and tries a tornado DDT. Bentley escapes that but a
BIG enziguri puts Bentley down. Double tags bring in the girls
and Traci cleans house. She tries something off the top but
Trinity shoves her to the floor. They fight up the ramp and
Trinity slams her. The guys have been forgotten it appears. Oh
here’s Sabin to clothesline Bentley. Trinity hits a top rope
rana on Sabin, drawing a Lita chant. Traci low blows Sabin and
Bentley superkicks Trinity. Another one to Sabin gets the pin.

Rating:  C-.  Not  great  here  and  while  the  ending  was
surprising, that doesn’t mean I really care about it. Traci
and trinity feuded for the better part of eternity and it
never really had a definitive conclusion that I remember. This
wasn’t bad but it pretty much came and went with whatever the
new development was in the story.

Ad for Slammiversary.

Team Canada says they’re back. D’Amore gets in a great jab at
the Orlando fans: “You’ve got a Samoan and a Puerto Rican in
there against two Canadians and the idiots chant USA.” They
plug their chances in the Gauntlet for the Gold tonight. Roode
is the first entrant. They see the name of the second entrant
and say it’s like sending a one legged man into a butt kicking
contest.

Dusty meets with Tito Ortiz and tells him to call things down
the line but if he needs to take matters into his own hands,
don’t hesitate.

Jeff Hardy isn’t here (legit no show, he was suspended soon
after) so Raven says he doesn’t care who his replacement is.
He wants to maim someone. Raven knows his opponent but they
keep censoring his name.

Raven vs. ???

This is a Clockwork Orange House of Fun match, which means



there are a bunch of weapons and one side of a cage. West says
the opponent is Sean Waltman before the entrances. So why
censor it a few seconds ago? Waltman comes from the other side
of the arena to jump Raven from behind. He pulls down a
trashcan and knocks Raven to the outside with it. Raven is
busted open early.

Waltman uses Raven’s drop toehold into the trashcan but the
can is used to break up the Bronco Buster. Out to the floor
and Raven digs into the forehead in an attempt to cut Waltman
open. He rakes the head across the steel and Waltman is indeed
busted. Raven gets a pair of trashcan lids and alternates with
shots from both arms. Raven is cut bad. Waltman sends Raven
into a can out of desperation.

Raven grabs the ankle (which is a recurring move for him it
seems) but Sean escapes and hits the Bronco Buster this time.
Out to the floor and it’s table time. Waltman puts him on the
table and climbs up onto the post (squeezing between two of
the things holding up weapons) and hits a flip dive through
Raven through the table. Back in Raven hits a DDT out of
nowhere for two. You know for a finisher, that move doesn’t
finish all that often.

Raven runs him up the ramp and throws Waltman off of it,
sending  him  through  a  table.  It’s  falls  count  anywhere
apparently and Raven gets two. Back at ringside and Raven
finds handcuffs, another recurring thing in this company’s
early PPV days. He cuffs Waltman to the post and beats him
with a kendo stick.

He wants a submission but Waltman says to hit him harder.
Dusty comes back and frees Waltman and he can kick the chair
that Raven had back into his face. Now he hits the alternating
lid shots and beats Raven with the stick. Waltman staple guns
Raven’s head but Raven manages to throw him through the cage
wall and fall on top for the pin.



Rating: B-. Better brawling match than you would expect here
but the big problem was the lack of a feud for this to go off
of.  That’s  not  their  fault  of  course  as  Waltman  was  a
substitute so I’m certainly not going to hold that one against
them. Much better match than I was expecting as Waltman proves
again that he can go with the smaller guys much better than
the large one.

Tito gives AJ some instructions, as in basic rules of the
match. They shake hands.

We recap the 3 Live Kru vs. Outlaw feud. Outlaw is Billy Gunn
who is apparently trying to break up the Kru. Monty Brown
recently  turned  on  DDP  so  let’s  have  a  tag  match.  This
resulted in a bunch of problems in the Kru, mainly over the
possibility that BG is going to bail on the Kru and reform the
New Age Outlaws.

Page has a message from BG James, saying he’s not here. Truth
pops up and says he’ll be Page’s partner.

Ron Killings/Diamond Dallas Page vs. Monty Brown/Kip James

Page starts with Brown and there’s not much going on in the
first minute. Rollup gets one for Page. Nothing has happened
in the first minute or so. Well nothing of note that is. Off
to Outlaw who wants Killings. Wait is his name Outlaw or Kip
James? We’ll go with Kip James. Killings knocks him around and
hits a headscissors to send James to the corner. Kip comes
back with a tilt-a-whirl slam and I think we have our face in
peril.

Brown hits a running knee to his back and Killings is in
trouble. Back to James who gets two off a running forearm. We
hit the chinlock so Page plays cheerleader. Truth hits a leg
lariat out of nowhere and makes a diving tag. Discus lariat
takes  Brown  down  and  another  does  the  same  to  James.
Helicopter Bomb gets two on Brown as James makes the save. DDP
and truth keep up the offense until Phi Delta Slam (big fat



guys) run in for the beating on Page. DDP Diamond Cuts one and
crotches the other before Cutting him off the top. Cutter for
James but Brown Pounces him for the pin.

Rating: D+. HOW WAS THAT NOT A DQ??? Two more guys came in and
beat up Page but there’s not a DQ in there? I’d love to be a
referee just to see how messed up my mind becomes. It must be
better than any other drug you could ever have. Not a great
match but that’s par for the course with these filler tag
matches.

The Naturals say they were shocked by Candido’s death and they
owe their titles to him. They don’t want to go into specifics
about their feelings though. He taught them how to be a great
team and how to be winners.

Tag Titles: The Naturals vs. America’s Most Wanted

The Naturals are one of the most generic looking teams you’ll
ever find so I’ll do my best to tell them apart. They’re
defending here and have never lost to AMW with the titles on
the line. The champs come out with Candido’s signature yellow
towel. The fans chant for Candido to start. If the ending
wasn’t obvious already, it better be now. Storm starts with I
think Chase Stevens (the other is Andy Douglas).

La Majistral gets two for Stevens. Storm controls on the mat
with an armbar and it’s off to Harris. Ok so Stevens is the
blonde. Got it. Stevens gets two off a facejam on Storm.
Middle rope sunset flip gets two for Storm as does a hard kick
to the chest. Bulldog gets two for Harris. Harris clotheslines
Douglas to the floor and everything breaks down out there. AMW
seems to have the advantage.

Never mind as Storm misses a dive and lands on the railing. He
manages to counter a whip to send Stevens upside own into the
railing. A suplex on the ramp puts Stevens down again. Douglas
takes a slingshot into the post and it’s one advantage per
team at the moment. Douglas goes shoulder first into the post



as  does  Storm.  Now  Harris’  shoulder  goes  into  the  post.
Hopefully they get a cut of the shoulder surgery fees.

A fan holds up a chair for Storm to whip Stevens into. Did I
warp back to ECW? Douglas hits Harris in the ribs with a chair
but it’s still not a DQ. They haven’t been in the ring for
almost five minutes. The Naturals are both in control and
Harris is sent back in with Douglas. They’re not legal but who
cares? Harris comes out of nowhere with a right hand and a
clothesline in the corner.

The Naturals have a two on one advantage now but Storm comes
back in for the Eye of the Storm on Stevens. Everyone gets up
and we go to the corner for a pretty low level Tower of Doom.
The  idea  of  tagging  has  been  completely  forgotten  here.
Catatonic is countered into an FU by Stevens for two. Storm
breaks up Natural Disaster and superkicks Stevens. They load
up the Death Sentence but Harris gets shoved off the top,
allowing Stevens to roll up Storm and put his feet on the
ropes for the pin.

Rating: C+. The match was fun but the lack of tagging so early
got kind of old. I’ve seen worst though and AMW was always
worth looking at. They were starting to slip at this point
though and would turn heel soon if my memory serves me right.
This was nothing great though and I don’t think anyone cared
about the Naturals.

Tito Ortiz beats up an annoying security guard and talks to
Jeff. Everything is cool apparently.

We recap the X Title match. Shocker won an Xscape match at
Lockdown and then had to win another one to get the shot
against  Daniels  tonight.  He  says  he’ll  win  the  title  for
Mexico.

X-Division Title: Shocker vs. Christopher Daniels

Feeling out process to start with Daniels having a slight



advantage.  They  head  to  the  apron  and  Shocker  hits  a
headscissors  to  take  Daniels  to  the  floor,  followed  by  a
suicide dive. Back in Daniels takes over and hooks a very
quick Koji Clutch. Shocker comes back with a lot of chops and
some clotheslines. Frog splash gets two.

Daniels  plays  possum  and  hits  a  Downward  Spiral  to  get
momentum back again. BME is overshot so he settles for a split
legged moonsault which gets two. Shocker hits a low dropkick
to the face of Daniels and the champ is in trouble again.
Shocker goes up but Daniels nails him and tries a superplex.

That  gets  countered  into  a  SICK  looking  gordbuster  with
Daniels  landing  straight  on  his  head.  Off  to  an  STF  but
Daniels  bites  the  hand  to  escape.  Now  Shocker  tries  a
superplex but Daniels counters into Angel’s Wings off the top
to retain. Cool ending and thankfully he didn’t kick out like
the announcers implied he might.

Rating: C+. I wasn’t wild on this, again mainly due to a lack
of story. This was something that WCW did a lot back in the
day: bring in a foreign guy and say he’s one of the best in
whatever country then have the champion beat him. It’s cool to
bring in international talent but at the same time, those
names  are  just  names  to  people  who  aren’t  familiar  with
wrestling in that country. Decent match with a cool ending
though.

Video on the Gauntlet For The Gold, which is a Royal Rumble
style match but in the end the final two have a singles match
for the win. Abyss won the final spot (#20) on Impact.

Gauntlet For The Gold

Roode is #1 and the surprise entrant Zach Gowen is #2. Get the
joke from earlier now? Roode steals the prosthetic leg. West:
“Put it back!” but Gowen comes back with one footed dropkicks
and a reverse DDT. Eric Young comes in at #3. The intervals
are only a minute long which includes their time coming to the



ring. Remember at this point it’s over the top to eliminate
people.

Roode gets a pretty evil one legged giant swing on Gowen.
Cassidy Riley is #4. Ok now the clock doesn’t start until he
gets to the ring. He helps against the Canadians and Gowen
hits a leg lariat on Roode. Here’s Skipper at #5 and the clock
is under Young rules again. Skipper takes a lariat from Roode
but hits a nice moonsault to take him down. The ring is
getting a little full now so everyone has something to do.

Shark Boy comes in at #6 to a nice reaction. Thank goodness
he’s not Stone Cold yet. He won a match on the preshow to get
in. Sharky hits a neckbreaker on Young but Gowen takes him
down. Shark Boy bites Gowen hard enough that Gowen goes out.
So we have our first elimination. #7 is another Canadian in
the form of A-1, the big power guy. He cleans house with
clotheslines and stomps on Riley.

#8 is Chris Sabin. In a Matrix style move, he sets for a
tornado DDT on Young but with his feet in the air, he kicks
EVERYONE ELSE in the chest in a big circle before hitting the
DDT. That was cool. Petey Williams is #9 to put the Canadians
at full strength. He tries a Destroyer on Sharky but gets
backdropped to the apron. Shark Boy goes after him and is
eliminated by A-1. Eric puts out Riley to get some people out
of the ring.

Sonny Siaki is #10 and he goes after the Canadians. Skipper
gets REALLY stupid and tries to walk the ropes. Roode is like
boy you’re stupid and clotheslines him out. Lance Hoyt is #11
and he has his own cheering section. Young is easily tossed
out by Hoyt and Team Canada is down to three. Sabin can’t get
Williams out and Bentley is #12. He superkicks Hoyt but is
taken out by Sabin who goes out at the same time. They fight
on the floor as the Canadians put out Siaki.

Here’s Jerelle Clark at #13. He’s just an X-Division guy.



There are five people in at the moment: Roode, A-1, Williams,
Clark and Hoyt. The Canadians help Williams on a Destroyer to
put Clark out. Mikey Batts is #14 and he fires off some kicks
to take down the Canadians. He’s another X-Division guy. He
and Hoyt team up on Canada as The Outlaw Kip James is #15.

A HUGE cobra clutch slam kills Batts and the fans want to see
it again. #16 is Trytan but Hoyt hits a big boot before Trytan
even gets in. Batts is gone. Trytan is chokeslamming everyone
in sight and hits a spinebuster on Hoyt. Ron Killings is #17
and gets powerslammed very quickly. As Trytan poses, all three
Canadians team up to throw him out.

Apollo is #18 and he cleans house. He and Kip chop it out but
Apollo charges and is low bridged out. BG James is #19 but the
Canadians break up the staredown between the Outlaws. Hoyt
kicks Roode out but Roode helps A-1 to get rid of Hoyt. The
Outlaws team up on Petey and A-1, tossing them both out. Abyss
comes in at #20 and knocks both Outlaws out to get us down to
the final two.

So it’s Truth vs. Abyss for the shot and it’s a regular one on
one match, meaning over the top doesn’t mean anything anymore.
Abyss throws him to the floor anyway and tries to hit him with
a chair but it’s taken away by the referee. Back inside now
and  Abyss  pounds  on  Killings  in  the  corner.  Truth  speeds
things up and hits a leg lariat and a headbutt for two. Abyss
gets a big boot and brings in the chain but that gets taken
away.

Instead he’ll use a chair because the referee takes forever to
put the chain in the corner. Truth gets the chair and hits
Abyss twice in the head for two. We actually get a ref bump in
this match. Is this really needed? Truth checks on him and
walks into a chokeslam onto the chair for a very delayed two.
Abyss tries to Earthquake down onto the chair onto Killings
but Truth crotches him on the chair instead. Not that it
matters though as Killings jumps into the Black Hole Slam and



it’s over.

Rating: C+. This wasn’t a horrible battle royal and the one
minute intervals keep things moving fast enough. I’m not sure
how much I like the one on one match at the end but it’s not a
terrible idea I guess. Still though, like most non-Rumbles,
this wasn’t a very interesting battle royal. Not awful though.

We recap the main event which is based around the idea of AJ
being a once in a generation athlete while Jarrett is the old
guard. AJ beat Abyss to get this shot. Tito Ortiz is the
referee.

NWA World Title: Jeff Jarrett vs. AJ Styles

Tito Ortiz is guest referee. Jarrett has been champion almost
a  year  at  this  point.  As  is  customary  in  wrestling,  the
previous title reigns of the challenger are only brushed over.
They fight over a lockup to start and Tito breaks things up
when they get to the ropes. Feeling out process to start as
they’re treating this like a huge match. AJ speeds things up
which of course gives him the advantage.

Jarrett slides to the floor which is a good idea for him as it
slows the match down a lot. Back in and Jeff throws right
hands. Jeff tells Tito that they were forearms. That’s so
Memphis and it’s a great way to get heat on you. AJ kicks him
down and hits a knee drop for two. Jarrett goes for the knee
but can’t do a lot of damage on it as Styles fights back. Jeff
kicks the knee out again and hooks the Figure Four.

Tenay talks about how Jeff’s strategy is to go after the leg
early. He doesn’t think there will be a submission here but
it’s going to slow AJ down for later on. And THAT IS WHAT A
COMMENTATOR SHOULD BE DOING!!! Not talking about pigeons, but
giving us some insight. That’s not something a lot of people
would pick up on so Tenay gave some analysis. Why is that
never done anymore?



AJ turns it over but is skeptical about coming off the top due
to the bad knee. Instead of a dive he hits a tornado DDT and
hits a discus clothesline (that’s a popular move in TNA) to
send Jarrett to the floor. AJ jumps to the apron but Jeff
takes the knee out again. Ortiz counts but Jeff keeps breaking
it up. Tito grabs Jeff by the throat and shoves him to the
corner.

They head to the floor again and Jeff gets the guitar. Tito
says yeah try it and AJ steals the guitar. Tito won’t let AJ
use it either so Styles slams it on the ground to break it. AJ
pounds away on Jeff and we go back in. There’s the springboard
forearm and a spin kick, followed by the moonsault into the
reverse DDT for two. AJ tries a rana but gets caught in a
powerbomb for two.

They trade some counters until AJ gets two off a backslide and
small package. AJ tries the Pele but can’t quite get it so
it’s more like a knee to Jeff’s face. Stroke is countered so
Jeff hits a Styles Clash to Styles for two. AJ fights back and
tries one of his own but here’s Monty Brown. He accidentally
Pounces Jeff but Tito is throwing Brown out. A second referee
comes out but Tito won’t let him count. Jeff hits AJ low and
loads up a superplex but Tito pulls him down for the low blow.
Jeff shoves Tito and gets knocked out so that the Spiral Tap
can give Styles the title.

Rating: B-. It was good but certainly not great. It’s hard not
to look at this with hindsight but you kind of have to. AJ
would lose the title at the next PPV and wouldn’t win it back
for over four years. Jarrett would get the world title back in
a few months until Christian debuted and took the title to end
the year.

A big celebration ends the show.

Overall Rating: B. This was a pretty solid show with a big
moment to end it. There’s nothing bad on here and it would



have seemed like it set up AJ’s next challenger (that wouldn’t
be Abyss) and there was nothing really bad. It’s no classic or
anything, but if you’re looking for an ok TNA PPV to watch,
this isn’t a bad choice.

Remember to like me on Facebook at:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/kbwrestlingreviewscom/1179302949
74885?sk=wall

TNA Weekly PPV #1 – It All
Begins
TNA Weekly PPV #1
Date: June 19, 2002
Location: Huntsville, Alabama
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Don West, Ed Ferrara

So since last night was the 3 hour Impact, I thought it was a
good time to go back to the beginning and take a look at the
origins of TNA. This was the Wednesday night series when once
a week for 9.95 you could watch the NWA. It’s still the old
school show at this point and this is literally their first
show ever. No one knew it would one day become as big as it is
now, but it amazingly is.

This is from about the time that Hogan is world champion in
the WWF. Actually no he’s not as Taker would have it at this
point, but Hogan is still around. Anyway, let’s take a look
back at almost 8 years ago and see how TNA got its start.

The intro is of course about the old days of the NWA because
everyone wants to see that right? Don West brings out Ed
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Ferrara, who looks almost exactly like Road Dogg. I saw him
and  thought  it  was  him.  He  even  sounds  like  him.  Tenay
welcomes us to the show as apparently we have to start with a
legends ceremony. There will be a new world champion tonight
in the first ever Gauntlet for the Gold. It’s a Royal Rumble
but the last two have a singles match.

Oh I’m going to get sick of Ferrara.

JB,  in  a  four  sided  ring  of  all  things,  introduces  some
legends. Harley Race, Dory Funk Jr., Jackie Fargo, Bullet Bob
Armstrong, Corisca Joe and Sara Lee (who ARE these people?),
Bill Behrens, who wants you to know he likes the NWA and if
you don’t know, he’ll make sure to tell you, Ricky Steamboat
(NOW we’re getting somewhere! He has the world title with him
and they say it must be like old times for him to have it.

That would be the case if he held that one and not the big
gold belt which he actually had). Steamboat addresses the
crowd. There actually was a reason for this starting the show:
something  about  a  no  show  or  something  and  they  had  to
reschedule things. Steamboat says he’s the referee for the
main event tonight.

Jeff Jarrett interrupts and says the main event is going to
suck. Well ok then. He says it’s going to be stupid and then
Mike  Tenay  just  sounds  like  a  freaking  moron  by  shouting
answers at the questions that Jarrett asks. Jackie Fargo is
annoying. He’s a legend, but he’s old. That’s the problem with
the NWA: they believe that the fans care about these old guys
that most of them have never heard of.

Apparently Fargo has matchmaking power and puts Jarrett in at
number one. Ken Shamrock comes out and agrees it’s going to
suck. Here’s Scott Hall. This feels like last night. Oh let’s
reference the NWO again, because that’s SUCH a fresh idea.
HALL says the battle royal will suck, but they have to do it
so shut up. ARE YOU KIDDING ME??? They had the three biggest



stars in the company say that the show is going to suck. You
can’t script this kind of stuff.

Some  chick  named  Goldilocks  talks  to  a  midget.  Take  that
Hornswoggle bashers.

AJ Styles/Low Ki/Jerry Lynn vs. The Flying Elvises

You read that name right. They’re Jorge Estrada, Jimmy (Wang)
Yang and Sonny Siaki. It’s original if nothing else. AJ looks
YOUNG here. He’s just a regular guy. The legends in the back
aren’t sure what to say. They point out that this isn’t about
weight limits, even though other than Joe, no one with any
weight has ever held the belt and he was about 5 years away.
Ok so the Elvises are heels. Got it.

The faces hit dropkicks and ranas to start. It’s your standard
spotfest to start and that’s fine. It’s a tried and true
method to get the crowd going so there we are. Next week we
have  the  X-Division  Title  tournament  in  a  round  robin
tournament. Cool. I might do more or these but we’ll see. More
or less everyone just shows off for awhile which is what
they’re supposed to do.

The X Division has never been about stories but just insanity
and that’s perfectly fine. We start the Elvis puns and I shake
my head. For the life of me I’ll never get how the Honky Tonk
Man got over as much as he did. We get an MMA reference before
MMA was cool. Here’s AJ who looks about 17 here. Estrada kicks
his head off so there we go. Lynn hits the Cradle Piledriver
and it’s all breaking down. We get our first Pele kick. Yang
hits a rotating moonsault to pin AJ which means nothing at
this point.

Rating: B-. This was fine. There was no story and there wasn’t
supposed to be. This was to get the crowd going and it did
just that and more. It’s really short but that’s fine. No
problems here, but DANG AJ looked like he was in high school
or something.



Hollywood vs. Teo

Yes, it’s a midget match. The irony here is STUNNING. Oh Teo
is an EXTREME midget. Apparently Rey Mysterio was originally
asked to be a midget wrestler in Mexico. That has nothing to
do with the mask but they talk about it anyway as they need to
get references to WWE in there to give them credibility.

I have no idea what the point to this match is. Teo hits a
splash from the top that wasn’t bad. Naturally the biggest
spot in the match gets two. A top rope leg drops gives Teo the
win.  His  name  stands  for  Totally  E.  Outstanding.  Oh  dear
goodness.

Rating: N/A. It’s like two minutes long and I’ll spare the it
was too short jokes. I’ve never gotten the appeal of these
matches but whatever.

Girls dance.

Ferrara and West get in the ring to announce a lingerie battle
royal for next week. They bring out some of the women for next
week,  including  Francine,  Joanie  (no  clue  who  that  is),
Daffney  (they  say  she  used  to  be  Daffney  but  now  she’s
Shannon), Alexis Laree (Mickie James, pre implants), Sasha (no
clue but she’s ugly), a Ravens cheerleader named Erin, Elektra
from ECW, Taylor Vaughn (who is apparently familiar but I
don’t know her) and some chick named Tarita.

This is just an eye candy segment but not a very good one.
Mickie looks WAY different, to the point where I had trouble
picking her out of a line. Francine and Elektra argue and it’s
apparent why they never talked. They actually blame Francine
for ECW going bankrupt. A guy would wind up winning the battle
royal.

There’s a guy named Mortimer Plumtree. I can’t make this up.
He’s a teacher apparently, just not a very good one. He would
actually wind up managing AJ for awhile. He has a tag team



that we don’t see. Oh wait it’s the Johnsons.

Johnsons vs. Psicosis/James Storm

Yes, it’s the tag team that wear masks and full body suits and
look like human phalluses. This team actually exists. Storm
looks  completely  different  too  and  it’s  not  a  good  thing
either. Storm fires off some cap guns. Good for him. OH MAN he
looks young. Apparently their names are Richard and Rod, or
Dick and Rod. I hate this already. Ryan Shamrock comes out
looking hot to watch them.

And now it devolves into nothing but stupid jokes. They say
Psicosis’ real name for absolutely no apparent reason. Ryan
Shamrock, called Alicia, still is there. Storm hits a rana and
a good one at that. They say Storm could be great. Not really
but he’s not bad. And then he gets pinned off a bad TKO.

Rating:  D+.  This  was  just  pointless.  It’s  like  they  have
nothing but the main event and they know it. This was just
freaking  awful.  The  jokes  were  completely  pointless  and
annoying. I have no clue what they were going for here but
whatever.

The referee gives Ryan Shamrock money.

The Dupps, a hillbilly team, torment Goldilocks. They and some
chick try to drink beer but some random guy says not to. Ok
then.

Two NASCAR guys are here for the sake of being NASCAR guys.
Ron Killings (R-Truth) show up to interrupt them. Of course
he’s a heel because he hates NASCAR and says it’s not a sport.
Brian Christopher of all people shows up and beats up R-Truth.
Naturally a match is set up for next week. Oh and his name is
K-Krush here. Dang they got that one right eventually.

Jeff Jarrett harasses a 71 year old man. Thanks for killing
another 15 seconds.



Christian York/Joey Matthews vs. The Dupps

The Dupps are named Stan and Bo. Stan Dupp. Oh dear. Their
cousin  is  both  of  their  girlfriends.  I  hate  this  gimmick
already. The faces are your standard face cruiserweight tag
team. They have a ton of charisma if nothing else, but they’re
just generic. Ferrara needs to fall in a hole. After the faces
dominate for about two minutes the girl interferes to crotch
York for the pin.

Rating: F-. This was a waste of 4 minutes of my life. The
heels had NO offense but they win on a fluke anyway. That’s
just crap but of course it’s what they went with here. I hated
this and they could have used it for ANYTHING else.

Toby Keith has one of his music videos played and then sings
live. That’s completely pointless again but it’s considered an
epic moment. Jarrett interrupts him and we start the battle
royal now.

NWA World Title: Gauntlet for the Gold

Royal Rumble with 90 second clocks and then a singles match at
the end. Jarrett is first and second is Buff Bagwell. Bagwell
hits the Blockbuster and then is thrown out. Before the 90
seconds are up they have the next guy come in to avoid the
clock just ticking away. I like that. Lash Leroux of all
people is second. Just end this now. He’s out in about 45
seconds and Norman Smiley is 4th of 20.

There  goes  Norman  after  about  a  minute.  This  is  just
pointless. Apollo, a Puerto Rican wrestler with a great look
is 5th. K-Krush is 6th and he saves Jarrett. Actually he
doesn’t but the announcers say he does. This is just mindless
stuff as nothing of note is happening and it’s just random
stuff to fill in time, which is how you could describe the
whole show to be fair. Oh hey let’s make fun of Toby Keith
even more.



Tenay is TICKED that the heels are working together for no
apparent reason. Slash, with James Mitchell who has a stable
that we haven’t heard from until now, is 7th. He’s one half of
PG-13 who was a big deal in Memphis and nowhere else. Jarrett
saves him for no apparent reason. Must be a Tennessee thing.
Del Rios who is another big guy is next. He’s a former USWA
(Memphis) champion. He’s a Scott Steiner lookalike and they
even point that out.

He’s better known as Phantasio, which is a guy that Monkey is
a mark for. He was a wrestling magician of all things which
somehow evolved into Papa Shango but was given to the guy that
played him instead. Oh come on he’s even got the Superman S on
his trunks. Some guy from NWA Wildside, a former WCW farm
territory, is 9th. The clock is off the screen now and the
times are getting longer. Konnan is 10th.

Every guy has their resume read with as many WCW, WWF and ECW
references as we can get in there. He beats up everyone and is
over  as  free  beer  in  a  frat  house.  We  really  need  some
eliminations. Joel Gertner who has lost about 100lbs brings
out Bruce from a team called the Rainbow Express. Yes it’s a
gay tag team and Billy and Chuck are a big deal at the moment.
No coincidence there at all.

He’s Kwee Wee from WCW if you’re wondering. He’s the guy that
wins the battle royal next week. MAYBE 15 seconds later, Rick
Steiner comes out. Slash is out. There goes Justice who looks
like a combination of Rhyno and one of the Pitbulls and now
Rick goes after Jarrett. Malice (The Wall from WCW) is 13th.
He chokeslams everyone in sight. Ok with Konnan it’s more like
a chokeshove.

Truth makes up for it though by going WAY into the air. There
goes Bruce, Truth, Del Rios, Konnan and Steiner are gone,
leaving us with Malice, Apollo and Jarrett. Scott Hall is 14th
to a huge pop and they actually give him a resume too, like he
needs it. He’s the Outlaw now for no apparent reason. Hall



hits a Razor’s Edge on Jarrett and here’s Toby Keith to suplex
Jarrett and throw him out.

Oh how I hate singers trying to be wrestlers and failing so
badly at getting people to care. Hall actually throws Jarrett
out to make it count for the ridiculous NWA. Chris Harris is
15th and no one cares as no one knows who he is. Vampire
Warrior (Gangrel) runs out early and beats up Harris. Ferrara
will not shut up about Jarrett and I’m sick of him in ways I
didn’t think were humanly possible.

Devon Storm, more commonly known as Crowbar from WCW, is next.
The second biggest star in this match is Gangrel. That says
the whole thing. Steve Cornio is 18th as I can’t believe this
made it 5 weeks. Ken Shamrock is the penultimate entrant and
he suplexes a lot of people. Brian Christopher, who should
give his father 20% of every dollar he ever makes in wrestling
because he never would have made a dime otherwise. A ton of
people go out in succession and all by Christopher. Yes, they
had him be a force.

The final five are Shamrock who is almost unrecognizable,
Christopher (out before I finish his name), Malice, Apollo and
Hall. Malice puts out everyone not named Shamrock, so it’s Ken
Shamrock vs. the Wall for the world title. You read that
right. This is just garbage as he survives the ankle lock for
about 40 seconds before walking around just fine. A belly to
belly ends a five minute nightmare.

Rating:  F+.  This  was  just  a  trainwreck.  We  had  Brian
Christopher, Gangrel, Lash Leroux and Norman Smiley in the
main event. Let that sink in for a bit. Also, Shamrock beats
the Wall for the title. Why not Hall, who people at least
know? This was just a mess, much like the whole show. I have
no idea what the point here was but it was bad. This was ¼ of
the show, and that’s just unacceptable. The booking was off
the wall as SHAMROCK, who hadn’t been seen in about two years
and looked awful, gets the belt.



Jackie Fargo, who looks and sounds older than his 71, wants to
fight Jarrett who wants to fight Toby Keith but Scott Hall
fights Jarrett next week. They brawl to end this mess.

Overall Rating: D-. And that’s being generous. This was awful
on all levels as nothing of note happens with the main event
was just a trainwreck. When the three biggest names you have
all say the main event is stupid, it hurts things badly. There
is zero flow to this and if I didn’t know better, I would have
bet on this not making it three months.

They changed things up a lot and it got a ton better, namely
when Russo and a ton of other guys showed up to replace guys
like the Dupps and the jokes in the main event. Definitely
stay away from this one as it’s awful.

 

Remember to like me on Facebook at:

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/kbwrestlingreviewscom/1179302949
74885?sk=wall

Genesis 2007 – Man, the X-
Division Rocked Back Then
Genesis 2007
Date: November 11, 2007
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Attendance: 900
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Don West
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Continuing our trip through 2007 TNA we have Genesis. The main
event is one of TNA’s favorites: a tag match with the world
title on the line. There isn’t much else here other than the
final  of  a  tournament  with  perhaps  the  most  complicated
stipulations that have ever existed in a wrestling tournament,
and when you think about it that covers A LOT of ground. Let’s
get to it.

We open with the National Anthem. I don’t know if this was
held on a holiday or what.

The opening video talks about a new beginning and being in a
brand  new  world.  Sting’s  partner  in  the  main  event  is  a
mystery partner which was mostly spoiled before this show.

A limo is outside.

Black Reign vs. Abyss

No DQ of course since it’s an Abyss match. Reign is Goldust
and has a workshop of horrors or some jazz like that. They
start brawling in the aisle with Abyss taking over to start.
Into the ring and they slug it out a bit. Ok forget about that
as we’re back on the floor again. Abyss breaks a piece of wood
or  plaster  over  Reign’s  head.  Into  the  crowd  as  I  lay
corrected:  this  isn’t  No  DQ.  It’s  a  Black  Reign  Shop  of
Horrors match. How clumsy of me.

They fight up the ramp where there’s a big box standing up.
Reign pulls out a key but can’t get inside. Instead he sends
Abyss down the ramp and into the ring again. Reign takes over
with some clotheslines and now it’s time to go hardcore. Abyss
takes over and pulls out the barbed wire bat. They go up the
ramp again and Abyss grabs a chokeslam to put Reign through a
table off the stage.

Back to the ring and Abyss grabs a board covered in mouse
traps. Did we teleport into a Japanese death match? Now Abyss
puts Reign’s hands into a vice to injure the fingers. Instead



Abyss grabs Reign’s rat but James Mitchell saves it from a
PETA assault. The rat goes into Mitchell’s shirt but Abyss is
sent into the traps….for two. There are some kendo stick shots
and Reign loads up brass knuckles. He walks into a Black Hole
Slam and gets pinned for his efforts though.

Rating: C-. This match had rat traps, a rat, and vices. What
does this have to do with wrestling again? Another thing: how
exactly can this be Reign’s specialty match if it’s never
happened before? Apparently he’s not that good at it as he’s
lost the only one that has ever existed. Never let it be said
Russo didn’t have 1000 names for a hardcore match.

Post match Abyss opens up the box from earlier and finds the
debuting Rellik. They beat Abyss down and lock him in the box.
The box is shoved off the stage and that’s it. Did this whole
segment  really  warrant  the  first  20  minutes  of  a  PPV?
Seriously?

Jeremy can’t find out who is in the limo even though Kurt
asked him to.

We run down the card that the fans already paid for. I still
don’t get that.

We recap Team 3D vs. the Guns. The idea here is that the
Dudleys hate the small guys that fly around all over the
place. They would go to war with it for months which resulted
in very little although the matches weren’t that bad.

The Guns say this is about taking their rightful place on the
list of great teams.

Team 3D vs. Motor City Machine Guns

It’s the second brawl on the ramp to start the match tonight.
The Guns take over with their speed early on and bust out some
nifty double teaming stuff. The Dudleys start to walk off and
then go after the announcers for a bit. Ok back to the match



with Bubba vs. Sabin in the first official pairing of the
match. A slick hurricanrana sends Ray into Shelley and Ray is
frustrated. Off to D-Von who gets two off a side slam/legdrop
combo.

Sabin literally dives into a tag to Shelley who fires off some
strikes to take over. Ray breaks up some double teaming and D-
Von takes over on Alex for a bit. Some chinlocking is broken
up by an enziguri but he can’t make the tag. Ray comes in and
the guy is pretty awesome as an evil jerk. Ray challenges D-
Von to see who can hit Shelley harder. Now that’s just mean.

Back to that chinlock which D-Von could at least flex on.
Shelley gets a big old kick in and both guys are down. There’s
your hot tag and Sabin cleans at least the basement and ground
floor. Tornado DDT gets two on D-Von. As the Guns double team
D-Von, Ray shouts in encouragement. “Come on D-Von! Come on!
OH MY GOD!” That last part was when the Guns hit a dropkick to
send him to the floor.

This actually is pretty solid stuff, mainly as the Guns are
very exciting to watch. A rana sets up a frog splash for two.
Ray  comes  back  in  and  kills  both  of  them  with  a  double
clothesline. Hey Alex, What’s Up? It’s Table Time and I don’t
get why. Do they think they’ll get away with it? Even the
Dudleys aren’t that stupid. The Guns take over again and the
High Low gets two. Ray grabs his belt and whips Sabin with it
a little.

Dudleyville Device gets two. A table is set up in the corner
but Sabin walks up the table and backflips to the ring (think
Bryan in the corner but much faster and impressive looking).
D-Von is sent through the table but that isn’t a DQ for no
apparent reason. The Guns hit their series of kicks to Ray and
we’re done.

Rating: B. Entertaining match here, odd rule choices aside.
This was power vs. speed and you really don’t need to do much



more than that most of the time. The matches are almost always
fun and this was exactly that. This would lead into a months
long feud which eventually incorporated Johnny Devine and Jay
Lethal over the X-Title. It would also result in a fish market
street fight but we’ve covered that before.

Angle yells at JB for not being able to find out who is in the
limo. Angle is paranoid and accuses Nash, his partner later
on, of being in on this. Nash chokes him against the wall and
says they can fight after they get rid of Sting and the
mystery partner.

We recap the Knockout Title match. Basically, Kim won the
first title at BFG and is in a four way for her first title
defense.

Knockout Title: Angel Williams vs. Gail Kim vs. ODB vs. Roxxi
Laveux

Williams is Angelina Love before she meant anything other than
a good looking blonde. She doesn’t have those ugly arm tattoos
either. This might be ODB’s debut match. Actually she was at
BFG. Good enough. Gail says she isn’t losing the title after a
month. The New Age Outlaws (Voodoo Kin Mafia here) are at
ringside for Roxxi. Gail fights off all three of them to start
and  does  it  pretty  easily.  One  of  the  Outlaws  tries  to
interfere and they’re out of here.

Now Roxxi is hypnotizing the referee. Gail is taken down on
the floor as Love is beaten down. We get the required spanking
as my eyes roll. Roxxi and ODB have something like a dance off
and ODB rams Roxxi’s head into her crotch. A bicycle kick by
Love takes Roxxi down and thank goodness Gail is back. There’s
a cross body to the floor to take out Roxxi. ODB beats on
Angelina a bit but the blonde gets a pretty sweet counter into
a DDT for two.

The Tower of Doom puts out every non-champion. Scratch that
idea as Gail hits a missile dropkick to Roxxi and everyone is



down. Now they slug it out and I think we’re wrapping things
up. A dropkick puts Roxxi down and a middle rope leg lariat
gets two. Roxxi spits something in ODB’s eyes and gets speared
down. Gail hits a Regal Cutter on ODB to retain.

Rating: C-. This was as plain and basic of a four way match as
you could ask for. That being said it’s pretty entertaining
and things worked out fairly well here to leg Kim have her
first title defense. That being said, any match where we can
look at Kim in tiny white shorts for about ten minutes makes
it good to me.

Post match Kong comes out to stare down Kim, setting up their
eventual feud.

Karen pushes her way into the limo but finds Eric Young and
James Storm trying to have a drinking contest. Storm as a
comedy character isn’t bad.

X-Division Title: Jay Lethal vs. Sonjay Dutt

They’re partners who are having a face vs. face match. Lethal
is champion and is dating So Cal Val here. Scratch that as
they haven’t hooked up yet. Dutt and Jay hug pre-match but in
a manly way. Things start fast and it’s a stalemate. They
botch something but try to turn it into a backslide by Jay.
They  reverse  some  pinfalls  and  Sonjay  slaps  him  to  tense
things up a bit.

There’s a harder slap and Lethal fires back. Now he offers a
hug as we’re playing some mind games. Dutt throws him to the
floor  and  there’s  a  HUGE  flip  dive  by  Sonjay.  There’s
something cool about just whipping one of those out. The fans
are split now. Dutt takes over and hits a double knee to the
chest for two. Lethal tries to get something going but jumps
into a dropkick for two.

Dutt seems to be questioning his mid-match heel turn and the
delay lets Lethal get a middle rope leg lariat to put both of



them  down.  Moonsault  press  gets  two  for  the  champion.
Springboard  missile  dropkick  sends  Dutt  to  the  floor  and
there’s a suicide dive as Lethal is in control. Back inside
they speed things up and exchange some counters until Jay gets
in a solid kick for two.

Dutt goes up for a moonsault but Jay rolls away. Dutt doesn’t
miss a beat and lands on his feet where he hits a standing
moonsault  for  two.  Lethal  shoves  him  off  so  Dutt  hits  a
running standing shooting star press for two. The fans say
that was awesome and for once they’re right. Dutt plays possum
and grabs a cutter but doesn’t let go and rolls back into a
his camel clutch finisher. Lethal grabs the rope quickly as
this has to be close to finished. Lethal is all ticked off and
fires off punches in the corner but charges into a pendulum
kick. Dutt tries to get too fancy and walks into the Lethal
Combination. The big elbow retains the title.

Rating: B. Where did this come from??? This was a very fun
match with them cranking it up time after time. I can see why
this feud went on forever as they kept trying to hit this
level again or even top it. This is what the smaller guys are
all about: having a fast paced match to entertain the crowd
and it worked very well here. Fun match.

They hug post match. Val is called into the ring and Dutt
throws  his  flowers  around.  Cue  Team  3D  for  the  big  heel
beatdown and Dutt takes a big 3D. Here’s one for Lethal as
well. Ray says the Guns cheated so they’re taking the title
belt hostage.

Nash says the mystery partner is not Scott Hall. Nash leaves
and we hear Storm and Young having the drinking contest again.
Young stays in it and Storm is ticked off. More in 20 minutes.

Tag Titles: AJ Styles/Tomko vs. Steiner Brothers

Yes, those Steiner Brothers. In 2007. They’re faces here and
AJ set this up by challenging Scott to a takedown contest.



Rick is in a Steiner Brothers t-shirt and workout pants. I
think that’s better for everyone. Scott vs. AJ starts us off
and AJ’s luck isn’t very good here. Scott beats AJ like he
stole something but Tomko’s distraction lets AJ hit a jumping
enziguri (not the Pele) and a dive over the top to take over.

Steiner grabs the spinning belly to belly and it’s off to Rick
vs. Tomko. At least the workout pants have bulldogs on them. A
Death Valley Driver puts Tomko down but the champs take over
and make him the face in peril. And scratch that as a Steiner
Line brings in Scott. Tomko grabs a powerbomb and AJ adds a
splash for two. Scott has a chain hanging from his beard. That
can’t be a good idea.

Rick comes in off the not very hot tag and cleans house on the
champions. The Steiners load up the Steiner Bulldog to AJ and
I shudder with Rick on top for a big move. It actually doesn’t
kill Styles but Tomko has to make the save anyway. Scott and
Tomko have a brawl on the floor as Rick powerbombs AJ. The
referee is down on the floor thanks to the brawl so Rick’s
cover doesn’t matter. Somehow a chair gets into the ring and
Styles kicks Rick low and a chair shot ends this.

Rating: D+. I have no idea what the point of this was. The
Steiners hadn’t meant anything in about 12 years at this point
but it’s the TNA attitude of once a draw, always a draw. This
was nothing to see at all and the match was pretty weak,
especially with the champs having to cheat to win. They would
hold the titles for a then record 6 months.

We recap Joe vs. Roode. Roode jumped Joe to save Christian for
no apparent reason so Joe knocked Roode out of the Fight for
the Right Tournament. Miss Brooks cost Roode….something so he
yelled at her even more. This gets the music video treatment.

Roode says he isn’t afraid of Joe. Ms. Brooks wants to know
who Roode’s stalker fan is.

Robert Roode vs. Samoa Joe



Joe gets the full Samoan dancers entrance. Roode runs away
immediately but doesn’t get far. Joe runs quickly for a fat
boy. We get into the usual stuff and Joe fires off the suicide
elbow to the floor. Roode is sat in a chair as the fans call
for the Ole Kick. The kick is caught and Roode slams the foot
into the chair instead as he takes over. The brawl goes both
ways for a bit until Joe sends him into the steps and into the
ring we go.

The Samoan chops on Roode’s chest while he’s sat on the ropes
but Roode snaps off a Blockbuster for two. Roode chokes away
but HE HAS TIL FIVE! There’s a Hennig neck snap and Roode
slaps him around a little bit. A clothesline gets two. Time
for a long chinlock as this feels like one of those matches
that gets way too much time. Of course it could be just that
Roode is dull in the ring but who knows?

Now it’s a sleeper as the time waster of choice. Roode is sent
to the apron for a bit and jumps back into a cutter in a
pretty cool looking counter. Joe takes over with his running
strikes….and  Miss  Brooks  is  out  cold.  This  was  a  “legit”
fainting but after it was called legit, reports came out that
said Russo told her to do it and didn’t tell anyone else.

Joe hits a snap powerslam for two, followed by the powerbomb-
Boston crab-STF sequence. Roode escapes the Clutch and manages
to sneak in a low blow as well. There’s the release Rock
Bottom but Roode hits the northern lariat for two. Roode was
in that bad spot a heel gets into at times where he didn’t
have a solid enough finisher so he’ll try whatever he can,
like that piledriver which gets two. Fisherman’s suplex is
countered though and a MuscleBuster ends this clean.

Rating: C. Like I said earlier, the problem here is that the
match ran too long. It wasn’t bad but Roode wasn’t worth
watching at all around this point and it was pretty clear that
was the case. Joe would move on to a long feud with Angle
where he would eventually win the title while Roode would



eventually feud with Sting’s mystery partner.

Kurt is worried about the main event while Karen says chill.
They get into a huge argument and leave. They go out to the
limo as Karen says chill. Kurt goes after the security guards
but Sting comes in to beat him back.

We recap the Fight for the Right Tournament. Oh boy explaining
the Fight for the Right Tournament. This is like the teenage
wet dream of a young Vince Russo that adult Vince Russo would
smile at and say “if only…if only.” Then imagine if that
actually happened. There were only two. Here’s the format for
the second year (this one) which is actually less insane.

This is where the legendarily bad reverse battle royal began.
Well, it began in the 2006 version but it was in Fight for the
Right. So you have 16 people start on the floor. The first 8
people that can get into the ring advance to part two. The
other 8 are eliminated. The other 8 will be placed into a
single elimination tournament.

The  seeds  for  that  tournament  (a  tournament  inside  of  a
tournament  remember)  will  be  determined  by  the  order  of
elimination (first out is the 8 seed, second is the 7 seed,
winner is the 1 seed etc). Since it’s TNA, the #1 seed (Eric
Young) lost. There was a first round draw so two people never
involved (Christian and Joe) were inserted into a one-on-one
match because a bye just couldn’t happen.

Junior Fatu (Rikishi) won in the first round but was also
injured so Chris Harris somehow took his place. The finals
were Christian vs. Kaz and it took place on Impact. However
there was interference so the solution: HAVE THE FINAL AGAIN!
This time it’s a ladder match because a gimmick match on PPV
wasn’t in the original plans or something.

Just  for  fun,  here’s  the  design  of  the  original  (2006)
tournament which thankfully was all on TV.



This one also started with the reverse battle royal, because a
regular one, as in a match that has gone on for years, wasn’t
good enough for Old Vinny Ru. This time you had 18 people
start and the first seven in had a regular battle royal. Once
we got down to two people, they had a regular match. The
winner  of  that  (Abyss)  advanced  to  a  triple  threat  which
served as the finals.

The man who lost the one on one match (Lance Hoyt) was the #1
seed (lost in the first round) in a six man tournament. There
were three singles matches (one was somehow for the X-Division
Title which AJ won) and the winners went on to a triple threat
final of the tournament. The winner of that tournament went on
to  face  Abyss  in  the  final  of  the  tournament  (not  the
tournament within a tournament mind you. The tournament that
the tournament inside the tournament is inside of) which Abyss
won (he also won the title from Sting).

Got all that?

Christian says Kaz isn’t going to use him as a stepping stone.
He tells AJ and Tomko to stay in the back.

Christian vs. Kaz

Winner gets a shot at the champion at some point in the
future. Remember that it’s a ladder match. Kaz hammers away
with some kicks and there’s the first ladder. Christian picks
it up so Kaz hits a spinning dive over the top onto said
ladder which hurts him more than the Canadian. Christian is
bleeding right around the eye. Here’s ladder junior and it’s
bridged between the ring and the barricade.

Kaz gets laid out on it and Christian goes up top. He drops a
frog splash on Kaz, but the ladder is all like IS THAT ALL YOU
GOT? THAT AIN’T GONNA BREAK ME BOY! That eye of Christian
looks bad. Kaz moves out of the way and spins Christian into
the ladder in the corner. He sandwiches Christian behind a
ladder in the corner but on a charge Christian PELTS the



ladder at Kaz, sending him down. The crowd is already way into
this.

Christian  does  a  few  more  painful  things  to  Kaz  but  his
attempt at the contract doesn’t work. Kaz gets in a nice
looking shot as he swings the ladder like a bat. They both go
up ladders and Christian manages to hit a reverse DDT off the
top. Kaz gets up again and puts Christian on the ladder with a
backdrop and then the spinning legdrop that he uses. The fans
think it’s awesome and I can’t really disagree.

Kaz suplexes the ladder onto Christian and then goes up for
the scary spot of the matc. He climbs to the very top of the
ladder and drops a leg on Christian onto the ladder, but the
middle part moves so Kaz’s leg hits the ladder square on.
FREAKING OW MAN!!! Christian goes up so Kaz hits a springboard
dropkick into the ladder which knocks the ladder into the
ropes, knocking the cameraman off the apron.

AJ and Tomko come out but Christian calls them off. Both guys
go up the ladder but it topples over. Christian goes flying
down to the floor where he lands on the tag champions. The
look on his face is great as it says “I just want to go home
and have a grilled cheese.” Kaz was able to get his foot onto
the rope to stop the fall and shove himself back up. He pulls
down the contract to win it.

Rating: A-. Now THIS was fun. This is the third time tonight
that the X-Division guys have been allowed to go out there and
have fun and it’s the third very good match they’ve had. What
else can you ask for other than that? Great match here with
both guys beating each other up and taking some HARD shots.

Back to the drinking contest. JB is told both guys are drunk
and he walks in on them. For some reason they both have their
shirts off so JB gets a drink as well. They keep trying to
outdrink each other but settle with the first man out the door
wins. They get up and James passes out, making Young World



Drinking Champion.

We recap the main event. Nash helped Angle get the title by
beating Sting but wouldn’t help him after that. Sting has a
mystery partner for the tag match which is for the world
title. I’m not sure how that works but I don’t think TNA did
either.

TNA World Title: Kurt Angle/Kevin Nash vs. Sting/???

First person to get a fall wins, making it more or less a
fatal fourway or four corners match. The mystery partner is
the  debuting  Booker  T  which  was  spoiled  by  the  time  it
happened. They had a graphic with various clues (they were
trying to do their own SAVE US thing) but it said Huffman
which gave things away. One day someone will have to explain
to me how you can be returning to the ring after months off
(Nash) or debut like Booker and be in a title match.

Sting vs. Angle gets us going and Sting takes over with some
speed stuff. Well, speed for a guy in his late 40s. The fans
chant “tag in Booker”. Instead it’s off to Nash and the fans
still want Booker. It looks like we’re saving him for the big
hot tag which isn’t a horrible idea. Or not as when I flip
back to the video player Booker is legal. Booker takes over on
Kurt with a side slam for two.

Nash comes back in and hooks a side slam for two on Booker.
Booker fires off a spin kick and brings back Sting who goes
nuts on everyone. Everything breaks down and Kurt hits a snap
German on Sting. We’re running through the time in this match
quickly running down. Off to a rest hold but they get up and
Sting counters the Angle Slam into a DDT to put them both down
again.

There’s the moderately warm tag to Booker and he beats down
the heels. Spinarooni is debuted in TNA but a Book End only
gets two. Booker totally messes up a spin kick on Nash for
two. It was more or less a back shot to Nash. A Jackknife puts



down Booker but Sting grabs the Death Drop on Nash. Here’s AJ
who is sent right back out but Tomko takes out Sting. It’s
implied that Karen brought them in. Sharmell, Booker’s wife,
debuts and gets in a fight with Karen. Nash takes forever to
load up a Jackknife on Sting so Kurt hits Nash with the belt
and pins Sting after an Angle Slam to retain.

Rating: C. We’ve seen this a dozen times before which is
what’s holding this back. It’s not a bad match or anything but
how many times do you remember hearing about something like
this? Booker’s debut was cool but it was pretty flat after the
initial pop. The turn by the tag champs wasn’t bad either.

Overall Rating: B. With three very good (one great) matches
and nothing being totally bad, you’ve got a pretty awesome
show here. How many times do you remember a 9 match card
having three very good matches on it? It’s very rare and this
was a pretty shocking surprise. Good show and actually worth
checking out, but you may want to cut it off before the main
event as it’s pretty weak by comparison.

 

Remember to like me on Facebook at:

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/kbwrestlingreviewscom/1179302949
74885?sk=wall


