Impact Wrestling Hardcore
Justice 2021: Call It A
Wrestlemania Surprise

Hardcore Justice 2021

Date: April 10, 2021

Location: Skyway Studios, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: D’'Lo Brown, Matt Striker

It's the Impact Wrestling Wrestlemania weekend offering with
the hardcore themed show, as operated by Tommy Dreamer. Now
for once this actually makes sense, though somehow Dreamer is
likely to be main eventing the show as well. The card looks
decent and has been built up on Impact as of late, so it feels
like an actually pay per view. Let’s get to it.

The opening video features Eric Young talking about how he has
a sickness and violence 1is the only cure. Tommy Dreamer has
that same sickness and tonight, Young is willing to provide
the cure for him.

Ace Austin/Madman Fulton vs. TJP/Fallah Bahh vs. Josh

Alexander/Petey Williams

Austin, TJP and Alexander are feuding over the X-Division
Title and got to pick their own partners. Alexander gets run
over by the huge Bahh to start, including getting knocked to
the floor. Back in and Bahh strikes away but Alexander takes
him down by the leg. Williams comes in but gets knocked into
the corner by TJP. A drop toehold lets Williams hit a dropkick
to the back, only to get pulled into TJP’s Octopus variation.
It’s off to Austin, who is taken down for a nasty arm crank
from TJP.

Bahh comes back in and gets caught in the corner for some
shoulders from Fulton. Some double teaming sets up a running
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crossbody to Bahh’s kneeling back for two but Bahh backdrops
his way to freedom. Williams tags himself in to take over on
Austin and it’s back to Alexander for a quick German suplex. A
blind tag brings Fulton back in to side slam Alexander for two
and a big boot lets Austin come back in.

Austin’s spinning legdrop gets two but Alexander pops back up
with a powerslam. Austin kicks him into the corner for the hot
tag to TJP and the pace picks up. There’s a tornado DDT to
Austin and everything breaks down. Bahh crossbodies Fulton
down and the Mamba Splash hits Austin but Alexander tags
himself in to steal the near fall. Williams Sharpshooters
Austin and Alexander ankle locks Fulton but TJP grabs a choke
on Williams at the same time.

Bahh breaks the whole thing up and it’s Fulton having to save
Austin from the Canadian Destroyer. Everything breaks down
again and Fulton cleans house with everyone going down. TJP
knocks Alexander into the corner for a facewash and the
Canadian Destroyer hits TJP. Williams stomps on Bahh’s ankle
and Alexander ankle locks him for the tap at 13:41.

Rating: B-. This was exactly what it should have been with a
hot opener featuring some talented people. The Canadian
Destroyer may have become one of the biggest jokes in
wrestling but there is still a little something special about
Williams using it. This was all about the main trio though and
they could tear the house down at Rebellion. Good stuff here
and they’'re off to a solid start.

Here’s what’'s coming today.

Hernandez vs. Shera

This is a chairs match dubbed Chairly Legal. Dang it why do I
have to love puns? The exchange of shoulders goes to Shera and
he hammers away in the corner. Hernandez gets in a shot of his
own though and the first chair shot goes over Shera’s back.
Some chairs are set up at ringside but Hernandez spends too



much time on the building, allowing Shera to chair him down.
Back in and Hernandez gets in a chair shot of his own and
wedges some chairs in the corner.

Shera goes face first into a chair in the middle of the ring
for two and the big ax handles keep him down. A quick
spinebuster gives Shera two and they head outside with
Hernandez taking over again. Some chairs are thrown in and
Shera manages to superplex him onto the pile for two.
Hernandez is right back up with chair shots of his own but
here is Rohit Raju to blast Hernandez with a chair. A confused
Shera gets the pin at 9:01.

Rating: C. Another not too bad match here with Shera getting a
lot better, mainly due to not having everything focused on
some stupid dance. The chairs were the focal point here and
they didn’t go outside of that, which made enough sense for a
one off match like this. Hernandez is fine in this role and
that is all he needs to be. Not a great match but it fit in
well on a show like this one.

We go to Swinger’s Palace where Chris Sabin and James Storm
aren’t happy with being told to take the night off. XXXL comes
in and can’t get a seat so a match is set up for.well actually
one isn’'t because XXXL gets to sit down. Matt Cardona comes in
to ask what the deal is around here. He says Swinger has been
in wrestling for 150 years so here is Dreamer to it’'s MATCH
TIME. This isn’t Wrestle House...but Dreamer is in charge so
we'’'re having Cardona vs. Swinger in a Crate American Bash.

Doc Gallows vs. Black Taurus

Karl Anderson and Crazzy Steve are here too. Taurus hammers
away to start but misses a crossbody, allowing Gallows to hit
a clothesline to take over. Gallows knocks him down again and
hammers away, including an uppercut to cut off a comeback
attempt. A suplex sets up a chinlock for a bit before a trip
to the floor.



Taurus 1s sent over the barricade and we head back inside for
another chinlock. With that broken up, Gallows hits a bit boot
but Taurus fights up with a shot to the ace. A top rope
clothesline sets up a 619 into a missile dropkick for two on
Gallows. Anderson offers a distraction though and it’'s a
superkick into a chokebomb to finish Taurus at 9:01.

Rating: D+. This was mostly a squash until Taurus had a nice
comeback. I like Taurus a good bit but there is no way he
should be beating Gallows here. That being said, there is only
so much that can be done when Gallows isn’t exactly giving him
much throughout the match. The Brothers are not exactly my
favorite people in Impact and this didn’t do much to change
that idea.

Violent By Design is ready to cure Tommy Dreamer and company.

Matt Cardona vs. Johnny Swinger

Crate American Bash, meaning there is a crate at every corner
with something inside to use. Swinger, with the Swingerellas,
gets rolled up to start and lies about the tights being
pulled. Back up and Swinger hits a strut but needs to hide in
the ropes, allowing Cardona to do his own strut, which will
always work. Some forearms to the back set up a Paul Orndorff
elbow on Cardona and it’'s time to grab the first crate.
Inside...is a framed photo of Scott Hall, which is a call back
to the WCW version of this match because reasons.

Swinger knocks him off the apron and into the barricade for a
breather. Back in and Swinger goes for the second crate but
Cardona takes him down with a jawbreaker. Swinger pulls him
off the ropes though and opens the second crate to find..a rat
trap. Ok that was funny. Cardona gets his knees up in the
corner and adds the middle rope dropkick.

Back up and a collision gives us another double knockdown but
Cardona 1is up first. The third crate has...something Cardona
likes but he doesn’t pull it out. Swinger gets the other crate



and finds some brass knuckles for a big smile. That’s about it
for the smiling though as he charges into Radio Silence for
the pin at 7:53.

Rating: C-. Total comedy match here and there is nothing wrong
with that. Swinger is someone who has gone from a complete
groan to one of the more entertaining things about Impact
Wrestling, which has been a great surprise. I'm guessing the
third crate has some kind of toy or action figure inside,
which would be appropriate for the match, though it does make
me wonder why Dreamer had these things sitting around. Anyway,
this was fine.

Cardona takes the third crate with him.

Flashback Moment of the Week: Rob Van Dam vs. Sabu at Hardcore
Justice 2010. You need this on a taped pay per view? This eats
up nearly ten minutes.

XXXL is having trouble keeping up with James Storm and Chris
Sabin’s drinking.

Here is Sami Callihan to say he tries to help people,
including Trey Miguel. It worked last week and under his
mentoring, Miguel could reach the next level. Passion is about
taking what you want and since Sami wants to be on Hardcore
Justice, he 1is going to be on Hardcore Justice. The open
challenge is on.

Sami Callihan vs. Sam Beale

Beale is Miguel’s student and Sami runs him over to start.
Sami offers him a free shot and then knocks Beale down again.
Beale's face is rubbed into the mat and Sami bites him a bit
before taking it outside. Some right hands have little effect
on Sami, who snaps off a t-bone suplex to drop Beale again.
Back in and Beale rolls him up for two so Sami nails a hard
clothesline. The package piledriver finishes Beale at 4:05.



Rating: D+. This was a storyline advancement rather than a
match and while I'm not a fan of the angle, it’s not like they
spent a lot of time on it. Sami messing with Trey is either
going to result in a big match at Rebellion or them being the
Tag Team Champions. Neither is overly appealing but PLEASE
DON'T MAKE THEM A REGULAR TEAM! Just let them fight and be
done with it already.

We recap Brian Myers damaging Matt Cardona’s eye Jake
Something’s eye. Therefore, it’s a hardcore blindfold match.

Brian Myers vs. Jake Something

Striker: “Look up the last time someone named Jake was in a
blindfold match.” Good grief. They'’'re both blindfolded and
there are weapons at ringside. Myers gets knocked outside
early on and finds a trashcan lid to take Something down. In a
smart move, Myers grabs him by the wrist and then finds
another weapon to hit him in the head. They head back inside
with Myers dropping him again and covering, albeit with Jake
on his stomach.

Back up and Jake manages a sitout powerbomb, followed by some
Scott Hall style shoulders while holding Myers’ wrist. Myers
manages to find the referee and send him into Jake. The
knockdown allows Myers to pull up the mask and hit a low
superkick, which draws out Cardona with the third crate.
Cardona slaps the mat for a distraction and slides Jake the
crate. A shot to the head knocks Myers out and opens the
crate, revealing a bunch of action figures. Jake hits a Boss
Man Slam for the pin at 5:14.

Rating: D+. Another match that wasn’t supposed to be anything
more than a fun idea that advanced a bigger story. In that
regard it worked out well and it isn’t like this is going to
be anything more than that. Cardona vs. Myers is slowly
growing on me and as long as it doesn’t get treated as
anything overly serious, it should work out well. Now give



Jake a new last name and everything gets better.

Tommy Dreamer and his team (Rich Swann/Willie Mack/Eddie
Edwards) are ready for Violent By Design.

Rosemary vs. Alisha vs. Havok vs. Jordynne Grace vs. Susan Vs.
Tenille Dashwood

Weapons match and the winner gets a Knockouts Title shot at
Rebellion. Actually hold on as Su Yung comes out to attack
Susan and we have a replacement. Yung is too much for
Dashwood, who runs off rather than deal with her. Grace
hammers on Alisha in the corner while Rosemary and Havok knock
Young outside. That team lasts all of three seconds before
they knock each other to the floor. Dashwood grabs Grace’s leg
so the chase 1is on, meaning Kaleb With A K almost hits
Dashwood with a frying pan by mistake.

It’s time for the staple gun and Kaleb With A K takes the shot
to save Dashwood. That leaves Havok to legdrop Alisha for two
with Grace making the save. The big staredown goes to Grace,
who cuts off Alisha’s try with a trashcan. Grace plants Alisha
for two with Yung making the save this time as you can see
Susan being taken to the back (only took the referees the
better part of ten minutes to help her). Yung beats on Grace
until Havok comes in with a noose to take her down. Rosemary
gets the Upside Down on Grace and it’s time for little red bag
of thumbtacks.

Alisha hits something like a reverse DDT to drive Rosemary
into them before whipping out a kendo stick (which is dubbed
Kendra). Yung gives Alisha the Mandible Claw to cut that off
and drag her away, which can’t end well. Havok and Grace slug
it out with Havok knocking her down (allowing Striker to get
in the always wrong “they’re all the same height on the mat”)
and going up. Cue Nevaeh to throw powder in Havok'’s eyes
though and Kaleb With A K adds a superkick. Grace is back up
with a Vader Bomb to Havok but Dashwood comes in and steals



the pin at 9:43.

Rating: C-. This started to drag a bit in the middle but
Dashwood winning actually surprised me. It is nice to see her
FINALLY moving up as she has every tool imaginable but for
some reason nothing has clicked yet. The weapons were a pretty
minor part here but hopefully this leads to Yung returning
full time. Susan isn’t working so give us what works better
for a change. Not much of a match, but the right person won.

XXXL is very drunk but still want their match. James Storm
says it’'s time....to play beer pong apparently. Chris Sabin
throws the ball at the cup and knocks it off the table, so
Larry D. offers to show him how it’s done. This misses
completely, with Swinger dubbing him Knuckleball Schwartz.
Storm throws a ball at Larry and the fight is on with Storm
and Sabin standing tall, allowing Storm to drop a ball in the
cup for the win. Swinger panics because he forgot to pay for
his insurance.

Deonna Purrazzo talks about how important Jazz is but her time
has passed. Tonight Purrazzo will prove that and it is title
VS. career.

Knockouts Title: Deonna Purrazzo vs. Jazz

Jazz is challenging with her career on the line. An early
spinwheel kick gives Jazz two and she starts in on the arm.
That'’s fine with Purrazzo, who catches her with an arm snap
across the top rope. The armbar is on but Jazz gets in an
elbow to the face, only to get pulled into a Downward Spiral
for two. Purrazzo stays on the arm and ties Jazz’'s limbs
around the bottom rope for a change of pace. Some kicks put
Jazz on the floor so she has to pull herself back in, allowing
Purrazzo to stomp away some more.

They head outside with Purrazzo hammering away until Jazz runs
her over. It’s time to throw in some weapons and they head
inside again, with Jazz nailing the snap jabs. An X Factor



gets two but Purrazzo goes after the arm again to take over.
The title is brought in but Purrazzo pulls it away and chairs
her down. A DDT onto the chair gives Jazz two and frustration
is setting in. Jazz can’t get a double chickenwing so Purrazzo
snaps off an exploder suplex. The Queen’s Gambit retains the
title at 13:08.

Rating: C+. They were going for the big, emotional moment here
and came pretty close to nailing it. Jazz might not be the
biggest legend of all time but she has wrestled everywhere and
done pretty well for a long time, so it is more than ok to
give her something like this. Solid enough match too, making
this feel like a good co-main event.

Post match Purrazzo leaves and Jazz gets the big sendoff, with
Jordynne Grace coming in to thank her. This would be a lot
better if Striker would shut up about Mama calling on the
Louisiana wind and her children always waiting. Just...stop
talking sometimes man.

Tommy Dreamer has been attacked so the main event will be 4-3.

Eddie Edwards/Willie Mack/Rich Swann vs. Violent By Design

This a Hardcore War, meaning WarGames (minus the cage) with
two men starting for three minutes and the team who won a coin
toss (Violent By Design) sending in another man after two
minutes. Two minutes later, the other team evens things up.
Once all eight are in, it is the first fall to win with No DQ
of course. Eddie Edwards and Deaner start things off on the
floor as Striker wants Dreamer to come out in the Willis Reed
or Kirk Gibson moment.

They knock each other around on the floor before heading
inside, where Eddie hits a belly to belly suplex. That sends
them back outside..and then get back in, with Eddie hammering
away to take over. The Backpack Stunner connects as time
expires, with Striker, who read the rules earlier, not being
sure who has the advantage. Rhino is in to make it 2-1 and the



slow beating is on. Brown talks about how Rhino has changed,
to the point where Rhino won’t even speak to him.

As I try to imagine Brown and Rhino as a team with Rhino doing
the head shake, Willie Mack, with Kenny and a chain (which
Striker thinks sounds like a country song) comes in to even
things up. The good guys take over with various weapons shots,
including a toaster (Brown: “I love French toast.”) until Joe
Doering comes in to make it 3-2.

Edwards and Mack jump the monster but he knocks both of them
down at once without much trouble. Deaner puts Mack’s hand in
the toaster and bends it back until Rich Swann is in to even
it up. Swann cleans house, including kicking Doering low, with
a handicap parking sign. With Violent By Design down, Swann
and Edwards set up a table at ringside as Eric Young comes in
to complete the villains.

Young brings in a hockey stick to beat on people in various
painful ways until the countdown is on and....Trey Miguel evens
things up with a golf club. Miguel gets in Doering’s face and
gets crushed with a crossbody, which has Striker 1loudly
thanking God for Doering. Deaner beats on Mack but gets caught
with Swann’s handspring cutter. Rhino Gores Swann through a
table in the corner for two, meaning it’s time to go to the
corner.

The Tower of Doom plants everyone but Doering, who puts Eddie
on a table outside. Miguel gets up with a top rope Meteora to
drive Doering through Eddie through the table though, leaving
Mack 3-1 inside. Rhino is sent outside and a pop up Downward
Spiral gets two on Doering with Young making the save. Young
is back up with the piledriver to finish Mack at 20:25.

Rating: C+. This was pretty good but felt a bit like the hold
house show versions of WarGames in the NWA days. Yeah it’'s a
big, violent match but don’t expect anything taken to the next
level. Miguel coming in to replace Dreamer was a surprise and



Dreamer not getting the spotlight was nice. They did well
enough for a main event here, but it’s no classic, at least
partially due to Striker’s odd obsession with Doering.

Overall Rating: C. I'm not sure how much more you were
expecting from a hardcore themed show over Wrestlemania
weekend. It advanced some stories and gave us a few good
moments with some talented wrestlers. For $10, that'’s about
all you can ask for and it worked out as well as could be
expected. Nothing worth seeing on here, but if you throw it
on, you won’'t have the worst time.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Bound For Glory 2019: The Key
Is Timing
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Bound For Glory 2019
Date: October 20, 2019

Location: Odeum Expo Center, Villa Park, Illinois
Commentators: Don Callis, Josh Matthews

It’s the biggest night of the year and that could mean a lot of things
this time around. The main event will see World Champion Brian Cage
defending the title against Sami Callihan in a match that was made
personal when Callihan attacked Cage’s wife Melissa Santos. In addition,
we have Ken Shamrock returning to the ring to face Moose because...star
power I guess? Let get to it.

A very small production snafu means we hear applause and cheering for the
FBI copyright warning. That intellectual property fan base needs their

own wrestling show.

The opening video is a standard set of clips of tonight’'s matches. The
song has the lyrics “we’re here for the glory” (or something close to it)

over and over for a nice touch.

Call Your Shot Gauntlet

It’s a twenty person Royal Rumble with one minute intervals but the last
two have a regular match with the winner getting a title shot against the
champion of their choice. Eddie Edwards is in at #l..and we lose the Fite
TV signal for several minutes. With that out of the way, we come back
with Eddie both members of Reno Scum (Luster the Legend and Adam
Thornstowe), including a dropkick to Thornstowe..as the signal goes out
again.



Back with Eddie getting stomped down in the corner and Cousin Jake coming
in at #4. The pseudo tag match breaks out until Rohit Raju is in at #5.
Raju gets to clean house for probably the first time ever...and Joey
freaking Ryan is in at #6. I mean, the graphic says Cody Deaner but close
enough. He offers Jake and Scum the chance to touch it so everyone beats
him up, with Luster trying a low blow knee drop for the expected result.
Joey chains them together to to flip everyone at once (just go with it),
including a double elimination of Raju and Jake.

Havok is in at #7 and grabs Joey by the throat for a chokeslam. Everyone
else gets beaten up for a bonus and it’s Rosemary in at #8. That means
Joey needs some oil down his trunks so he can offer both women to touch
it. A double clothesline puts him down and it’s Madman Fulton in at #9 to
clean house again. Rosemary and Havok are both put out and Thornstowe

follows them.

Ryan gives Fulton the lollipop and gets tossed with ease as Cody Deaner
is in at #10, giving us Eddie, Luster, Fulton and Deaner. Fulton gets rid
of Deaner in a hurry so here’s Cody Deaner at #11, though he stays
outside to pose instead of facing Fulton in a smart move. Jordynne Grace
is in at #12 and gets to clean house, including a German suplex to Fulton
(albeit with the assist of an enziguri from Eddie). Swoggle, who is
getting as required as Tommy Dreamer, is in at #13.

Swinger gets in as well and spanks Grace, earning himself a quick
ejection. Kiera Hogan is in at #14 as they’re flying through these
entrances. Swoggle tries to go behind Kiera and gets danced at, earning
herself a quick elimination from Grace. Raj Singh is in at #15 as Luster
is eliminated to keep the ring fairly empty. Tommy Dreamer is in at #16
and I begin to sigh. Biting and spitting ensue but Fulton takes him down
with choking in the corner. Kylie Rae (hometown girl) debuts (more or
less) at #17 and is very happy to be here, as is her custom.

Dreamer throws out Raj, poses, and gets dumped by Fulton. Fallah Bahh is
in at #18 and catches a diving Fulton in a Samoan drop. Sabu is in at #19
and brings in a chair so he can slip on Air Sabu for old times’ sake. The
chair bounces off of Eddie’s face and the tornado DDT makes it worse.
Shera is in at #20 to clean house, giving us a final group of Eddie,



Fulton, Grace, Rae, Bahh, Sabu and Shera for quite the motley crew.

Shera gets rid of Rae, Grace and Sabu in a hurry to clear out a lot of
the ring and leave Eddie against the three monsters. They pair off with
Shera getting rid of Bahh so it’s Shera and Fulton taking turns throwing
Eddie around. Eddie gets up for a blindside clothesline to eliminate
Fulton as the referee comes down to make it a regular match. Fulton
chokeslams Eddie onto the apron for a parting gift, only to have Eddie
hit the Boston Knee Party for the fast pin on Shera at 33:02.

Rating: D+. This was thirty minutes of “hi I'm here and now I'm out”,
followed by a one on one segment that lasted about thirty seconds. It
felt like an excuse to get everyone on the show and really would have
been better served as a pre-show match than the first thing on the pay
per view. It was one entrance after another with no story to be seen and
that’s not a great way to start things off. Eddie winning makes sense and
it went by quickly, but not the best choice in an opener.

We run down the card you’ve already paid to see.

Brian cage and Melissa Santos arrived earlier. Cage immediately demanded
that the World Title match now be No DQ.

We recap the Knockouts Title match. Taya Valkyrie is the longest reigning
Knockouts Champion of all time and Tenille Dashwood is the newest big
challenger to come after the title. And that'’s about it.

Knockouts Title: Taya Valkyrie vs. Tenille Dashwood

Dashwood is challenging and Taya has John E. Bravo, dressed as the Joker,
with her. Taya jumps her to start and we get going in a hurry. A suplex
gets Tenille out of trouble but Taya sends her hard into the corner to
take over again. Taya misses a charge though and gets neckbreakered over
the middle rope, meaning it’s time for a Bravo distraction so Taya can
trip Dashwood up.

Back in and Dashwood’s Fujiwara armbar is broken up in a hurry as
commentary talks about Taya’'s first ever match being against Dashwood.
The far too early slugout goes to Dashwood and she gets two off a high



crossbody. Taya rolls her up into the corner though and hits the running
knees to rock Dashwood again. A sitout powerbomb out of the corner gives
Dashwood two more and they head to the apron for the sole purpose of

doing a high impact move on the apron.

Taya hits a rather safe looking package piledriver to send Dashwood
outside but she’s fine enough to slam Taya off the top. Taste of Tenille
connects and sets up the Spotlight kick, only to have Bravo pull them to
the ropes. The distraction lets Taya bring in a chain but Dashwood takes
it away and throws it into the crowd. Another Spotlight kick misses
though and the Road To Valhalla retains the title at 11:50.

Rating: C. That's about what I expected as they were doing the kind of
match that doesn’t exactly have a fire but is technically fine. Taya
retaining the title is fine enough as there are several women gunning for
the title and Dashwood just kind of showed up and got the big title shot.
It’s smart to go with someone else for the title change, though at this

point I'm waiting on Gail Kim to show up again.

Rhino and Rob Van Dam are ready to win the Tag Team Titles. A Gore or a

Van Daminator is promised.

We recap the Tag Team Title match. Rich Swann/Willie Mack beat LAX in
their last match and Rob Van Dam/Rhino aren’t happy that the North got
rid of LAX so we’re hitting that triple threat title match.

Tag Team Titles: The North vs. Rich Swann/Willie Mack vs. Rob Van
Dam/Rhino

The North is defending. Mack and Alexander start things off with a
shoulder taking Mack down. That's fine with him as he snaps off a
hurricanrana so it’s Page and Swann coming in for their turn. A 619 to
the ribs into a slingshot neckbreaker into something close to Rolling
Thunder gets two on Page, so he flips Swann over by the hair. Rhino comes
in instead and takes over on Page in the corner but an Alexander
distraction lest the champs take over.

The spinebuster plants Page though and the too early to be a hot tag
brings in Van Dam to kick away. The spine legged moonsault hits Page for



two and there’s a monkey flip to Alexander. Swann tags himself in and
kicks Alexander in the head but another cheap shot from the apron puts
Swann in trouble for a change. A backdrop nearly turns Swann into a 450

and it’'s back to Alexander for some forearms into the corner.

The assisted spinebuster is countered into a DDT though and Swann snaps
off a reverse hurricanrana to Alexander. Now the hot tag can bring in
Mack to clean house, including something close to a 3D with Swann playing
Bubba for two on Page. Mack frog splashes him for the same and Rob isn’t
pleased at the move stealing. A series of kicks to the face set up
Alexander’s Regal Roll on Van Dam but Rhino clotheslines Alexander to the
floor.

Mack hits the big flip dive to the floor, leaving Page to super gorilla
press Swann back inside (pretty impressive power display). A powerbomb to
the knee into Page’s Swanton gets two more but the double Neutralizer is
broken up. Van Dam and Rhino come back in and the fans want the Gore.
Rhino loads it up..and Van Dam superkicks him to the floor in a rather
surprising heel turn. More kicks take out Mack and Swann and the assisted
spinebuster to Swann retains the titles at 14:24.

Rating: B-. Pretty bizarre heel turn aside, this was a rather fast paced
tag match with the big spots and pretty much what it needed to be
throughout. Swann and Mack are a good team and will likely get the titles
someday. I'm cool with the North retaining though as they have turned
into a treat to watch. Rhino vs. Van Dam doesn’t sound interesting, but
it’s better than having two ECW feuds at once...I think.

Ace Austin, in a towel, comes in to see Alisha, who isn’t pleased. He
still wants her to celebrate if he wins the title, but she wants him in
more clothes.

We recap Naomichi Marufuji vs. Michael Elgin, which is little more than a
challenge match because Elgin needed something to do and the show needed

a guest star.

Michael Elgin vs. Naomichi Marufuji

Or Marufugi according to the name graphic. Come on with that stuff



people. Neither can hit a chop to start so Marufuji misses some chops and
kicks to get us to an early standoff. Elgin misses a charge in the corner
and gets chopped a bit but he catches a charging Marufuji in a suplex. A
missile dropkick sends Marufuji flying for two and the fans aren’t
pleased with Elgin being in control. They chop it out with Marufuji
knocking him to the floor and hits the big flip dive.

Back in and a running stomp to the head gives Marufuji two but he has to
flip out of a German suplex attempt. Elgin sends him into the ropes and
snaps off the German suplex this time, setting up a Falcon Arrow for two.
They trade kicks to the head and it’s a double knockdown with Marufuji in
the better shape of the two. A sunset bomb to the floor is blocked so
Marufuji superkicks Elgin in the back of the head instead.

Sliced Bread on the floor gets a nine so it’s a top rope stomp to the
back of the head for two (counting in wrestling is weird). There’s a

dragon suplex to drop Marufuji and a discus lariat takes his head off.
Splash Mountain gets two and the shock is strong. Another Sliced Bread

drops Elgin again but Marufuji can’t get him up for a tiger bomb.

Instead it'’s time to slug it out again with Marufuji picking up the
intensity of the strikes to take over. That'’s fine with Elgin, who blocks
a kick and powerbombs him down for two. The buckle bomb into the Elgin
Bomb gets two and Elgin is STUNNED in a great visual. The Burning Hammer
finally puts Marufuji away at 18:04.

Rating: B. Yeah that’'s what you should have been expecting here as they
beat the fire out of each other for the better part of twenty minutes.
Elgin is just such a powerhouse and I've liked Marufuji from the times
I’'ve seen him before. It isn’t the style of wrestling I like most of the
time but for a one off, this was very entertaining.

We recap the X-Division Title match. Jake Crist is champion and is
defending in a five way ladder match because it'’s Bound For Glory.

X-Division Title: Daga vs. Jake Crist vs. Tessa Blanchard vs. Acey Romero

vs. Ace Austin

Crist is defending in a ladder match and the debuting Acey weighs about



4001lbs. Jake gets stared at to start until Ace and Daga superkick Romero
into the corner. Tessa unloads on Crist and hits the suicide dive to the
floor to take him out. She does it two more times, only to have Ace dive
onto both of them. Romero dropkicks Daga, who corkscrew dives over Romero

to take everyone down on the floor.

Tessa and Daga fight over the ladder so Romero dives onto it to..well
really just hurt himself. The ladder is brought in and it’s a Codebreaker
into a Backstabber to put Crist on the floor. Romero comes back in (WAY
too soon) and gets dropped with a cutter. Worry not though as he’s right
back up and bringing in another ladder. Crist hits Romero in the head
with a chair and a kick manages to knock him down. Austin suplexes Crist
off the ladder so Daga makes his own save and beats up Austin for a

bonus.

Tessa is back in with a springboard dropkick to knock Austin outside but
Romero Samoan drops her off the ladder. Daga teeter totters the ladder
into Romero’s face and then bridges it between the ring and the
barricade. Let’s throw in a table for a bonus (and a spot on a Bingo
card) but before it gets used, Romero hits a Tower of Doom onto almost

everyone else.

A powerbomb sends Austin hard into the ladder and Romero teases to climb,
but pulls out another one to climb two at once. Crist breaks that up with
a super cutter, leaving us with Tessa and Daga for the double climb.
Austin shoves both of them down but gets Death Valley Driven by Daga.
That’s not it as Daga hits a running Canadian Destroyer to Crist on the
bridged ladder.

Romero goes up but Tessa shoves the ladder over to DESTROY the table,
with the ladder crashing over the top as well. Tessa is all alone but
here’s the rest of OVE to make the save but Tessa hurricanrana Madman
Fulton into the ladder. Jake is knocked through another table but Austin
hits Tessa with his baton and steals the title at 17;24.

Rating: B. This was a lot of fun as they didn’t waste time setting up
spots and flew from one thing to another. The selling wasn’t around but
when you just ignore it for most of the match, it kind of starts to work



in a weird way. That being said, they have to give Tessa the win at some
point because you can only tease it so many times before the fans stop
caring. They cared here, but I'm not sure how much longer that can
happen. Romero did well here, though you can hear Fallah Bahh crying from
here.

We recap Moose vs. Ken Shamrock. Moose has started disrespecting so
Shamrock (who still looks about 75) is fighting to prove that he’s still
a man and to teach Moose some respect. In other words, it’s football vs.
MMA .

Moose says he has fought some tough men before and has been trained by
Frank Trigg. Frank brags about Moose’s awesomeness and isn’t worried
about the match.

Moose vs. Ken Shamrock

Moose has Trigg with him and is rapped to the ring by someone that most
fans probably haven’t heard of before. Ok so it’s his brother but that
doesn’t make things much better. They stare each other down to start
until Shamrock gets in a headscissors. The armbreaker is blocked with raw
power but Moose bails to the ropes to get out of the ankle lock. Josh
thinks Shamrock isn’t used to rope breaks because Josh isn’t that bright

sometimes.

Shamrock is back up with a freaking suicide dive of all things and
Moose’s chops just annoy him. A poke to the eye works a bit better but
Shamrock backdrops him onto the ramp. Shamrock gets posted though and
they’re both already holding their backs. Moose throws him back in but
Shamrock is right back with a slingshot dive. Trigg’s distraction lets
Moose kick the leg out, allowing Moose to cut off a turnbuckle pad.

Neither guy is going head first into the buckle so Shamrock goes with a
belly to belly into the ankle lock. The referee gets bumped (well duh)
and Moose gets in a low blow (bigger duh). Moose declares himself the
World’'s Most Dangerous Man and swings a chair but Shamrock reverses into
the ankle lock again. Trigg comes in for the save so Shamrock punches him
down and grabs ankle lock. This time Moose rolls him into the exposed
buckle and hits the spear for the pin at 10:49.



Rating: C. Given what I was expecting, this was quite the nice surprise.
It still wasn’t very good but Shamrock didn’t come close to embarrassing
himself and that’s what mattered. Moose winning was the only option they
had and they didn’'t do anything stupid. Call this the surprise of the
show and that'’s a good thing.

They’re back on pay per view in January with Hard To Kill.

We recap Sami Callihan vs. Brian Cage for the World Title. Sami has
attacked both Cage and Cage’s wife but it isn’t the Sami he wanted the
world to see. It’s the one that the world made come out though and he’s
going to cripple Cage to win the title. Sami has turned into an awesome
guy that you want to see get crushed.

Impact Wrestling World Title: Sami Callihan vs. Brian Cage

Cage (in Wolverine gear) is defending and it’s No DQ. As you might
expect, Cage isn’t wasting time and they go straight to it with Callihan
spitting in his face for reasons of general insanity. Callihan flips him
off and gets taken down for the pummeling. Cage has already busted him
open with a bite to the head and it’s time to rake the cut with a
Wolverine claw. A springboard clothesline sends Cage outside but he’s
right back in for a dive to drop Callihan.

Cage isn’t done and hits a big running flip dive but Callihan blasts him
with a chair to the back to take over. That'’s shrugged off as well for a
toss powerbomb into the post because Cage can do that. Callihan manages
to set up two chairs at ringside but gets dropped onto a table. Cage puts
part of the barricade onto the chairs, only to get Cactus Specialed
through it for his efforts. Fans: “THAT WAS MURDER!”

Back in (for a change) and Sami even mocks the Terminator clap before
kneeing/kicking Cage in the face. Cage pops right back up with the apron
superplex and there’s a release German suplex. A pumphandle faceplant
gets two on Callihan, who is right back up with a suplex for two more.
The hanging piledriver gives Callihan the same, only to have Cage snap
off an F5.

The bent barricade is brought inside but Callihan bites him in the face



and gets in a low blow. A running powerbomb into the barricade gives
Callihan two more..and it’'s thumbtacks time. The Cactus Special onto the
tacks gets one and Callihan knows it’'s time to die. Cage powerbombs him
onto the tacks and hits the Drill Claw to retain at 16:35.

Rating: B+. I had a great time with this one as they didn’t bother going
with a wrestling match, as they certainly didn’t need to. Cage should
have been out for blood here and that’s exactly what he did, making the
whole thing the violent carnage that it needed to be. They did what they
should have done here and that means a lot in a match that was built
around pure violence. Cage is a monster when he’s on and that was the
case here, which means whoever takes the title is going to look like a
giant killer.

Post match Melissa Santos comes out to celebrate with Cage to end the

show.

Overall Rating: B. Once we got past that opener (and the streaming
issues, which were only an issue at the start) and a not that good
Knockouts match, this turned into a heck of a show with a little bit of
everything. I'm both surprised and not surprised though, as Impact tends
to do much better on their pay per views, though the build for this show
(outside of the main event) has not been good. They had a big show at the
right time and if they can keep that up, AXS TV could bring a lot of
positive things. Anyway, very solid show here and worth checking out,
especially if you skip the opener.

Results
Eddie Edwards won a gauntlet match last eliminating Shera
Taya Valkyrie b. Tenille Dashwood — Road To Valhalla

The North b. Rich Swann/Willie Mack and Rob Van Dam/Rhino — Assisted
spinebuster to Swann

Michael Elgin b. Naomichi Marufuji — Burning Hammer

Ace Austin b. Acey Romero, Tessa Blanchard, Jake Crist and Daga — Austin
pulled down the title



Moose b. Ken Shamrock — Spear

Brian Cage b. Sami Callihan — Drill Claw

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB's Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

