
Ring Of Honor – February 27,
2025: The Guest Stars Do It
Again
Ring Of Honor
Date: February 27, 2025
Location: H-E-B Center At Cedar Park, Cedar Park, Texas
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

Last week’s show featured one match from the CMLL stars and
now we are going to be seeing a bunch more of them. That’s at
least something different from what we usually get around
here, which has been the case in the last few weeks. Other
than that, Chris Jericho is going to need a new challenger,
though I’m not sure if we’ll be seeing that established here.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

We run down the card.

Atlantis/Esfinge/Fuego vs. Euforia/Gran Guerrero/Rocky Romero

Gran kicks Atlantis (62 years old) to start but walks into
some armdrags. Atlantis gets knocked outside so it’s off to
Fuego vs. Romero. Fuego dances a bit, then sends Romero and
company to the floor for some more dancing. Esfinge comes in
for some superkicks and a heck of a monkey flip to Romero. A
springboard  splash  misses  Euforia  though  and  Romero  decks
Esfinge to take over again.

Euforia hits his own springboard splash so Fuego comes in and
gets caught with a package tiger driver for two. Romero and
company triple team Atlantis and Romero goes for the mask,
which seems rather evil for him. Atlantis manages a quick high
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crossbody and Romero hits Guerrero by mistake. Euforia gets
knocked down as well but he comes back up to kick Guerrero by
mistake as well. Fuego comes in to clean house as everything
breaks down. Back in and Esfinge grabs a wacky leg tying
rollup to pin Romero at 7:44.

Rating: B-. The match was the usual fun stuff, though a good
number  of  these  people  have  an  AEW/ROH  background  of
commentary telling us that they’re awesome. That’s the issue
with guest stars like this, as they’re very talented, but I
have little to no idea who some of them are as they’re barely
around here. It’s a nice enough treat though, and it was a
good choice for an opener.

La Catalina vs. Lady Frost

Catalina takes her to the mat to start, which goes to a
standoff. An exchange of quick near falls gives us another
standoff before Catalina scores with a dropkick. The running
hip attack against the ropes gets two but Frost is back up
with  a  running  clothesline.  Frost’s  front  flip  into  a
Cannonball  connects  for  two  and  they’re  back  up  for  an
exchange of forearms.

A German suplex drops Catalina and Frost adds a spinning slam
for two more. Catalina is rocked and a corkscrew dive from the
top gets another near fall. Back up and Catalina sends her
into the corner and comes out with an electric chair drop,
setting up a top rope splash to end Frost at 7:43.

Rating: C+. Frost had a good showing here, though Catalina
seemed to be a bit more smooth out there. If the CMLL stars
are staying around, Catalina getting a one off shot at Athena
would be a fine way to go. It isn’t like there is anyone else
to come after the title at the moment, so see what they have
here.

We look back at Chris Jericho retaining the ROH World Title
over Bandido on Collision.



The Beast Mortos vs. Adam Priest

Priest chops away to start but his sunset flip attempt is
easily blocked. A knee to the leg actually cuts Mortos off and
a middle rope dropkick to the back gives Priest two. Mortos
shrugs it off and hits his big backbreaker into the spinning
piledriver for the pin at 3:17.

Rating: C. It was nice to see Priest get in a bit of offense
but Mortos has a tendency to let everyone get in their stuff.
Mortos  is  someone  who  can  do  quite  a  few  things  against
anyone,  which  is  why  he’s  here  winning  not  quite  squash
matches on Ring Of Honor. Find something better for him to do
already. If nothing else, it might help fill in some of the
empty seats which were very visible during this match (which
was taped in Tennessee rather than Texas).

Infantry vs. Jimmy Wild/Rosario Grillo

Shane Taylor is here with the Infantry. Dean powers Grillo
into the corner to start but Wild comes in for a double
suplex. The Infantry shrugs that off and takes over, allowing
Taylor to talk to the camera. A backbreaker puts Wild down and
a spinning slam drops him again. Wild manages a double DDT but
Bravo cuts off the tag and sends Grillo into the barricade. A
running double stomp finishes Wild at 4:44.

Rating: C. Of all the perfectly watchable Infantry matches
I’ve seen, this was the latest. We’ve seen them do their thing
for months, if not years now, and it’s only so good. As is the
case with so many people in Ring Of Honor, it would be nice to
see them actually do something new or different for a change
but here we are, seeing the same kind of match that we’ve seen
them have for so long.

Blake Christian vs. Fuego del Sol

Christian jumps him during the entrance and takes him outside
for some standing on the head on the barricade. Back in and



Fuego’s rope walk is cut off, allowing Christian to rake his
boot over Fuego’s mask. Christian sends him outside again for
a  dive  but  Fuego  is  back  with  a  kick  to  the  head.  A
springboard  moonsault  gives  Fuego  two  and  a  rope  walk
moonsault DDT gets the same. Christian crotches him on top
though and a super Spanish Fly sets up the Last Chancery for
the win at 5:23.

Rating: C+. I’m not sure what to make of Christian as the most
boring wrestler alive but they’re leaning into it, which helps
quite a bit. As has been the case before though, he actually
needs to do something and move up the ladder but that’s not
how it works around here most of the time. Fuego was almost
squashed here, which is pretty normal for him.

Athena is impressed by Catalina but is sick of people trying
to show up here and take over her show. Next time, Athena
won’t be so nice. They’re set for a title match next week. I
mean,  it’s  not  like  Athena  has  fought  a  bunch  of  random
challengers over and over and could be moved up to AEW already
and put near the top of the women’s division. Because of
course.

Dark Panther vs. Gravity

Panther flips over him to start and grabs an ankle lock as we
look at Komander in the crowd. Back up and Gravity sends him
to the floor for the running flip dive. They get back inside
with  Panther  hitting  a  619,  then  swinging  his  feet  into
Gravity a second time. Back up and they slug it out until
Panther misses a charge in the corner.

A bridging German suplex gives Gravity two but he has to get
to the ropes to escape a Fujiwara armbar. Gravity is sent to
the floor for a suicide dive, followed by another to drop him
again.  A  middle  rope  elbow  misses  for  Panther,  just  like
Gravity’s top rope splash. Panther hits a middle rope basement
dropkick for the pin at 6:47.



Rating: B-. Another entertaining match here with someone who
has  been  here  a  few  times  and  you  might  remember,  plus
Gravity, who hasn’t been around for a year. It’s another match
where there is only so much to get interested in here, which
is a problem with shows like this. And Ring Of Honor in
general.

Atlantis  Jr./Mascara  Dorada/Templario  vs.  Magnus/Soberano
Jr./Volador Jr.

Soberano  and  company  aren’t  interested  in  handshakes  so
Templario  spins  over  Magnus  and  armdrags  him  down.  Some
headscissors let Templario clear the ring, meaning it’s time
for some dancing. Dives take the villains out on the floor and
it’s Dorada coming in with a high crossbody. Dorada clears the
ring and hits a middle rope hurricanrana on Magnus.

Back in and Dorada gets tied in the Tree Of Woe, leaving
Soberano to mock the fans. Atlantis comes in and won’t get in
a  cheap  shot,  earning  himself  a  beating.  Soberano  makes
Atlantis  flip  his  partners  off  and  a  triple  boot  knocks
Atlantis outside. It’s off to Templario, who gets caught in a
rocking horse/Fameasser combination.

Dorada gets beaten up as well and it’s back to Atlantis, who
manages to start the comeback. A monkey flip sends Magnus
flying but Volador hurricanranas Templario out of the corner.
Soberano comes back in to pick up the pace but Templario grabs
a wheelbarrow suplex. Templario spins up, only to get caught
with  a  619  from  Magnus.  Back  up  and  Atlantis  powerslams
Magnus, setting up the top rope splash for the pin at 12:55.

Rating: B. Issues aside with how this doesn’t mean much of
anything  around  here,  this  is  the  kind  of  entertaining
showcase of talent that you do not get to see around here very
often. These are incredibly talented people and they know how
to do this style rather well. If this is the focus of the
show, they could have done far worse for a main event.



Overall Rating: B. I have no idea what to make of this show
anymore. They tried adding in the classic matches and they
added nothing, so now we’re seeing things like the Jericho
Cruise and the CMLL guest stars. There is still nothing to
suggest that TV is coming anytime soon and I can’t say I’m
surprised. The show is just not that interesting and that
shows more and more every time. The guest stars here were fun,
but they’re going to be gone in a week or two and then it’s
back to the same stuff that hasn’t worked for months around
here.

Results
Atlantis/Esfinge/Fuego b. Euforia/Gran Guerrero/Rocky Romero –
Leg trap rollup to Romero
Catalina b. Lady Frost – Top rope splash
The Beast Mortos b. Adam Priest – Spinning piledriver
Infantry b. Jimmy Wild/Rosario Grillo – Running double stomp
to Wild
Blake Christian b. Fuego del Sol – Last Chancery
Dark Panther b. Gravity – Middle rope basement dropkick
Atlantis  Jr./Mascara  Dorada/Templario  b.  Magnus/Soberano
Jr./Volador Jr. – Top rope splash to Magnus

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

 

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Ring Of Honor – February 20,
2025: This Show Takes Time
Ring Of Honor
Date: February 20, 2025
Location: Fort Bend Epicenter, Rosenberg, Texas
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

We’re back on land this week and it’s another somewhat special
episode as we have some guest stars from CMLL. That might not
be  everyone’s  cup  of  tea  but  it  almost  has  to  be  more
interesting than what we usually get around here. Other than
that, we have a Ring Of Honor World Title match on Collision
this weekend so it might be time to hype it up some more.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a Global Wars recap.

Opening sequence.

Wheeler Yuta vs. Fuego del Sol

Yuta jumps him at the bell and starts fast, with a fisherman’s
suplex getting two. A dropkick staggers Yuta but he comes back
with a running clothesline to drop Fuego in a hurry. Yuta
faceplants him and hits a basement dropkick before tying up
the leg. Fuego makes the rope and fights up, setting up a
basement superkick. Yuta ducks something off the top and hits
a running knee for the pin at 3:56.

Rating: C. Pretty much a squash here for Yuta and that still
doesn’t make him overly interesting. Fuego is one of those fun
people who doesn’t win much but isn’t going to be a thing in
AEW so this is about as far as he’s going. I’m not sure what
it says for Yuta to count as star power around here but it’s
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not the best sign.

Post match Yuta grabs a chain and ties Fuego up in a surfboard
for a choke.

Rachael Ellering vs. Abadon

Ellering grabs a headlock to start and gets her hand bitten as
a result. A basement kick to the face cuts Ellering down but
she’s  right  back  with  a  running  elbow  to  the  face.  The
backsplash misses though and Abadon hits an apron legdrop to
take over. Ellering is right back with a suplex and now the
backsplash  connects  for  two.  Back  up  and  Abadon  grabs  a
running cutter, setting up the Black Dahlia for the pin at
4:08.

Rating: C-. There is something missing from Ellering’s matches
and I’m not sure what it is. Granted some of the problem might
be that she only exists to put people over and that isn’t
going to get her very far. At some point she needs to win
something, or the little value that she has is going to go
away rather quickly. Abadon continues to look weird, but there
is a pretty firm ceiling when you’re only around every few
months.

Jacked Jameson is fired up about his potential stable mates,
who interrupt and say the Frat House is now a thing. They
share a drink and give Jameson a hat.

Frat  House/Premiere  Athletes/Mark  Sterling  vs.  Top
Flight/Outrunners/Von  Erichs

The Von Erichs have been gone for six months and the Six Man
Tag Team Titles have been sitting cold since then and they
come back in a random twelve man tag. Because of course.
Darius and Nese start things off with Nese taking him into the
corner so Garrison can come in. That means Dante can come in
for  a  jumping  stomp  to  the  back  as  the  rapid  fire  tags
continue.



Ross kicks Jameson down and Marshall hits a standing moonsault
for two more. Magnum comes in and gets knocked into the wrong
corner so it’s off to Sterling to hammer away. The chinlock
goes on but Magnum fights up, only for the villains to pull
his partners off the apron. Magnum suplexes his way to freedom
and the tag brings in Floyd to clean house. Sterling gets
slammed down to set up the Mega Powers Elbow. Total Recall
finishes Sterling off at 8:53.

Rating: C. The Six Man Titles are coming up on seven months
without a defense but we needed to have the Von Erichs in here
because it’s TEXAS and therefore we need TEXAS wrestlers in
there. Ignore the issue of the Von Erichs really not being
that interesting and the Six Man Tag Team Titles feeling less
than worthless and it’s a bit hard to care about them. The
rest of the people are the usual goons around here, which is
why this match was a Dark Order short of hitting every check
mark in an ROH match.

The MxM Collection celebrates stealing the Tag Team Title
again at Global Wars, despite not winning the belts.

Billie Starkz vs. Hyan

Athena is here with Starkz, who flips out of a wristlock to
start. A German suplex drops Hyan again and a kick to the head
out of the corner does it again. Hyan avoids the Swanton
though and grabs a suplex of her own. Starkz forearms the heck
out of her in the corner though and finishes with an electric
chair slam at 4:00.

Rating: C+. For the love of all things good and holy, tell me
we are not building towards Starkz vs. Athena again. It seems
that’s where we’re going, and my goodness I cannot fathom
having to see that a third time, especially if Starkz finally
beats her. The title has just gone ice cold lately as Athena
has been out of major challengers for so long. The action here
was at least good, which somehow is the best thing so far



tonight.

TV Title: Komander vs. Lee Johnson

Komander is defending and Johnson has EJ Nduka in his corner.
They trade standing switches to start before Komander nips out
of a headscissors for a standoff. A springboard wristdrag is
broken up so Komander sends him outside and moonsaults into a
headscissors. Nduka offers a distraction though and Johnson
drops Komander to take over. Johnson sends him outside for a
bit, followed by a chinlock back inside.

That’s broken up so they head to the apron for a slugout, with
Komander grabbing a running hurricanrana driver. A springboard
moonsault to a standing Johnson connects back inside but it’s
too  early  for  Cielito  Lindo.  Johnson  fights  up  but  gets
dropped with a poisonrana for two. They fight over a suplex
and go out to the floor, where Johnson plants him hard.

That’s not good enough so Johnson rams him ankle first into
the barricade over and over. Back in and Komander unlaces his
boot, allowing Johnson to hit a frog splash. Johnson gets
knocked off the top so Komander dives onto both of them for
the big crash. Back in and Cielito Lindo connects anyway for
the pin to retain at 15:22.

Rating: B-. Yeah it was good, but it still feels like a match
between people who are here because they don’t belong anywhere
else. Komander has been treated like a loser for so long on
AEW TV that it’s hard to care about him being the midcard
champion in the minor league. On the other hand you have
Johnson, who isn’t bad in the ring but keeps losing his big
shots. Fix that and he might be worth something.

Video on Red Velvet.

Gates Of Agony vs. Exodus Prime/Josiah G

A Samoan drop and Open The Gates means a double pin for Kaun



at 1:15. Total decimation.

The World Title match for Collision gets a graphic. Thanks for
bothering.

Barbaro  Cavernario/Hechicero/Soberano  Jr.  vs.  Dark
Panther/Fuego/Sammy  Guevara

Cue the MxM Collection to watch from the stage. It’s a brawl
to start with Guevara’s team being knocked down with a triple
clothesline. Soberano bites Guevara’s boot before Hechicero
pounds away on his head. Guevara gets caught in a triple
flipping slam (I believe BDK used to call it Ragnarok) so he
rolls outside, allowing Fuego to come in.

Hechicero grabs a Rocking Horse and Soberano gets dropped down
with a Fameasser at the same time. Panther comes in and gets
faceplanted, allowing the villains (I guess?) to take him into
the corner. Some tilt-a-whirl backbreaker get Panther out of
trouble  and  we  settle  down  to  Hechicero  vs.  Guevara.  The
latter clears the ring and hits a dive, which counts as a tag
so it isn’t that nuts.

Instead of switching places, Guevara comes back in and hits a
big dive of his own, only for Cavernario to take him down. Now
it’s off to Fuego, who seems confused by Cavernario’s Worm.
Everything  breaks  down  and  Hechicero  is  sent  outside  and
Soberano dives onto Panther. Fuego takes Soberano out with a
dive of his own but Mansoor comes in to hit Guevara with the
belt. Hechicero flips Fuego into a very spinny rollup for the
pin at 12:11.

Rating:  B.  One  match.  Not  the  entire  card  and  not  some
invasion angle that no one was asking to see. It was one match
where the talented CMLL guys got in, did their stuff to pop
the crowd and then got out. That’s WAY more effective than
having them around week after week in some feud that feels
tacked on. Treat these guys as a special attraction, because
they’re good enough to warrant popping in on occasion, which



was the case again here in the best thing on the show.

Post match Hechicero touches tips with the Collection but
Guevara gives Mansoor the GTH. Madden escapes with the belt to
end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This show was a good illustration of why
this series rarely works. So many of the matches either feel
like they’re stretching out something that lasts for a long
time (Athena/Starkz) or is just there to fill in time with
little being gained (pick almost anything on the card) while
the important stuff (the World Title match) is taking place on
another show. There’s nothing interesting to get behind here
and it makes for a very dry show most of the time. The
wrestling isn’t the worst, but I need a reason to care about
these people other than “they have some pretty good matches”.

Results
Wheeler Yuta b. Fuego del Sol – Running knee
Abadon b. Rachael Ellering – Black Dahlia
Top  Flight/Outrunners/Von  Erichs  b.  Frat  House/Premiere
Athletes/Mark Sterling – Total Recall to Sterling
Billie Starkz b. Hyan – Electric chair slam
Komander b. Lee Johnson – Cielito Lindo
Gates Of Agony b. Exodus Prime/Josiah G – Double pin
Hechicero/Barbaro  Cavernario/Soberano  Jr.  b.  Fuego/Sammy
Guevara/Dark Panther – Spinning rollup to Fuego

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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Wrestle Dynasty 2025: A Lot
Of People
Wrestle Dynasty 2025
Date: January 5, 2025
Location: Tokyo Dome, Tokyo, Japan
Commentators: Walker Stewart, Chris Charlton

So it’s time for a bunch of wrestling promotions and Ring Of
Honor to come together and have a big show in Japan. Why? Heck
if I know and AEW basically glossed over the this this week
anyway. It’s basically a big cross promotional show, which can
go in all kinds of directions. Let’s get to it.

Note that I do not follow any of the international promotions
involved with this show. I might know some of the wrestlers,
but I apologize in advance for not knowing history or plot
points.

Pre-Show: International Women’s Cup: Momo Watanabe (Stardom)
vs. Willow Nightingale (AEW) vs. Persephone (CMLL) vs. Athena
(ROH)

The winner receives a Women’s Title shot. Athena and Watanabe
clear the ring to start until Nightingale kicks Watanabe in
the head. Persephone comes in for a Matrix/spider walk but
Athena takes her into the corner for a running shot. Back up
and Nightingale kicks Athena in the face before suplexing the
other  two  at  the  same  time.  The  dives  are  on  to  leave
Nightingale and Persephone as the only two standing, meaning
Persephone hits her own running flip dive.

Back  in  and  Athena  hits  a  middle  rope  Codebreaker  to
Persephone and Nightingale but Nightingale is back up with a
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Pounce. Persephone suplexes Nightingale for two and Athena is
knocked  outside.  Nightingale’s  Death  Valley  Driver  sends
Watanabe into the corner but Athena is back up with the O
Face. Cue Thekla (from Stardom) to pull the referee though,
allowing Watanabe to hit Athena in the head with a club. A
dragon suplex pins Athena at 11:29.

Rating:  B-.  So  we  sat  through  tournaments  and  qualifying
matches and all that other jazz to hype up this match and it’s
on the pre-show for some to be determined title match later?
In theory this sets up Watanabe as Athena’s next challenger
for something of a dream match, though it wouldn’t shock me if
this is barely mentioned in Ring Of Honor. The match was fine,
but it was nothing that AEW hasn’t done a dozen times in the
last few months.

Ring Of Honor Tag Team Titles: Sons Of Texas vs. House Of
Torture

The Sons (Dustin Rhodes/Sammy Guevara) are defending against
Sho/Yoshinobu Kanemaru. Sho shakes Dustin’s hand to start but
holds it in place so Kanemaru can come in to jump him from
behind.  That  doesn’t  last  long  as  Guevara  comes  in  to
moonsault  Sho,  setting  up  Dustin’s  PK  for  two.  Sho  sends
Guevara outside though and Kanemaru gets in a whip to the
barricade.

The turnbuckle pad is ripped off and Dustin is sent into the
exposed steel and it’s back to Guevara. A Boston crab goes on
and Kanemaru steps on one of the titles. An enziguri gets
Guevara out of trouble and it’s back to Rhodes to clean house.
Kanemaru spits some liquid into Rhodes’ face and a moonsault
connects for two. Guevara is back in with a cutter and Rhodes
adds his own liquid (whiskey) to the face. The Final Reckoning
into Guevara’s Swanton retains the titles at 9:27.

Rating: C. This was a gold match between two teams who aren’t
that interesting in the first place. The Sons of Texas haven’t



been interesting since they won the titles and there is a good
chance that they’ll hold the belts until All In Texas, because
TEXAS. There’s nothing to see here but Ring Of Honor had o be
on the because reasons.

The opening video looks at the card in order and does a great
job of hyping the show up.

Casino Gauntlet Match

Non-title and it’s one fall to a finish, meaning there is no
guarantee everyone will get in. Hechicero is in at #1 and
Kosei Fujita is in at #2. They grapple to start and get
nowhere  as  Soberano  Jr.  is  in  at  #3  after  a  very  short
interval. A Rocking Horse/top rope Fameasser hits Fujita and
it’s Master Wato in at #4.

Wato and Soberano go at it until Mascara Dorada is in at #5 as
these entrances are flying. Dorada gets to clean house with
takedowns and dives until Taiji Ishimori is in at #6. A Lethal
Injection hits Dorada and Titan is in at #7 to keep the pace
fast. Titan hits a gordbuster into a kick to the face as IWGP
Junior  Heavyweight  Champion  El  Desperado  is  in  at  #8  to
complete the field.

Everyone runs up the ramp to go after Desperado and they carry
him to the ring for the big beating. Naturally that’s broken
up when someone goes for the cover, meaning it’s time for the
big collection of dives. Wato hits a big running flip dive
onto  the  pile,  with  Dorada  doing  the  same  thing.  Somehow
Desperado is back up but gets pulled into a leg trap choke,
only for Ishimori to steal the pin on Desperado at 16:16.

Rating: B-. This was a bunch of spots and staggered intervals,
which made for a good enough showcase. I do like them getting
that many people on the show at once, even if the only thing
from AEW was the concept. The bit with Desperado was smart and
protects him with the loss, which is perfectly fine. Nice
stuff, though more of a “get them on the card” match than



anything else.

Hiroshi Tanahashi vs. Katsuyori Shibata

This is a grappling match with a five minute time limit. They
fight over a lockup to start until Shibata gets him to the
ropes  for  a  clean  break.  They  chop  it  out  with  Shibata
seemingly getting the better of things and telling Tanahashi
to bring it. The chop exchange keeps going until time expires
at  5:00.  The  whole  match  was  the  long  lockup  and  chop
exchanges  with  a  few  small  moves  in  the  middle.

Rating: C. This wasn’t a normal match and I’m not going to
treat it overly harsh as a result. The idea here was either
something of a tease or just to have the two of them in the
Dome again. That’s perfectly fine and even though it wasn’t a
traditional match, it wasn’t supposed to be some mat classic.

Respect is shown post match.

Rev Pro British Women’s Title/NJPW Strong Women’s Title: Mina
Shirakawa vs. Mercedes Mone

Title for title. Mone takes her into the corner off a lockup
to start before they both miss a few shots, allowing Mina to
dance. The Statement Maker is broken up in a hurry and Mina
bails to the floor, setting up a suicide dive. Mina gets smart
by going after the knee but a quick Meteora gives Mone two.

The knee gets slammed into the mat to cut that off but Mone is
right back with another Meteora. Mina sends the knee into the
mat again and grabs a Figure Four, with Mone going straight to
the ropes. Mone gets in a gutbuster, with commentary pointing
out that it’s kind of stupid. Speaking of stupid, Mone’s knee
is suddenly fine enough to hit Three Amigos, which she has
apparently wanted to do in this building for fifteen years. To
be fair, she hasn’t paid tribute to Eddie Guerrero in what,
four days or so?



Mina hits a super DDT into another Figure Four but Mone is out
again. The Glamorous river gets two but Mone is back with a
pair of Coebreakers for two. A Gory Bomb sets up another
Figure Four but Mone rolls her up for two. The Mone Maker
connects out of nowhere for the pin to make Mone a triple
champion at 14:06.

Rating: C-. I’m sure that Mone is happy that she gets another
title and got to do something in the Tokyo Dome, but there is
only so much to get out of a match built around working the
knee when Mone keeps popping back up. The lack of selling was
nonsense and took me completely out of the match, which didn’t
have the highest drama in the first place. This felt like Mone
was getting to do whatever she wanted and Mina was little more
than a prop to make that happen. Big disappointment here.

David Finlay vs. Brody King

King wastes no time in kicking him in the face to start but
misses a charge into the corner. A Stunner over the ropes lets
Finlay get a breather and he starts in on the leg. Finlay’s
slingshot dive to the floor is pulled out of the air though
and King puts him against the barricade for a huge crash. Back
in and a backsplash connects before King gets to say some bad
words.

They forearm it out on the apron until Finlay has to break up
the hanging sleeper. Finlay hits a big dive off the top but
King is back with a lariat into a powerbomb. Finlay’s spear
gets two, only for King to Death Valley Driver him into the
corner. There’s the cannonball but Finlay sends him into the
buckle.  A  powerbomb  into  the  Overkill  (knee  to  the  face)
finishes King at 12:35.

Rating: B-. This gets Finlay back on track after he lost the
title yesterday. Finlay is someone who has some skills and I
can see the potential in him, but there was something missing
to get him to that next level. On the other hand you have



King, who is a great monster and can work well against almost
anyone. Nice power match here, with Finlay’s powerbomb looking
good.

Shota Umino vs. Claudio Castagnoli

Castagnoli jumps him on the ramp to start and takes it to the
ring  to  officially  start  the  beating.  Umino  gets  knocked
outside before Castagnoli grabs a crossface to crank away on
the neck. Umino fights up and shrugs off some shots, setting
up a springboard tornado DDT. Another DDT onto the apron drops
Castagnoli and he gets beaten up on the floor.

Back  in  and  a  springboard  missile  dropkick  gets  two  but
Castagnoli  gorilla  presses  him  off  the  top.  A  running
clothesline  sets  up  the  Swing  and  Castagnoli  grabs  the
Sharpshooter. That’s broken up and Castagnoli strikes away,
only for Umino to hit the Death Riders elbows. Another DDT and
another elbow to the head get two on Castagnoli but he blocks
the Death Rider. The Riccola Bomb gives Castagnoli two but
Umino is back with the Death Rider for the pin at 14:32.

Rating: C+. I’ve seen two matches from Umino now and neither
has exactly made me interested. There’s just no spark to him
and hearing about Jon Moxley and the Death Riders (yes I know
Umino and Moxley have a history) for most of the match didn’t
make it much better. Just a match with some good enough moves,
but this form of Umino isn’t doing it for me.

AEW International Title/NJPW Never Openweight Title: Konosuke
Takeshita vs. Tomohiro Ishii

Takeshita, with Don Callis, is defending. Ishii’s chops don’t
work very well and Takeshita knocks him into the corner, where
some forearms eventually have some success. Some kicks to the
head wake Ishii up though and he chops away. Ishii’s shots to
the face earn him a German suplex though and they’re both
down. The Blue Thunder Bomb gives Takeshita two and the Raging
Fire gets the same, leaving Takeshita surprised.



The  kneeling  Tombstone  plants  Ishii  but  he’s  back  with  a
German  suplex  into  a  release  German  suplex.  They  trade
headbutts from all fours until Takeshita gets the better of a
forearm off. Takeshita takes him up top, where Ishii snaps off
a super hurricanrana. Takeshita’s brainbuster is shrugged off
but he grabs a poisonrana. Another hard forearm into Raging
Fire retains the titles at 13:30.

Rating: B-. I’m not big on the “you hit me in the head but I
scream and get back up really fast” style and that’s what
Ishii does rather often. That’s what they were going for here
and it was another nice win for Takeshita, but it was only so
entertaining. Takeshita is going to come back to AEW with
multiple titles and there is a good chance he’ll hold those
for a rather long time to come. That makes sense, as he really
is that good most of the time.

IWGP Tag Team Titles: Young Bucks vs. United Empire vs. Los
Ingobernables de Japon

The titles are vacant coming in and it’s the Great O Khan/Jeff
Cobb for the Empire and Tetsuya Naito/Hiromu Takahashi for Los
Ingobernables. Tornado rules as well, because having to tag
might hinder the Bucks’ art. It’s a brawl to start and the
Bucks clear the ring, setting up stereo dives to the floor.

Cobb  fights  back  and  is  quickly  cut  off  with  a  double
superkick. Back in and the Bucks cut off Cobb and Naito,
including a SUCK IT, though the Superkick Party is broken up.
Naturally Matt can hit the double northern lights suplex but a
tornado  DDT  into  a  Time  Bomb  1.5  gets  two.  Cobb  starts
throwing suplexes and eventually suplexes both Bucks at once
but Matt is right back up to team up with Takahashi.

A  double  superplex  drops  Cobb  but  Matt  jumps  Takahashi,
because the Bucks are smart. Destino gets two on Nick with O
Khan making the save. The EVP Trigger hits Naito with O Khan
making another save, earning himself a superkick party. The



Meltzer Driver finishes O Khan to give the Bucks the titles at
13:47.

Rating: C. Well, that was a nice tribute/love letter to the
Young Bucks. The story was that they were just put into the
title match because they’re rich and famous, and then they
dominate/win the match. This felt like the Bucks saying they
needed to show how dominant and awesome they were and that’s
exactly what we got. You know, in case we haven’t seen that
enough in AEW over the years.

NJPW Global Title: Jack Perry vs. Yota Tsuji

Tsuji is defending. Perry takes him into the corner to start
but Tsuji takes him down with a faceplant. They’re quickly on
the floor with Tsuji being sent into the barricade as Perry
takes over. Back in and Perry stomps away, only to get caught
with a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker.

Another backbreaker gives Tsuji two but Perry ties him up in
the Tree of Woe. A basement dropkick sets up a German suplex
to give Perry two and they go up top. Tsuji’s super Spanish
Fly gets two though and they’re both down. They forearm it out
until Perry gets two off a DDT. A low blow sets up an Angle
Slam for two but Tsuji hits a spear to retain at 13:12.

Rating: C+. While it’s not as bad as Shota Umino, I’m not sure
I  get  it  with  Tsuji  either.  It  doesn’t  help  that  he’s
completely average size and is using a spear, which is pretty
much never a good idea. At least he won clean though and
that’s a good thing. Granted I’m not sure how much value there
is in beating Perry, who is showing that he isn’t the next big
thing every single time he’s out there.

Gabe Kidd vs. Kenny Omega

This is Omega’s first match in over a year after dealing with
diverticulitis. They grapple against the ropes to start and
then strike it out until Omega knocks him into the corner.



Commentary seems to call Tony Khan a “money mark” who took New
Japan stars away to start AEW as Omega knocks him down and
stomps away. They suplex each other out to the floor for the
big crash and Omega is sent into the barricade.

Kidd takes too long setting up some tables though and gets
taken  own  by  a  slingshot  dive.  Omega  sends  him  into  the
barricade and hits a dragon suplex on the floor and Kidd is
sent crashing though a table. Kidd is busted open so Omega
takes him down with a dive but bangs up his own hip in the
process. Some chair shots have Omega in trouble for a change
and a suplex puts him through a table.

Omega is busted open as well so some chairs are thrown inside,
leaving Kidd to work on the cut. Back in and Omega sends him
into the chairs, only for Kidd to do the exact same thing.
They trade chair shots to the head and both of them need a
breather. Omega wins a strike off but Kidd blasts him with a
discus lariat to leave both of them down. Back up and Omega
snaps off a hurricanrana, setting up the big flip dive to the
floor.

Back in and a Jay Driller gives Omega two and there’s a V
Trigger against the ropes. The One Winged Angel doesn’t work
though and Kidd grabs an abdominal stretch (remember Omega’s
internal issues). That’s broken up so Kidd grabs a piledriver
for two. Kidd is back up with a Ganso bomb into a package
piledriver for two (Commentary: “GIVE ME A BREAK!” Yep.). A V
Trigger into a powerbomb into another V Trigger gets one on
Kidd before the One Winged Angel finishes Kidd at 31:49.

Rating: A-. They didn’t bother trying for a match here but
rather  had  a  fight,  which  made  the  match  that  much  more
emotional. Ignoring some of the “…really?” kickouts near the
end and I had a great time with this. Kidd felt like a monster
who had to be beaten and Omega did everything he could. This
is the Omega that feels like a star and while he can only do
it for so much longer, it worked here. Best match of the



weekend so far.

IWGP World Heavyweight Title: Ricochet vs. Zack Sabre Jr.

Sabre is defending and gets taken out by a dive before the
bell. Ricochet hits another dive and a 450 gets two. Sabre
ties him up in the ropes though and kicks him in the back so
the fight can head outside. A flip dive is caught in a cravate
(nice) and Sabre twists the neck. Back in and Sabre starts in
on the leg but Ricochet hits a handspring elbow. A springboard
clothesline into a moonsault gives Ricochet two but he has to
break up Sabre’s choke.

Ricochet Death Valley Drivers him for two, only for Sabre to
grab  a  dragon  suplex  for  the  same.  Ricochet  rolls  some
suplexes  onto  the  apron  and  then  the  floor  (that  was
different) for a double knockdown. Back in and they slap it
out from their knees and then their feet. They fight up top
until a super Zack Driver gets two, with Ricochet having to
bail to the ropes to get out of an armbar.

Ricochet’s Vertigo connects for two and a shooting star press
gets the same. A kick to the head sets up another Vertigo for
another two but the 630 misses. The Zack Driver gets two so
Sabre knocks him down again without much trouble. Sabre ties
up the arms and Ricochet gives up at 21:06.

Rating: B+. I liked this a good deal, as it was a clash
between a technical master and a high flier, which often works
well. Sabre is quite good at what he does and some of the
holds he pulls out are insane. Ricochet didn’t feel like the
most serious challenger but he more than held up his own in a
rather good match.

Post match Sabre puts over Ricochet and says the future of New
Japan is the orange of TMDK. Posing ends the show.

Overall Rating: B. I had a better time with this one than
Wrestle Kingdom, though that might be due to recognizing more



of the names. The Omega vs. Kidd match is the best part of the
weekend and the main event was better than last night’s. It’s
not a concept that needs to be a regular thing but I’m sure it
will be, even if some of the promotions were more or less
tacked on (ROH not making it out of the pre-show was funny).
Overall, a good show, but after two straight days of long
shows, it’s a bit much to take in all at once.

Results
Momo Watanabe b. Willow Nightingale, Persephone and Athena –
Dragon suplex to Athena
Sons Of Texas b. House Of Torture – Swanton to Sho
Taiji  Ishimori  won  the  Casino  Gauntlet  Match  –  Rollup  to
Desperado
Katsuyori Shibata vs. Hiroshi Tanahashi went to a time limit
draw
Mercedes Mone b. Mina Shirakawa – Mone Maker
David Finlay b. Brody King – Overkill
Shota Umino b. Claudio Castagnoli – Death Rider
Konosuke Takeshita b. Tomohiro Ishii – Raging Fire
Young Bucks b. Los Ingobernables de Japon and United Empire –
Meltzer Driver to O Khan
Yota Tsuji b. Jack Perry – Spear
Kenny Omega b. Gabe Kidd – One Winged Angel
Zack Sabre Jr. b. Ricochet – Double armbar

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Ring  of  Honor  TV  –  May  1,
2019: Uh….I Guess It’s Worth
It?

IMG Credit: Ring of Honor Wrestling

Ring of Honor
Date: May 1, 2019
Location: Stage AE, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

We are FINALLY back to the present with some fresh material after nearly
a month of pre-taped shows. It’s been a long time coming and I can barely
remember what happened at the Madison Square Garden show, but Matt Taven
is the World Champion and that means we’re not in for something all that
interesting. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.
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We open with a look at Taven winning the title.

Opening sequence.

Here’s Taven for his first address as champion. He takes his sweet time
getting into the ring and gets a pretty weak YOU DESERVE IT chant. Taven:
“I earned this.” Taven explains what it means and another weak TAVEN
chant starts up. He lists off everything he’s done in the last year,
which is quite the run. It took a long time to get there, but everything
was worth it in the end. If you want this title, you’ll have to earn it
like he did.

This brings out Flip Gordon (rocking a suit) to say he earned his
opportunity when he won the Sea of Honor tournament. Taven laughs that
off because a tournament on a cruise ship is different than the main
event in Madison Square Garden. Gordon doesn’t think it’s so funny,
because he is the official #1 contender. This wasn’t crazy long, but the
reaction to Taven is as underwhelming as I was expecting it to be. He’s
the Jeff Jarrett of ROH and that didn’t work so well either.

We look back at Silas Young injuring Jonathan Gresham’s knee, the ensuing
trash talk and then the cheating win.

Silas talked more trash after the match when Gresham came in and asked
for one more match. Security broke it up in a hurry though.

In three weeks: Gordon vs. Taven for the title on the 400th episode.

Silas Young vs. Jonathan Gresham

Young has promised to win with a wrestling move. He also wants a
handshake, which Gresham agrees to before dodging an early low blow
attempt. Some leg trips gives Gresham two and it’s time to go old school
with the crisscross. A hiptoss sends Young outside but he pulls Gresham
with him, meaning it’s time for the headlock takeover into the
headscissors counter sequence on the floor. Back in and another hiptoss
attempt doesn’t send either of them over the top so we take a break.

We come back with Young riding him off a waistlock until Gresham chops



his way to freedom. Young doesn’t like the strikes because he was
offering pure wrestling. They chop it out until Gresham starts throwing
fists, which is way outside of his norm. Young offers him the wrist and
then spins out of a wristlock into a quickly broken armbar. Gresham does
the same to him as this isn’t quite what I was expecting. Now it’s
Gresham offering Young the wrist, which earns him the cheap shot you knew
was coming.

A dropkick sends Young into the corner and there’s the running dropkick
as we take a second break. Back again with Young getting a fast two off a
sunset flip, followed by a DDT to send Young outside. Young tries to
bring in a chair, which is quickly taken away, allowing Young to get in a
ring bell hammer shot to the head. An abdominal stretch goes on and the
unconscious Gresham is unconscious at 11:25.

Rating: C+. I liked the story here and that’s what mattered most as
they’re pretty clearly setting up a rematch with that finish. Young is
being a great jerk in the whole thing and the win is the ultimate slap in
the face to Gresham. The third match will be entertaining as well and
that’s a good sign for a midcard feud.

We look back at Kelly Klein winning the Women’s Title back but getting
beaten down by the debuting Allure.

Klein says the title is what matters so she’s going to clean up the hot
mess.

We look at Rush beating Dalton Castle in thirty seconds in New York.

We look back at Bully Ray putting Tenille Dashwood through a table (off
camera) last week.

Lifeblood promises revenge on Bully Ray and the Kingdom.

Briscoes vs. Soberano Jr./Caristico

Soberano and Caristico (the original Sin Cara) are from CMLL. Mark takes
Soberano down and shakes at him a bit so Soberano grabs a waistlock into
a sunset flip for two. Some kicks to the arm set up a springboard
hurricanrana and it’s off to Jay vs. Caristico. Jay doesn’t take kindly



to the dancing test of strength so it’s a headlock to slow Caristico
down. He’s fine enough for a rope walk wristdrag to send Jay outside but
they back up before the double dives.

Back in and the masked men get kicked out to the floor with Mark hitting
a dropkick through the ropes. The Cactus Jack elbow takes us to a break
with the Briscoes in control. We come back with Caristico still in
trouble as Mark headbutts him into the corner. A double handspring elbow
takes down both Briscoes and it’s back to Soberano to pick up the pace.

That means a running moonsault dive to the floor and everyone is down on
the outside. Back in and Caristico kicks Mark in the head, setting up a
high crossbody for two. Jay is tired of this flying stuff and sends
Caristico face first into a chair on the floor. A Death Valley Driver
gives Mark two on Soberano and Redneck Boogie gets the same. The Jay
Driller into the Froggy Bow finishes Soberano at 13:01.

Rating: B-. Good formula based match here and that’s what you should be
doing when there’s no story. I’m not wild on the random foreigners
appearing more often than not but at least we got a good match out of it,
which is all you can ask for in a situation like this. You know the
Briscoes are getting back in the title scene soon so the win here makes
sense.

Overall Rating: C+. Uh, ok I guess. We spent nearly a month waiting for
an announcement of a big TV main event, the continuation of a midcard
feud and a one off tag match? I mean, it was a good show but is that
really the best they had with all this time off? The stories need to be a
little stronger and this wasn’t a good start to the new era. Hopefully it
improves in the coming weeks but this was pretty underwhelming for what
the show should have been.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’s Complete 2000 Monday Nitro and
Thunder Reviews Part 1 (also available as an e-book) from
Amazon. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/02/22/new-book-kbs-monday-n

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/02/22/new-book-kbs-monday-nitro-thunder-reviews-volume-vii-january-june-2000/Io
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at:
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