New Column: Giving the Divas
A Fighting Chance

I can’t believe I'm saying this, but the Bellas haven’t been
treated fairly.

http://www.wrestlingrumors.net/kbs-review-giving-divas-fightin
g-chance/34085/

New Column: On Whose
Authority

Looking at the Authority, the authority, and NOT Roman Reigns
for a change.

http://www.wrestlingrumors.net/kbs-review-whose-authority/3370
9/

Monday Night Raw - February
2, 2015: Are They High Or
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Just Really Stupid?

Monday Night Raw
Date: February 2, 2015

Location: Pepsi Center, Denver, Colorado

Commentators: Michael Cole, Byron Saxton, John Bradshaw Layfield

Tonight is a major night as HHH has promised to shake the company to its
core and give us an end to the controversy at the Royal Rumble. What that
controversy is isn’t really clear but hopefully he’ll give us an
explanation tonight. Other than that we’re getting closer to Fast Lane
and therefore closer to Wrestlemania. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of HHH on Smackdown, promising tonight’s major
announcement.

Opening sequence.

Here are Stephanie and HHH for the announcement as a lot of the midcard
watches in the back. First up, they talk about the Super Bowl and
Stephanie emphasizes that the Patriots won because it was best for
business. I thought they won because they scored more points. HHH hopes
they can survive the new “Cancel the NFL Movement” that struck after the
end of the game last night.

HHH shows us the controversy to end the Rumble, which is Rock coming in
to attack Big Show and Kane before Rusev was officially eliminated. After
comparing the ending to the end of the Super Bowl (I assume when the
fight started before the last kneel down), HHH says Rock coming in wasn’t
ok. Rock is a huge Hollywood star but that doesn’t mean he can come back
in just because he’s a name. Sting recently did the same thing, and it
stops at Fast Lane.

That’'s why HHH has called Sting out to come to the ring at Fast Lane to
solve their problems. You can see that on the WWE Network for just $9.99,
or free for new subscribers in February. That brings them back to the
original problem: what would have happened if Rock hadn’t come out? Maybe

Roman Reigns wouldn’t have won the Rumble, meaning his victory is
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tainted. They haven’t actually said Rusev’s name in this whole thing.
Reigns comes out and says no one is taking away his win. Stephanie says
she knows what it’'s like to have a family legacy to live up to and says

it shouldn’t stop him from going to Wrestlemania.

Cue Daniel Bryan in a new shirt to really wake the crowd up. He says the
real controversy is him being stripped of the title and never getting a
rematch. If the title match is open at Wrestlemania, he wants to
officially throw his name in the hat. HHH sees the logic in that and
could see Bryan getting the shot at Wrestlemania. This brings out a
smiling Rollins and the Stooges as we take a break due to what seemed
like microphone issues.

Back with Rollins asking Bryan if he really wants to face Lesnar for the
title at Wrestlemania, because Lesnar would eat him alive. If anyone
deserves the shot at Lesnar one on one, it’s Rollins because he broke
Brock’s ribs. Reigns cuts him off with the threat of a punch to the face
but HHH gets to the point: tonight it’'s Bryan vs. Rollins and the winner
gets to face Reigns at Fast Lane for the shot at Wrestlemania. Reigns
eventually accepts the deal but is told to stay in the ring.

Roman Reigns vs. Big Show

This is joined in progress after a break because WWE has no idea what
fans want to see. Reigns tries to fight out of a bearhug but gets
headbutted out to the floor. Back in and Roman hits a middle rope
clothesline to put Show down. He sends Show into the post but the Stooges
break up a Superman Punch attempt, allowing Show to hit a bad spear for
two. Reigns fights out of a chokeslam attempt and hits the Superman
Punch, only to have Reigns hit Rollins in the back with the briefcase,
allowing Big Show to chokeslam Reigns for his first pinfall loss in a
singles match in WWE at 2:40 shown.

HHH and Stephanie are in the back and laugh about manipulating everyone
into getting what they wanted. Next up: manipulate Austin on the podcast.

So it’s going to be kayfabe. Freaking joy.

Here’'s Curtis Axel for a chat. Axel: “Don’t turn the channel because I’'ve

got something to say!” JBL: “I was thinking about changing the channel.”



He says he should be going to Wrestlemania because he got sucker punched
before he could ever get in. Cue Dean Ambrose and it’s time for a fight.
He easily throws Axel over the top and says no he’s eliminated.

Ambrose has some demands of his own. He trudged through the ice and snow
to WWE Headquarters and saw a wall of former champions. He takes a nice
mugshot so maybe he would look great on that wall. Recently he pinned Bad
News Barrett so he’s in line for an Intercontinental Title shot because
his face would look good on that wall. Get ready for the road to Fast
Lane. Axel jumps him again and winds up taking Dirty Deeds.

Video on Ernie Ladd for Black History Month.

Ascension vs. Goldust/Stardust

Viktor runs over Stardust to start but Goldust sneaks in for some cheap
shots before dragging his brother to the ropes for a tag. O0ff to Konnor
who gets kicked in the side of the head but a quick Fall of Man ends
Goldust at 1:48. Stardust disappeared after the first thirty seconds.

Stardust walks out on Goldust after the match.

After a break Goldust comes up to Stardust in the back and calls him Cody
to make Stardust snap. He says never call him that again, hisses, and
walks off.

Here’'s Cena with something to say. The match with Rusev at Fast Lane is
officially a US Title match. You can see the DQ finish from here. First
up though is the Austin Podcast tonight where Austin can ask questions no
one wants to ask, but HHH might just step around them all again. HHH has
taken over NXT and rebranded it into a group of guys who are ready to
come in here and take over. His vision is a WWE without John Cena, but
HHH has to answer to sponsors and TV companies and that’'s not the best

idea.

The Authority tried to make him give up but that’s never going to happen.
We see Sting coming out to help Cena beat the Authority two weeks back,
meaning welcome back Rowan, Ziggler and Ryback. Well back to Raw that is
as they’ve been back for about a week and a half already. Cena knows



Rusev can be beaten but here’s Stephanie to cut them off. Ziggler cuts
her off but she says those three haven’t fought any of their own battles.
Tonight it’'s Ziggler vs. Wyatt, Rowan vs. Rusev and Ryback vs. Harper.

Ryback vs. Luke Harper

They trade suplexes to start with Ryback hitting a nice delayed version.
The middle rope splash gets one on Harper but Luke big boots him out to
the floor to take over. Another boot to the face gets two and we hit the
chinlock on Ryback. He fights back up and hits a Thesz Press, only to
walk into the swinging Bossman Slam for two. The Meat Hook is countered
with a third kick to the face for two more and Shell Shock is countered
into a sunset flip for two. Back up and Shell Shock is good for the pin
on Harper at 6:00.

Rating: C. The match was a decent power showdown but my goodness this is
their big idea? Having Harper get pinned here completely clean? I'm so
glad he’'s now being used to get someone over again because we’re somehow
still dealing with fallout from Survivor Series. This show is getting
harder and harder to sit through.

Jimmy Uso vs. Cesaro

This is apparently over a double date Natalya set up for her and Kidd
with Jimmy and Naomi. Well of course it is. Cesaro jumps him to start but
Jimmy comes back with some chops to tak over. Jimmy whips him to the

floor and a Jey distraction sets up a flying Uso to put Cesaro down.

Back in and we hit the chinlock on Jimmy, followed by the Cesaro Swing. A
double stomp and tiger bomb get two on Jimmy but he comes back with some
clotheslines. The superkick is countered and Jimmy is sent outside, but
Kidd can’t get in any cheap shots. Back in and Jimmy superkicks him out
of the air, setting up the Umaga attack. Kidd offers a distraction though
and Cesaro uppercuts Jimmy out of the air for the pin at 6:22.

Rating: D. This show has completely drained me. We’re only halfway
through the show and I already don’t care about anything else they’'re
going to air tonight. This was your standard way of setting up the Tag
Team Title match because WWE only knows a few ways to set matches up



nowadays and they used up their one interesting idea with Naomi, meaning
it’s time for another year of the same rehashed ideas.

Kidd gets in a cheap shot on Jey after the match.
WWE Network plugs.

Mizdow is getting Miz food at catering when a guy comes up to ask for an
autograph. Miz shrugs him off but the guy was asking Mizdow. Damien is
happy to sign but Miz rips up the picture and erupts on Mizdow for
getting too big of a head after all those months of Mizdow dressing up in
costumes and losing all the time. Miz fires him but gives Mizdow a new

job as personal assistant. Mizdow goes along with it but looks defeated.

Rowan comes in and thanks Cena for making him his own man. Tonight he’ll
thank him by hurting Rusev.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Bray Wyatt

Bray runs him over with a forearm to start and gets in a cheap shot as
the referee tries to break it up. A Fameasser attempt sends Bray running
to the floor and things slow down. Back in and Ziggler grabs the leg but
eats a big uppercut for his efforts. The backsplash gets two and we hit
the nerve hold. They’'re just doing moves to each other at this point,
likely due to the fact that there’s no reason for these two to be
fighting. Some dropkicks have Bray in trouble but he snaps Ziggler ribs
over the middle rope and suplexes him out to the floor.

We come back from a break with Bray putting on a chinlock to keep killing
time. Ziggler fights up and sends Bray shoulder first into the post, only
to dive into a right hand. The second backsplash misses though and
Ziggler hits a running clothesline, followed by a neckbreaker to put Bray
down. Bray takes his head off with a clothesline but Ziggler nails the
running DDT for two more. Things speed up and Ziggler hits something like
a running superkick to the ribs (it certainly wasn’t the jaw) for two.
Ziggler hits the Fameasser but Bray pops up and grabs Sister Abigail for
the pin at 14:54.

Rating: B-. This took its time to get going but they picked up after the



break. Bray winning is the right move at this point, but it really didn’t
need to be at Ziggler’s expense. As usual, they have no idea how to get
through storylines without having guys they want to get over losing at
some point. I'm all for Wyatt getting a stronger push though.

Rollins comes in to see the Authority and they tell him they’re giving
him this match because they have faith in him. They bring up Orton for

the sake of plot convenience and Seth promises to go to Fast Lane.

Paige vs. Alicia Fox

The Bellas are on commentary so Paige goes over to scream at them. Back
in and Fox gets two off a northern lights suplex before putting on a
chinlock as the Bellas speak in hashtags. Fox hits a tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker but Paige small packages her for the pin at 2:44.

Brie covers Paige with tanning spray post match.
Miz is on Sirens this week.

Sin Cara vs. Miz

Mizdow stands at ringside instead of imitating Miz, drawing an even
louder chant than usual. Miz's early chinlock doesn’t get him anywhere as
Cara hits some spring cross bodies. Cara goes up and Mizdow is worried,
but Miz avoids the Swanton. Damien can’t help himself and teases going to
the top, only to be yelled back to ringside. Back in and Miz gets two off
a boot to the head and puts on a chinlock. Just have Mizdow cost him the
match already. Cara fights up but gets put right back down, drawing
Mizdow up to the apron. Miz yells at him but gets rolled up for the pin
at 5:40.

Rating: D. This was all storyline advancement and it could have been
anyone in Sin Cara’s role. The show has already crippled my soul and I
have no real interest in a lot of what's going on here, but that’s almost
the new norm around here. Miz and Mizdow splitting is a good thing, even

though Miz has been doing a face’'s work for months now.

Miz yells at Mizdow but Bray cuts them off. He says he’s been watching

someone for a long time now and he’s the new face of fear. Bray can’t



wait to see someone again. Find him. It shouldn’t be hard to do as it’s
almost Wrestlemania season.

Erick Rowan vs. Rusev

Non-title. Rusev jumps Rowan before he gets in the ring and quickly posts
him. He rips at Rowan’s face and bends him around the ropes and slapping
on the Accolade. No match.

Lana invites us to a movie premiere since it'’s 0Oscar season. This movie
is reality instead of the usual happy fairytale ending that will show
what happens to anyone who opposes Rusev. We get a Rusev highlight
package of people being destroyed by the Russian before posing ensues.
The Russian flag doesn’t come down properly and the Russians are livid.
Thankfully the announcers say Cena had something to do with this, which

is a nice save in case it’'s not true.

Daniel Bryan comes into Reigns’ locker room and says he saw what Rollins
did out there. He knows Roman wants revenge, but it’s not coming at Fast
Lane. Reigns perceives this as a threat and tells Bryan to get out.
Reigns felt a lot more heelish here.

Seth Rollins vs. Daniel Bryan

Winner gets Reigns at Fast Lane for the Wrestlemania title shot. Rollins
runs him over with a shoulder to start but Daniel starts going after the
arm. An armbar attempt sends Rollins bailing to the ropes before he
throws Bryan outside. The Stooges get in some cheap shots and Seth dives
on Bryan as we take a break. Back with Rollins in control and Big Show

looking on from ringside.

Bryan fights back with right hands but gets caught in a quick downward
spiral into the buckle. Daniel backflips over him out of the corner and
hits the running clothesline before firing off the kicks in the corner. A
top rope hurricanrana is countered into a sunset flip for two for Rollins
and both guys fight back to their feet. The Stooges try to interfere but
Bryan throws Rollins out onto them and hits a big Flying Goat to take
them all out.



Back in and Seth crotches him on the top to break up the flying headbutt
but Bryan hooks a belly to back superplex for two. The running knee 1is
countered into the Buckle Bomb and the low superkick gets two more.
Rollins takes his time going after Bryan though and gets caught in the
YES Lock but gets his feet on the bottom rope. Cue Reigns to spear Big
Show. Mercury gets speared as well but Noble comes in with the briefcase,
allowing Reigns to Superman Punch Rollins. The running knee sends Bryan
to Fast Lane at 17:11.

Rating: B. Well that helped a lot. It doesn’t save this show or really
come close to it, but the booking made sense and Bryan gets a big win.
Now I give him almost no hope of winning the match against Reigns or
getting into the main event of Wrestlemania, but it’s nice to see
something like this happen to give the fans something to cheer for.

HHH says he’ll address this on the Podcast.

Back in the arena, Bryan thanks the fans for putting him here and
promises to win the match at Fast Lane for them.

Overall Rating: D+. This show got a lot better near the end but that
first hour was as bad of a stretch as I can remember in years. Reigns
losing might seem like some big plan, but my goodness they’re
overthinking these things. There was no real need to address this made up
controversy, especially when Rusev wasn’t even a factor in the plans.
Bryan is being shoehorned in to appease some fans and I'd give him about
as much of a chance at main eventing Wrestlemania as I have.

The rest of the show was WAY too Authority heavy as this felt like
another show from back in the pre-Survivor Series days. For some reason
the Authority is still going after those three guys when the story has
been dead (or at least should have been dead) for months now. I'm not
sure what we’'re getting at Wrestlemania and they’re making it a pretty
boring way of finding out.

Results

Big Show b. Roman Reigns — Chokeslam



Ascension b. Goldust/Stardust — Fall of Man to Goldust
Ryback b. Luke Harper — Shell Shock

Cesaro b. Jimmy Uso — European uppercut
Bray Wyatt b. Dolph Ziggler — Sister Abigail

Paige b. Alicia Fox — Small package
Sin Cara b. Miz — Rollup
Daniel Bryan b. Seth Rollins — Running knee

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book on

the History of Saturday Night’s Main Event at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOOSATPVKW

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

2014 Awards — Worst Angle of
the Year

Stop me if you’ve heard this one before.

Anyone who has followed me this year should be able to figure this one
out.

We’'ll start with the weaker ones.

Dixie Carter going through a table. The fact that TNA showed this one a
week before it took place hurt me a bit, but not as much as her back hurt
after the bump broke two bones in it. The problem here is it came WAY too
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late and I really didn’'t care by the end.

Daniel Bryan cheating on Brie. Thankfully this lasted like five days
before they just pulled the plug on Claire Lynch Mach II.

Batista is a face. Seriously, that might be the biggest bomb of the year.
See what I did there?

That leaves us with the thing I probably complained about more than
anything else all year: the freaking Bella Twins. We had to go through
MONTHS of these two running their mouths, having bad matches, the NEVER
ENDING PROMOS and “I’ve never told anyone about this” before they just
freaking reunited like nothing ever happened because they’re sisters. On
top of that there’'s Nikki trying to be all serious despite being an
appetizer for most of the former big name Divas. I mean, can’t you
picture Trish smiling at them and then just kicking them both in the
face? These two drove me crazy all year and nothing about them worked.

Reviewing the Review — Monday
Night Raw: November 17, 2014

I know I'm running late with this but you try putting out a book and
having a bad sinus infection and see if you can write about a show
featuring a grumpy cat. Anyway, this was the go home show for Survivor
Series and the big question was how would the teams look going into the
only match that matters on Sunday. Let’s get to it.

The show opened, naturally, with the Authority. Trips and Steph went on a
rampage about WCW and how this is all they have and all that jazz. They
recruited Ryback, showed him clips of Cena insulting him last year, and
were told that Ryback is on his own. Somehow, this again took about
twenty minutes. That'’s one of the most annoying things about WWE anymore:
these opening segments that you could cover in half the time. I would ask
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why that’s so hard, but it’'s because HHH talks slower than a turtle and
Stephanie goes on forever with the same bad acting over and over.

Immediately after the promo that would not die, Harper beat Ziggler to
win the Intercontinental Title. This made the most sense as there’s
almost no way that Ziggler can have all those matches against big names
and not eventually drop the title. It’'s even better that they had Rollins
attack Ziggler before the match so it wasn’t even a clean loss. That'’s
what I'm talking about by protecting someone and they did it well with
Ziggler.

Miz and Mizdow spent most of the night talking to the Grumpy Cat.
Thankfully they kept this short but it was still stupid.

The Bunny cost Adam Rose another match, so the hopping
enthusiast...uh....shall we say, simulated something by thrusting his hips
behind Rose. Again, it was stupid.

Bray Wyatt and Dean Ambrose said the same things about Dean’s father
being in jail and Ambrose growing up alone. Bray can cast out the demons,
so Ambrose came down and beat him up. Standard build but I'd like them to
actually go somewhere with these interesting ideas.

Larry the Cable Guy is guest hosting next week due to being in the latest
WWE movie that almost no one will see.

Ryback beat Cesaro in a good power match. This is the standard idea of
“let’s let two guys who are really strong hit each other really hard” and
as usual, it worked well.

Lana teased us with a topless photo ala Kim Kardashian which wound up
being of Vladimir Putin. Heath Slater came out dressed like Apollo Creed

from Rocky and got beaten up faster than I expected him too.

Big Show and Stephanie had another of their stupid arguments until
Sheamus came out. Stephanie made a match between them for a shot at the
World Title, but the Authority came in for the DQ. Yeah it was a DQ
because they hit Sheamus first, and Heaven forbid they just hit both guys
at the same time. Of course it was called a no contest because that’s the



planned ending, despite whatever actually happened. The match itself was
ok with Sheamus showing off his freakish strength but there might as well
have been a big countdown clock until the obvious finish. Sheamus was

beaten down and apparently injured.

Nikki Bella had Brie dress up as AJ for an exhibition. The real AJ’s
distraction let Brie get a rollup pin while looking better than she

usually does.
Cena gave Ryback a pep talk to try and get him to join.

The four teams in Sunday’s fourway had a bad eight man tag. This was

exactly what it sounds like.

The big closing segment was Cena confronting Team Authority for a
contract signing. Cena signed and then talked about how he’s going to
take out every single member in a row. This went on WAY too long until
Big Show and Ziggler came out to fight with him. Erick Rowan of all
people came out to back them up and Cena was fine with it.

I can live with this as while Rowan was in a war with Cena earlier this
year, Cena is going to take whoever he can get at this point. It’s a
stretch but it worked. Cesaro came out as well but sided with the
Authority in a nice bit of trolling. Ryback came out as the real fifth
man and Team Cena dominated to end the show.

Overall, again, Raw was all about a single idea. It’'s annoying but it’s
all they’'re focusing on for Sunday. I'm so sick of hearing about this
match though and Sunday can’t get here soon enough. Ryback being the
focus is interesting, but I have little confidence in WWE to actually

pull the trigger on him in any way.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book on
the History of the Royal Rumble at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOOPZ1GR7E

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:
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http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Smackdown - November 14,
2014: Story Advancement And
Good Matches. Mass Hysteria!

Smackdown

Date: November 14, 2014

Location: Echo Arena, Liverpool, England

Attendance: 2,500

Commentators: Michael Cole, Tom Phillips, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’'re wrapping up the European shows here with the blue show over in
Liverpool. By now most of the Survivor Series main event is set as I
believe we have five guys apiece. It should be interesting to see if any
of them are swapped out again. They’ve done a nice job so far of building
up the people in the match other than Cena, which should be the point of
something like this. Let’'s get to it.

We open with a long recap of Raw’s events and all the changes to the
teams.

Here'’'s the returning Chris Jericho for a British Highlight Reel. Jericho
has one burning question: Who is Adam Rose’s Bunny, because he’s AWESOME.
He thinks it’s Funaki, drawing the first Funaki chant in WWE history.
That’'s enough hijinks though so let’s get our guests out here. This
brings out HHH and Stephanie, with Steph doing Jericho’s pose in a cute
bit.

Jericho would like to know why the Authority wanted to be on the show.
Stephanie says it was because it’s been too long since Smackdown had the
Highlight Reel and they like to have fun. She sucks up to the fans and
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calls them the most important part of the show. We get a YES chant, which
shows how important the fans are because they keep him that popular.
However, he wouldn’t be there without the Authority. Who could run the
WWE without the Authority? Jericho: “I could.”

Actually he has a better idea: the fans run WWE. He lists off some
humiliating ideas for HHH, such as cleaning Jericho’s boots, before
showing us a clip of Vickie Guerrero shoving Stephanie into the mud in
her retirement match. That’s enough for HHH who says the wolf doesn’t ask
to be embraced by sheep. The Authority is going to be laughing when they
win at Survivor Series. Jericho should learn that when he calls again to
come back and get his WWE fix, because he might be erased from the WWE
history books by then. Chris thinks this is an arena full of Jericholics
and starts singing the Goodbye song.

Video on Wyatt costing Ambrose the Cell match.

Bray Wyatt vs. Sin Cara

Bray nails him a few times to start but misses a charge. Cara goes up for
the Swanton but only hits mat. Back up and the charge hits this time,
setting up the suplex slam. The Spider Walk sets up Sister Abigail for
the pin at 2:16. Total squash.

Post match Bray says he can feel Ambrose screaming for help in his heart.
Dean used to feel unloved and woke up every Christmas morning, hoping
that daddy would come back. But when he came downstairs, only darkness
was waiting for him. That'’s what life has become for Dean, but Bray is
the light he’s been searching for his entire life.

Salvation is at hand so let Bray fix him. Cue Ambrose but Bray bails and
calls Dean predictable. All he has to do is push the right buttons and
Dean will be there right on time. Ambrose wants to punish him, just like
he wants to punish his daddy. Bray gets in but gets knocked out by a
single right hand. As he walks away, Bray says Dean is crying out for
help and that he is the key.

Xavier Woods’' new day is coming.



Goldust/Stardust vs. Adam Rose/The Bunny

Non-title. Rose is a bit less energetic on the way to the ring this week.
We get a clip from Main Event where the Bunny took out Goldust, allowing
Rose to roll up Stardust for a surprise pin to get back in Adam’s good
graces. Adam runs over Goldust to start but gets thrown into the corner
for a tag off to Stardust. The Express tries to fire up Rose as he fights
out of a chinlock. Goldust and Rose bang heads and the hot tag brings in
the Bunny. Stardust gets taken down and won’t tag out, allowing Stardust
to block a splash with knees. Dark Matter ends the Bunny at 2:03.

Rose Party Fouls the Bunny post match.
WWE2K15 stuff.

Dolph Ziggler looks at what the Authority has put him through in recent
weeks and isn’t worried about his triple threat elimination title defense
tonight. He says he’s survived everything they’ve thrown at him and if
this is the night he loses, he’s going down with a fight and staying on
Team Cena. All he has to do is survive until Survivor Series and then the
Authority is gone.

Video on Ryback.

Ryback says he’s on his own team and the only person who needs to worry
about survving is Kane, who he faces tonight. What you saw on Monday was
just an appetizer and unfortunately for Kane, it’'s almost feeding time.

Intercontinental Title: Tyson Kidd vs. Cesaro vs. Dolph Ziggler

Ziggler is defending under elimination rules. Kidd gets shoved away to
start and Cesaro kicks Dolph in the face. The smaller guys dropkick
Cesaro down but Dolph has to kick out of a rollup from Tyson. They trade
rapid fire rollups for two each until Dolph dropkicks Cesaro down again.
We take a break and come back with Cesaro suplexing both guys at the same
time in a nice power display. A powerbomb plants Dolph and Kidd comes
back in with a springboard elbow drop.

Cesaro throws Tyson down to cover Ziggler for two and the fans think this

is awesome. Dolph gets two off a Fameasser to Kidd but gets caught in the



Tree of Woe. Now it’s Kidd with some delayed dropkicks to Dolph’s face
but Cesaro nails a clothesline for two on the Canadian. The champ comes
back in with a high cross body to Cesaro as JBL rips on Ziggler for
complaining too much. Ziggler neckbreakers Kidd and DDTs Cesaro at the
same time for two each. Kidd pops back up with a neckbreaker of his own
to the champ but gets caught with an uppercut on the top.

They all head to the corner and grapple up top until Cesaro superplexes
Ziggler while Kidd powerbombs Cesaro for the Tower of Doom. Cesaro covers
Ziggler but Kidd slaps on the Sharpshooter to the European at the same
time. Pure leg strength breaks the hold though and Cesaro counters the
running DDT with Swiss Death. We take another break and come back with
Kidd hitting a Blockbuster on Cesaro, driving him into Ziggler'’s raised
knees at the same time.

For once that hurts the knees so Kidd puts on the Sharpshooter with
Cesaro adding a Crossface at the same time. In what JBL calls a very
stupid move, Kidd lets go of his half and stomps on Cesaro, earning him a
Cesaro Swing. Ziggler comes back with the running DDT for two on Cesaro
but Kidd kicks the champ in the face, right into a German suplex from
Cesaro. Back up and a Zig Zag nails Cesaro but Kidd dropkicks the champ
down and steals a pin to eliminate Cesaro at 18:17.

So it’'s Ziggler vs. Kidd for the title now with the champ on the floor.
Tyson headscissors him down into the steps before running the barricade
for a kick to the face. Back in and Kidd chokes on the ropes but gets
rolled up for two. A Moss Covered Three Handled Family Credenza gets two
for the challenger so Kidd springboards with a dive only designed to get
superkicked down for two. Tyson pops back up and grabs the Sharpshooter,

only to have Dolph roll through into the Zig Zag for the pin at 21:43.

Rating: B+. This had the time to get going and worked out quite well by
the end. I like that Kidd is getting a solid push and getting to show off
his skills instead of just being an accessory to Natalya. This feud is
doing a great job to build up Ziggler, and more importantly the
Intercontinental Title, which have been needed for a long time now.
Really good, long match here.



Natalya vs. Layla

Layla steals the shirt Natalya is about to throw into the crowd. Natalya
rolls out of a wristlock ala Owen Hart but Layla rolls out of an early
Sharpshooter attempt. They trade some hard forearms until Layla just
kicks her in the head. Some choking on the ropes gets two for Layla and
we hit a figure four neck lock. Off to a body vice instead as we keep
cutting to Summer Rae on the floor, even though she hasn’t done anything.
Layla poses a lot but gets dropkicked down for two. Natalya gets thrown
out to the floor but slaps Summer hard in the face. Back in and a quick
Sharpshooter makes Layla tap at 3:55.

Rating: D+. Eh Summer looked good in a short black dress and Layla is
always good looking. I'm not sure why I'm supposed to care about this
though but I'm assuming it’s something related to a show that doesn’t air
with the rest of WWE’'s shows and is about four months removed from

current events.

Recap of the opening segment.

Kofi Kingston’s new day is coming as well.
We recap Bray'’s promo on Dean earlier.

Ambrose shouts about being sick of Bray Wyatt. Bray jumps him from behind
and lays Ambrose out. He says this world isn’t made for people like them
and labels are the way the world puts them in a box.

Ryback vs. Kane

HHH and Stephanie are at ringside. Kane grabs a headlock to start as
we're already in the slow power counters stage. Ryback runs him over with
a shoulder but eats an uppercut for his efforts. Cole wants to know what
HHH and Stephanie could possibly do if they lose at Survivor Series
because it’'s all the know. A suplex puts Kane down and we take a break.
Back with Ryback hitting his Thesz Press and slamming Kane'’s head into
the mat.

The Meat Hook is stopped by a big boot and an elbow drop gets two for
Kane. Ryback fights back with chops but gets whipped hard into the



corner. We hit the chinlock for a bit but Ryback powers up and breaks a
chokeslam attempt. Now the Meat Hook connects but Kane escapes the Shell
Shock and takes it to the floor where a chair to Ryback’s ribs draws a DQ
at 11:45.

Rating: C-. Watchable power match here with neither guy doing anything of
note but enough big crashes to make it work. Ryback continues to look
good in the ring and capable of doing more than big spots, though I'm not
sure why they couldn’t have Kane take a pin here. I don’t know why they
keep letting him lose by DQ but it’s not going to kill him to lose to a
fairly big name.

Ryback shrugs off the chair shots and nails Kane with the chair. He
stares HHH down to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Smackdown and WWE continue to pick up steam as they
let the wrestlers do their thing tonight. It’'s almost like interesting
stuff happens here, including Ambrose vs. Wyatt which has mainly been
built up on Fridays. This wasn’t a must see show or anything but it had a
great TV match that got a lot of time. What more can you ask for from

Smackdown anymore?

Results

Bray Wyatt b. Sin Cara — Sister Abigail

Stardust/Goldust b. Adam Rose/The Bunny — Dark Matter to the Bunny
Dolph Ziggler b. Cesaro and Tyson Kidd — Zig Zag to Kidd

Natalya b. Layla — Sharpshooter

Ryback b. Kane via DQ when Kane used a chair

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1997 WCW Monday Nitro Reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOONPPHOWI



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00NPPH0WI

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Reviewing the Review — Monday
Night Raw: November 10, 2014

The main story this week was the revolving door around the Survivor
Series main event. They've been doing a good job of setting up the people
in the match not named John Cena, though I have a feeling HHH is going to
wind up in the match somehow. A lot happened this week so let’s get to
it.

The opening segment got the ball rolling on the big story of the night.
Cena came out and talked about what it would mean to get rid of the
Authority and said he had a new team member in Jack Swagger. Other than
that though, he wanted to sign the new free agent that is tearing stuff
up again: Ryback. The Big Guy came out but the Authority, complete with

new team member Mark Henry, interrupted them.

Cena and HHH went at it with HHH taking credit for various wrestlers who
have recently been injured, including Bryan and Ryder. Now this 1is
something that I REALLY liked. Here's the thing: Ryder and Bryan’s
injuries had nothing to do with the Authority but they’re taking credit
for it anyway. WHY HAVEN'T PEOPLE BEEN DOING THIS FOR YEARS??? It'’'s such
an easy thing to do and makes storylines out of real life issues. Most
important of all is we never see them do these things, but it adds a
realism to the story by making the Authority seem that much more evil.

The Authority looks evil, Ryder and Bryan serve a purpose while injured,
and you might have a story for them when they come back. I have no idea
why this hasn’t been done more often over the years. Blurring the line
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between reality and fiction is a great way to get heat on people and all
it boils down to is “these people are the reason you can’t see your
favorites. Now I'm going to try to get rid of them. WHO'S WITH ME?7??”

It’'s as simple as that.

Anyway, the Authority promised Ryback a bunch of money and opportunities,
Cena warned him of the pressure that came with the spot, and Ryback
planted Cena with a spinebuster before leaving with the villains. The
segment got its job done but as usual went on WAY too long. That's what
dives me crazy about these things: why do we need to take twenty minutes
when we can do these things in maybe ten? We didn’t need HHH babbling
about everything being on the line for five minutes. We get the idea
already so why keep hammering it in with that slow voice of his?

The revolving door of teammates kept going as Seth Rollins Curb Stomped
Swagger into oblivion. Swagger looked to have a concussion so Seth Curb
Stomped him again, likely putting him out of the PPV. That certainly was

a quick way to get rid of a loser like Jack.

Ambrose talked about fighting demons much tougher than Bray Wyatt. I'm
not sure why most of this feud is being played out on Smackdown but it

gives me something to look forward to on Friday nights.

I'll cover a lot of segments at once here. Kane told Ryback that he’ll be
at ringside for Ryback vs. Cena but Ryback didn’t seem interested. Kane
basically told him to watch it and left. The rest of the Authority came
in and said various things to Ryback all night, each one getting on his
nerves more than the previous one. They weren’t exactly being subtle with
where this story was going.

Paige easily beat Alicia Fox for the hometown pop. Nothing wrong with
this one.

Stephanie recruited Rusev for Team Authority. Let me get this one out of
the way now: GAH! I hated these segments as we’ve had Lana and Rusev
shouting down everyone from Henry to Big Show to Sheamus TO THE ROCK, but
they cower in fear of Stephanie freaking McMahon? Seriously? Well of
course seriously because Stephanie is the most beautiful, intelligent,
dominant, talented and intimidating yet caring and charitable woman IN



THE WORLD.

Stephanie and HHH were worried about Vince making the decision to put
their futures on the line. I'd be more worried about why Cena has nothing
on the line.

Rusev had a victory celebration and then a good match with Sheamus. The
Stooges came out to help Rusev win by countout, which is supposed to
justify the Russians doing whatever Stephanie wants. You know, because
they couldn’t beat Sheamus on their own, like Rusev did just a week ago.

Lana agreed to put Rusev on the team after the match.
Miz/Mizdow beat Los Matadores in a match without much to talk about.

HHH literally danced in on a meeting between Cena and Ziggler to say Cena

can't be at ringside for Ziggler’s match.

Ziggler beat Mark Henry via DQ when Henry used a chair. This was the
HENRY SMASH bit to keep softening Dolph up before the PPV. Big Show came
out for the save and is of course part of Team Cena.

Kofi Kingston is part of the New Day with Woods. Just waiting on Big E.

now.
Sheamus joined Team Cena as well. Makes sense.

AJ Lee beat Brie Bella in some angle advancement. Nikki beat up AJ after
the match.

The Bunny cost Adam Rose a match and got kicked in the gut for his

efforts. They better have someone good under that costume.

Wyatt talked about being sin and being able to save Ambrose. He got in a
great line with “if God lived on this earth, he’d make oceans to walk on

to get away from me.”

Cena and Ryback had a good main event until Kane cost Ryback the match
via DQ. Sheamus and Big Show came out and got beaten up but Ryback
cleaned house, including the Authority.

Ziggler was thrown into the Authority’s office by Luke Harper, who told



HHH and Stephanie that he’s a team player to end the show.

This show was all about furthering the main event and believe it or not
they’re doing a great job of making it feel important. The wrestling
wasn’t bad and there’s actual stuff happening. That'’s one of the major
criticisms lately in WWE: nothing has been happening. Now there are
actual stories going on, even if they’re not the most interesting in the
world. I'm interested in where some of them are going and that’s more
than I’'ve been able to say for a long time. Good show this week but they

need to deliver at Survivor Series.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1997 WCW Monday Nitro Reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOONPPHOWI

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Reviewing the Review — Monday
Night Raw: October 27, 2014

By this point we’ve had another episode of Raw since this one (the
review is coming soon I promise) and I actually don’t remember most of
what happened since then. I know we’re past the Cell now and the main
story is looking like Wyatt vs. Ambrose plus whatever Cena has to do for
the next few months before Lesnar finally comes back for the showdown

that most people aren’t all that interested in seeing. Let’s get to it.

After the required video packages from the PPV, the Authority comes out
to brag about winning last night. HHH praised Rollins for winning and
said Orton gave a great effort in a loss. He said this a few times,
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drawing out an angry Orton. Randy mentioned being back in anger
management after all the recent events and now he has to listen to HHH
praise a guy that Curb Stomped him last week. HHH brought up the loss one

more time, causing Orton to RKO Rollins and bail.

Big Show and Mark Henry had the Tag Team Titles won but Henry didn’t like
Show making a blind tag and turned heel with a World'’s Strongest Slam to
give Stardust the pin. This is going to set up another battle of the
strong fat guys, which we haven’t seen in awhile. Granted that might be
for a reason but it’s what we’re getting again. The match was nothing to
see but at least the feud makes sense.

Roman Reigns did another satellite interview where he said he wants to
come back and get his hands on Rollins. This is basically just a way to
keep Reigns fresh in our minds.

Paige turned on Alicia Fox and cost her a match against AJ. This would be
the second straight match with the same story being told. That’s the kind
of thing you should be mixing up instead of doing them back to back. Make
the fans feel like they’'re getting something different instead of the

same idea over and over.

Cena came out for the big talking segment of the show. Short version:
Cena wants Lesnar, Stephanie came out and wants him to join the team, HHH
came out and wants him to join the team, HUSTLE, LOYALTY AND RESPECT,
Team Cena vs. Authority at Survivor Series, Cena won’'t be able to find
partners. This took fifteen minutes.

The Usos used Twin Magic to beat Miz/Mizdow. That’s a fresh idea because
they haven’t used it in years, thereby keeping it from getting boring. As
usual Mizdow was the huge crowd favorite.

Cena shook hands with Ziggler. I have no problem with this.
Hulk Hogan still hates cancer.

Bo Dallas issued an open challenged which was answered by Ryback for the
squash. Ryback as a face is a good thing given how lame the midcard is

right now.



Cesaro vs. Ambrose never happened as Dean attacked him before the bell.
Wyatt popped up and said he and Ambrose are a lot alike. Threats were
issued and the match is imminent.

Brie Bella reluctantly helped her sister beat Naomi. This was more of the
servant story which isn’t making me care about Brie and doesn’t seem to
be enough to make her quit, especially when it’s only for a month and not

like, forever.

Ziggler beat Kane in a non-title match. This is what Kane should be used
for rather than beating Ziggler clean with the chokeslam because that
would be stupid. Cena saved Ziggler from a post match beatdown.

The main event saw Cena beat Rollins via DQ in a long match. Kane of
course ran in for the DQ because that’s almost his entire job these days.
For some reason the entire locker room ran out for a brawl to end the
show with Cena standing tall.

This show was all about setting up Survivor Series and giving it a big
feel for a change. Over the last few years the elimination match has felt
tacked on more often than not which makes the show feel like any other in
a year. Ryback returning is a good thing for the midcard and he might
even make it onto Team Cena (sidebar: can we bring back the unique names?
Just putting “Team” in front of a name is so lame) for a big push. I like
where they’re going with the story but the story rosters are going to
make the big difference. It's a nice show but nothing that blew me away.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1997 WCW Monday Nitro Reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOONPPHOWI

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Smackdown — October 10, 2014:
Power to the Holla Holla
People

Smackdown

Date: October 10, 2014

Location: Wells Fargo Center, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Tom Phillips

Tonight is the 15" Anniversary Special for Smackdown, meaning we’re
likely to get a lot of cameos and clips from great Smackdowns over the
years. These shows are always hit or miss and could range from a really
fun show to PLEASE LET IT END. The flashbacks should be fun though. Let’s
get to it.

We open with a montage of great Smackdown moments. The old man taking off
his face to reveal Bischoff blew my mind.

Here’'s Stephanie for our first long chat of the night. She talks about
the origin of the word Smackdown, saying it was made by the man who lost
to her husband on the first episode of Smackdown, the Rock. Smackdown has
always been about the people, so here’s BIG JOHNNY ACE! We actually get a
PEOPLE POWER chant and Johnny talks about how great his era really was.

Johnny has been doing his research on the WWE Network (Stephanie: “Proof
that anyone can use it.”) and has some matches to make tonight. Cue Teddy
Long (with JBL doing the Teddy Dance!) who says he was Smackdown GM for
six years and he'’s not letting Ace take it away again. Ace cuts him off
though and says he’s making a tag match with Miz/Cesaro vs.
Sheamus/Swagger. Teddy would make it a six man tag with Bo Dallas and
Mark Henry being added. Ace: “TEN MAN TAG! TEN MAN TAG! TEN MAN TAG!”

Johnny adds the Dusts and Usos to the mix, but Teddy says let’'s make it a
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FIFTEEN MAN TAG MATCH! Ace says that doesn’t make sense. Teddy takes the
previous ten guys and add the Mini Gator, Slater, 0’Neil, Torito, Los
Matadores and...TITO SANTANA? Stephanie likes the idea, even though
Santana isn’'t here. Apparently the Gator and Bull count as one guy
between the two of them in case the math didn’t make sense. Stephanie
adds a stipulation: each guy picks a team and the winning captain is
named the best GM of all time. This was totally fun and the battling tag
match ideas was a nice idea.

Stephanie isn’t done though as she announces John Cena and Dean Ambrose
appearing on MizTV later in the night. This brings out Adam Rose and the
Rosebuds to with Smackdown a Happy Birthday. He invites Stephanie onto
the Exotic Express but instead she makes Rose vs. Kane next. Stephanie
does her own dance and of course Teddy joins in. Even Ace dances a bit.

We get the first great Smackdown moment: the debut episode with Rock vs.
HHH. So the pilot has been written off I guess.

Kane vs. Adam Rose

Kane says he isn’t a cheeseburger or Rosebud and tonight he’s going to
crash the party. Rose tries to speed things up to start before grabbing a
sleeper. That goes nowhere so he goes up top, only to dive into an
uppercut. The chokeslam gives Rose his first loss at 1:03. That’'s kind of
a waste of the last six months but at least he wasn’t given any kind of a
push.

Kane goes after the Exotic Express post match as they all go into the
ring to check on Rose. He beats some of them up until it’s only the Bunny
left. JBL is thrilled but some of the Rosebuds get back in to distract
Kane so the Bunny can escape.

From June 27, 2002: John Cena answers Kurt Angle’s open challenge.
Undertaker shook Cena’s hand after the match.

AJ Lee vs. Alicia Fox

Non-title. Paige is holding AJ’'s title on the announcers’ table during
the match. Fox scores with some kicks to start before getting two off a



great looking northern lights suplex. We’re in the chinlock less than
forty seconds into the match. AJ counters a backbreaker into the Black
Widow for the submission at 1:22.

Paige and Fox go after AJ but she fights them off without much effort.

The next moment is a bunch of big dives and crashes, capped off by Lesnar
and Big Show breaking the ring. In a nice touch, each package is
introduced with a different Smackdown theme from over the years.

Seth Rollins vs. Kofi Kingston

Noble and Mercury are at ringside to watch out for Ambrose. Seth
immediately stomps Kofi down in the corner to start before whipping him
hard into the barricade. Kofi’s face is dropped onto the apron before he
gets another beating back inside. Kingston finally gets a knee up in the
corner and scores with a dropkick. Seth just hammers him again and hits
the Buckle Bomb. There’s a second buckle bomb and the Curb Stomp gives
Seth the pin at 3:35.

Rating: C-. In the words of Big Zeke’'s theme song, this here’s what you
call domination. Seth squashed Kofi here and it’s kind of sad to see
Kingston having such little direction that this is all he can do anymore.
There wasn’t anyone else that can take a loss like this? Granted it’s not
like it’s going to be remembered in like a day though so it’s not that
big of a deal.

Luke Harper release video.
Another video package on Money in the Bank cash-ins.

Rusev vs. Dolph Ziggler

Non-title again. Rusev powers him into the corner to start and kicks
Ziggler in the back before choking on the apron. Ziggler fights out of a
chinlock but misses a Stinger Splash as we take a break. Back with Dolph
hammering away but getting caught with the knees to the ribs and fall
away slam. Rusev hooks a front facelock with a body scissors but Ziggler

finally rolls forward to escape.



A hard shot to the face staggers Rusev and there’s a dropkick for good
measure. The running DDT is blocked but Rusev misses a charge, setting up
a bad looking Fameasser for one. Back up and the running superkick sets
up the Accolade to make Dolph tap at 8:20. This was only a few steps
above a squash save for that one flurry.

Rating: C. But I thought Rock buried Rusev on Raw and there was no way he
could ever recover. Those comments still make my head hurt but that’s
another story for another time. This was a big win for Rusev and they’re
getting more and more common. I know the logical story was to have him go
over Sheamus for the US Title, but they’re getting to the point where he
needs to go into the World Title picture with wins like these. He'’'s not
there yet, but they can’t ignore him much longer.

Post match Lana says Philadelphia being the birthplace of America
explains a lot of things about this country. She brings up meeting Rock
on Monday and starts ranting in Russian. Rusev takes the mic from her and
says Rock will pay the consequences. He issues a challenge to Big Show
for Raw.

We look at Austin vs. Booker T. in a grocery store. I loved that.

After Raw went off the air, Rock came in to see HHH and Stephanie to talk
about the upcoming Smackdown special. They bring up the main event of the
first Smackdown and Rock giving him a Rock Bottom the next week. HHH
thinks it was Road Dogg that got beaten up because HHH kept giving Rock
Pedigrees and leaving him looking up at the lights. Rock wonders what
would happen if they headlined Wrestlemania one more time.

Both guys talk trash and HHH says name the time and Wrestlemania so he
can turn off the electricity on Mr. electricity. They get nose to nose
and Rock asks why they’re this close because it’'s kind of weird. Rock:
“One of us has to back up.” HHH: “Well I can’t do it. I'm the Game.”
Rock: “Well I'm the People’s Champ.”

They agree to do it at the same time but neither guy moves. They finally
back up and HHH again says name the time and stadium. Stephanie breaks it
up and suggests they go to dinner. HHH: “How about we go to
Wrestlemania?” Rock: “How about you pay the bill you cheap bastard?” HHH



says Rock is cheap because he made all those #1 movies and won’t pay for
dinner. This was a really funny segment but I'm not sure I want to see
these guys headline a Wrestlemania. Then again, it’'s not the worst idea

in the world either.

The announcers get a birthday cake and it winds up on Tom’s face since
he’s the rookie. It wouldn’t be Smackdown if that didn’t happen.

Booker T. comes out to do commentary on the main event.

Another clip of Austin leaving a rattlesnake in the McMahons’ office and
then destroying the DX bus.

Team Teddy vs. Team Johnny

Teddy: Usos, Los Matadores, Mark Henry, Sheamus, Jack Swagger, El Torito

Johnny: Miz, Heath Slater, Titus 0’Neil, Goldust, Stardust, Bo Dallas,
Damien Mizdow, Mini Gator

Goldust and Fernando get things going and don’t seem all that interested
in doing much for the first thirty seconds or so. Fernando finally takes
Goldust over with a hurricanrana and it’'s off to Stardust who is quickly
sent to the floor. Everyone gets in for a staredown as we take a break.
Back with Titus knocking Jey into the Johnny corner but the Usos clean
house, only to have Stardust kick Jimmy out to the floor. Jimmy gets
caught in the corner and takes a splash from the Gator.

The fans want Mizdow and get their wish with a right hand to Jimmy’s
head. We hit a chinlock for a bit before it’s off to Titus as things slow
down. Titus charges into Jimmy’'s foot in the corner but Cesaro breaks up
a hot tag attempt. We take another break and come back with Jimmy
fighting out of Slater’s chinlock and nailing an enziguri. He backdrops
Cesaro down and makes the tag off to Sheamus for very little reaction.
Cesaro takes the ten forearms to the chest, just like Slater and
Stardust.

Sheamus has all three of them in a row and goes down the line to hit each
of them over and over. Everything breaks down and the Usos pull Slater

and 0’'Neil to the floor for suicide dives from Los Matadores, followed by



a double dive from the Usos to take out everyone. The minis go at it
until Bo powerbombs Torito onto the pile on the floor.

Henry can’t hit the Slam on Dallas and gets low bridged out to the floor.
There's a Brogue Kick to Dallas but Sheamus gets swung by Cesaro until
Jey superkicks Cesaro down. Mizdow gets the tag and tries the Skull
Crushing Finale but gets driven into the corner. The Brogue Kick to

Mizdow sets up Jimmy’s Superfly Splash for the pin at 17:48.

Rating: C+. This was nothing but fun and that’'s all it was supposed to
be. Was there really any doubt that Teddy was going to win this in the
end? He's the definition of the feel good character and it’s hard not to
like him. The match was fine and the big dives were fun as always.
Nothing great but a fun way to celebrate fifteen years.

Teddy is lifted onto the winners’ shoulders.
Roway is free video.

Time for MizTV to close the show. We recap the events from Monday before
Miz announces the match at Hell in a Cell as an anything goes contract on
a pole match. Ambrose and Cena come out, with Cena hugging a Make-A-Wish
kid on the way to the ring. Dean says he doesn’t care who Cena is because
no one crosses him. Seth Rollins tried to end his career and Ambrose
wants his revenge. John wants to take that from him and no one steals
from Dean Ambrose.

Cena talks about how the WWE brass is scared of Dean Ambrose because
he'll say whatever is on his mind out of a love for this business. On
Monday, Ambrose showed the balls (and Cena has an actual pair of
baseballs in his hand) to leave Cena laying because it gets Cena towards
what he wants. To Miz: “Why are you looking at these? You don’t even know
what they are.”

Cena knows that Dean is going to make him earn it at the pay per view
because they’re cut from the same cloth. There’s a reason Cena can come
to this ring every night for twelve years: he has a pair of these and
doesn’t break his word for anyone. Ambrose better bring his a-game to
Dallas because Cena likes his chances.



Miz hypes up Cena’s career and asks Ambrose is he thinks he can beat him.
Ambrose: “Yep.” Dean knows he can do it and Miz keeps talking until Cena
threatens to slap the glasses off his face. Cena goes to leave but Miz
says that’s not how this works. The guests are supposed to fight and I
think you know what’'s coming. Miz gets beaten down and takes a DDT from
Ambrose, only for Dean to get AA’d. Rollins smiles in the back to end the
show.

Overall Rating: C. I had a good time with this show and that’s all that
it needed to be. They had a good time with the Smackdown anniversary,
even though they pretty much blew by the last ten years or so. The ending
was a nice touch and helps set up the match even better. I like it being
a contract on a pole match as it gives Ambrose a better chance to win,
even though he isn’t going to pin Cena. That being said, he almost has to
win inside the Cell, even though I'm not sure he will. Nice show here and

that’s an upgrade for Smackdown.

Results

Kane b. Adam Rose — Chokeslam

AJ Lee b. Alicia Fox — Black Widow

Seth Rollins b. Kofi Kingston — Curb Stomp

Rusev b. Dolph Ziggler — Accolade

Team Teddy b. Team Johnny — Superfly Splash to Mizdow

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1997 WCW Monday Nitro Reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOONPPHOWI

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Wrestler of the Day -
September 24: Brie Bella

Today is Brie Bella. Let’s get this over with.

This is going to be about Brie, not about the Bella Twins. Well at least
in regular tag matches.

The Bellas got hired in September 2007 and were sent to FCW. After about
a year in developmental, Brie would debut on Smackdown on August 29,
2008.

Victoria vs. Brie Bella

The best part of this: Taz and JR hype up Classics on Demand with FORTY
hours of content a month just eight bucks. Victoria grabs a headlock to
start and sends Brie into the corner, only to get taken down by some
fling snapmares. A backbreaker gets two on Brie and the standing
moonsault gets the same but Victoria stops to talk a lot of trash. She
can back it up though as a kick to the ribs puts Brie on the floor. Back
in and Brie grabs a small package for the pin out of nowhere.

Here's a classic from ECW on SyFy on March 30, 2009.

Nikki Bella vs. Brie Bella

Nikki comes out with Miz and Morrison but Brie counters with Carlito and
Primo. Brie grabs a quick rollup for two before just hammering away at
her sister’s face. Some armdrags put Nikki down but she grabs a quick
suplex for two. Brie hooks a bulldog but the tag teams get in a brawl,
allowing Nikki to roll up Brie for the pin.

Rating: D. Somehow this is going to be even worse when we get the big
showdown in a few months. The girls just aren’t that good in the ring and

it really shows in these matches. Nikki and Brie try out there but they
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seem to take things way more seriously than they should and it drags
everything down. Just be good looking women and shake your hips.

To Superstars on July 16, 2009.

Brie Bella vs. Katie Lea

A quick rollup gets two for Brie and a snapmare puts Katie down. Katie
comes right back with a backbreaker for two and a dropkick to the back.
Brie gets back up and they slug it out with Brie taking over, only to get
kicked to the floor. Twin Magic lets Nikki grab a rollup for the pin.

We’ll jump ahead to Brie being a pro on NXT, October 26, 2010.

Brie Bella vs. AJ

The Bellas have split up and aren’t living together anymore.
Oh hey Primo is here again. I forgot he existed. Big
clothesline by Brie gets two. I know I'm in the minority here
but the Bellas are gorgeous and this is no exception. AJ gets
two feet up to block a charge so Brie hits the floor. Nikki
gets on her and Primo says DON'T DO IT! AJ gets a half rear
naked choke (what kind of a name is that anyway?) half sleeper
which gets her nowhere. AJ is all aggressive here but not in a
heel style. Nikki pulls Brie out when the referee isn’t
looking and a bad looking X Factor ends it for Nikki in a
little over 4:00.

Rating: C-. This was a bit better than the first with an
actual angle is involved here so that always tends to help. Al
was impressive here but I guess she’s not supposed to beat the
Pros here. This wasn’t much here but it could have been far
worse. It’'’s so interesting to see Brie as the star instead of
the future huge star in AJ.

Time for a mixed tag on Raw, December 6, 2010.

Ted DiBiase/Maryse vs. Daniel Bryan/Brie Bella

Before the match we see Daniel Bryan coming out of a locker



room with Brie Bella. Nikki comes up and seems rather jealous.
I'm liking where this is going. The guys start us off and here
comes Nikki. The Bellas are looking very good tonight in red.
Punk says he’s seeing double. There’s a Foreigner song in
there somewhere. Bryan beats on Ted for a few seconds before
the girls come in. Maryse gets beaten on for a bit. Ted comes
in for the save and it’s a big brawl a minute and a half in.
There’s the Twin Magic and Nikki rolls up Maryse for the pin
at 2:12.

Another Raw from April 11, 2011.

Divas Title: Eve Torres vs. Brie Bella

Brie allegedly won a Divas battle royal to win this shot. Wasn’t that
weeks ago and she got the shot already? Eve brings a marker to have an X
put on Nikki’s hand so we know she’s on the floor. That'’s rather
intelligent. Brie takes her down to start but Eve makes her comeback with
a dropkick and the standing moonsault for two. Eve gets her in the Tree
of Woe and when she’s being taken off there’s a switch. While Nikki is
being taken out Brie sneaks up on her and an X-Factor gives Brie the
title at 2:20. Weak match but all the girls looked good from a looks
perspective at least.

Time for a PPV title match at Over the Limit 2011.

Divas Title: Brie Bella vs. Kelly Kelly

Cole even says this will be boring. This is about what you would
expect: both girls do a few things, neither really are that good, both
look good in tiny shorts, which is why they have their jobs I suppose.
LONG armbar by Brie wastes some time. There’s Twin Magic, X-Factor,
Nikki gets the pin to give Brie the title.

Rating: F. Dang it why did this have to be long enough to grade? The
match was awful the whole way through as they have no business being on
PPV. Watching Nunzio as the referee and the girls looking good are the
only high spots here. Also, no sign of Kharma. How in the world can you
validate this being on PPV? I give up.



A rematch on Raw, August 29, 100.

Kelly Kelly vs. Brie Bella

Oh joy, it'’s this match again. Kelly hammers away to start and we cut to
Beth and Natalya complaining about someone else that are causing the
problems. They should be in the ring, not Kelly. The twins switch places
and Nikki gets the pin with an X-Factor at 1:18.

We need gimmicks! From the live Holiday Special Smackdown on November 29,
2011.

Alicia Fox vs. Brie Bella vs. Nikki Bella vs. Natalya vs. Kaitlyn vs. AJ

vs. Tamina vs. Aksana

This is a mistletoe on a pole match, which means you have to climb up and
get the mistletoe. The winner gets something they can cash in before
Christmas. Brie wins at 57 seconds after climbing on Nikki. I have no

idea if I got all the competitors or not, not do I care.

The Bellas would leave WWE for about a year and do pretty much nothing in

their time away. Here they are back at Summerslam 2013.

Natalya vs. Brie Bella

This is the Total Divas match. You can add Natalya to the list of people
who have fallen through the floor in a year. She has the Funkadactyls
with her while Brie has Nikki and Eva Marie. I'm not sure who has the
better backup here. Feeling out process to start with both girls doing
their best choreographed spots. Brie slaps her in the face but has to
head to the ropes to avoid a Sharpshooter attempt.

Natalya is sent to the floor and caught with a baseball slide to the back
as a JBL chant starts up. Now it’'s a Michael Cole chant, followed by the
required Jerry version. Brie drops a leg and cranks on a chinlock as the
fans want tables. Natalya fights up and puts on a quick Sharpshooter but
Brie sends her into the corner. The other Divas get into it on the floor
and we hit another chinlock from Brie. Back up and a sunset flip is

countered into a Sharpshooter to make Brie tap at 4:19.



Rating: D-. Well that happened. It doesn’t hold up, the fans don’t care,
and the whole thing is a waste of time. The girls didn’t even look all
that great here as most of their outfits looked like they belonged in the
1950s. The fact that Total Divas didn’t get the Divas Title off of AJ

continues to astound me.
Another title shot at Battleground 2013.

Divas Title: A] Lee vs. Brie Bella

Brie is challenging and takes AJ down with ease, sending the champion out
to the floor. AJ hides behind Tamina and heads back inside to take over.
Brie is sent into the post and AJ goes after the arm, wrapping it around
the middle rope. Brie’s DDT is countered into a DDT on the arm for two
before sending her shoulder first “into” the post.

AJ keeps shouting about being better than Brie before going off on the
bad arm with elbows. Off to a Fujiwara Armbar but AJ lets it go to skip
around the ring. Brie dropkicks her down and hits some really basic stuff
before knocking AJ down with a running knee. Tamina is choking Nikki
Bella down though and the distraction lets AJ roll up Brie for the pin
with a handful of tights at 6:32.

Rating: D+. To recap this story, AJ won the Divas Title clean, defeated
every one of the Total Divas in the same match with a completely clean
submission hold, and has held the title against all of them, but we’re
supposed to boo her because the other girls are catty to each other on a
reality show. The match was nothing you wouldn’t see on Raw, but the fans
were more into it than they were the IC Title match.

Here’s validation for a rematch on Smackdown, October 18, 2013.

Brie Bella vs. AJ Lee

Brie has a banged up shoulder. AJ immediately bails to the floor a few
times but Tamina blocks Brie from going after her. Tamina finally moves
and Brie gets in a right hand before sending it back inside. AJ absorbs
everything Brie throws at her and snaps the bad arm over the top rope to
take over. Off to an armbar as Brie screams a lot. Brie's arm is wrapped



around the middle rope and it'’s already back to another armbar. The twin
comes back with an elbow in the corner and a middle rope missile dropkick
for two. Nikki throws Tamina into the steps, allowing Brie to grab a
TERRIBLE looking Bella Buster for the pin at 3:55.

Rating: D. If this is supposed to make me sympathize with or care about
the Bellas, it’s not quite working. I have a hard time caring about two
beautiful women on a reality show who happen to be sleeping with two of
the three top guys in the company. The whole feud started because AJ said
she was a wrestler and Brie is a reality TV personality but we're
supposed to like the reality TV star on the wrestling show. Yet WWE is
surprised it’s not working.

And the rematch at Hell in a Cell 2013.
Divas Title: AJ Lee vs. Brie Bella

AJ is defending. Brie gets shoved down to start and it’'s off to a quick
chinlock. The fans are noticeably not that interested in the match to put
it mildly. A neckbreaker puts Brie down and AJ skips around the ring to
the only reaction so far. AJ hooks a guillotine choke but Brie drives her
into the corner and hits a middle rope dropkick to put the champion down.

A few more dropkicks have AJ in trouble but she sends Brie into the
corner to stop her. The Black Widow is countered and Brie puts on a half
crab as Nikki beats up Tamina. AJ makes the rope and Brie’s running knee
hits her sister, allowing the Black Widow to retain the title for AJ at
5:20.

Rating: D+. THANK GOODNESS. It’s so nice to see the talented and popular
wrestler get the chance for once instead of bowing to reality TV. This
likely sets up the Bella feud which no one is interested in but will give
us lots of moments to look at the camera for some very REAL heart to

heart moments.
Time for a six Divas tag on Raw, February 10, 2014.

Aksana/Alicia Fox/AJ Lee vs. Bella Twins/Cameron

Nikkia hits a quick facebuster on AJ to start and sends her to the floor



before it’s off to Aksana. Nikki does the Worm for no apparent reason and
kicks Aksana in the back for two. Brie comes in and is slammed down for
two and it’s off to Alicia for another slam out of the corner for two
more. A rollup gets two for Brie and Alicia runs her over to set up a
chinlock. Nikki is sent to the floor as Cameron gets the hot tag and
cleans house. Cameron takes Alicia down with a headscissors and gets two
off a dropkick to the side of the head. A DDT, apparently called Girl Bye
is enough to pin Fox at 4:43.

Rating: D-. Next. That’s all I've got here.

Off to a big mess at Wrestlemania XXX where the Bellas kind of stole the

show.

Divas Title: Vickie Guerrero Invitational

Aksana, Alicia Fox, AJ Lee, Naomi, Brie Bella, Cameron, Emma, Eva Marie,
Layla, Natalya, Nikki Bella, Rosa Mendes, Summer Rae, Tamina Snuka.

So AJ is defending and is facing the entire division, as in thirteen
other girls. Good reaction for the champion but this is the death spot to
end all death spots. Vickie is at ringside holding the title. AJ and
Tamina are thrown into the middle of the ring and beaten on for a solid
three seconds before it breaks down. Everyone is in the ring at the same
time mind you. The fans want refunds and chant for Undertaker.

There'’s nothing to call here other than the girls look good in their
outfits and Rosa looks bizarre with short bleach blonde hair. Natalya
tries a triple Sharpshooter on Cameron, Rosa and someone else but Eva
makes the save. A quadruple suplex gets four near falls before Cameron
hits a running Codebreaker on the champion. Cameron’s top has been ripped
apart and she keeps having to cover up.

The Emma Sandwich crushes Summer and it’s time for the Parade of
Finishers/moves that are allegedly finishers because most of these girls
don’t ever win anything. Eva, in a swimsuit, shoves Tamina down but runs
away from her. Everyone but the Bellas are knocked to the floor and the
twins hit some nice suicide dives to take them out. Now it’s time for the
Bellas to fight but Alicia and Nattie come back in to break it up. Tamina



nails Natalya with a Samoan drop but Naomi breaks up the Splash. Natalya
slams Aksana off the top for two and AJ puts Naomi in the Black Widow for
the submission to retain at 6:43.

Rating: D+. There were fourteen girls in there at once and one fall to a
finish. What in the world were you expecting here? Also they knew there
was no way anyone was going to care and they didn’t really try to fight
it. Those dives by the Bellas were nice though. 0dds are this sets up
Paige debuting though as there’s literally no one left for AJ to beat. Or
Kharma comes back.

We’ll wrap it up with the biggest match of Brie’s career, arguably the
second main event at Summerslam 2014.

Brie Bella vs. Stephanie McMahon

Stephanie is almost in a black superhero outfit. They slowly shove each
other to start until Stephanie stomps away in the corner. Brie comes back
with a YES Lock attempt to send Stephanie running outside, but she blocks
Brie's suicide dive with a forearm. Back in and a Hennig necksnap gets
two on Brie as the announcers talk about how awesome Stephanie is. She
stomps on Brie’s head and cranks on the arms as Brie looks mildly
annoyed.

Brie finally kicks her in the face so Stephanie turns on the EVIL FACE,
only to get caught by a Thesz Press. Some kicks in the ribs have
Stephanie in trouble and a hair drag does the same. A middle rope missile
dropkick gets two on McMahon and there are some HORRIBLE looking right
hands.

Cue HHH for a distraction but Brie counters Stephanie’s Pedigree attempt
into the YES Lock, but HHH pulls the referee to the floor. Brie kicks HHH
down and starts a YES chant as Nikki is at ringside as well. Nikki comes
in and stops Stephanie from leaving before turning on Brie as almost
everyone expected her to. Nikki helps Stephanie up and a Pedigree gives
her the pin at 11:05.

Rating: C+. Well you knew she wasn’t going to job. It’s on a bit of an
adjusted scale but the match was shockingly good. That being said, it was



NOWHERE near enough to justify the push its been receiving. All this to
set up the Bellas fighting each other? They really think this is
something people are going to be interested in? Dear goodness imagine the
promos we’re going to have to sit through. The girls all looked good
though.

I think I've covered my thoughts on Brie Bella over the last few months.
She’s a very pretty woman who can rock a tight outfit, but her in ring
work can only get her so far. Her acting skills on the other hand are
about as horrible as humanly possible. I don’t think the fans care about
the Bellas’ drama and just want to see them in outfits and looking good.
There'’s nothing wrong with the Divas having stories, but hearing about
Brie wrecking Nikki’'s car at 16 and shouting about holding each other
back isn’'t it. Brie has her place and is good at it when she isn’t pushed
way over her head.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1997 WCW Monday Nitro Reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:
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