
NXT Takeover: London Preview
These  things are pay per views for all intents and purposes so it
deserves a preview of its own. That being said, I’m not sure how long
this is going to be as there are only five matches and one of them is
almost guaranteed to be a squash. However, since it’s NXT, you can almost
guarantee a good show. Given that there hasn’t been a bad Takeover yet,
I’d say you can indeed guarantee some awesome stuff. Let’s get to it.

We’ll start with the squash as Asuka demolishes Emma to end this short
feud. Any debate on that? Yeah I’m thinking no too.

With that out of the way, we’re left with four matches that could go
either way.

First up we have the Tag Team Titles as the Mechanics (Scott Dawson/Dash
Wilder since I don’t think Mechanics has ever been made official) defend
against Enzo Amore/Colin Cassady. I’m going to go with the champions
retaining because Enzo and Cass would seem to be primed to go to the main
roster and feud with the New Day, but it would be nice to see them get
just a quick token reign with the titles. Still though, I think they’re
going with Gable and Jordan as the team to take the belts off the
Mechanics down the line, meaning the titles don’t change here.

Perhaps the most confusing match for me is the Women’s Title as Bayley
defends against the monster Nia Jax. I still don’t know how Nia and Eva
actually fit together because Nia has no real reason to keep Eva around,
but I could see the title changing here. At the same time though, I could
see them sticking with Bayley even longer because she’s the most over
person in the promotion and it hasn’t been a very long reign for her yet.
I think I’m going to go with Bayley retaining and eventually dropping the
title to Asuka, but it could easily be the other way. I’ll go with Bayley
and very little confidence.

As much as I want to see Corbin rise up and feud against Balor for the
title, I think they’ll go with Crews and set up the rematch down the line
as the two of them have some unfinished business. You would think Corbin
would win a big match at some point but I don’t think it happens here.
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Crews wins and sets up the BIG showdown with Balor, maybe in Dallas.

That leaves us with the main event of Finn Balor vs. Samoa Joe. As clear
as it seems to be that Balor retains the title, they have me believing
that the title could change here. Joe wouldn’t seem to be in NXT for long
and it would probably be a short term title reigns, but I think they’ll
keep the title on Balor here in a match that could be a classic.

Overall there isn’t a lot to say here because the stories are all so well
put together yet still being simple. There’s enough potential good on
this show for it to be another classic and I’d assume we get a bonus
match to make things even better. Takeovers are always some of the best
shows of the year and I have no reason to believe that’s not going to
happen here again.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the History of Wrestlemania at Amazon for just $3.99
at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0188BJRGU

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

NXT  –  December  9,  2015:
Trying To Get Hyped
NXT
Date:  December 9, 2015
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Byron Saxton, Corey Graves, Rich Brennan
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It’s the go home show for Takeover: London and that means it’s time for
all the hard pushes before the next major show. The bit match for tonight
is the always useful combining of two matches into a tag as Finn Balor
and Apollo Crews face Baron Corbin and Samoa Joe. The card for next
week’s show looks good though and that’s all that matters. Let’s get to
it.

Opening sequence.

Colin Cassady/Enzo Amore vs. Corey Hollis/John Skyler

Enzo and Cass are totally serious for once. Hollis and Skyler actually
get an entrance. Cass pounds Hollis into the corner for some hard elbows
to start before easily tossing him across the ring. Enzo comes in for
some trash talk and a nice dropkick before it’s back to Cass, who throws
his partner at Hollis in the corner. The East River Crossing sets up the
Rocket Launcher for the pin on Hollis at 2:40.

Enzo says that’s how they feed their family and Dawson/Wilder aren’t
messing with that. They’ve been doing this longer than any team in NXT
and the champs had the nerve to try and take out Cass. That jeopardized
their futures and the only people who get to determine their futures are
in this ring right now. Cass isn’t standing for those two taking them out
either and they’re getting retribution and the titles in London. Where in
the world did that come from? For their first ever serious promo, this
was excellent and I was loving it.

Dana Brooke and Emma are ready for Asuka and want her to remember that
this isn’t Japan. Emma was the one that paved the way for the Divas
Revolution (can we PLEASE find a new plot device for the Divas?) and they
imply interference in Asuka’s match tonight. Dana is annoyed at Tom
Phillips for being too tall to pat on the head.

Video on Tye Dillinger.

Asuka vs. Deonna Purrazzo

They circle each other for a bit until Asuka grabs the hammerlock. After
going over to a wristlock, Asuka snaps on an armbar to send Deonna into



the ropes. A hip strike drops Deonna again and here are Emma and Dana on
the stage. Deonna tries to use the distraction and gets KICKED IN THE
FACE for a knockout win at 2:55. The gasp from Emma and Dana made the
whole thing even better.

Mojo Rawley talks about Blake and Murphy not being successful in the club
and Zack Ryder has no idea what he’s talking about. They’re sure they’ll
win tonight though.

Alexa Bliss yells at Blake and Murphy for losing recently but they
promise that the Hype Bros will be broken.

Another long song by who appears to be Elias Sampson.

Hype Bros vs. Blake and Murphy

Blake, Murphy and Bliss are wearing what look like Freddie Kruger shirts
that were run over by lawnmowers. Even the fans call then Freddie Kruger.
Mojo dances a lot to start and Ryder facepalms on the apron. Blake works
on a wristlock to start as Graves wants to go to prison instead of
watching the Hype Bros. Blake and Murphy are sent to the floor, leaving
Mojo to declare that none of them are hyped. Ryder baseball slides both
of them and drops Blake with a flapjack to set up the Broski Boot.

Murphy comes in for the first time and takes Ryder down before it’s back
to Blake for a chinlock. That goes nowhere so it’s Murphy coming in with
a chinlock of his own. Ryder fights up and kicks them into each other
before diving over to tag in Mojo. Rawley cleans house (Corey: “It’s like
someone shaved a Tasmanian devil.”) and everything breaks down. Blake’s
superkick only gets two and it’s the Hype Ryder for the pin on Blake at
6:24.

Rating: C. Totally fine match here between two teams that aren’t the most
interesting in the world. Blake and Murphy don’t seem to have much of a
future aside from being a midcard team here in NXT while the Bros look
like they’ve been thrown together for the sake of giving them something
to do. Still though, not a bad little match here.

Baron Corbin doesn’t like Apollo Crews because he’s a rookie who doesn’t



deserve anything. Joe is still mad about Finn Balor not giving him the
title shot he deserved. Tonight, Crews and Balor get their warmup
beatings.

Peyton Royce vs. Bayley

Non-title. Royce is clearly a heel here as she’s a sexier character than
the majority of the roster. Peyton starts with an armdrag (Fans: “BETTER
THAN EVA!”) and Bayley doesn’t look to be 100% coming in. A running knee
gets two for Royce and there’s that annoying Bayley chant again. We hit
the chinlock on Bayley but she comes back with some right hands, only to
walk into a spin kick for two. The middle rope elbow staggers Royce
though and the Bayley to Belly is good for the pin at 4:07.

Rating: C+. Not a great match or anything but this is the kind of match
that Royce needed to look like a future player in the division. If
there’s one thing NXT is great at, it’s setting up someone as a threat
after they start off looking like any other wrestler. She might not go
anywhere, but this was a really good performance from someone who hadn’t
shown much potential otherwise.

Post match Eva Marie and Nia Jax come out. Eve is booed out of the
building until Jax takes the mic and says she doesn’t need Eva to do the
talking for her. Bayley is lucky that Nia didn’t get here earlier because
Bayley has been lucky so far but that ends in London. I still see no
reason why Nia has Eva with her.

Apollo has been trying to get in touch with Balor all week but Finn
hasn’t answered. Balor says he’s ready and that’s all that matters. Crews
is fine with that but promises to come for the title after London. Balor
doesn’t seem cool with that.

Video on Sami Zayn getting hurt back in May and his return next week.

Finn Balor/Apollo Crews vs. Samoa Joe/Baron Corbin

Joe immediately tags out to avoid fighting Balor. Finn tries to bring in
Apollo so Corbin tags out as well. Apollo slams Joe down and we take a
way too early break. Back with Crews in the wrong corner and Corbin



flipping him to the mat for two. Joe comes in for an armbar and a big
elbow to the jaw. It’s back to Corbin but he misses a charge and hits the
post, allowing the hot tag to bring in Balor.

The champ hammers away on Joe in the corner but Joe reverses him and
tries the Muscle Buster. Finn reverses into a sunset flip for two,
followed by the Sling Blade. Baron shoves Balor off the top and into a
Death Valley Driver (I haven’t seen one of those in a long time), setting
up the Koquina Clutch to knock Balor out at 9:46.

Rating: C+. Again this wasn’t great but it set up the two matches quite
well. I could have gone for more interaction between Crews and Corbin
here as their match isn’t the most interesting in the world but it’s good
enough so far. Joe vs. Balor has gone from what felt like a filler feud
to a match I want to see so they’re certainly clicking there. Good stuff
here and it accomplished its goal.

Joe poses with the title over the unconscious Balor to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Above all else a go home show is supposed to make me
want to see the big show more than I did coming in and that goal was
accomplished here. Other than that we had some good wrestling and a solid
promo from Enzo and Cass, but I’m not as hyped up for London as I’ve been
for recent Takeovers. The show is going to be awesome because that’s how
Takeovers work but I’m not as interested as I could be. Still though,
another good show this week as you should expect.

Results

Enzo Amore/Colin Cassady b. Corey Hollis/John Skyler – Rocket Launcher to
Hollis

Asuka b. Deonna Purrazzo via knockout – Kick to the face

Hype Bros b. Blake and Murphy – Hype Ryder to Blake

Bayley b. Peyton Royce – Bayley to belly

Samoa Joe/Baron Corbin b. Finn Balor/Apollo Crews – Koquina Clutch to
Balor



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the History of Wrestlemania at Amazon for just $3.99
at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0188BJRGU

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

NXT  –  December  2,  2015:  I
Believe In A Thing Called Joe
NXT
Date:  December 2, 2015
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Corey Graves, Byron Saxton, Rich Brennan

Takeover: London is in two weeks and the card is mostly set. That leaves
us with two shows to firm up the build, which means we could be in for
some entertaining nights leading up to the next big show. The cliffhanger
from last week saw Nia Jax throw her had in to the ring for the Women’s
Title shot and Bayley doesn’t have an opponent for London yet. Let’s get
to it.

Opening sequence.

Baron Corbin vs. Tye Dillinger

Some chops earn Dillinger a throw across the ring and Corbin chokes on
the mat. Corbin is in his full slow mode here and it’s working as always.
Dillinger comes back with a clothesline and a superkick for two, only to
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come off the middle rope and right into the End of Days for the pin at
2:52.

Apollo Crews is ready for Corbin at Takeover and is ready to team up with
Finn Balor to face Corbin and Samoa Joe next week.

Tommaso Ciampa says Joe is dangerous, but Ciampa is even more dangerous
because he has nothing to lose. When he pins Joe tonight, everything
changes.

Nia Jax vs. Blue Pants

Pants has a modified version of the Price is Right theme. Jax takes her
down by the arm to start and stomps on the hand. A toss by the head keeps
Blue in trouble and her kicks have no effect. Some elbow drops and a
Samoan drop set up the big leg to squash Pants for the pin at 2:10.

Dash and Dawson don’t want to talk about Enzo and Cass because they’d
rather just hurt people. If the consequences of hurting people are the
Tag Team Titles, they don’t have much to worry about. Last week Enzo and
Cass jumped them because those two can just talk the talk instead of
walking the way. Dash really doesn’t get why Enzo and Cass are getting
the title shot in London when they haven’t beaten anyone. That’s fine
with them because Cass has a good leg that they haven’t broken yet.

Adam Rose vs. James Storm

Rose orders his music cut off because this is serious business. Storm
starts with a shoulder but Rose gets in some shots to the back to take
over. A chinlock doesn’t get Adam anywhere as Storm comes back with his
forearms and running neckbreaker, followed by the Last Call for the quick
pin at 2:38.

The Vaudevillains are disappointed that they lost last week but they’re
going to win here tonight. Cue Jason Jordan and Chad Gable to disagree.
Really quick and to the point promos here.

Video on Sami Zayn winning the NXT Title last year at Takeover: R-
Evolution.



Vaudevillains vs. Jason Jordan/Chad Gable

Gable takes Gotch to the mat to start but Simon grabs the arm, only to
have Chad easily flip out. It’s off to Jordan to take English to the mat
with ease and Aiden’s leapfrog is countered into an atomic drop. The fans
say this is wrestling as English counters an Irish whip into the corner
by standing on the middle rope and posing. Gable comes back in and goes
after English’s bad leg but gets backdropped out to the floor for a big
crash. Not that it matters as Chad slides over and makes the tag off to
Jason for a bunch of dropkicks. The Grand Amplitude puts Gotch away at
5:28.

Rating: C. This was just a step ahead of a squash as Gable was barely in
trouble for a minute before making the comeback for the hot tag. Those
two could be something special in the future as Gable is getting quicker
every week. Jordan has come out of his shell by bouncing off Gable, which
has been the big trick they’ve needed for over a year now.

Gable and Jordan offer a handshake but the Vaudevillains walk away. Well
it fits their name a lot better.

Emma and Dana Brooke are ready for Asuka in London.

We get another song from what seems to be Elias Sampson.

Liv Morgan vs. Emma

Morgan is formerly known as Marley and Gionna Daddio. Emma doesn’t seem
impressed and grabs the Dilemma followed by the Emma Sandwich. Morgan
comes back with a quick guillotine choke and a dropkick. That’s it for
the jobber offense as Emma drops her again and gets the win with the Emma
Lock at 3:48.

Rating: D+. Morgan has some good charisma and the fans like her but she’s
still in the early stages of her NXT run, meaning these losses don’t mean
much. This was clearly just a warmup for Emma before she gets ripped into
14 evenly divided pieces by Asuka in London. At least it wasn’t a total
squash.

Emma is in the ring when Asuka pops up on screen, beating the fire out of



a punching bag. She’ll see Emma in London.

Bayley says she’s ready for all challengers, including Nia Jax. This
brings up Nia, who stares at the title. Bayley says she’ll accept anyone
who comes at her, so Jax knocks her through a door.

Tommaso Ciampa vs. Samoa Joe

Ciampa isn’t scared as Joe drives him into the corner and works on a
wristlock before no selling a chop. Joe stays on the arm until Ciampa
tries another chop. That just ticks Joe off so he forearms Ciampa’s head
half off. They start slapping the taste out of each others’ mouths with
Joe getting the better of it until Ciampa grabs a rollup and stomps on
Joe’s arm.

More hard strikes stagger Joe and a guillotine choke has him in even more
trouble. Make that a Kimura but Joe drives him into the corner again for
the break. The enziguri knocks Ciampa half cold and a scoop powerslam
makes it even worse. Joe Facewashes him in the corner and the release
Rock Bottom drops Ciampa again. The fans are behind Joe until the Muscle
Buster and Koquina Clutch end Ciampa at 6:37.

Rating: B. That might be a bit high but dang these two were beating the
tar out of each other. Those were some incredibly hard strikes with Joe
absorbing everything Ciampa threw at him and looking like a real killer
for the first time with London looming. This has me even more ready for
the title match and was a really, really fun surprise. Good stuff.

Overall Rating: B+. NXT is getting in six matches an hour. Can you
imagine most other wrestling shows pulling that off? This is straight out
of the old school WCW shows as they’re flying through squash matches to
set up the big show with the showdowns you want to see. Awesome show this
week and one of the best they’ve done in a while.

Results

Baron Corbin b. Tye Dillinger – End of Days

Nia Jax b. Blue Pants – Legdrop



James Storm b. Adam Rose – Last Call

Jason Jordan/Chad Gable b. Vaudevillains – Grand Amplitude to Gotch

Emma b. Liv Morgan – Emma Lock

Samoa Joe b. Tommaso Ciampa – Koquina Clutch

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the History of Wrestlemania at Amazon for just $3.99
at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0188BJRGU

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

NXT  –  November  25,  2015:
Don’t You Dare
NXT
Date:  November 25, 2015
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Byron Saxton, Rich Brennan, Corey Graves

It’s another title match week with Bayley defending against Eva Marie in
a match that has the potential to burn the place to the ground. The Full
Sail fans just do not like Eva no matter what she does and it’s going to
be quite the moment if she takes the title from the most popular act in
NXT. Let’s get to it.
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Opening sequence.

Michael Cole of all people is in the ring to open the show, though
unfortunately we don’t get his sweet theme song about how awesome his
life is. Cole says he’s in charge while Regal is out recovering from neck
surgery. First up tonight: a contract signing for Takeover: London
(finally not the week before the match) between Finn Balor and Samoa Joe.
Cole goes to introduce Joe but Balor comes out first and promises to take
Joe out in London. This brings out Joe who walks into the ring, signs the
contract and walks out without saying a word or even looking at Finn. The
champ goes to leave but Joe attacks and chokes Finn out.

Tag Team Titles: Vaudevillains vs. Scott Dawson/Dash Wilder

Dawson and Wilder are defending and this is the Vaudevillains’ rematch.
Dawson starts on Gotch’s leg to start but can’t get very far, meaning
it’s off to English vs. Wilder. Aiden takes over for all of fifteen
seconds before the champs go after his arm and take us to an early break.
Back with Aiden in an armbar but he easily fights up and makes the hot
tag to Gotch. Now it’s the Vaudevillains taking over but Dawson trips up
Gotch to stop the Whirling Dervish. Everything breaks down and the
Shatter Machine to English retains the titles at 8:05.

Rating: C. These teams really don’t have great chemistry together and a
lot of that is due to the champs being the kind of guys that like to slow
a match down. The Vaudevillains are a unique team as they don’t have a
particular style and that makes it hard to find interesting matchups for
them. It’s not bad, but these are really forgettable matches so it’s
probably best that they’re done here.

Post match Enzo and Big Cass come out to beat up the champs for hurting
Cass’ leg a few weeks back.

Eva has taken over Regal’s office because she needed a bigger place to
get ready. Bayley is a swell girl but it’s time for a woman to become
champion. She knows the fans have her back too and there are a bunch of
gifts waiting for the celebration. Nia Jax comes in with a present of her
own.



We recap Asuka dismantling Dana Brooke at Takeover.

Someone whose face we can’t see sings a song about needing liberators.
Elias Sampson had a guitar a few months back so maybe it was him.

Dana Brooke vs. Asuka

Maybe not as Dana talks from the stage and Emma jumps Asuka from behind
and puts her in the Emma Lock. No match.

Bayley understands why WWE wants Eva Marie to be the Women’s Champion but
there’s one difference between them: Bayley is a wrestler. I know it
wasn’t meant to be one, but that was one of the best insults I’ve heard
in a long time.

Sami Zayn is coming back.

Apollo Crews vs. Jesse Sorensen

This would be the former TNA guy Jesse Sorensen, who left because they
didn’t want him to wrestle any more after breaking his neck and decided
to release him instead. Crews starts fast with a delayed vertical as the
fans count the “time”. Just to show off, Crews waves them on and holds
Jesse up even longer. A big running clothesline sets up a throw into a
powerbomb (called an Alley Oop into a powerbomb) to end Jesse at 2:06.
Total squash.

Crews accepts Baron Corbin’s challenge for London.

Corbin says Crews is going to be the answer to a trivia question for
doing one thing once. He’s going down in London.

Charles Robinson has been sent to referee the main event.

Women’s Title: Eva Marie vs. Bayley

Eva is challenging so let the nuclear heat (and wolf whistles) begin. Nia
Jax is here with Eva to make sure things aren’t fair. Robinson is the
outside referee here so something might be afoot. They trade headlocks to
start and a suplex gets two on Bayley, who comes right back with the
Bayley to Belly for two as Jax pulls the referee out. Robinson comes in



to count two on Bayley off a rollup and Jax adds a headbutt to keep
Bayley in trouble.

Eva covers several times for two but Bayley takes her down with a running
clothesline. Robinson breaks up the running elbow in the corner and
Sliced Red gets a very close two. Another try at Sliced Red results in a
ref bump and Eva goes up. Bayley stops her again though and, after
dealing with Nia, grabs a super Bayley to Belly with another referee
coming in for the count at 6:38.

Rating: B. This was one of the best done segments that NXT has done in a
long time. It’s just a six minute match and nothing great in terms of
wrestling, but sweet goodness they nailed the story here. The idea of the
fix being in had the fans freaking out on every near fall and going nuts
when Bayley survived. Bayley is the most over thing in NXT since Sami
Zayn and it’s awesome to watch her mature into this hero instead of just
being an underdog.

Nia Jax lays out Bayley post match and holds up the belt to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a show that did a lot of good to set up the
London show in three weeks while also throwing in two title matches with
a really well done moment in the main event. Thankfully Cole wasn’t the
star of the show and felt like a regular NXT commissioner. That’s the key
to this whole promotion: find the formula that works and keep plugging
people in and out when necessary. It’s worked for years and it’s working
here, which makes this the most consistent show around.

Results

Scott Dawson’/Dash Wilder b. Vaudevillains – Shatter Machine to English

Apollo Crews b. Jesse Sorensen – Throw into a powerbomb

Bayley b. Eva Marie – Super Bayley to Belly

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the History of Wrestlemania at Amazon for just $3.99
at:



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0188BJRGU

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Genesis  2006:  TNA’s  Dream
Match
Genesis  2006
Date: November 19, 2006
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Attendance: 900
Commentators: Don West, Mike Tenay

We just looked at the rematch of Joe vs. Angle, so now let’s look at the
original. That’s the main event obviously, in Angle’s TNA debut match. As
I said in the previous show, this isn’t something that makes you think
big show. What’s even stupider is that Angle was at the previous show,
Bound For Glory, as a guest referee while Joe had a pointless Monster’s
Ball match. Then again this is TNA so logic is pretty much thrown out.
Let’s get to it.

The opening video talks about how it’s a new age, comparing this to the
first steps on the moon. Now we have opera music. It’s all about Angle
vs. Joe of course with a little bit about the world title match and even
some about LAX. They’re on the poster so they do need some coverage. As
always, this video goes on WAY too long, running almost three and a half
minutes. Dave Penzer being heard we’ve fifteen seconds from going live is
a nice touch.
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Kazarian/Maverick Matt/Johnny Devine vs. Voodoo Kin Mafia

The three guys that would become Seretonin are in their new look now but
have only been talking about their redeemer who would later be revealed
as Raven. The Mafia is now at WAR with WWE. Tenay flat out says they’re
going after Vince and it would only get worse. The fans chant that DX
sucks. Anyway, Roadie, the guy only famous for being in DX, starts off
with Matt.

BG (Road Dogg) gets taken into the corner and the heels alternate on him
to take over. They tease the white shirt wearing Kip to allow more triple
teaming. They’re flying through this match so it’s not going to last
long. BG gets in a shot and hot tags Kip. Kip cleans house and uses a
Pedigree as Tenay talks about the War. Devine jumps off the top but gets
caught in the cobra clutch slam for the pin.

Rating: D+. Nothing to see here but anything that furthers this idiotic
angel isn’t a good thing. As I said in the Turning Point review, I have
no idea what they thought they were proving with this thing, but it would
result in them “invading” a house show which they claimed was the same
thing as DX invading WCW in 1998.

BG says the ground war begins on Thursday. Tenay: “I know where I’m going
to be Thursday night! Watching Impact on TV!” These jokes write
themselves.

We run down the rest of the card in TNA tradition.

Kaz and Matt bring back Devine whose head is now covered. And here’s
Raven in a white suit. West sounds like he’s seeing a bluejay in a park.
Devine gets on his knees so he can be beaten with a kendo stick.

Shane Douglas and the Naturals talk about beating up Team 3D and putting
them through a table. Tonight they’re facing….Jay Lethal and Sonjay Dutt.

The Naturals vs. Sonjay Dutt/Jay Lethal

The X guys have Jerry Lynn with them. The Naturals are Chase Stevens and
Andy Douglas for those of you unfamiliar, which is probably a lot of you.
They shout about Team 3D for most of the match. Stevens tries what would



have been an AWESOME sunset bomb to the floor but Lethal saves himself.
The Naturals are rammed together and sent to the floor so the X guys hit
stereo dives to take them out.

Back inside and the smaller guys hit some incredibly fast paced double
teaming on Stevens who plays the heel in peril. There’s a rarity for you.
Off to Douglas (no relation to Shane) who hits Lethal low to take over.
Off to a seated abdominal stretch on Lethal. Back up and a jumping knee
to the face puts Lethal down for two.

Stevens comes in and stops Jay’s comeback with a wheelbarrow suplex for
two. Hot tag to Dutt and he speeds things way up. What was supposed to be
a seated senton hits Douglas and Lethal hits the Lethal Combination for
two on Chase. Shane interferes so that a missile dropkick/powerbomb combo
can get the pin. The powerbomb was awkward but it worked.

Rating: C-. The match was fine but I have no idea what the point of it
was. The Naturals talked about Team 3D for awhile but they were nowhere
in sight, so what was the point of the reference? Shouldn’t the return of
Team 3D happen here for the beatdown after this match happened on Impact?
I don’t get it but whatever. Also, it’s better than a bikini contest. Not
a bad match, just not interesting.

LAX rants about Petey Williams stopping the flag burning on Impact.
Konnan goes on an anti-military rant for some reason and says no one can
stop them from burning a flag tonight because they have rights.

We recap Daniels vs. Sabin. Daniels is the honorable champion, Sabin is
the whiny punk challenger. That’s about it.

Daniels says that he and AJ are cool after Daniels took the title from
him on Thursday.

X-Division Title: Chris Sabin vs. Christopher Daniels

This is Daniels’ first defense. Sabin slaps him in the face a few times
to get on Daniels’ nerves. Daniels grabs a wristlock and Sabin spins out
of it but winds up slapping the champ again. Daniels tries the same thing
but with a right hand instead of a slap, but Sabin blocks it and pokes



Daniels in the eyes. The match turns into a fast paced gymnastics routine
resulting in Sabin bailing to the floor.

Back in it’s another counter routine, resulting in Daniels having his
foot on the back of Sabin’s head and driving it into the mat. Daniels
tries a sunset flip but when he goes for the shoulder to the ribs to set
it up, Sabin kicks him in the face and dropkicks him to the floor. A
double ax to the floor has the champ in trouble. This is a chess match
with neither guy being able to get an extended advantage.

Sabin drops him throat first over the barricade which gets two back in. I
think we have our first advantage here. A running one footed dropkick to
the back of a seated Daniels’ head gets two. Off to a nerve hold and
Daniels rubs Sabin’s hand in a manner that needs a bad romance song. The
champion tries a spinning springboard cross body but Sabin ducks. West
compares Sabin to Kobe Bryant for some reason. The analogy of raw talent
followed by attitude makes sense, but I don’t remember Bryant ever
choking Kevin Garnett over the middle rope with his knee.

Sabin puts him in the Tree of Woe and hits a hesitation dropkick. Now he
throws in some chairs while telling West to shut his mouth. Here’s Styles
to pull out the chairs and tick Sabin off. With Daniels still in the Tree
of Woe, Sabin tries a baseball slide but Daniels pulls himself up in a
situp. Sabin slides to the floor and Daniels comes off the top with a
HUGE dive to take Sabin out.

STO puts Sabin down and he puts Sabin up on the top. A kind of sitout
slam off the top gets two. Release Rock Bottom looks to set up the BME
but Sabin kicks him in the head to break the momentum. A springboard DDT
gets two for Sabin. I can’t say Chris because it might get a bit
confusing so I’m sorry for constantly using the same two names. Roaring
Elbow misses for Sabin and Daniels hits a running enziguri.

He tries a rana but gets caught in a sitout powerbomb for two. Sabin goes
up for another DDT but jumps into a Death Valley Driver. BME hits but
only gets two. Angel’s Wings is countered and Sabin hits a dragon screw
leg whip. Cradle Shock is countered into a crucifix for two. Sabin loads
up something that looks like the start of a Razor’s Edge but Daniels



rolls out of it and hooks Sabin’s feet for the rollup pin.

Rating: A-. I don’t usually like Daniels matches but I was WAY into this
one. The long running string of counters and both guys knowing each other
so well was really working for me. Sabin could fly with the best of them
and that’s what he did here. Styles coming out didn’t really need to
happen but it only lasted about ten seconds so it wasn’t a huge deal.
Really good match here and maybe the best Daniels match I’ve ever seen.

Jerry Lynn comes out post match to demand Sabin shake Daniels’ hand but
it’s not happening. Ok yes it is….and there’s the Cradle Shock out of it
instead.

We get a clip from Paparazzi Productions where Shelley and Starr say they
can give Nash at least 90% out there tonight. Nash says if they follow
him, they could have careers like those of Don Kernoodle, George South,
Reno Riggins, Lazer Tron, Nelson Royal, George Scott, Porkchop Cash and
Italian Stallion. Funny stuff but it probably went over the head of most
of the audience.

Paparazzi Productions vs. Ron Killings/Lance Hoyt

No idea why this match is happening but it’s probably something like a
squash match with some extra time. Nash is on commentary and talks about
defending his X Title in Japan last night after messing up a 375 but
winning anyway. Truth and Shelley start things off. They go to a test of
strength with Shelley taking the hands down to the mat and stomping on
Truth’s fingers.

Killings comes back with his gyrations so Shelley imitates Rick Rude
right back at him. Off to Starr who dances some more. This needs to get
going. Truth misses a charge and Aries (Starr) dances again. Truth hits
the first big move in the four minutes this match has been running in the
form of a powerslam. Off to Big Lance for some double teaming. Big boot
gets two. One armed flapjack puts Austin down.

Hoyt loads up a moonsault but Shelley breaks it up and Lance is put in
the Tree of Woe. With Truth trying to come in and distracting the
referee, the Paparazzi hit a double neckbreaker while Hoyt is still



upside down. Shelly holds the knees down so Starr can hit a slingshot
hilo for two. They work on the knee for a bit and a slingshot corkscrew
splash gets two.

Shelley comes in and does the jump into the boots spot (missing the feet
almost entirely) and there’s the tag to Truth. The fans aren’t all that
thrilled here. Truth causes heel miscommunication and hits his suplex
into a Stunner spot for two on Shelley. Hoyt comes back in for a modified
What’s Up (appropriate no?) and everything breaks down. Hoyt loads up a
DVD but the Paparazzi take out the knee. Starr tries a suicide dive to
Truth who is on the concrete. Shelley frog splashes the knee and calls
for the camera. The delay lets Hoyt roll him up for the pin.

Rating: D+. The match wasn’t bad but there was too much dancing for my
taste. I don’t know if this was supposed to be a comedy match that just
wasn’t funny or what but it didn’t really work. It wasn’t all that bad,
but again I don’t think the real idea of what they were going for with
Nash and the X guys ever made much sense.

We recap Christian vs. AJ. Christian debuted a year ago at this show and
has never been pinned or submitted despite losing the world title. The
loss in King of the Mountain made him turn heel. AJ got tired of his
whining so here’s a match between them.

Christian says he doesn’t make mistakes and talks about AJ jumping him
during the preshow because AJ needs an advantage to have a chance.
Christian faces his challengers like a man and JB rolls his eyes. Cage
doesn’t like that but cuts himself off from yelling. AJ is #1 on
Christian’s hit list and we hear about how awesome Christian has been
lately.

Christian Cage vs. AJ Styles

I miss Christian’s ridiculous costumes. AJ is looking extra jacked here
for some reason. The fans are split as you would expect. They lock up and
roll around the ropes as they jockey for position. They fight over
control on the mat now using technical stuff which is always fun to see.
Since no one can really get an advantage there, AJ slaps him in the face.
AJ does the drop down into the dropkick and Christian is getting



frustrated.

Christian shoulder blocks him down and it’s a stalemate. The crowd is
extra loud for this one. Now AJ runs him over with a shoulder of his own
for two. The fans chant CLB and Christian takes over a bit, using an
elbow and some chops. Full nelson attempt fails and the Unprettier gets
the same result. AJ sets for the Clash but Christian bails to the floor.
He goes for a chair but Slick Johnson stops him.

Back in AJ hits a flapjack for two as things speed up. Christian heads to
the floor again to slow things down but AJ hits a huge dive to take him
out. His legs hit the railing as well though with a sick sound. Back
inside that gets two and Styles is wincing from the leg. Christian slides
back outside again and gets kicked into the barricade, but as AJ tries a
slingshot dive, Christian hooks his feet to send AJ crashing legs first
into the apron and shift momentum.

Off to a chinlock with Christian’s knee in AJ’s back, followed by the
reverse DDT into a backbreaker for two. I’m not sure why he’s working on
the back instead of the knee. Back to the chinlock and Christian puts him
on the mat. AJ does the always cool nipup into the rana for two. He
misses a splash in the corner though and walks into a belly to back
suplex for two. Back to the chinlock but AJ elbows up and hits the
fireman’s carry flip onto the knee.

A Low Down misses and both guys are down. Now Christian goes up but AJ
snaps off a rana to put both guys down again. They slap it out and AJ
starts his comeback. Dropkick sets up a knee drop for two. The
springboard into the DDT gets two and Styles goes up. He jumps over
Christian but runs into a spear for two. Unprettier and Styles Clash are
both countered but the Pele connects for two. AJ tries a springboard rana
but gets caught in a powerbomb for a pair of twos. Christian throws in a
chair but Daniels runs out to pull it out. It’s a tug of war and AJ tries
a sunset flip, but Christian drops down onto him for the pin.

Rating: B. This was a pretty solid match and the ending played into the
angle from earlier and also would further the angle that AJ was going
into around this time. Christian basically got a clean win here as the



chair had been dropped by the time the cover happened. As usual, at the
end of the day just putting on a good wrestling match is the best thing
you can do.

Daniels and AJ almost get into a fight but the X guys and Rhyno come out.
Rhyno wants a mic and says that he and Christian used to be friends but
started fighting, and it started just like this. He wants a handshake but
AJ says if he needs a psychiatrist, he’ll call Dr. Phil.

AMW says they’re not worried about LAX and says that Gail Kim is a tough
mamacita. LAX wants to burn a flag and AMW isn’t cool with that. Gail
looks REALLY good in blue. Storm says a lot of racist things and their
match is up next.

We recap the tag title match which is what I just explained.

Tag Titles: LAX vs. America’s Most Wanted

LAX has the titles. Konnan says TNA and Cornette can’t stop him from
burning the flag tonight or there’s going to be a lawsuit. AMW jumps them
and the brawl starts on the floor. I think the match has started but I’m
not really sure. AMW double teams Homicide in the ring and throws him on
top of Hernandez on the floor. Things settle down with Harris vs.
Hernandez. Harris pounds him down but can’t hang with the power so it’s
off to Homicide.

Hernandez comes back in very quickly and hooks a one arm chinlock. The
champs tag very quickly as Homicide chops on Harris so Hernandez can
choke him on the floor. Off to a Homicide chinlock which sounds like
police jargon. Harris comes back with a spinebuster and both guys are
down. Storm (looking really strange without the beard) starts a USA chant
before he gets the hot tag.

Hernandez throws him over the top but Storm skins the cat and comes back
with a headscissors. James has to fight both of them at once and Harris
saves him from the Border Toss. Harris comes in and hits something like a
hybrid between a Thesz Press and a shoulder block to take SuperMex down.
Suplex gets two. Homicide runs in for a tornado DDT to take Harris down.



Storm comes in but I don’t think there was a tag. That brazen cheater.
AMW loads up the Death Sentence but Hernandez makes the save. He goes up
top and grabs Harris by the throat, throwing him over his head in a
choking belly to belly superplex for two. Hernandez hits a powerbomb to
set up a Homicide frog splash for two.

Gringo Killa is escaped and AMW hits something like a Hart Attack for
two. Enziguri from Storm to Hernandez and Harris adds a top rope
clothesline to take the big guy down. Death Sentence hits but Konnan has
the referee. Homicide comes in with the blowtorch for the flag to the
back of Storm’s head for the pin to retain the titles.

Rating: B-. This was much more of a brawl than a match and based on the
story, that’s what it should have been. AMW wasn’t going to be around
much longer but they were still a name, so having them put over the hot
new team of LAX was probably the best thing they could have been used
for. Fun stuff here.

Post match LAX goes to beat up Gail but Petey Williams comes out for the
save as AMW gets back up. Jim Cornette comes out and says the titles are
stripped. That would be overturned and the belts would be returned on
Thursday. The title reign was considered one continuous run. Since this
is Cornette, it takes a few minutes to get through that, including a big
patriotism speech. The fans HATE this decision too. If they don’t give up
the belts by Thursday, they’re fired.

Mitchell says he’s going to send Abyss into Sting’s mind to break his
will.

We recap the world title match. Sting won the title from Jarrett last
month and promised to bring honor to the title, because that’s what Sting
does. Abyss is on a monster rampage through the company and it’s up to
Sting to stop him. The Monster won the Fight for the Right tournament,
which very well may have been the dumbest idea in TNA history. It’s
better that you don’t know, but it involved a battle royal where you got
in the ring, then got out of the ring, then had a regular match, triple
threats and a singles match, including a title match in there somewhere I
believe.



Mike says Sting has the decided experience advantage. How is that a
decision? It’s fact.

NWA World Title: Sting vs. Abyss

Mitchell, Abyss’ manager, has stolen Sting’s bat to show how personal
this is. Sting is actually in regular tights here instead of his usual
garb. He jumps Abyss before the big match intros and hits him with the
bat to send him to the outside. They go into the crowd and Sting sends
him into the wall. All champion so far. Back to ringside and AS ALWAYS,
Sting’s splash to an opponent laying on the railing misses.

Abyss hits him in the back with a chair and sets up a table next to the
stage. Make that two tables and a pair of conveniently placed barbed wire
boards. Sting fights back on the ramp and they brawl back to ringside.
They haven’t been in the ring yet at all other than about 10 seconds. Now
they get in and Abyss hooks a neck crank. Sting fights him off and hits a
pair of Stinger Splashes before going for the knee.

Sting goes up and knocks a charging Abyss down, followed up by a top rope
splash for two. Abyss gets up a big boot and Mitchell hands him the belt.
Sting avoids the shot and here’s the Scorpion. Abyss makes the rope and
Sting grabs the belt, only to walk into a Black Hole Slam for two. A
chokeslam is broken up but the referee gets bumped. Abyss gets the bag of
tacks but Sting gets the bat. A bat shot takes Abyss down and the Death
Drop should get the pin but Mitchell pulls the referee to the floor.

Now Sting gets the bag of tacks and pours them out, but because this is a
wrestling match he gets chokeslammed down onto them for two. Sting Hulks
Up and drop toeholds Abyss face first into the tacks. He hooks the WORST
Scorpion ever and Abyss taps but Mitchell has the referee. Mitchell goes
into the Scorpion and the guys head to the floor. Sting hits Abyss with
the chair and then wraps the repel cord (why is that there?) around
Abyss’ leg. He pulls the cord up to hang Abyss upside down so he can beat
him with a chair while Abyss is defenseless, including one to the face. I
really don’t need to see Abyss’ underwear.

Sting lets him down and they go up the ramp towards the boards on the
table. The referee yells at Sting and gets clotheslined….AND THAT’S A DQ.



Not the HANGING OF ABYSS AND BEATING HIM WITH A CHAIR, not chokeslamming
Sting onto tacks (still in his back), not the bat, but THAT? Oh and the
title changes hands on a DQ in TNA, which I don’t think has been
mentioned in years but that’s the rule. It never happened before or again
that I remember, but it’s the rule.

Rating: D+. What a MESS. As I said, the ending was completely insane and
while the title change makes sense, THAT’S WHY THEY DQ HIM??? Not for
throwing Abyss through the tables like Sting did, but for hitting a
referee? Also, great way to make the monster look like a monster here. I
get what they were going for with Sting losing his vow of honor and all
that, but man the execution didn’t work.

Abyss is unconscious but gets the belt anyway.

We recap the Angle vs. Joe feud, which is Angle coming in and wanting the
best. He headbutted Joe and busted him open to establish this match.
Angle was a guest referee at BFG because Jarrett had to be the world
champion at the biggest show of the year. Joe jumped Angle at that show.
Oh and this isn’t Angle’s first TNA match, as he faced Abyss on a special
two hour show. The idea is that Joe is the best in TNA and undefeated.
This could have been a long built match, but I can kind of see the idea
here. I don’t agree with it, but I can see it.

Kurt Angle vs. Samoa Joe

The fans immediately chant this is awesome, which is kind of annoying.
Feeling out process to start and Kurt goes straight for the ankle. Joe
blocks the hold pretty easily and pounds him down onto the ropes. Kurt
snaps off the belly to belly and clotheslines Joe to the outside. Joe
grabs him in a powerbomb position, pulls him to the outside and swings
him into the barricade.

Back in Angle misses a charge, hitting the post shoulder first. Out to
the floor and Joe hits the suicide elbow before sending Angle into the
steps. Pretty one sided so far. Kurt’s all nice and busted now. That’s a
good thing too as he had a big annoying bandage on his head before that.
Joe goes right for the cut and rips away at it. Powerslam gets two. Angle
gets in some uppercuts but walks into a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for two.



Kurt’s head is flowing very solid here. Joe loads up the MuscleBuster but
Kurt comes back with a front facelock into a tornado DDT, getting two.
They slug it out and Joe misses a charge, setting up the Rolling Germans.
He tries to release the last one but drops him on his face instead. That
gets two and Kurt is all fired up. Joe armdrags his way out of the Slam
and hits the MuscleBuster for two.

Angle rolls out of the Clutch and hits the Slam for a very quick two.
There go the straps and he hooks the ankle lock. Joe rolls through but
can’t break the hold. He pulls Angle down into the Clutch and Kurt is in
trouble, but he manages to grab the foot and hook the ankle lock again.
The fans are WAY into this. Joe rolls out to send Kurt into the middle
rope, but he walks into another Olympic Slam. Kurt puts the straps back
up so he can take them back down. Oh MAN he’s serious here. Angle hooks
the ankle lock with the grapevine and Joe has to tap.

Rating: B. That’s it? Don’t get me wrong the match was good but this was
only about thirteen and a half minutes. Why in the world would you make
this match run that short? There are over six minutes left in the show
and they cut it that short? It couldn’t be Kurt’s cardio as he was a full
time guy less than six months earlier. Good match, but WAY too short.

Joe grabs a mic and says Angle was the better man today. He says if Angle
is half the man he thinks he is, Kurt will give him a rematch. Joe sticks
out his hand but Angle walks away. Joe says we’ll have to do this the
hard way.

Tenay and West talk for a few minutes to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. For a traditional B-level show, this was a really good
show. There’s some weak stuff in there but the majority of the big
matches worked (odd DQ decisions aside). It wasn’t the home run main
event they were hoping for but it was good enough and set up two
rematches. This is definitely one of their better shows and is probably
worth checking out. Good show.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for



just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

NXT – November 11, 2015: The
Groundwork
NXT
Date:  November 11, 2015
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Rich Brennan, Byron Saxton, Corey Graves

We’re on the road to London at the moment and the big story is Samoa Joe
turning on Finn Balor last week after Balor’s title defense against
Apollo Crews. This likely sets up the main event at the next Takeover,
though there’s a chance Crews and Baron Corbin could be added in to make
it a four way. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the end of last week’s show.

Opening sequence.

Tye Dillinger vs. Baron Corbin

Never mind as Apollo Crews hits the ring and destroys Corbin, sending him
running off. Crews shouts at Corbin to come back but he’s long gone.

The announcers preview the rest of the show.
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Bayley/Hype Bros vs. Blake and Murphy/Alexa Bliss

Ryder and Murphy get us going but it’s off to Bliss a few seconds in.
Bayley is more than happy to come in and, after Alexa takes off her
bracelet, the champ takes her down with a headlock. Fans: “SHE AIN’T
HYPED! BAYLEY’S HYPED!” Bayley sends her into the corner for a running
elbow but the threat of a Bayley to Belly sends Bliss out to the floor as
we take a break.

Back with Mojo clotheslining Blake and bringing in Ryder as Graves
psychoanalyzes his colleagues. Ryder gets caught in the wrong corner and
stomped down, followed by a backbreaker as the fans continue to chant
what sounds like “HEY WE WANT SOME BAYLEY!” Murphy’s reverse chinlock
doesn’t get very far so he drives Zack back into the corner for a
slingshot hilo from Blake.

Back up and Zack dives over for the tag to Mojo, in his neon green gear
(Byron: “SLIMER IS ON THE LOOSE!”). Everything breaks down and Bliss gets
knocked to the floor but she grabs the title and runs off. Bayley is
ticked off so she Bayley to Bellys Murphy and chases Bliss off.
Hyperdrive puts Murphy away at 12:11.

Rating: C. I don’t usually get annoyed with the NXT fans but that HEY WE
WANT SOME BAYLEY chant was driving me crazy here. The match itself was
just a formula match but it sets up Bliss vs. Bayley for the new champ’s
first fresh title match. Good enough here but most importantly it got the
job done, which is where NXT shines.

Ascension accepts Gable and Jordan’s challenge.

Nia Jax runs into Eva Marie and they walk off together.

Deonna vs. Nia Jax

No Eva in sight. A quick Samoan drop plants Deonna early on and we’re
already in the slow squash. Jax throws her into the corner and plants her
with a release spinebuster. A legdrop puts Deonna away at 1:49.

Clip of Dash Wilder/Scott Dawson beating the Vaudevillains in the Dusty
Classic to set up tonight’s title match.



William Regal underwent successful neck surgery. No word on how long he’s
out.

Bayley is looking for Bliss and finds her Women’s Title. Nia Jax jumps
her from behind and scares Bliss off for trying to get the title. Jax
looks at the title and drops it next to Bayley before leaving.

Tag Team Titles: Vaudevillains vs. Scott Dawson/Dash Wilder

Vaudevillains are defending. English and Dawson get things going but it’s
quickly off to Wilder with the champs taking over in the corner. Some
kicks to the chest put Wilder down so it’s off to Scott who gets caught
in an armbar. Wilder offers a distraction from the apron though and
Dawson takes out the knee as we go to a break. Back with English’s knee
in trouble as Wilder cranks away. Dawson wraps it around the post because
he wrestle like a modern day Anderson.

More shots to the leg set up a slingshot suplex (so he’s an Anderson and
Blanchard hybrid) for two. English’s leg is wrapped around the post again
but he pulls Dawson’s face into the post, allowing for the hot tag to
Gotch. Everything breaks down with Simon cleaning house, only to have
English tag back in for no logical reason. Gotch is sent into the steps
and English’s knee is crushed the same was Cass’ was a few weeks back.
Wilder’s reverse Figure Four gives us new champions at 12:00.

Rating: C+. This was an old school psychology driven match with the leg
work being the story running throughout the whole thing. The
Vaudevillains felt like transitional champions so this was a better idea
than letting them hang around while the titles got weaker. Wilder and
Dawson will have more opponents anyway and can lead to a showdown with
Gable and Jordan.

The new champs can’t believe it.

Bayley vs. Bliss for the title next week.

Here’s Samoa Joe for his big explanation. When the Dusty Classic was
announced, Finn Balor came to him and asked Joe to be his partner. They
won that tournament and Joe wanted an NXT Title match. Now to Balor’s



credit, he agreed to the match but did nothing when Regal put him in the
#1 contenders battle royal.

That lack of action drove Joe to do what he did last week because he
doesn’t deserve to wait for a title shot. The day he walked in to NXT he
was owed a shot because he’s Samoa Joe. This brings out Balor but the
referees break it up. Joe says good choices and grabs the Koquina Clutch
to choke Balor out. Joe holds up the title to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This was a moving day show for NXT as they got a lot
more stuff set up for down the road but it didn’t really like anything
big happened here, including a title change. The good thing about NXT
though is they’re capable of taking something that doesn’t feel huge and
turning it into something bigger later. You can see most of the London
show from here and it’s going to be a fun night because NXT takes the
time to set up their big shows instead of just throwing them together.

Results

Bayley/Hype Bros b. Blake and Murphy/Alexa Bliss – Hyperdrive to Murphy

Nia Jax b. Deonna – Legdrop

Scott Dawson/Dash Wilder b. Vaudevillains – Reverse Figure Four to
English

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B015IN12I2
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NXT – November 4, 2015: NXT
Is Really Neat
NXT
Date:  November 4, 2015
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Rich Brennan, Byron Saxton, Corey Graves

It’s a big show this week as Finn Balor is defending his NXT Title
against #1 contender Apollo Crews. NXT has spent the last few weeks
building up Crews and giving us a person to care about but there aren’t
any real personal issues between the two other than the title itself.
That could make for a good match but it might not be the most
interesting. Let’s get to it.

The opening video recaps Crews winning the battle royal and becoming #1
contender.

Opening sequence.

Asuka vs. Cameron

This could be interesting. Fans: “ASUKA’S GONNA KILL YOU!” Cameron tries
a slap to start but gets caught in a cross armbreaker for an early
submission attempt. A running kick into the splits drops Asuka but she
comes back with a hip attack and mocks Cameron’s pose. Askua grabs a
Fujiwara armbar before just smashing Cameron in the face. Fans: “REST IN
PEACE!” The Asuka Lock is good for the submission at 3:41.

Rating: D+. I kind of feel sorry for Cameron as she has a horrible
character and there is no way she’s going to be accepted no matter how
good she gets in the ring. Some of the gymnastics and flexibility stuff
worked for her here but the screeching makes people hate her more than
anything. Asuka’s path of destruction continues to be awesome and her
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facial expressions make the squashes that much more entertaining.

We recap Big Cass’ leg injury from last week.

Dawson and Wilder laugh at Carmella for injuring her friends. They get
their title shot next week and then they’ll be the baddest guys in the
room. Wilder even brings in a wheelchair as a gift for the Vaudevillains.

Chad Gable and Jason Jordan want to keep moving up the card and one day
they’ll be the world’s greatest tag team. Jordan: “Whoa whoa whoa I told
you about that.” Their next idea is to wrestle the greatest tag team in
NXT history. Gable: “We can’t wrestle ourselves.” This winds up being a
challenge to the Ascension.

Bull Dempsey vs. Angelo Dawkins

Dawkins has a Sawyer Fulton with him. The threat of a right hand makes
Dawkins duck, allowing a knee lift to the head. Dawkins kicks him down
and puts on a front facelock but Dempsey Bulls up. Bull punches one of
the headbands off and a top rope seated senton gives Dempsey the pin at
2:53.

Fulton walks away from Dawkins post match.

The Vaudevillains are impressed with Dash and Dawson but they’re ready to
add their names to the pantheon of NXT greats. They sent the wheelchair
rolling away. Simple promo here but it was fine.

Crews looks at the NXT Title.

Bayley has the Hype Bros as her partners against Alexa Bliss/Blake/Murphy
for a six person tag next week.

Eva Marie vs. Marley

Marley is a blonde in half of a football jersey. Eva armdrags her down
and dances to celebrate before starting on the arm. The fans debate if
Eva is rachet before she stops a comeback with a boot to the face. Fans:
“WHAT WAS THAT???” Marley is on her hands and knees so Eva runs in for a
very low downward spiral and the pin at 2:48. If that’s her finisher,



she’s in an even worse place than I thought.

Dana Brooke and Emma respect Asuka but want to give her a better welcome
to NXT. It’s Emma’s turn soon.

NXT Title: Apollo Crews vs. Finn Balor

Balor is defending and there’s no Demon this time. We get a spotlight and
a staredown for the big match intros. That’s a really cool idea that I
haven’t seen before. Feeling out process to start with neither guy’s
headlock getting them anywhere. Back from a way too early break with
Crews holding a headlock. Finn fights up and grabs a front facelock but
Crews lifts him up into a delayed vertical suplex for two. Fans: “THAT’S
TOO EASY!”

Off to something like a cobra clutch from the champ but Crews tries a
sunset flip. That’s fine with Finn who rolls through and takes Apollo’s
face off with a basement dropkick. Crews kicks him back down and goes to
the middle rope, only to take an enziguri to put him on the floor. Finn
nails a BIG flip dive to take us to our second break. Back with Balor
firing off some running chops in the corner, followed by a clothesline
for two.

Crews shrugs it off again and hits a fall away slam into a Samoan drop
for two more. The fans are still split as Apollo nails a jumping
enziguri, only to get caught in the Sling Blade. There’s the gorilla
press but the moonsault hits knees. REVERSE BLOODY SUNDAY of all things
gets two but the Coup de Grace misses. They trade kicks to the head and
both guys are down until Baron Corbin runs in for the DQ at 15:09.

Rating: B. Give this a finish and it’s a borderline classic. These guys
beat each other up for fifteen minutes and the shots were getting bigger
and bigger every time. I’m sure we’ll see them fight again at some point
and it’s going to be one heck of a war whenever they do. Really good
stuff here but the ending was the right call as you don’t want either one
losing.

Post match Corbin beats both guys down until Samoa Joe makes the save.
Joe stars Corbin down but then takes Balor out to turn heel. Fans: “WHY



JOE WHY?” A Muscle Buster lays Finn out and Joe holds up the title to end
the show.

Overall Rating: B. Another week, another great use of an hour to advance
a bunch of stories and give you a reason to come back next week. Balor
needed a new top heel and Joe is going to be a great opponent when they
probably fight in London. As usual, another good hour of wrestling TV
this week as they set up matches and stories so smoothly that it’s like
one big, long story that just keeps going, which is so much better than
the start and stop style that you get elsewhere.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

NXT – October 28, 2015: I’m
Running Out Of Ways To Say
This Show Is Good
NXT
Date:  October 28, 2015
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Rich Brennan, Byron Saxton, Corey Graves

Things are still picking up around here and we have what should be a good
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featured match tonight with Samoa Joe vs. Tyler Breeze. Tyler eliminated
Joe from the battle royal a few weeks back and has been laughing at Joe
for costing him a shot at the title. Other than that we also get part two
of Apollo Crews’ sitdown interview which should set up a good title match
against NXT Champion Finn Balor next week.

Opening sequence.

Emma vs. Shazza

Two Australians here. Fans: “AUSSIE AUSSIE AUSSIE! OY OY OY!” They stare
at each other to start until Emma dropkicks her down against the ropes
and stomps away. Dana: “BREAK HER!” After Emma has to kick out of a quick
rollup we hit the neck crank on Shazza. Back up and Emma charges into
some boots in the corner but Emma comes right back with the Emma Lock for
the submission at 4:21.

Rating: D+. This was your traditional “here’s a new Diva now watch her
get squashed” match and that’s fine all around. It’s a formula that works
perfectly well in NXT so why mess with the plan? Building Emma back up
before she gets squashed by Asuka is a fine move as it extends the feud
for a few more weeks. That’s an area where NXT shines and it’s a shame so
few companies can pull it off.

We look back at James Storm’s debut last week.

Storm quotes his old TNA to sum up his character and says he loved to
hear the fans tell him he deserves to be here. If anyone has a problem
with that, sorry about their luck.

Video on Finn Balor with fans talking about how cool he is and clips of
his time in New Japan.

Tommaso Ciampa/Johnny Gargano vs. Jason Jordan/Chad Gable

The fans are behind Gable again and he starts with Ciampa. They fight
over a test of strength with Gable not being able to break it with a
monkey flip. The grip continues as they’re on the mat for a string of
near falls. Gable finally takes over with an armbar and the fans are
eating this guy up. Jordan comes in (Fans: “THIS IS WRESTLING!”) but



can’t stop the tag off to Gargano who helps with some double team strikes
to the face.

Gargano’s front facelock doesn’t go anywhere so Jordan picks him up and
drives Johnny into the corner. It’s back to Gable and the fans are right
back at their chanting. Chad’s armbreaker over the rope has Gargano in
even more trouble but it’s quickly back to Ciampa who has even worse
luck. The fans think this is awesome and are even happier when Gargano
slingshots in with a spear for two on Gable as we take a break.

Back with the fans wanting the Gable to be saved but Ciampa puts a knee
into Chad’s ribs. Ciampa and Gargano take turns on an abdominal stretch
with Gargano adding a running dropkick to the back of the head. Gable
finally comes back with a judo throw and makes the tag to Jordan for some
dropkicks.

There go the straps (I didn’t know we were in Memphis) and it’s time for
a bunch of suplexes (I didn’t know Memphis was next to Pittsburgh).
Everything breaks down and Gargano slingshots in with a DDT for two on
Jordan. Jason slips out of a double suplex and brings in Chad for the
Grand Amplitude for the pin on Ciampa at 14:53.

Rating: B. The length surprised me here but they barely stopped the whole
time out there. I’m really glad they just turned Gable and Jordan face
because the fans were going to cheer for someone like Chad no matter what
he did. Really fun and long match here with a ton of energy that you
don’t usually see on TV.

Bayley loves the fact that she’s the Women’s Champion and has no idea why
Alexa Bliss has so many problems with her.

Eva Marie is in front of the Moulin Rouge. She’s coming back very soon
though. Sweet goodness they’re embracing this one full boar.

Nia Jax vs. Kay Lee Ray

Nia throws her into the corner to start, rag dolls her a bit and puts her
in a Canadian backbreaker. That’s actually not the submission though and
Ray rolls Jax up for two. Kay tries a springboard though and gets caught



in a spinebuster. A big legdrop (with an even bigger smile) give Jax the
pin at 2:38. That smile runs in the family.

Enzo Amore/Colin Cassady vs. Scott Dawson/Dash Wilder

Dawson and Wilder jump them during the entrance and crush Cassady’s leg
against the video board. I knew those things were going to get someone
hurt someday. They work over the leg as Enzo is down and that’s how Cass
will be written off TV for a legitimate leg injury. No match.

Alexa Bliss challenges Bayley to find a team for a six person tag at some
point in the future.

It’s time for part two of the Apollo Crews video. He can’t believe he’s
here and that he wrestled in front of 16,000 people in Brooklyn on his
birthday. Crews’ sister can’t believe he’s been this successful because
she sees him as her little brother. The battle royal was another way for
him to prove that he can hang with anyone in NXT and now he wants his
chance at his friend’s NXT Title.

Samoa Joe vs. Tyler Breeze

Breeze bails to the floor to start and the threat of a stomping keeps him
on the floor. Back in and Tyler gets in a few shots to the back and poses
on the ropes. That’s enough for Joe and he hammers away in the corner to
send Tyler back outside. A suicide dive crushes Breeze and takes us to a
break. Back with Joe hammering away with the usual including the corner
enziguri.

Tyler grabs a quick backstabber for one and a dropkick gets two. A
chinlock doesn’t get Breeze anywhere as Joe fights up with his variety of
strikes and the backsplash for two. The Rock Bottom out of the corner
sets up the Muscle Buster but Tyler escapes into a rollup for two more.
Breeze nails a quick Supermodel Kick for two and both guys are down. It’s
time to slug it out with Breeze trying an O’Connor Roll, only to get
flipped into the Koquina Clutch (Normally I would ask if he had ever
watched a TNA match but that’s a very stupid question.) for the tap out
at 12:08.



Rating: B-. As usual Breeze is good for a solid performance against
anyone he gets in the ring with and is still an awesome gatekeeper to get
into the NXT main event. This wasn’t a classic or anything but for a
quick match to further establish Joe as a player in NXT, this did
everything it needed to.

Finn Balor is ready for Apollo Crews, who has beaten everyone he’s
fought. He hasn’t fought Finn Balor though, and Crews isn’t becoming
champion next week.

Overall Rating: B. Another week and another efficient use of NXT’s time.
They did everything they needed to do this week and set up the non-
Takeover big show next week with Crews getting his title shot. It’s
probably too early for him to have a major shot at Balor but it’s still
cool to see the champ in action. Good show here, as is definitely the
standard for this promotion.

Results

Emma b. Shazza – Emma Lock

Jason Jordan/Chad Gable b. Tommaso Ciampa/Johnny Gargano – Grand
Amplitude to Ciampa

Nix Jax b. Kay Lee Ray – Legdrop

Samoa Joe b. Tyler Breeze – Koquina Clutch

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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The  Open  Challenge  Was
Answered By……
A  surprise….. …….AND HIS NAME IS ALBERTO DEL RIO!!!!  As
managed by none other than Zeb Colter.  This is quite the
surprise but why not.

NXT  –  October  21,  2015:
Weeks, Not Half Hours
NXT
Date:  October 21, 2015
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Rich Brennan, Corey Graves, Byron Saxton

We’re in the fun times for NXT now as they’re a long way off from
starting the build to the next Takeover so we might have another big card
in the middle, meaning it’s time for some fun TV. Apollo Crews is the new
#1 contender to Finn Balor’s NXT Title but tonight we’ve got a former TNA
World Champion debuting. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the battle royal with Crews last eliminating
Baron Corbin for the win. That was quite the star making performance but
I still don’t have much of a connection to him. That’s the same thing I
said about Finn Balor though and that turned out quite well.

Opening sequence.

Asuka vs. Billie Kay
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Kay now has a full entrance so there seems to be some plans for her. We
also get a quick inset promo from Kay where she says she’s been around
the world and has some long legs. So Stacy with an accent. Fans: “YOU
KILLED DANA!” Billie’s early cheap shot doesn’t work but she grabs a nice
delayed vertical suplex for two. She goes after Asuka’s arm but Asuka
comes right back with the rapid fire offense. A forearm just ticks Asuka
off and there’s a cross armbreaker on Kay. Fans: “ARMBAR!” Kay makes the
ropes so Asuka gives her a German suplex, followed by the Asuka Lock for
the submission at 3:27.

Rating: C+. This was another efficient match as Asuka got to destroy
someone else, but the important thing here is that we now have something
to differentiate Billie. No it’s not much, but she’s Australian and has
long legs. If nothing else it’s more focus than she’s got since she
debuted so they’re going somewhere with her. It’s a start and that’s
something everyone needs.

The announcers rave about Asuka.

Video on Baron Corbin.

Tyler Breeze says that Samoa Joe doesn’t get to win the Dusty Classic and
then just go on to be #1 contender. After last week, Breeze isn’t #1
contender but Joe isn’t either. If Joe has a problem with that, he can
come find Breeze because Tyler would love to slice a few pieces of bacon
off of Joe. In case you didn’t get that, he’s saying Joe is fat. I didn’t
know Tyler was a Steiner.

Colin Cassady/Enzo Amore vs. Scott Dawson/Dash Wilder

Cassady says if you come see them this Halloween, you’re knocking on the
wrong door. Dawson (are he and Wilder officially called the Mechanics or
not? I know they’re often called that but has that ever been used in
NXT?) takes out Breeze’s leg to start and we get into an old school
Anderson series of tags as they work over the leg. Dawson grabs a leg
lock and Enzo is in big trouble early on. Cass finally breaks it up with
a kick to the head and Enzo grabs a small package to pin Dawson at 2:24.

Enzo and Colin take a beating post match.



Video on Rhyno.

Breast cancer is bad.

Eva Marie is still in Paris. The NXT fans probably don’t understand
French culture but she’s got a present for us: herself.

Danny Burch vs. James Storm

The fans seem genuinely shocked by this one. The announcers actually
mention Storm’s cup of coffee in the dying days of WCW and treat him like
a huge deal. Fans: “YOU BELONG HERE!” Storm looks the same as he did in
NXT and is good here. Burch pounds him down in the corner and cranks on
the neck, only to have Storm come back with some clotheslines and an
enziguri in the corner.

A running neckbreaker (Storm: “GOODNIGHT!”) sets up a new move where he
looks like he’s loading up a White Noise but spins Burch around into
something like a Russian legsweep for the pin at 1:52. Apparently it’s
called the Eight Second Ride. I’ve heard worse names and this was a good
debut.

Storm does his catchphrase.

Apollo Crews vs. Finn Balor is in two weeks.

Video on Crews where he talks about growing up all over the world and
watching wrestling with his dad. Ultimate Warrior got his attention and
he thought he’d like to do it. Crews starts crying when he talks about
convincing his mom to buy a toy belt they couldn’t afford. Some clips
from Evolve wraps up part one. This helped lay a groundwork for Crews and
that’s more than he’s had so far.

Nia Jax is still here and is back next week.

Alexa Bliss vs. Peyton Royce

Bliss grabs a headlock to start and steps on Royce’s back when Peyton
drops to the mat. It’s off to an armbar from Alexa as the announcers
bicker like morons. The fans chant for Peyton so Alexa pounds her down



and moonsaults into double knees to the ribs. The Sparkle Splash gives
Alexa the pin at 3:15.

Rating: D. Bliss isn’t much in the ring but she can look intimidating
with Blake and Murphy behind her. I don’t think anyone is going to buy
her as a real threat to Bayley but she can be a good hill for Bayley to
climb. Well as good as a 5’1 hill can actually be. Royce could be fine
with some more time and a character.

Post match Bliss says she was made to be Women’s Champion.

Joe vs. Breeze next week.

Rhyno vs. Baron Corbin

They immediately brawl to start and fight to the floor for all of five
seconds. Back in and Rhyno gets the better of it and punches him up
against the ropes, sending Baron out to the floor for a breather. Rhyno
follows him out but gets sent into the post as we take a break. Back with
Baron slowly stomping away and putting on a chinlock to slow things down
even more.

Rhyno fights up and they head outside again with Corbin being sent into
the steps. Back in and a quick suplex gets two for Rhyno, followed by the
spinebuster for the same. The Gore connects for a surprising two (good)
and the fans want one more. Rhyno proves that listening to the fans is a
bad idea as he charges into the End of Days for the pin at 12:29.

Rating: C-. This was fine for a low level TV main event but it’s still
nothing I need to see again. Corbin has been doing the same thing for so
long now and he needs a story other than “Corbin vs. power guy”. Rhyno is
a nice win for Baron, but find something new for him to do already.

Joe says desperation is a very funny thing. Tyler Breeze is the epitome
of a desperate man but Joe knocked him out. Then he had the nerve to call
Joe out. That desperation is going to get him hurt, so Tyler needs to put
in his highlights and make sure his hair is nice and pretty, because Joe
is coming for him. When is the last time you saw a show ending with a
preview for next week like that? That’s a nice old school change of pace.



Overall Rating: B. An hour of story advancement, acceptable wrestling
(mostly) and an old school hype promo to end the show. This continues to
be my favorite show of the week and they keep polishing it more and more
every time. They’ve even set up a few weeks worth of big matches to keep
you coming back. Yeah notice that WWE: they set them up for future shows,
not the next half hour.

Results

Asuka b. Billie Kay – Asuka Lock

Colin Cassady/Enzo Amore b. Scott Dawson/Dash Wilder – Small package to
Dawson

James Storm b. Danny Burch – Eight Second Ride

Alexa Bliss b. Peyton Royce – Sparkle Splash

Baron Corbin b. Rhyno – End of Days

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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