Dark — March 17, 2020: Yes
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Dark
Date: March 17, 2020
Location: Maverik Center, West Valley City, Utah

Commentators: Excalibur, Taz

Hosts: Tony Schiavone, Dasha Gonzalez

This might be the last time that we see a large crowd for a large company
and that makes me sad in a way. I'm hoping the show lives up to its
status of being in this position, even if there was no reason to believe
that it would be in the first place. So yeah, odds are it’s a normal
show, which sounds great right now. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

The announcers run down the card.

Peter Avalon vs. Colt Cabana

Leva Bates is with Avalon of course and Cabana interrupts his pre-match
speech, also of course. Avalon takes him into the corner to start but
Colt gives him a heck of a chop. It’'s time to crank on Avalon’s arms
before taking him down into a bodyscissors. Back up and Avalon dropkicks
him to the floor, with Cabana grabbing his knee.
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Avalon’s high crossbody gets two and he grabs his own double arm crank.
Cabana fights up again and hits the Flip Flop and Fly into a splash for
two. That sends Avalon to the apron but Bates gets in Cabana’s way,

setting up a tug of war. Avalon gets the better of it and nearly kisses

her, only to get caught in the Superman pin at 5:42.

Rating: D+. Just a match here, but it shows what Cabana can do best: he’s
a perfect choice for a way to open the show most weeks. The fans know who
he is, he can be entertaining both with comedy and wrestling, and can go
serious if necessary. This was fine enough for an opener, though it’'s not
like it was anything worth seeing.

Tony and Dasha don’t have much to say, though Tony does have a new shirt.

Hybrid 2 vs. Brandon Cutler/Michael Nakazawa

Evans and Angelico jump them to start as the fans chant for Nakazawa. We
settle down to Evans hammering on Nakazawa until Angelico takes him down
by the leg to crank away. Nakazawa’'s comeback doesn’t last long as
Angelico cranks on the arm, only to have Nakazawa oil his way to freedom.
The o0il gets him out of a double suplex as well and it’s Cutler coming in
to clean house.

This includes a forearm, with Excalibur making fun of JR for calling it a
Five Arm (since wrestling was invented in Japan/Mexico and nothing else
matters to him, or at least that’s how it comes off). Anyway, Cutler
kicks people in the head and drops a guillotine legdrop to the back of
Angelico’s head on the apron. A top rope elbow gets two on Evans but
Nakazawa o0ils Cutler in the face by mistake. Evans moonsaults onto
Cutler, leaving Angelico to hit a running Razor’s Edge buckle bomb. The
630 gives Evans the pin on Nakazawa at 6:24.

Rating: C-. So, to recap, Excalibur is fine with a guy whose whole deal
is pouring o0il on himself and then spitting it in his partner’s eyes but
JR calling a forearm a Five Arm (because for some reason the idea of the
name is REALLY complicated I guess) is too far? But hey, he knows the
“official” name for a suicide dive and wears a mask because he honors

lucha libre tradition. Or something.



The hosts preview the next match.

Penelope Ford vs. Riho

Kip Sabian is here as well. Ford forearms her down to start but Riho
bridges up at one. Some running knees in the corner have Ford in trouble
until Sabian pulls Riho’s leg. That lets Ford hit a Stunner and hammer
away on the mat, followed by the handspring elbow in the corner. A
delayed vertical suplex gets two and Ford tries a bridge, only to get
stomped in the ribs.

Riho hits a 619 (or tiger feint kick in case Rey Mysterio isn’t good
enough for you) and a crucifix driver gets two. The top rope double stomp
gets the same but Ford is right back with a fireman’s carry gutbuster.
The V Trigger misses in the corner but Sabian offers a distraction,
allowing Ford to hit a handspring Stunner. A fisherman’s suplex finishes
Riho at 6:06.

Rating: C-. There was a bit too much interference here as Sabian got
involved several times, but I can go with that by having a surprise
ending. I wouldn’t have bet on having Riho lose here but it’s nice to see
someone getting a chance. I’'ve never quite gotten the huge star power in
Riho, but if she’s as big of a deal as the fans treat her as, this
shouldn’t hurt her that much.

Stu Grayson vs. Christopher Daniels

SCU gets ejected before the bell and Dark Order is tossed as well,
meaning it’s one on one. A shoulder puts Grayson outside in a hurry so
Daniels hits a baseball slide to send him into the barricade. Back in and
a high crossbody gives Daniels two, only to have Grayson come back with a
release Rock Bottom. Some rollups give Daniels two more so Grayson hits
him in the throat.

A slingshot hilo to the apron (Grayson: “This is fun!”) crushes Daniels
but he catches Grayson with an exploder suplex into the corner. The STO
plants Grayson and the Blue Thunder Bomb gets the same. Grayson is back
with a running knee for two but Nightfall is broken up. Angel’s Wings is
countered as well though and Grayson hits a sitout TKO for a rather near



fall.

Grayson takes too long to set up his own BME so Daniels slips away,
setting up Angel’s Wings for two. A Downward Spiral sets up the Koji
Clutch but a Creeper (or follower or the Dark Order as Excalibur puts it
because he can’t remember the official name here, and yes I'm still on
this) distracts the referee. Daniels takes care of him and counters
Nightfall into a rollup for the pin at 10:06.

Rating: B-. You have this good match, which ties into a big story, taped
and you don’t put it in on Dynamite? I'm not sure I get that but at least
it was a lot better than anything else on the show. What matters here is
making me care about the Exalted One and they have done that rather well,
as I don’t know who it is going to be, which is a nice feeling to have.

Post match the Dark Order comes in but SCU and Colt Cabana run in for the
save. Daniels calls out Evil Uno, saying there is no Exalted One.

Overall Rating: C. The main event helped it a lot but aside from that,
this was your run of the mill, non-essential viewing episode of Dark.
It’s very good that AEW has basically turned this into the B team show
most of the time, as people like Nakazawa or Avalon have little reason to
be close to Dynamite these days. Not a great show, but the main event
wasn’t bad at all and advanced the big story for the week so well done

there.

Results

Colt Cabana b. Peter Avalon — Superman pin

Hybrid 2 b. Michael Nakazawa/Brandon Cutler — 630 to Nakazawa
Penelope Ford b. Riho — Fisherman’s suplex

Christopher Daniels b. Stu Grayson — Rollup

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the

paperback edition of KB's Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out



the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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