Smackdown - July 28, 2006:
The Stephanie Just Had A Baby
Show

Smackdown

Date: July 28, 2006

Location: Joe Louis Arena, Detroit, Michigan
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’'re done with the Great American Bash and the big story
coming out of the show is King Booker defeating Rey Mysterio
to end one of the weakest World Title reigns in recent memory.
It would seem that all roads now lead to Summerslam in about a
month and Booker is going to need a challenger. Let’'s get to
it.

Here is the Great American Bash if you need a recap.

We look at Chavo Guerrero costing Rey Mysterio the World Title
at Great American Bash.

Opening sequence.

Mr. Kennedy vs. Batista

Bash rematch after Kennedy’s head was busted open so badly
that his skull was visible (geez). Batista isn’t having any of
this arm stuff from Kennedy, who is shoved into the corner
early on. Kennedy gets shoved away again and Batista hits the
shoulders to the ribs. Back up and Kennedy starts in on the
leg to take over, including cranking away on the mat. They
head outside for the brawl, where Batista clotheslines the
post by mistake. Kennedy punches him off the apron though and
it’s another countout to make Kennedy 2-0 against Batista.

Rating: D+. These wins against Batista aren’t exactly game
changers but they are doing something for Kennedy. Just having
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him out there in the ring with Batista and not getting
destroyed is going to do something for him and that’s the kind
of thing WWE can use. Batista isn’t even getting beaten so
much as losing so it is quite the efficient use of both guys.

Tonight: King Booker is crowned King of the World.

Wrestlemania is coming to Detroit on April 1 and WWE had the
press conference to prove it.

Vito vs. Simon Dean

Earlier today, Vito walked around in the dress. Dean jumps him
to start and hammers away as JBL plugs his FOX show and makes
various jokes about Cole and Vito. The chinlock doesn’t last
long as Vito fights up and hits a suplex (with the blurring
starting up as the dress comes up). The attempted use of the
Simon System bag doesn’t work so it’'s the implant DDT to drop
Dean. Vito armbars him for the win.

Rating: D. I'm not sure how much longer Vito can keep doing
this but it’s not exactly thrilling stuff. It’s bottom of the
barrel material and I can’t imagine anything really coming
from 1it. That being said, 1t does help that they aren’t
treating it as anything more than comic relief and they’re in
and out in a hurry most weeks.

Rey Mysterio won’t talk about Chavo Guerrero because he wants
the World Title back in tonight’s rematch.

Tatanka vs. Sylvan

Yes, this is the best they can think of for their TV time
after Vito in a dress. Tatanka kicks him into the corner to
start and slaps on a headlock as JBL makes Bingo/casino jokes.
A thumb to the eye lets Sylvan send him shoulder first into
the post and it’'s time to work on that arm.

Back up and Tatanka misses a charge into the corner, allowing
Sylvan to grab a belly to back for two. That's about it for



the offense as Tatanka hits a backdrop and the chops,
including the top rope chop to the head. The Papoose To Go
only gets two (that’s a rare one) so Grenier goes after his
tomahawk. Since the referee doesn’t want potential murder in
his match, he takes it away, allowing Grenier to hit a low
blow. The TKO finishes Tatanka.

Rating: D. So that happened. I'm not sure what they’re going
for this with this show and having people like Sylvan, Vito
and Tatanka getting back to back matches isn’t the best way to
get the energy going. On top of that, the match actually got
some time to really hammer in the troubles, though that might
be due to a stereotypical Native American vs. an ambassador in
2006.

Post match, Grenier throws Tatanka’s headdress on the floor
to, hopefully not at least, keep things going.

Michelle McCool vs. Jillian Hall

Kristal and Ashley are the seconds. Michelle doesn’t seem to
think much of Jillian’s looks as JBL loses it over Cole
talking about athleticism, suggesting that Vito and Cole head
to a bar together. Jillian hammers away in the corner and hits
a crossbody. McCool’s face is put into Jillian’s chest (JBL:
“If she had done that move with me, I wouldn’t have had to
fire her.” Hall misses a running flip legdrop and Michelle
grabs a rollup with feet on the ropes for the fast pin.

Chavo Guerrero joins us on the Titantron to say that he only
owes Rey Mysterio an explanation. He’ll be here next week to
explain the true meaning of a Guerrero.

It's time for King Booker’s coronation, including trumpeters,
a flower girl, a red carpet, and a carriage to bring Booker
and Booker and Queen Sharmell to the ring. Balloons fall and
it takes a long time for the two of them to get in the ring.
Booker handles his own introduction but here’s Rey Mysterio to
seated senton him through the throne. A 619 drops Booker as



well and referees finally break it up.

William Regal and Finlay argue a bit about their rematch
tonight, but they both seem to be looking forward to the
fight.

US Title: Finlay vs. William Regal

Regal is challenging in a rematch from the Bash. Finlay takes
him down by the leg and stomps on the finger a few times. A
sunset flip doesn’t work for Regal as Finlay sits on his chest
and grabs a chinlock. Finlay sends him face first into the
apron but Regal is right back with a catapult into the post.
Back in and Regal grabs his own chinlock, followed by a suplex
for a few near falls. The exploder suplex gets three two
counts in a row but here’s the Leprechaun to go after the
turnbuckle pad. The referee fixes it, allowing the Leprechaun
to hit Regal low. A rollup with trunks retains Finlay’'s title.

Rating: C. It wasn’t what they did on Sunday but it wasn’t
supposed to be. This was about two people beating the heck out
of each other until the rather busy ending. What mattered here
was having the Leprechaun get involved again and they had a
nice fight cut off in a hurry. Finlay retaining was fine too,
as it’'s not like he should be losing anytime soon.

Raw Rebound.

It’s time for the Diva Search girls to play musical chairs.
Miz, who rather misses Maryse, handles getting rid of the
chairs. JT wins as I miss the days of Eugene running Raw and
having people like Flair, Lawler and Stacy in the same game.

Paul Heyman comes in to see Teddy Long, who he wants on ECW
next week. Long can even bring a Smackdown wrestler to face
Big Show. That's fine with Long, who picks Batista, which
Heyman didn’t expect.

The debuting Elijah Burke introduces Sylvester Terkay.



Matt Hardy vs. Sylvester Terkay

Terkay takes him down and hammers away as JBL lists off
Terkay’s MMA/amateur credentials. An armbar sets up a belly to
belly for two on Hardy and Terkay backfists him in the head.
Another armbar makes Hardy tap in a hurry. Terkay looked good
in a short burst.

Smackdown World Title: Rey Mysterio vs. King Booker

Booker, with Queen Sharmell, is defending. Rey gets hammered
into the corner to start but a sunset flip sets up a basement
dropkick to rock the king. It’s too early for a 619 though as
Booker bails to the floor and we take a break. Back with Rey
slugging away in the corner and hitting a dropkick to the
floor.

Rey misses a dive to the floor and the knee is banged up in
the process. The sidekick lets Booker hammer away at the mask,
followed by a side slam to cut off the comeback. We hit the
armbar on Rey but he’s back up with a headscissors. Three
Amigos have Booker down but here’s Chavo Guerrero to pull Rey
off the apron. Rey is sent into the barricade and the ax kick
retains the title.

Rating: C. This was just a quick way to get something in for
the sake of writing off the rematch and getting it out of the
way. They did almost the same ending as Sunday, minus about
fifteen minutes of setup. That isn’t exactly a great way to
go, but it is the necessary step to take to get things to
Summerslam.

Overall Rating: D. I'm going to write this one off as the
Stephanie Just Had A Baby Show, because this was a mixture of
rematches from the pay per view (with rather similar
finishes), the nothing lower card stuff and musical chairs.
Assuming that is what happened, this was just a one off
misfire, but if not then we could be in for a rather long next
few months.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB's Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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IMG Credit: WWE
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It’s the go home show for Vengeance and that means we can finally start
looking forward to Great American Bash next month. Last week’s main event
saw Bobby Lashley beat King Booker in what could be seen as either an
upset or the expected result, which isn’t something you get to see every
day. Other than that, it’s probably going to be a bad night for Rey
Mysterio. I don’'t know what he’s doing, but I figure it’s the safe bet.
Let’'s get to it.

Here are last week'’s results if you need a recap.

We recap Lashley beating King Booker last week.
Opening sequence.

Miz welcomes us again and runs down the card, including Mysterio

defending against Mark Henry.

Tag Team Titles: Paul London/Brian Kendrick vs. Mexicools

The Mexicools are challenging and we see Psicosis walking out on Super
Crazy last week during their match against Great Khali. They have another
quick argument over who gets to start with London, with Psicosis coming
in and getting his arm cranked a bit. London hits a springboard armdrag
and a crossbody gets two. Crazy comes in and loads up his half of a
rolling flip that the team usually does but Psicosis drops an elbow
instead.

Kendrick comes in and flips out of a few armdrag attempts (JBL: “Now
that’s like the APA vs. the Road Warriors!”) before grabbing an Octopus
Hold. That doesn’t sit well with Psicosis, who yells at Crazy and then
comes in, only to allow the tag off to London without much effort. London
manages a top rope double stomp to the back of a standing Psicosis (cool)

and the champs start working on the arm.

London gets two off a suplex but Psicosis gets up and staggers over to
the corner for the hot tag to Crazy. House is cleaned in a hurry and
London dropkicks Kendrick by mistake. Crazy goes up for the moonsault but
Psicosis tags himself in, only to miss a Swanton (top rope spinning
legdrop according to Cole), allowing Kendrick to steal the pin to retain.


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2020/11/14/smackdown-june-16-2006-more-waiting-for-batista/

Rating: C. This was much more about telling the story about the Mexicools
imploding and given the video that aired before the match, that isn’t
exactly surprising. I'm not sure if they really needed to be split up,
but that has never stopped WWE before. It’'s not like the Mexicools were
going to get the titles in the first place, so maybe there is something
else for them to do on their own. That isn’t likely going to happen, but
it’s an idea at least.

Post match Crazy jumps Psicosis and beats him down before leaving on his

own.
We look at Mark Henry beating Rey Mysterio last month.
Batista is back in 14 days.

Tatanka vs. Simon Dean

Before the match, Dean rants about how Tatanka’s people ripped him off at
a casino last week for $150, so tonight, just like when the Pilgrims
landed at Mount Rushmore, those people sold Manhattan for $24 worth of
beads and wigwams. ALl the Indians got was Indiana and...Tatanka slugs
away before we can hear about the Germans bombing Pearl Harbor. Tatanka
starts fast with the chips and the Papoose To Go but here’s Great Khali
to wreck them both as the referee bails for the no contest.

Khali destroys both of them and even throws in the arm folding pin ala
Undertaker.

We look at Mark Henry breaking into a cage to destroy Batista.

Finlay vs. Gunner Scott

Before the match, Finlay kicks some beer cans under the ring, which seems
to be some foreshadowing. Gunner goes straight at him to start but gets
knocked down in a hurry. Finlay hammers away and drops an elbow, followed
by the chinlock. Back up and Finlay dives into a raised boot, meaning the
comeback can be on.

Scott elbows him in the face but Finlay gets in a neck snap across the
top rope. It’s leprechaun time but Finlay grabs the shillelagh before he



can swing it. That makes the leprechaun bite Finlay’s hand so Finlay
shoves him back underneath the ring. Finlay uses the distraction to get
in a shillelagh shot for the win.

Rating: D+. I'm not sure what to make of Scott, who is still going up and
down almost every week. I can appreciate trying something with someone
new though and if it works out in the end, good for them. That being
said, Scott isn’t exactly jumping off the page most weeks and he still
doesn’t have that big win or even a moment to get him to the next level.
It isn’t too late for him to save him, but he needs to do something
already.

Vito, still in the dress, hits on Ashley, who leaves with him but doesn’t
seem thrilled.

Sylvan wants you to come to Quebec. It sounds better than watching him

every week.

Chavo Guerrero talks about how worried he is over Rey Mysterio facing
Mark Henry. We see Henry destroying Chavo last week but, despite being in
pain, Chavo still picks Rey to retain.

Henry doesn’t care how many Guerreros are in Mysterio’s corner. He talks
about all of the bones and tendons he has broken. Batista, Chris Benoit,
Kurt Angle and Chavo Guerrero know how that feels and tonight, Mysterio
will too.

JBL is thrilled with the idea of Mysterio being in such pain.

King Booker vs. Bobby Lashley

Non-title again and William Regal is here to All Hail King Booker. He
doesn’t All Hail Queen Sharmell but she’s here too. Lashley’s taped up
knee doesn’t get any hailing either. They circle each other to start and
the fans are rather behind Lashley here. Lashley powers him out to the
apron but Booker is right back in with some chops. Some shoulders to the
ribs in the corner have Booker in trouble and it’s time to start in on
Booker’s arm.

Booker isn’t going to stand for that and chops away in the corner but a



big collision puts them both down. Back up and a hot shot puts Lashley
down again, but more importantly it allows the light bulb to go off as
Booker FINALLY starts in on the heavily bandaged knee. Booker cranks on
the leg a bit, only to have the spinning toehold countered into a small

package for two.

That earns Lashley an armbar as Booker isn’t exactly being so smart in
this one. Lashley fights up but gets poked in the eye to slow him right
back down again. The intelligence comes in again with a half crab so
Lashley grabs the rope in a hurry. Regal gets in a cheap shot from the
floor though and Booker’s kick to the face gets two. Cue Finlay to
ringside and we take a break.

Back with Lashley knocking him down for two and then he does it again for
the same. Booker sends him outside though and it’s Finlay getting in a
Shillelagh shot to the bad leg. Back in and the knee is fine enough to
snap off a belly to belly and Booker is sent into the corner. Lashley
unloads with elbows and ax handles, only to get sent face first into the
buckle.

There'’s a shinbreaker to stay on the leg again and we hit the Figure
Four. That’'s turned over for a reversal though and Booker has to let go.
Lashley snaps off a belly to belly into a powerslam so Regal gets on the
apron for a distraction. Sharmell slips in a chair but Lashley takes it
away and cleans house, only to get caught for the DQ.

Rating: C+. The lack of thinking from Booker got annoying at times but at
least they did what they were supposed to do by keeping Lashley looking
strong. Lashley fighting against the odds of the King’s Court is a good
idea and they’re turning Lashley into a bigger star every week at this
rate. The match worked well enough, but they probably could have clipped
a few minutes out of the nearly 21 that they had.

Miz talks about how awesome this show has been but an entrance cuts him
off.

Mr. Kennedy vs. Funaki

Kennedy praises Funaki'’s announcing skills and now the fight is on in a



hurry. Funaki’s arm is wrapped around the post and then stomps away on it
back inside. The armbar doesn’t last long so Kennedy ax handles him in
the chest a few times instead. The Regal Roll sets up the Kenton Bomb for

the fast pin as Kennedy’s inability to pick a finisher continues.
We look at Mark Henry destroying Chris Benoit in May.
Raw Rebound.

Queen Sharmell and King Booker declare that Booker will NEVER face
Lashley again. Teddy Long isn’t buying that though and makes a cage match

for next week.

We cut to commentary after the announcement and JBL looked stunned in a
funny shot.

Batista is still back in 14 days.

Smackdown World Title: Mark Henry vs. Rey Mysterio

Rey is defending and strikes away to start but Henry takes him into the
corner without much effort. Henry unloads in another corner and hits a
splash, only to miss a second attempt. That’s enough to send Henry
outside and Rey hits a big dive from the top as we take a break. Back
with Rey down and Henry slowly kicking away as JBL describes this as the

nightmare scenario of T-Rex having a brain.

The big shoulders in the corner hit Rey’s ribs (and drive him up to other
buckles to make the visual even better). Rey gets in a kick to the leg
but a heck of a clothesline gives Henry two. The bearhug (duh) goes on
until Henry drops him and gives us the way too cocky smile. Rey gets his
feet up in the corner to stagger Henry, who misses the sitdown splash.

There's a baseball slide in the corner and a split legged moonsault gets
two. Henry sends him to the apron but a springboard clothesline gives
Henry two more. The springboard crossbody is knocked out of the air
though and Henry pulls the turnbuckle pad off. The referee goes to fix it
but Henry throws Mysterio into him for the crash.

Cue Chavo with a chair to Henry'’s back, earning himself a shot to the



face. Henry grabs the chair but Rey knocks him into the ropes for the
619. Chavo chop blocks Henry down to make the springboard seated senton
work. With the referee getting up, Chavo throws the chair to Henry as Rey

drops down, which is good enough for the DQ to retain the title.

Rating: C. This could have been way worse and it certainly was the last
time they met. Rey was sticking and moving here and I was starting to
believe it, but then it was Guerrero time again, which has been a problem
since Mysterio won the title. Henry is getting ready for Batista so
thankfully he didn’t get pinned, but at the same time, Rey didn’t pin him
so it’s kind of a wash with Rey escaping as champion again.

Overall Rating: C+. Maybe it’'s building Lashley up or Batista being back
soon but things are starting to look up a bit around here. Mysterio
having a bit of life to him for a change helped too as this show gave you
some hope for the future. It’s not a classic or anything, but after
watching this show and getting more and more frustrated for a long time,

I'll take a decent show with a good bit of enthusiasm.
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