
Dynamite – January 22, 2025:
Part Of It Worked
Dynamite
Date: January 22, 2025
Location: Knoxville Civic Auditorium, Knoxville, Tennessee
Commentators: Taz, Tony Schiavone, Excalibur

We are closing in on Grand Slam and that means it is time to
start getting ready for the show. There is a good chance that
we are going to see something set up this week, as we are
starting up some big things. Revolution is coming up as well
and that means there are a lot of things going on. Let’s get
to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Here is Will Ospreay to get things going, with Kenny Omega
coming out to join him. Sidenote: like him or not, Omega gets
the superstar entrance to end them all around here and there
is no way around it. The fans love him and he comes off like
the king of the world. Ospreay talks about how Omega came back
in a weird time because the Death Riders are holding the World
Title hostage and Ospreay wants to do something about it but
can’t get away from the Don Callis Family.

Omega  talks  about  them  fighting  at  Forbidden  Door,  where
Ospreay tried to drop him on his head. That makes Ospreay no
better than Callis, and no matter what he does, Omega is still
better. Ospreay can take the #2 spot, but Omega has the #1
spot locked up. Cue Callis but Omega immediately goes after
him,  with  Konosuke  Takeshita  jumping  Omega.  Kyle  Fletcher
comes in for the beatdown and Ospreay, eventually, comes in
for the save.

The big brawl is on with Callis sending in the Murder Machines
and the big fight heads into the concourse. Ospreay and Omega
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fight  back  and  put  Lance  Archer  through  a  well  placed
merchandise table. The brawl heads back into the arena, with
Omega and Ospreay hitting some gorgeous dives off various
structures to take the villains down. Omega and Ospreay climb
the light structure and Omega says next time it’s Callis’
turn. Omega issues the challenge for Grand Slam to Takeshita
and Fletcher.

The catchphrase is loaded up and, after Omega’s music starts
and stops, he gets it in. Then Omega wants to get down because
he is scared of heights (fair enough as I can relate). This
was a heck of an opening segment, mainly because Omega and
Ospreay were acting like superheroes, which is where they
shine. The only drawback was they were doing it against Don
Callis,  as  the  energy  just  goes  sailing  out  the  window
whenever he’s around.

Video on Pac.

The Death Riders talk about how Cope is in a world he doesn’t
understand. He’s willing to finish the job on Cope’s neck
because they don’t have time for relics of the past.

Tag Team Titles: Hurt Syndicate vs. Private Party

The Syndicate, with MVP on commentary, is challenging. Lashley
takes over on Quen to start before handing it off to Benjamin.
A neckbreaker/Swanton combination gives Kassidy a quick two
but Lashley grabs Quen from the apron. The Syndicate is sent
to the floor, where they catch stereo dives and hit belly to
belly suplexes.

We take a break and come back with Kassidy having been put
through the announcers’ table and Quen being thrown around by
Benjamin. Kassidy is back up and Quen fights up, allowing the
tag off to Kassidy to pick up the pace. A pop up dropkick hits
Benjamin and a 450 gets two, with Lashley making the save.
Lashley spears Kassidy in half for the pin and the titles at
9:10.



Rating:  B-.  This  was  how  the  match  should  have  gone,  as
Private Party has not felt important since winning the titles.
The problem came down to they have done nothing in AEW other
than beat the Young Bucks twice. Since winning the titles,
they have mainly sat back while teams qualified to face them
or watched Action Andretti/Lio Rush vs. Top Flight. What else
was supposed to happen here? The Syndicate has looked like
monsters since showing up and them winning the titles is the
right move.

Video on Mariah May vs. Toni Storm at Grand Slam.

Harley Cameron gives Toni Storm a pep talk. In Australian.
Renee Paquette: “I didn’t get a word of that.”

Karen Jarrett tries to calm Jeff Jarrett down but he’s got
this.

Here is Jeff Jarrett for a chat. Jarrett talks about being on
after Jerry Lawler one night and not doing quite as well,
including on the microphone. After the match, Lawler asked
what Jarrett was thinking. Never get in the gutter with your
opponent, like he did with MJF last week. They’ll deal with
that one day, but for now, he wants Jon Moxley out here.

Moxley’s music plays but Claudio Castagnoli comes in to jump
Jarrett instead. Castagnoli says no one gets to Moxley without
getting through him first, so stay out of their business. With
Castagnoli in the crowd, Jarrett challenges him for next week,
with a title shot coming if he wins. I guess Jarrett might get
the title hot in Australia, which is certainly a choice they
could make.

Video on Megan Bayne.

Swerve Strickland vs. AR Fox

They fight over a suplex to start until Swerve sends him
outside for a moonsault. Back in and Swerve drops him gain



without much trouble and we take a break. We come back with
Fox working on the arm and hitting a step up moonsault to the
floor. Swerve fights back but cue Ricochet for a distraction.
Prince Nana whips out a pipe to chase him off, leaving Fox to
hit a quick Lo Mein Pain for two, only to miss the 450. Swerve
is back with the rolling Downward Spiral into the House call.
Fox has to scoot WAY over so the Swerve Stomp can finish at
9:15.

Rating: B-. This was a perfectly fine match between two guys
who know how to work well with each other. It also didn’t go
quite as long as I was expecting and that is nice to see for a
change. Strickland didn’t give up a ton of offense and it made
things  better.  Nana  whipping  out  a  pipe  from  nowhere  was
amusing enough as a bonus.

Post match Ricochet pops up to show that he has Prince Nana
held a scissors point. They’ll meet next week. I’m still not
sure about Ricochet as this crazy violent guy, but that’s
where we’re going. Or at least what is being teased.

We look at Powerhouse Hobbs getting a win in a twelve man tag
on Collision.

The Learning Tree is happy to be here in Knoxville, in the
Rocky Mountains. Big Bill seems ok with the loss but Chris
Jericho isn’t happy. What is Bill going to do about it? Bill
gets serious and challenges Hobbs for Collision. They really
aren’t going to stretch this Learning Tree stuff out until
Eddie Kingston is back right?

Here is MJF, who orders a jobber to get out of his ring. MJF
wants an apology from Jeff Jarrett because it is hilarious
that Jarrett thinks he can win a World Title in 2025 without
MJF’s help. Maybe he is as senile as he looks. The reality is
that wrestling does not love Jarrett anymore and neither do
these fans. A mediocre strength DOUBLE J chant slows things
down a bit before MJF says Jarrett might go better off making



by making a deal with the devil rather than defying him.

Hangman Page vs. ???

It’s the same guy who MJF sent to the floor before the match
and it’s a Buckshot Lariat for the pin at 33 seconds.

Post  match  Page  gives  him  the  Angel’s  Wings.  Christopher
Daniels comes out to say he regrets taking the match with
Page, because his neck is so damaged that his doctors have
advised him to never wrestle again. He hopes Page can be happy
and then walks away, leaving Page looking a bit shaken. That
sounds like the end of Daniels’ career and the start of Page
coming back to reality.

Mercedes  Mone  is  ready  to  continue  her  international
expansion. She’s ready to fight in Australia so here is Harley
Cameron to challenger her. In song. She’s going to make Mone
feel her wrath because four belts is a bit much. Mone says no
because Cameron hasn’t won a mach on AEW TV. Renee Paquette
does compliment the song.

Jamie Hayter vs. Julia Hart

they go outside to start and Hart is sent into the barricade.
Then Hart is sent into the barricade and steps as this is a
rather violent match to start. A missile dropkick gives Hayter
two but Hart pulls her off the middle rope to send Hayter face
first into the buckle. We take a break and come back with
Hayter knocking her off the top for a double knockdown.

Hayter snaps off some German suplexes and hits a spinebuster
for two. The half crab sends Hart over to the ropes and she
grabs  an  Octopus  hold.  Hayter  powers  out  and  hits  a
backbreaker but Hart crucifix bombs her for two more. Hart
stops to glare at the crowd though and the Hatebreaker into
Hayterade finishes for Hayter at 9:38.

Rating: C. I’m not sure what it is about Hayter but there



isn’t much to get interested in about her since she has been
back. She’s just not very interesting and it’s showing more
every time she’s out there. Hart is fine enough but these
matches haven’t made me want to see either of them again,
which is likely why we’re probably getting a rubber match.

Post match Hayter says she’s up for a rubber match anytime.

Powerhouse Hobbs will be waiting for Big Bill in the parking
lot at Collision.

Swerve Strickland is coming after Ricochet soon.

Brody King/Buddy Matthews/Julia Hart, now with a dog, suggest
that they have no leader. Then King puts on a mask and talks
about barking. Then he barks.

Cope vs. Pac

They go to the mat to start and trade hammerlocks with neither
getting very far. Back up and Pac backs him against the ropes
before kicking away at the ribs. Cope heads to the floor and
drops him face first onto the steps, followed by a whip into
the barricade. Pac kicks the knee out and sends him into the
apron, with Cope instantly favoring his neck.

A big dive takes Cope out again and we take a break. Back with
Cope fighting out of a chinlock and hitting a dropkick to
leave both of them down. Cope gets up and hits the Impaler but
goes to the corner instead of covering. The spear is cut off
and Pac hits a superkick to the back of the head.

A pump kick tot he back of the head sets up a release German
suplex and Cope is rocked. The Brutalizer goes on but Cope
powers up and plants him for the escape. Cope hits a spear to
the back and another to the front, setting up a TKO of all
things for the pin on Pac at 17:33.

Rating: C+. I wasn’t getting into this as the match was decent
enough but it wasn’t very exciting. That has been the case



with Cope for a good while now as he seems to love the idea of
these long matches. Not a great match and the fans were only
so  into  it,  mainly  because  it’s  yet  another  Death  Riders
match, despite the seeming lack of any interest in the story.

We cut to the back where the Death Riders have kidnapped FTR
(again) and beat up the Rock N Roll Express. Cue the Death
Riders to go after Cope and the beatdown is on. Jay White runs
in for the save but gets beaten down as well, leaving Moxley
to choke Cope out to end the show.

Oh I laughed hard at this ending, as AEW is now probably up to
septupling up on the Death Riders stuff. Moxley gets to come
out and look all awesome not once but twice, leaving the good
guys laying again. Such is life in AEW, as this story keeps
going, likely until Darby Allin is done climbing Mount Everest
or whatever his latest thing is. Lucky us indeed.

Overall Rating: C+. This one didn’t do much for me, as the
opening segment and title switch were about the only things
worth seeing. The rest of the show fell into the same trap
that AEW has been dealing with for a long time: it is all so
serious and, save for Harley Cameron, most of it just isn’t
fun. Everything feels like it’s all about being serious and
such and that can get rough fast. I’m not sure what AEW needs,
but just giving us some kind of comic relief or something a
bit more goofy might be very nice for a change. For now
though, not a bad show, but it got tedious in a hurry in the
last hour or so.

Results
Hurt Syndicate b. Private Party – Spear to Kassidy
Swerve Strickland b. AR Fox – Swerve Stomp
Hangman Page b. ??? – Buckshot Lariat
Jamie Hayter b. Julia Hart – Hayterade
Cope b. Pac – TKO

 



 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

AEW Collision – January 18,
2025: Hanging Up The Wings?
Collision
Date: January 18, 2025
Location: Andrew J. Brady Music Center, Cincinnati, Ohio
Commentators: Nigel McGuinness, Tony Schiavone, Matt Menard

We’re about a month away from grand Slam and in this case we
have another special in the form of Maximum Carnage. The big
deal this week is a Texas Deathmatch between Hangman Page and
Christopher Daniels, which should be rather violent. Other
than that, we’ll need to see what is next for a lot of people.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

The Outrunners, Powerhouse Hobbs, Rated FTR, Kazuchika Okada,
Christopher Daniels and Hangman Page are ready to fight.
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Christopher Daniels vs. Hangman Page

Texas Deathmatch, which in AEW terms means you can only win by
knockout or submission. Page cuts off the early jawing and
hammers away in the corner before clotheslining Daniels to the
floor. There’s a dive to take him out again and Daniels is
sent into the barricade as this is total dominance. A chair to
the face drops Daniels again and we’ve already got some blood.

Barbed wire to the cut has Daniels in more trouble and Page
rips at the jaw. The wire is wrapped around Page’s arm for a
discus forearm as we take a break. Back with Daniels hitting a
desperation clothesline but getting sent face first into a
chair in the corner. Daniels is laid on a table for a stomp
from the apron, with the table collapsing but not breaking for
a unique look.

It’s time for a barbed wire table (because of course) but Page
takes too long up top and gets super Rock Bottomed through the
table. A Buckshot Lariat and Angel’s Wings on the apron are
both blocked but Daniels is back with a Koji Clutch. That’s
broken  up  as  well  so  Daniels  grabs  Angel’s  Wings  for  a
breather. The BME connects, followed by another onto a table
onto Page. That doesn’t really matter as Page is back up for a
Tombstone onto the chair. Daniels is on his feet in less than
thirty seconds so it’s a Deadeye onto a chair, followed by the
Buckshot Lariat to the back of the head to end Daniels at
16:44.

Rating: B. Word on the street is that this is the end for
Daniels and if that is the case, he went out with a hard
hitting, violent match which made Page look great. Daniels has
been a dependable hand in AEW for a long time now and it was
nice to see him getting out there one more time. Heck of a
match here, and Page should be on his way to bigger things
soon.

Post match Page comes back and hits an Angel’s Wings.



Here is Toni Storm for a chat. She can’t believe that she is
going to her hometown for a title shot in the building where
she saw her first wrestling show. Mariah May is the best in
the world and they need to meet face to face next week. Tony
Schiavone isn’t convinced but goes along with it anyway.

We  look  at  the  Hurt  Syndicate  wrecking  Mark  Briscoe  and
Private Party on Dynamite.

The Hurt Syndicate wants the Tag Team Titles.

Undisputed Kingdom vs. Shane Taylor Promotions

Shane  Taylor  is  here  with  his  own  Promotions.  Strong  and
Moriarty start things off so it’s quickly off to Dean, who
gets kicked in the chest. Some cheating from the floor takes
the good guys down though and the Infantry gets to pose on the
apron as we take a break. Back with Cole missing the Panama
Sunrise but scoring with the superkick. Strong comes in to
clean house as everything breaks down. The High/Low finishes
Bravo at 6:54.

Rating: C+. I have no idea why a six minute match needed a
break in the middle, but at least they kept the match short.
This wasn’t a match that was going to need a lot of time and
it made the Kingdom look that much better. At the same time,
this  isn’t  going  to  make  hearing  Taylor  talk  about  how
dominant the team is in ROH, but it’s not like that show
matters anyway, even to the people running it.

Post match Taylor comes in and wrecks the Kingdom but Daniel
Garcia comes in to take him down.

We look at Kenny Omega returning to the ring on Dynamite but
getting  beaten  down  by  the  Don  Callis  Family,  with  Will
Ospreay not being able to make the save.

Ospreay isn’t happy and wants to meet Omega face to face next
week on Dynamite.



Murder Machines vs. Top Flight

The Machines jump them to start and a backbreaker/running kick
to the head combination hits Darius. A kick to the head gets
Darius out of trouble though and it’s Dante coming in to pick
up  the  pace.  Archer  misses  a  charge  into  the  corner  and
everything breaks down, with the Machines easily taking them
down.  A  powerbomb/chokeslam  combination  finishes  Dante  at
3:47.

Rating: C. This wasn’t quite a squash but what matters the
most is that the Machines looked good. They could be the
resident monster team around here without much trouble and to
do that, they have to win matches like this one. At the same
time, I could go for seeing Top Flight as something other than
jobbers, as they are more than good enough to be in a better
place than that.

Post match the Machines leave so here are Action Andretti and
Lio Rush to jump Top Flight. Sweet goodness do the Martins owe
AEW money or something?

The Learning Tree insists they will be on the same page as the
Death Riders tonight. Chris Jericho talks about his history
with Jon Moxley and if Moxley is as smart as Jericho thinks he
is, they’ll be fine here.

The Undisputed Kingdom thanks Daniel Garcia and challenge he
and Matt Menard to find a partner for a six man on Dynamite.
Deal. For some reason, the audio here was terrible and I could
barely hear what they were saying.

Here is Max Caster, with a bag, for a chat. He wants to clear
the air with Anthony Bowens, who comes to the ring as well.
Caster talks about how they’re a great team, but the issue is
that Bowens will not admit that Caster is the best wrestler in
the world. That sends Bowens off, as he talks about how he has
protected Caster from people finding out his expectations.
Bowens has worked to represent this company for a long time



now  and  is  AEW’s  five  tool  player.  Caster  whips  out  a
trademark dubbing him the best wrestler in the world, which is
kind of awesome.

Cue Billy Gunn to ask what is going on with the two of them
because they did some amazing things together. Caster calls
Gunn selfish for making it about himself when it should have
been about Caster all along. Gunn ruins every team, including
his own kids. Bowens is told to pick a side and he picks Gunn,
which has Caster walking off, going on a huge rant about how
much the other two suck. Bowens scissors with Gunn as Caster
storms off.

Swerve Strickland was in a celebrity golf tournament.

Strickland, with Prince Nana, is ready to end Ricochet in
Atlanta on February 5. He can’t wait to choke Ricochet, which
is a rather specific wish.

Continental Title: Kazuchika Okada vs. Tomohiro Ishii

Okada  is  defending  and  Schiavone  explains  their  history
together. A chop rocks Okada and he bails out to the floor,
where another clothesline takes him down. We take a break and
come back with Ishii getting two off a superplex, only to get
dropped onto Okada’s knee. The top rope elbow connects but
Ishii  wrenches  the  extended  middle  finger.  Ishii  hits  a
clothesline  but  runs  into  the  dropkick.  The  Rainmaker  is
blocked and Ishii knocks him down for two. Okada hits another
dropkick and grabs the bell, which is quickly taken away. That
means it’s a low blow into the Rainmaker to retain the title
at 8:14.

Rating: B-. It was a hard hitting fight and I’m well aware of
the history between the two of them. That being said, we just
finished a month long tournament to get a shot at this title,
with wrestlers having to win multiple matches and survive. On
the other hand, Ishii has never actually won a singles match
in AEW and lost multiple recent title shots both here and



elsewhere. I could go for a better reason for a title match
than “they teamed together in Japan and had a really good
match there years ago”.

The Gates Of Agony want a match next week.

Dustin Rhodes vs. Adam Priest

Priest isn’t interested in respect to start and gets his arm
cranked  as  a  result.  The  snap  powerslam  doesn’t  quite  go
smoothly and the referee breaks up Shattered Dreams. Rhodes
isn’t bothered and hits Cross Rhodes into the Final Reckoning
for the pin at 2;12.

We look at Cope suggesting the House Of Black go its separate
ways.

Julia Hart vs. Harley Cameron

Cameron is wrestling in sunglasses in her smart way to avoid
the mist. And then she takes them off at the bell. A takedown
lets Cameron hammer away to start and an enziguri gets two.
Hart is back up and chokes away on the ropes as we take a
break. Back with Hart fighting out of a fireman’s carry and
grabbing  an  Octopus.  With  that  broken  up,  Hart  hits  some
running shots in the corner for two but it’s too early for
Hartless. Cameron gets in Eat Defeat but misses a charge into
the corner. A clothesline to the back of the head sets up
Hartless to make Cameron quit at 7:24.

Rating:  C+.  This  wasn’t  meant  to  be  some  masterpiece  but
Cameron has gotten far better at what she does every week.
Hart is still getting back in the swing of things after so
much time away due to injuries and that is going to take some
time in the ring. For now though, nice stuff and I’m sure
Cameron  will  be  fine  when  she  has  some  more  offbeat
shenanigans.

We look at the return of Samoa Joe on Dynamite. Next week, he



gets Nick Wayne.

The Learning Tree has attacked Powerhouse Hobbs.

Rated  FTR/Outrunners/Powerhouse  Hobbs  vs.  The  Learning
Tree/Death Riders

Minus  Hobbs.  Jericho  and  Harwood  start  things  off,  which
doesn’t seem like the best idea after last week. They slap it
out with Harwood getting the better of things so it’s off to
Keith to hammer away. Wheeler and Wheeler come in with Wheeler
chopping away at Wheeler in the corner. Magnum comes in and
gets chopped as well before it’s off to Floyd for a running
knee. A brainbuster gets two on Yuta and everything breaks
down with the villains being cleared out as we take a break.

Back  with  Bill  choking  away  at  Harwood  but  it’s  off  to
Jericho, who whips Harwood into Moxley. It’s off to Moxley
(the fans approve) for a piledriver before Yuta comes in (the
fans don’t approve). A suplex sets up the chinlock before Yuta
sends him shoulder first into the post. Bill misses a charge
into the corner though and the tag brings in Cope to clean
house. Jericho counters the spear with a Codebreaker so it’s
Floyd coming in to pick up the pace.

Jericho and Keith get caught with the Mega Powers Elbow before
we hit the parade of knockdowns. The Shatter Machine hits Bill
and Cope gives Moxley the Impaler on the ramp. Cue Pac to jump
Cope and the Death Riders put a bag over his head. Cash makes
the save and a bunch of people brawl into the crowd. Cue the
limping Hobbs to get the tag and clean house until we get the
showdown  with  Bill.  Total  Recall  hits  Jericho  and  Hobbs
spinebusters Keith for the win at 18:04.

Rating: B-. Well that was certainly was a mess, but not in a
bad way. It says a lot when the match was supposed to start
with twelve, maxed out at eleven, and then wound up as a six
man. It felt like something out of ECW with the insanity and
it would not surprise me if that was the plan. Hobbs gets a



bit back after Dynamite, though he’s not exactly breaking
through to the next level after this match.

Overall Rating: B-. This was the standard for Collision, in
that it felt like an hour long show stretched out to twice
that long. That’s not the best thing to see, but they did well
enough with some nice action. As usual, this doesn’t feel like
the  most  storyline  heavy  show  and  that’s  ok,  as  it  is
establishing something of an identity of its own. Not a must
see show as usual, but a fine way to spend a Saturday night.

Results
Hangman Page b. Christopher Daniels – Buckshot Lariat to the
back of the head
Undisputed Kingdom b. Shane Taylor Promotions – High/Low to
Bravo
Murder  Machines  b.  Top  Flight  –  Powerbomb/chokeslam
combination  to  Dante
Kazuchika Okada b. Tomohiro Ishii – Rainmaker
Dustin Rhodes b. Adam Priest – Final Reckoning
Julia Hart b. Harley Cameron – Hartless
Rated FTR/Outrunners/Powerhouse Hobbs b. Death Riders/Learning
Tree – Spinebuster to Keith
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AEW Collision – January 11,
2025: The Death Riders Show.
Again.
Collision
Date: January 11, 2025
Location: Akins Ford Arena, Athens, Georgia
Commentators Nigel McGuinness, Tony Schiavone

We’re on the way to Grand Slam in Australia but first we need
to get through next week’s Maximum Carnage. That show is going
to feature Powerhouse Hobbs getting a World Title shot against
Jon Moxley, albeit in Moxley’s hometown, but it’s going to
need more than that. Odds are we’ll see some of it added this
week so let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Harley Cameron, Mariah May, the Learning Tree and Rated FTR
are ready to fight.

Opening sequence.

Cope vs. Big Bill

Chris Jericho is on commentary. Bill wins a power lockup to
start and Cope is quickly sent outside. The brawling goes a
bit better for Cope, who sends him into various things on the
floor. A Jericho distraction lets Bill drop Cope onto the
announcers’ table and then sends him into various things to
take over. A drop onto the barricade has Cope in more trouble
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and we take a break, with most of the match having been on the
floor.

Back with Cope managing a clothesline to the back of the head
but charging into a swinging Boss Man Slam. Cope goes up top
(above an exposed turnbuckle) and Bill is sent face first. A
powerbomb out of the corner plants Bill for two as the fans
are getting into this. Bill’s boot to the face gets two but
Cope is back with an implant DDT for a rather near fall. Back
up and Bill tries a chokeslam so Cope kicks him low, setting
up the Jon Moxley hammer and anvil elbows. A rear naked choke
finishes Bill at 13:33.

Rating: B. This started to click a lot better at the end and
that is always nice to see. Cope and Bill aren’t the kind of
people you would expect to have this kind of chemistry but
they made it work well. That being said, I could go for Cope
not feuding with two champions at once, though that certainly
seems to be the direction they’re taking.

Post match the Learning Tree runs in for the beatdown but FTR
makes the save.

Video on Kenny Omega’s return on Dynamite.

Hangman Page talks about the work that he has put in to
protect his family and it was all undone in one night. He
could either remain the husk of a man that he was or become
something else. That’s why he kept Swerve Strickland from
winning the World Title, which is why he gave him such a
beating in September. Then he heard what Christopher Daniels
said but then Daniels crossed a line with him. They’ll fight
next week in a Texas Deathmatch. He knows who he will be
against Daniels, who has made his own bed. Good promo, but
it’s setting up a Texas Deathmatch between Page and Daniels.

Pac vs. Komander

Non-title.  They  pick  up  the  pace  to  start  with  Komander



sending  him  outside  for  a  slow  motion  flip  into  a
headscissors. The big rope walk flip dive connects and a high
crossbody gives Komander two back inside. Pac isn’t having
that and sends him outside, with Komander crashing into the
barricade.

Back in and Pac goes simple by kicking him in the face for two
but makes the mistake of going after Alex Abrahantes. Komander
is  right  there  with  the  dive  and  a  DDT  gets  two.  Some
superkicks into a super Canadian Destroyer connects, only for
Pac to pull him into the Brutalizer for the win at 8:01.

Rating: B-. Nice stuff here with Pac oddly being a bit more of
the violent star rather than going to the air as he is capable
of doing. At the same time, Komander was flying all over the
place as…well not only he can but as he can do. Finally, such
if life for a Ring Of Honor champion, and there is pretty much
a zero percent chance that Pac will go after the belt, as Ring
Of Honor continues to look useless.

Post match the Death Riders come out for the beatdown but the
Outrunners run in and it’s match time.

Death Riders vs. Outrunners

It’s a brawl to start until Yuta gets taken into the wrong
corner as things settle down a bit. That doesn’t last long as
Castagnoli takes over on Magnum with the uppercuts against the
ropes. Magnum fights up with a Thesz press of all things,
allowing the Outrunners to clear the ring.

We take a break and come back with Magnum getting kicked in
the head but managing a backdrop to send Castagnoli outside.
Floyd comes in for a series of slams to take over and the Mega
Powers  elbow  hits  Yuta.  Everything  breaks  down  and  Yuta
dropkicks  Floyd  and  a  spinning  suplex  gives  him  two.
Castagnoli superplexes Floyd down and the Fastball Special is
enough for the pin at 11:42.



Rating: C+. Ah there it is, as the Death Riders get to take
out another popular team. It makes sense on paper as the Death
Riders are way above the Outrunners, but it might be nice to
have the popular guys win something over these guys at some
point. Or for the Death Riders to defend the Trios Titles, as
it’s been over two months now.

Video on Maximum Carnage.

Powerhouse Hobbs has been listening to the Death Riders and
wants the World Title.

Harley Cameron vs. Mariah May

Non-title. Cameron starts fast with some rollups for two each
and May needs an early breather. May’s chops in the corner
just annoy Cameron, who fires off some knees to the ribs and
an enziguri for two. Back up and May hits a running dropkick
for two and we take an early break. We come back with May
putting her on top for a double chop but Cameron fights back
again. A few knockdowns set up a belly to back suplex for two
on May, who knees her in the face. Storm Zero finishes for May
at 9:19.

Rating: C. This was fun stuff with the two of them getting to
be a bit goofy, though Cameron was putting in the work as
well. There was never going to be any drama about the result
here as May is not likely to lose to a comedy star like
Cameron, but it was nice to see the two of them having a fun
match. It worked well, and I could go for the two of them
doing some more stuff later on.

Christopher Daniels is ready for Hangman Page next week.

Brody King vs. Trevor Blackwell

Julia Hart is here with King, who hits a running clothesline,
a Cannonball, and the Ganso Bomb for the win at 1:31.

Post break Brody King talks about how this is a strange time



for the House Of Black but Cope comes in. Cope says it’s time
for King to take the reigns, which has King thinking.

TNT Title: Daniel Garcia vs. Katsuyori Shibata

Garcia is defending. Feeling out process to start with Shibata
taking him up against the ropes for an early clean break. They
trade chops with Shibata getting the better of things in the
corner and grabbing a suplex for two. Shibata ties up the legs
and we take an early break. Back with Garcia hammering away in
the corner and rolling a neckbreaker for two.

They  trade  running  boots  to  the  face  and  belly  to  back
suplexes until a double takedown gives us a double breather.
Then they both sit up and trade chops and ankle locks, which
are both broken up. Shibata stays on the leg and puts on the
Figure Four, sending Garcia over to the ropes. Then Garcia
grabs a quick jackknife rollup for he pin at 11:27.

Rating: C+. Garcia has done that quick rollup pin thing a few
times now and it’s only working so well. At the same time,
this was quite the “I do this and you do the same thing and
then you do something and I’ll do it after”, making it feel as
scripted as possible. I get the idea of Garcia being able to
hang with Shibata but….yeah it still looks weird to have them
doing the same moves over and over.

Video on the Women’s Casino Gauntlet match.

Chris Jericho vs. Dax Harwood

Non-title and everyone is barred from ringside, which is just
something that can be enforced at any given time. They fight
over a lockup to start and go to the floor before trading
chops back inside. Harwood wraps the leg around the post but
gets pulled face first into said post but Harwood wins a brawl
in  the  crowd.  Back  in  and  Jericho  snaps  off  a  super
hurricanrana  and  we  take  a  break.



We come back with Harwood rolling through a high crossbody for
two but Jericho counters a German suplex. The Walls of Jericho
are broken up as well so Jericho settles for the Lionsault for
two more. Jericho takes too long going up and gets top rope
superplexed back down for the crash. They forearm it out from
their knees and it’s a double knockdown, with Jericho rolling
outside.

Jericho kicks him into the steps and almost wins by countout,
only for Harwood to come back in for a Sharpshooter. A belt
shot misses for Jericho but he punches the referee in the eye
and….I think he’s supposed to put the belt up to cut off a
dive but instead just kind of hits a diving Harwood. Then a
belt shot gives Jericho two, followed by the Judas Effect for
the pin at 15:23.

Rating: C. Not only was it long, as in rather long, but the
last  thirty  seconds  felt  like  it  ha  about  four  finishing
sequences put together. I have no idea why the belt shot
couldn’t have just wrapped it up but I guess they had more
time to fill. Harwood can wrestle a fine enough match with
anyone, though this was far longer than it needed to be and it
hurt things a lot.

Post match the Death Riders run in for the beatdown, with
Cope, Cash Wheeler and the Outrunners running in for the save.
Naturally Jon Moxley gets to drop Cope with the Paradigm Shift
but Powerhouse Hobbs makes the real save and no sells Moxley’s
chair  shot.  Moxley  runs  off  and  Yuta  is  put  through  the
announcers’ table to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This show didn’t feel like it had as much
filler as last week, but dang did it have a lot of the Death
Riders. I don’t know what we’re waiting on, but there is a
good chance that Cope is going to be the next challenger for
Moxley, and that doesn’t feel like the big ending to the
story. Overall, not a bad show at all, but Dynamite next week
is feeling like the big show where things actually happen.



Results
Cope b. Big Bill – Rear naked choke
Pac b. Komander – Brutalizer
Death Riders b. Outrunners – Fastball Special to Floyd
Mariah May b. Harley Cameron – Storm Zero
Brody King b. Trevor Blackwell – Ganso Bomb
Daniel Garcia b. Katsuyori Shibata – Jackknife rollup
Chris Jericho b. Dax Harwood – Judas Effect

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

 

AEW  Collision  –  January  4,
2025: Now With Guest Stars.
Being Kidnapped.
Collision
Date: January 4, 2025
Location: Bojangles Coliseum, Charlotte, North Carolina
Commentators: Matt Menard, Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness

It’s a new year and that means…well very little right now
actually as this is pretty much just another Collision. We do
at least have a title match with Daniel Garcia defending the
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TNT Title against Mark Briscoe as a result of the loss in the
Continental Classic. Assuming Garcia survives there, we should
be seeing him face Kyle Fletcher down the line. Let’s get to
it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Mark Briscoe, Daniel Garcia, the Learning Tree and Rated FTR
are ready to fight.

Opening sequence.

TNT Title: Mark Briscoe vs. Daniel Garcia

Briscoe is challenging and they start slowly. Briscoe drives
him into the corner to start as the fans are feeling a bit
split. They trade slides out to the floor before going back
inside to trade wrist cranking. Garcia ties up the legs and
stomps them onto the mat but has to escape a Jay Driller
attempt. Garcia’s dance just annoys Briscoe, who misses a
charge out to the floor. Back in and Briscoe sends him flying
off  a  suplex,  only  to  get  caught  with  some  rolling
neckbreakers for two. Briscoe is fine enough to knock him to
the floor for a dropkick through the ropes as we take a break.

Back with a suplex sending both of them crashing over the top
for a crash. They get back in where Briscoe hits a fisherman’s
buster, followed by a sitout powerbomb for two. Briscoe slugs
him into the corner but Garcia ducks a shot and rains down
some  right  hands.  A  piledriver  gives  Garcia  two  and  the
Dragontamer goes on.

That’s broken up rather quickly as we have three minutes left
in the time limit. Briscoe puts him down and hits the Froggy
Bow for two. The Jay Driller connects but Garcia gets a foot
on the rope. The Cutthroat Driver is loaded up but Garcia
reverses into a rollup to retain at 18:15.

Rating: B. Briscoe’s pre-match promo was rather good and as

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2025/01/01/dynamite-january-1-2025-thats-how-it-starts/


usual he was showing that kind of fire that only he has.
Garcia is starting to feel like someone who can hang at this
level and giving him a clean win, even off a fluke rollup, is
a good way to make that more realistic. Well done back and
forth opener here and they both looked strong.

Respect is shown post match.

The Death Riders are unhappy with Jay White and Adam Copeland.
Jon Moxley respects Copeland but Copeland shouldn’t go down
this road.

We look at Jeff Jarrett saying he is coming for the World
Title.

Jeff Jarrett vs. Aaron Solo

Solo jumps him to start but Jarrett is right back up with a
pair of Strokes for the win at 1:30. That’s what it should
have been.

We look at Ricochet going all violent on Dynamite.

Tag Team Titles: Private Party vs. Lio Rush/Action Andretti

Rush and Andretti are challenging. Kassidy ducks a shot from
Rush to start and knocks Andretti off the apron as everything
breaks down fast. Private Party clears the ring rather quickly
but Quen gets suplexed onto the apron. We settle down to
Andretti  shouldering  Kassidy  in  the  corner  and  there’s  a
double suplex to drop him again.

We take a break and come back with Kassidy spinebustering his
way out of the corner, allowing the diving tag off to Quen.
Everything breaks down, with Quen being planted down on the
floor. Kassidy is sat up top for Gin and Juice for two as Top
Flight  and  Leila  Grey  appear  in  the  front  row  to  throw
popcorn.

Quen is back in for a slugout and the quadruple clothesline



leaves everyone down. The champs hit some dives and it’s a
Twist Of Fate into a shooting star press for two on Rush with
Andretti making the save. Back up and Andretti grabs a sunset
flip with Rush holding on for more leverage, only for Dante
Martin to break it up. Kassidy rolls Andretti up to retain at
13:44.

Rating: B-. Remember when the Tag Team Titles felt important?
Private Party is far from a bad team, but they feel like
they’re miles beneath the top of the division despite being
champions  for  over  two  months.  They  need  some  bigger
challengers, and while Top Flight might not be huge, they
would be an upgrade over this.

We look at Darby Allin fighting against the Death Riders and
it hasn’t been going well.

Cope doesn’t like Jon Moxley hiding the AEW World Title and
saying no one wants to be champion. He wants to be champion
and would wear the belt proudly. Chris Jericho comes in and
Cope goes over their history together, with Jericho saying he
doesn’t remember any of this. They’re in a six man tonight and
with Cope gone, Jericho declares “Cope is a dope. Sick burn.”
Cope talking about wanting to be champion is fine, but again,
calling him Cope is just funny sounding.

Toni Storm vs. Deonna Purrazzo

Taya Valkyrie is here with Purrazzo and they fight over wrist
control to start. They both bridge up but Storm is nice enough
to  shake  hands  upside  down.  Purrazzo  is  sent  outside  and
Valkyrie offers a distraction, allowing Purrazzo to get in a
baseball slide. We take a break and come back with Storm’s STF
being broken. Taya’s distraction lets Purrazzo strike away but
a DDT gives Storm two. Another distraction doesn’t work and
Storm small packages Purrazzo for the pin at 9:21.

Rating: C. Storm’s rise continues, with commentary flat out
asking if she has really lost her memory or if this is just an



elaborate ruse. I’ll take that over what we have been getting
around here, though as usual I’ll say that I like this Storm
better than Timeless. The other one was great, but it has been
around for a good while now. Let her have an actual run with
this instead.

Hangman Page and Christopher Daniels get in a big argument
over  Daniels  not  helping  Page.  That  has  Page  asking  who
Daniels has ever helped and what he’s done for wrestling.
Daniels attacks him with a bunch of headbutts (drawing blood)
and Page is beaten down.

The Acclaimed argued after their loss on Dynamite.

The Beast Mortos vs. Brian Cage vs. Komander vs. Dante Martin

Non-title but the winner gets $100,000. Everyone goes after
Mortos to start before Cage is double teamed to the floor.
Rather than fight each other, Martin and Komander hit stereo
dives to take out the monsters on the floor. Back in and
Komander snaps off a headscissors to send Mortos outside,
setting up a heck of a dive.

Martin dives onto the other three but here are Lio Rush and
Dante Martin to take both of them down. Cage comes back in to
clean house and we take a break. Back with Mortos wrecking
everyone before Cage has to cut Komander off again. Martin is
taken out as well and Cage hits the apron superplex on Mortos
(that was nice). Cage takes out Komander and gives Martin
Weapon X for the pin at 9:39.

Rating: C+. I wouldn’t want to see this kind of a prize used
on a regular basis, but I’ll take it over some vague notion of
a title match possibly being in the cards for the winner. Cage
thankfully  didn’t  pin  Komander,  who  probably  owes  him  a
rematch for the title. For now though, nice enough use of
about ten minutes.

The Rock N Roll Express is here with FTR but the Outrunners



come in. The Express owes them gas money from Memphis in 1982
but only get an apology and handshakes instead. Ok points for
a funny gag.

Rated FTR vs. The Learning Tree

Cope  and  Jericho  start  things  off…and  let’s  go  with  Bill
instead. Er, make that Keith, whose headlock doesn’t work as
Cope dropkicks him instead. Cash comes in to work on the arm
but it’s quickly back to Bill. The villains take over on Cash
back inside and we take an early break.

Back with Cope coming in for the showdown with Jericho and
they chop it out. Cope takes over but the Impaler is broken
up, allowing Jericho to grab a rollup with feet on the ropes
for  two.  Now  the  Impaler  can  connect  but  the  spear  is
countered into a Codebreaker for two. Keith comes in to work
on Cope in the corner, only for Cope to knock his way out of
trouble.  It’s  back  to  Cash  to  hammer  on  Bill,  with  the
PowerPlex into a top rope elbow giving Cope two.

Harwood brainbusters Jericho for two and grabs a Sharpshooter
on  Keith,  only  for  Jericho  to  put  Cash  in  the  Walls.
Schiavone: “What a Collision moment we’re seeing right here!”
You uh, might want to get some more interesting standards
there Tony. Bill is back in to clean house but Cope sends him
outside for a dive. Back in and Harwood goes up, only for
Keith to get in a belt shot to give Jericho two. The Shatter
Machine into the spear finishes Jericho at 16:47.

Rating: B-. This was the longer former AEW six man tag and it
worked well enough. What mattered here was Cope getting the
pin, as he is seemingly now feuding with two champions at the
same time. That might be a bit much or him but I’ll take it
over what we’ve been seeing in the last few months.

Post match Cope grabs the mic and thanks the fans…but the
Death Riders pop up on screen. They’ve bound and gagged the
Rock N Roll Express and jump the Outrunners or trying to make



a save. Rated FTR run to the back and get the Express loose,
with the Express confirming that they weren’t hurt. So what
was the point in tying them up then?

Overall Rating: C+. This was a two hour show that should have
been one hour. You could easily cut out some of the stuff on
here and have one heck of an hour long show, but instead it
was all stretched out with more stuff being dded to fill in
the run time. That really shouldn’t happen with a company as
deep as AEW. Some of their stars are in Japan, but with the
amount of people they have available, that shouldn’t be such
an issue. Not a bad show, but dang it would have been better
if it could have been cut in half.

Results
Daniel Garcia b. Mark Briscoe – Rollup
Jeff Jarrett b. Aaron Solo – Stroke
Private Party b. Lio Rush/Action Andretti – Rollup to Andretti
Toni Storm b. Deonna Purrazzo – Small package
Brian Cage b. Dante Martin, Komander and The Beast Mortos –
Weapon X to Martin
Rated FTR b. The Learning Tree – Spear to Jericho
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