Impact Wrestling - October
19, 2017: What Is Impact
Wrestling?

Impact Wrestling
Date: October 19, 2017
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida

Commentators: Jeremy Borash, Josh Matthews

Hopefully with more wrestling this week. We’re less than a month away
from Bound For Glory 2017 and that means it’s time to really crank things
up. The big story is Johnny Impact becoming #1 contender to Eli Drake’s
World Title. Well at least that’'s the big story on the wrestling side. On
the MMA side, Moose has been joined by Stephan Bonnar to go after
American Top Team. Let’s get to it.

Moose and Stephan Bonnar arrive with everything they stole from the
American Top Team facilities.

American Top Team is here as well. It’s going to be another one of those

shows.
Recap of Chris Adonis attacking Johnny Impact last week.

Chris Adonis vs. Johnny Impact

Adonis slugs away at Johnny to start but gets kicked in the ribs. We hit
the bearhug on Impact for a bit before a spinebuster gets two. The Adonis
Lock goes on but Johnny is able to dive over the top for the break in a
unique idea. Back in and Impact slugs away in the corner, including a
kick to the head. The flip neckbreaker gives Impact two, followed by a
springboard corkscrew kick to the head for another near fall and we take
a break. Back with Impact breaking up a superplex attempt and hitting the
countdown 450 (Countdown to Impact) for the pin at 10:15.

Rating: C. Impact looked fine here, albeit about as bored as you’re going
to be against Adonis. At least this match made sense for Impact as he was
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fighting Eli Drake’s lackey instead of fighting Garza Jr. for no logical
reason. The match was more about advancing the story than anything else
and that’s what this story needs.

Post match Eli Drake runs in but gets his pants ripped off. The double
teaming takes Impact down but Garza Jr. runs in for the save because HE

is the one who rips the pants off around here.
Alberto El Patron is back at Bound For Glory. Again I say: PLEASE NO!

Hijo de Fantasma vs. James Storm vs. Texano vs. Eddie Edwards vs. Ethan
Carter III

This is from Cancun, Mexico, the winner goes on to a match we won’t be
seeing and it’'s one fall to a finish. It’s a brawl to start with Storm
being sent outside as JB talks about how Team Impact needs to work as a
unit. Again, one fall and singles matches of course so let’s talk about
teamwork. Carter clotheslines Texano down and it’'s time for some triple
teaming until Carter doesn’t want Storm to get the pin. Fantasma
crossbodies Eddie for two but it’'s Storm up again to take over.

That'’s still not cool with Carter, who says he should be getting the
fall. We hit a parade of big moves until Carter and Texano hit a double
clothesline to put everyone down. Back up and Texano posts Edwards,
leaving Fantasma to piledrive Carter. Storm and Texano tease going after
Fantasma’s father at ringside but the distraction just lets Texano pin
Carter at 8:22.

Rating: C-. I'm running out of ways to say I don’t care about this story.
They’ve run the same people fighting in Orlando over the promotion
invasion and now they’re fighting in Mexico for a spot in a match we
won’'t be seeing. These matches are watchable but I need more of a story

to make me care whatsoever.

OVE is in Tijuana, Mexico to find Konnan, who agrees to meet with them in
exchange for a title defense in the Crash promotion.

Carter, Storm and Edwards bicker about the loss in Cancun.

American Top Team yells at Jim Cornette over the stolen property. You



have breaking and entering, destruction of property and theft on
tape/national TV and you go to the wrestling boss?

Dezmond Xavier vs. Andrew Everett

Everett takes him down by the neck for two to start and a snap suplex
gives him the same. Xavier is sent outside as we hear that Taryn Terrell
won’t be in the Knockouts Title match at Bound For Glory. Sounds like an
injury or someone else leaving the company. That'’s enough talking about

the Knockouts so the announcers discuss Alberto El Patron returning.

Xavier makes his comeback with some kicks and a backdrop to the floor,
followed by the running flip dive to take out Everett and Trevor Lee.
Speaking of Lee, he offers another distraction but Xavier misses a charge
into the corner. The moonsault kick to the head gives Xavier the pin at
4:37.

Rating: D+. Yeah this happened. It was your usual flip match with the
announcers ignoring the action because the X-Division doesn’t mean a
single thing in this promotion. As usual, it’s the vaguest of issues (Lee
thinks he and his boys are the best, the rest of the division disagrees)
and odds are they’ll be thrown into Ultimate X for the title match.
That’s lazy writing and I'm not a bit surprised.

Preview of Lee going to Tijuana next week to defend the title. GOOD GRIEF
ENOUGH WRESTLING FROM MEXICO ALREADY! These are just matches for the sake
of having matches and this is now the third story on the show set in
Mexico. I get that a partnership is cool but this is taking over the

show.

Oh hey let’s go to Mexico again where OVE is looking for Konnan. They’ll
have to defend the titles tonight.

Bonnar and Moose have the Bellator gear in the back. Yes they really
brought it here with them and we’re supposed to believe this is real.

Long recap of the issues between Grado and Joseph Park with Park
exploiting Grado and taking his money.

Here’s Grado to call out Park. Grado is ready to prosecute Park for



stealing from him (or maybe just taking whatever Grado agreed to give him
in the contract) and he’s going to be Park’s executioner. We hear a rant
about how Grado has been worked ragged for Park’s benefit and Grado
doesn’t want to hear any jokes. Park admits that the money was too
tempting for him and he gave in. However, the visa keeps Grado in the
country so he pretty much has nothing to say right now.

Grado wants the visa handed to him but Park has a better idea: a match at
Bound For Glory for Grado’s freedom. Grado immediately signs and Park is
rather happy. See, Grado still hasn’t learned about reading the fine
print. It turns out that the match is going to be Monster’s Ball and
against the monster Abyss.

Recap of Moose/Bonnar vs. American Top Team. My goodness this show loves
its recaps.

A panicked Grado gets in his car when someone changes the radio to Abyss’
theme. It’s Father James Mitchell of all people, who scares Grado away.

Tag Team Titles: OVE vs. Black Diamond/Black Danger

OVE is defending and this is in Tijuana for the Crash promotion. Jake, in
most of a suit, crossbodies Diamond to start and it’'s OVE firing off some
kicks to the ribs. We finally settle down to Danger being sent into
Diamond, only to have Danger catapult Jake into a spear out of the air.
Cool spot if nothing else. A superplex into a powerbomb gets two on
Danger and it’'s a spike tombstone (with a top rope double stomp) to put

Diamond away at 3:44.

Rating: C. Points for having OVE get a win but, again, the focus was this
being in Tijuana than anything else. I get that the company thinks going
to these other promotions is the coolest thing in the world but all it
does is make me think that the Impact Zone is a joke and that the company
doesn’t think much of their own talent because they need to go elsewhere
to make the show work.

JB is in the ring for what sounds like the Hall of Fame announcement when
American Top Team interrupts. Dan Lambert says this isn’t how it was
supposed to be. This was supposed to be a thing with Jeff Jarrett but now



he’s the villain in the story, despite being a huge wrestling fan for
forty years. He got into MMA through Japanese shoot professional
wrestling promotions and has the biggest collection of wrestling

memorabilia in the world.

Lambert pulls out Bruno Sammartino’s first WWWF World Title belt, the
National Tag Team Titles from Georgia, the Mid-Atlantic Tag Team Titles,
and Jerry Lawler’s AWA World Title (which I believe Lawler said he still
had on the AWA documentary). Lambert talks about Moose and Bonnar taking
their stuff and showing no respect.

Therefore, at Bound For Glory, we should have a fight with the two of
them facing King Mo and Lashley. That'’s a fight that wrestling can’t win
because they’re not real fighters. Cue Moose and Bonnar with the Bellator
titles but they’re quickly beaten down. Lambert runs his mouth about how
horrible wrestling is and American Top Team beats down security and the

invading roster.

This was a better segment than any other from the MMA guys but EGADS the
level of focus this story is receiving is getting very old. It’'s a bunch
of guys who aren’t going to wrestle plus Lashley and King Mo, who
wrestled like three times and wasn’t interesting. Lambert is a decent
heel manager but I get really, really tired of hearing about how awesome
mixed martial arts is every single week. As usual, this company has no
idea what draws fans in and just goes with an idea that they like for
months on end, probably leading to a tag match which should be a regular
match, but that would imply that the wrestlers are the interesting ones.

OVE gets to meet Konnan and want their pay for the night. Uh, Konnan
never said he’d pay them. He said he’d talk to them in exchange for them
wrestling. Konnan basically says as much and here are the Crash guys to

beat OVE down. Who decided to have two beatdown segments in a row?

Global Forged videos, as we continue to have ANYTHING but Impact on this

show.
Recap of Taya Valkyrie vs. Rosemary.

Taya Valkyrie vs. Rosemary




Rosemary wastes no time in charging at Taya in the corner and throwing
her across the ring. Taya chokes her in the corner a bit and we take a
break. Back with Rosemary stomping in the corner as the announcers make a
not so subtle reference to Sexy Star injuring Rosemary in Mexico.
Rosemary’s modified Tarantula slows Taya down but Valkyrie throws her
into the corner to take over again.

A quickly broken chinlock keeps Rosemary in trouble but she grabs a
release German suplex. They loudly slug it out with Rosemary screaming a
lot, only to be taken down by some hard kicks to the chest. Rosemary is
dropped with her legs bent underneath her, only to come back up with an
Undertaker style situp. Not that it matters as Taya hits a double stomp
for the pin at 10:55.

Rating: C-. Well that was surprising. I would have bet on this being
saved for Bound For Glory but we got it here instead. Having Rosemary
lose here shows how strong they’re making Valkyrie, who will probably be
Knockouts Champion when we’ve praised Gail Kim enough. I mean, that’s
been the case for years now but why change what’'s working so little over
the years?

Post match Taya loads up the Road to Valhalla but gets misted for her
efforts. Rosemary says they make each other see red so it can be a
different shade of red at Bound For Glory: blood red. That sounds like a
first blood challenge, though I'm more curious about why Taya's face
looks completely normal after taking red mist to the face.

Overall Rating: D+. What is Impact Wrestling? I know it’s supposed to be
this promotion that has a bunch of international talent coming in but it
feels like a place that has been taken over by that international talent
and showcases it’s own talent when they’re given the chance. On this
show, we saw the Team Impact guys, the X-Division Champions and the Tag
Team Champions in Mexico, along with a woman who calls herself lucha
royalty in the main event, the AAA World Champion challenging for the
World Title and the main story on the show being built around something
that started in Mexico.

As I've been saying for weeks now, this show is about everything other



than Impact Wrestling. I'm having real issues caring about most of this
stuff because I have no real reason to care about them. The MMA stuff
continues to bore the heck out of me (pick a reason why, starting with
the fact that it’s almost ALL about the MMA people with Moose feeling
wedged in there to make it a wrestling angle) and the World Title feud
feels like a midcard match. This show is really frustrating as they seem
to be charging in the wrong direction as we had into the biggest show of
the year.

Results
Johnny Impact b. Chris Adonis — Countdown to Impact

Texano b. Hijo de Fantasma, James Storm, Eddie Edwards and Ethan Carter
IIT — Piledriver to Carter

Dezmond Xavier b. Andrew Everett — Moonsault kick to the head
OVE b. Black Danger/Black Diamond — Spike tombstone to Diamond
Taya Valkyrie b. Rosemary — Double stomp

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Updated History of the Intercontinental Title in E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/10/02/new-paperback-kbs-his
tory-of-the-intercontinental-title-updated-version/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Impact Wrestling — September
7, 2017: What'’'s Spanish For
Shut Up About AAA?

Impact Wrestling
Date: September 7, 2017
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida

Commentators: Jeremy Borash, Josh Matthews

As the company tries to go a week without some kind of controversy, here
we are with more continuing adventures of a bunch of MMA fighters. That'’s
the top story at the moment as American Top Team and Bobby Lashley
continue to dominate the show, which seems to be setting up a big deal at
Bound For Glory. In actual wrestling news, tonight Eli Drake defends the
World Title against Matt Sydal. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Caleb Konley/Trevor Lee vs. Sonjay Dutt/Petey Williams

Dutt armbars Konley to start before it’s off to Petey to speed things up.
As assisted Sliced Bread #2 gets two on Konley as everything breaks down
early on. The villains are put in the Tree of Woe with Petey standing on
both of them and singing 0 Canada. Petey gets caught in the wrong corner
for some double teaming, only to slip away for the hot tag to Dutt a few
seconds later.

The tornado DDT gets two on Konley and everything breaks down again.
Another tornado DDT (this time with Petey being used as a launching pad)
puts Konley down again (bad night for his head) and there’s the Canadian
Destroyer. Dutt’'s top rope splash puts him away at 7:24.

Rating: C+. Just four guys doing moves to each other but at least it was
energetic. The division really isn’t the best in the world right now and
having someone like Williams, who was a star nearly fifteen years ago,

isn’t the best course of action. Granted the whole thing has been a mess
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for years now so this is hardly anything new. Nice opener though.

LAX vs. John Bolin/Zachary Wentz

Non-title. The jobbers get stomped down in the corner as OVE is watching
from the back. Bolin gets caught in a hanging Stunner/bicycle kick
combination, only to have Wentz thrown onto him. The Street Sweeper ends
Zachary at 1:37. Total squash.

Post match OVE comes out to challenge for the titles but Konnan says
they’ll do it in the Crash. That’'s cool with the brothers.

Taryn Terrell/Sienna vs. Gail Kim/Allie

Gail goes after Taryn to start but settles for some clotheslines on
Sienna. A flapjack cuts Gail off though and it'’s Taryn coming in for a
few cheap shots before handing it right back to Sienna. Taryn’s running
flip neckbreaker keeps Gail in trouble but she hurricanranas Sienna down
and brings in Allie to clean house. Sliced Bread #2 gets two on Sienna as
Braxton Sutter and KM brawl to the back. Allie goes up for a high
crossbody but Sienna rolls through and grabs the tights for the pin at
4:24.

Rating: D+. I feel so sorry for Sienna. She’s done what she can but as
always, the division belongs to Gail and whomever she’s feuding with
because this company is obsessed with pushing her through the roof. Even
Roman Reigns probably thinks the push is a bit too much. Hopefully they
don’t give her the title as a retirement present as she never needs to be
near the thing again.

Post match Allie gets beaten down until Rosemary comes out for the save.
Cue the debuting Taya Valkyrie for quite the impressive entrance. Taya
gets in Sienna’s face but knocks Rosemary down instead, setting up a
double chickenwing faceplant. You can probably book the six Knockouts tag
already.

Eli Drake is ready for Matt Sydal.

Here’'s Jim Cornette for a chat. Jim praises some of the talent including

Johnny Impact before hyping up the main event. Cornette would put his



money on Sydal but here’s Impact to interrupt. Impact gets straight to
the point: he wants the winner of tonight’s match. This brings out LAX
with Low Ki leading the way.

Cornette doesn’t think five against one is a good thing but Konnan gets
in Johnny’s face to say Impact’s opinion doesn’t mean anything. What’s up
with Konnan overlooking Low Ki for a title shot? Cornette says it has
nothing to do with them being Latino and Low Ki is in line just like
everyone else. The brawl is on with Johnny holding his own until security
breaks it up.

Post break Cornette makes Impact vs. Low Ki for the #1 contendership.

Joseph Park tells Grado that there’s a big problem with Laurel Van Ness
being Canadian. Grado hugs Laurel but the wedding is off. He tells her
not to cry but Laurel seems to snap again, despite Grado’'s high five.

Video on GFW’s involvement in TripleMania. There’s a focus on Lashley and
Moose appearing in a battle royal. It was actually a team battle royal
and their partner, Jeff Jarrett, isn’t mentioned at all. Moose eliminated
Bobby and tensions ran high.

Video on Johnny Impact being so dominant in AAA, where he’s a triple
champion. Impact successfully defended his titles in a three way ladder
match and says his gold means more than Drake’s.

Video on the Sexy Star/Rosemary incident from TripleMania as we hit
twenty minutes of packages on the show. Sexy Star was never mentioned.

Video on how important the talent relationship between the companies is.
Next week it’s OVE vs. LAX for the titles from Tijuana.

Video on Dezmond Xavier, who credits his military training with getting
him into wrestling.

Pagano is coming.

Eddie Edwards is the first American to win the GHC (Pro Wrestling Noah
from Japan) Title.



Video on Garza Jr.
Richard Justice is still exercising after being hurt last week.

Matt Sydal is ready to win the title in what is his official cash-in for
beating Lashley.

GFW World Title: Eli Drake vs. Matt Sydal

Drake is defending and shoves him around to start but Sydal doesn’t seem
too shaken. Some kicks to the leg set up la majistral for two on Drake as
we talk about TripleMania some more. The champ hammers away to take over
again as this isn’t exactly thrilling so far. A pop up Big Ending (with
Sydal flipping backwards to land on his back instead of his stomach) gets
two and we take a break.

Back with Drake elbowing him in the chest and hitting a powerslam. We hit
the chinlock for a bit before Drake’s jumping neckbreaker gets two more.
Drake gets posted though and Sydal scores with some chops for a breather.

Eli stomps him right back down and grabs a DDT for two.

A kneedrop only hits mat though and Sydal hits a backdrop to put both
guys down. Matt’'s standing moonsault gets two and an ELI SUCKS chant
starts up. The top rope double knees put Drake down for two so Adonis
throws in the title. Sydal gets in a jumping knee to the face for another
near fall. The shooting star is loaded up but Adonis offers a
distraction, setting up a belt shot to the head. Drake adds the Gravy
Train to retain the title at 19:28.

Rating: C-. The ending was better but it wasn’t the most thrilling match
in the world. Drake getting a title defense under his belt helps though
and this felt like a big enough deal. Adonis is fine in his role too and
works as some extra muscle. Also, it’s nice to have the main event finish

without the MMA guys coming in to take all the attention.

Overall Rating: C. This show was rolling along until it hit the wall that
was the TripleMania stuff. That was literally over twenty minutes of just
talking about a show where the GFW talents were supporting players, save
for Impact. If you cut that WAY down and focus on other stuff that



actually deserves some attention (assuming the promotion actually has
that), this is a much better show. The fast paced first forty five
minutes are good but outside of that, the show fell apart.

Results

Sonjay Dutt/Petey Williams b. Caleb Konley/Trevor Lee — Top rope splash
to Konley

LAX b. John Bolin/Zachary Wentz — Street Sweeper to Wentz

Sienna/Taryn Terrell b. Allie/Gail Kim — Reversed crossbody with a
handful of tights

Eli Drake b. Matt Sydal — Gravy Train
Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the

Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperback-k
bs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Lucha Underground — February
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24, 2016: The Hunt Is On

Lucha Underground
Date: February 24, 2016

Location: Lucha Underground Temple, Boyle Heights, California

Commentators: Vampiro, Matt Striker

We've actually got a big match set up for this week as we have Johnny
Mundo vs. Cage in a match that could go a long way towards crowning a new
#1 contender for the title. Other than that the interesting thing could
be seeing what kind of new backstory we get for this place, which have
been some of the more interesting things int his season. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of Mundo and Cage challenging Mil Muertes before
fighting each other, along with Texano coming back to go after Chavo
Guerrero and the Crew.

Pentagon Jr. kneels before his master, who talks about the split between
Vampiro and Ian. We see a recap video of Vampiro becoming Pentagon’s
master and their match from Ultima Lucha. They’re still together now and

no one can stand in Pentagon’s way, not even her, whoever that is.

Jack Evans vs. PJ Black

Evans does his own intro and further ticks off the fans, including
speaking in rhyme while promising to take out Drago if he comes anywhere
near this match. Jack’'s office of a handshake is of course a ploy and he
gets sent into the corner but PJ misses a charge. Something like a
lifting German suplex gets two for Black and a nice vertical suplex gets
the same.

The fans keep telling the referee that the near falls were three’s
because they want to see Jack lose so badly. Striker: “As Jack gets
Kerouac’'ed it’s PJ Black on the attack.” Vampiro threatens to steal
Striker’'s notes as Jack does a corkscrew kick to the head, drawing Drago
to look down from the balcony. Evans tells Drago to come get him but the
distraction lets Black throw him into the air for something like a one
man 3D. Somehow it only gets two so here’s Drago to accidentally mist


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/02/26/lucha-underground-february-24-2016-the-hunt-is-on/

Black, setting up the rollover backslide to give Jack the pin at 3:53.

Rating: C-. Evans is such a natural heel and he’s really starting to grow
on me. Black continues to be a guy who isn’t doing much for me, which has
been the case since he left the Nexus all those years ago. The Drago
stuff could be interesting and this likely sets up Drago vs. Black,
possibly with the winner facing Evans in a rematch. The wrestling here

wasn’'t great but it was good storytelling and that’'s more important.
Johnny Mundo workout video.

Famous B. video with the theme of a used car salesman. “I’'ll turn you

from a jobber to a robber.”

King Cuerno vs. Killshot

Non-title which makes Striker curious about why Cuerno won’t defend the
belt. Killshot quickly sends him out to the floor for a dive, followed by
a big running kick up against the apron. Killshot has to bail out of
another dive so Cuerno hits one of the loudest superkicks I've ever
heard. There’'s the Arrow to drop Killshot but he’s still able to win a
battle of kicks to the head.

They head to the apron with Killshot bringing Cuerno down with what
looked like a semi-botched cutter. Back in and they trade more loud kicks
to the face (Vampiro: “I haven’t seen something like that since Puerto
Rico.”) until Killshot reverses a Tombstone into a wheelbarrow gutbuster.
Cuerno avoids a top rope corkscrew moonsault though and the Thrill of the
Hunt puts Killshot away at 5:30.

Rating: C. I'm still not getting much out of Killshot but it was good to
see Cuerno continue to look dominant. This is one of those things that
Lucha Underground does so well despite having a limited roster. Instead
of having people interact before a big match, the contact between Fenix
and Cuerno in this case has been minimal. You know the rematch is coming
but they haven’t been fighting or even talking to each other. In other

words, save it for the ring.

Cuerno stays on him after the match but Fenix runs out for the save,



sending Cuerno running away as fast as he can.
Mil Muertes is Luchador of the Week.

Texano vs. Chavo Guerrero Jr./The Crew

Gauntlet match with Cisco starting things off, which includes a superkick
for the pin in about 20 seconds. That was barely enough time for Striker
to get in a Lieutenant Loco reference. Cortez is in next and has some
more success with a few running shots in the corner. A clothesline gets
two on Texano but he comes back with a pop up sitout powerbomb to get rid
of Cortez.

Chavo comes straight in with a rollup for two and Texano is suddenly in
trouble. The fans think they’ve seen this stuff before until Texano comes
back with a superkick to the ribs. Castro gets back up though and trips
Texano with his bullrope to give Chavo the pin at 5:45 total. The
Rude/Warrior ending always works.

Rating: D+. Texano really needs a better opponent than Chavo. I mean,
Chavo will be fine in the ring but this whole “Mexico is mad at you”
thing isn’t really working all that well. Granted some of it probably has
to do with the fact that it’'s Chavo Guerrero who is as by standard (yet
talented) as they come.

We go back to Black Lotus and Dario Cueto, still 375 miles from Boyle
Heights as they make sure Matanza is ready to fight. Cueto talks about
Matanza saving his life from their evil mother. One day Dario stood up to
her but he wasn’t strong enough to back up his words. Matanza saved him
by beating her to death with a bull statue, which Cueto has with him.
That'’s a happy memory for Cueto because it taught him just how much he
loved violence.

Catrina is walking through the back when Pentagon shouts to her from a
spare ring. He wants Prince Puma, so Catrina teleports to the ring and
says he gets nothing after injuring Mil Muertes. Pentagon loads up her
arm for a break but more teleporting saves Catrina. She says Pentagon can
have the match next week but putting his hands on her was the worst

decision he ever made.



Cage vs. Johnny Mundo

Mundo slaps him in the face to start so Cage drives Johnny into the
corner for some shoulders to the ribs. The fans call him JOHNNY ZERO as
Mundo flips away from Cage, only to get hiptossed into a backbreaker.
Johnny has to kick Cage in the head to escape a superplex attempt and
sends him outside for a big flip dive. Back in and Johnny rides him on
the mat for a bit, only to get caught in a sitout Alabama Slam for two.
This heel speed vs. face power is working for the most part even though
it’s not something you see that often.

A sitout faceplant gets two more on Mundo, who grabs a rollup with his
feet on the ropes for a near fall of his own. The Lucha Destroyer (cool
name for the F5) gets two more for Cage but Johnny pops up with a Flying
Chuck. A discus lariat drops Johnny again but here’s the debuting Taya
Valkyrie to distract the referee, allowing Mundo to sneak in a pipe and
knock Cage out for the pin at 7:57.

Rating: C. The story worked well enough here and the debut at the end is
at least an improvement over Melina showing up in the Alberto match at
Ultima Lucha (Did we ever get an explanation for where she went?). Cage
is basically Ryback with a bigger moveset, which means I’'m not really
surprised that he lost here.

Post match Taya gives Cage two running knees to the chest in the corner
and hugs Mundo.

After the credits, Cuerno (again looking ridiculous as a cowboy) comes in
to see Catrina and says he wants his title match next week. Catrina says
not so fast because he has a title defense against Fenix in a ladder
match.

Overall Rating: D+. I really wasn’t feeling this one as the wrestling was
mostly dull but they did a really good job of setting up stuff for next
week. Cage vs. Mundo was fine and the rest of the show was watchable
enough but there was nothing on here that really jumped off the page at
me. It's cool to see Dario back but I'd like to see some of these things
actually coming together. It does help though that we’re getting a big
match next week and there’s enough stuff they didn’t cover here to make



me wonder what we’ll get next week.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume IV at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1AXPO8SDK

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B01AXP08DK?ref_=pe_2427780_160035660
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

