Wrestling Challenge -
September 20, 1986: The
Distant Future

Wrestling Challenge

Date: September 20, 1986

Location: Civic Center, Hartford, Connecticut
Commentators: Gorilla Monsoon, Ernie Ladd, Johnny V

I'm not sure what to expect from this show and that is what
makes the show so much fun. Instead of one big story, it’s
more like they’re picking random wrestlers who have a little
something going on at the moment and throw them into some
squash matches. That’s how things worked in the Golden Era so
let’s get to it.

Here are last week'’'s results if you need a recap.

Quick host intro.
Opening sequence.
Here's what’s coming this week.

Hart Foundation vs. Islanders

This is when the Islanders were still good guys and Jimmy hart
is in the Harts’' corner. Of note: the graphics say this
include “Hako” and “Brett” Hart. The Harts jump them to start
and clear the ring until it’s Neidhart kneeing Tama in the
ribs. There’s a bite to the face as Johnny V makes south
Pacific jokes.

Something like a Demolition Decapitator drops Tama again as we
get an insert promo from Jimmy Hart about how much better his
team is than the Islanders. The referee doesn’t see the tag to
Haku so everything breaks down, with the barricade being
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knocked down at ringside. Toma busts out a crazy dive over the
top (In 1986!) and the referee throws it out at 2:39, which is
a bit of a surprise.

Post match the Islanders clean house without much trouble.

This week’s Wrestler’s Rebuttal is from Adrian Adonis, who 1is
ready for his debate with Roddy Piper in the coming weeks. The
topic: who has the better talk show segment. So they’re
talking about talking? This isn’t so much a rebuttal as much
as a clip from Superstars.

Randy Savage vs. Tony Garea

Non-title and AGAIN Danny Davis messes up by distracting
Garea. Not that it matters as Garea is right back with a
crossbody for two and a sunset flip for the same. Back up and
Savage knees him out to the floor, setting up the top rope ax
handle. We get an insert promo from Billy Graham in the
desert, where he says he’s coming back to hurt someone. Like
Savage for example. Savage takes him back inside, hits the
slam and drops the elbow for the pin at 2:26. Garea got in a
bit there but then it was the Savage Show, meaning it was
awesome.

Jake Roberts thinks Ricky Steamboat is stupid for coming after
him after getting burned once before. And no, he didn’t get
the Snake Pit by brown nosing, but because he has talent.

Machines vs. Tiger Chung Lee/Al Navarro/JJ] Jackson

0ddly enough, Hayes doesn’t know Jackson’s name and has to ask
him. Lou Albano is here with the Machines: Big Machine
(Blackjack Mulligan), Super Machine (Ax from Demolition) and
Giant Machine (I’'ll let you figure it out). Lee and Big start
things off as we get an insert promo from Bobby Heenan talking
about how much smarter he is than Albano, who must have a
machine for these machines. Jackson comes 1in and gets
clotheslined by Super, who sends him into a right hand from



Giant for the pin at 1:30. This team is hilarious in a way
that would only work in wrestling.

Koko B. Ware, with music box blaring, gets Ken Resnick to
dance with him. He is no stepping stone.

BUY WWF MAGAZINE!

BUY LJN ACTION FIGURES! No really, as those things are
valuable today.

BUY WWF THUMB WRESTLERS! I think I had most of those.

Dream Team vs. Lanny Poffo/Dick Slater

That’'s a heck of a random jobber team and oddly enough they
get a full entrance while Brutus Beefcake and Greg Valentine
are already in the ring. Poffo’'s poem is about how Slater is a
rebel from Dixie who will do his thing. Valentine slams Poffo
to start as we get an insert promo from Mr. Fuji, who does NOT
like Dixie. Slater comes in and elbows Valentine in the head
for two.

That'’s enough for Johnny V, the Dream Team’s manager, to bail
on commentary and go take care of his team. A suplex gets two
on Slater and a sunset flip gives him two on Valentine.
Everything breaks down and Valentine snaps Poffo’'s throat
across the top rope so Beefcake can get the pin at 2:35. The V
stuff made it a bit more interesting.

And now, the Snake Pit with Bobby Heenan and Paul Orndorff.
Jake talks about fakers and Orndorff says Hulk Hogan wants to
be him. The robe comes off so Orndorff can pose, with Heenan
saying Orndorff’s thirst will only be quenched when he wins
the WWF Title.

Sika vs. Rick Hunter

The Wizard is here with Sika. Hunter slugs away to start and
gets choked down with no effect. Sika slaps him down and we



get an insert interview from Honky Tonk Man, who is still on
his way. Hunter tries to forearm his way out of trouble and
gets choked into the corner. More choking ensues as the Wizard
shouts at Sika, who finishes with the Samoan drop (with Sika
more laying him down than dropping) for the pin at 3: 23.

Rating: D. When the Samoan drop isn’t looking great, there is
only so much that you’re going to get out of a match. Sika was
never much on his own but was quite great when he was part of
the Wild Samoans. That being said, this was another weak match
which got some time, partially due to Honky Tonk Man sucking
any life out of the thing with his out of date good guy act.

Video on the Rougeau Brothers riding motorcycles and in a
boat. Riveting.

Killer Bees vs. Terry Gibbs/Jack Foley

Ladd thinks the Bees have ants in their pants and Monsoon
thinks the Dream Team is scared to put their “John Henry” on a
contract with the Killer Bees. Brunzell and Gibbs trade
wristlocks to start before it’s off to Blair. Gibbs misses a
running elbow so Jack comes in, only to get fireman’s carried.

This lets Johnny get in another “Iwo Jima, out of ammo” 1line,
which must have some other meaning. An atomic drop and jumping
knee drop Jack and a double elbow does the same. The arm work
continues as Ladd refers to the Dream Team as the “Dream
Machine”. Johnny keeps talking about how ugly Foley is and a
flying hip attack gives Blair the pin at 3:31.

Rating: D+. Another slow and nothing match, with commentary
sounding WAY off being the main focus. There were all kinds of
tag teams around this time and the Bees, while good, weren't
exactly going to stand out when the British Bulldogs and the
Harts etc. were around. They were a big enough deal here and
felt like something of stars. That being said, the Jack guy
would get a bit better when he started going by something
closer to his real name: Mick. Yeah I know it’s not much of a



secret, but I need something to get me through these matches.

Bobby Heenan says Mr. Wonderfulmania is running wild and Paul
Orndorff comes in to talk about how jealous Hogan is. Hogan
can’t lift like him so he stole Real American and the t-shirt
ripping. Heenan chants WONDERFUL to wrap things up.

Here’'s who's coming next week.
Cue that musical review!

Overall Rating: D+. Randy Savage can only give you so much on
a show with almost nothing else. The Harts vs. the Islanders
felt like it could have had potential but then nothing came of
it due to time. The Machines are always good for a chuckle,
but I need a little more than the rapid fire short matches
with almost nothing worth seeing. Still though, this is about
as straight up my alley as I can get so we’ll definitely be
back.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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