Impact Wrestling — December
1, 2022: I Think We A1l Know
Who He Is

Impact Wrestling

Date: December 1, 2022

Location: 0ld Forester’s Paristown Hall, Louisville, Kentucky
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

We are back to the regular show after last week’s Thanksgiving
special. That means we need to start getting ready for
whatever the December show will be, plus Hard To Kill. The
latter of these shows will likely be headlined by Bully Ray
challenging Josh Alexander for the World Title, but we need
something else besides that. Let’s get to it.

The opening recap looks at Bully Ray teasing being good and
then going all evil as he goes after the World Title.

Here is Bully Ray, complete with the broken Call Your Shot
trophy to get things going. He isn’t sure if these Kentuckians
will understand him (to be fair, they are in Louisville) so he
tries to keep it simple. Ray shows up at Bound For Glory, ran
the gauntlet, and earned the title shot. He told Josh
Alexander that he was coming for him on January 13 and they
shook hands, with Alexander accepting the match. The fans
chant for Alexander, which has Ray saying he agrees with these
morons.

As great of a wrestler as Alexander is, he isn’t as smart as
Ray. Maybe people have forgotten who he is. He ran Hulk Hogan
out of Impact, he made sure Sting couldn’t challenge for the
World Title again and he put Dixie Carter through a table. So
why would Alexander let his wife get that close to Ray?
Alexander is going to be gone for a few weeks, but he better
be at Hard To Kill so Ray can win the title for the third
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time. Cue Rich Swann to jump Ray and start their scheduled
match fast. Ray’'s speech made sense and he can always talk,
but Bully Ray as Impact’s top villain in 2022 is still not
exactly a great image.

Bully Ray vs. Rich Swann

We're joined in progress and Ray runs Swann over to cut him
off. Ray hammers away in the corner and elbows Swann in the
head as the ring has a weird echo for some reason. A sitdown
splash misses for Ray but he’s fine enough to crotch Swann on
top. The neck crank is countered with a jawbreaker and the
middle rope 450 gives Swann two. That’s enough for Ray, who
grabs his chain and blasts Swann for the DQ at 5:43.

Rating: C. Well at least Ray didn’t pin him clean. This was
about continuing Ray as the biggest villain in the company and
he does it well enough. Swann didn’t get in much offense here,
but he has fallen quite a long way from when he was World
Champion. Keeping this short was a smart idea and it did what
it needed to do.

Post match Ray beats on Swann with a chair and zip ties him to
the bottom rope. Tommy Dreamer runs out for the save but Ray
shoves him down. Cue Scott D’Amore to yell at Ray and hit him
with his suit jacket. Ray grabs the chair again but gets
chased off by the combined forces of...D’Amore and Dreamer.
Hold on though as Ray grabs the mic and agrees with D’Amore
than he’s a piece of s***, Ray: “But you’re the guy who hired
me."”

That's about % of the show and it has been all about Bully Ray
so far.

Trey Miguel doesn’t care that people are unhappy with him and
he spray paints his logo on the X-Division Title.

Moose vs. Bhupinder Gujjar




Moose is sent into the corner to start and Gujjar strikes
away, even managing to send Moose outside. That works fine
with Moose, who blasts him with a clothesline as we take a
break. Back with Gujjar winning a slugout but getting planted
right back down. A ripcord knee and Sling Blade look to set up
the Gargoyle Spear..but Moose just steps aside. The spear gives
Moose the pin at 7:53.

Rating: C. Moose needed the win to get back on track after the
loss to Ray at Overdrive and Gujjar has enough status to make
this mean something. Gujjar still needs a win of his own as
his biggest claim to fame so far is almost winning the Digital
Media Title a few times. Another good enough match, even if it
didn’t need a break in the middle.

Post match Moose throws Gujjar outside and then talks about
knowing what Bully Ray really was. These idiot fans wouldn’t
listen to him though and no, he didn’t lose at Overdrive.
Moose: “I don’t want any of you to say his name.” Cue Joe
Hendry but Moose says he was talking about Bully Ray (of
course). Hendry heard “say his name” and that is the same as
someone saying WE BELIEVE. Moose wants Hendry out but Hendry,
from a current champion to a former one, knows a cry for help
when he hears one. The fight is on but Gujjar is back with the
Gargoyle Spear.

Mike Bailey isn’t worried about Kenny King and nothing 1is
changing.

Video on Mickie James and the Last Rodeo, as she is ready for
Deonna Purrazzo tonight. Purrazzo is ready to end James’
career.

Steve Maclin vs. Frankie Kazarian

Maclin wins an early slugout but Kazarian is back with a
springboard elbow to the face. That doesn’t last long as
Maclin knocks him out to the floor in a heap and a running
knee to the back makes it worse. Kazarian slips out of an



Angle Slam though and some running forearms have Maclin
reeling.

The chickenwing 1s blocked so Kazarian settles for the
springboard spinning legdrop for two instead. The slingshot
Fameasser over the middle rope keeps Maclin in trouble and he
slingshots himself into a cutter for two more. Then Maclin
hits him with a chair for the DQ at 7:20 (second of three
matches to end with a chair shot DQ tonight).

Rating: C+. These two could have had a better match with more
time but at least we got something out of them. Kazarian is
one of the good hands around here as he can work well with
anyone while Maclin should be next in line for the World
Title. He has been built up well and with one big push, a
title reign is far from out of the question.

Post match Maclin wrecks Kazarian, including the KIA on a
chair.

Tasha Steelz rants about the Death Dollz winning the Knockouts
Tag Team Titles at Overdrive and seems to blame Savannah
Evans. That doesn’t work for Evans, so Steelz says we can do
Evans vs. Taya Valkyrie next week.

Eddie Edwards is done talking about his marriage or PCO or
anything in the past. He did everything to build for the
future...and then runs into Delirious of all people, who stares
at him.

The Motor City Machine Guns ask Heath and Rhino about their
Tag Team Title shot. Heath says they’ll get it set for next
week, which works for the Guns. Rhino talks about tearing
their hearts out to amp up the insanity a bit.

Here’s what’'s coming on upcoming shows.

Deonna Purrazzo vs. Mickie James

Feeling out process to start with Purrazzo taking her to the



mat to start and working on an armbar. Back up and they trade
armdrags into a pinfall reversal sequence. They both miss some
kicks and it’s a standoff as we take a break. We come back
with James taking her into the corner for some chops, followed
by some rather hard rams into the turnbuckle.

That earns her a hard elbow to the face and more elbows to the
chest give Purrazzo two. The chinlock goes on for a bit but
Mickie is right back up with the hurricanrana out of the
corner. A running kick to the chest gives James two but
Purrazzo kicks her off the top as we take a break. Back with
Purrazzo getting two off a brainbuster and grabbing the
reverse chinlock.

That’s broken up and James sends her outside, setting up the
Thesz press to the floor. A missile dropkick drops Purrazzo
and a neckbreaker gives James two. The tornado DDT is blocked
and Purrazzo’s pump kick gives her a near fall of her own. The
Fujiwara armbar goes on but Mickie gets over to the rope fast
enough. They trade rollups until James grabs the tights for
the pin at 23:00.

Rating: B. This felt like a main event level match and while
there wasn’t a ton of drama about James losing, it was a good
journey throughout. The ending with the cheating from James is
certainly interesting, as she might be getting more desperate
to keep her career alive. I could watch these two wrestle
multiple times and it would likely continue to be high quality
stuff.

Post match Jordynne Grace comes out to praise James and issue
the challenge for the title vs. career match at Hard To Kill.
We're on, and I wouldn’t be complaining about that headlining
the show.

We go to the jail with Eric Young and Deaner looking at each
other. Young says Deaner 1is in this thing to get rid of the
sickness, which might be in this room. A knife is thrown on



the table and they fight with Young narrating about the
sickness. Young goes for the eye but Deaner busts him open and
stabs him (with Young’'s encouragement) to get rid of the
sickness once and for all. The stable still isn’t very good
but the lack of Young might help.

Overall Rating: C+. The main event bails this show out as it
was only ok until then. Throw in Bully Ray dominating the
first fourth of the show and Violent By Design getting the
closing segment and this wasn’t the most thrilling stuff at
the start and the finish. That being said, 20 minutes of
Purrazzo vs. James works and it made the show a good watch.

Results

Rich Swann b. Bully Ray via DQ when Ray used a chain

Moose b. Bhupinder Gujjar — Spear

Frankie Kazarian b. Steve Maclin via DQ when Maclin used a
chair

Mickie James b. Deonna Purrazzo — Rollup with tights

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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ECW On Sci Fi - March 4,
2008: They Need To Pull Over

ECW On Sci Fi

Date: March 4, 2008

Location: Quicken Loans Arena, Cleveland, Ohio
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

We're still on the Road to Wrestlemania and somehow, again,
we're getting CM Punk vs. Chavo Guerrero for the latter’s ECW
Title. This is setting a new standard for trying to squeeze
every last drop out of an idea and there absolutely cannot be
much left to wring out of the feud. Maybe tonight can wrap it
up for good. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at the last month or so of CM Punk vs.
Chavo Guerrero, because the feud is so long that you can trim
it down like that.

Opening sequence.

Taqg Team Titles: Miz/John Morrison vs. Colin Delaney/Tommy
Dreamer

Delaney and Dreamer are challenging after beating the champs
in a non-title match last week. Dreamer and Miz start things
off with Miz being taken down rather quickly. A Quebecers’
Cannonball hits Miz for two but he’s right back up to drive
Delaney into the corner. Morrison comes in for the springboard
spinning kick to the head but Delaney manages to kick him
away.

The tag brings in Dreamer to a rather nothing reaction and a
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neckbreaker out of the corner for one on Morrison. The Texas
Cloverleaf goes on but Miz makes the save, knocks Delaney to
the floor and hammers Dreamer down. That's too far for
Delaney, who grabs a chair and cleans house for the DQ.

Rating: C-. Yeah this wasn’t much to see and that’s because
there was no way the titles were going to change here. Delaney
and Dreamer are some teacher/student deal and it is getting
better over the weeks, but that doesn’t mean they were ready
to become champions. Points for making someone new though,
which has been lacking around here for a good bit.

Post match Dreamer looks stunned but also rather pleased with
the violence. Ignore Delaney costing them the title shot.

Shelton Benjamin vs. Stevie Richards

Benjamin’s original Ain’t No Stopping Me Now music is gone,
taking away one of the catchier themes from the era. Richards
grabs a headlock to start but Benjamin pulls him out of the
air for a shoulder breaker to take over. An armbar and them a
figure four arm lock (Tazz’'s words) keep Richards in trouble.

Benjamin elbows him in the face and grabs the same arm lock as
things grind to another halt. Back up and Benjamin jumps to
the top, only to miss a high crossbody. We get some weak
SHELTON chants as Richards makes the comeback, including an
enziguri for two. That'’s too far for Benjamin, who hits the
jumping Downward Spiral for the pin.

Rating: C-. This was as interesting as Benjamin working the
arm for two minutes out of less than five was going to be. The
new Benjamin is just so lame with the gold hair and the weaker
music, but at least they’re pushing someone who still has some
star power. Also, so much for Richards’ push, but I don’t know
what kinds of legs it had in the first place.

Post match Benjamin promises to win Money In The Bank.



We recap the reveal of Maria’s Playboy cover.

Kofi Kingston and Kelly Kelly are admiring the Playboy cover,
with Kingston saying she could be a Playboy cover girl. With
that kind of creepy line out of the way, Layla comes in to
yell at Kelly about Playboy wanting Layla instead. Catfighting
ensues, likely over who could be a worse actress.

Kane vs. James Gibson

Before the match, Chuck Palumbo, who is facing Kane on
Smackdown, rides to the ring on his motorcycle. Not that it
matters as the chokeslam finishes Gibson in about thirty
seconds.

Raw Rebound.

CM Punk talks about how Chavo Guerrero claims to be a warrior,
but there is one Guerrero who is a warrior and it isn’t Chavo.
Punk talks about the things he’s done to Chavo and promises to
regain the title tonight.

ECW Title: CM Punk vs. Chavo Guerrero

Guerrero is defending. Feeling out process to start as Chavo
takes him into the corner, only to get rolled up for a fast
two. A hammerlock slam sets up an armbar from Punk, which is
quickly reversed into a headlock. With that broken up, Punk
tries a springboard but gets knocked out to the floor in a
pretty nasty crash.

We take a break and come back with Chavo working on the leg,
including a chop block to cut him down again. The leg 1is
wrapped around the post and Chavo seems rather confident. We
hit the leg crank but Punk manages to use the good leg to kick
Chavo outside. Back in and Punk grabs an armbar, only to have
Chavo pull him into a half crab. The rope is grabbed so Chavo
plants him with a tornado DDT for two instead. Punk catches
him going up but gets knocked back down, setting up the frog



splash to retain the title.

Rating: C+. They’'re done now right? Chavo has beaten Punk
multiple times now and this one was completely clean so the
feud is over. There is nothing left for these two to do with
each other and it is time for both of them to move on. I'm not
sure what that will mean for Chavo, but Punk is more than
ready to move up to one of the other shows.

Overall Rating: C. This show is in need of a fresh tank of gas
as they seem to be running on empty. Miz and Morrison vs.
Delaney and Dreamer is the second biggest story on the show
and that has the shelf life of some week old bread. Other than
that, you have Benjamin minus the fun stuff and Kane warmed up
for something on Smackdown. What does that leave for this
show? Decent main event this week and nothing else.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vour
wrestling headline needs.
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ECW On Sci F1 — February 26,
2008: Blech Is Never A Good
Description

ECW On Sci Fi

Date: February 26, 2008

Location: Convention Center, Tuscon, Arizona
Attendance: 5,200

Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

We’'re on the way to Wrestlemania and this week isn’t likely to
have Ric Flair for a main event. Chavo Guerrero vs. CM Punk
should be done for good but you never can tell with that feud.
It feels like it could somehow keep going despite being long
past its expiration date. If not Punk though, who else 1is
supposed to go after the title? Let’s get to it.

Here are last week'’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Kelly Kelly/Kofi Kingston vs. Santino Marella/Layla

The women start things off as Tazz talks about some 80s song.
Actually we’ll switch to the men as Kelly has to bring in
“Koko Kingston”. That’'s fine with Kofi, who knocks Marella
into the corner and hammers away. Back up and Santino gets in
a cheap shot to take over and a clothesline allows for some
posing.

Layla even gets in some hair pulling from the apron, allowing
Santino to work on an armbar. For some reason Santino tags
Layla in, which 1is as good as Kofi tagging Kelly. Some
clotheslines drop Layla and Kelly hits a high crossbody for
one as everything breaks down. Trouble In Paradise drops
Santino and a Fameasser gives Kelly the pin.
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Rating: C-. This was as good as Santino doing his lame offense
to Kofi for a few minutes before the women came in for the
finish was going to be. Santino is a fun character but he
doesn’t exactly have the in-ring work to back it up in any
way. Kofi continues to feel like someone WWE is protecting and
that 1is a good sign for his future.

Bunnymania is coming at Wrestlemania.
Video on Maria’s Playboy shoot.

Stevie Richards vs. Mike Knox

Knox, ever the villain, goes for the throat to start and a hot
shot cuts off a comeback attempt. The slow beating is on and
Knox grabs a chinlock to stay on the throat. That’s switched
into a choke so the fans start begging for the comeback.
Richards comes up with a superkick but the StevieT is blocked.
Instead Richards avoids a charge into the corner and now the
StevieT is enough to finish Knox off.

Rating: D+. Do you know how fast someone with the limited
offense of Knox is going to run out of throat based moves?
Richards has a good story, but there is only so much that you
can do with it week after week. Yeah he has a bad throat, but
if that’s all you're getting, how far is this supposed to go?

Tommy Dreamer tells Colin Delaney that he as a future as his
injuries are starting to heal. Delaney asks if he can have his
own theme music when he becomes a star. Dreamer glares at him.

Raw Rebound.

Commentary gets serious about the Vince
McMahon/JBL/Hornswoggle/Finlay ordeal.

Miz/John Morrison vs. Tommy Dreamer/Colin Delaney

Non-title. Dreamer armdrags Morrison down to start but Delaney
tags himself in (Dreamer: “WHAT ARE YOU DOING?”) and hits a



dropkick. Morrison takes him down without much trouble though
and it’'s off to Miz to hammer away in the corner. The
backbreaker/slingshot elbow combination gives Morrison two and
it’s back to Miz for a chinlock. Delaney fights up and Dreamer
gets the tag to start the house cleaning. A reverse DDT plants
Miz and Morrison is sent outside. Dreamer sends Miz into
Delaney and the DDT is good for the pin.

Rating: C-. It might make sense in the story but Dreamer and
Delaney just beat the Tag Team Champions completely clean.
That'’s not the best thing to see and while Miz and Morrison
aren’t likely to drop the titles, it feels like a repeat of
the Jimmy Wang Yang/Shannon Moore feud. Just stop having the
champs get pinned.

Video on the Wrestlemania press conference, with the focus on
Big Show vs. Floyd Mayweather Jr.

Miz and John Morrison are yelling at each other when they’re
told Tommy Dreamer and Colin Delaney are getting a Tag Team
Title shot next week. They aren’t scared.

CM Punk vs. Elijah Burke vs. Shelton Benjamin

The winner gets an ECW Title shot against Chavo Guerrero, on
commentary, next week. The fans are behind Punk as Benjamin
kicks Burke to the floor. Chavo: “I would have ducked.”
Benjamin knocks Punk down but Burke low bridges him outside to
even things up a bit. Back in and Punk grabs a slightly scary
flapjack on Burke but Benjamin comes in for the jumping
Downward Spiral to drop Punk.

We take a break and come back with Benjamin sunset bombing
Punk to the floor but getting dropkicked off the apron by
Burke. The Outer Limits elbow gets two on Punk and the running
crotch attack to the back of the next hits Benjamin as Burke
is the only one left standing. Punk pulls Burke off the top,
only to get caught with Benjamin’s dragon whip to cut him down
as well. Burke knocks Benjamin out to the floor but Punk is



back up with the GTS for the pin and the title shot.

Rating: C+. They didn’t hide what they were going to do with
the winner here and that isn’t the worst thing. That being
said, I'm completely burned out on Punk vs. Chavo, but who
else is there to go after the title? ECW is really weak on top
faces right now and I don’t think I can see Stevie Richards
getting a title shot. That leaves Punk, and that isn’t much to
write home about at the moment.

Post match Guerrero gets in the ring for the staredown to end
the show.

Overall Rating: C-. Blech, what a weak show this was, with
Kofi vs. Santino being one of the more interesting things
going on. You can only get so much with this limited of a
roster and no one else to challenge Chavo, so this was more a
matter of time than anything else. The main event was fine,
but I need more than Punk vs. Chavo 47 or whatever it is to
pique my interest.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Impact Wrestling — November
17, 2022: They're Still
Backwards

Impact Wrestling

Date: November 17, 2022

Location: Sam’s Town Live, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

It is the go home show for Overdrive and that means we need to
find out the other finalist in the X-Division Title
tournament. Other than that, we have what should be a violent
match between Eric Young and Sami Callihan, where blood 1is
required. It should be an eventful show so let’'s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.
Opening sequence.

A laughing Crazzy Steve is in the ring and asks if we can feel
it. Brace yourselves for the barrage of brutality that is
Black Taurus. Now that’s an entrance.

X-Division Title Tournament Semifinals: Black Taurus vs. PJ
Black

They flip around to start with neither being able to get very
far. A monkey flip sends Taurus into the corner but he blasts
Black pretty hard. Black is fine enough to send him outside
for a big dive. Back in and a moonsault misses for Black,
allowing Taurus to powerslam him for two. A Sling Blade gives
Taurus two more but Black is back with a pop up Meteora (that
was cool) for two of his own. Taurus catches him on top, only
to get pulled down with a super Spanish Fly. They slug it out
with Black getting the better of things, only to get caught in
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Taurus’ spinning piledriver for the pin at 6:19.

Rating: C+. I don’'t think anyone bought Black as having any
real chance in a match like this but he can put on a good one
if given the chance. That being said, Taurus is a monster who
can move and that is a different way to go for the title. I'm
curious to see where things go with the final, but Taurus
winning the title would make a lot of sense.

We get the contract signing with Josh Alexander and Frankie
Kazarian (with their wives next to them). They respect each
other and Kazarian is sorry that he has to take the title from
Alexander. The wives (Jade Chung and Traci Brooks) aren’t
happy with what is being said but everyone splits before it
gets violent.

Post break, Kazarian and Alexander say they’ll do it tomorrow
and everything seems cool. Bully Ray says he’s coming for the
winner, but Kazarian doesn’t believe that Ray will do it
straight up. Ray doesn’t like that and leaves, with Alexander
asking why it matters if Ray is honest or not. He’ll be ready
no matter what.

Aussie Open vs. Motor City Machine Guns vs. Bullet Club vs.
Raj Singh/Shera

It’s Ace Austin/Chris Bey for the Club with Austin and Kyle
Fletcher starting things off. Austin grabs the arm and brings
Bey in for a running dropkick in the corner. The Club takes
Fletcher down and poses on him but Singh tags himself in.
Austin gets dropped face first onto the top turnbuckle and a
Downward Spiral makes it worse.

We take a break and come back with the Guns bouncing Singh
back and forth with right hands. Sabin cutters Austin and
drops Bey, followed by the Dream Sequence on Singh. Shera
comes back in to clean house but the Aussies double team him
down. Austin crossbodies Fletcher down and clears the ring,
only to have Davis do the same thing, but Aussier. An assisted



top rope cutter drops Bey for two but he’s able to slip out of
Coriolis. Bey is back up with a big dive onto the floor (while
too sweeting Austin on the way over) before coming back in for
an assisted Art of Finesse to pin Fletcher at 12:02.

Rating: B-. This was your wacky match of the week as everyone
was flying around and hitting one big spot after another until
the Club won. They needed a win like this to get back on track
and I could go for them getting into the title hunt. Everyone
did well here, with even Singh and Shera doing well as the
power guys.

Rosemary yells at Taya Valkyrie about the missing Jessicka,
who was told to go get a drink.

Jordynne Grace 1is ready for Masha Slamovich so let’s do Last
Knockout Standing at Overdrive.

Tasha Steelz vs. Taya Valkyrie

Savannah Evans and Rosemary are here too. Taya kicks her into
the corner to start and a clothesline gets an early two. The
running knees in the corner get the same but another charge
sends Taya shoulder first into the post. Tasha loads up the
Black Out but gets reversed into the Road To Valhalla. That'’s
blocked as well only to have Taya sit down on it to pin Steelz
at 2:20.

Post match the brawl is on but Jessicka, complete with one of
those helmets with a beer can on either side, makes the save.

Josh Alexander asks Tommy Dreamer about Bully Ray, which
Dreamer says 1is the last 25 years of his life. Dreamer
believes that Bully is a changed man.

Trey Miguel was sore after last week’s match but he is ready
to get his X-Division Title back.

Steve Maclin vs. Tommy Dreamer




0ld School (Extreme) Rules. Dreamer starts fast with a hiptoss
and a Cactus Clothesline sends them both outside. A cookie
sheet shot to the head rocks Maclin and Dreamer peels back the
floor mat. The piledriver on the floor is broken up (because
it's a piledriver on the floor) and Maclin gets in a posting.
Maclin drops a Cactus Jack elbow off the apron and it’'s time
to bring in some chairs. That takes too long though and
Dreamer gets in some kendo stick shots, setting up a crossbody
to drive Maclin through a chair.

The White Russian legsweep drops Maclin again but he grabs an
Angle Slam for two. Dreamer gets in another shot and grabs
some water/popcorn, both of which go into Maclin’s face. A
cutter gives Dreamer two and it’'s table time (of course,
albeit with help from a fan dubbed Mr. Impact). Maclin blocks
the Death Valley Driver though and DDTs Dreamer onto a pile of
chairs for the pin at 8:06.

Rating: C. This was in fact a Tommy Dreamer match from anytime
in the last fifteen years or so, but thankfully Maclin won in
the end. What matters here is getting Maclin over as a major
threat, as I could easily see him as the next World Champion.
Dreamer got in his, and by that I mean others’, usual stuff
and thankfully he more or less has it down to a science at
this point.

Post match Maclin loads up a Conchairto but Bully Ray comes in
for the save. Moose runs in to beat down Ray but Josh
Alexander makes another save and has a staredown with Ray.
Then they put Maclin through a table and Ray very slowly hands
Alexander the title.

In her first interview around here, Masha Slamovich (1in
Russian) insults the interviewer for asking stupid questions.
No one wants to talk about her wins because she had one bad
night. Her expectations for Overdrive: death. Well that got
serious.



Laredo Kid vs. Rich Swann

Kid starts fast with a neckbreaker and they head outside with
Kid hitting a big dive. Back in and some moonsault elbows hit
Swann but a third only hits mat. Swann fights back but gets
caught with a release German suplex. The frog splash gives Kid
two but he charges into a superkick. The middle rope 450
finishes Kid at 3:41.

Rating: C+. That was a weird one as Kid was dominating and
then Swann won out of almost nowhere. I'm not sure if this one
was cut for time or what, but it felt like there was another
four to five minutes missing. Swann winning is fine, though
Kid getting a big breakthrough win feels like it has been
coming for years now.

Mickie James isn’t happy with Taylor Wilde for getting
involved last week but Wilde didn’t want interference to end
Mickie’s career. See, Wilde should be the one to end it.

Video on Josh Alexander vs. Frankie Kazarian, including how
the X-Division Title has been wrecked along the way.

Here’'s what’s coming on various shows.

Eric Young vs. Sami Callihan

This is Death Machine Double Jeopardy, meaning your opponent
has to be busted open before you can win by pinfall or
submission. Violent By Design jumps Sami during his entrance
and bust him open before he even gets to the ring. We take a
break before the bell with Sami saying start it up. Young hits
a quick Death Valley Driver for two but Sami reverses a suplex
on the floor.

It's weapons time with Sami cutting Young’s mouth with a
picture of the Death Dollz. Young is back up and they fight on
the apron, with both of them going after the eyes. Sami Death
Valley Drivers him on the apron and we take a break. Back with



Young busted open as well and the two of them posting each
other. The piledriver on the floor is countered with a
backdrop (this seems strangely familiar) and Sami throws a
trashcan into the corner.

Back in and Young blasts him with a trashcan lid to the head
before grabbing a kneebar. Sami reverses into something like a
Figure Four but Young is out again. They fight up and slug it
out until stereo headbutts put both of them down. Young is up
first with a piledriver for two but another one is countered
with a crotch grab. The Cactus Driver 97 gives Sami two of his
own and another one finishes Young off at 17:38.

Rating: C+. This still isn’t my kind of match, but it was done
a disservice by having Dreamer and Maclin do a lighter version
of it less than an hour before. There were some spots here
that were identical to Dreamer vs. Maclin (piledriver on the
floor countered into a backdrop) and that took away some of
the impact that this one had. Callihan winning is the way to
go as it means Young loses, but I'm sure Young will be
featured over and over again because reasons.

Post match Violent By Design comes out to stare down at Young
to end the show. Oh come on don’t tell me it’s going to be
Sami/Young vs. these goons.

Overall Rating: B-. They covered a lot on this show and there
was nothing that would be called bad. There are some
interesting stories going on around here and I want to see
where they go. At the same time though, Overdrive continues to
feel like an absolute nothing of a show and I have no desire
to see what they do with it. Just get on with it so we can
move on to the next big show.

Results

Black Taurus b. PJ Black — Spinning piledriver

Bullet Club b. Aussie Open, Motor City Machine Guns and Raj
Singh/Shera — Art of Finesse to Fletcher



Taya Valkyrie b. Tasha Steelz — Rollup

Steve Maclin b. Tommy Dreamer — KIA onto a pile of chairs
Rich Swann b. Laredo Kid — Middle rope 450

Sami Callihan b. Eric Young — Cactus Driver 97

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Northeast Wrestling
WrestleFest XV: They Know
What They’'re Doing

WrestleFest XV

Date: January 15, 2011

Location: Mid-Hudson Civic Center, Poughkeepsie, New York
Attendance: 1,700

Commentator: Jerry Strauss

Hosts: Jerry Strauss, Reby Sky

This is from Northeast Wrestling and is the latest in the long
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line of shows I picked up from the big Highspots sale. I’'ve
looked at Northeast Wrestling before and they have been around
for a very long time now, so it could be interesting to see
what they had a pretty long time ago. Let’s get to it.

Keep in mind that I am coming into this blind so I apologize
in advance for not knowing anything about characters or plot
points coming in.

Our hosts welcome us to the show and run down the card before
throwing us backstage for an interview.

Romeo Roselli (formerly of the Heartthrobs/breakers) and Max
Bauer interrupt an interview and promise to take out Sgt.
Slaughter, Private Jeff Star and...a local DJ named Boris?

We're still in the pre-show so we go to the fan meet and greet
for some promos from various people on the card.

Brian Anthony is ready to find Hurricane Helms’ Kryptonite and
prove that he is the only lime green superhero the northeast
needs.

Roxxi (better known as Roxxi Levoux in TNA) is ready for Mia
Yim and can’t wait to show what she can do. Since talking
doesn’t seem to be Roxxi’s strong suit, here is Yim to mock
her a bit. This was really not good.

Hurricane Helms vs. Brian Anthony

Thankfully Hurricane doesn’t have that weird Hurribelt with
him. The fans are behind Hurricane and Anthony isn’t sure
about that. Hurricane grabs an armdrag but gets punched in the
face coming out of the corner. A shoulder drops Hurricane but
he’s right back up with the superhero pose for quite the
reaction. The threat of a chokeslam sends Anthony bailing to
the floor, only to have him come back in for Hurricane’s leg
lariat.

Anthony is sent outside for the slingshot dive but he knocks



Hurricane out of the air back inside. Hurricane gets sent hard
into the corner and we’'re off to the chinlock. With that
broken up, Anthony hits a running knee for two and they’re
back to the floor. This time it’s Hurricane chopping away
against the ropes, only to have Anthony come back with a hard
clothesline inside.

The nerve hold doesn’t last long as Hurricane starts the
comeback, including something like a reverse Unprettier for
two. Hurricane’'s Shining Wizard 1is countered 1into a
spinebuster for two more. The moonsault misses for Anthony
though and it’s a chokeslam to give Hurricane the pin at 9:27.

Rating: C+. That's a good choice for an opener as Hurricane
has enough star power to feel like a big deal but he can also
wrestle a completely fine match. Anthony is someone I've seen
before and he continues to show talent, even much earlier in
his career. This worked just fine as a way to start the show
and it wound up being a rather nice mix for the situation.

Sabu vs. Tommaso Ciampa vs. Vik Dalishus vs. Ryan McBride vs.
Hale Collins

Ladder match (of course) for a title shot later tonight. The
fans want tables before anyone even comes out so you might
know what you’re in for here. Everyone but Sabu goes outside
to start so Sabu hits a baseball slide to start the fighting
on the floor. Sabu punches Ciampa as Collins and McBride fight
inside. Dalishus and Collins, collectively known as the Now,
take out McBride with a Smoking Gunns Sidewinder but Ciampa
makes the save.

Ciampa hits the running knee to Collins as we hear about
Sabu’s ECW days. Everyone gets back inside and Collins’ Air
Sabu only hits ladder instead of McBride. Sabu gets back up to
beat on Dalishus with a chair as McBride drops Collins HARD
onto the ladder. Another ladder is brought in and Collins
drops an elbow onto the ladder onto McBride. It’s Sabu coming



in for the save but getting powerbombed off the ladder.

This time McBride comes up for a safe of his own but Ciampa
pulls him off the ladder into the yet to be named Project
Ciampa. Dalishus hits a big springboard moonsault to the floor
to take out McBride as the greedy fans want tables. The Now
gets together to throw things at Ciampa but Sabu one ups them
by pelting some chairs. An Arabian Facebuster through a table
knocks Dalishus silly but Collins cuts off a climbing Ciampa.

The Now loads up the ladder but Ciampa comes back with a rope
to hang Dalishus. A big ladder is set up on the floor and
Collins uses it to elbow McBride through a table. Ciampa
moonsaults off the top onto Sabu and Dalishus to put everyone
down. Collins and Ciampa go up but Dalishus pulls Ciampa down,
allowing Collins to win at 13:50.

Rating: B-. You had five people, they did a bunch of flips and
dives, then one of them won the match. There is only so much
that you are going to be able to get out of a match like this
and we hit it pretty firmly. Collins didn’t really get to show
off or anything, but he can do that later on tonight in his
title match. Sabu was the star power here and was just kind of
here being Sabu without going too far in any way. So yeah:
indy ladder match with one then famous name.

Post match NEW Champion Matt Taven comes out to hold up the
belt for the showdown.

Here is MVP, in the show’s main event, for a chat. MVP hits
the catchphrases and says this is his first post-WWE show. He
asked for his release from WWE and that gets a PG SUCKS chant.
MVP says PG does suck but what matters is that there are some
talented professional wrestlers in that locker room. Tonight
he is here to face Matt Hardy, so how many people remember
their feud from Smackdown?

Love him or hate him, Matt is talented and won quite a few
titles. One of them was the WWE Tag Team Titles with MVP, who



carried him to the gold. They have fought all over the world
and tonight it is about respect, but there is no WWE telling
them what to do. Instead, they’ll be doing it themselves as
they do best, and MVP will be balling. MVP felt like a star
here and that is what he should be on this show.

Roxxi vs. Mia Yim

Yim comes out swinging but gets dropkicked down for a quick
two. A crossbody (which looked like a botched cartwheel)
misses for Roxxi though and Yim slows it down with the
clubbing forearms. The front facelock and a pull of the hair
put Roxxi down and a kick to the back gives Yim two. Back up
and Roxxi gets a boot up in the corner, setting up the
exchange of forearms. A fall away slam gives Roxxi her own two
but Yim kicks her in the face (simple yet effective) for two.
Roxxi gets in another shot of her own though and the Voodoo
Drop (arm trap suplex drop, which wasn’t a great finisher)
puts Yim away at 4:17.

Rating: D+. This was a strange time for women’s wrestling as
there was a level far ahead of the Divas, but this one came
off like “hey we have a women’s match”. Yim and Roxxi are
talented, but they only got to do so much here. It was a short
match and mainly trading strikes, which left it pretty low on
the scale.

Sgt. Slaughter/Private Starr vs. Romeo Roselli/Max Bauer

Kurt Adonis is here with Roselli and Bauer and is ready to
deal with local DJ Boris, who is nowhere to be seen. Before
the match, Roselli mocks the crowd and brags about his abs.
They certainly aren’t worried about the Cobra Clutch either,
as Adonis has given the Clutch evading lessons. The fans do
seem to like Slaughter so the star power is still strong.
Slaughter brags about Starr’s “gun rack” and we’'re ready to
go. Starr (whose first name is Jeff, not Private) is after
after a rather long time away due to an injury so the fans are



rather happy to see him.

Roselli and Starr, apparently old rivals start, with the fans
chanting USA, presumably for Starr. Roselli: “I'M FROM THE USA
TOO!!'!” I never got that logic from the fans so it’s nice for
Roselli have the same line of thinking. Feeling out process to
start until Roselli elbows him in the face. Back up and Starr
hits a dropkick before handing it off to Slaughter to work on
the arm. By that I mean a few arm cranks before it’s back to
Starr less than fifteen seconds later.

A slugout goes to Roselli but Slaughter is back with a left
arm clothesline. It’'s too early for the Cobra Clutch though
and Bauer comes in to choke Slaughter in the corner. Adonis
gets in a cheap shot like a good evil manager should and we
hit the chinlock. Bauer comes back in and elbows Slaughter,
who is so out of it that he goes to the wrong corner for a
tag.

It's back to Roselli, who gets punched out of the air so
Slaughter can bring Starr back in to clean house. A superkick
drops Roselli but Bauer is back in to toss Starr outside. Cue
Boris to go after Adonis as Roselli knocks Bauer down by
mistake. The Cobra Clutch holds Roselli back as Starr
Cannonballs Bauer for the pin at 7:42.

Rating: C. This was a perfectly fine tag match with Slaughter
adding the star (not Starr, but star) power to make it feel
important. Starr looked good and felt like someone who could
be a big deal in the promotion. Bauer felt like a heavy and
while it’'s weird seeing Roselli as what felt like a singles
guy with a monster, he worked well as a heel. They didn’t
reinvent the wheel here but what they did worked out just
fine.

Jerry Lawler vs. Tommy Dreamer

In a cage (which is maybe six and a half feet above the apron)
and this is hyped up as old school/WWE vs. ECW. Thankfully



commentary mentions that they had another fight last year at
WrestleFest XIV, so this isn’t something entirely based on
something from the original ECW.

Before the match, Lawler talks about how he has been asked for
years if all of the wrestlers are really friends behind the
scenes. It's true that a lot of the wrestlers are friends, at
least to an extent. That being said, it’s like any job: there
are people you like and people you don’t like, but then there
are people you just despise.

Above all of them is Terry Funk, who is the toughest guy
Lawler has ever faced, but Lawler couldn’t warm up to him if
they were cremated together. He doesn’t like the Miz and
Michael Cole isn’t too far behind him, as Cole cost him the
WWE Title. Then there is one guy who he can’t stand, and their
problems started back when ECW invaded WWE.

Lawler was never an ECW fan and Dreamer was the one who caused
the most of his problems. Tonight is the final battle between
the two of them, and no it isn’t the last one until he gets a
bigger payday. With that rather lengthy speech out of the way,
we're ready to go. If nothing else, hearing Man In The Box is
always worth a smile.

Feeling out process to start with Lawler driving him into the
corner for a quick standoff. They trade kicks to the ribs and
stare at each other before locking up. Neither can send the
other into the cage so they stare at each other again. Lawler
takes over with rights and lefts before hitting a Stunner of
all things.

Back up and Dreamer blocks a ram into the cage, meaning Lawler
can go face first into it a few times instead. Dreamer opens
the door and...shoves Lawler out, with the fight heading to the
floor. A crutch shot to the back staggers Lawler but he comes
back with a chair to drop Dreamer. They fight around the cage
with Lawler being sent into the timekeeper’s table, only to



come back up with a chair shot. The table is set up against
the cage and Dreamer is sent face first but he does the same
to Lawler to even it up.

They head back inside with Dreamer putting something between
Lawler’s legs and smashing it with a kendo stick. Dreamer
misses a dive though and Lawler chokes with the ring bell
before having his fist drop hit a chair. A piledriver plants
Lawler (apparently a callback to their previous match) but
Lawler gets a foot on the rope.

As I shake my head at that working in a cage match, Lawler
manages a few shots of his own and ties Dreamer to the cage
with some cable. Some kendo shots knock Dreamer free so he
grabs the stick and beats the heck out of Lawler. Dreamer
picks up a chair but walks into a fireball for the pin at
16:00.

Rating: C+. They did a good job of building up the hatred and
anger between the two of them, but I wasn’t wild on the trip
outside or the weapons inside. One would think a cage match
would be extreme and violent enough, but it felt more like
they were trying to have an ECW match and a cage match at the
same time. That only kind of worked, but these two have
probably done something similar a hundred times (or probably
ten times that in Lawler’s case) so they could likely do this
in their sleep. And yes, they would wrestle again in this
promotion the following year.

Medics check on Dreamer as Lawler celebrates.

Northeast Wrestling Title: Hale Collins vs. Matt Taven

Taven is defending and apparently the two of them are friends.
We get the Big Match Intros and Collins is the hometown boy to
make this even more interesting. Taven poses to start and the
fans don’'t seem thrilled with him. Collins poses as well and
gets dropkicked, allowing Taven to start in on the heavily
bandaged arm.



A DDT onto the arm has Collins in more trouble, with an arm
snap across the rope making it worse. We hit the armbar but
Collins grabs a rollup, only to get dropkicked right back
down. Collins fights up and forearms with the good arm before
managing to roll some suplexes. Taven is right back with a
cross armbreaker and Collins is in trouble all over again.

The armbar goes on again but Collins fights up and hits a
quick Fameasser. Collins’ superkick hits the referee so the
second one that hits Taven gets no count. Taven gets up and
kicks Collins low, setting up a flipping neckbreaker and a
frog splash for...two from a second referee. They get back up
and it’'s Collins grabbing a small package for the pin and the
title out of nowhere at 11:50.

Rating: C-. This is a good example of a match that makes sense
on paper but isn’t that good in execution. Instead you have
Taven working on the arm in various ways for most of the match
before the shenanigansy ending. Collins winning the title in
the end is a good way to go and a cool moment that makes the
show feel special, even if it came after a pretty lame match.

And never mind as the original referee calls it a DQ and Taven
retains. Well that was fun for about ten seconds. Taven leaves
so Vik Dalishus and Collins beat up the referee. Collins even
gets a pin counted by the first referee.

Matt Hardy vs. MVP

Hardy is looking a bit more muscular than usual. MVP grabs a
headlock to start but Matt slips out and they fight over a
lockup. A headlock takeover brings Matt down and they trade
counters until Matt gets up. MVP grabs an armdrag but has to
block a Side Effect. The Twist of Fate is countered as well
and we're at a standoff. They go to a lockup and roll outside
without letting it go.

That doesn’t really go anywhere so it’s back inside for what
looks to be a bit of miscommunication on a Side Effect



attempt. Matt hits the middle rope elbow to the back of the
head and we hit the chinlock. MVP powers up and grabs a
fireman’s carry drop before kicking Hardy outside. After an
exchange of ramming each other into things, MVP takes him back
inside for the running boot in the corner and a near fall.

Ballin sets up the Play Of The Day for two and MVP is stunned
at the kickout. Hardy fights back up and gets planted with a
jumping Downward Spiral for two more. MVP rolls some German
suplexes before going up, only to get slammed off the top for
two. The Twist of Fate gets two more, meaning it's
frustration/shock time. Hardy tries another Twist but gets
reversed into a backslide to give MVP the pin at 14:06.

Rating: B. Believe it or not, two talented, veteran wrestlers
who have fought each other a hundred times can have a good
match. This felt more polished than anything else on the show
and it came off like a big time main event. Hardy and MVP
might be a bit past their primes here but they’re names fans
will know and they can still work very well with each other.
This 1is exactly what I was expecting and in this case that
isn’t a bad thing.

Post match Hardy congratulates MVP and says they’ll meet again
down the road. For now though, they can get a beer and
celebrate a great match.

Overall Rating: B-. This was a rather fun show and I’'1ll
absolutely take that from an independent event. They had a
nice mixture here with star power in the forms of the main
event, the cage match and Slaughter, plus young up and comers
with local stars mixed in. There were a few weak points
throughout but even the worst wasn’t all that awful.

What mattered here was how organized and planned things felt.
There was never a point where I was wondering what they were
doing or why they were doing it and that is nice for a change.
NEW is a company I've seen good things from over the years and



that was true here too, so you might try the place out, as
they seem to know what they are doing.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.

Impact Wrestling — November
10, 2022: Isn’t That
Backwards?

Impact Wrestling

Date: November 10, 2022

Location: Sam’s Town Live, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

We have two shows left before Overdrive and the card is mostly
already set. This week 1is likely going to be a lot more
firming up of the card, plus some extra X-Division Title
tournament matches. The tournament still needs a final and we
are probably getting closer to one this week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.
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Opening recap.
Opening sequence.

Digital Media Title: Joe Hendry vs. Brian Myers

Myers, with Matt Cardona, is defending. Before the match,
Hendry promises to be a Digital Media Champion that will
inspire the comments section. The fans make it clear that THEY
BELIEVE as Hendry works on the arm to start. A delayed suplex
gives Hendry two but Myers is right back with a kick to the
face. The chinlock goes on for a bit before Myers switches to
a guillotine choke.

That's broken up with straight power into a suplex but the
Standing Ovation is blocked. Myers hits a lifting Downward
Spiral for two but Hendry gets the same off a pop up
powerbomb. They head outside where Cardona offers a
distraction but here are Heath and Rhino to take care of him.
Myers hits the inverted DDT for two, only to have the Roster
Cut countered into the Standing Ovation to give Hendry the pin
and the title at 5:59.

Rating: C. They kept things moving here and Hendry gets a
title to make him feel like a bigger deal. Myers and Cardona
can go after the Tag Team Titles now so there isn’t much of a
need for them to dominate the Digital Media Title any longer.
Hendry feels like he is getting some support too so let him
have this as a stepping stone.

Jai Vidal has a tribute video ready for Gisele Shaw but it
needs her holding the Knockouts Title. She’s working on that.
We get the video, which has some odd audio issues where the
wrestlers’ mouths and voices don’'t quite line up when they say
“Gisele Shaw”. Just a coincidence I'm sure.

Violent By Design is back with a new era. I'm not sure this 1is
important enough to have Amazing Grace playing in the
background.



X-Division Title Tournament Semifinals: Mike Bailey vs. Trey
Miguel

Bailey starts fast with his bouncing kicks before being sent
to the apron for a standoff. Miguel snaps the arm over the
rope, kicks it out, and takes Bailey down with an armbar. Back
up and Bailey fires off some kicks but here is Kenny King to
watch. We take a break and come back with Bailey hitting a
standing shooting star press for two as King 1s at ringside
with a bucket of popcorn.

They trade spinning shots to the face and it’s a double
knockdown. Miguel misses the Meteora but avoids the Ultimate
Weapon and poisonranas Bailey out to the floor. Back up and
Bailey kicks him off the apron, setting up the middle rope
moonsault. The moonsault knees from the apron crushes Miguel
again...and then King sends Miguel into the steps for the DQ at
10:33.

Rating: C+. This one definitely gets points for a creative
ending, as commentary had been talking about how annoyed King
was at losing to Bailey and wanting revenge, but they went
with a less than conventional idea. If nothing else, it means
Bailey won’t be champion and that is a nice relief at this
point. Miguel feels like he is going to be the guy who puts
over someone else to give them the big win, which is more or
less his specialty at this point.

Flashback Moment of the Week: Jordynne Grace b. Taya Valkyrie
to win the Knockouts Title on February 11, 2020.

Jessicka is upset by her loss so Taya Valkyrie and Rosemary
tell her to get mad and crush Tasha Steelz next week.
Rosemary: “EAT HER FACE!” Jessicka: “0k.”

Kenny King saw something in Mike Bailey last week and now he
has seen it again. He’ll be seeing Bailey again soon.

Bhupinder Gujjar vs. G Sharpe




Gujjar dropkicks him into the corner to start but Sharpe
snapmares him down for a basement dropkick. Sharpe grabs a
seated abdominal stretch but Gujjar is right back up with a
Sling Blade. A Samoan drop gets two on Sharpe, who is right
back up with a kick to the head. Gujjar hits a pop up
powerslam into the Gargoyle spear for the pin at 3:54.

Rating: C-. This was just a step above a squash as Sharpe got
in a bit of offense before losing to the obvious. Gujjar 1is
still someone who feels like he is on the verge of moving up
to the next level and he has gotten better over the last few
months. He still needs a bit more polish and something to
fight over, but he’s getting the basics down.

Heath and Rhino are ready for the Major Players. They walk
over to Josh Alexander to warn him that Bully Ray is horrible.

Jessicka has found a self help book that tells her to drink a
lot.

Alisha Edwards comes up to Eddie Edwards, who says he left
Honor No More and now they can be ok. She doesn’t buy that
everything is over though.

Chelsea Green vs. Mickie James

Deonna Purrazzo is here with Green, who takes over on the arm
to start. Mickie switches into a hammerlock and kicks her in
the head for two. A Purrazzo distraction lets Green grab a
Backstabber but more cheating gets caught, meaning Purrazzo is
gone. Green is back up with a lifting Downward Spiral for two
and we hit the quickly broken chinlock. Back up and Mickie
snapmares her down, only to get pulled into the half crab.

That’'s broken up with a kick out to the floor, meaning it’s
time for a slugout on the apron. Green knocks her to the floor
but falls down as well, leaving them both to dive back in.
They slug it out from their knees with Mickie getting the
better of things and grabbing a neckbreaker for two. Green is



sent into the referee though, only to walk into a flapjack.
Cue Purrazzo to interfere but Taylor Wilde comes out to brawl
her to the back. I'm Prettier gives Green two so she goes up
to miss a missile dropkick, allowing James to grab a rollup
pin at 10:35.

Rating: B-. There was a lot going on here but James was in
jeopardy a few times here to make it more interesting. James
continues to roll towards a likely showdown with Jordynne
Grace at Hard To Kill but she isn’t crushing everyone on the
way there. Green had one of her better matches here and had
James in trouble so it was a nice next step in the Last Rodeo.

Steve Maclin goes looking for Scott D’'Amore but finds Tommy
Dreamer instead. Dreamer tells him to chill and be a locker
room leader but Maclin accuses Dreamer of only caring about
himself and Bully Ray. The obvious match is made.

Zicky Dice vs. Bully Ray

Johnny Swinger is here with Zicky Dice and they say GET THE
TABLES. That takes too long though and it’s a Bully Bomb to
finish Dice at 1:10. If you need to push Ray, feed him morons
like these two.

Post match Moose comes in with a low blow to Ray and the spear
sends him through a table.

Sami Callihan has kidnapped a Violent By Design goon and isn't
happy with having interference last week against Eric Young.
So let’s do it one more time, but in a Death Machine Double
Jeopardy match, where you have to make your opponent bleed to
win.

Jordynne Grace is ready for Gisele Shaw.

Chelsea Green leaves, telling Deonna Purrazzo that she 1is
going home.

Here's what’s coming on various shows.



During the break, Bully Ray said he wanted to make his
Overdrive match with Moose a tables match. Sure why not.

Video on Frankie Kazarian’s time in Impact Wrestling, which
doesn’t include a World Champion. Kazarian says he has to win
at Overdrive.

Knockouts Title: Gisele Shaw vs. Jordynne Grace

Shaw, with Jai Vidal, 1is challenging. Grace grabs an early
spinebuster for two but has to kick Vidal in the face for
offering a distraction. That’s enough for Shaw to hammer away
and take over, including some running elbows in the corner.
Grace easily muscles her over with a suplex but gets driven
straight into the corner. Back up and a hard shot drops Shaw
and we take a break.

We come back with Grace winning a slugout and firing off some
slams. Shaw catches her with a kick in the corner though and a
hanging DDT gets two. Grace cuts her off on top though and
hits a superplex into a Jackhammer for two of her own. A
Vertebreaker of all things gives Grace two more and Shaw'’s
neckbreaker gets the same. The running knee misses though and
Grace hits a heck of a powerbomb. The Grace Driver retains the
title at 14:31.

Rating: B. Shaw was a good challenger here and gave Grace a
lot, with Vidal not being much of a factor. They have turned
Grace into an unstoppable force and it is going to take
someone special to get the title off of her. Building up James
for that spot could go very well, but Hard To Kill is a long
way off. They’'ll need someone else in the mean time, but I'm
not sure who that could be.

Post match Masha Slamovich (I had been wondering about her.)
comes out and decks Grace with a chair. A Snow Plow onto some
chairs leaves Graces laying with Slamovich holding up the
title.



We go to the desert, where a bolt of lightning hits a grave.
PCO’s hand pops out to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. This was a weird one as the show was good
but the more I hear about Overdrive, the less interest I have
in seeing anything on the card. There isn’t much worthwhile on
the show and the World Champion was reduced to a cameo here.
There’s nothing wrong with a match built around two stars
colliding with no personal issue, but that feels like the
build to a lot of Alexander’s matches. On the other hand, the
women'’s division is quite good right now and I want to see
where it goes. Plus Joe Hendry is getting a push and that’s a
great thing to see. Nice show, but Overdrive needs to come and

go.

Results

Joe Hendry b. Brian Myers — Standing Ovation

Trey Miguel b. Mike Bailey via DQ when Kenny King interfered
Bhupinder Gujjar b. G Sharpe — Gargoyle spear

Mickie James b. Chelsea Green — Jackknife rollup

Bully b. Zicky Dice — Bully Bomb

Jordynne Grace b. Gisele Shaw — Grace Driver

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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ECW On Sci F1 - February 19,
2008: They Don’t Need A Guest
Star

ECW On Sci Fi

Date: February 19, 2008

Location: Sports Arena, San Diego, California
Attendance: 8,000

Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

We’'re done with No Way Out and on the way to Wrestlemania,
which probably won’t mean much for ECW. Chavo Guerrero
retained the ECW World Title by defeating CM Punk, again, and
that means we need something else on the way to Orlando. I
doubt we get that this week, but you have to start somewhere.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is Ric Flair to get things going with an in-ring
interview with Tazz. After the traditional sucking up, Tazz
congratulates Flair on being the first inductee into the 2008
Hall Of Fame class. Flair says it’s an honor, but being the
first active wrestler to be inducted may be the ultimate
honor. He isn’t going to retire, but he knows that he has to
retire after his next loss. That won’t be happening anytime
soon though, so WOO!

Cue Elijah Burke to interrupt and say he was a Flair fan
growing up. Vince McMahon told him to usher in the new
generation and that is what he’s done, so give him four
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fingers. Cue Shelton Benjamin to interrupt the interrupter and
congratulate Flair for always being the Gold Standard. At
least he was though, because now Benjamin is in that spot.
Flair doesn’t buy their sincerity and says no matter what they
do, they’ll never equal sixteen World Titles. The fight is on
until CM Punk runs in for the save.

Post break Burke and Benjamin aren’t happy. Armando Alejandro
Estrada comes in to make the obvious tag match.

Kofi Kingston vs. Jason Riggs

Riggs’ headlock doesn’t last long as Kingston slips out and
armdrags him into an armbar. Back up and Riggs grabs a slam
into a chinlock, with Kofi fighting up for the double chop.
The double legdrop sets up Trouble In Paradise to give Kofi
the fast pin.

Post match Kofi says he’ll keep winning.

We look at Vince McMahon and JBL destroying Hornswoggle in a
cage on Raw. Finlay carrying Hornswoggle out was a great
visual.

Miz vs. Colin Delaney

John Morrison and Tommy Dreamer are here too. Miz mocks the
heavily bandaged Delaney to start and knocks him into the
corner for the running clothesline. Delaney gets in a few
shots so Morrison offers a distraction. That’s enough to earn
himself an ejection and Delaney grabs a rollup for two. Miz
isn’t having this and Reality Checks him for the pin.

Post match Dreamer goes after Miz but the villains beat down
both Dreamer and Delaney without much trouble.

We look at Maria beating Beth Phoenix to earn the right to be
in Playboy.

Kelly Kelly is proud of Maria and would love to be in Playboy



someday.

Stevie Richards vs. James Curtis

We get another clip of Stevie’s interview from a few weeks ago
and it’s now the third time we’ve heard the same story. Curtis
clotheslines him down and Richards grabs his throat. Said
throat is gone after with a chinlock but Richards kicks him in
the ribs a few times. A running splash in the corner sets up
the StevieT to finish Curtis fast.

Raw Rebound.

CM Punk/Ric Flair vs. Shelton Benjamin/Elijah Burke

Punk and Burke get things going as Joey explains that Flair’s
career is NOT on the line because this is a tag match. At
least that gives us a tiny bit more uncertainty about the
winner. A slam drops Burke early and Flair comes in for the
chops. Burke gets smart by poking him in the eye and Benjamin
comes in, only for Flair to go up top for a DOUBLE SHOT TO THE
VILLAINS and we take a break.

Back with Flair avoiding a charge in the corner and doing a
Flair Flop into the corner for the tag to Punk (that was
cute). House is cleaned but Benjamin shoves off a running
bulldog attempt. The villains start working on the ribs,
including Benjamin hitting a buckle bomb and almost
powerbombing Punk out to the floor (that should have been a
bigger deal). Back in and Punk escapes a powerbomb and hits a
jumping enziguri, allowing the tag back to Flair. Everything
breaks down and Benjamin kicks Flair’s leg out to break up a
suplex. The Elijah Express misses though and Flair Figure
Fours him for the win.

Rating: C. Completely basic match here with a grand total of
almost nothing in the way of doubt about the result. Flair's
next loss 1is going to be a big deal and it isn’t happening to
a pair of pretty midcard names on ECW. It’'s nice to have Flair



in a nothing match like this for a change though, and it isn’t
like Burke losing hurts him in the slightest.

Overall Rating: C-. The show was watchable enough at best and
that’s about all the praise I can give it. The biggest problem
here is that it felt like a nothing show where they just got
in and out without doing anything important. That doesn’t
exactly get us onto the Road to Wrestlemania that well but at
least they didn’t have anything to that badly. Uninteresting
yes, but badly no.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Impact Wrestling - October
27, 2022: 0h Yeah, This Show

Impact Wrestling
Date: October 27, 2022
Location: Sam’s Town Live, Las Vegas, Nevada



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/11/05/impact-wrestling-october-27-2022-oh-yeah-this-show/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/11/05/impact-wrestling-october-27-2022-oh-yeah-this-show/

Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

We are on the way to Overdrive in a few weeks and that means
we need an X-Division Title match. The tournament begins here
with the finals at Overdrive and we should be in for something
good. Other than that, Frankie Kazarian is coming for the
World Title and Josh Alexander will need to deal with him.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Mike Bennett and Matt Taven come in to yell at Scott D’Amore
about everything that has gone badly for them. They don’t want
to be in that kind of situation again, so he fires them.

Opening sequence.

X-Division Title Tournament First Round: Alan Angels vs. Trey
Miguel

They fight over arm control to start with neither being able
to get very far. Angels breaks up a rope walk wristdrag and
Miguel gets kicked outside. Back in and a reverse Sling Blade
gives Angels two but Miguel is back up with a handspring
enziguri. The running knees give Miguel two and Angels’ DDT
out of the corner gets the same.

Miguel slips out of a superplex attempt and it’s the Cheeky
Nandos kick to knock him silly. Angels is fine enough to knock
him him and grab an Octopus hold on the mat, followed by a
frog splash for two. Back up and Miguel kicks him in the face,
setting up the Lightning Spiral for the fast pin at 8:20.

Rating: C+. Impact has long since figured out that the idea of
having an X-Division match open the show is going to work
every time. The fans get behind Miguel, who can fly around
like few others and make you care about him with ease. Other
than that, you have Angels, who is still known enough from AEW
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and fits in well as a first round victim for a bigger star.

Bullet Club comes in to see Bully Ray and Tommy Dreamer
because they think Ray took out Ace Austin last week. Ray
denies it again and Chris Bey vs. Dreamer seems to be set up.
The Club leaves and Dreamer tells Ray to stay away because
he’s why this is happening.

VXT and Gisele Shaw want to get rid of Mickie James and then
get the Knockouts Tag Team Titles back.

Tasha Steelz vs. Rachelle Steele

Savannah Evans is here with Steelz. Steele gets kicked in the
face to start but Steelz grabs the mic, saying she shouldn’t
be in the ring with someone so lame. Evans is told to come in
and take care of this, so Evans hits a clothesline for the DQ
at 1:56. Steelz doesn’t seem to mind.

Post match Evans powerbombs Steele.

The Motor City Machine Guns come up to Heath and Rhino to ask
for the Tag Team Title shot they were promised. Heath and
Rhino tell them to go to management, which works for the Guns.

Post break, the Guns come up to Scott D'Amore but the Major
Players are already there. D'Amore doesn’t want to listen to
the arguing so he makes Shelley vs. Cardona for later tonight.

Tommy Dreamer vs. Chris Bey

Ace Austin is here with Bey. They both miss clotheslines to
start and Bey can’t hit his spinning kick to the face. Cue
Bully Ray to get on the apron to yell at Austin as we take an
early break. Back with Bey hitting a double stomp to the back
and a standing moonsault gets two.

Dreamer’s arm goes into the post and Bey gives it a
Codebreaker, setting up a DDT for two more. Bey gets caught on
top though and here is Moose to yell at Ray. The referee gets



distracted and Moose trips Bey, who thinks it was Ray. The
Death Valley Driver 1is broken up and the Art of Finesse
finishes for Bey at 10:24.

Rating: C. The ending was a huge relief as I was worried they
would have the ECW guys beat the Bullet Club again. I'm not
big on Dreamer in the first place and it would have been way
too far to have he and Ray get wins over these guys in some
combination -over back to back wins. Not a great match, but
it’s all about the storytelling anyway.

Flashback Moment of the Week: Bully Ray b. Sting to retain the
World Title at Slammiversary 2013.

Aussie Open wants the Tag Team Titles so anyone can come get
them next week.

Tommy Dreamer tells Bully Ray to calm down but Ray isn’t going
to do that. He’s tired of no one believing him, including
Dreamer. They’'re good though.

Matt Cardona vs. Alex Shelley

Their respective partners are here too. Cardona jumps him
before the bell and they head outside with an exchange of rams
into the apron. Back in and Shelley works on the arm but
Cardona grabs a neckbreaker for two. The chinlock goes on for
a bit before an elbow to the jaw takes Shelley down again. The
Reboot misses though and they forearm it out. A tornado DDT
gives Shelley two with Myers putting the foot on the rope.

Myers comes in so Sabin kicks him out, leaving Cardona to rake
Shelley’s eye. Radio Silence connects for two and a rollup
with tights gets the same. With nothing else working, Cardona
grabs the Digital Media Title but the referee gets distracted,
allowing Shelley to grab a DDT onto the title for two in a
rather hot near fall. Back up and Myers hits Shelley in the
head with the belt for the pin at 8:43.



Rating: C+. There was a lot packed in here but they made it
work well enough anyway, with both guys keeping up with all of
the quick near falls. The Major Brothers getting the title
shot isn’t a bad idea, though it wouldn’t surprise me to see
this winding up as a triple threat. Entertaining stuff here as
the Major Players are a good team when they get the chance.

Post match the beatdown stays on but Heath and Rhino make the
save.

Rich Swann and Josh Alexander are in the back when Gail Kim
interrupts. She tells Alexander to watch his back and Steve
Maclin jumps him from behind. Frankie Kazarian makes the save.

Post break, Kazarian says he's looking out for Alexander to
make sure Overdrive stays on. Neither of them are looking for
a partner, but they’ll team together against Aussie Open next
week.

Raj Singh vs. Joe Hendry

Before the match, Hendry talks about how this is Las Vegas,
where people lose everything they have every day. Tomorrow,
someone is going to have to tell their wife that they lost the
house, the car and the kid’s college fund...but he saw Joe
Hendry. It’s ok because the wife believes in him too and we
start fast with Hendry taking him down for a pat on the head.
A fireman’s carry faceplant (the Trust Fall) drops Singh, who
makes the mistake of saying Hendry'’s name, making him rise
back up. The Standing Ovation (high spinebuster) gives Hendry
the pin at 1:47.

Eric Young tells Deaner that he’s supposed to learn things.
Now it’s time to beat up beat up Sami Callihan.

We get a sitdown interview with Eddie Edwards, who says Honor
No More is no more. Eddie still believes that there is no
honor in this company but there are still problems. Like PCO.



Here’'s what’s coming on upcoming shows.

VXT/Gisele Shaw vs. Mickie James/Jordynne Grace/Taylor Wilde

Green rolls away from James to start so it’'s off to Shaw
instead. James runs her over with a shoulder and it’s off to
Purrazzo to power Wilde down. Wilde kicks Purrazzo’s leg out
and tilt-a-whirl slams Green for two. Everything breaks down
and the heroes clear the ring as we take a break.

Back with Green taking Wilde down and hammering away before
Shaw fires off some knees to the face. Wilde gets away without
much trouble and the hot tag brings in James to clean house.
That lasts for all of ten seconds before Shaw gets in a cheap
shot to take James down in the corner. Shaw grabs a chinlock
before Shaw grabs a chinlock, only to have James fight up with
a clothesline.

The real hot tag brings in Grace to clean house, including a
spinebuster for two on Purrazzo. Everything breaks down but
James gets driven back into the corner. A powerbomb/something
like a Blockbuster combination gets two on James and Grace
runs Shaw over for touching the Knockouts Title. Back inside
and James DDTs Green for the pin at 15:17.

Rating: C+. They kept things moving here with a longer match
than I would have guessed. James is probably on her way to a
huge showdown with Jordynne Grace, maybe at Hard To Kill, and
she might have to go through the rest of VXT to get there.
Good main event here, as Grace and James are turning into some
of the bigger stars in the whole company.

Overall Rating: C+. Overdrive isn’t exactly looking great so
far but they are doing some good stuff on the way there. That
is the kind of thing that you do not get to see very often but
they are managing to pull it off. There were some good enough
matches on this one, though the Bully Ray/Tommy Dreamer stuff
is still dragging a lot of the rest down.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

ECW On Sci Fi — February 12,
2008

ECW On Sci Fi

Date: February 12, 2008

Location: Toyota Center, Houston, Texas
Attendance: 14,307

Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

The now seemingly never ending feud between Chavo Guerrero and
CM Punk continues after Punk knocked Guerrero into the Gulf of
Mexico last week. We are still on the way to their next match
at No Way Out and odds are Guerrero is going to do something
to get back at Punk this week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at last week’'s Gulf Of Mexico match.

Opening sequence.
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Here is Chavo Guerrero to get things going. He stands before
you, lucky to be alive, as CM Punk threw him into the Gulf Of
Mexico and he can’t even swim! Now he has a HORRIBLE sinus
infection, plus some pink spots on his throat. He’s had
migraines too and these TV lights are making it worse. When he
was in the water, he was stung by a jellyfish!

But he is a Mexican warrior so he’ll defend the ECW Title
against Punk TONIGHT. Cue Armando Alejandro Estrada to say
that while he is proud of Chavo, he can’t let that match
happen. Chavo is still sick, but Punk can have a warmup match
tonight...against Mark Henry. Works for Chavo!

We look at Stevie Richards’ sitdown interview last week where
he talks about wanting to come back from his latest surgery.
This was a great way to build sympathy for him and it worked
well.

Stevie Richards vs. Rory Fox

Richards grabs a headlock to start before taking Fox down for
a kick to the chest/back each. A big boot and a double
underhook DDT finishes Fox in a hurry, leaving Richards
looking very pleased.

Video on Mark Henry.

Kelly Kelly vs. Lavyla

Lena Yada is here with Layla, who takes Kelly down with a
headscissors to start. Kelly fights up but gets knocked into
the corner as Tazz tries to talk about their looks without
sounding creepy and not quite making it work. Layla starts in
on the arm, including legdrops and an armbar to mix things up
a bit. Kelly breaks it up and manages a high crossbody for
two, followed by a Fameasser for the pin.

Rating: C-. I don’t think it’s anys ecret that this crop of
women weren’t exactly great in the ring but they did seem to



be trying. Having a match that was just under four minutes and
could have been far worse isn’t the worst result and they do
seem to be getting more comfortable in the ring. Keep working
on that and see just how far they can take things.

Kofi Kingston vs. Mike Knox

Kofi picks up the pace to start but can’t quite take the much
bigger Knox down. He can however monkey flip Knox, who comes
back with a shot to the face. Knox stomps him down in the
corner as we do get a KOFI chant, though I'm not sure if
enough people seem to be cheering it to reach that volume
level. Kofi fights up and hits a kick to the face and the
double legdrop. The spinning kick to the head finishes Knox
off.

Rating: C. Another basic but effective match here as Kofi is
starting to establish more of a style. He has a long way to
go, but beating some slightly more difficult competition like
Knox is a good thing. Knox hasn’t been a big deal in awhile,
but beating someone who used to be a bigger deal is better
than beating someone who has never been anything.

No Way Out rundown.

John Morrison vs. Tommy Dreamer

Miz and Colin Delaney are the seconds and the villains handle
Dreamer and Delaney’s entrances in a rather negative way.
Dreamer takes him down to start and sends things outside to
keep up the beating. Miz grabs the foot though and Dreamer
gets to crash out to the floor.

Back in and Morrison grabs a seated abdominal stretch before
switching to the classic idea of punching him in the face.
Dreamer avoids a charge though and Morrison crotches himself
on the rope. After knocking Miz off the apron, Dreamer walks
into Morrison’s springboard spinning kick to the face. The
flipping neckbreaker is broken up though and Dreamer’s DDT



finishes Morrison off.

Rating: C. It’s still low level stuff, but Delaney having any
kind of a friend is a good thing and gives his story a better
future. Sometimes that’s all you need and is has given the
story a new life. Delaney takes a good beating and that can
get him pretty far, with the obvious tag match being the big
endgame from here.

Post match Miz and Morrison beat down Delaney and Dreamer.
Mark Henry says this is going to be a funeral.

CM Punk vs. Mark Henry

Chavo Guerrero comes out to watch. Punk slugs away and 1is
promptly run over with a hard shoulder. The big elbow drop
misses but Henry throws him down without any trouble. Henry
posts him hard and then chokes inside for the DQ.

Post match Punk kicks Henry to the floor and gives Chavo the
GTS to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. You can see the stories that they are
putting together around here and while that is a good thing,
it would be nice if the stories were a bit more interesting.
The nothing women’s feud and a Tommy Dreamer mentor story are
only going to get so far. At the same time it’s still CM Punk
vs. Chavo Guerrero as the top feud. How far is that supposed
to get you? Watchable enough show, but they still need
something interesting.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND
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Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Impact Wrestling - October
20, 2022: Honor No More

Impact Wrestling

Date: October 20, 2022

Location: Albany Armory, Albany, New York
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

We’'re still coming out of Bound For Glory and that means it is
time to start getting ready for whatever the next monthly
special is going to be. In this case, that means Frankie
Kazarian is going to cash in his X-Division Title for a World
Title shot against Josh Alexander. That is likely going to
mean some competition for the vacant title and it might start
tonight. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

The Bullet Club goes to see Ace Austin but find him down in
the parking lot. Tommy Dreamer is here but denies everything.

Opening sequence.

Tommy Dreamer/Bully Ray vs. Bullet Club

It’s Chris Bey/Juice Robinson here, with Robinson putting on
his wrist tape on the way to the ring (as he is replacing
Austin). Dreamer sends Bey to the apron to start but it's
quickly off to Robinson to stomp Ray down in the corner. Some
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rapid fire chops in the corner have Robinson in trouble of his
own but he comes back with the snap jabs to Dreamer. Bey comes
back in and tries the Art of Finesse but gets reversed into a
cutter. The hot tag brings in Ray as there are a lot of empty
seats directly across from the camera. Robinson plants Ray
with a spinebuster but it’s the Bully Bomb to give Ray the pin
at 6:21.

Rating: C-. Yeah of course the ECW guys went over. I have no
idea why this is any sort of a surprise, Bully push or no
Bully push. If you need to do something like this, put Johnny
Swinger and Zicky Dice out there instead of, you know, THE
FREAKING BULLET CLUB. I'm sure Ray will continue to get a big
focus because Impact, but egads do they have to put the ECW
guys over people with major potential?

Post match, Ray says some nice things to Bey. He’'s a sweet
gquy.

Heath and Rhino are ready to win the Tag Team Titles.

In the back, Tommy Dreamer wants to know that Bully Ray did
not lay out Ace Austin. Of course not, as he was a minute
ahead of Dreamer, so how would he have had a chance? Moose
comes in to say Ray is once a scumbag and always a scumbag.
Dreamer wants Moose thrown out but Moose says if he attacked
Austin, you would have known.

Mia Yim vs. Taylor Wilde

They trade armdrags to start and try stereo dropkicks, leaning
us with a standoff. Wilde pulls her into an armbar but Yim is
back up with a basement dropkick to put Wilde in a good bit
more trouble. We take a break and come back with Yim getting
two off a clothesline and getting frustrated at the kickout.

A bow and arrow has Wilde in more trouble but she manages to
block Eat Defeat. Some rollups give Wilde two each and Yim is
frustrated but she still can’t hit Eat Defeat. Back up and the



Wilde Ride, a bridging German suplex is enough to give Wilde
the rather upsetting pin at 12:51.

Rating: C. Wilde is one of those people who has been around
for a long time, or at least was around a long time ago, and
that’s about it. She’'s perfectly passable in the ring and
seems to be the next person in line for Mickie James. On the
other hand you have Yim, who is on her way out of the
promotion and is putting people over as she leaves. That
doesn’t make for much of a match but it could have been worse.

Post match Mickie James comes out to praise Wilde. The
challenge is...not on as VXT and Gisele Shaw come in for the
beatdown. Jordynne Grace makes the real save.

Post break the six Knockout tag challenge is sent out.

Jason Hotch vs. Joe Hendry

This seems to be the result of Hendry taking Hotch’s Call Your
Shot spot and almost his girlfriend. Before the match, Hendry
thinks these people believe in him and then shoulders Hotch
down. A suplex drops Hotch again and the spinebuster gives
Hendry the pin at 1:58. Better than the fall away slam.

Flashback Moment of the Week: Chris Sabin b. Bully Ray to win
the World Title via Option C.

Here 1is Scott D'Amore to accept the X-Division Title from
Frankie Kazarian in exchange for a World Title shot. Kazarian
comes out and hands over the title, with D’Amore saying there
is no turning back. There will be an eight man title
tournament starting, with the finals taking place at
Overdrive. Kazarian talks about winning his first X-Division
Title back in 2004 and how important it was to him.

Since then, he has gotten married and had a son, but he still
feels unfulfilled. He has looked at the names of former
champions and while there are legends, there are people he is



better than and that isn’t ok. The title cash-in is official
so here is Steve Maclin to jump him from behind. Cue Josh
Alexander for the save though and the good guys stand tall.
Kazarian vs. Alexander is cool, but it makes me wonder why
they couldn’t have cut Ray out and done the same story with
Kazarian, minus the X-Division Title.

Eddie Edwards arrives and Honor No More wants to know his
decision. He tells them, and his wife Alisha, that they’ll
find out what he’s doing.

Frankie Kazarian isn’t happy with Josh Alexander for saving
him. If he needed a partner, they would be here. For now
though, don’'t trust Bully Ray.

Eric Young vs. Rich Swann

Deaner 1is here with Young. Swann jumps him to start but gets
dropped with the wheelbarrow neckbreaker. Young takes it to
the mat and grabs a chinlock but Swann is back up with a kick
to the head. The piledriver is blocked and Swann grabs a
handspring cutter. A Deaner distraction looks to set up the
piledriver but Swann reverses into a rollup for the pin at
3:12.

Rating: C. This was too short to mean much but it’'s a good
sign that Young and company could be heading down the ladder.
Honor No More continues to be little more than annoying but at
least they’re losing more often these days. Swann is someone
who feels like he could move up the ladder again, but we could
be waiting a bit before that actually takes place.

Post match one of the yellow hoodied guys runs in to help with
the Swann beatdown but Sami Callihan pops in for the save.

The Major Brothers are back and they want the Tag Team Titles.
Here are the brackets for the X-Division Title tournament:

Black Taurus



Laredo Kid

Yuyu Uemura
PJ Black

Alan Angels
Trey Miguel

Kenny King
Mike Bailey

Tag Team Titles: Honor No More vs. Heath/Rhino

Heath and Rhino are challenging. Rhino runs Bennett over to
start and hits a clothesline to the floor. Heath comes in and
pounds on Bennett in the corner and a double elbow drops him
again. It's off to Taven to knock Rhino into the corner to
take over and the alternating stomping begins. The champs do
the fake tag thing to stomp on Rhino’s knee, with a big shot
getting two as we take a break.

Back with Rhino still in trouble and Taven grabbing a Russian
legsweep. Rhino fights out of trouble and brings Heath back in
to start the comeback. Bennett’s discus elbow gets two on
Heath and everyone is down for a bit. Cue the rest of Honor No
More (minus Eddie Edwards), allowing Maria to throw
powder...into Bennett’s face by mistake. The Wake Up Call drops
Bennett and Rhino Gores Maria by mistake, setting up another
Wake Up Call to finish Taven for the pin and the titles at
13:32.

Rating: C+. With most of Honor No More already showing up in
AEW, there was about as little drama here as you could have
had. It was more a matter of waiting to find out who the next
challengers would be to find the next champions and this
worked well for a feel good moment. Heath and Rhino have gone
from a joke team in WWE to a pretty legitimate team and it’s
nice to see them getting another moment after a story that
took time to set up.



Post match here is Eddie Edwards, with the fans telling him
that he got beat. Alisha has given him an ultimatum to either
get rid of Honor No More or save her marriage. The question is
whether Honor No More is worth saving, because he sees failure
after failure. Eddie asks if the team is loyal to the cause,
focusing on PCO. Edwards: “PCO IS NOTHING BUT A B****!” That's
too far for PCO, who wrecks everyone, including Vincent and
Edwards, to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. So that’s it for Honor No More and I'm not
sure what to think of them. The team was only so good in the
first place and then they fell pretty far down the ladder.
They only won the Tag Team Titles and then lost their big
match at Bound For Glory, so what else were they supposed to
do? Other than that, this show continues to lean into the ECW
guys getting another run. It’'s probably because they’re in the
northeast again and apparently nothing else has happened in
the history of wrestling in the last twenty one years so ECW
stars again it is. Lucky us.

Results

Bully Ray/Tommy Dreamer b. Bullet Club — Bully Bomb to
Robinson

Taylor Wilde b. Mia Yim — Wilde Ride

Joe Hendry b. Jason Hotch — Spinebuster

Rich Swann b. Eric Young — Rollup

Heath/Rhino b. Honor No More — Wake Up Call to Taven

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
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wrestling headline needs.
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