
Ring Of Honor – May 2, 2024:
Short And…Well That’s It
Ring Of Honor
Date: May 2, 2024
Location: Daily’s Place, Jacksonville, Florida
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

Things have been getting back more towards the pre-Supercard
Of Honor ways around here and that has not made for the most
entertaining  shows.  What  matters  is  getting  some  interest
going,  which  will  likely  be  centered  around  Athena/Billie
Starkz vs. Queen Aminata/Red Velvet. Other than that, there is
work to be done. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Of note: the sun is setting at Daily’s Place so the whole
venue looks really, really cool.

We run down the card.

We recap the Outrunners and the Infantry copying each other’s
stuff for weeks.

Outrunners vs. Infantry

Laser Linda (debuting) and Trish Adora are here too. Adora
runs Linda over to start and the Outrunners are dropkicked out
to the floor before we get the opening bell. We settle down to
the Infantry working on Floyd’s arm, followed by a double
hiptoss to Magnum as commentary is impressed by the basic
offense. Everything breaks down and Bravo hits a slingshot
dive onto Magnum, followed by an old Valiant Brothers middle
rope fist drop to Floyd.

Magnum is back in with a cheap shot on Bravo though and the
villains (I think?) take over. Floyd grabs the leg to Magnum

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/05/05/ring-of-honor-may-2-2024-short-and-well-thats-it/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/05/05/ring-of-honor-may-2-2024-short-and-well-thats-it/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/04/29/ring-of-honor-april-25-2024-theyre-doing-it-again/


can hook a headlock, setting up the Outrunners’ double hiptoss
as the blatant copying continues. Bravo gets up and manages a
slingshot Stunner of all things, allowing the tag off to Dean
to pick up the pace. Everything breaks down again and Dean
hits a top rope splash, with Magnum’s save hitting Floyd by
mistake. The Outrunners load up Boot Camp but get it broken
up, allowing the Infantry to hit the real thing for the pin on
Magnum at 8:50.

Rating: B-. The action was good, but what made this more
interesting than usual was it had a story/some stakes to it.
These teams have a reason to be mad at each other and I wanted
to see the Infantry get the win. It wasn’t a classic or
anything close to it but I’ll definitely take a good match
with a reason to see the teams fight.

Nyla Rose vs. Camron Branae

Branae is better known as Amari Miller from NXT and slugs away
at Rose to start. This goes very badly as Rose launches her
into the corner but Branae manages to knock Rose to the floor.
Back in and Rose hits a knee, setting up the Beast Bomb for
the pin at 1:24. Branae showed some fire but Rose crushed her
in the end.

Angelo Parker says he was going to retire when Ruby Soho told
him he was going to be a dad. Now Parker has something to
fight or and Matt Menard thinks it’s time to come after the
Ring Of Honor Tag Team Titles.

Undisputed Kingdom vs. The Qrown

Non-title Proving Ground match, meaning that if the Qrown wins
or survives the ten minute time limit, they get a future title
shot. Bennett slugs away at Leonis to start and the Kingdom
takes  turns  stomping  away  in  the  corner.  Leonis  blocks  a
double suplex attempt and snaps off a belly to belly but it’s
too  early  for  the  tag  to  Maximus.  Some  hard  clotheslines
allows the tag to Maximus and house is quickly cleaned. That



doesn’t last long though as the Kingdom is right back with the
Hail Mary to finish Maximus at 4:17.

Rating: C+. The Qrown were a big deal in OVW when they were
known as King’s Ransom, which might not be a good name but
it’s a heck of a lot better than Qrown. The team definitely
has potential as they are a good looking power team and I
could go for seeing more of them. For now though, it was just
a quick cameo and it worked pretty well.

JD Drake talks about being lost in the last month, to the
point where his bowling game was messed up. He has a $2 bill
and that means he has two choices. Now he is ready to come
back and give a $2 bill worth of a beating as a Workhorseman.

Toa Liona vs. Jimmy Wild

Liona runs him over and chokes on the ropes, setting up an
overhead belly to belly. Wild’s comeback is cut off with a
superkick and a backsplash on the apron makes it worse. Liona
hits a Pounce for the pin at 2:14. Total squash.

Dark Order vs. Zicky Dice/Sean Maluta/Adam Priest

Silver  runs  Maluta  down  with  some  shoulders  to  start  and
backdrops a charging Dice. The Order triple team Maluta for
two but Dice gets in a cheap shot to Uno from the apron. Dice
comes in for some mocking kicks to the head, only to have Uno
neckbreaker his way out of trouble. Reynolds gets the tag to
clean house and a butterfly powerbomb gets two on Priest.
Everything  breaks  down  and  a  Canadian  Destroyer  into  the
triple flipping slam finishes Priest at 4:42.

Rating: C. The Dark Order being on the show in Daily’s Place
is a fine way to go as they were beloved here during the
pandemic shows. Let the fans have something of a treat in a
six man tag that isn’t going to hurt anyone. It’s not a match
that  took  up  any  significant  time  and  it  was  perfectly
watchable so this was a fine addition to the card.



The  Iron  Savages  are  tired  of  being  goofy  without  having
success, so it’s time for a change of pace. They’re done
trying to win over the stupid fans.

Aaron Solo vs. Jon Cruz

Solo wastes not time in stomping him into the corner and
suplexing him right back out. Cruz is back with a slam as
commentary praises Tony Khan for appearing at the NFL Draft in
a neck brace. Solo shrugs it off and hits a spinning kick to
the head for the pin at 1:31. Pushing Solo is a choice and he
only looked so good here.

Queen Aminata vs. Robyn Renegade

They fight over a headlock to start with Aminata taking her
down.  Renegade  gets  up  for  a  kick  to  the  head  into  a
Backstabber but Aminata drops her with some clotheslines. A
running kick against the ropes knocks Renegade silly for two
but a faceplant gets Renegade out of trouble. Renegade’s Death
Valley Driver gets two, only for Aminata to German suplex her
into the corner. The hip attack and an Air Raid Crash finish
for Aminata at 5:14.

Rating: C. Aminata gets a win on the way to her likely title
shot against Athena. That should make for a good showdown
whenever we get there and this was her warmup. Other than
that, there wasn’t much to it, though Renegade was firing back
and had her usual intensity to make it decent.

Overall Rating: C+. They cut way back on the time this week
and for the most part that was a good thing. While the opener
is by far the best part of the show, it was nice to have
things wrapped up so quickly. They featured some lower level
stars this week but kept the show moving well enough that
nothing overstayed its welcome. As usual, the brisk pace helps
a lot around here and that was certainly true this week.

Results



Infantry b. Outrunners – Boot Camp to Magnum
Nyla Rose b. Camron Branae – Beast Bomb
Undisputed Kingdom b. Qrown – Hail Mary to Maximus
Toa Liona b. Jimmy Wild – Pounce
Dark Order b. Zicky Dice/Sean Maluta/Adam Priest – Triple
flipping slam to Priest
Aaron Solo b. Jon Cruz – Spinning kick to the head
Queen Aminata b. Robyn Renegade – Air Raid Crash

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Dynamite – January 31, 2024:
They Need A Revolution
Dynamite
Date: January 31, 2024
Location: UNO Lakefront Arena, New Orleans, Louisiana
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Excalibur, Taz
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We’re about five and a half weeks away from Revolution and
that means it is time to start putting together the rest of
the card. That very well may begin tonight, at least partially
due to the reintroduction of the championship rankings. Those
could go in a few different directions so let’s get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Some CMLL stars are in the crowd.

Jon Moxley vs. Jeff Hardy

Matt Hardy is here with Jeff and this is a first time ever
match. Moxley starts fast and they go out to the floor to
start, with Moxley trying to rip out Jeff’s earring. Jeff
chokes away a bit but Moxley gets back inside for a suicide
dive. Back in and a hard clothesline drops Jeff again and
Moxley ties up the legs with a headscissors at the same time
(that’s a new one).

That’s broken up and Jeff is sent into the corner before they
go back to the floor. Moxley almost gets into it with the CMLL
guys so Hardy goes after him, only to get dropped again. We
take a break and come back with Moxley tearing at the earlobe
again but Jeff knocks him off the top.

The legdrop between the legs and basement dropkick give Jeff
two but Moxley is back with the elbows to the neck. They head
to the apron where Hardy hits the Twist of Fate but it’s too
early for the Swanton. Instead Moxley superplexes him down and
grabs the cutter. Jeff’s cradle gets two, only to have him
miss the Swanton. Moxley chokes him out for the win at 15:04.

Rating: B-. This went longer than it needed to but this was
the best way to use Hardy. He was clearly moving more slowly
than he used to but he still has more than enough star power
to feel somewhat important. Let him put on a nice enough match
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and make Moxley look good and that’s all you really need to
do.

Post match Hardy won’t show respect before leaving. With the
Hardys gone, the CMLL guys run in to beat down Moxley. An
assortment of midcarders make the save.

Hangman Page vs. Toa Liona

Toa is Swerve Strickland’s handpicked opponent for Page. Some
right hands don’t get Page far to start so Toa knocks him
down.  A  sunset  flip  is  blocked  but  Page  hits  a  sliding
basement lariat. Back up and Toa runs him over, only to get
small packaged for two more. Toa gets low bridged out to the
floor but some springboard lariats only seem to make him mat.

Page is tossed over the top to the floor for a crash and Toa
crushes him with a crossbody off the apron. Toa knocks Page
over the top again and we take a break. Back with Page tied in
the Tree of Woe for a running headbutt. Page slugs away and
hits a discus forearm so Toa gets two off a superkick.

Some running clotheslines stagger Toa until another turns him
inside out. The Deadeye….just makes Toa pop up and hit a
discus lariat. With Page down on the floor, Toa misses his
moonsault but Page hits one of his own. Back in and Toa tries
a Samoan drop but gets reversed into a crucifix for the pin at
12:38.

Rating: B-. Another good match here, but it could have been
trimmed down a bit. It also would have helped to have this be
someone other than half of the monster team. It doesn’t make
for the more interesting match, as there are other wrestlers
who could be used in this spot. While Swerve has Toa in his
stable, that doesn’t make him the best choice to face Page.
The result was right, but it wasn’t quite on that next level.

The Young Bucks arrived earlier today in a Hummer limo and got
mad at being called Nick and Matt.



Wardlow vs. Komander

The Undisputed Kingdom is here with Wardlow. Komander gets
thrown down to start and a pop up powerslam makes it worse.
The toss F5 sends Komander flying but he reverses a powerbomb
with a hurricanrana into the steps. Back in and a dropkick
into a phoenix splash crushes Wardlow for two. Thankfully
Wardlow is back up with a spinning powerslam and a knee to the
face out of the corner. Wardlow’s leg seems to give out on the
powerbomb but it’s good for the pin at 5:33 anyway.

Rating: C. It says a lot when this might have been the best
performance from the Undisputed Kingdom, but my goodness if
Wardlow is seriously hurt, just pull the plug already. You
would have five members with two injured, two more who can
barely beat thrown together teams and one more who has more
than a month to go before his big title match.

Post match the Kingdom goes after Komander but Orange Cassidy
and the Best Friends come in for the staredown.

We get a sitdown interview between Sting/Darby Allin and Ricky
Starks/Big Bill. Starks isn’t happy that Sting got his first
AEW win over him but Allin doesn’t buy it. Allin talks about
how Starks is using Sting as a stepping stone and that’s not
ok. Starks says he’s not letting Sting get to his retirement
but Bill says this is a bunch of nonsense. Sting isn’t overly
impressed and violence is teased but Sting is ready for action
next week. They didn’t say much here, but it hyped up a title
match that hasn’t had much build.

Chris Jericho vs. Kyle Fletcher

Non-title and the rest of the Don Callis Family are here with
Fletcher. An early Michinoku Driver gives Fletcher two but
Jericho sends him to the apron for the triangle dropkick. Back
in  and  Fletcher  hammers  away  until  Jericho  makes  another
comeback. Don Callis trips him down though and we take a
break.



We  come  back  with  Fletcher  kicking  him  in  the  chest  and
hitting a brainbuster for two. Jericho fights up with an ax
handle to the head and the Walls go on, with Fletcher going
straight to the ropes. Fletcher knocks him down but walks into
a Codebreaker, meaning it’s time to slug it out. A brainbuster
onto the buckle gives Fletcher two, with Jericho’s cradle
getting the same. The Judas Effect finishes Fletcher at 13:12.

Rating: C+. The Callis vs. Jericho feud marches on, now with a
reigning champion getting beaten. I’m not sure why that needed
to happen, but the same thing could be said about the feud as
a whole. Jericho getting a win to set up another match is
fine, but did it need to come over a reigning champion?

Post match Konosuke Takeshita comes out for a staredown with
Jericho.

Deonna Purrazzo talks about she and Toni Storm have matching
tattoos. It means something to Purrazzo, but what does it mean
to Storm?

Here is the Bang Bang Scissor Gang for a chat. They brag about
being amazing, but don’t like that Cardblade is here. It’s all
about the Juiceboard now but Billy and his kids argue over who
gets to do the catchphrase. And that’s that. I have no idea
what this segment was supposed to do.

Deonna Purrazzo vs. Taya Valkyrie

Toni  Storm  is  on  commentary  and  Johnny  TV  is  here  with
Valkyrie. They fight over a lockup to start with Purrazzo
grabbing  a  wristlock.  With  that  broken  up,  Taya  grabs  a
leglock and they fight to the floor, with Purrazzo having to
glare at TV. Valkyrie sends her into the steps and we take a
break.

Back with Purrazzo hitting some strikes as Storm says neither
of them are Wendi Richter. A Blue Thunder Bomb gives Valkyrie
two  and  they  head  outside.  Storm  is  ready  to  fight  but



Purrazzo sends Valkyrie into her for a knockdown. Back in and
a double arm crank makes Valkyrie tap at 8:51.

Rating: C. Purrazzo got a nice win on her way to the title
match with Storm, but it still feels a bit early to have her
as a serious title contender. Storm’s weird obsession with
Wendi Richter continues as a nice running joke and she is
still a hilarious addition to commentary. Other than that,
Valkyrie is a great choice to put Purrazzo over, as she has
some stature and gave Purrazzo trouble before the loss.

Storm seems impressed by Purrazzo’s win.

Darby Allin is asked about his admiration for the Young Bucks.
That has him confused, but here are the Bucks to interrupt.
They like him, but why is Allin letting Sting leech money off
of him? The Bucks think they could be a goth trio but Allin
wants the Tag Team Titles. That leaves the Bucks to think of a
new plan.

Swerve Strickland vs. ???

Samoa Joe is on commentary and the mystery opponent is…Rob Van
Dam, as was teased. Hold on though as Hangman Page pops up on
screen to say this is also a hardcore match, so Van Dam sends
a  chair  into  Strickland’s  face.  Van  Dam  kicks  him  around
ringside and even hits the spinning leg to the back as we take
a break. Back with Swerve in control and putting a chair in
the corner.

As per the rules of wrestling, Van Dam sends him into the
chair instead, followed by a dropkick with the chair going
into Swerve for two. The monkey flip is blocked though and
Swerve knocks him down again. Van Dam fights up so here is
Brian Cage, only for Hook to make the save.

Rolling Thunder is countered into a rolling Downward Spiral to
plant Van Dam again. Swerve sends him hard into the steps but
Van Dam is able to pelt a chair at Swerve’s head, sending him



crashing through a table. The Five Star only hits chair though
and the House Call with a chair gets two. Swerve sends him
into the corner and finishes with the Swerve Stomp at 12:44.

Rating: C+. As usual, Van Dam is a good choice for a one off
opponent like this, as he can still go in the ring and the
fans are going to react to him no matter what. At the same
time, I’m trying to figure out why Page had the wrestling
world at his fingertips for this and picked Van Dam. It’s not
a bad pick, but are the two of them friends in a way that I’m
missing?  Anyway,  good  enough  match,  but  kind  of  a  weird
choice.

Post match Page comes out to yell at Swerve about the upcoming
rankings. They’re both undefeated this year and that means
they should be at the top of the rankings. They’ll fight one
more  time,  making  the  rankings  rather  worthless.  The  #1
contenders match is made official to end the show. As in
before the rankings come out. So, based on what was said,
winning  a  bunch  of  matches  gets  you  in  line  for  a  #1
contenders match. So why do these rankings need to exist?

Overall Rating: B-. It’s far from a bad show and you can see a
lot of Revolution coming together, but that doesn’t mean the
show made me want to watch. Almost nothing going on in AEW at
the moment feels like it’s must see and adding rankings/CMLL
stars into that isn’t likely to help. AEW is in a weird place
right now and it might take them awhile to get out of it.
Revolution needs a hot feud and I don’t know if I see that in
the cards.

Results
Jon Moxley b. Jeff Hardy – Rear naked choke
Hangman Page b. Toa Liona – Crucifix
Wardlow b. Komander – Powerbomb
Chris Jericho b. Kyle Fletcher – Judas Effect
Deonna Purrazzo b. Taya Valkyrie – Double arm crank
Swerve Strickland b. Rob Van Dam – House Call with a chair



 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of
your wrestling headline needs.

 

Rampage – July 21, 2023: The
Gimmick Edition
Rampage
Date: July 21, 2023
Location: TD Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Chris Jericho

We’re in for one of the more unique shows this week as this
was taped after Blood & Guts, meaning it’s a double ring.
Therefore, we’re getting the Royal Rampage two ring battle
royal, which was rather well received for the most part last
week. Other than that, the road to All In/Out needs to get
started so let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Royal Rampage
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So you have a red ring (with Darby Allin in at #1) and a blue
ring (with Swerve Strickland in at #2). Those rings have a
Royal Rumble each (with one minute intervals) and the winners
eventually go one on one for the All Out TNT Title shot. Jay
Lethal (Red) and Nick Wayne (Blue) are in at #2…..as Excalibur
has lost his voice. Allin and Wayne take over to start as
Excalibur’s voice suddenly pops in (I wonder if that’s in post
production) and Jericho gets in the interesting bit of three
of these entrants being from the Seattle area.

Minoru Suzuki (Red) is in at #3 and teams up with Lethal to
beat on Allin as Brian Cage (Blue) is in at #3 to help go
after  Wayne  (Red  and  Blue  are  now  getting  alternating
entrances rather than coming in at the same time). Cage plants
Wayne as Ethan Page (Red) is in at #4 to go after Lethal until
Komander (Blue) is in at #4. Komander walks the ropes and
steps over Cage’s shoulders to DDT Strickland in a cool spot.
Butcher  (Red)  is  in  at  #5  as  we  still  haven’t  had  any
eliminations.

Big Bill (Blue) is in at #5, with Chris Jericho going into
MJF’s story of slamming Bill for a nice chuckle. Page gets rid
of Lethal but Lethal grabs his hand, allowing Suzuki to toss
Page as well. Butcher and Suzuki slug it out, with Butcher
actually getting rid of him as Blade (Red) is in at #6.

We take a break and come back with Brother Zay (Blue) having
come in at #6. Toa Liona (Red) is in at #7 and the three
villains throw Allin into the corner. Matt Sydal (Blue) is in
at #7 and teams up with Zay to clean a bit of house (still no
eliminations in Blue). Bishop Kaun (Red) is in at #8, giving
us Butcher/The Blade vs. Gates of Agony as Allin tries to
recover. Zay is tossed and Butcher and Blade follow to clear
things out rather quickly. Matt Hardy (Blue) is in at #8 and
hits a DDT on Bill. Allin has to dodge the Gates as Matt
Menard (Red) is in at #9.

Sydal is out as the Gates stare Menard down for some reason.



Instead Menard goes after Allin in the corner as Jeff Jarrett
(Blue) is in at #9. Angelo Parker (Red) is in at #10 to
complete the first ring (Toa, Kaun, Parker, Menard and Allin).
Jake Hager (Blue) is in at #10 to complete the second ring
(Matt Hardy, Big Bill, Jake Hager, Jeff Jarrett, Komander,
Brian  Cage,  Nick  Wayne,  Swerve  Strickland)  and  we  take  a
break.

Back with Allin slipping out of a quadruple powerbomb and
dropkicking the Gates to the apron. The Gates dump Menard and
Parker and Toa tackles the heck out of Allin. Hardy gets rid
of Jarrett but gets F5’d into a cutter, allowing Bill to knock
him out. As Komander and Hager were apparently eliminated
during the break, Swerve dumps Bill to get us down to three in
the Blue ring.

Actually make it two as Wayne just jumps to the Red ring
(which I guess you can do) and helps Allin get rid of Kaun. So
we’re down to five total (Cage, Wayne, Strickland, Allin and
Toa) until Wayne and Swerve get rid of Cage. Swerve drops
Wayne out and All low bridges Toa, leaning we’re down to
Swerve vs. Allin for the whole thing.

Allin sends Swerve to the apron but cue Prince Nana to hit
Allin with a skateboard. Swerve powerbombs Allin onto the
skateboard (wheels up because of course) and they go to the
apron, but Allin slips out of a suplex to get back inside.
Allin hits a spear through the ropes (not over so he’s fine)
for the win at 28:32.

Rating: B. I really didn’t care for last year’s version all
that much but they put this one together far better, with the
cameras cutting just enough to keep track of everything going
on. Allin going wire to wire is a very Allin thing to do and
him getting the big title shot in Chicago will work well. Good
stuff here and it never felt long, so well done on fixing what
was wrong last year.



Acclaimed/Billy Gunn vs. QTV

Billy and Johnny TV start things off and don’t go anywhere, so
it’s off to Marshall, complete with a very bandaged back.
Bowens comes in for the jumping Fameasser and we get some
scissoring to send us to a break. Back with Gunn getting the
hot tag as everything breaks down. Bowens gets to clean house
but Johnny clotheslines Billy and Max down. Solo adds a top
rope double stomp for two on Billy but Bowens is back in with
the Arrival. Max drops the Mic Drop for the pin at 8:47.

Rating: C+. See now this is a good use of QTV. They can do
their backstage stuff and wacky segments but then put over a
bigger team in a decent match. Why that needs to involve
Powerhouse Hobbs and drag him down is beyond me, but there is
a place for goofs like them. The Acclaimed and Gunn get a
decent win before their Trios Titles match tomorrow as well,
so this was the right way to go.

Post match Bowens says they’re winning the titles tomorrow.

Video on Marina Shafir vs. Kris Statlander for the TBS Title.

TBS Title: Marina Shafir vs. Kris Statlander

Statlander is defending. They go with the grappling to start
until Shafir grabs a suplex to take over. Some right hands on
the mat have Statlander in trouble but she’s back up with an
electric chair drop (good for three replays). Back up and
Statlander hits a running knee in the corner, setting up a
delayed vertical suplex (again with the three replays). Shafir
gets  a  standing  Figure  Four  but  Shafir  reverses  and  hits
Friday Night Fever to retain at 5:02.

Rating: C. This was just a quick “hey here’s a title match”
match and it went as well as could be expected. Statlander is
still in the mode of having to reestablish herself and the
best way to do that is stacking up wins. Shafir is fine as the
grappler/MMA woman of the division and she did fine here, but



there wasn’t time for this to get anywhere.

Overall Rating: B-. About half of this show was one match
which went well so you could only complain so much about it.
If you ignore that some of the wrestlers were working both the
ROH PPV and appearing here at the same time (which must be the
most  difficult  issue  to  overcome  in  history),  it’s  a
completely entertaining enough show. Granted that’s mainly due
to something that won’t be around every week, but I’ll take
what I can get.

Results
Darby Allin won the Royal Rampage last eliminating Swerve
Strickland
Acclaimed/Billy Gunn b. QTV – Mic Drop to Solo
Kris Statlander b. Marina Shafir – Friday Night Fever
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