
Thought of the Day: One Of A
Kind
In  something that won’t be said either before or again, this
is going to be about a Dirty White Boy, Bismark, North Dakota
and Big E. Langston. Back in the mid 1990s, the WWF had a
stupid idea for a lot of one note characters, such as a
wrestling monk, a rock guitarist, a magician (I think that one
had  potential  but  that’s  for  another  time),  cowboys,  a
garbageman and a tag team called Well Dunne.  All of these
were really basic characters with only the cowboys (Smoking
Gunns) going anywhere.  In addition to all these guys, there
was one in particular I want to focus on: T.L. Hopper, as
played by Tony Anthony (who wrestled as Dirty White Boy in
SMW).

T.L.  Hopper  was  a  wrestling  plumber.   End  of  gimmick.  
Seriously, that’s it.  He was a wrestling plumber and nothing
more.  We didn’t know whether to cheer him, boo him, or
anything  about  him  other  than  his  job.   Why  was  he  a
wrestler?  Why not stay a plumber?  Was he the WWF plumber? 
Was  it  a  side  job?   Why  are  we  thinking  of  all  these
questions?  In short, there was nothing to this character and
it didn’t shock anyone when he was gone in less than a year.

At the end of the day there was one major issue above all
others with Hopper: there was nothing special about him.  Open
your phone book and see how many plumbers you find in the
yellow pages.  There are probably dozens if you live in a
decent sized city.  In other words, there’s nothing special
about a plumber.  This one happens to wrestle and that’s the
end of the differences between him and any other plumber you
can name.

Flash forward to about 2011.  Down in Florida Championship
Wrestling,  a  power  lifter  turned  wrestler  joined  the  WWE
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developmental system.  His name was Big E. Langston and all we
knew about him was that he was strong.  He needed a nickname
so he was christened Florida’s Strongest Man.  Uh…..ok?

That’s kind of impressive but is he stronger than everyone in
Oregon?  On the street I live on?  Can he out lift everyone in
Bismark, North, Dakota?  Tell you what: I’ll go to Oregon and
if the strongest man there sucks, I’ll come buy a ticket to
see Langston, providing there isn’t a flight to Bismark later
in the day.  It also didn’t help that there was a guy on the
main WWE roster known as the World’s Strongest Man.  It really
makes Langston look like a low rent imitation, so why would I
want to pay for someone who might be one of the strongest men
in the country, let alone the rest of the world?

The lesson here should be obvious: make the gimmick something
you  can’t  find  elsewhere.   Look  at  Kurt  Angle  when  he
debuted.  The emphasis was on the fact that he was the ONLY
Olympic Gold Medalist in WWF History, as in no one else has
ever done this.  Randy Orton is the APEX Predator, as in the
top of the food chain.  Most titles are the WORLD Heavyweight
Championship, not the Louisiana and Missouri Champion.

In short, make a gimmick something that will draw a crowd, not
something that makes people look at what better options there
are.  Make them say “I want to see THAT!”

More  Notes  From  Post
Summerslam Raw
Especially   that  last  segment.  1.  Are  people  really  as
confused as they seem about who is going to help Bryan?  It’s
really not that complicated.
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2. Does anyone feel stupid for buying the rumor about Shield
being downgraded in favor of Wyatt Family which was blamed on
HHH?  Last night Shield became the personal security force for
the super heel stable and fought three former world champions
while Bray Wyatt squashed a jobber to the stars in two and a
half minutes.  It’s like WWE…..LIED!  That’s not fair!
3. It’s been a long time since we’ve had a heel super stable
in WWE.  Has there been one since Evolution? La Familia was on
Smackdown so it means nothing.

4. It’s amazing how time can heal all wounds in WWE. Randy
Orton came as close to raping Stephanie as you can while her
husband was tied up and punted Vince in the head, but now it’s
ok for the sake of business.  I love wrestling logic.

5. When is the last time heels held all titles in WWE?  It’s
been a very long while.

6. You know what I like about the new stable?  They act like
heels.  Seriously it’s that simple: they tell us what’s better
for us, says the wishes of other people don’t matter, they say
they’re going to do what they want no matter what because they
own the place and they throw their authority around with no
fear  of  reprecussions  at  all.   They’re  EVIL,  not  making
logical points with well thought out arguments that could sway
the fans to their side.  It’s the will of the people vs. the
people that tell us they know what’s best for us.  That’s good
vs. evil and the best stories come from basic ideas such as
that.

Monday Night Raw – August 19,
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2013: Cut The Filler, Get To
The Game
Monday  Night Raw
Date: August 19, 2013
Location: Honda Center, Anaheim, California
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, John Bradshaw Layfield

A lot has changed since last night. First and foremost, Randy Orton is
the new WWE Champion after cashing in on the previous new champion Daniel
Bryan. Daniel beat Cena clean with a running knee to the head but HHH
turned heel shortly thereafter, hitting Bryan with a Pedigree so Orton
could take the title. Things should be very interesting tonight since
Cena is going to be taking extended time off for elbow surgery. Let’s get
to it.

We open with a recap of the main events of last night. If you haven’t
seen those, go out of your way to check them out as they’re both
masterpieces.

Here’s Cena to open things up. He says he’s disgusted by what happened
last night at Summerslam but has to stop for a Cena Sucks chant. A few
months ago he said the next person to be WWE Champion would earn it and
that’s exactly what Daniel Bryan did. Bryan brought out the best in him
and reminded Cena that a WWE Superstar should be judged on what he can do
in the ring. Two weeks ago WWE medical staff told him he had a torn
tricep and the title match last night had to be postponed.

The elbow is not an excuse because he was beaten by the better man in a
clean fight last night. Then last night he was in the trainer’s room
getting looked at when he heard what HHH and Randy Orton did and he was
disgusted. However now that he’s no longer WWE Champion he needs to have
elbow surgery and will be gone for four to six months. Before he goes
though, he wants to introduce a man who has earned his respect: Daniel
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Bryan.

Cena leaves and here’s a subdued Bryan to address the crowd. Before he
can say anything though, here’s Stephanie McMahon to some horrible new
music. She apologizes to Bryan for what happened but says HHH did what’s
best for business. The fans chant no and Bryan thinks they disagree with
Stephanie. Bryan talks about how HHH used to be a renegade in DX but now
he’s gone corporate. He knew HHH would that because when he lays down
with trash like Stephanie, you start to stink.

Stephanie says she’ll let that slide so Bryan wants to give her a cheer
for it. If Stephanie fires her, he’ll go back to wrestling in armories
and selling t-shirts out of his car. Bryan swears revenge and says he’ll
give her a reason to fire him. Stephanie says she doesn’t want to fire
him but Bryan and the people need to understand that not everyone can be
the face of the company. Bryan is 5’8 and maybe 200lbs so he’s not WWE
Championship material. Stephanie says that Bryan may not be an A but he’s
a solid B+.

Instead of calling her something that starts with a B, Bryan goes on a
rant about how he’ll be WWE Champion again. He knocks the mic out of her
hand…..so she just gets another one. Anyway Stephanie says Bryan needs to
calm down and she refuses to be intimidated. Security comes down to
escort Bryan from the building and blames him for this. Bryan starts a NO
chant as he leaves.

Damien Sandow vs. Cody Rhodes

Here’s a free Summerslam rematch with both guys in the ring as we come
back from a break. Sandow charges into a knee to start and Cody does the
single worst spot call I’ve ever seen, literally leaning over to whisper
something in Sandow’s ear before getting backdropped to the apron. Back
in and Cody clotheslines him to the floor for a snap suplex. Cody cranks
on the arm a bit but gets forearmed to the outside. Rhodes goes up top
but gets flipped down for two as we take a break.



Back to the boring match with Sandow putting on a chinlock. The Russian
legsweep sets up the Wind-Up elbow for two before taking Cody to the top.
Sandow’s belly to back superplex is countered and Cody “hits” a moonsault
press but seems to have injured his leg in the process. He’s able to limp
through the match but Cross Rhodes is countered into an Edge-O-Matic for
two. The Terminus is countered into a Disaster Kick but Sandow rolls to
the apron. Back in and Cody hooks a sunset flip out of the corner for the
pin at 10:33.

Rating: D+. This got better at the end but the match took way too long to
get going. At the end of the day, Sandow’s stock has fallen so far
through the floor that a win over him hasn’t meant anything in months.
Cody is at least getting a bit stronger but he needs wins over bigger
names than Sandow.

GM Brad Maddox shows us some disparaging comments from Ziggler about HHH
before announcing Ziggler vs. Shield tonight.

Here’s Heyman with something to say. Punk lost last night which was a
lesson in rebellion. Heyman admits that Punk gave Lesnar the worst
beating he can ever remember, but Brock still won. Now it’s time to end
this family feud because Heyman is a better father to Punk than the man
that sired him. Last night Big Brother Brock beat some sense into Punk
and now Heyman forgives him. When Punk apologizes to Heyman, he’ll take
Punk back and they’re reach new heights. He still loves Punk and is
willing to put this behind them. Together, they’re the best in the world
and they’ll be so again.

The Bellas and Funkadactyls are catty backstage.

AJ Lee/Layla vs. Funkadactyls

The non-cheerleaders jump the Funkadactyls to start until we get going
with Naomi vs. AJ. AJ gets a quick two off a spin kick and chokes a lot.
Naomi finally scores with an enziguri to escape but the tag brings in



Layla who knocks Cameron to the floor. Using the distraction, Naomi
scores a quick rollup for the pin on Layla at 2:22.

We recap the opening segment.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Shield

Ambrose starts for Shield and unsuccessfully tries to drive Dolph into
the corner. Rollins comes in and gets in a shot to put Dolph down as the
beating begins. Reigns comes in for some shots of his own and the beating
begins. Shield takes turns working Ziggler over and there isn’t much to
say here.

Ambrose puts on a chinlock but Dolph bites the hand to escape. Ziggler
starts a comeback and scores with a dropkick but it’s back to Roman who
walks into a dropkick as well. A Fameasser puts Reigns down and a DDT
gets two. Ziggler suplexes Rollins to the floor where Seth is clutching
his knee. Ziggler loads up the Stinger Splash but jumps into the spear
for the pin at 6:07.

Rating: C-. Much like the first match this took awhile to get going but
the second half of it was much better. Rollins being hurt could be
something horrible though as just Ambrose and Reigns aren’t going to be
as effective as just a two man team. They could get the tag belts through
the Freebird Rule if nothing else though.

Rollins gets back in while hopping on one leg and there’s the Triple Bomb
to lay Ziggler out.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Sin Cara

Del Rio jumps Sin Cara to start but gets armdragged down and out to the
floor. A dive takes Alberto out and immediately asks the referee to come
over while holding his hand. The referee holds up an X but Alberto throws



him back in. The referee pulls Del Rio to the floor and rings the bell at
about 55 seconds.

Post match Del Rio talks about being the Latino hero and the world
champion. This brings out the returning Ricardo Rodriguez who says Del
Rio isn’t a hero. Now he represents someone new: Rob Van Dam. I was
expecting Rey but this works too. Rob takes out Del Rio but he rolls to
the floor to avoid the Five Star.

Prime Time Players vs. Real Americans

Before the match, Colter goes into a rant about how evil foreigners at
Disney Land are. Young starts with Cesaro and takes over with relative
ease. Off to Titus who runs over Swagger before getting caught in
Cesaro’s gutwrench suplex. Back to Swagger who has less luck but Titus
gets caught by some double teaming. The Americans take turns on Titus but
Swagger charges into a spinebuster. Hot tag brings in Young vs. Cesaro
with Darren taking over. Everything breaks down and the fireman’s carry
gutbuster (Gut Check) is good for the pin on Antonio at 4:50.

Rating: D. The match was nothing of note but if it’s Young’s push for
coming out of the closet I can’t complain all that much. The Players have
been hanging around the tag team scene for months now so it’s not like
this is a huge jump up the card for them. They would likely work better
as faces anyway.

Big Show says he and Henry are teaming up to go after the tag titles but
Maddox interrupts. Apparently Big Show has had some bad things to say
about HHH. Therefore tonight it’s Shield vs. Big Show where Shield
doesn’t have to tag. Show asks if Brad wants to do that to Shield.

Justin Gabriel, Zack Ryder and a Foot Locker referee plug Foot Locker
gear until Fandango and Summer Rae come in to do the same thing.



We look at last night’s main events again.

Ryback torments some other guy in the back by making him pick up his bag
over and over. They wind up in the shower and Ryback sprays water into
the guy’s bag after slapping him.

Big Show vs. Shield

Show throws Reigns to the floor to start and pounds both guys down with
ease. Rollins’ knee seems to be ok. Big Show cleans house and throws the
other guys to the floor with Seth holding his knee again. Reigns is
speared down by Big Show and Ambrose pulls him to the floor. The numbers
finally start catching up with Big Show but he shoves everyone down
again.

Seth is thrown to the floor as Ambrose is beaten up. The chokeslam is
broken up by Rollins and a dropkick staggers Big Show. Seth’s top rope
knee to the head gets two but Show suplexes both of them down at once.
Reigns is finally back in and spears Big Show down and the Triple Bomb
ends him at 4:34.

Rating: D+. Even at four and a half minutes this felt too long. A lot of
the middle part of the match was the same stuff over and over again which
made it boring. The interesting thing here is Maddox sending Shield in
over and over and potentially ticking them off, meaning they might turn
on him. The interesting story makes up for the weaker match.

Here’s Punk with something to say. He talks about having a lot on his
mind and yells at a fan for booing him. Punk wants to fight and offers to
make the fan toothless right now. Heyman said he can get Punk the WWE
Title and in the main event of Wrestlemania for an apology. If that’s
what Heyman wants, come out here and get it. Cue Heyman along with Curtis
Axel but Punk doesn’t let them say anything.



Punk says he’s sorry for not ripping Heyman’s arm off last night and
knocking Heyman’s teeth out. Next time he’s choking Heyman out then
waking him up so he can spit him in the face. Punk promises to get
revenge and wants to do it right now. Heyman says the apology should come
from him so he’s sorry for what Axel is about to do to Punk. He tells
Axel to go tape up his hands for a fight because Punk has pushed Heyman
too far once too often. If Punk is still in the ring when we get back,
Axel is coming to the ring to take Punk apart.

Back from a break with Punk sitting in a chair. Axel comes out and gets
beaten down in a non-match. They head to the floor where Axel gets in a
few cheap shots but Punk sends him over the time keeper’s area. Punk goes
after Heyman but stops to dive at Axel and hit him in the rips with the
ring bell.

They head back inside and Punk goes for the GTS, only to have Curtis
escape and go after the leg. Axel works on the leg a bit before hitting
his finisher to lay Punk out. Curtis tries to Pillmanize the leg but Punk
moves away and destroys Axel with the chair. A GTS onto the steps knocks
Curtis out cold and Punk stares at Heyman.

R-Truth vs. Bray Wyatt

Truth charges at him but gets sent into the corner. Wyatt gets caught by
Truth’s drop down into a side kick sequence but a Harper distraction lets
Bray hit the cross body to take over. The corner splash sets up Sister
Abigail for the pin at 2:35.

We get a vignette on bullfighters coming to WWE. It’s Primo and Epico in
a new gimmick.

3MB vs. Usos

It’s Slater and Mahal tonight with Jey vs. Slater to start. Jey takes



over on Slater before bringing on Jimmy to keep up the pace. Mahal gets
in a cheap shot from the apron to take over before hooking a chinlock on
Jimmy. Slater comes in again and pounds away as this match just keeps
going. Jimmy finally gets in a shot to make the tag to Jey. Mahal comes
in as well as everything breaks down. Jey dives through the ropes to take
out the other Band members but tags in Jimmy at the same time. The
Superfly Splash ends Mahal at 5:35.

Rating: D. Again just too long here. This show is full of filler matches
and it’s getting tiresome. The injuries are starting to mount up for WWE
and the results are matches like this. It didn’t have anything behind it
and just filled in about seven minutes because there’s nothing else to
put there. The solution? Make Smackdown three hours of course.

The Miz vs. Wade Barrett

Speaking of filler, there’s this match. Barrett hooks a quick headlock
but gets caught in a flapjack. Miz hits the running clothesline in the
corner but misses the ax handle. A big boot gets two on Miz and another
big boot sends Miz to the outside. We hit the chinlock back inside before
Miz comes back with a sunset flip for two.

Back to the chinlock as the fans cheer for Barrett. Miz comes back with a
forearm to the head and a clothesline to send Barrett to the corner. He
kicks Barrett in the leg and adds a running dropkick but Barrett kicks
away the Figure Four attempt. Miz tries another sunset flip but hooks the
Figure Four….only to have Fandango come in off the top with the legdrop
for the DQ at 4:45.

Rating: D+. At least there’s a story to the ending of this one. Miz still
doesn’t work as a face and the Figure Four is a big reason for that. It’s
not that he’s even bad at it anymore but the move just doesn’t fit him at
all. He got to the WWE Title and won in the main event of Wrestlemania
with the other move so he switches it up? Seriously?



Maddox tells Stephanie that Daniel Bryan is back in the building. She
says thank you and goes into Vince’s office.

Back from a break with Vince and Stephanie in the ring and HHH coming to
the ring with the roster on the stage. Shield is standing guard at
ringside. Vince praises HHH for doing the right thing and says he finally
saw the light. HHH says it’s time for his explanation. He didn’t throw
away the future, but rather he did it to save the future. HHH did it for
the people on the stage, for Vince’s father and grandfather, for his
father in law, for his wife, for his kids and for the people in the
audience.

HHH didn’t do it to screw Daniel Bryan. In fact he’s a big fan of Bryan,
who is a great little technician. Bryan had a great match last night and
won the title, but he can’t be the WWE Champion or the face of the
company. Last night HHH made sure the people didn’t have to settle for a
B when they can have an A+. Bryan has a personal issue but what about
HHH’s personal problems? He didn’t like having to bury Bryan’s fifteen
years of experience and calls Bryan selfish for having a problem with
this.

Bryan needs to check his ego at the door like HHH does every week when he
goes to work. The fans chant for Bryan but HHH brings out Orton as the
ultimate show of burying his personal problems. Orton comes out to hug
Stephanie because time heals all borderline rapes in WWE. Orton thanks
HHH for causing this and demands that the fans appreciate the Game. HHH
takes the mic back and asks Bryan to come out here and get it all out at
once. Shield is excused so Bryan will actually come out. HHH starts a YES
chant and asks Bryan to come out with his music playing.

Bryan comes out from the side of the stage and Shield immediately jumps
him. He fights them off for a bit but Reigns spears him down. They load
up the Triple Bomb but HHH calls them off and says Bryan gets to say what
he wants. He finally gets in the ring but walks into an RKO to put him
down. The new Corporation stands tall to close the show.



Overall Rating: C+. This was a good show for the storyline stuff but the
show itself was a BIG drag. As usual, if you cut an hour out of this it’s
a great show but with the extra stuff in there it’s just too much. Cena
leaving is a very interesting story, but I’m afraid it might set him up
as the savior in a few months. I like the heel super stable as they have
a TON of power and it seemingly came out of nowhere. Good show here but
it’s mainly for the opening and closing segments.

Results

Cody Rhodes b. Damien Sandow – Sunset Flip

Funkadactyls b. AJ Lee/Layla – Rollup to Layla

Shield b. Dolph Ziggler – Spear

Alberto Del Rio b. Sin Cara via referee stoppage

Prime Time Players b. Real Americans – Gut Check to Cesaro

Shield b. Big Show – Triple Bomb

Bray Wyatt b. R-Truth – Sister Abigail

Usos b. 3MB – Superfly Splash to Mahal

The Miz b. Wade Barrett via DQ when Fandango interfered

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



Summerslam  2013:  A  Star  Is
Born
Summerslam 2013
Date: August 18, 2013
Location: Staples Center, Los Angeles, California
Commentators: Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’re finally at Summerslam and the show looks great. It’s a two match
show but those two matches have the potential to be masterpieces.
Tonight’s main events are John Cena defending the Raw Title against
Daniel Bryan and the Best vs. the Beast in CM Punk vs. Brock Lesnar. The
rest of the card is hit or miss but Bray Wyatt vs. Kane in a Ring of Fire
match has potential. Let’s get to it.

Pre-Show: US Title: Dean Ambrose vs. Rob Van Dam

Dean is defending and Rob won the title shot in a battle royal on Raw.
Feeling out process to start with Dean running Rob down. Ambrose does the
finger point while shouting US Champion in a cute bit before taking Rob
down with a hammerlock. Back up and Rob hits a quick spin kick to put
Dean down and there’s the real finger point. Ambrose comes back with
chops and punches in the corner as the slow start continues. Dean cranks
on the neck and the fans are split down the middle.

A running dropkick against the ropes gets two on Van Dam and it’s off to
the chinlock. They get back up and Dean avoids a charge in the corner but
Rob comes back with a spinning cross body out of the corner for two. A
kick look to set up the Five Star but here are Rollins and Reigns for a
distraction but not a DQ. This brings out Big Show and Henry for backup
as we take a break.

Back with Ambrose still in control with shots to the chest and a cross
face chicken wing. An ECW chant starts up as Ambrose transitions into a
sleeper. Rob is sent to the floor but the giants block Shield from
interfering. Dean goes out to stare as well but gets kicked down by Van
Dam, allowing Rob to put him on the barricade for the spin kick from the
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apron.

Back in and Rob hits a top rope front flip attack for a close two. Reigns
trips Rob to break up Rolling Thunder but Rob still gets two off a
cradle. A spinebuster gets two for Dean but a top rope backsplash misses.
Rob loads up the Five Star but has to jump at Rollins instead. Dean get a
very close two off a rollup but Rob comes back with a kick to the face.
Now Rolling Thunder connects and there’s the Five Star but Reigns comes
in for the DQ at 14:08. So what did Show and Henry do here exactly?

Rating: B-. This was getting very good until the ending. Again what was
the point in Henry and Big Show being out there if they were just going
to stand around and do nothing? Dean got to hang in there against Rob but
it doesn’t look as good without the win. Good opener though and the fans
were WAY into it.

The opening video focuses on the main events and not much more.

JoJo from Total Divas sings the national anthem. She’s not bad.

Kane vs. Bray Wyatt

Wyatt and his Family debuted a few weeks ago and attacked Kane. Tonight
the ring is surrounded by fire to prevent interference but you win by
pin/submission. This is Bray’s in ring debut. Kane pounds him into the
corner to start and clotheslines him down, sending the flames shooting
into the air. The Family tries to get closer to the ring and there goes
the fire again. Nice touch. Bray charges right at Kane and pounds away
but can’t hit a suplex.

Kane suplexes him down instead, sending the fire up again. Bray avoids
the low dropkick but misses a charge, sending himself into the ropes and
near the flames. Wyatt crushes him in the corner with a splash and mostly
misses a cross body. They’re lucky that the flames are covering up a lot
of these misses. Bray slugs his way out of a chokeslam but Kane “hits” a
big boot. Are the flames really messing them up that badly? That’s like
three moves that have mostly missed. Kane side slams him down for no
cover but Bray gets in a shot to take Kane down.



Wyatt asks for a weapon but as Harper loads up a kendo stick the flames
go up, catching the stick on fire. Firemen put it out so Rowan steals the
extinguisher, but it has no effect. There’s the chokeslam to Wyatt but
Kane hits a second one for revenge. He calls for the tombstone but the
Family puts a blanket over the flames, allowing the monsters to come in
and beat Kane down. There’s no DQ though so this is all legal. Kane is
destroyed and Sister Abigail is good for the pin at 7:49.

Rating: D+. This was disappointing. The visuals were cool but just
putting a blanket over the flames was a pretty lame way to have the
monsters get inside. I was expecting something a bit more supernatural
instead of fire safety tips with the Wyatt Family. Also what was up with
those botches?

Post match Bray sits in his chair with his hat on as the Family lays
Kane’s head on the steps. They crush his head with the top part as Bray
lights the lantern to a HUGE pop. The Wyatts take Kane with them.

The expert panel of Booker T, Shawn Michaels and Vickie Guerrero talk
about the match a bit.

We get part of a Heyman promo from the pre show as the fire stuff is
removed. Punk vs. Lesnar is now No DQ.

Damien Sandow vs. Cody Rhodes

They used to be partners but Sandow cheated Cody out of the MITB case
last month, causing Cody to throw the case in the Gulf of Mexico. Sandow
talks about great literary pairs throughout history and says there was
always a leader and a follower. Cody was the sidekick of the Rhodes
Scholars and tonight he’s being sent back to the carnival his family came
from. Cody has shaved his mustache and you can find out why on Friday on
the Youtube channel. SERIOUSLY? They think people are going to check that
out?

They start fast with Cody in control until Sandow takes him out to the
floor. Cody is rammed back first into the apron and Sandow fires off
forearms to the spine. A quick suplex gets two and it’s off to a knee in
Cody’s back. Cross Rhodes is quickly countered but the legsweep and Wind-



Up elbow get two for Sandow. Damien busts out Edge’s old Edgecator
submission (it’s like a Sharpshooter but Damien leans forward on the legs
instead of turning over and pulling) but it’s quickly broken up.

Back up and Cody catches him on the top rope in a Muscle Buster of all
things for two. Damien backdrops him to the apron but Cody comes back in
with a nice springboard missile dropkick. The Disaster Kick misses and
Sandow hits his flip neckbreaker for two. Cody falls down on Sandow’s
sunset flip for two before hitting the Disaster Kick for another near
fall. Damien avoids a charge into the post for two more but Cody grabs
Cross Rhodes out of nowhere for the pin at 6:37.

Rating: C. This was better than I was expecting and I like that they’re
pushing Cody stronger. He had so much potential when he was
Intercontinental Champion but it just fell apart since them. At the same
time though, Sandow continues his downward spiral into nothingness,
meaning he’ll be world champion in a few months more than likely. Maybe
we’ll get a rematch for the case next month.

Video recap of Christian’s career which is pretty cool stuff.

Smackdown World Title: Christian vs. Alberto Del Rio

Christian won a three way to get the shot and has pinned Del Rio twice in
the last few weeks. Alberto makes Lillian do his intro in Spanish in a
nice touch. Christian quickly sends Del Rio out to the floor but misses a
baseball slide. Back in and Del Rio escapes a top rope rana attempt and
hits an enziguri to send Christian into the Tree of Woe. Alberto fires
off kicks to the chest and a running one somewhere near the shoulder.

Del Rio sends the shoulder into the barricade, meaning he has his
psychology boots on tonight. Alberto sends Christian crashing down to the
mat and hits a dropkick to the shoulder. King: “That’ll shake your
maracas.” A top rope stomp to the shoulder gets two but Christian avoids
a running crotch attack in the ropes to send the champion to the floor.
Christian hits a BIG dive off the top to take Del Rio down again and
Christian pounds away back inside.

Del Rio misses a top rope enziguri and takes a high cross body for two.



Alberto begs for a breather but suckers Christian in for a headbutt to
the ribs. Christian flips out of a belly to back but can’t hit the
Killswitch. The sunset flip out of the corner is countered into the
Backstabber (the knees clearly slid off to the side and never hit the
back) for two. A rollup gets two for Christian but he gets caught by the
corner enziguri for another near fall. This is MUCH better than I was
expecting coming in.

The sunset flip out of the corner is blocked by Alberto but Christian
hits a running enziguri of his own. A top rope hurricanrana gets a VERY
close two for the challenger as the fans are way into these near falls.
The spear is countered by a fast dropkick for two for the champion and
the low superkick gets the same. Del Rio lowers his knee pad but another
shot to the head is countered into a rollup for two. There’s the spear
but Christian’s arm gives out (THANK YOU! Edge did the same spot in 2001
but pinned Lance Storm like it was nothing). Del Rio grabs the armbreaker
out of nowhere and Christian TAPS at 12:34.

Rating: B+. I REALLY liked this match but the 50/50 booking is so stupid.
Christian beat Del Rio twice clean in a few weeks but now Del Rio gets a
win so we’re supposed to be impressed? It doesn’t work that way no matter
what WWE thinks. Enough of the bad stuff though as this was a great match
with both guys looking awesome out there. The crowd was totally into it
and the ending was a surprise. Really good stuff here.

Post match Del Rio says he represents the Latinos and that he’s the world
champion. This was a tease of a cash in but nothing happened.

Axxess stuff, including Maria Menunos in a Divas tag match.

Miz (the host of this show, in his first appearance here tonight an hour
in) is in the back with Menunos. Not much is said until Fandango and
Summer Rae pop in. A dance off begins and that’s about it.

Brie Bella vs. Natalya

This is the Total Divas match with Nikki, Eva Marie and the Funkadactyls
in the corner. Feeling out process until we get to the catfight stuff,
culminating in Brie having to bail from a Sharpshooter attempt. Eva and



Nikki pull the ring skirt down to send Natalya to the floor, allowing
Brie to take over. The fans chant for JBL and then Lawler as they
completely turn on the match. Brie cranks on Nattie’s arm as the fans
want tables.

After a faceplant it’s right back to the hold as this match is dragging
three minutes in. Natalya makes a quick comeback and puts on the
Sharpshooter but Brie kicks away and no sells the pain. The girls get in
a brawl on the floor and we’re in the third use of the SAME hold. Someone
get Fit Finlay back in this company immediately. The fans are chanting
for Ryder as Natayla hits an Alabama Slam and the Sharpshooter gets the
tap out from Brie at 5:20.

Rating: F. This was HORRIBLE with both girls looking bad. The Divas are
horrid right now other than AJ and occasionally Layla but these reality
“stars” are getting TV time because people like to see them argue and be
insecure. Natalya is good in the ring but she can’t work a miracle with a
model out there. Horrid match and they need to win the crowd back
immediately.

Ryback torments a guy at catering over a bowl of soup. I’m sure the
leather vest isn’t inspired by Bully Ray whatsoever. “Feed me moron.”

We recap Punk vs. Lesnar which is really about Punk vs. Heyman. Punk
turned face around Payback and asked Heyman not to accompany him to
ringside anymore. Soon after that Lesnar returned and attacked Punk.
Heyman swore that he had nothing to do with it but he turned on Punk at
MITB, costing Punk the briefcase. Punk swore revenge on both of them,
starting with Lesnar tonight. This is a money feud for multiple reasons,
but the biggest being that’s based on HATRED. Punk is furious at Heyman
and wants his revenge. His method of getting it? In a professional
wrestling match of course. So simple yet so effective.

CM Punk vs. Brock Lesnar

The tagline for this match is perfect: the Best vs. the Beast. It’s also
No DQ. I always forget how scary of a man Brock Lesnar is until he comes
to the ring. Lesnar immediately drives him into the corner and no sells
forearms to the head. Brock LAUNCHES him into the other corner and stomps



Punk down before no selling knees to the ribs. Punk is thrown around
again and rammed into another corner with raw power.

Lesnar brags a bit too much and Punk gets in a kick to the head and a
pair of knees to the face to send Brock to the floor. The suicide dive
takes Lesnar down and the fans go NUTS. Punk loads up the steps but Brock
rams into them to knock Punk down. Brock fires off knees to the ribs but
Punk posts him for a breather. A top rope dive puts Brock down again as
Punk is giving this all he has. Punk dives off the announce table with a
clothesline and Brock is in trouble.

CM makes the mistake of going after Heyman though and Brock gets in a
shot to take over. Brock tosses Punk over the announce table in an
amazing throw for an even better crash. Since he threw Punk over the
table once, Lesnar has to throw him over the other side for good measure.
An over head belly to belly sends Punk down onto the concrete and Punk is
barely moving. Back in and Brock drives Punk into the corner with
shoulders and puts on a bearhug.

Punk gets in some forearms to escape but a knee to the ribs puts him
right back down. Back to the bearhug and we get a shot of the evil look
on Heyman’s face. Punk comes back again with shots to the head but his
high cross body is caught in a fallaway slam. A backbreaker sets up a
suplex for three straight near falls. Off to a chinlock but Punk BITES
THE EAR to get some separation. More shots to the head stagger Brock and
a top rope knee to the chest knocks him into the corner.

Two more running knees to the corner have Brock reeling but Brock catches
the third in a fireman’s carry. Punk drops behind Lesnar and hits a high
kick, setting up the Macho Elbow (didn’t look good) for two. The GTS and
F5 are countered into another high kick but the GTS is countered into the
kimura. Punk spins out and hooks a cross armbreaker (GIMMICK
INFRINGEMENT) and then a triangle choke of all things.

Brock raises his hand but powerbombs Punk down….but the hold isn’t
broken! The hand is still in the air but Brock lifts Punk into the air.
Punk fires off elbows to the head, only to be caught in a running
powerbomb to kill Punk dead. Lesnar can’t follow up though and both guys



are down. A delayed cover gets two on Punk as Heyman is having a heart
attack. Lesnar hits Three Amigos of all things for two before very slowly
grabbing a chair. Punk gets up and dives onto Lesnar but he mostly hit
chair.

Now it’s Punk with the chair and a few shots send Brock back inside.
Lesnar gets the chair away but Punk goes low to stop Brock’s chair shot.
Punk takes the chair up top and drops an elbow (kind of) onto Brock for a
closer two. More chair shots to the back have Lesnar screaming in pain
but Heyman takes the chair from Punk’s hands. Lesnar is up AGAIN but Punk
grabs Heyman’s tie to escape the F5.

The GTS connects but Heyman comes in to break up the pin. Punk gets a big
smile on his face as there’s no Brock to save Heyman, but the case winds
up in the F5, which Punk counters into a faceplant for a VERY close two.
The Anaconda Vice goes on but Heyman tries to come in with a chair, only
to have Punk stand on the chair to block it.

Heyman slaps at Punk’s leg in a funny bit but gets caught by the neck. A
right hand puts Heyman down and now he’s in the Vice but Lesnar is back
up. He crushes Punk with the chair and hits him even harder the second
time. A third shot knocks Punk silly and the F5 onto the chair ends this
at 25:20.

Rating: A+. The storytelling and psychology alone made this a great
match. I loved the idea that Punk kept taking the weapons away from
Lesnar but once Brock got in the first chair shot the match was over.
Punk showed he was smarter leading up to the match but his hatred for
Heyman cost him in the end when he went on emotion instead of
intelligence.

The action in this was incredible as well as it felt like a fight instead
of a match, which is the right idea. If nothing else, this shows how bad
of an idea the HHH feud was. Punk and Cena have both blown away all of
the HHH matches with Lesnar by miles and miles, but we got a year of HHH
and a month each of the other guys so far. Such is life in the WWE.
Outstanding match here though.

We get a clip from Axxess where a fan took a splash from Mark Henry for



three tickets to Summerslam.

Kaitlyn/Dolph Ziggler vs. AJ Lee/Big E. Langston

This is just a combination of two feuds which is a fine way to get both
of them on the card. The guys start with Ziggler getting caught in a
belly to belly suplex and a spinning splash of all things from Langston.
Off to an abdominal stretch before AJ gets in a slap to Langston. Dolph
comes back with a quick dropkick and it’s off to the girls. Kaitlyn
throws AJ around with ease but gets caught with a wicked spinwheel kick
to the face. A few neckbreakers put Kaitlyn down and AJ skips around.

Off to a sleeper which doesn’t last long as it’s back to the guys.
Ziggler speeds things up and splashes Big E. in the corner. Ten straight
elbow drops to set up the jumping elbow get a two count. Langston makes a
quick comeback but gets sent shoulder first into the post. AJ grabs
Dolph’s leg but Kaitlyn spears her down as Langston runs Dolph over for
two. The Big Ending is escaped into the Zig Zag for the pin at 6:48.

Rating: C-. This was fine but it was in the death spot on the card
between the two main events. It came off well enough though and the crowd
was into it at times. It was a WAY better idea than putting the Total
Divas match here which I thought they were going to do. Nothing great but
it did its job just fine.

Fandango and Summer Rae cut off Miz again so he lays Fandango out.

Some low level celebrities are here.

The expert panel make their predictions on the main event. Bryan is the
favorite.

We recap the main event. Daniel Bryan is on the roll of a lifetime and
Cena selected him for the title shot tonight. The idea is simple: Bryan
says Cena isn’t a wrestler, Cena says he’s proven everyone that has said
that wrong. However there’s a wildcard in all this: HHH, who is the guest
referee and will likely be joining Vince to hijack the match because
their storyline is SO much more important than anything else.

Raw World Title: Daniel Bryan vs. John Cena



The fans are almost unanimously behind Bryan here. Cena has a very bad
elbow injury coming in and has been out of action for a few weeks.
Feeling out process to start with Cena taking him to the mat via a
headlock. Bryan easily gets back to his feet and tries a test of strength
of all things with Cena taking him down to the mat. He can’t break
Bryan’s bridge though and Bryan monkey flips him down. The YES Lock
doesn’t work as Cena bails to the floor.

Back in and Cena tries a left arm (the bad arm) headlock but Bryan takes
him down again. The double knee stomp surfboard doesn’t work as Cena
kicks Bryan away. Daniel goes to the apron and is knocked HARD into the
announce table. Cena follows him to the floor but gets whipped into the
steps. Bryan tries a suplex off the steps in a spot I’ve never seen
before but Cena counters into one of his own to put both guys down. Fans:
“YOU STILL SUCK!”

Cena wisely turns it into a brawl and punches Bryan down before hitting a
Batista Bomb of all things. We hit the chinlock and HHH hasn’t been a
factor yet. Bryan comes back with forearms to the head and kicks to the
chest in the corner but HHH yells at him. Lawler: “Don’t gloat goat!”
Bryan hits the running clothesline but misses the hard kick to the head.
Cena tries his finishing sequence but Bryan kicks him in the head to
block the Shuffle. Bryan can’t hook a submission hold and gets caught in
the ProtoBomb followed by the Shuffle for no cover.

Bryan flips out of the AA and catches a charging Cena in the chin with a
boot. The missile dropkick connects for two and Bryan fires off the kicks
to the chest. Now Bryan goes after the bad arm before slapping on the STF
of all things. Cena is about to get to the ropes so Bryan pulls him back
and hits two German suplexes for two each. Bryan counters the AA into the
YES Lock and Cena is in big trouble. Cena counters by getting his head
free (wrestling you say?) but gets pulled down into a guillotine choke.

John FINALLY powers out of it but can barely follow up. Bryan charges
right at Cena but gets caught in the AA for a close two. That came out of
nowhere and had the fans inhaling in unison. Cena goes up but has to
knock Bryan down twice before getting caught by a running dropkick. Now
Bryan gets up top and superplexes Cena down but stays on top in a cool



power move. He sits up onto the top for the Swan Dive but Cena is up at
two. John rolls to the floor and blocks the FLYING GOAT with a forearm to
the head.

This time the top rope Fameasser connects for two and Cena is getting
frustrated. Cena tries the middle rope AA but Bryan fires off about 25
elbows to the head to break it up. Bryan can’t hit a top rope rana so
Cena loads up what looks like a Styles Clash but jumps down and drops
Bryan o his head in a SCARY looking botch. Bryan looks ok though and Cena
rolls into the STF. Bryan rolls over to his side but the hold is still
on, basically making it a chinlock with a body scissors.

Daniel rolls out and hooks the YES Lock in the middle of the ring. Cena
crawls over (with his arm slapping the mat in what could have been a tap
if you stretched a bit) and FINALLY makes a rope. Bryan hits the running
dropkick in the corner and makes it a pair for good measure. Cena comes
back with a MASSIVE clothesline but he can’t follow up. They slug it out
and both hit shoulders at the same time for another double layout.

Now they slap each other out in the middle of the ring and it’s Bryan
taking over and moonsaulting out of the corner, but Cena nearly catches
him in mid air. He tries a spinebuster but Bryan counters into a DDT and
a lot of checking on each other. Bryan tries a high cross (popular move
tonight) but Cena catches him in mid air. Bryan counters into the small
package they’ve been building up for weeks but it’s only good for two in
a GREAT false finish. The big kick to Cena’s head puts the champion down
again and a Shining Freaking Wizard GETS THE PIN AND THE TITLE AT 26:58!

Rating: A+. WHAT A BRILLIANT FINISH! They totally fooled us all by having
the standard WWE formula playing out but Bryan wins it out of nowhere
with a knee to the head. Brilliant move there after a great match to
boot. What more can you ask for in the main event of the second biggest
show of the year? Excellent stuff and HHH did absolutely nothing at all.

Post match Cena grabs Bryan and turns him around but they shake hands.
Cena leaves with no incident and Bryan celebrates but HERE’S ORTON! Bryan
is looking at him though and says bring it on. Orton is standing at
ringside and turns around. Bryan celebrates and HHH spins him around and



Pedigrees him. Orton comes in and hands HHH the case. You know what’s
coming.

Raw World Title: Randy Orton vs. Daniel Bryan

Seven seconds and Orton wins.

Everyone is shocked to end the show.

Overall Rating: A-. There are definitely some bad spots on here but the
main events more than make this a great show. The WWE has been on fire
for the last few months and this was no exception with some great matches
on top of the card and the midcard having some nice surprises with the
Smackdown Title match being much better than I was expecting. The ending
was what a lot of people were expecting, because screw making a new star
since it’s all about the McMahons. Excellent show though and well worth
checking out.

Results

Bray Wyatt b. Kane – Sister Abigail

Cody Rhodes b. Damien Sandow – Cross Rhodes

Alberto Del Rio b. Christian – Cross Armbreaker

Natalya b. Brie Bella – Sharpshooter

Brock Lesnar b. CM Punk – F5 onto a chair

Dolph Ziggler/Kaitlyn b. AJ Lee/Big E. Langston – Zig Zag to Langston

Daniel Bryan b. John Cena – Shining Wizard

Randy Orton b. Daniel Bryan – Pin after a Pedigree from HHH

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for



just $4 at:

Summerslam 2013 Preview
This  show feels like it could be big which is rare for
Summerslam anymore. Starting on the pre-show, Shield causes
the DQ, triggering Show and Henry to come in to make it a tag
match, perhaps for the titles.  Shield leaves with all the
gold either way.

As for the main stuff we’ll start with the obvious: Bryan wins
the title.  There is zero reason to not put it on him other
than to advance the HHH vs. Vince story.  If they go that way,
fans are going to be MAD.  Cena is taking time off for his
elbow soon so there is no reason for him to walk out with the
title.  Bryan wins by countering the AA into a small package
for the title.

My biggest worry is that this turns into an Attitude Era style
brawl with HHH in there, but if that’s what they have to do
for Cena’s injury so be it.  HHH flat out does not need to be
there otherwise and this match doesn’t deserve to be a stop on
the road to HHH vs. Vince at Wrestlemania.  Unfortunately
that’s what it’s likely to be and we’ll have to spend a few
months hearing about the screwjob that cost Bryan the title,
because that’s what fans want to see.

Now for the big question: will there be a cash in by Orton. 
All signs point to yes, but I think they’ll pull the trigger
on something brilliant: have Bryan retain the title.  Can you
imagine how big a deal Bryan will be if he beats Cena and
Orton  in  the  same  night?   The  Attitude  Era  version  gave
Jericho something to talk about for twelve years.  I doubt it

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/08/17/summerslam-2013-preview/


happens due to me being terrible at stuff like that, but it’s
almost too obvious that Orton cashes in and wins the title.

Brock vs. Punk is the real wildcard on this show.  I could
easily see this going either way but I can’t pick which one. 
You have Punk needing a big win to get momentum back but you
need  Brock  to  win  so  he  doesn’t  start  looking  like  some
monster who can’t finish the job.  I’ll take Punk but there
will definitely be a rematch.

Del  Rio  retains.   It’s  WWE  101:  the  challenger  dominates
leading up to the match and beats the champion multiple times,
the champion retains at the PPV and WWE doesn’t understand why
no one is impressed.

Sandow  over  Cody,  though  it  doesn’t  help  him  as  there’s
nothing to Cody after all the damage to his character over the
last year.

Bray Wyatt beats Kane.  The question here isn’t who wins, but
what creepy thing does Bray do.  I’ve heard ideas ranging from
he controls the fire and Kane sees it as a miracle and follows
Wyatt to Bray lights himself on fire because it’s fun to Rowan
jumps through the flames to save his master.  Either way it’s
a good start for Bray, but they should keep his wrestling to a
minimum.  If he wrestles all the time he’ll become watered
down.  Save him for important stuff and let his monsters do
the work for him.

Langston and AJ beat Kaitlyn and Ziggler.  Dolph has cooled
WAY off lately as this feud has been all about AJ.

Brie beats Natalya.  Is it Brie or Nikki wrestling?  If you
think  I  actually  care  about  the  answer,  you  get  extra
homework.

 

Overall Summerslam looks good but it’s a two match show. 



That’s definitely not a bad thing though as those two matches
are both huge.  The show should be fun and the Ring of Fire
has potential to be a nice boost.  They might add another
match to the card to flesh it out a bit, but overall it should
be good.  Just don’t expect much outside of the main events.

Thoughts/predictions?

Summerslam Count-Up – 2011: A
Screwy  Ending  Isn’t  A  Bad
Thing
Summerslam 2011
Date: August 14, 2011
Location: Staples Center, Los Angeles, California
Attendance: 17.404
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Booker T

This year has been all about the rise of CM Punk. In June he sat on the
stage and ripped into John Cena and the WWE in general, leading up to the
world title match at Money in the Bank in Chicago. Punk won the title in
a masterpiece and then left the company as champion. Cena won the title
from Rey Mysterio on Raw, but Punk came back with his title. Tonight it’s
champion vs. champion for the undisputed title. Oh and Christian vs.
Orton in the blowoff to the underrated feud of the year. Let’s get to it.

Adam Jones, some guitarist from Tool, plays the Star Spangled Banner. WE
WANT MAN MOUNTAIN ROCK!

The opening video is about how Summerslam being where dreams are made. We
shift to a shot of dominoes falling over. Punk talks about being the
first domino being knocked over and starting a revolution. HHH is guest
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referee tonight because what would a major match be without him?

The theme song this year is Bright Lights Bigger City by Cee Lo Green. I
usually don’t care for him but it fits the show well.

The Miz/Alberto Del Rio/R-Truth vs. Kofi Kingston/John Morrison/Rey
Mysterio

Cole IMMEDIATELY freaks out over Miz being on Summerslam. Miz keeps
talking about how awesome he is until Truth cuts him off. This was when
Truth was insane so he complains about things that start with the letter
S, like spiders, Summerslam, Cee Loo Green and Conspiracy. Del Rio is the
Raw MITB winner. The fans are WAY into Del Rio here for some reason.
Mysterio gets a title shot at Punk or Cena tomorrow on Raw. Miz and Kofi
get things going and the fans are actually behind Miz as well. Kofi hits
a nice monkey flip followed by a dropkick before bringing in Morrison.

A double clothesline puts Miz down and the good guys do stereo nipups in
a nice visual. Off to Truth who is tackled by Morrison but comes back
with right hands to the face. Truth sends Morrison to the floor as the
announcers talk about wigs. Thankfully Booker is there to get us back to
the action by shouting BACK TO THE ACTION! Miz comes in with a kick to
the head and puts on a chinlock, only to have Morrison kick him in the
head to escape.

Kofi comes flying in off the hot tag and cleans house with his barrage of
high flying offense including a cross body to Miz for two. The Boom Drop
gets two and everything breaks down. Kofi gets two off the SOS but Del
Rio breaks up the pin. Miz hits a kind of Diamond Cutter face plant for
two and it’s Kofi in trouble from the boots of R-Truth. Del Rio comes in
with a belly to back suplex and mocks Kofi’s Trouble in Paradise hand
slap.

Kofi kicks him away but Miz breaks up a hot tag bid. Cole lists off Miz’s
high school accomplishments as Kofi flips out of a sunset flip and stomps
on Miz’s ribs to put him down. Hot tag brings in Rey to face Truth who
does his usual backflip/splits sequence, only to have Rey kick him in the
head. Del Rio breaks up a double 619 so only Truth takes the kick. Kofi
dives on Miz and Rey hits a top rope splash on Truth for the pin.



Rating: B-. Take six guys, give them ten minutes and let them have fun.
It’s an idea as old as time and it’s still used to this day because it
still works. The good guys can fire up any crowd with their high spots
and the fans were into the match as a result. As mentioned earlier,
Summerslam is great at having good openers and this was no exception.

Johnny Ace wants an apology from Punk over a kick to the head on Monday.
Punk gives an over the top apology and Ace walks away. Punk turns around
to see Stephanie who wishes him good luck. He makes fun of Vince and she
wishes both Cena and Punk good luck. “But I’m just Vince’s clueless
daughter right?” Punk: “Yeah pretty much.” She offers him a handshake but
he knows where it’s been.

We recap Sheamus vs. Mark Henry. Henry is just starting the Hall of Pain
run and has been destroying everyone in sight and breaking a lot of
limbs. He stood tall in the ring until Sheamus came out and said three
simple words: I’ll fight him. It turned Sheamus face and made him very
popular due to the simple idea of standing up to a bully. THIS is how you
book Sheamus: have him in there against some monster and taking a good
fight to him, not slumming it with Damien Sandow and winning each match
with ease.

Mark Henry vs. Sheamus

Henry takes him down with a clothesline to start but Sheamus comes right
back with right hands. The pale one pounds away and actually knocks Henry
down to his knees, only to be thrown to the floor. Henry EASILY throws
Sheamus through the ropes and hits a splash for two. A running crotch
attack crushes Sheamus’ neck but he’s in the ropes before the count
starts.

A backbreaker puts Sheamus down and it’s off to an Argentinean
backbreaker to complete the set. Sheamus powers out, only to be sent
chest first into the corner. Henry misses a Vader Bomb though and Sheamus
has a breather. A series of ax handles to the chest and head put Henry
down followed by the forearms in the ropes. They clothesline each other
down and we get a breather.

Back up and Mark runs into a boot in the corner, allowing Sheamus to go



up for the top rope shoulder, good for two. The Brogue Kick misses though
and a clothesline puts Sheamus down. Sheamus slips out of the World’s
Strongest Slam and there’s the Brogue Kick to knock Henry to the outside.
Sheamus follows him to the floor but Henry drives him into the post and
through the barricade in a great crash, allowing Mark to beat the count
for a countout win.

Rating: C+. This was another simple formula: take two big power brawlers
and let them beat the tar out of each other for nearly the minutes. It’s
also a smart ending as Sheamus gets to stay strong but Henry gets another
win. Sheamus would get a countout win I believe at the next PPV so it
evened out. Good, fun brawl here.

World Heavyweight Champion Christian says his match with Orton will be an
epic summer blockbuster. He’ll be like Harry Potter, making magic at
every turn. Orton will be like Cowboys and Aliens: a flashy flop. That
movie was good though.

Trailer for Killer Elite which is probably sponsoring the show or
something.

Here’s Cee Lo Green for the mini concert. He looks like he’s in big
sparkly pajamas but the song isn’t bad so I’m not complaining much. The
fans aren’t moving at all for this but the vocals are pretty bad so I can
barely hear a word he’s saying. Now he throws in his bigger hit Forget
You, complete with Divas in red dancing behind him.

Now here’s a Slim Jim ad. I’m sure the fans are LOVING this stuff.

Now a 7-11 commercial. My goodness get to something else.

Divas Title: Kelly Kelly vs. Beth Phoenix

I could go for a Slurpee. Back to 7-11 it is! Kelly is defending. Beth
and Natalya are the Divas of Doom here and don’t like the Barbies like
Eve and Kelly. Kelly and those AWESOME little shorts of hers go after
Beth and we get the screaming headscissors. Beth is knocked off the apron
and Kelly dives off the middle rope to knock her to the floor. Back in
and Kelly flips out of the corner and Beth clotheslines her down.



Kelly gets dropped throat first on the top rope for two Eve plays
cheerleader. This is a lot of standing around with Beth glaring down at
Kelly before hitting a running Umaga shot in the corner. We hit the
chinlock followed by the second over the shoulder backbreaker of the
night. Kelly finally slips out and hits a quick neckbreaker to put both
of them down.

Beth sends her into the Tree of Woe for no follow up before getting two
off a side slam. Kelly gets in a knee to the face and goes nuts on Beth,
only to have the handspring elbow countered. The Glam Slam is countered
into a victory roll for the pin, just like every time Kelly beat Phoenix.

Rating: D+. All things considered, this was something resembling a
miracle. The match was nothing of note but Kelly actually didn’t
embarrass herself out there. She got WAY better over the years, but at
the end of the day she was out there because of how good she looked in
those tiny shorts. It also says a lot that less than two years later only
Natalya is left from this match.

Stephanie leaves Cena’s locker room for some reason.

Truth and….Jimmy Hart of all people talk about a c-o-n-spiarcy. Jimmy
offers to manage him and Truth seems interested before he realizes that
Hart is…..LITTLE JIMMY! Truth looks over to see Ron Artest (Metta World
Peace) and his daughter in a worthless cameo.

BUY TWIX!

Wade Barrett vs. Daniel Bryan

I like Barret’s End of Days theme a lot better than the God Save the
Queen one now. This is MITB fallout as Bryan knocked Barrett off to win
the case. Bryan has some slow music which isn’t all that bad, but soon he
would go to Flight of the Valkyries which works far better for him. Bryan
is rocking the white trunks with red trim here which are pretty awesome.
Feeling out process to start with Barrett punching Bryan down to stop the
wrestling part of the match.

Daniel takes it to the mat and spins out of a wristlock before



dropkicking Wade down. Cole says Barrett is a submission master as Bryan
does the AJ Styles drop down into a dropkick, right down to the same
overblown drop down. Back up and Bryan hooks a dragon screw leg whip and
a running dropkick in the corner for two. Another kick to the chest gets
two and Bryan backflips over Barrett, only to charge into the Winds of
Change for two. A slingshot belly to back backbreaker gets two for Wade
and we hit a reverse chinlock.

Back up and Bryan hits a running clothesline but Wade comes back with a
big running forearm to the face. Wade puts Bryan in the ropes and kicks
him out to the floor before hooking a chinlock. The hold doesn’t last
long again but Bryan ducks a boot and crotches Barrett on the top. A
dropkick puts him on the floor and there’s the flying knee off the apron.
Back in again and the missile dropkick gets a close two for the American.

Bryan escapes a pumphandle slam and fires off more kicks to the chest for
two. Wade ducks a clothesline and hits a big boot to the face for two but
Wasteland is countered into the guillotine choke. Barrett goes down and
there’s the LeBell Lock but Wade gets into the ropes for the break.
Daniel loads up a superplex but Barrett crotches him on the top rope. A
middle rope clothesline takes Bryan off the ropes and Wasteland is good
for the 100% clean pin.

Rating: B+. I REALLY liked this for one reason: it was a good wrestling
match. It’s a basic story of one guy wanting revenge for a loss in a big
match, it had a good story in the ring with a striker against a technical
guy and the action was good. Wade Barrett is a guy who can go in the ring
but he’s the ultimate jobber to the stars and I have no idea why when he
can do this.

We recap Randy Orton vs. Christian. Christian won the title at Extreme
Rules but Orton came over to Smackdown to replace Edge as the top guy.
Orton won the title on his first night on the show, ending Christian’s
title reign in less than a week. Christian wanted one more match, turning
heel in the process.

Orton beat him again, but Christian some how got one more match and if
Orton got disqualified, he would lose the title. For once, that actually



worked and Christian won the title. Tonight, it’s the final match with no
holds barred. These matches kept getting better and better and if Punk
vs. Cena hadn’t happened it would have run away with feud of the year.

Smackdown World Title: Christian vs. Randy Orton

Before the match, Christian brings out Edge to be in his corner to a HUGE
ovation. After a full entrance, Edge says that he’ll never be cleared to
wrestle again. When he first left, that made him happy because he was
able to pass the torch to Christian. Edge didn’t think it was fair that
Christian had to defend the title five days after a ladder match and
Christian complained too.

Then he complained more and more and more and more. Then he wanted
rematch after rematch and FINALLY he won the title back…..but he did it
by disqualification. Yeah Edge did some bad things, but he did it with
style. He didn’t hide behind lawyers and clipboards. Somewhere along the
line Christian became a parody of himself. Edge didn’t know Christian
would ever be like this, and that’s not good. Edge drops the mic, walks
out, Christian freaks, and here’s Randy.

Remember this is no holds barred. Orton takes him into the corner and
stomps him down before hitting a quick clothesline. Christian rakes the
eyes and gets a quick one count off a middle rope elbow to the face. A
backdrop puts Christian down and Randy stomps away but the champion
chokes away on the ropes. Orton loads up the Elevated DDT but gets
backdropped to the floor. Really back and forth so far.

Orton sends him head first into the barricade and loads up the announce
table. The RKO is blocked and Christian grabs the belt before sprinting
into the crowd. Randy catches up with him and stomps Christian down onto
the concrete before heading back to ringside. Back in and Orton rains
down right hands in the corner. Christian avoids a charge and sends
Orton’s famously bad shoulder into the post to take over. The champion
brings in a kendo stick to choke away before getting two off a back
elbow.

Christian busts out a spinebuster for two and goes to the middle rope,
only to be dropkicked out of the air. The powerslam puts Christian down



again and now Randy gets the kendo stick. Instead of swinging though he
catches Christian’s dropkick into a jackknife cover for two followed by
the Thesz Press. Christian escapes the Elevated DDT into a Killswitch
attempt but Orton counters into the backbreaker for two. The idea of this
feud was that they knew each other so well and they would add another
move to the string of counters every match. It was awesome.

Orton can’t hit the Punt but has to send Christian face first into the
post to avoid getting crotched against the steel. Randy pulls out a pair
of tables and slides one into the ring, only to have Christian drive him
into the apron. Christian sets up the other table on the floor and they
head inside where Orton superplexes him onto (not through as the table
hasn’t been set up yet) the table for two. The table is set up in the
corner but Christian counters the whip into the reverse DDT for no cover.
Instead he loads up the spear but Orton jumps over and tries the RKO,
only to be sent over the top and out to the floor.

Christian goes after him but is sent knees first into the steps to put
him down again. Orton takes forever to set up the steps but gets sent
face first into the steel again. Christian loads up the other announce
table and blasts Orton in the head with the announce table. The champion
tries an RKO through the table but gets caught in the real thing to
destroy the table instead. Back in and Christian hits a quick Killswitch
for two and Christian is furious.

The champion brings in a pair of chairs for the Conchairto but spits on
Orton, causing Randy to move away. Now it’s Randy with the chair,
cracking it over Christian’s back and knocking him off the apron through
the table. Orton throws in some steps and trashcans before catching a
charging Christian in a powerslam through the table in the corner.

Some HARD kendo stick shots to the back have Christian in even more
trouble and the Elevated DDT crushes a trashcan. Christian tries one more
rush but his sunset flip out of the corner is countered into the RKO
(same move that gave Orton the title in the first place) onto the steps
for the pin and the title.

Rating: A-. Much like the Undertaker vs. Edge Cell match a few years



earlier, this was the perfect way to blow off a feud with Orton being the
definitive winner. This feud did a great job of building upon itself with
the extended sequences carrying over from match to match and building a
deep psychology. Great match here and the whole feud is worth checking
out.

Video on Axxess.

We recap Punk vs. Cena. As mentioned, Punk left with the title at Money
in the Bank so there was a tournament held to crown a new champion.
Mysterio won but lost the title to Cena the same night. Punk came out and
held up his own belt, meaning we had two champions. This all happened in
two weeks when it could have went on for months. The entire match is
summed up with one idea: Cena doesn’t know if he can beat Punk. HHH is
the new boss and is the guest referee tonight for no reason anyone not
named HHH can figure out.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. CM Punk

Punk has more or less been turned face by the will of the crowd alone.
Feeling out process to start with Punk grabbing a headlock and SHOUTING
spots into Cena’s ear. Cena easily takes him down to the mat and slaps on
a headlock. That gets him nowhere so Punk gets up and we have a quick
staredown. Cena grabs a single leg and slaps on an armbar followed by a
chinlock. Back up and Punk hits a quick leg lariat before hooking a
chinlock of his own with a bodyscissors.

Cena powers out and hooks a quick fisherman’s suplex before hooking
another chinlock. The fans chant Fruity Pebbles and WE WANT ICE CREAM as
Punk gets up a quick big boot to the jaw. HHH hasn’t been a factor so
far. A few knees to the ribs and a headbutt to the shoulder set up
another bodyscissors from Punk as we’re barely in second gear nearly
eight minutes into the match. Cena escapes again and they fight over a
suplex off the apron. Neither guy can go anywhere so Punk kicks Cena in
the head to knock him outside.

Back in again and Punk cranks on a neck lock but Cena stands up and
suplexes out of it. Cena tries to speed things up but the shoulder block
is caught by a knee to the head for two. The running knee in the corner



misses and now Cena can initiate the finishing sequence, only to have
Punk hit a knee to break up the Shuffle. CM tries a kick but gets caught
in the STF, only to get to the ropes and counter the ProtoBomb into a
downward spiral and a Koji Clutch.

Cena rolls out and puts on the STF but Punk slips in an arm to block most
of the pressure before countering into the Anaconda Vice. Cena rolls out
of THAT and tries the STF again but Punk crawls out before it goes on
full. AWESOME sequence there as the gear has shifted hard. Punk backdrops
him to the floor and hits the suicide dive but he bumps his own head in
the process. HHH starts counting and gets to nine before going to the
floor and throwing both guys back inside.

They slug it out back in the ring but Cena can’t hit the AA. Instead he
busts out a GREAT dropkick and hits the Shuffle. The AA is countered
again into a sunset flip for two followed by the high kick for two more.
Cena escapes the GTS and hits a corner splash (?!?) and a sitout
powerslam (that’s more like it) for two. The top rope Fameasser doesn’t
get to launch as Punk hits the running knee to the head and the bulldog
off the top for two.

Punk loads up another springboard but gets caught in the STF to put him
in real trouble. He finally gets to the rope and pops up for a GTS
attempt, only to be countered into the AA for a close two. The top rope
Fameasser misses again and Punk grabs a quick GTS for two more. HHH still
hasn’t been a major factor other than throwing both guys in. The Macho
Elbow gets two and Cena goes into straight brawling mode but gets caught
by another knee to the chin. GTS #2 connects and the three goes down but
Cena’s foot was on the ropes before two.

Rating: B+. The match is good with that sequence in the middle being a
big highlight but there’s one major problem for this match: it’s the
sequel to Money in the Bank. That’s doomed so many matches over the years
and while it didn’t sink this one, it certainly slowed it down a lot.
Still though, good stuff here and definitely worthy of a major PPV main
event.

Punk takes a victory lap around the ring but won’t shake HHH’s hand. The



Game doesn’t seem too mad about it and raises Punk’s hand as the winner.
HHH leaves, CM Punk poses, and KEVIN NASH comes in through the crowd and
lays out Punk with a Jackknife. Cue Alberto Del Rio, briefcase in hand.

Raw World Title: Alberto Del Rio vs. CM Punk

Kick to the head, Del Rio wins the title to end the show. This would turn
into one of the stupidest and most ridiculous stories ever with Nash
showing a text asking him to lay out Punk but it turned out he sent it to
himself for one more moment in the limelight after a big fan reaction at
the Royal Rumble. The end result of all this: HHH beating Nash and Punk.

Overall Rating: A. This is a GREAT show with some awesome matches and
some great drama at the end. Now to be fair no one knew what the drama
would lead to, but it blew my mind when I watched it at first. The rest
of the show is awesome though with the worst match being the Divas. If
the biggest torture I have to go through all night is looking at Kelly in
those shorts and Eve looking gorgeous all dressed up, so be it. Great
show here and well worth seeing.

Ratings Comparison

Kofi Kingston/John Morrison/Rey Mysterio vs. Alberto Del Rio/The Miz/R-
Truth

Original: B-

Redo: B-

Sheamus vs. Mark Henry

Original: C

Redo: C+

Beth Phoenix vs. Kelly Kelly

Original: C+

Redo: D+



Wade Barrett vs. Daniel Bryan

Original: B

Redo: B+

Randy Orton vs. Christian

Original: B+

Redo: A-

CM Punk vs. John Cena

Original: A+

Redo: B+

CM Punk vs. Alberto Del Rio

Original: N/A

Redo: N/A

Overall Rating

Original: A+

Redo: A

Ok the main event isn’t THAT good. I think we’re firmly at the point
where my ratings are about the same for most matches.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/14/summerslam-2011-that-was-i-need-
a-cigarette/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/14/summerslam-2011-that-was-i-need-a-cigarette/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/14/summerslam-2011-that-was-i-need-a-cigarette/


And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling book as low
as $4 at:

Summerslam  Count-Up  –  2009:
How To End A Feud
Summerslam 2009
Date: August 23, 2009
Location: Staples Center, Los Angeles, California
Attendance: 17,129
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, Todd Grisham, Matt
Striker, Josh Matthews

Not a lot has changed in the last year other than some names have risen
up the card. Jeff Hardy is the Smackdown Champion and is defending
tonight against the on fire CM Punk who is now a heel, bragging about how
great he is due to being straightedge. We also have Orton vs. Cena #875
although only their second match here at Summerslam. It’s a decent
looking card on paper so let’s get to it.

The opening video is set up like a movie theater, but DX takes it over by
making shadow puppets on the screen. Shawn wins by putting up Abraham
Lincoln. They finally break the projector but Shawn says he can fix it.
He turns it into a DX highlight video but breaks the camera one more
time.

Intercontinental Title: Rey Mysterio vs. Dolph Ziggler

Rey is defending after a long but awesome feud with Jericho. Ziggler
pounds him down into the corner before getting two off a powerslam. Dolph
throws him over his shoulders to the top but Rey bounces off with a
moonsault press for two. Out to the floor and a cameraman is taken out

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/08/14/summerslam-count-up-2009-how-to-end-a-feud/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/08/14/summerslam-count-up-2009-how-to-end-a-feud/


via I think a hurricanrana. Back in and Ziggler catches (kind of) a rana
off the top in a buckle bomb for two to take over.

We hit the chinlock before Dolph gets two off a side slam. The jumping
elbow gets two and it’s back to the chinlock. Back up and Rey drop
toeholds him into the corner before, only to have his head taken off by a
clothesline for another near fall. A fireman’s carry gutbuster gets two
and it’s back to the chinlock. Rey fights up again and hits a hard kick
to the head for a near fall of his own. Dolph comes back with a dropkick
to take down a flying Mysterio for two more as these covers are getting
very hot.

Back up and Rey tries to roll up Ziggler’s body into a sunset flip but
Ziggler falls onto him for two. A wicked clothesline gets two more for
the challenger but Rey kicks him into 619 position, only to have Ziggler
drop to the floor. Back in and the Fameasser gets two for Dolph but Rey
gets the same off a sunset flip.

Rey hits a kind of tornado DDT for two more and an armdrag sets up the
619 but Ziggler avoids the springboard splash. Ziggler gets a quick near
fall off the miss and the fans are split on who to cheer for. A kick to
Rey’s head sends him to the apron so Ziggler loads up a top rope
gutbuster, only to have Rey counter into a hurricanrana in mid air to
retain the title.

Rating: B+. Excellent opener here with Ziggler being able to go move for
move with one of the best high fliers of all time. It was clear that
Dolph was going to be a big deal and this was a great example of why. Rey
was on fire at this point but he would be derailed by a Wellness
violation a few weeks later, forcing him to drop the title to John
Morrison.

Jack Swagger and MVP are in the back. Swagger says his match with MVP
tonight is a culture clash between the All American American and an ex-
con. MVP is nothing but a stepping stone but MVP says he made some bad
decisions. Tonight he’s teaching Swagger a lesson and the teacher is an
MVP.

Jack Swagger vs. MVP



MVP jumps over Swagger in the corner and hits a quick clothesline for two
to start. Swagger rolls to the floor to avoid the Ballin Elbow, only to
be caught by a suicide dive. Back in and Swagger gets in some shots to
the ribs to take over followed by a forearm to the back. MVP counters
another shot with an elbow to the face, only to get caught in an
abdominal stretch.

A hard clothesline puts MVP down for two and it’s off to a camel clutch.
MVP stands up and breaks the hold with an electric chair for two. This is
really basic stuff and the fans aren’t all that thrilled. Back up and MVP
pops him in the jaw with a right hand, setting up the Ballin Elbow for
two. A big boot in the corner sets up the Playmaker for the pin on
Swagger.

Rating: D. The match wasn’t even that bad but it was very dull. Neither
guy did anything special out there and it was about six minutes of
boring, yet acceptable, wrestling. Swagger would go on to a world title
the following year for reasons no one can quite fathom while MVP would do
nothing of note for the rest of his WWE run.

Luke Perry is here.

Video on celebrities guest hosting Raw. Did we really have to relive this
stupid idea?

Nancy O’Dell from Access Hollywood is here to talk about her ALS charity.
No one cares. At all. She interviews Freddy Prinze Jr., one of the recent
guest hosts. O’Dell sounds like any other celebrity who has never watched
a wrestling show before.

Tag Titles: Chris Jericho/Big Show vs. Cryme Tyme

Jericho and Show (I can’t stand those combined names) are defending and
the belts are unified at this point, meaning the champions have two belts
apiece. Jericho says he and Show are the real celebrities here tonight
and that’s about it. JTG (how is he still employed in 2013? Seriously, I
want an answer to that) starts against Jericho and a nice flip
neckbreaker gets two on Chris. A quick Walls attempt is countered and JTG
hits a middle rope leg lariat for two.



Todd Grisham: “They bring the right kind of flava eh JR?” JR: “Flava?
Like barbecue or cheddar?” Off to Big Show who knocks JTG into the corner
and puts on a hard headlock. JTG gets up a pair of boots in the corner
before bringing in the much bigger Shad Gaspard. Jericho charges in but
gets caught in a gorilla press. The distraction is enough to let Show run
Shad over to take control again. A hard chop in the corner puts Shad down
and it’s back to the Canadian.

Shad gets in a jawbreaker but Jericho is smart enough to knock JTG to the
floor before there’s a hot tag. Show puts on a full nelson but throws
Gaspard down to bring Jericho back in. We hit the chinlock before Shad
fights up and hits a powerslam to put both guys down. The hot tag brings
in JTG but the fans don’t care at all. Everything breaks down and a
clothesline sends Shad and Show to the floor. JTG is put in the Walls but
makes the rope, only to be knocked out by Big Show to retain the titles.

Rating: C-. The match was ok but I don’t think anyone believed the titles
were in jeopardy. Cryme Tyme was a fun team (on occasion) but most of the
time they were jobbers to the stars. Jericho and Big Show at least gave
the tag titles some fresh life for a few months so I can’t complain about
them all that much. The match was standard stuff though.

Punk has a screenplay called the Jeff Hardy Story. In the movie, Jeff
survives and beats Punk tonight in the TLC match. That’s as phony as
everyone here in LA, where the only real person is Punk himself. Punk
goes on a rant against America’s obsession with cool pop culture and says
no one makes movies about him because he doesn’t support the Hollywood
lifestyle. Punk is FEELING IT here.

Kane vs. Great Khali

Here’s a Wrestlemania rematch that no one was asking for. Kane is the
heel here and has attacked Khali’s brother a few times before this. Khali
shoves him into the corner to start and throws Kane out to the floor.
Back in and Khali clotheslines him down but misses a legdrop, allowing
Kane to hit a low dropkick for two. Both guys break up chokeslams and
Khali takes over again.

He pounds Kane on the mat for two and hits a hard chop in the corner.



Khali charges (and I use that word loosely) into a boot in the corner,
allowing Kane to hit the top rope clothesline for two. We hit the
chinlock before Khali makes a slow motion comeback and chops Kane down
for two. Kane pulls Runjin Singh (Khali’s brother) in and the distraction
lets Kane dropkick Khali’s knee. A bad looking DDT is enough for Kane to
get the pin.

Rating: D-. Erg why do they keep doing these battles of the giants when
they know they’re going to suck? Khali was getting so slow at this point
and it was easy to see where the insults about his abilities were coming
from. Kane would float around for most of the next year until he saved
Undertaker and won the world title as a result.

Slash, Robert Patrick and Maria Menunos are here.

We recap DX vs. Legacy. Rhodes and DiBiase had been destroying HHH for
months so he made a call to Shawn. HHH then had to get Shawn out of his
job as a short order cook (don’t ask) and tonight is the big reunion
match against Legacy.

Legacy vs. D-Generation X

DX comes in on a tank, trailing behind a bunch of soldiers on an Army
jeep. Ok points for an AWESOME entrance. HHH starts with DiBiase as Ted
fires off right hands in the corner. They have even less effect than you
would expect so HHH suplexes him down and drops a knee for two. Off to
Cody who walks into the high knee to the face from the Game and slaps
Shawn as a result. Shawn gets the tag to a big pop but gets slapped again
after running the ropes a bit.

Fed up, Shawn tackles Cody down but gets pounded in the face a few more
times. Shawn comes back with a Thesz Press and right hands to another big
reaction. The Band is tuned up but Cody bails to the floor and comes back
in to a headlock. A belly to back suplex puts Shawn down and it’s off to
DiBiase to keep up the punching motif. Ted slams him down to stay on
Shawn’s back but Michaels gets a quick neckbreaker for a breather.

The hot tag brings in HHH to clean part of the house but Cody breaks up a
Pedigree attempt. Everything breaks down and HHH backdrops Michaels over



the top and onto Cody. Ted gets in a cheap shot on HHH to take over,
meaning we’re in for a long one here. Legacy takes over o the Game in the
corner and the double teaming begins. DiBiase hooks a long chinlock, but
HHH keeps fighting to get to Shawn. See how easily that can be done?
Instead of just laying on the mat until it was time for the comeback, HHH
is constantly moving and trying to keep the fans alive. That’s such a
lost art and it’s rather sad.

Anyway HHH suplexes out of the hold but Cody comes in with a DDT to stop
the tag to Michaels. Off to a front facelock and of course this time HHH
lays on the mat after I praised him for one of the few times after the
year 2000. HHH powers out of the hold but DiBiase breaks up another hot
tag. You know HHH isn’t going to stand for that for very long so he
launches Ted over the top and out to the floor and finally makes the tag
to Shawn.

House is really cleaned now with Shawn picking Rhodes apart. The atomic
drop sets up the flying forearm but DiBiase breaks up the nipup attempt.
Everything breaks down and HHH sends DiBiase into the stands as Cody goes
up, only to miss a top rope elbow. Shawn loads up his own elbow but gets
crotched down onto the buckle. He can still block a superplex though and
now the elbow launches, only to hit Cody’s knee. Shouldn’t that hurt the
leg a lot more than Shawn?

There’s no DiBiase to tag so Shawn gets up and puts on a Figure Four,
only to have DiBiase make the save. HHH can’t hit a Pedigree as Cody
takes him down and actually hits Cross Rhodes on Shawn for two. Now a
Pedigree connects on Cody but DiBiase hits Dream Street (cobra clutch
slam) on Shaw. HHH and Ted fight on the floor as both guys are down in
the ring. Both guys get up at the same time and it’s Sweet Chin Music to
knock Cody senseless for the collapsing pin from Shawn.

Rating: B+. Another excellent match here with all four guys working the
tag team formula to perfection. Shawn continues to be able to time a
comeback like no one ever could and HHH was clicking tonight. Legacy
looked great and would actually beat DX in the next month’s match. I was
surprised by how well the rookies looked here and DX actually had to
sweat a bit here. I wouldn’t say they were in jeopardy but it wasn’t an



easy win by any stretch.

ECW Title: Christian vs. William Regal

Christian is defending. Remember Matt Hardy vs. Mark Henry going 32
seconds last week? This is a quarter of that as Christian grabs the
Killswitch as Regal is taking his robe off for the pin to retain.

Post match Regal’s heavies Vladimir Kozlov and Ezekiel Jackson lay out
Christian so Regal can put on the Regal Stretch.

Video on the Summerslam festivities in Los Angeles.

We recap Orton vs. Cena. Orton has dominated the year and Cena is the
latest guy to try to take the title. Not much here but do these two
really need a backstory?

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. Randy Orton

Orton is defending. Cena takes him down with a front facelock but Orton
counters into a hammerlock. Randy takes him into the corner and kicks at
the ribs a bit, cuing a Cena comeback with rights and lefts. Orton comes
back with an elbow to the face and his VERY slow stomping. This is the
main criticism of Orton around this time: he wrestled in slow motion and
it makes for very dull matches. The big knee drop to the chest gets two.

Cena comes back with some right hands but walks into the backbreaker for
two. We hit the chinlock and the dueling chants begin. Cena finally
powers up and initiates his finishing sequence. The Shuffle connects but
Orton escapes the FU into the powerslam (NOT A SCOOP SLAM COLE, YOU
STUPID STUPID MAN!) for two. Orton misses a knee drop but Cena’s shoulder
block only hits air, sending him out to the floor. The Elevated DDT is
good for two as Orton keeps things slow.

Cena gets in another shot and pops up top for the Fameasser, good for
two. Orton grabs the ropes to block the FU and a double clothesline puts
them both down. They slug it out with Cena taking over and speeding
things up, but Orton shoves the referee for the LAME DQ. To be fair
though it was the first fast paced thing he did all match.



Lillian, Rhodes Scholar that she is, calls Cena the new champion before
saying Vince gave her word that the match restarts and if Orton gets DQ’d
again he loses the title. This would be an entirely pointless bit that
stopped the match cold. Back in and Orton takes over before whipping Cena
into the steps. Orton slams him down and goes to get the title and walk
out. We get the same announcement and the match continues again.

Back in and the STF, RKO and FU are all countered and Orton grabs a
rollup with his feet on the ropes for the pin. As you might expect, we’re
STILL not done as a second referee comes out and tells the first what
happened. So on the third restart Cena puts on the STF but a “fan” runs
in for a distraction, stopping things cold again. Cena walks around with
his hands on his hips but Orton comes in and hits an RKO to retain the
title. For real this time.

Rating: D. On top of the INSANE overbooking, the match was really boring
with Orton being his usual slow self. These two would feud forever and
trade the title back and forth. The matches would get better but people
were sick of seeing them fight at the end. This match was a great example
of how overthinking can screw up a match. Brett DiBiase was the fan but
that was never acknowledged on TV and I don’t think it was ever addressed
again.

We recap the main event. This is a pure culture clash with Jeff Hardy
being the free spirit and Punk being the serious straightedge guy who
lives a very strict life. Punk cashed in MITB against Hardy at Extreme
Rules but Jeff won the title back two months later. This gets the music
video treatment with a song featuring lyrics of “I don’t want to be like
you.” Nice touch.

Smackdown World Title: Jeff Hardy vs. CM Punk

TLC match here. They fight over a lockup to start until Punk takes him
into the corner for some knees to the chest. He stomps Hardy down and
throws him to the floor before grabbing the first chair. A shot to the
ribs and back allows Punk to go up but Hardy makes a quick save. Hardy
stomps him down in the corner and hits the slingshot dropkick before
going up. This time it’s Punk making the save but Hardy sends him into



the ladder to put both guys down.

Back up and Hardy loads up Poetry in Motion but Punk drops him onto the
open chair to take over. A series of ladder shots to the back have Hardy
in big trouble. Punk sends him to the floor and hits a suicide dive but
misses a chair shot. Hardy sends him into the post and gets in a chair
shot to the elbow to take over. This is a slower paced match so far which
is usually the best way to go about TLC matches. Now Poetry In Motion
hits against the barricade and Punk is in trouble.

Hardy puts him on a table but Punk moves before Hardy can splash him
through it, sending Hardy down in a big crash. We get another ladder in
the ring as JR calls this a carcinogenic match. Punk goes up but Jeff
literally jumps over him to go after it himself, only to get caught in an
electric chair, only to counter that into a sunset bomb to put both guys
down. The champion goes up first but Punk shoves him onto the corner in a
SCARY landing with Jeff’s leg hitting the rope.

Punk says on him with a superplex onto the ladder in another cringe
inducing landing. Somehow Jeff snaps off a quick Twist of Fate but the
Swanton hits knees. Punk hits the running knee in the corner but the
bulldog is countered by Hardy throwing Punk over the top and through a
table. Jeff starts to climb but Punk is back up to dropkick Hardy off the
ladder. They head outside with Punk’s knees being sent into the steps,
allowing Hardy to go NUTS on Punk with a chair.

Hardy loads up a table next to the ring and this Punk in the head with
part of the announce table and a monitor. A chair shot puts Punk down
again as Hardy is in full control. Jeff sets up the big ladder and hits
an INSANE Swanton Bomb through Punk through the announce table. That
looked NUTS but the crash was great. Both guys are checked on as the
stretcher is brought out. Hardy is taken out but Punk is crawling towards
the ladder. Jeff gets off the stretcher and goes after Punk, only to be
kicked off the ladder in another big crash, giving Punk the title.

Rating: A-. This was an excellent war with a great story being told: Punk
played it safe while Hardy lived for the moment and lost the title as a
result. The Swanton spot looked amazing and it was the last straw for



Hardy as he just couldn’t keep getting up from all these crashes. Awesome
match here and a great bit of storytelling.

Punk stands over Hardy with the title in the air and the lights go off. A
gong strikes and the lights come up with Undertaker in Hardy’s place. He
hits a huge chokeslam on Punk and poses on the stage to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. There’s some bad stuff on here but the good stuff far
outweighs it. Its biggest problem is the Orton vs. Cena match which was
slow and dull leading up to the STUPID ending. The other big matches
delivered though and the opener is excellent. The show is worth watching,
but pop in the Cena vs. Orton match from Breaking Point instead. Good
show here that could have been a classic with a better Raw Title match.

Ratings Comparison

Dolph Ziggler vs. Rey Mysterio

Original: A-

Redo: B+

Jack Swagger vs. MVP

Original: C

Redo: D

Chris Jericho/Big Show vs. Cryme Tyme

Original: D+

Redo: C-

Kane vs. Great Khali

Original: D+

Redo: D-

D-Generation X vs. Legacy



Original: A

Redo: B+

William Regal vs. Christian

Original: N/A

Redo: N/A

John Cena vs. Randy Orton

Original: B-

Redo: D

CM Punk vs. Jeff Hardy

Original: A

Redo: A-

Overall Rating

Original: A-

Redo: B

The Cena vs. Orton match carries or sinks this show depending on how you
look at it.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/12/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2
009-punk-in-another-main-event-3/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling book as low
as $4 at:
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Monday Night Raw – August 12,
2013:  The  HHH  Jokes  Write
Themselves
Monday Night Raw
Date: August 12, 2013
Location: Sleeptrain Arena, Sacramento, California
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the final show before Summerslam and things are finally in focus.
The main story tonight is Punk getting a one on one shot with Heyman. As
Punk said at Chicago Comic Con over the weekend, he’d be stupid to think
Axel or Lesnar won’t get involved. Other than that we have a little bit
of storytelling to go before we get to Sunday so let’s get to it.

No intro this week in a change of pace.

Daniel Bryan vs. Wade Barrett

Brad Maddox is guest referee for no apparent reason. A quick dropkick
puts Barrett down and Daniel goes after the leg. Bryan hooks a quick
dragon screw leg whip before cannonballing down ion the legs a few times.
Barrett is sent to the floor with a baseball slide but Bryan misses the
running knee off the apron and gets caught with a big boot to the face.
Back in and Bryan is knocked to the floor with ease and sent into the
steps.

Back in the sequel sees Barrett have a chinlock quickly broken. Bryan
speeds things up and hits the running clothesline before knocking Barrett
to the floor again. There’s the FLYING GOAT followed by a missile
dropkick. The hard kicks to the chest have Wade in trouble but he ducks a
big one and rolls Bryan up for a fast count at 5:24.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/08/12/monday-night-raw-august-12-2013-the-hhh-jokes-write-themselves/
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Rating: C-. So we built up Bryan for MONTHS, only to have him lose via a
fast count to WADE BARRETT six days before Summerslam? This seems like
more WWE overbooking which continues to drive me crazy. We flat out do
not need this addition to the Cena vs. Bryan match but I’m sure it’ll
wind up being focused on the McMahons because that’s what matters at the
end of the day.

Randy Orton vs. Damien Sandow

Sandow ties his case to the post so Cody, on commentary here, can’t steal
it. Damien grabs a quick headlock to start but gets dropped by an elbow
to the jaw. Orton pounds down right hands in the corner and gets two off
a snap suplex. A clothesline gets the same and we hit the chinlock.
Nothing to see so far here. Damien comes back with a belly to back suplex
but gets dropkicked off the apron as we take a break.

Back with Sandow escaping a superplex but charging into a boot in the
corner. Orton goes back up top and positions himself so Sandow can shoves
him out to the floor. Back in and we hit the chinlock followed by a knee
to Orton’s ribs for two. There’s the Wind-Up Elbow for two more and we’re
back in the chinlock.

Orton finally suplexes out of it and hits his clotheslines but Sandow
avoids the powerslam and hits a running flip neckbreaker for a near fall.
Orton sends him to the apron and hits the Elevated DDT but Sandow bails
from the RKO. Damien sends him into the post for two and Cody goes after
the briefcase, allowing for the RKO to connect for the pin at 13:45.

Rating: D+. STOP PUTTING THEM AGAINST EACH OTHER! My goodness this gets
annoying to sit through as we have to wait for nearly 14 minutes until
Sandow loses like he always does. Then a few months from now we’re
supposed to buy him as a world champion because that’s what MITB does.
The match wasn’t bad but it was just a waiting game until Sandow lost and
there was never any doubt as to that being the finish. That’s why I can’t
stand watching Damien matches: we’re just waiting for him to lose and
there’s no point in watching anything else in the match.

There’s a battle royal for a US Title shot on Sunday.



Shield says they’re awesome and Ambrose will beat the winner of the
battle royal on Sunday. He says he’s the best in the world and Cena just
has a trophy. PLEASE let that be foreshadowing.

Video on Brock vs. Punk, the same one from Smackdown.

Punk says no one is afraid of Paul Heyman but Heyman is doing this for a
reason. Paul hasn’t lost his mind or grown a set because it’s all a big
chess game. The best is the best.

Natalya/Great Khali vs. Big E. Langston/AJ Lee

In an inset interview, Langston says no one has Dolph’s back now other
than Kaitlyn and that’s not enough. The guys start but AJ wants to fight
Khali. She slaps the big man but Natalya comes in to take over. Natalya
drives AJ into the corner but gets rammed face first into the buckle to
stop her cold. AJ hooks a cravate to no effect but a dropkick gets two.
She shouts at Hornswoggle a lot but gets caught in the Sharpshooter as a
result. Natalya starts letting go and AJ taps….but the referee doesn’t
ring the bell. Natalya puts it on again and AJ taps at 3:45.

Rating: D. So horribly botched ending aside, this wasn’t much to see at
all. The Khali/Horny/Natalya joke is done and wasn’t funny in the first
place. I don’t get the point in having AJ tap here other than to set up a
feud with Natalya for the title, even though her feud with Kaitlyn isn’t
done yet.

Post match Langston goes after Horny but gets chopped down by Khali.

Here’s Vince McMahon to talk about what happened with Bryan vs. Barrett.
He calls out Brad and asks him why he appointed himself guest referee.
Brad says Bryan’s matches tend to get out of hands, so the fans would
appreciate a referee capable of keeping things calm. The fast count
wasn’t intentional and Maddox wants to be guest referee for Cena vs.
Bryan at Summerslam. Vince asks if Brad would call it right down the line
and Brad says of course he was. McMahon brings up all of insulting names
you could call Bryan but Brad swears he won’t do it. Brad crosses his
heart that he won’t cheat but here’s HHH to interrupt.



HHH thinks there should be a guest referee on Sunday to keep things calm
and sane. However, it shouldn’t be Brad Maddox. The guest referee should
of course be HHH himself. There’s a Pedigree to Maddox and Vince leaves
before he has to get one himself. What this adds to the main event on
Sunday isn’t clear but I’m sure Vince and HHH can explain it to us.

Video on Kane vs. Bray Wyatt so far.

Kane vs. Titus O’Neil

Kane slugs him down to start and takes Titus into the corner for more
punishment. A side slam puts O’Neil down and the chokeslam is good for
the pin at 1:51. Total squash.

Post match here are the Wyatts but when the lights come back on, Kane is
on the stage. He lights the corners up and Bray drops to his knees and
smiles.

The Bellas look at a clip of Eva Marie (from Total Divas) making fun of
Natalya. They talk about how awesome they are when Natalya comes up. She
challenges Brie to a match at Summerslam and here’s Eva Marie to respond
to an insult. The Funkadactyls come in and we have a six Diva tag on
Sunday. Joy.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Kofi Kingston

Kofi takes over to start and pounds down right hands in the corner for
two. He loads up the spinning cross body out of the corner but Del Rio
knocks him into the Tree of Woe. The reverse superplex is good for two
for Alberto and it’s off to a hard chinlock. Kofi comes back with a
horrible looking dropkick and the Boom Drop but Trouble in Paradise
misses.

Del Rio gets two off a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker but gets caught in the
SOS for two more. Another spin kick misses and Del Rio rolls to the
floor, only to be cradled for two back inside. In an AWESOME counter, Del
Rio catches the springboard cross body in a gutbuster. The cross
armbreaker is good for the submission from Kofi at 6:10.

Rating: C+. This took awhile to get going but it picked WAY up at the



end. Del Rio badly needed this win but at the same time his stock is way
down after the losses last week. At least he beat Kofi, who is now 1-2
after his return from a few weeks ago. I’m sure he’ll be IC Champion in a
few weeks.

Christian looks at a video of his career and says he’ll win on Sunday.

Colter and the Real Americans say they want to see California split off
from America to make the country a better place.

Real Americans vs. Usos

Jey starts with Cesaro and the Usos look like they have taped up feet.
Off to Swagger for a high/low for two on Jey before driving him into the
corner. The Vader Bomb crushes Jey and Cesaro jumps over Jack’s shoulders
for a double stomp, getting two. Jey comes back with some uppercuts but
Swagger gets the tag before a sunset flip can cover Cesaro. Jack takes
him down with a double chicken wing and it’s back to Cesaro.

There’s the standing chinlock but Jey takes him into the corner to break
it up. Double tag brings in Jimmy to face Swagger as everything breaks
down. The Usos hit stereo over the top rope dives to take the Real
Americans out but Cesaro tries to break up the Superfly. The distraction
is broken up and Jey makes a blind tag so he can roll up Swagger for the
pin at 4:55.

Rating: C. Nice match here with the Usos continuing to look awesome. I’m
still not sure why the Usos never got a title shot as they would be good
transitional champions before dropping them to some strong team, ala
Strike Force back in 1988. The match was entertaining though and that’s
all it needed to be.

It’s time for MizTV with Cena and Bryan. Miz brings both guys down and
Cena gets right to the point: he’s the WWE Champion and Bryan wants to
be. Cena respects him and Bryan is going to put up a heck of a fight on
Sunday. Miz tries to stir the pot by saying Cena is implying Bryan loses
Sunday, but Bryan will have none of it. He goes after Cena for saying
Bryan is going to lose and points out the fans booing Cena a lot of the
time. Bryan talks about Cena being more style than substance and not



being in this business for the wrestling.

Bryan says his shirt is a parody of Cena’s because Cena is a parody of
wrestling. He doesn’t want to be a parody though but rather to be WWE
Champion because it means he’s the best in the world. Cena takes off his
shirt and is ready to go but stops himself. Cena says he’s out here for
the same reason Bryan is out here: because they believe in Daniel Bryan.
Bryan wants to be out here and prove that he believes in the fans as much
as they believe in him.

That’s what WWE is about: picking your favorite wrestler and cheering
them all the way to the end. Saying these are just shirts is like saying
the American flag is just a cloth; it’s about what it means. Cena is
loyal to the fans no matter what and he is not a parody. People have come
here before and said Cena needs to go and Five Moves of Doom and all that
jazz. Bryan may not be smart but he’s not deaf. Cena has shown up every
day for the last twelve years and he’s out here every night for the fans
and for the Make-A-Wish kids who say Never Give Up because Cena wears it
on a t-shirt.

He’s proud of what he’s become: a man who has wrestled around the world
for twelve years and has fought the biggest names in wrestling while
holding the WWE Championship. So please think of him as a joke on Sunday
because he’s beaten everyone who has thought of him like that: everyone
from HHH to HBK to Orton to CM Punk to Rock. Bryan says he talks about
those guys like they’re better than he is. Cena says Bryan is on his way
but doesn’t belong there yet. If Bryan wants respect, earn it on Sunday.
Bryan says that sums it up: Cena doesn’t respect him and isn’t treating
him like a serious threat.

This is just another big title match for Cena but this is the biggest
match of Bryan’s life. Bryan talks about a custom he learned in Japan: to
fire someone up for a match they slap the other competitor in the face.
He wishes he could do that to Cena but he can’t because Cena isn’t a
wrestler and doesn’t deserve it. Cena says go ahead and slap him but
slaps Bryan first. He says to slap him….but here’s HHH to kill the
segment dead. Before he says anything, here’s Orton as well to hold up
the case to end it. Great segment, stupid overbooking.



It’s time for a dance off between R-Truth and Fandango. Both guys dance
and Fandango jumps Truth, only to be knocked to the floor where he
pronounces his name. No match.

Heyman is getting ready but is having second thoughts about having the
match.

Battle Royal

Rob Van Dam, Brodus Clay, Tensai, Heath Slater, Drew McIntyre, Jinder
Mahal, Ryback, Titus O’Neil, Jey Uso, Darren Young, Jimmy Uso, Antonio
Cesaro, Justin Gabriel, Kofi Kingston, Great Khali, Jack Swagger, R-
Truth, Wade Barrett, Mark Henry, Fandango

The winner gets a shot at Dean Ambrose and the US Title on Sunday’s
preshow. I can’t tell who all is in there but Ryback throws out Gabriel
and Young before running over Tensai for an elimination. Jimmy Uso is
tossed by the Band as things slow down a lot. The fans chant for Sexual
Chocolate as we have a lot of standing around doing nothing. Kofi nearly
puts Mahal out as the match is dragging a lot. There’s almost nothing
talk about in battle royals given how little happens most of the time.

R-Truth puts on Fandango but he comes back in and dumps R-Truth. Van Dam
throws Fandango out and the ring is still way too full as we take a
break. Back with far fewer people in the ring. The Real Americans put out
Jey Uso before working on Mark Henry. We still have Kofi, Barrett,
Ryback, Titus, RVD, the Real Americans and Henry. Van Dam clotheslines
Titus out and we’re down to seven. Kofi is sent to the apron by Swagger
but uses Cesaro to pull himself back in with a cool spot. Think of it as
skinning the Cesaro. Not that it matters as Jack puts him out immediately
thereafter.

RVD runs over the Real Americans with kick after kick but Ryback hits the
Meat Hook to knock Rob out cold. The Real Americans pick up Henry but he
shoves them away and knocks both guys out to get us to four. Henry picks
up the pace and throws Barrett out. Rob is down but not out in the corner
so the bulls go at it. Henry gets Ryback onto the apron where a kick from
Ryback and a charge from Henry puts him out. Down to two and the fans go
NUTS. Rob is crushed into the corner but comes back with a grea tkick. He



goes up top but gets crotched to the apron, only to low bridge Henry out
to win at 13:27.

Rating: C. This was more entertaining than mots battle royals but it
still wasn’t all that great. Van Dam and Henry were the only real options
in there so it was nice that the two of them were the last guys out
there. Putting Ambrose over Van Dam on Sunday is a good rub for the
champion, which is what Rob should be around for anymore. Nice stuff here
in the real main event.

Post match Henry respects Van Dam….but here comes Shield. They surround
the ring as Henry gets back in. Cue the returning Big Show to make the
save. The camera cuts away from Rollins who clearly mouths “Oh Sh…..”.
Shield bails, presumably setting up a tag match with the big guys vs.
Show/Henry on Sunday.

Here’s Heyman for his fight with Punk. Heyman is in a shirt, vest and
gloves. He’s in pants too if that wasn’t clear. Heyman says Punk’s fans
are calling for their hero. He doesn’t blame Punk for what happened but
rather all of the fans. Punk used to live for Heyman’s blessing but now
he lives for the fans. Heyman admits this is a trap but he had a co-
conspirator. He brings out Brock and shows him a video package of
Lesnar’s history with Punk.

Here’s Heyman’s trap: he’ll fight Punk right here and now but it’s 2-1
instead of one on one. All Punk has to do is play the hero, which is the
stupidest thing he could do. Punk has an option: either play the hero
tonight or disappoint everyone in the arena here tonight. Cue Punk but
instead he comes from behind and blasts Lesnar in the face with a TV
camera. A HARD shot to the back has Lesnar in trouble and Heyman is
panicking.

Punk hits a suicide dive to put Lesnar down before grabbing a chair. Punk
appears to be limping a bit. A series of chair shots puts Lesnar down and
it’s just Punk vs. Paul now. Heyman: “OH MY GOD!” Punk chases Lesnar to
the back but has to stop an invading Curtis Axel. Punk rams him into the
video screen and hits the GTS on the stage before staring down at Lesnar
to end the show.



Overall Rating: C+. This was a back and forth show all night. The earlier
stuff really bored me but later on things picked WAY up as we started
focusing on Sunday. HHH being added to the main event does NOTHING for me
but it’s all about Vince vs. HHH at the end of the day so what are you
supposed to expect? If you cut an hour or so off this show, it’s WAY
better but that’s how WWE works today. Good stuff here, but I could
easily see if different people see it completely differently.

Results

Wade Barrett b. Daniel Bryan – Rollup

Randy Orton b. Damien Sandow – RKO

Great Khali/Natalya b. AJ Lee/Big E. Langston – Sharpshooter to AJ

Kane b. Titus O’Neil – Chokeslam

Usos b. Real Americans – Rollup to Swagger

Rob Van Dam won a battle royal last eliminating Mark Henry

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling book as low
as $4 at:

Cena and Bryan’s Segment On
Raw
Youtube  it.  It’s worth your time.
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Summerslam  Count-Up  –  2007:
Cena  vs.  Orton,  The  Early
Years
Summerslam 2007
Date: August 27, 2007
Location: Continental Airlines Arena, East Rutherford, New Jersey
Attendance: 17,441
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, John Bradshaw
Layfield, Joey Styles, Taz

It’s still an awkward period for the company as there isn’t much going on
and they’re sort of just going through the motions. The big things
tonight are the rise of Randy Orton and the return of HHH to face King
Booker in the Game’s first match since December. Other than that there’s
nothing noteworthy on the show. It’s just such a dull time for the
company and it shows in their major events. Let’s get to it.

The opening video comes off like a long TV show intro. Mysterio is back
tonight and Batista gets another world title shot. The main event is
covered a bit as well and they get ready to throw it to the arena but the
video is hijacked by a $6 Million Man bit about rebuilding HHH. He’s
already hijacking things.

Kane vs. Finlay

Kane has banged up ribs due to a recent attack by Finlay. Apparently
Finlay knocked some coffee onto Kane and didn’t apologize. I’ve heard
worse reasons for a brawl. Kane starts fast and uppercuts Finlay down in
the corner and drops him with a back elbow to the jaw. The ribs are
already bothering the big bald but he pops Finlay in the chin with more
uppercuts. Finlay gets a boot up in the corner but Kane pops him with a
right hand so hard it sends him to the floor.
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Back in and Finlay gets in a shot to the bad ribs to knock Kane to the
outside. A backsplash to the bad ribs is good for two and Finlay puts on
a half crab. This has been very physical so far. Kane finally powers up
and hits an enziguri to escape. A big boot drops Finlay and some
clotheslines in the corner stagger him. Kane hits a one armed side slam
which is a bit of a stretch given the rib injuries. JBL is doing a great
job on commentary here, talking about how a rib injury affects how you
move in the ring.

The top rope clothesline connects but he can’t follow up. Kane misses a
charge in the corner and gets dropped by a clothesline. Cue Hornswoggle
who runs from Kane, allowing the big man to hit a big boot on Finlay.
Horny is thrown back inside but shoved down. Kane tries the chokeslam on
Finlay but the ribs give out, allowing Finlay to hit a DDT for two. In a
classic heel move, Finlay goes to unhook the buckle and uses the
distraction to go for his club but the referee catches him. Horny throws
in another club but Kane kicks out at two. Finlay misses a charge into
the corner and the chokeslam is good for the pin.

Rating: B-. That’s probably high but I was really liking this match. It
was a good choice for an opener with both guys working hard and pounding
on each other with some solid force. The fans were into it too and popped
quite well for almost everything in there. Kane sold the ribs well and
the fans liked his comeback. Nice choice for an opener here.

All the GM’s are in the back at a party when Vince comes in and wants to
know why there are no women here. That’s a good question actually. Vince
says the mother of his illegitimate son will be here tonight. Santino
comes in and suggests he’s the illegitimate son but Regal yells him away.
MVP comes in as well to complain about Teddy Long and issue an open
challenge to Matt Hardy for anything other than a wrestling match. He
leaves and Regal suggests that he himself is the son. Now Regal leaves
and Coach suggests it might be Regal, but Vince apparently doesn’t like
English women.

Rey Mysterio is coming back! Tonight! Why did we need a promo for this?

Intercontinental Title: Mr. Kennedy vs. Carlito vs. Umaga



No real story here other than Umaga is defending and these two are at the
Intercontinental level. Kennedy tries to negotiate and gets punched in
the face by Umaga. Carlito loads up the apple but gets punched as well,
giving the champion complete control so far. The challengers fall out to
the floor and finally start going after Umaga at the same time, though it
has the same result. Carlito gets in a cheap shot from behind to send
Umaga to the floor and Kennedy rams the champion into the steps.

Back in and Carlito gets two off a rollup but gets caught using the
ropes. Everyone in this is either a heel or close enough to call them
one. Carlito hits a springboard back elbow to the jaw for two on Kennedy
but gets caught in a Stroke for no cover. Instead Kennedy goes after
Umaga but gets pulled to the floor instead of getting in a cheap shot.
Umaga hits a middle rope headbutt on Carlito but Kennedy saves Carlito
from a charging Samoan.

Carlito knocks Kennedy to the floor and gets two on the champion before
asking for an alliance with Kennedy. The champion won’t be double
suplexed but easily hits one on the other guys. Umaga is back up first to
clean house and a spinning Rock Bottom gets two on Kennedy. A superkick
puts Carlito in the corner and a running hip attack crushes him again.
Kennedy sends Umaga to the floor and hits a rolling senton on Carlito,
only to have Umaga come back in with the Samoan Spike on Kennedy for the
pin.

Rating: D+. The match wasn’t bad but this could have been on any given
episode of Raw. Umaga was fine for a monster and would soon be slain by
Jeff Hardy. Kennedy was supposed to be in a huge story coming up but a
Wellness violation derailed those plans. As for Carlito…..there’s just
nothing interesting to say about him. He exists and that’s about it.

Undertaker is coming back. Again. Seriously there’s at least a five hour
DVD of just his returns.

We recap Rey Mysterio vs. Chavo Guerrero. This time it’s a more standard
story: Chavo is jealous of Rey’s success and injured Rey’s knee, setting
up this match for revenge. Chavo even dressed up as Rey and wrestled a
match to destroy a jobber’s knee.



Rey Mysterio vs. Chavo Guerrero

For some reason Rey’s torso is covered in silver paint. The fans are all
over Chavo to start as you would expect. The heel goes right after the
knee of course but Rey slips away before the damage can be done. They do
the gymnastics routine out of a test of strength as the fans chant for
Eddie. Rey’s paint is already coming off, making him look really stupid.
Chavo tries to bend the knee around the ropes but is sent to the floor
for a big dive from Mysterio.

Back in and Rey goes up but gets caught in the Tree of Woe which is
similar to what hurt his knee in the first place. Guerrero goes right for
the knee and asks him if he quits. Off to the Brock Lock (Chavo bends the
knee around his neck) but Rey counters into a headscissors. Chavo stays
on him though and hooks another leg lock until Rey FINALLY gets out with
a kick to the head.

He tries for 619 but the leg gives out, allowing Chavo to put on a half
crab. Mysterio finally gets to the ropes but the knee is still too hurt
to follow up. This time it’s Chavo going up but getting pulled down into
the Tree of Woe so Rey can go after the knee. The paint is entirely off
Rey’s chest now, making it look like he’s been fixing up his house.

Rey hits a seated senton off the apron before hitting a hard kick to the
head for two. Chavo catches a springboard moonsault press but gets
countered into a tornado DDT for two. Chavo comes right back with a Gory
Bomb for two followed by two of the Three Amigos. Rey spins out of the
third and takes Chavo into the ropes for the 619 and the springboard
splash for the pin.

Rating: C-. The match was ok but at the end of the day there was no doubt
that Rey was winning at all. It wasn’t boring but I liked last year’s
action more. The story this year was better, but the paint and the
obvious ending didn’t do it any favors. Chavo doesn’t work that well as a
heel whatsoever.

King Booker says he’ll beat HHH tonight. That’s hilarious.

Divas Battle Royal



Beth Phoeix, Torrie Wilson, Victoria, Layla, Brooke, Kelly Kelly, Kristal
Marshall, Michelle McCool, Mickie James, Jillian Hall, Melina, Maria

The winner gets a title shot at Candace Michelle at some point in the
future and you don’t have to go over the top rope. It’s a Divas battle
royal so you know this is going to come down to about three people as
potential winners. It’s a huge brawl to start with Brooke (Miss
Tessmacher) being sent out early. Jillian Hall eliminates Maria and those
great little shorts of hers. Layla, who looks much better with curly
hair, is out and the loud screaming continues.

Kristal actually knocks Victoria out and Michelle puts Kristal out a few
seconds later. Kelly is thrown out and Mickie helps Michelle eliminate
Jillian. Melina dumps Mickie and we’re down to Torrie, Melina, McCool and
Phoenix. Melina screams a lot and takes Torrie down but gets clotheslined
out by Michelle. Torrie and McCool go after Beth but Wilson is quickly
tossed. Beth easily tosses for the win.

Rating: D. There’s just NOTHING to talk about in these things. It’s all
about the girls looking good and while that worked, it doesn’t make for
an interesting eight minutes of “action.” Beth would go on to dominate
the division for several years as the wrestling was phased out in favor
of models who MIGHT wrestle a match here or there. Then they brought in a
second belt for some reason that didn’t work. Less than nothing of value
here, other than looks.

Here’s MVP for his challenge to Matt Hardy as Beth’s music is still
playing. He says no one bought a ticket to see the girls (likely true) so
here’s the US Champion to entertain you. MVP talks about growing up
drinking beer but now he drinks the finer beverages. Tonight though, he’s
lowering himself to challenge Matt to a beer drinking contest. This was
the latest in a LONG series of challenges before these guys actually had
a match. It went on for over six months before Matt actually won the
title at Backlash. They would even win the Smackdown Tag Titles in a few
days.

Anyway Matt comes out for the contest and sounds drunk before the first
can is opened. Matt says MVP isn’t better than anyone and is proud to be



a common man. He knows he can out drink MVP, but tonight he isn’t going
to try. A few weeks back MVP brought in a substitute for a boxing match
against Hardy: former world champion Evander Holyfield.

The fans immediately get what’s going on and here’s Austin to drink for
Matt instead. Gee good thing he was in the building and Matt knew it
would be a beer drinking contest. Cole says this is fair. JBL: “THIS IS
NOT FAIR! EVANDER HOLYFIELD IS JUST EVANDER HOLYFIELD!!! THAT IS FREAKING
STONE COLD!” Austin does warmups before the contest and Stuns MVP before
they drink the first beer. It’s hard to argue with these nostalgia
moments as the fans went NUTS for Austin.

Wrestlemania 24 is in Orlando.

Cryme Tyme comes in to see the GM’s and Vince and suggest they might be
Vince’s son. They start talking about that money money yeah yeah and
since this is WWE, it turns into a dance off with Regal stealing the show
as always. Cue Ron Simmons for the obvious punchline.

ECW Title: CM Punk vs. John Morrison

Morrison is defending, having taken the title from Punk at Vengeance in
what was supposed to be Benoit winning the title. John is freshly changed
over from Johnny Nitro so he’s still rocking the poetry. Punk takes him
down by the legs to start but John has him in a chinlock a few seconds
later. They trade hiptosses until Punk slams him down to take over. Punk
dropkicks Morrison down onto the apron but John blocks a suplex back in
with a neckbreaker onto the apron.

Morrison pounds away at Punk and puts on something vaguely resembling a
Tazmission. A knee to the ribs gets two and it’s back to the chinlock.
Back up and Punk misses the backfist but gets two off a rolling sunset
flip out of the corner. A spinning cross body out of the corner gets the
same and there’s the running knee I the corner. The bulldog, of course,
doesn’t work but a powerslam gets another near fall for Punk.

Morrison comes right back with a backbreaker and neckbreaker for two but
CM counters the flip neckbreaker (Morrison’s finisher) into a
clothesline. A moonsault of all things gets two for Punk and he crotches



John on the top rope. Punk clotheslines him down for two and a high kick
has Morrison in trouble, but he manages to block a middle rope
hurricanrana and put his feet on the ropes to retain.

Rating: C. Again this match could have been on any given episode of ECW
on Sci-Fi, which is exactly where it was when Punk won the title nine
days later. Why they didn’t just do that here is anyone’s guess, but I
don’t think anyone really gave much thought to what was going on with ECW
anyway. The match was pretty good but it needed more than seven minutes.

We recap HHH vs. Booker, which doesn’t have much of a story to it. King
Booker was going after Lawler and Ross for not respecting him enough and
HHH, noted defender of the little guy, is coming back to defend their
honor. The hook is King vs. King but in other words, HHH is returning
from injury and we need to feed him someone with some credibility.

HHH vs. King Booker

HHH’s return is of course over the top and not as good as the one in
2002. Booker gets in a cheap shot to start but HHH comes back with right
hands. A clothesline puts Booker on the floor and a second clothesline
does the same. Back in and Booker gets in some forearms but walks into
the facebuster for two. Queen Sharmell finally helps her man out and
Booker goes after the injured leg.

HHH counters a slam and takes out Booker’s leg before putting on a Figure
Four. Sharmell interferes again to break the hold and a quick kick to the
face gets two for Booker. Back up and they slug it out with HHH taking
over by sending Booker to the floor. HHH whips Booker into the steps and
gets caught in a spinebuster back inside for two. The Pedigree is escaped
and the Book End gets two. The Houston Hangover misses though and the
Pedigree is good for the pin.

Rating: D+. One former world champion squashed, dozens to go. HHH is back
and the match was never in doubt at all. The match wasn’t even eight
minutes long and yet again Booker looks like a goon against HHH, albeit
with roles reversed from Wrestlemania XIX. Nothing to see here and HHH
didn’t look like anything great.



We recap Batista vs. Khali but there isn’t much to say. Khali won the
title in a battle royal due to Edge being injured. Batista challenged him
to try to slay the beast. Khali is using a vice grip around this time.

Smackdown World Title: Batista vs. Great Khali

Khali immediately takes him into the corner and chops him down. Some
elbows to the head put Batista down again and there’s a hard clothesline
for good measure. All champion so far. Batista falls down to the floor
and gets back in for the big chop for two. Big Dave is sent shoulder
first into the corner and there’s a nerve hold to really keep up the
suck. The hold stays on for over a minute and a half, drawing a boring
chant.

Batista finally hits a jawbreaker but Khali chops him down for two. Cole
even acknowledges the boring chant. Batista blocks the vice grip to
finally wake the crowd up a bit before hitting a spinebuster. The
champion escapes the Batista Bomb and catches him coming off the middle
rope in the Punjabi Plunge for two. Then to really screw over the fans,
Khali’s manager sends in a chair and Khali whacks Batista for the DQ.

Rating: F. Oh come on. They’ve GOT to be screwing with us right? This
wasn’t even seven minutes long and over a minute and a half of that was
in a nerve hold. The fans were absolutely right in booing the match but
the worse sign is they cheered for the comeback. It was clear they cared
about Batista and wanted to see him win but the solution is to make them
wait so Batista could win the title next month in a stupid three way.

Batista destroys Khali with the chair post match. Even JBL rips into
Khali for such a lame ending.

Vince and Coach are wondering where the aforementioned woman is when
Regal pops in to say she’s here. Say it with me: here are Mae and Moolah.
Apparently Mae wants to give Vince another illegitimate son and you know
what’s coming: Mae nearly molests Vince to death until Regal and Coach
drag her off. Vince seems to like it. COMEDY!

We recap the main event. Cena has been champion for eleven months and
Orton has been rising up the card as the legend killer. He was named #1



contender on Raw and spent the next several weeks RKOing Cena.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. Randy Orton

They lock up to start with Cena taking over via a headlock. A hard
shoulder puts Orton down and the fans aren’t pleased at all. Cena takes
him down with a headlock takeover but Orton fights up quickly. Back up
and Orton hits a shoulder and headlock takeover of his own to take over.
The fans hate Cena as he tries to grab the STFU but Orton makes it to the
rope and pops Cena in the face to a big reaction. Orton was a mega heel
coming into this match so the fans cheering him is very bizarre.

Orton pounds away even more but Cena comes back with a bulldog for two. A
forearm to the back of John’s head puts him right back down for two
though and momentum shifts again. Cena tries a leapfrog but Orton stops
on a dime and blasts him in the head instead. Randy knocks him from the
apron onto the announce table as the head trauma continues. Back in and
Orton takes Cena down with a chinlock as the champion is in trouble.

Randy even lays on his back to crank even more but Cena fights up again,
countering with a belly to back suplex to put both guys down. Back up and
Cena misses a charge, going head first into the buckle to shake up the
head again. Orton stomps away on Cena including a hard shot to the back
of the champ’s head. A knee drop misses Cena’s head but Orton takes him
down with a powerslam for two.

Back to the chinlock for a bit before Orton snaps off a gorgeous dropkick
for two. We hit chinlock #3 but this time the suplex is countered into a
headlock takeover to keep Orton in control. Orton hooks a bodyscissors to
go with the chinlock but John fights to his feet and powers out of the
hold before initiating his finishing sequence. The ProtoBomb puts Orton
down but the Shuffle is countered by Orton’s over the back backbreaker.
Orton’s Elevated DDT (Cena’s feet hanging on the middle rope) gets a very
close two count and Randy is getting a look in his eyes.

Orton’s RKO (jumping cutter) is countered but Cena charges at Randy, only
to go sailing over the top and out to the floor. Randy rams him into the
steps and Cena is in big trouble. Back in and Cena gets in a quick shot
to stagger Orton but gets crotched as he goes up. A superplex is blocked



though and Cena hits the top rope Fameasser, but Orton blocks the FU. A
shot to the head puts Cena down again but his running punt to the head
misses. There’s the STFU but Randy grabs the rope. Back up and the RKO
takes Cena down for two. They get up again and the FU hits to retain
Cena’s title.

Rating: B-. While this wasn’t the epic showdown they were hoping for, it
definitely was a good fight. Orton going after Cena’s head and not
worrying about the consequences for the sake of winning the title made
him seem ruthless but Cena never giving up was exactly what you would
expect from him. Good stuff here but not great.

Overall Rating: D+. The show isn’t bad but I’m looking for more out of
Summerslam than this. Orton vs. Cena was the match of the night and
that’s just ok. That’s the best way to sum up most of these matches: just
ok. Only two matches crack nine minutes here and that’s just not enough
time for a lot of them. The show isn’t worth seeing, but brighter days
were ahead.

Ratings Comparison

Kane vs. Finlay

Original: C

Redo: B-

Carlito vs. Mr. Kennedy vs. Umaga

Original: C+

Redo: D+

Rey Mysterio vs. Chavo Guerrero

Original: B-

Redo: C-

Divas Battle Royal



Original: F

Redo: D

CM Punk vs. John Morrison

Original: B+

Redo: C

HHH vs. King Booker

Original: B-

Redo: D+

Great Khali vs. Batista

Original: D-

Redo: F

John Cena vs. Randy Orton

Original: B

Redo: B-

Overall Rating

Original: B

Redo: D+

DANG I liked this way too much the first time.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/10/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2
007-hhh-is-back-again/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/10/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2007-hhh-is-back-again/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/10/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2007-hhh-is-back-again/


just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books,
including a complete History of Starrcade, as low as $4 at:


