
Royal Rumble Count-Up – 2012
(2013 Redo): Here’s A Fresh
Start
Royal Rumble 2012
Date: January 29, 2012
Location: Scottrade Center, St. Louis, Missouri
Attendance: 18,121
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Booker T

We wrap things up here with last year’s show. The Rumble is back to the
thirty entrant variety which is probably the best move all around. The
odds on favorite is Jericho who returned very recently before this show.
Other than that we’ve got Daniel Bryan defending his newly won world
title against Big Show and Henry in a cage, along with Punk defending
against Ziggler. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is of course about going to Wrestlemania.

Smackdown World Title: Big Show vs. Daniel Bryan vs. Mark Henry

Bryan is champion and beat Show at TLC by cashing in his MITB case in 45
seconds. Show beat Henry at the same show and ran over Bryan’s girlfriend
AJ on Raw to set all this up. This is one fall to a finish and it’s
pin/submission/escape. Bryan immediately goes for the corner but Henry
pulls him down and Show runs Bryan over for two. Show crushes Henry
against the cage wall but has to stop to pull Bryan back inside. Bryan
tries to run up again but Show catches him by the ankle and slams him
back in.

Show loads up the WMD but hits the cage wall instead. The champion fires
off some kicks but gets headbutted right back down. Bryan kicks the knee
out even harder and fires off some kicks to Henry to keep the other
monster down. He goes for the door but you know this isn’t ending that
quickly. Henry makes the stop and demands that the referee CLOSE THAT
DOOR. Show superkicks Henry down and it’s his turn to take over for
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awhile.

Bryan gets slammed down but Henry is back up again. A few punches put
Show down because a dozen chair shots usually can’t, but a few punches
can. Actually that’s a great way to keep Henry looking strong. The fans
are cheering for Bryan as Henry and Show collide to put all three guys
down. Show gets back up and clotheslines Bryan down a few times before
superkicking him in the face. The chokeslam is countered and Bryan hits a
tornado DDT on Show for two.

The LeBell (NO!) Lock is put on Show but Henry breaks it up in about a
second. The WMD gets two on Henry but Bryan makes the save, which ticks
Show off. Bryan SPRINTS up the cage but Show chases after him and grabs
Bryan before he can get out. Bryan sits on the top of the cage and pounds
away, only to be caught again. The champion is literally hanging from
Show’s wrist before finally letting go and falling to the floor to retain
the title.

Rating: D+. This really wasn’t all that great. At the end of the day, it
was a lot of the same sequence over and over again with Show and Henry
not having a ton of interaction at all. The ending didn’t look great
either and I’m not sure why Show would just hold him out over the floor
like that. This falls under the category of “…..really?” as it’s hard to
buy Bryan keeping the belt here.

Long video on Cena and all the stuff he does for WWE. The man is insanely
committed to that company.

Divas of Doom/Bella Twins vs. Eve Torres/Alicia Fox/Tamina/Kelly Kelly

The Divas of Doom are Beth and Natalya. Natalya and Tamina start things
off and they collide a few times. Tamina slaps her in the face before
chopping Nattie down for two. Off to Eve for that bouncing moonsault for
two. Since that’s a pretty lame move, Natalya charges her into the corner
and brings in Beth who blocks a rolling splash with knees to Eve’s back.

Off to let’s say Nikki for some basic stomps to the back and a quickly
broken chinlock. Jerry is asked what he likes about the Bellas and he
can’t even get an answer out. Not hot tag brings in Alicia who is



immediately sent into the corner and chinlocked as well. Alicia finally
counters by flipping Nikki forward and makes the actual hot tag to Kelly.
There’s the screaming headscissors and a faceplant for two. Everything
breaks down and almost everyone heads to the floor, where Kelly hits a
HUGE dive to take everyone out. Back in and Beth SLAPS herself in to hit
the Glam Slam on Kelly for the pin.

Rating: D+. This was your usual Divas match: they did their “sexy” spots,
they had barely there outfits, Kelly screamed a lot, Beth beat up Kelly
to end things. One interesting note from a year later: would they even be
able to put together an eight Divas tag now? I’m thinking through the
roster and I don’t know if I can name eight girls on the main shows right
now.

We recap Ryder getting hurt at the hands of Kane. This was during the
period where Ryder went from one of the hottest things in the company and
US Champion to a rag doll that Kane destroyed over and over and over in
the span of a few weeks until his push was completely destroyed. Eve
blamed Cena for Ryder having his back broken for some reason.

Ryder is wheeled in and patronized by Johnny Ace (remember him?). Ace has
a private room set up for Ryder but Eve comes up to yell at Ace first.
Not much here but it’s setting up stuff later on tonight.

Kane vs. John Cena

This is when Kane had the welder’s mask look. Brawl to start with Kane
beating Cena down into the corner as the fans are split on Johnny. A
clothesline puts them both on the floor where Kane is sent knees first
into the steps. Back in and Cena can’t hit the AA on Kane. That makes
sense as after all, Kane is probably 175lbs lighter than Show who Cena
throws around with near ease most of the time.

Kane kicks Cena down and gets two off an uppercut. A suplex gets the same
and it’s off to a chinlock. Cena fights up and is sent into the buckle
for his efforts followed by Kane’s stupid smother hold. John tries to
counter into a Crossface but Kane comes out with a side slam. The idea
here is that Cena can’t get anything going at all. The top rope
clothesline takes Cena’s head off but Cena pops up and hits his shoulder



block.

The Shuffle is countered by a grab of Cena’s throat and a big boot gets
two. Cena blocks a superplex and hits the Shuffle off the top. That’s
certainly a new one. The AA is countered by an elbow to the face and Kane
kicks Cena out to the floor. Booker talks about how Cena is a good kid. I
don’t think I ever recall Cena being called a kid since like 2004. Kane
pounds on Cena in the aisle and that’s a double countout so we can do
this match again next month.

Rating: D+. I know that’s a common theme tonight but it fits here again.
These two didn’t work all that well together and the story was even
worse. Then again, this was nothing more than giving Cena something to do
for a few months until he could get ready for the biggest match of his
career. This didn’t work for the most part.

The fight continues into the back where Kane finds a chair to lay to lay
out Cena. To the shock of no one paying attention, Kane finds the door to
Ryder’s private room and kicks the door in. Ryder is taken to the ring
and tombstoned as Eve screams. Cena comes out to try to save Eve but gets
chokeslammed by Kane who walks away. Ryder does a stretcher job, but
somehow it would get even worse for him in the coming weeks.

BE A STAR!

Zack is wheeled out and Cena is booed for it. That’s the part of this
story that never held up for me: why is this Cena’s responsibility? Ryder
was the United States Champion. He should be able to defend himself.

We get a video on the Rock just like Cena got earlier. It’s shot in the
back of Rock’s car and is more like a mini documentary. It focuses on how
insane Rock’s life is and all of the stuff he does around the world.

Drew McIntyre vs. Brodus Clay

This is right after Brodus redebuted as the Funkasaurus so he was still a
new character at this point. Brodus dances a lot, Drew punches him in the
corner, Brodus headbutts him and hits the cross body (called WHAT THE
FUNK) for the pin in about a minute.



Buy Slim Jims! For the troops!

We recap Punk vs. Ziggler who is challenging Punk on Ace’s behalf. This
is during the “Ace is boring” phase where Punk made fun of him no matter
what he did, so Ace helped Ziggler get a win over Punk to earn a title
shot. Ace is also guest referee tonight just because. He’s openly
admitted he’s going to screw Punk out of the title tonight, so HHH is
going to evaluate his job status the next night on Raw, meaning Ace has
to play nice.

Raw World Title: CM Punk vs. Dolph Ziggler

Punk is defending and Ace is referee. Johnny Ace is John Laurinitis but
that’s a hard name to spell. Before the match, Ace says he’ll be the
outside referee. Ok then. Wait we’re still not ready to go as Ace throws
Vickie out as well. We finally get going and Ziggler tries a quick
Fameasser which is countered into a failed GTS attempt. Punk tells Dolph
it was that close. They feel each other out a bit longer until Ziggler
starts strutting.

Punk finally gets his hands on Ziggler and puts on an abdominal stretch,
complete with a wrapped toe and slicking back his hair ala Ziggler. Dolph
heads to the floor and gets taken out by a suicide dive but shoves Punk
off the top rope once they get back inside. Ziggler drops about eight
elbows in a row and a jumping version gets two. We hit the chinlock with
Ziggler cranking on the head way more than necessary.

The champ starts firing off chops and strikes before getting caught in
the sleeper. That goes nowhere but neither does Punk’s Anaconda Vice
attempt. Back to the sleeper but Dolph can’t get it on all the way.
Instead there’s a perfect dropkick for two on Punk but the Fameasser is
countered into a helicopter bomb for two. A swinging neckbreaker by the
champ puts Dolph into the corner where the knee/bulldog combination
actually works.

The GTS is countered into a slingshot but Punk lands on the middle rope.
He comes off with a spinning cross body but Ziggler rolls through for a
near fall in a cool sequence. The high kick gets two for Punk as does the
Macho Elbow, drawing a Randy Savage chant. The GTS is countered again and



the referee goes down as per the requirement in a world title mach. Punk
hooks the Vice but Ace is checking on the down referee. Then Punk gets a
rollup and there’s STILL no referee.

Ace sends the referee back in as Punk loads up the GTS, but Ziggler’s
legs knock Ace to the floor. Ace sees the pin but refuses to count
because he thinks Punk did it on purpose. Ziggler counters another GTS
attempt into the Fameasser for two before pounding away a bit. The champ
comes back with a slingshot and the GTS gets a pin from both referees to
retain the title.

Rating: B+. This took awhile to get going as we were all waiting on the
Ace stuff. The feud would go on for weeks until Jericho finally showed up
to give Punk someone with charisma to feud with. The near falls at the
end were a lot better than Ace, but it occurs to me that this was pretty
much the same match he had last year. Good stuff though.

Rumble by the Numbers:

30 Superstars

1 winner

31 Hall of Famers in the Rumble

21 main events those Hall of Famers have been in at Wrestlemania

695 entrants who have been eliminated

39 entrants eliminated by Michaels, a record (Kane is second at 35)

13 consecutive Rumbles for Kane

11 eliminations for Kane in 2001

194,107lbs that have been in the Rumble, or over 97 tons, or 430 Big Show

421,883 people who have attended the Rumble

62:12 Rey Mysterio spent in the Rumble in 2006, a record

3 wins for Austin



1 second that Santino lasted in 2009

2 women who have competed in the Rumble

1, the entrant that has produced the same amount of winners as #30 at two
each

27, the entrant with more winners than any other at four

55 percent of winners that have won the title at Wrestlemania

Royal Rumble

The Miz is #1 and talks about how he’s going back to the main event of
Wrestlemania this year. His former apprentice Alex Riley is #2 which
isn’t really surprising given how RANDOM these draws are. I always liked
Riley and he always got a good reaction, which is clearly why he doesn’t
get on TV more. Riley pounds away to start and runs Miz over with a
forearm but walks into a big boot. Maybe it’s the old school fan in me
but I don’t like a 6’0 guy using a big boot. Miz talks trash and low
bridges Riley out with ease.

R-Truth, Miz’s former partner, is #3. Truth fires off some kicks and
avoids the Finale before hitting a kind of powerslam. Miz gets sent to
the apron for the second time but Truth turns his back to watch Cody come
out at #4. A quick Disaster Kick puts Truth down (Cole says it hits Miz
because those two are so hard to tell apart) and Truth gets double teamed
for awhile. He manages to send Cody to the apron but gets caught in the
Reality Check as the clock seems to be speeding up.

Justin Gabriel is #5 and things speed WAY up. A big spinwheel kick puts
Miz down before Cody goes nuts on Gabriel in the corner. Primo is #6 to
keep things low key to start. Actually he speeds things up as well and
hits a sweet headscissors out of the corner to take Gabriel down. Truth
hits the spinning forearm on Cody, only to be dumped out by Miz a second
later. Since he’s still crazy, Truth pulls Miz to the floor and lays him
out on the outside.

Mick Foley is #7 to fire up the crowd a little bit. He dumps Primo almost
immediately before getting beaten on by Cody. Foley looks really old and



slow here but to be fair, he is in fact old and slow. In a HILARIOUS bit,
Ricardo Rodriguez is #8 but comes out in an old banged up, rusted out
rental car. He’s even got the Del Rio scarf to hide some of his hideous
pale body. We get a HUGE Ricardo chant as Foley and Gabriel have no idea
what to do here.

Ricardo takes Cody down and pounds away before proposing an alliance with
Foley of all people. They actually do team up and toss Gabriel, allowing
Ricardo to do a CM Punk knee slide. We keep the comedy going with Santino
at #9 and Ricardo runs from the Cobra. Santino beats on Ricardo and
literally rolls him around the ring before pulling his trunks up and
tossing Rodriguez.

Now we get my favorite spot of the match as Santino puts on the Cobra and
Mick puts on Socko and it’s TIME FOR A DUEL!!! Before they can collide
though it’s Epico at #10 but he falls to the powers of the socks and is
out almost immediately. The socks COLLIDE until Miz and Cody pop back in
(neither was eliminated) and dump Santino. Miz gets Socko but Cody dumps
Mick. Fun comedy bit here to give us a good first act to the match.

Kofi Kingston is #11 and hits a double springboard clothesline before
hitting a double Boom Drop. In at #12 is Jerry Lawler (Cole: “WHAT ARE
YOU DOING???”) and he causes Miz to hit Cody by mistake. Lawler speeds
things up and hits the middle rope punch with the lowered strap, only to
be put out by Cody. Ezekiel Jackson is #13 and gets to do the usual power
moves on each guy while the others lay around.

Jinder Mahal is #14 and the fans start chanting USA, even though the only
two Americans in this match are Rhodes and Miz. Great Khali comes in at
#15 and Mahal panics. Everyone gets chops and Mahal is out in just a few
seconds. Jackson tries to pound away and is put out almost immediately as
well. Hunico is #16 on that stupid bicycle of his and hits a spinning
cross body on Miz and his Angle Slam on Cody.

Khali chops Hunico down as the ring is staying relatively empty. Booker T
is #17 to surprise Cole. You would think he would have noticed that the
man sitting next to him for over two hours wasn’t wearing pants but he
never was considered that bright. Now we get the spot of the match as Miz



shoves Kofi to the floor but Kofi holds himself up by his hands. Miz
shoves Kofi into a handstand but Kingston WALKS ON HIS HANDS ACROSS THE
FLOOR TO THE STEPS to get back in. FREAKING AWESOME MAN!

Dolph Ziggler is #18 as the ring is starting to get full. Hacksaw Jim
Duggan makes his annual return at #19 to pop the crowd huge. He cleans
house for a bit and we get a DOUBLE NOGGIN KNOCKER on Miz and Rhodes.
Cody avoids a charge in the corner though and dumps Duggan in less than a
minute. That’s the best idea at the end of the day. Miz and Cody team up
to put out Booker and Khali at the same time.

We complete the trio with Michael Cole at #20. At the moment we’ve got
Cole, Miz, Rhodes, Kingston, Hunico and Ziggler in the ring. Kharma
returns at #21 in her only WWE match ever. She hits Cole so hard she
knocks his headgear off so Cole eliminates himself. Well he gets to the
apron where King and Booker eliminate him. Ziggler tells Kharma to get
out so she DRILLS him. Kharma dumps Hunico but Ziggler sneaks up and
eliminates her (Booker calls this doing the impossible. Not really Book.)
to a ton of heat.

Sheamus is #22 to give us some A level star power. Well maybe B+ level.
Things speed up with Sheamus destroying everyone and tossing Kofi out.
There are the ten forearms in the ropes to Cody and ten to Miz as well.
The Zig Zag is countered and Road Dogg is another surprise return at #23.
He gets to clean house for a bit and earns a “you still got it” chant. In
far less than 90 seconds, Jey Uso is #24.

Everyone pairs off until Jack Swagger is #25. After a few suplexes
everything settles down into its usual brawling phase until Barrett is
#26. He throws out Roadie and stomps away on a lot of people. David
Otunga gets the lucky spot at #27 and poses a lot before he comes out.
Not a lot happens so Orton comes in at #28 to pick things up a bit.
Remember we’re in his hometown so everyone goes nuts.

Cody breaks up the RKO on Barrett so Randy hits the Elevated DDT on both
Cody and Ziggler at the same time because he can. There’s an RKO to
Barrett and he’s out. Chris Jericho, complete with a blackout of the
arena, makes his return at #29. He’s still a face at this point and dumps



Otunga to a good reaction. Big Show is #30 which was considered a letdown
at the time. Dude, he was world champion a month ago. That’s hardly
Darren Young coming out.

As Show comes in he pulls Swagger out from the floor, giving us a final
grouping of Miz, Rhodes, Ziggler, Sheamus, Orton, Jericho and Big Show.
That’s a pretty solid grouping. Show dumps Cody and Miz at the same time
to get us down to five. Show tosses Ziggler as well to get us down to
four. The big man cleans house but walks into an RKO, allowing Orton and
Sheamus to pick him up and Randy clotheslines him out. Jericho dumps
Orton immediately thereafter and we’re down to two.

The fans are entirely behind Jericho here so Sheamus runs him over a few
times. Jericho’s bulldog is countered but Sheamus can’t throw him over
the corner. Jericho charges into the Irish Curse but Sheamus can’t hit
the High Cross. We get a great false finish with Jericho clotheslining
Sheamus to the apron and then knocking him down to the point where
Sheamus is hanging on by his leg. Sheamus comes back in with the
slingshot shoulder but the Brogue Kick is countered into the Walls.

After the hold is broken Jericho gets knocked to the apron where he
BARELY hangs on. They go to the top rope and both fall to the apron,
meaning if they hit the floor they’re out. Both guys get back in and
there’s the Codebreaker to Sheamus. Jericho gets Sheamus upside down but
can’t get him out. A shot to the face ticks Sheamus off and he catches a
Codebreaker attempt to put Jericho on the apron. The Brogue Kick sends
Sheamus to Wrestlemania.

Rating: A-. This is one of those Rumbles that is great fun as you watch
it live but it loses some steam on a second viewing. They spent a bit too
much time on nostalgia and funny ideas here but they were still really
good ideas. The ending with Sheamus and Jericho ROCKED and I have no idea
why they never got to have a long PPV match. This is a really good Rumble
but it never reaches that excellent level that some of them get to.

Sheamus celebrates a lot to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. The Rumble is a unique show as it has a way to save
itself from a bad first half. That’s what happened here as the last two



matches were certainly good enough to save it from the horrible first few
matches. As usual the last two guys would both get world title shots with
the winner getting the opening match instead of the real main event, but
going on before Rock vs. Cena is hardly torture.

Ratings Comparison

Daniel Bryan vs. Mark Henry vs. Big Show

Original: C-

Redo: D+

Bella Twins/Divas of Doom vs. Alicia Fox/Kelly Kelly/Eve Torres/Tamina

Original: D+

Redo: D+

Kane vs. John Cena

Original: D+

Redo: D+

Brodus Clay vs. Drew McIntyre

Original: N/A

Redo: N/A

CM Punk vs. Dolph Ziggler

Original: B

Redo: B+

Royal Rumble

Original: B+

Redo: A-



Overall Rating

Original: B-

Redo: B

Just like last year, not much difference here.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/01/29/royal-rumble-2012/

That was fun. I really enjoy going back and doing these shows over again
as a lot of them have great moments that you forget about over the years.
The Rumble is a very unique show as it’s probably the only gimmick PPV
that works almost every year. Over the years there have been a lot of
gimmick shows like Survivor Series and most of them wind up being
terrible at some point. The Rumble has been bad at times to be sure, but
there has never been a period where the match wasn’t at least fun in some
regard or valuable at the end of the day.

The best Rumbles tend to be the ones that follow the three act structure
(dominant midcarder taking over to start, a lot of midcarders and lower
guys in the middle, main eventers to wrap things up) with the best ones
likely being 2000 and 2001. The comedy spots can help a lot as at nearly
an hour, it’s hard to keep things serious the entire time. The only bad
thing about it anymore is that it comes right before Elimination Chamber
which takes away the feeling of the Road to Wrestlemania. Still though,
it’s an excellent series and most are worth seeing if you haven’t before.

Speaking of Wrestlemania, I’ll be releasing the Redo series of that
starting on March 10. I hope you enjoyed this as I did and it’s time for
Wrestlemania season.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/01/29/royal-rumble-2012/
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs

Royal Rumble Count-Up – 2012
(Original):  Uh….About  This
One…..
Royal Rumble 2012
Date: January 29, 2012
Location: Scottrade Center, St. Louis, Missouri
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Booker T

The  Road  to  Wrestlemania  begins  tonight,  even  with  the
Elimination Chamber being in a month and messing things up all
over again. The even money is on either Jericho, Orton or
Sheamus as the dark horse. This probably marks the only time
that he’s ever been considered dark in his life but it’s a
special occasion. Oh and there are two world title matches
tonight too if you care about that sort of thing. Let’s get to
it.

Now we’ve been promised a great main event here tonight. They
wouldn’t lie to us. Not a wrestling company.

The opening video is your usual one for something like this:
everyone saying they want to go to the Rumble.

Smackdown World Title: Daniel Bryan vs. Big Show vs. Mark
Henry

It says a lot when the Smackdown main event is opening the
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show. It’s been like 2 years since they’ve gotten a main
event.  Anyway,  Bryan  is  the  champion  in  case  the  zombie
apocalypse has occurred and you have no access to finding out
who champion was and you’ve somehow found my flash drive.
Henry legit injured his knee on Smackdown so it should be
interesting to see if he does much tonight.

Pin, submission or escape to win. After some big match intros
we’re ready to go. Bryan goes for a quick escape but the
monsters pull him down. Show takes Henry down with a quick
shoulder block and then splashes him against the cage. He does
it again but I guess he’s not Bobby Lashley as the cage
doesn’t  break,  even  on  the  third  attempt.  Bryan  tries  to
escape but Show makes the save.

Show takes over and throws Bryan into the cage. The big punch
hits the cage and Bryan goes after….the leg. That works about
as it does every time you go after a giant’s leg and Show rams
him into various things. Bryan kicks him in the knee to take
him down and then goes after Bryan. Danny calls for the door
to be open but Henry goes for the save. Show kicks Henry in
the face to take over again.

Bryan gets thrown into the cage a bunch of times and a hard
slam puts him down. Henry comes back as we’re into the regular
formula of one guy stays down while the others fight. Mark
misses a charge into the cage and Show spears him which Bryan
gets two off of. Bryan escapes a chokeslam and tries a LeBell
Lock on Show but Henry makes the save. Henry loads up the Slam
on Bryan but Show knocks him out with the punch for two as
Bryan saves. Bryan goes to escape but Show grabs onto him.
After holding on for awhile, Bryan falls down and escapes for
the win at 9:13.

Rating: C-. Not bad here and hopefully it gets Bryan away from
these monsters. There’s only so much he can do against guys
this size without looking ridiculous. They laid around a lot
in this but that’s the accepted formula in triple threats. By



that I mean one person would stay down for way too long off a
basic move but Henry needed the break given his knee. Not bad
but it felt like a Smackdown main event instead of a PPV title
match.

Bryan does his overblown celebration post match.

Elimination  Chamber  promo  with  Amazing  Grace  playing  over
Sheamus talking.

Cena  video  on  his  mainstream  media  appearances  and
international  appeal.  Basically  filler.

Bella Twins/Natalya/Beth Phoenix vs. Eve Torres/Tamina/Alicia
Fox/Kelly Kelly

Title defenses? What are those? I didn’t know Beth was alive
anymore. Tamina and Natalya start us off and thankfully it
lasts longer than their match this past Friday. Off to Eve who
I  thought  turned  heel.  Eve  does  her  usual  stupid  dancing
offense and it’s off to Beth. Off to a Bella who gets two and
hooks a chinlock. Booker actually asks why Lawler likes the
Bellas. Alicia comes in and beats on whichever Bella that is.
Does it really even matter? Off to Eve and everyone goes
outside where Kelly hits a big dive. Beth slaps her way in and
the Glam Slam kills Kelly dead at 5:23.

Rating: D+. The dive was cool and this was one of the better
Divas matches I can remember in awhile, but is there any point
to this division anymore? That’s the first time I remember
seeing Beth in forever and the match was an 8 person tag
instead of something for the title. When’s the last time she
defended it on TV? Based on what I can find, her last three
defenses have been at TLC, Survivor Series and Vengeance.

Video on Ryder being injured.

Ryder is here in a back brace and says he’s here to watch Cena
beat Kane up. He runs into Johnny Ace who has a personal room



ready for Zack. Eve comes up to run her mouth on Ace and calls
him vindictive, pompous and a word I couldn’t understand. Eve
wheels him into the dressing room.

John Cena vs. Kane

Mostly booing for Cena here. Cena goes straight for Kane but
is taken down quickly. The dueling chants begin and Cena fires
off punches, knocking Kane to the floor. They brawl outside
and Kane goes knee first into the steps. AA doesn’t work as
Cena falls forward. Off to the chinlock and the match slows
way  down.  Cena  fights  up  and  we  get  the  boo/yay  punch
sequence. Uppercut by Kane gets two as does a suplex and it’s
back to the chinlock.

Cena fights up and makes a comeback but Kane punches him right
back  down.  A  corner  splash  hits  Cena  but  the  second  is
countered by a drop toehold into the middle buckle. The idea
is that Cena can’t really hurt Kane, as in the story to almost
all  of  Kane’s  matches.  Cena  counters  the  smother  into  a
Crossface. Kane escapes and a side slam gets two for the
masked man. The top rope clothesline puts Cena down and here
comes the chokeslam. Cena ducks it and tries his shoulder
blocks but Kane pops up. ProtoBomb looks to set up the Shuffle
but Kane pops up and kicks him back down.

They go to the corner and Cena knocks him off. Cena hits a top
rope Five Knuckle Shuffle and tries the AA but Kane escapes.
Cena goes for the knee and tries the STF but gets kicked to
the floor. Kane rams him into the apron and they fight up the
ramp for the double countout. I forgot to time it but it ran
roughly 15 minutes.

Rating: D+. Very slow match here and pretty boring. The idea
that Cena can’t hurt Kane got boring quickly and the ending
didn’t help things at all. I don’t really get where they’re
going with this, but I’d assume it’s going towards something
about Cena being evil but rising above it. Just dull for the



most part and the same stuff done over and over again.

Cena rams something that looked like equipment into Kane and
they go into the backstage area. Kane is sent into trashcans
which doesn’t really stop him. The Big Fried Freak grabs a
chair and pops Cena with it about four times. Wouldn’t you
know it we’re right next to Ryder’s dressing room? Kane goes
in and smothers Ryder into presumably death.

Kane comes back out with Ryder in the wheelchair. He wheels
Ryder into the ring and here’s Eve to try to make the save.
This goes about as well as you would think and Ryder gets
tombstoned. Cena finally comes back to fight Kane but walks
into a chokeslam. Kane leaves and Ryder gets taken out on a
stretcher.

Don’t Be A Bully.

Same kind of video on Rock from earlier. He talks about his
movie and this is just eating up time.

Drew McIntyre vs. Brodus Clay

Remember what I said about filler? Brodus dances and jiggles
as Drew hits him. A headbutt to the chest puts Drew down and
there’s the suplex. I know because Brodus said suplex right
before he hit it. Splash in the corner and What The Funk ends
this in 1:15.

We recap Punk vs. Ziggler. Punk has been screwed by Johnny Ace
multiple times now and keeps calling him a failure and all
those things. Ace has finally said that he’s going to screw
Punk as he’s the guest referee. He’s being evaluated tomorrow
night so the question is will he screw Punk because he’s got
nothing to lose or will he play it fair?

Raw World Title: CM Punk vs. Dolph Ziggler

Johnny Ace is referee. Actually scratch that as he says he’ll
be outside referee and there will be a regular one in the



ring. We get big match intros as we should. Punk gets a nice
reaction. Before the bell, Ace comes in and throws Vickie out.
My goodness they’re actually following continuity! Punk won a
match a few weeks ago that ensured Vickie wouldn’t be out here
if you remember that.

Ziggler goes for a quick Fameasser and Punk goes for a quick
GTS which both miss. Ace is texting already. They start with a
nice sequence of counters and avoiding moves. This is going to
be a chess match. Sunset flip gets two for the champ and he
tries the Vice but Ziggy gets to the ropes. Punk takes it to
the mat quickly and we go outside. Punk gets in a few shots
and goes up top back in but Ziggler knocks him off for two.
The champ is holding his neck.

Neckbreaker puts Punk down and Ziggler drops about ten elbows,
finishing with a jumping elbow for a one count. Off to a
chinlock for a few moments. Punk fights up and they slug it
out.  Ziggler  grabs  a  sleeper  which  Punk  reverses  into  an
Anaconda attempt. Back to the sleeper but it’s not all the way
on. Ziggler rolls off and a dropkick gets two. He tries a
running Fameasser but gets caught in a helicopter bomb for
two.

Punk fires off strikes and a swinging neckbreaker to put Dolph
down. There are the knee and bulldog and Punk has the fire in
his eyes. GTS is countered into a catapult but Punk lands on
the middle rope. Ziggler rolls through a cross body for two
with tights. Punk gets a running boot for a delayed two. This
has been FAR better than any other match tonight. Punk slams
him to set up the elbow but stops because it’s near Ace. He
goes up anyway and the elbow gets two. It also draws a Randy
Savage chant and a smile from me.

Another GTS attempt is countered by Ziggler and Punk is shoved
into the referee. Ace tries to wake him up and Punk gets the
Vice.  Ziggler  taps  but  there’s  no  referee  because  Ace  is
trying to revive him. Punk lets it go and yells at Ace.



Ziggler rolls him up but Punk reverses into a rollup of his
own. It would get three but there’s still no referee. John
rolls the referee back in and keeps checking on him.

Punk finally shoves Ace and yells at him. Ziggler tries to
jump him but gets caught in the GTS. Ace gets knocked down by
Dolph’s feet and thinks Punk intentionally hit him. There’s
STILL no referee to count the pin, but he’s on his knees now.
Ace won’t count so Punk says the next GTS is for him. Punk
loads up another GTS on Ziggler but Dolph counters into a
Fameasser in a SWEET counter but it only gets two.

Ziggler is back into it now and he pounds away at Punk like
there’s no tomorrow. The regular referee is back up now. Here
comes the Zig Zag but Punk catches it into a slingshot. GTS
hits but Ace comes in and….counts the pin along with the
regular referee so that Punk wins at 14:42.

Rating: B. Not a classic or anything but it was by far the
best match of the night and a great breath of air to this
horrible show. Punk and Ziggler are just great together and in
the match, everything made perfect sense. Ace didn’t see who
hit him and that it was an accident so he was justifiably mad.
He spent a lot of time with the referee but there never was
any actual cheating.

Ace  hands  the  referee  the  belt  so  Punk  can  take  it.  He
applauds Punk as well.

Ad  for  WWE  on  Youtube  which  will  have  9  original  shows
apparently. It debuts Wednesday.

Rumble by the Numbers promo.

Royal Rumble

Miz is #1 and he has the AWESOME white balloons to go through.
Elimination Chamber is in three weeks. My goodness. Alex Riley
is second in a nice twist. Miz takes him down in the corner



and Booker is talking about royal jelly. Riley throws him to
the apron but Miz lands on the apron. Riley charges like an
idiot and is out before #3 comes in. Third is R-Truth and I’m
so glad they’re not calling this random anymore. It would just
be laughable.

Truth puts him on the apron as well but Miz gets back in. The
Finale  is  escapes  but  the  Little  Jimmy  is  avoided.  Truth
tries….something that I think was suppsed to be a forward
suplex but turned into a powerslam. Miz is thrown to the apron
and Cody is #4. Cody hits a quick Beautiful Disaster and then
teams up with Miz to work on Truth. Cody takes awhile working
on Truth and is thrown to the apron but he hangs on.

Miz takes Truth down with a neckbreaker and Cody gets back in.
#5 is Justin Gabriel and he goes up top to take the heels out
with a cross body. Flying shoulder takers Miz down and a Blue
Thunder Bomb does the same to Cody. The clock seems to be
going very quickly. Miz is put down again by a spinwheel kick
but Cody gets in a shot to slow Gabriel down. The feuds pair
off with Justin and Cody trading chops.

Primo is #6 and unfortunately there’s no Rosa. He actually
cleans house with clotheslines and martial arts. He takes all
four guys down and never gets hit at all. A NICE headscissors
puts Justin down and Cody misses Beautiful Disaster to Truth.
The spinning forearm takes Cody down but Miz throws Truth out.
Truth pulls Miz out and hits a Little Jimmy on the floor, but
Miz went under the ropes so he’s not eliminated.

In at #7 is MICK FOLEY! He, ahem, “runs” to the ring and takes
Primo down quickly. Officially there are 5 people in at the
moment  but  Miz  is  on  the  floor.  Primo  charges  and  gets
backdropped out and is eliminated by Mick. Cody jumps Foley as
Justin takes a breather. There’s a Bang Bang knee in the
corner. Double Arm DDT takes Cody down and Justin helps with
the elimination attempt.



Alberto  Del…..and  never  mind  it’s  Ricardo  at  #8.  In  a
hilarious bit, he comes out in a rusted out 80s car with a
Hefty bag covering a busted out window. He’s in the scarf and
tights also. This is GREAT. Justin and Foley are stunned.
There’s  a  Ricardo  chant.  He  runs  around  for  awhile  and
actually puts Justin out as Foley stands there. Santino is #9
as we’re in the comedy portion of the Rumble. Cody is still
down in the corner and Miz is on the mat.

Ricardo comes right at Santino but runs from the Cobra being
teased.  Santino  beats  up  Ricardo  for  a  bit,  gives  him  a
wedgie, and tosses him. Foley and Santino are the only ones
left and I kid you not: it’s Socko vs. the Cobra. They circle
each other with their hand puppets on and this is hilarious.
Epico is in at #10. Cobra, Socko, bye bye. The Cobra and Sock
collide and it’s hilarious still.

Miz gets back in to fight Foley as Cody tosses Santino. Socko
to Miz but Cody comes from behind to toss him. Miz and Cody
are the only ones in now but Kofi comes in at #11 to keep them
from fighting. Kofi does the running dive through the ropes
into a clothesline to take Cody down. He speeds things way up
and hits a springboard double clothesline and a double Boom
Drop. Miz is thrown to the apron but Cody makes the save.

A dropkick from Cody puts Kofi down and the clock is already
ticking again. In at #12 is….JERRY LAWLER!!! That was a nice
surprise and he ducks a right hand from Miz. Both heels go
down from right hands and dropkicks. A slam puts Miz down and
Lawler drops the strap and hits the middle rope punch, but
Cody puts him out with little effort. Still though that was a
cool surprise.

It’s Kofi, Cody, Miz and now Big Zeke Jackson with new tights
at #13. King is back on commentary and at least he lasted
longer than he did in 1997 I believe. Zeke pounds on everyone
but doesn’t try to eliminate anyone until Jinder Mahal comes
in to bore us #14. Cole tries to make us care by talking about



the color of his head wrap which isn’t a turban apparently. He
takes forever to get in so Zeke beats on everyone for awhile.
The fans chant USA, so I guess they don’t like Zeke and Kofi
and are supporting Cody and Miz?

We hit the halfway point as Great Khali is #15. Jinder is a
little nervous. I forgot he existed so I guess the Hall of
Pain was effective. Khali chops everyone and Jinder is easily
tossed after trying to fight back. Jackson goes after Khali
but takes a chop of his own. A clothesline puts Jackson out.
It’s Miz, Rhodes, Kingston and Khali in at the moment and
we’ve had 11 eliminations and 15 entrants.

Cody is dropped onto the apron by Kofi. Here’s #16 in the form
of Hunico on a tricked out lowrider bike. Camacho is with him
but leaves. A nice spinning springboard cross body takes Kofi
down and things speed up. He hits his modified Angle Slam on
Cody but is quickly chopped down. We’re about 24 minutes in
and already at #17, which is BOOKER T! Sorry but you have to
shout when any old person is in these things. Internet policy
don’t you know.

Booker hammers on everyone but Khali stares him down. Booker
goes at him and is chopped down quickly. The ring is at its
fullest so far I believe with six guys in it. Khali chops
Rhodes in the corner and Miz throws Kofi to the apron. He
skins  the  cat  but  Miz  kicks  him  down.  Kofi  lands  in  a
handstand and WALKS BACKWARDS ON HIS HANDS TO GET TO THE
STEPS! That was INCREDIBLE!!!

Dolph Ziggler is in at #18 and goes after the guy that has
easily  just  trumped  the  wall  climb  by  Morrison.  Not  much
happens until Jim Duggan is #19, getting one of the best
reactions of the night. There are seven or eight in there at
the  moment:  Duggan,  Khali,  Hunico,  Rhodes,  Miz,  Kingston,
Booker and Ziggler. So it’s 8 and we’ve had 19 entrants and 11
eliminations. Duggan gets in some shots but Rhodes puts him
out with a clothesline to the back.



Khali, Ziggler and Cody team up to put out Booker but Khali
goes out instead. #20 is….Michael Cole. There’s your gimmick
for the Rumble. And he has the wrestling gear on. How does the
screening process for these entrants go? We keep the camera on
him for far too long as we now have Cole, Miz, Kofi, Cody,
Hunico and Ziggler in now. Cody tries to put Ziggler out as
Cole dances around. If JR is in this thing I’ll need a stiff
drink. #21 is…..Kharma! Wow she’s back early but they’ve been
playing up the whole only two women ever thing.

She goes right after Cole and runs him over so hard the
headgear comes off. Cole jumps over the top rope to the apron
as Booker and Lawler jump up to eliminate him. Ziggler goes
after  Kharma  who  plants  her  with  the  Implant  Buster.  She
throws Hunico WAY up and out. Ziggler dumps her but that was
awesome. Ok so we now have Ziggler, Cody, Miz and Kofi in
there. Good to see the young guys getting their chance.

#22 is Sheamus and the place goes nuts. He’s in red now. House
is cleaned with everyone but Kofi getting hit. Powerslam to
Ziggler and one for Miz as well. He goes after Kofi as well as
Cole gives us stats on the announcers. Sheamus dumps Kofi to
get us down to three in the ring at the moment. There are the
ten forearms to Cody and ten for Miz as well. #23 is the Road
Dogg to very little reaction.

He hammers on everyone in sight and hits the three punches and
dance. There’s the Shake Rattling Kneedrop which has a name
that I don’t remember. Pumphandle slam takes Miz down and the
fans chant You Still Got It. Jey Uso is #24 but Jimmy is in
street clothes so it’ll just be one. He superkicks Miz as
Vickie screams. The Umaga running hip shot hits Roadie and
Ziggler is draped on the ropes. It’s Miz, Sheamus, Jey Uso,
Road  Dogg,  Ziggler  and  Cody  at  the  moment.  We’ve  had  18
eliminated and 24 entrants so far.

#25 is Jack Swagger. He and Ziggler hook up and it’s Barrett
at #26 with new music. Barrett dumps Road Dogg and gets in a



fight with Sheamus. #27, the lucky number, is David Otunga.
Well so much for it being lucky this year. He takes forever to
get to the ring as we have I think 8 people in there right
now. Otunga legitimately won a case in court earlier this week
so at least he has something to fall back on.

The ring is pretty full here as we wait on Orton to clear them
out. There’s him, Jericho and one other spot that I can’t
think of to go. There are eight in at the moment but I’ll wait
until #30 gets in to recap them. #28 is Orton and the place
goes banana. Orton runs people over and hits a Thesz Press on
Barrett. He cleans house but Rhodes jumps him. Orton puts him
in Elevated DDT position but has to fight Ziggler off. We get
a double DDT instead. Ok then.

Orton tosses Uso then RKOs Barrett to toss him out. #29 is
Chris Jericho so who’s #30. This could be very interesting.
Jericho  goes  after  everyone  and  tosses  Otunga.  We  have
Swagger, Sheamus, Jericho, Ziggler, Orton, Rhodes and Miz.
Here’s #30 and it’s……Big Show. Well that’s kind of a letdown
but it’s a good place for a giant. Sheamus throws Swagger out
as Show gets in.

The final group: Orton, Sheamus, Jericho, Miz, Cody, Ziggler
and Big Show. He puts out Miz and Cody on his own to get us
down to five. There goes Ziggler to get us down to the final
four. There’s plenty of time left as it’s only 10:37 and the
show has been going on a little over 45 minutes. Everyone
takes a corner and they all go after Big Show. He throws them
off with ease but an RKO puts him down. Orton tosses Show by
himself and Jericho tosses Orton.

It’s Sheamus vs. Jericho and they circle each other before
going at it. This is kind of a surprising final pairing even
though they were some of the early favorites. Jericho is in
long tights too. Booker thinks Sheamus winning the Rumble
would do something for his career. You can’t buy analysis like
this people. Missile dropkick puts Sheamus down. Irish Curse



looks to set up the Celtic Cross but Jericho escapes and puts
Sheamus on the apron. Jericho kicks him down but Sheamus hooks
the rope with his leg. He hits the slingshot to get back in
and we keep going.

Sheamus  puts  Jericho  into  the  apron  but  the  Brogue  Kick
misses. Jericho gets back in and hooks the Walls of Jericho
which Lawler questions the use of but it wore Sheamus down I
guess. Jericho sets for a clothesline but Sheamus backdrops
him to the apron. Chris hangs on and they go to the corner.
Jericho  has  still  gone  over  the  top  remember.  Sheamus  is
knocked off and crotched so they’re both on the apron after
having gone over the top. And they’re both back in so we
continue. This final part has been good so far.

Codebreaker takes Sheamus down and Jericho tries to choke
Sheamus over the top. For some reason he slaps Sheamus which
is just freaking stupid. Jericho tries to fight back but the
Codebreaker is countered and Sheamus sits him on the ropes.
Jericho hangs on but Sheamus Brogue Kicks him down and wins
the Rumble at 54:48.

Rating: B+. Very good Rumble with a great variety of comedy
and wrestling to make it work. It felt somewhat formula based
at times but everything in WWE does anymore. It was fun though
and it seems that they’re pushing someone new (kind of) for a
change which is the best you can ask for in these things.

Overall Rating: B-. Well the final two matches saved it but
the first hour of so of this was AWFUL. That being said, the
whole point of the show is the Rumble and that was great so I
can’t complain about the overall show all that much. A good
Rumble can save a show, and it plus the Raw Title match did
here. Good show, but only because they have a nearly hour long
match to cover up the first hour being awful.

Results
Daniel Bryan b. Mark Henry and Big Show – Bryan escaped the



cage
Beth  Phoenix/Bella  Twins/Natalya  b.  Kelly  Kelly/Alicia
Fox/Tamina/Eve Torres – Glam Slam to Kelly
John Cena vs. Kane went to a double countout
Brodus Clay b. Drew McIntyre – What The Funk
CM Punk b. Dolph Ziggler – GTS
Sheamus won the Royal Rumble last eliminating Chris Jericho

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs

Daily News Update – December
5, 2016
Injured Name Returning to Road Next Week. December 3, 2016.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/injured-name-returning-to-the-road-
next-week

When  Could Finn Balor Be Back in the Ring? December 5, 2016.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/when-could-finn-balor-be-back-in-the-ring/
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Former Champion Returning to WWE This Spring. December 5, 2016.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/former-champion-returning-to-wwe-this-spring/

Rumor on the Wyatt Family Tag Team Title Reign. December 5, 2016.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/rumor-on-the-wyatt-familys-tag-team-title-reig
n/

Two New Collections Added to WWE Network. December 5, 2016.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/two-new-collections-added-to-wwe-network/

Smackdown – May 14, 2015: I
Need A New Watch
Smackdown
Date:  May 14, 2015
Location: Ford Center, Evansville, Indiana
Commentators: Jerry Lawler, Byron Saxton, Michael Cole

It’s the final show before Payback and we’re pretty much all set up. Raw
ended with Ambrose standing tall over his three opponents, meaning
tonight is likely going to end with one of the other three doing the
same, albeit not over the other three people in the match. Raw has been
good lately so Smackdown has a lot to live up to. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

We open with Bray Wyatt talking about Ryback coming face to face with him
on Monday. Ryback is a very strong man, but he has an Achilles heel. Bray
is going to prove that the Garden of Eden does exist and tonight he’ll
scratch an itch. Ryback’s dreams will be turned into nightmares. Resist
the itch and run. Why are these two even fighting?
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Here’s Dean Ambrose to get things going. Dean says he works best alone,
fights alone and drinks alone. It felt good on Monday to stand alone
because this Sunday it’s every man for himself. You have Seth Rollins and
his Lollipop Guild Goon Squad. Randy Orton was last seen eating a spear.
That leaves Roman Reigns, who is Dean’s only friend in the world. Dean
has one thing to say to Roman, but he’ll get to say it to his face as
here comes Reigns.

Dean isn’t going to apologize but Reigns wasn’t expecting one. This past
Monday, Dean hit him with Dirty Deeds and that’s all he’s going to get.
There’s no grudge between them because they’re brothers but this Sunday,
Reigns is bringing the big guns. They’re about to shake hands when Kane
comes out.

Dean should be less concerned with winning the Slammy Award for Bromance
of the Year and be worried about what he has to do. Ambrose brings up
HHH’s decree that Kane is out of a job if Rollins doesn’t win on Monday.
This might be the last night we see Corporate Kane. That’s not cool with
Kane, who makes Ambrose vs. Sheamus RIGHT NOW. Ambrose: “Is that the only
time you know?”

Sheamus vs. Dean Ambrose

This match starts after a break. They fight up against the ropes with
neither getting an advantage so it’s time to go basic. Ambrose grabs a
top wristlock but gets taken down with a headlock. Dean ties his legs up
though and grabs the mohawk for a kick to the back. Sheamus gets a boot
up in the corner but Dean bulldogs him down to take over again. The
running dropkick against the ropes is countered and Sheamus knees him out
to the floor.

We take a break and come back with Dean slugging away but getting caught
in the Cloverleaf. Dean makes the ropes like any good rebellious hero
should do, only to charge into White Noise. To be fair he deserves that
after not selling the hold. The threat of the Brogue Kick sends Dean to
the floor and he nails a hard clothesline to take over again.

Back in and it’s a missed Brogue Kick, a clothesline to the floor and a
suicide dive to take Sheamus out again. Back in again and Sheamus’ tilt-



a-whirl backbreaker gets two. He takes too long to follow up though and
eats a clothesline, sending Dean to the top. Sheamus tries what looks to
be a top rope powerslam (facing the floor instead of the ring though) but
Dean slips out to avoid the whole broken back thing and sends Sheamus
face first onto the post, followed by a rollup to give Dean the pin at
12:42.

Rating: B. This was the fun power brawl that you would expect between
these two. Ambrose is one of those guys that can work well against anyone
regardless of their size or style. Unfortunately it came at the expense
of Sheamus, who has lost almost all of his momentum since returning with
the really good bully character. Therefore, he’s likely getting the title
in the Chamber.

Rollins channels his inner Stephanie by repeating the stipulations of
Sunday’s match to Kane in a way that no normal person would ever actually
speak. Kane says he’s set for life and doesn’t need the Authority’s
money. Oh and Rollins gets Ryback tonight.

Here are Rusev and Lana with something to say. The fans chant USA but
Rusev says the woman wants to talk. Lana reads a prepared statement,
apologizing for Fandangoing on Raw last week. It should all be about
Rusev, who shows us a clip from Raw where Rusev interrupted Neville vs.
Cena and beat John up post match. I can’t wait for this feud to be over
already so the writers have to wake their lazy brains up for a change.

Rusev knows Cena was quitting in his head when he passed out, but this
Sunday everyone will hear him quit. We get a loop of Cena saying he quits
(out of context) from Raw and no big followup line to end this. Lawler
however does think that video was doctored because Cena never gives up.

Ryback says he’s no meat head. He saw fear in Wyatt’s eyes on Monday but
tonight, he’s hungry.

Tough Enough videos, including one from Gabriel Iglesias.

Here’s Rollins with something to say before his match with Ryback. He
continues the trend of showing clips from Raw by giving us his big
beatdown, but promises that’s the last time anything like that will



happen.

Ryback vs. Seth Rollins

Non-title but that might not matter as Wyatt jumps Ryback on his way to
the ring. Back from a break and Ryback says he can go because he’s tough
that way and the idea of calling a DQ for someone attacking before the
match is unheard of in this company. Ryback tries a suplex to start but
Seth knees him in the head to escape and knocks Ryback out to the floor.
He dives back in at nine and eats a DDT for two. We see a clip of Bray’s
attack, which was just a shoulder block. Ryback is that banged up off a
single shoulder?

A neckbreaker gets two for Seth and he slaps on a front facelock. Ryback
counters exactly how you would expect him to and plants Seth with a tilt-
a-whirl powerslam to put both guys down. The big guy gets all fired up
and nails a not great spinebuster for two. The Meat Hook connects but
Rollins rakes the eyes (a rare sight these days) to break up the Shell
Shock. Seth hits the top rope knee to the head and the a pair of low
superkicks for the pin at 8:23.

Rating: C. So to recap, a shoulder block is enough to knock Ryback silly
and give him a huge disadvantage? I love the idea of not having Ryback
lose clean, but couldn’t they have had Bray send him into the steps or
give him a big beatdown or something more than a simple shoulder? The
match was fine and actually had a story to it of Rollins focusing on the
head with the low superkicks getting the pin. It’s not as good as the
curb stomp but I’ll take a high impact move over that lame falling DDT.

Here’s what you missed on the WWE Network this week. So the news broke
this week that the classic content wasn’t getting a lot of views. Now I’m
just thinking out loud but maybe people might watch it if it was
advertised, say, once. That’s just nutty though as WWE thinks eight
minute interviews with the stars of a movie that is bombing or Wiz
Khalifa is what really draws in the viewers.

It’s the Bellas vs. Naomi/Tamina on Sunday. That makes sense but can we
please stop finding ways to keep the title on Nikki? It’s just not going
to be seen as epic no matter how WWE tries to spin it.



Naomi brags about how strong Tamina is and says they’re tired of walking
around empty handed. The Bellas get all the opportunities around here,
even though Nikki is overrated and Brie is more worthless than her
quitting husband.

Tyson Kidd vs. Kofi Kingston

Before the match, Woods informs us that Cesaro/Kidd are cheaters but the
New Day is giving them one more title shot on Payback. Big E. tells us
just how bad Cesaro/Kidd are: they don’t recycle, the double dip and they
buy one ticket at the movies and go see two! The New Day is the change
you need to see in this world and the fans should sing with them. Instead
it’s a siren and we’re ready to go.

Kofi kicks him in the ribs to start as Woods is cheering even harder than
usual this week. Tyson fights back and knocks Kofi to the floor for a big
flip dive (Woods: “KOFI MOVE!”). The New Day distraction prevents the
Sharpshooter but Tyson gets it on a few seconds later for the submission
at 2:06.

Elimination Chamber preview.

We see Bryan’s speech from Raw as he vacates the title. This seems to be
the promised health update.

Here’s Bo Dallas with something to say. He saw Daniel Bryan vacate the
title on Monday but he sees it as an opportunity. There are five stages
of grief and Dallas can help you through them all. First up is denial,
but there is no denying that Bryan let all the fans down. Next is anger,
which the fans should feel towards Bryan for letting you down.

Third is bargaining. You’ll get one heck of a bargain on those Daniel
Bryan t-shirts now that he’s gone. Depression is going to completely
engulf Bryan when he realizes everyone has forgotten him. Finally there’s
acceptance and Dallas can help us all accept that Daniel is gone. All you
have to do to accept it is Bo-lieve! Dallas will have a job for years
with promos like this.

Neville vs. Bo Dallas



This is joined in progress after a break with King Barrett on commentary
and Neville flipping forward out of the corner. Neville sends him to the
floor but gets pulled down onto the apron to give Bo an opening. Back in
and we hit the chinlock for a bit but Neville fights back with those
running kicks to the head. A longer Red Arrow than usual is good for the
pin at 2:17. I believe this is Neville’s first match against anyone who
has never held a WWE Title.

Post match Barrett mocks Neville for wearing a stupid costume every week.
This Sunday Neville is in for some corporal punishment in the form of a
royal Bull Hammer.

The Rosebuds ask Adam Rose when they’re going to be paid. Rose doesn’t
take kindly to this and says they’re just like the Bunny. The hot dog
gets pushed down and the party is officially over. Rosa kisses him and
Kane walks by them on his way to the ring. So the Rosebuds are officially
gone. That’s probably for the best, but Rose really needs to get away
from Rosa as she’s possibly the most worthless Diva in years.

More Tough Enough hype.

Kane vs. Roman Reigns

Pin or submission only, making this a glorified street fight. Kane goes
after Reigns during the entrance again and they slug it out on the floor
before the bell. Neither guy can get the better of it until Kane sends
him into the steps. We finally get a bell and Kane punches Reigns back to
the floor, only to miss a stairs shot against the post.

It’s kendo stick time (because there must be kendo sticks under the ring
at all times for reasons that aren’t entirely clear) but Kane takes it
away from Roman and pounds him down. A kendo stick to the face gets two
and we take a break. Back with Reigns taking a big boot to the face for
two more before Kane throws him outside.

Kane loads up the table but Reigns punches him down and nails a
clothesline off the table. It’s time to bring the steps back in as Reigns
drives them into Kane’s head to put him down again. Roman throws in a
pair of tables but Kane takes his head off with a big boot for two. The



chokeslam through the table is blocked but Kane catches the Superman
Punch in a chokeslam through the table for two. Thanks for coming Kane
and if you would kindly stand in front of that table in the corner for
the spear please. A Superman Punch puts Kane in perfect position and the
spear through the wood is good for the pin at 11:16.

Rating: C. Decent enough brawl but it felt like they were filling in time
until the obvious ending. Kane is still capable of having a power brawl
but my limited interest in him is killed by the long promos with HHH and
Rollins, plus a story that almost no one cares about. Good enough here
though and Reigns kicking out of a big finisher keeps up the idea that he
never quits.

Seth isn’t worried about Reigns but it’s going to take more than that to
get this belt off him on Sunday. That’s true for anyone that wants to
take the title off of him, including Ambrose…..who is behind the Stooges.
For some reason he has a plate of cookies to throw at them but the
numbers catch up with him. This brings in Roman Reigns for the save and
they stare each other down. The camera pans down to show the belt on the
ground. Roman extends his hand but Dean reaches down and picks up the
belt. He puts it on Reigns’ shoulder, saying he’ll take it back on
Sunday.

Overall Rating: C-. How was this possibly a two hour show? It feels like
we should just be at the halfway mark and somehow the whole thing is
already done. This show did as well as it could have with what it had
though, as Payback just isn’t that interesting. I don’t have much of a
reason to care about seeing the same stuff that’s been boring me for five
hours a week for another three hours this Sunday. Passable episode this
week but nothing past that.

Results

Dean Ambrose b. Sheamus – Rollup

Seth Rollins b. Ryback – Low superkick

Tyson Kidd b. Kofi Kingston – Sharpshooter



Roman Reigns b. Kane – Spear through a table

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1998 Pay Per View reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00UYAMB8U

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Wrestlemania  XXX  Preview:
Divas Title: Vickie Guerrero
Invitational
The winner literally beats the entire division. We’ve  been
saying AJ loses the title in the big finale to Total Divas for
months now, but for once I think it doesn’t happen.  Instead I
see AJ hanging onto the title so Paige can win the title on
Raw.  The Total Divas would rather yell at each other over
their  latest  drama  and  the  title  has  only  been  mentioned
occasionally.  AJ winning and issuing an open challenge on Raw
is a great way to go, but this is going to be completely
insane no matter what happens so why bother trying to talk
about the match itself?

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of Clash of the Champions at Amazon for
just .99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00UYAMB8U
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2014/04/06/wrestlemania-xxx-preview-divas-title-vickie-guerrero-invitational/
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And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
under at:

Smackdown  –  December  20,
2013: Wasn’t He….And Weren’t
They….I Give Up
Smackdown
Date:  December 20, 2013
Location: AT&T Center, San Antonio, Texas
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’re getting closer to the end of the year and the main story coming out
of Monday is the potential for a three way feud between Cena, Orton and
Bryan. Daniel had the champion beaten but Orton cheated to get out of the
match, drawing in Cena for the save. It should be interesting to hear
Bryan’s thoughts on Cena running in to help him. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap from Monday with Cena cutting Orton off and the
Authority giving Orton a match with Daniel Bryan, because the last few
months of the Authority trying to crush Bryan are completely forgotten.
The match recap doesn’t do it justice.

Here’s Orton to brag about becoming undisputed champion some more. He
only has the WWE Championship this week. Orton says the Authority
rewarded him with a match against Daniel Bryan. Randy beat him then beat
John Cena when he tries to interfere because he just doesn’t care. This
brings out Cena as they’re moving fast tonight. Orton says Cena needs to
respect him but Cena says he’s here to keep Orton from looking like a
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fool. If Orton doesn’t want to be a champion he should get out.

Orton is the center of the WWE and everyone is going to be hunting him.
It’s up to Orton to determine how he wants to be remembered and on Monday
he was a giant coward. Orton says he did what he had to do to win, but
Cena points out the truth: Bryan won by DQ. Cena spent weeks telling us
that Orton always runs away and takes the easy way out, hoping that Orton
would come to fight at TLC. That’s exactly what happened, but the next
night Orton was taking the easy way out again.

Randy says Bryan isn’t getting another rematch but here’s Daniel with
something to say. He understands Orton is too afraid to give him a
rematch because when Bryan beats him, the myth that Randy Orton is the
best comes tumbling down. On top of that, Bryan knows that when Cena
beats Orton for the title, he’ll get the shot he deserves. Orton says
that’s never going to happen because the Authority won’t allow it. The
fans don’t like that idea but here’s Shield to interrupt some more. Orton
bails to the floor but here’s Punk to even the sides before Shield gets
to the ring. Vickie comes out and makes one heck of a six man for later.

Jack Swagger vs. Big E. Langston

Colter has a sign saying Deport Santa Claus because he’s that awesome.
This is non-title of course and was set up by the tag match from Raw. Zeb
sits in on commentary and talks about confusing Santa Claus with Santa
Anna since they were both singing Feliz Navidad. Langston runs Jack over
to start but Swagger takes him into the corner to take over. A
clothesline gets two and Langston gets caught in a front facelock. Big E.
fights out of the hold and throws Swagger down, setting up the Warrior
Splash for two. Henry runs Cesaro over for no apparent reason and the
distraction lets Big E. hit the Big Ending for the pin at 2:54.

Tamina Snuka vs. Brie Bella

AJ sits in on commentary and we get a clip of that great superkick to



Nikki from Raw. Brie hits a quick cross body for two and sends Tamina out
to the floor before slapping Snuka in the face. Tamina slams Brie down
and kicks her in the ribs a few times. A knee drop gets the same as AJ
wants to know why she has to keep defending against the same girls over
and over. Cole asks if Tamina could get a shot but AJ says Tamina knows
where her bread is buttered. “And she should know because I make a mean
breakfast.”

Brie comes back with a running knee to the face and a middle rope
dropkick. Cole talks about Brie getting engaged on the season finale of
Total Divas, giving AJ this great jab: “She’s engaged? That should make
her #1 contender!” As a follow up Cole asks if AJ has been asked to be
part of season two. “No. I was hugged as a child and don’t need the
attention.” Tamina comes back with a superkick but the Superfly Splash
hits knees, giving Brie the rollup pin at 3:04.

Rating: C-. The match was nothing special outside of that superkick but
AJ’s commentary made this far more entertaining. The line about making
Tamina breakfast got a laugh out of me and everything she said about the
reality show is true. Why should she keep defending the title against the
same girls she’s beaten time after time? Some of the comments she made
could be planting seeds for Tamina to turn on her as well which makes
things more interesting.

Brie shoves AJ down post match.

Sin Cara vs. Drew McIntyre

Drew is quickly sent over the top rope, followed by a nice flip dive by
the masked man. Back inside and a high cross body gets two on McIntyre
but he throws Sin down. A knee drop has Cara in trouble but he jumps over
Drew in the corner and armdrags him down. I can’t imagine how badly the
original Sin Cara would have botched that. A handspring elbow gets two on
McIntyre before a kick to the head sets up a Swanton Bomb for the pin at
2:05. Just a step above a squash here. JBL gets in his line about how



it’s like a new Sin Cara.

Brodus Clay vs. Tensai

Tensai takes him into the corner and drives shoulders into Brodus’ ample
gut. A clothesline drops Clay but he avoids the backsplash. Clay hits a
pair of splashes in the corner and a running splash gets two. Another
splash gets no cover and Brodus does the dinosaur claws dance. Cue the
Funkadactyls with Xavier Woods for the distraction and, say it with me,
Tensai rolls Brodus up for the pin at 1:45. I have no idea how this is
supposed to help either guy but I’m sure it will be explained to me
later.

Tensai and Woods beat up Brodus post match, setting up a dance party.

Cody Rhodes/Goldust vs. Wyatt Family

Non-title again, meaning you can probably pencil in the brothers for a
loss. Goldust and Erick get things going but Rowan doesn’t move for the
deep breath. Instead Goldust punches the mask off of him, only to get
shoulder blocked down. Goldust comes back with some right hands, sending
Rowan off to the corner for the tag to Harper. Off to Cody who brings
Harper into the champions’ corner before bringing Goldust right back in.

Luke takes over with some uppercuts to the jaw and drags Goldust out to
the corner for the tag to Rowan. Erick is at the top of his weak
offensive game here with choking, stomping and right hands. Harper comes
back in with an uppercut for two with that disturbing look on his face.
Goldust fights back but misses a cross body, sending him out to the floor
and right in front of Wyatt as we take a break.

Back with Harper Gator rolling Goldust as Cole asks about Sister Abigail.
Rowan comes back in for a claw hold and a big toss across the ring.
Goldust finally gets an elbow up in the corner to stop a charging Rowan



but Harper breaks up the hot tag attempt. A DDT puts Harper down a second
later and there’s the tag off to Rhodes.

Cody speeds things up with a springboard missile dropkick followed by the
Disaster Kick to Harper. The moonsault press gets two but Rowan makes the
save. Goldust sends him to the floor and dives off the apron to take him
down, but Wyatt hits a quick big boot to Goldust’s jaw. Harper picks Cody
up by the ears (this guy really is evil) and takes his head off with the
discus lariat for the pin at 11:04 shown of 14:34.

Rating: C+. The losing streak is here and there’s nothing that can be
done about it. These recurring ideas are all the proof you need that a
change in the booking is desperately needed. Earlier tonight we had the
distraction into the rollup and now we have the losing streak. That’s
roughly 40% of all the ideas they have and they used them in less than
half an hour.

Post match Bray leans upside down in the corner as he goes after Cody,
drawing out Bryan with a chair to take out the Family. He takes Bray down
and pounds away but has to fight off Rowan which allows Bray to escape.

Damien Sandow doesn’t like Christmas. It’s nothing but a bunch of adults
asking for stuff they don’t need, children asking for things they haven’t
earned, and filthy houses with ugly decorations. That’s why he’s going to
cancel Christmas this coming Monday, but he’s cut off by….Miz, who I
thought was a heel. Miz gives him the “really” treatment and says he
knows Santa. They celebrate Santa where he comes from and Sandow couldn’t
carry Santa’s sack.

The Miz vs. Damien Sandow

Miz takes him into the corner to start and scores with some clotheslines.
Sandow tries to get a boot up in the corner but Miz wraps it around the
ropes and kicks at the knee. The Figure Four goes on but Sandow gets to
the rope. A rollup with a handful of trunks is enough to pin Miz at 1:28.



I have no idea what the point of this match was as the promo could have
done the same thing. Mark Henry fighting to save Christmas from the Latin
speaking Sandow Claus is going to be glorious though.

Ad for the History of WWE DVD.

Kofi Kingston vs. Fandango

Kofi gets the jobber entrance as JBL calls Fandango a male Shakira. “His
hips don’t lie.” Cole: “….oh God.” Fandango grabs a headlock to start but
Kofi comes back with a dropkick. A clothesline gets two on Kingston and
Fandango pounds some elbows into Kofi’s chest. We hit the chinlock for a
bit but Kofi avoids a middle rope knee drop. Kofi comes back with some
chops and a dropkick followed by the Boom Drop. Fandango bails to the
floor to avoid Trouble in Paradise and trips Kofi to send him to the mat.
The guillotine legdrop gets the pin at 3:40.

Rating: D. I guess it’s time to push Fandango again and we’re going with
Miz as a face again. Fandango has potential and thankfully his character
has evolved past the point of just dancing and saying his name. Kofi
continues to be in the same spot on the card as always and he’ll still be
over no matter what happens to him.

The Wyatts jump Bryan in the back, presumably taking him out of the six
man later. Bray drops to his knees and says “ashes ashes, we all fall
down.” The Family throws him off a ledge which appeared to be a few feet
high.

Shield vs. CM Punk/John Cena

Still works for me. Punk and Ambrose get things going with CM going after
the arm. Ambrose is driven into the corner and it’s off to Cena for a
shoulder block. The bulldog puts Dean down again and it’s back to Punk
who gets two off a middle rope elbow. We take a break and come back with



Reigns holding Cena for a kick from Rollins. Back to Ambrose to pepper
Cena with with right hands but John belly to back suplexes him to get a
breather.

The rest doesn’t last long though as Reigns comes in with headbutts and a
lot of shouting. There’s the awesome Superman Punch before it’s off to
Rollins for a forearm to Cena’s face. Cena avoids a charge in the corner
but rolls towards Shield, allowing Rollins to tag out to Ambrose. Dean
hits a dropkick up against the ropes before it’s back to Rollins for some
right hands in the corner.

Cena is sat on the top rope but headbutts Rollins down to escape a
superplex. Ambrose comes back in but walks into a tornado DDT. There’s
the hot tag to Punk who takes Ambrose down with a leg lariat and hits a
running knee to Rollins’ chin. Seth rolls to the floor for a suicide dive
followed by the running knee in the corner back inside. The Macho Elbow
looks to set up the GTS but Ambrose breaks it up. Punk drops of them with
the neckbreaker/DDT combo for two on Rollins. Reigns makes the save and
Shield triple teams Punk for the DQ at 9:48 shown of 13:18.

Rating: C+. Good match as you would expect from these guys but the ending
was lame. Cena sold the heck out of that beating by staying down as long
as he did but there might have been more done to him on the floor. This
keeps the Punk vs. Shield going which could keep tying him into the
Authority.

Cena comes in for the save but Reigns hits the spear to take him down.
Punk is about to take the Triple Bomb but Cena makes another save. The
superheroes are in trouble but here’s Big E. Langston for the real save.
Ambrose and Rollins are sent to the floor and we get the showdown between
Langston and Reigns but Punk gets a chair, sending Roman out to the
floor. Shield backs off to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. Langston interfering to end the show is a really
interesting idea as his NXT work has shown how capable he is of being a



monster face. Unfortunately that’s about all that held my interest
tonight other than AJ’s commentary. There’s just nothing here of interest
with a bunch of squashes complete with overdone finishes plus Miz being a
face again for no apparent reason. Not an interesting show here but it
wasn’t the worst two hours ever.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of In Your House at Amazon for just $4
at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Smackdown – December 6, 2013:
All Hail The New Buzzword
Smackdown
Date:  December 6, 2013
Location: BOK Center, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Commentators: John Bradshaw Layfield, Michael Cole

We’re closing in on TLC and a lot more of the card has been set in stone.
The main stories coming out of Raw are the two handicap matches for TLC
with Punk taking on the Shield and Bryan facing the Wyatts. Tonight it’s
Punk against a member of Shield to be announced tonight. Other than that
we’re likely to get talking from Orton and/or Cena. Let’s get to it.

Theme song.

Here’s Orton to open the show. He talks about becoming the champion of
champions at TLC (still sounds better than Unified Champion) and shows us
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a clip from the end of Raw where Cena put him through a table. Even
though Orton has about five injuries as a result, he’ll still prove his
greatness at TLC. He may not be the most likeable of characters but he’s
never liked any of us or John Cena. Orton does however revere Stephanie
and HHH because they know what’s best for business. Maybe he’s taken some
things they’ve done for him for granted so Orton would like to apologize.

Before he can get all the way through though, here’s Daniel Bryan to
point his fingers in the air a lot. Bryan says Orton needs to apologize
for being a champion. In all of their title matches, Orton never once
legitimately beat him. Just because Bryan has been targeted by the
Wyatts, he hasn’t forgotten about Orton or what Orton did to him. Daniel
says that after TLC, he’s going to be first in line for a title shot at
the new champion. Tonight though he’s looking at the face of the WWE and
feels like putting a knee on that face. Orton says no but Bryan appeals
to the crowd for a YES chant. Randy just stands there.

Big E. Langston vs. Fandango

Non-title and Sandow is on commentary. Langston’s music seems to have
been remixed. The champion throws Fandango around with ease and drives
his shoulder into Fandango’s ribs. Fandango is sent to the floor but
Langston takes too much time going after him and gets clotheslined down.
Back in and Fandango puts on a front facelock but shoves Fandango off
like he’s a cruiserweight. Some clotheslines set up the Warrior splash
but Fandango comes back with a kick to the head and a knee to the jaw for
two. Langston shrugs it off and hits the Big Ending for the pin at 2:35.

Post match Sandow gets in the ring to point at Langston’s belt. Dang
they’re warming up for the Wrestlemania Point early this year.

We get the opening of Smackdown from WWE 2K14 via Youtube. Riveting stuff
of course.

Cody Rhodes/Goldust vs. Ryback/Curtis Axel



Non-title. This is fallout from Main Event where Goldust had Ryback
beaten but Curtis came in for the DQ. Cody starts with Ryback as JBL
tries some portmanteaus of Ryback and Axel’s names. Goldust quickly comes
in and gets caught in a gorilla press for two. Ryback hits a middle rope
splash and Axel drops a middle rope elbow for two as the announcers talk
about Superstar of the Year. The former Heyman Guys take turns on Goldust
until it’s off to Axel for a chinlock.

Back up and Axel misses a dropkick and walks into a powerslam to give
Goldie a breather. The not hot tag brings in Cody with a missile dropkick
and the sunset flip out of the corner for two. Cody’s moonsault press
gets two and everything breaks down. Goldust knocks Ryback to the floor
and Cody lays him out with a Disaster Kick off the announcers’ table.
Rhodes heads back inside and is immediately rolled up by Axel for the pin
at 4:24.

Rating: D+. This didn’t have time to go anywhere, but are we really
jobbing one of the hottest acts in the company to Axel and Ryback? I was
hoping this whole “champions lose to set up a title match” bit was taking
a hiatus but apparently WWE was just luring me into a false sense of
security.

Orton vs. Bryan is official for later.

Bad News Barrett tells us that we’re all sheep who will follow each other
to the slaughter.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Kofi Kingston

Del Rio jumps Kingston on the floor before the bell and sends him into
the barricade. Kofi gets put in the armbreaker for some screaming as
referees try to pull Del Rio off. No match, but haven’t we seen Del Rio
destroy Kofi after a loss before?



We recap Punk’s issues with Shield leading up to the handicap match at
TLC.

Shield promises to hurt Punk tonight but they’re going to leave him
healthy enough to make it to TLC. It’s going to be Ambrose facing Punk
tonight.

Dean Ambrose vs. CM Punk

Non-title because the US Title is nothing but a trophy again. Rollins and
Reigns stay in the crowd to keep it one on one. Punk has bad ribs coming
into this. Cole: “Punk didn’t tape his ribs. Why put a target on his
back?” Punk grabs a headlock to start but misses the high kick as Ambrose
hangs onto the rope. Dean charges into a big boot of all things from
Punk, setting up four straight legdrops for two for Punk.

Dean comes back with a knee to the ribs to take over and Cole completely
ignores it to read more nominees. We hit the chinlock for a bit but Punk
fights out and forearms Ambrose in the head. The GTS is countered with
another shot to the ribs but Ambrose bails to the floor as we take a
break.

Back with Dean stomping on the bad ribs like the smart heel that he is.
Dean keeps taunting Punk as he peppers him with right hands before
hooking a crossface chicken wing. Punk is down so Ambrose goes up, only
to miss a top rope elbow drop. The springboard clothesline gets two for
Punk and the running knee in the corner gets the same. Ambrose counters
the swinging neckbreaker into a backslide which sets up a Fujiwara Armbar
to stay on the arm.

Dean lets it go for some reason but counters another GTS attempt into a
sleeper. Punk rolls through that into the Anaconda Vice but Dean quickly
makes a rope. The Macho Elbow is broken up with a superplex for two and
Dean goes back to the armbar. Punk gets into the ropes as well and
finally scores with the high kick for two. The GTS, Bulldog Driver and



another GTS are all countered and Punk is sent shoulder first into the
post, giving Ambrose a rollup (with a handful of trunks) for two more.
Not that it matters as another high kick sets up the GTS for the pin at
13:00.

Rating: B-. Good match, annoying booking. There are three Shield members
to pick from. One is a champion, one is the golden boy and the other is
Seth Rollins. Why in the would wasn’t this Rollins doing a job for Punk?
The match would have been entertaining and you keep the title looking
strong at the same time. It’s really not that complicated of an idea but
WWE continues to mess it up. The match was what you would expect from
Punk vs. Ambrose for 13 minutes, but why did Ambrose go after the arm so
much when Punk had bad ribs coming in?

Renee Young (looking stunning in a red dress) is with Rey Mysterio in the
back. She asks Rey which world title means more. Before Rey can answer,
the Real Americans (now in matching jackets with Cesaro’s saying Toni and
Swagger’s saying Big Hoss) come up and asks to see Rey’s papers.

Colter wants to know what’s up with Mysterio’s mask, if that’s even his
real name. Rey says he was born and raised in San Diego, California but
is Mexican in his heart. Colter thinks Rey’s title reigns should be
stricken from the record books but Rey thinks the Real Americans should
be stricken from the building. Zeb throws out a challenge for a tag match
with Rey getting a partner. Rey says si.

Natalya vs. Tamina Snuka

AJ is on commentary and talks about how she was the most interesting Diva
in the match just by skipping around in a circle. Tamina gets caught by a
quick clothesline for two but she easily shoves Natalya to the floor.
Nattie gets rammed ribs first into the apron a few times before Tamina
takes it back inside to crank on Natalya’s arms.

Cole spends the match trying to make AJ into a heel by asking why she



thinks she’s above the title which just isn’t working. Natalya gets two
off a low dropkick but Tamina kicks out of the Sharpshooter. A Samoan
drop puts Natalya down but she misses the Superfly Splash, giving Natalya
the pin at 2:59.

Post match Natalya yells at AJ to no effect.

The Funkadactyls sell stuff and annoy me by existing.

Real Americans vs. Rey Mysterio/???

The mystery partner is Big Show, who apparently is just going to forget
about the whole Authority ruining his life thing. Big Show chops Swagger
in the corner and headbutts him down to start. Off to Rey for a top rope
hurricanrana but Swager counters the sitout bulldog into a wheelbarrow
slam in a nice move. Cesaro gets in a neck snap across the top rope as
Cole brings up Cesaro making Titus sick last week.

Mysterio fights out of the corner but Jack sends him out to the floor.
Back in and the Real Americans take turns pounding on Rey until the
sitout bulldog takes Swagger down. Double tags bring in Cesaro and Big
Show so the giant can clean house. A spear gets two on Cesaro as Swagger
makes the save, only to have Rey hit a quick 619 to Jack. Big Show
chokeslams Cesaro, setting up a Rey splash from Big Show’s shoulders for
the pin at 4:20.

Rating: D+. Just a match here with a very short version of the tag team
formula. Big Show being in the midcard again is a better fit for him, but
I really hope this doesn’t lead to a big man/little man tag team. The
Real Americans continue to go from hot to cold like no one else on the
roster.

We get a video package of various champions over the years, talking about
what being champion meant to them. It’s mainly a collection of promos



from their careers with a few guys sitting down to talk about what the
win means. Cool stuff.

HHH’s sitdown interview talks about how great the unification match will
be and guarantees that the King of Kings will crown the Champion of
Champions.

Bad News Barrett has some good news for us. There will be a Champion of
Champions after TLC, but that man will have a target on his chest. He’ll
be the hunted, making him the envy of the locker room, meaning he’s
doomed.

Daniel Bryan vs. Randy Orton

Non-title of course. They fight into the corner to start with neither
being able to get an advantage. Orton takes over with some right hands
but Bryan fights out of the corner with punches of his own. Daniel goes
after the arm as the announcers discuss Bryan joining the Wyatts. Orton
comes back with the backbreaker for two and a clothesline puts Bryan
down. Bryan scores with a dropkick to send Orton to the floor but Orton
moves before the FLYING GOAT can launch.

We take a break and come back with Orton getting two off something we
didn’t see before putting on a chinlock. Bryan fights out and moonsaults
over Randy to set up the running clothesline. A pair of running dropkicks
in the corner set up some kicks to Orton’s chest and a top rope
hurricanrana gets two for Bryan. Daniel sends him to the floor and now
the FLYING GOAT connects.

Back in and the missile dropkick drops Randy again and there are the YES
kicks. The big one misses as is the new custom and Orton gets two off a
powerslam. Orton connects with the Elevated DDT but Bryan counters the
RKO into a backslide for two. Now the big kick lays out Orton and the
Swan Dive…..doesn’t launch because we’ve got Wyatts. The distraction lets
Orton hit the RKO for the pin at 8:44 shown of 12:14.



Rating: C+. Bryan continues his roll but it’s clear his time on top is
over. The ending keeps the Bryan vs. Wyatts feud going but doesn’t do
much for Daniel himself. It does however give Bryan some more momentum
going into the PPV which is a good idea, but unfortunately it’s at
Bryan’s expense.

Post match Bray pops up on screen and says tick tock over and over. He
doesn’t mean to keep haunting Bryan, but how many times does Bryan have
to cross a burning bridge to know he doesn’t have to fight this battle
alone? Bryan knows what they are, but at TLC he’ll learn what he himself
is. Bray laughs to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. They’re doing a decent job of building up to TLC but
not everything was clicking tonight. Bad News Barrett is going to bomb
and it’s going to bomb badly. There’s just nothing there at the moment
and the insults are as easy as you can think of. On the other hand, the
handicap matches are going to be solid with Bryan vs. Wyatts getting more
interesting every show. The world title match is looking more and more
like a screwy finish every week, but at least we have a new buzz phrase
with Champion of Champions.

Results

Big E. Langston b. Fandango – Big Ending

Curtis Axel/Ryback b. Cody Rhodes/Goldust – Rollup to Rhodes

CM Punk b. Dean Ambrose – GTS

Natalya b. Tamina Snuka – Pin after a missed Superfly Splash

Big Show/Rey Mysterio b. Real Americans – Splash to Swagger

Randy Orton b. Daniel Bryan – RKO

 

 



 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of In Your House at Amazon for just $4
at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:


