
AEW Dynamite – June 25, 2025:
Of  All  The  Dynamites  I’ve
Seen, This Is The Most Recent
Dynamite
Date: June 25, 2025
Location: ShoWare Center, Kent, Washington
Commentators: Excalibur, Taz, Ian Riccaboni

The road to All In is getting rather short and that means it
is time to fill up the rest of the card. With the top of the
show mostly set, there is still a lot that needs to be done.
There is a good chance that we’ll get a lot of it done this
week, hopefully with the action to back it up on the way.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Mercedes Mone jumps Toni Storm and Luther in the back and they
come into the arena. Mone calls her a stupid little b****,
setting up the Bank Statement. Mina Shirakawa makes the save.

The Young Bucks move Swerve Strickland and Will Ospreay’s
match to now instead of in the second hour.

Will Ospreay/Swerve Strickland vs. Lee Johnson/Blake Christian

Ospreay runs to the ring with his boots half laced, taping his
wrist and putting his elbow pad on. Strickland is at least a
bit more put together as Ospreay and Christian start things
off. Christian charges into a boot in the corner and a double
big boot drops Johnson. The Phenomenal Forearm is loaded up
but cue the Young Bucks for a distraction, allowing Christian
to knock Ospreay to the floor.

We take a break and come back with Christian giving Ospreay
the strutting Old School wristdrag. Ospreay fights out of
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trouble  without  much  of  a  problem  and  hands  it  off  to
Strickland to clean house. Chasing The dragon drops Christian
and the House Call gives Strickland the pin at 9:25.

Rating: C+. The idea here was that the new kind of friends
were caught off guard by the match (which they were having but
had earlier than expected) but then they just had a pretty run
of the mill match. Johnson and Christian were never putting
them in any danger and the only issue was when the Bucks
offered a distraction. It was a fine idea but didn’t really
make anything different.

Post match Ospreay and Strickland have to be held back from
the Bucks so they get back inside the ring. Strickland is
tired of dealing with the Bucks and suggests a tag match at
All In. Ospreay wants to up the stakes, with the Bucks’ Vice
Presidencies  on  the  line.  Then  Strickland  dives  onto  the
security and the good guys stand tall. So the Bucks are going
to insist Ospreay and Strickland put up something too right?

We look at the return of Kota Ibushi last week.

The Bucks suspend Strickland for the week. The Don Callis
Family comes in and they both want Kazuchika Okada to win at
All In. And to hurt Kenny Omega of course. Okada and Konosuke
Takeshita have a staredown and the fans approve.

Kota Ibushi vs. Trent Beretta

They go up against the ropes to start before Ibushi takes him
to the mat to work on the arm. Trent sends him outside for a
running cheap shot from Rocky Romero. Back in and Ibushi grabs
a powerslam, followed by a standing moonsault for two. Trent
is  right  back  with  a  running  knee  into  a  Gotch  style
piledriver  for  two  of  his  own.  Ibushi  snaps  off  some
snapdragons and traps the arms to set up a jumping stomp to
the chest. The big knee to the face finishes for Ibushi at
7:22.



Rating: B-. Well Ibushi is back and he was….fine. It was the
same kind of match that a lot of people on this show, even
down to the knee to the face for the finisher. I’ve never
found Ibushi even remotely special in AEW and that was on full
display  again  here.  I  don’t  dislike  him  but  there’s  just
nothing about him that makes me care. Even repeatedly hitting
Beretta in the face. Now if he had done that to Romero, we
might be getting somewhere.

Post match Kazuchika Okada comes out for a staredown but walks
away without getting physical.

Jon Moxley talks about how Hangman Page has lost who he is.
Page has talked about how he isn’t special and that makes
Moxley sick. Moxley wants Page to reach out and grab what he
deserves. At All In, Page will see what a real World Champion
looks like.

Ricochet interrupts AR Fox and suggests that Fox join his new
team. Say tonight, against Jet Speed? Fox is a bit anxious,
but he’s in.

Ricochet/AR Fox vs. Jet Speed

Knight and Ricochet start, with the latter wanting Fox to
watch and learn. This leaves Ricochet caught between both
Knight and Bailey for some double teaming. Bailey is sent
outside for a big running flip dive from Fox though and the
villains (or the team with a villain) take over. Back in and
Fox hits a clothesline to drop Knight but Fox and Ricochet are
sent to the floor. Stereo dives take them out and we take a
break.

We come back with Ricochet trying to talk his way out of
trouble,  leaving  Fox  to  get  kicked  in  the  face.  Bailey’s
running shooting star press hits Fox for two as everything
breaks  down.  Fox  grabs  the  rolling  Downward  Spiral  but
Ricochet drops to the floor rather than tag. Knight drops Fox
and hits the spinning frog splash for the pin at 9:40.



Rating: C+. Jet Speed hasn’t been around very long and they’re
a fine enough team, though I’m still not wild on Bailey. There
is nothing that makes me want to see him and pairing him with
the  talented  Knight  isn’t  it.  Other  than  that,  Ricochet
turning his back on someone he had been paired with for less
than ten minutes makes sense for him, as he has to find the
perfect partner.

Post match Jet Speed say they want to rescue the Tag Team
Titles. Knight sings part of MVP’s WWE theme song and says
they want the titles at All In. The Hurt Syndicate comes in to
take them out. The beating goes on for awhile until Jet Speed
is sent through a table. With that out of the way, MVP has the
Hurt Syndicate’s music played and they go to the ring. MVP
says if Jet Speed can get up, they can have the title match at
All In.

MJF gets the mic and MVP has to tell the crowd to be quiet.
Next  week,  MJF  is  in  a  qualifying  match  for  the  Casino
Gauntlet match all All In. MJF says hit their music but here
is Mark Briscoe to interrupt instead. Briscoe doesn’t want to
hear MJF talk all night and the producer told him to get MJF
out of here because we have stuff to get to. MJF doesn’t care
because unlike Briscoe, they are actually stars.

These people can relate to Briscoe because they grew up ugly
and poor. Briscoe loses if he gets in, so go back to Delaware
and  pick  up  chicken  s***.  Briscoe  talks  about  MJF  going
through a lot as a child so the Word Of The Day is empathy.
Maybe MJF is trying to overcompensate for having a tiny kosher
pickle for thirty years. MVP cuts MJF off and yes, we get a
KOSHER PICKLE chant. So the Syndicate will get out so Briscoe
can lose in peace. I like Briscoe vs. MJF, but Jet Speed
getting the title shot at the biggest show of the year makes
my head hurt.

Casino Gauntlet Qualifying Match: Mark Briscoe vs. Bandido vs.
Roderick Strong vs. Konosuke Takeshita



The winner is the #1 entrant and Bandido’s Ring Of Honor World
Title isn’t on the line. Taz tries to make this a four way
international deal before realizing there are two Americans
and having to stop himself. Takeshita shoulders Bandido down
to start and gets nowhere so they go outside. Strong punches
Briscoe out of the air but Briscoe is back up with an apron
Blockbuster to Bandido. Strong drops Briscoe again though and
we take a break.

Back  with  Strong  giving  Briscoe  a  nice  dropkick  into  a
backbreaker but getting clotheslined by Bandido. That means an
Undertaker situp from Bandido but Takeshita shoves him off the
top. Briscoe misses the Froggy Bow and gets rolled up for two,
leaving Takeshita to kick Strong in the face. Bandido and
Briscoe both hit something off the top, with Briscoe decking
Bandido and covering Takeshita for two.

Takeshita breaks up the 21 Plex and German suplexes Bandido
and Briscoe at the same time. Strong makes a save of his own
but  charges  into  Takeshita’s  Blue  Thunder  Bomb  for  two.
Bandido is back in with the X Knee to Takeshita and a German
suplex sends him to the floor. Strong knees Bandido in the
face and hits End Of Heartache but Briscoe drops the Froggy
Bow for the pin at 11:04.

Rating: B. They were starting to roll near the end there and
they had a bonus of not having the champion take the fall.
Briscoe  getting  the  first  spot  in  the  match  is  at  least
something for him to do and now we get to see who else is in
the match. Good, fun match here though and it’s nice to see
Briscoe do something other than losing for a change.

Adam Cole issues an open challenge to any member of the Don
Callis Family for Collision.

Casino Gauntlet Qualifying Match: Kris Statlander vs. Athena
vs. Willow Nightingale vs. Thunder Rosa

The  winner  is  the  #1  entrant  and  Athena’s  Ring  Of  Honor



Women’s Title isn’t on the line. Statlander sends Athena into
a boot to the head from Rosa, who sunset flips Statlander for
two. Athena snaps off a headscissors to Statlander and we get
a Tower Of Doom less than two minutes in.

We take a break and come back Rosa running over Athena a few
times  before  Nightingale  Death  Valley  Drivers  Athena.
Statlander faceplants Rosa at the same time, leaving us with
Statlander vs. Nightingale. They forearm it out until Athena
breaks it up, earning herself a double suplex. Rosa is back in
to send them both down before faceplanting Athena. Back up and
Athena orders Billie Starkz (her Minion) to get the title but
gets sent into the steps.

Athena is fine enough to suplex Rosa off the steps but cue
Marina Shafir to distract Nightingale. Cue Wheeler Yuta to
jump Nightingale, who Pounces the heck out of him. That’s
enough of a distraction for Staturday Night Fever to finish
Nightingale and give Statlander the pin at 10:47.

Rating:  B-.  Again,  at  least  they  didn’t  pin  the  champ.
Statlander vs. Nightingale continues to be one of the more
interesting feuds in the women’s division and it doesn’t seem
like we’re close to wrapping it up. As a bonus, it seems that
we are going to be seeing Athena vs. Thunder Rosa at Supercard
Of  Honor,  assuming  they  bother  advertising  anything  in
advance.

Video on Nick Wayne and Christian Cage wanting the Tag Team
Titles.

FTR isn’t happy with the Outrunners for chasing them off on
Collision.  Stokely  Hathaway  wants  to  deal  with  this  and
suggests a tag match on Collision this week.

Hangman Page vs. The Beast Mortos

Page works on the arm to start and a running shoulder just
annoys  Mortos.  Instead  Mortos  hits  some  running  corner



clotheslines  but  Page  hits  one  of  his  own.  A  triangle
clothesline  sends  Mortos  outside  and  a  fall  away  has  him
crashing into the corner as we take a break. Back with both of
them missing a clothesline until Page’s connects for two.
Page’s sitout powerbomb gets two but he misses the moonsault
out to the floor. Mortos runs him over and grabs the pop up
Samoan drop for two back inside. Page gets in a shot of his
own  though,  setting  up  a  discus  lariat  into  the  Buckshot
Lariat for the pin at 9:52.

Rating: C+. This was a bit of a weird choice for the main
event, as while it was smart to get Page on the show, it
didn’t feel important in any way. Page continues to win on the
way to the pay per view, though it’s a good example of a match
that could have been done in about four minutes. Otherwise, it
was just keeping things going to extend the show’s run time.

Post match the lights go out and here are the Young Bucks to
give Page the EVP Trigger. Cue the Death Riders so Jon Moxley
can choke Page with a chain. The Opps run in with chairs and
Will Ospreay joins them to chase the Death Riders off. Moxley
promises to show the world what a real World Champion looks
like to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. It wasn’t quite the same as last week
(which  would  be  far  from  a  fair  comparison)  but  instead
focused on All In. The show is starting to fill out and we can
see most of what is coming there. They added a title match and
gave us the first entrants in the Casino Gauntlet matches. It
might not be the most interesting show on its own, but it
checked some things off of the All In list.

Results
Will Ospreay/Swerve Strickland b. Lee Johnson/Blake Christian
– House Call to Christian
Kota Ibushi b. Trent Beretta – Knee to the face
Jet Speed b. Ricochet/AR Fox – Spinning frog splash to Fox
Mark  Briscoe  b.  Roderick  Strong,  Bandido  and  Konosuke



Takeshita  –  Froggy  Bow  to  Strong
Kris Statlander b. Athena, Willow Nightingale and Thunder Rosa
– Staturday Night Fever to Nightingale
Hangman Page b. The Beast Mortos – Buckshot Lariat

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Collision – August 3, 2024:
Out Of Time (Slot)
Collision
Date: August 3, 2024
Location: Esports Stadium Arlington, Arlington, Texas
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness

We’re still in Texas with the Arlington residency and things
have gone well enough so far. This show is coming off a
Dynamite which wasn’t as eventful as recent weeks but that
doesn’t mean things are going to be weaker this time around.
Hopefully it can follow the successful Collision formula so
let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Here is the Patriarchy, with Christian Cage holding all of the
belts, to get things going. Cage tells the fans to shut up
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while he conducts his business and can’t wait to get on his
private plane to get out of here. He brags about winning the
Trios Titles, which are a vehicle to get to the World Title.
They aren’t belts but rather titles, because a belt holds your
pants up or beats an unruly child. For now though, it is time
to present the Patriarchy with their titles.

Nick Wayne is a prodigy and Killswitch is Cage’s finisher….but
Killswitch didn’t give birth to a prodigy, so Mother Wayne
gets his belt instead. Killswitch grabs Cage but here is the
House Of Black to interrupt. Cage only sees two of them so no,
they  can’t  be  #1  contenders.  Cage  thinks  they  want  some
fatherly  advice  but  the  lights  go  out  and  here  is  Buddy
Matthews to chase the Patriarchy off. Cue the Bang Bang Gang
to cut them off and Kip Sabian sends Nick back inside for the
beating. They’re teasing things with Cage and Luchasaurus and
the fans are right there with them for it.

Dustin Rhodes and the Von Erichs talk about their partnership
and families’ history. Sammy Guevara comes in to say he wants
to team with them and earn their trust because they’re Texas
legends. Dustin shakes his hand.

Mistico/Hologram vs. Premiere Athletes

Yes they have Mistico, no they didn’t announce him in any
major  way  in  advance  and  yes  they  are  using  him  to  get
Hologram over. Hologram takes Daivari down to start and snaps
off a hurricanrana into a dropkick to keep Daivari in trouble.
It’s off to Mistico for a springboard high crossbody into
something like Silly String. The luchadors tease dives but get
in a stereo pose instead.

We take a break and come back with Mistico fighting out of a
chinlock and hitting the double handspring elbow to drop the
Athletes. It’s back to Hologram to pick up the pace with a
hammerlock faceplant getting two on Daivari. Nese is back in
with his pumphandle driver for two on Hologram with Mistico



making the save. Hologram dives onto Mark Sterling (the fans
approve) and Mistico hits a springboard missile dropkick on
Nese. Hologram hits a big rope walk flip dive (taking out
Mistico as well), setting up a 450 to finish Daivari at 9:40.

Rating: B-. The match was the fun stuff you would expect but
my goodness it boggles my mind that this is the best they can
do with Mistico. You do not get someone of his caliber very
often  and  this  is  the  best  they  have  for  him?  At  least
announce him a bit more in advance to draw some kind of an
audience with what you have there. Also, maybe don’t try to
get your new luchador over with the biggest luchador in the
world right now.

We look at Bryan Danielson not being pleased with Jeff Jarrett
and setting up their match on Dynamite.

Mariah May comes out for commentary during Toni Storm’s match
but here is Storm to dive onto May for the brawl (McGuinness:
“SHE’S GONE FULL NORMA DESMOND!”).

Toni Storm vs. Rache Chanel

Chanel uses the distraction to jump Storm, who hits the Hip
Attack and Storm Zero for the pin at 57 seconds.

Kyle Fletcher talks about his friendship with Will Osprey,
which is why he stood up to MJF.

We look at MJF coming to CMLL for an American Title defense.

Kyle Fletcher vs. Brian Cage

Don Callis is on commentary. They fight over a lockup to start
with Cage kneeing him down but getting sent to the floor. The
big dive takes him out again as Callis praises Fletcher (and
himself) as much as he can. They go to the ramp for a running
cannonball from Fletcher as we take a break. Back with Cage
slamming him off the top but the Drill Claw (Callis: “This
move  scares  me.”)  is  countered  into  a  small  package.



Fletcher’s piledriver finishes at 6:01. Not enough shown to
rate, but how in the world does a six minute match need a
break?

Post match Fletcher challenges MJF to put the title on the
line in their match. MJF pops up on screen and says he doesn’t
like Fletcher’s accent so let’s make it an eliminator match
instead. This sends us to a break, maybe five minutes after we
came back from the previous break.

Bryan Danielson is having Wheeler Yuta go after his neck in
training because he knows Swerve Strickland is coming for it
at All In.

Jay Lethal and company cut off Jeff Jarrett, who says no one
got what they wanted but he’s ready for Bryan Danielson on
Dynamite. Danielson needs to get ready for Swerve Strickland
so let’s make it anything goes.

Claudio Castagnoli vs. Tomohiro Ishii vs. Lee Moriarty

For a Continental Title shot and Shane Taylor is here with
Moriarty. They do the circle strike to start with Moriarty
being shouldered down, leaving Ishii and Castagnoli to trade
shoulders. Moriarty is back in with a dropkick to both of them
but Castagnoli stomps him down in the corner. Back up and
Moriarty dropkicks him out to the floor, setting up the dive
as we take a break.

We come back with an exchange of German suplexes and everyone
is down. Castagnoli and Ishii are both up to slug it out until
Castagnoli Swings Moriarty. Ishii is back in but gets rolled
up by Moriarty. Castagnoli makes a save and slugs it out with
Ishii again. Moriarty rolls both of them up and gets the
Border  City  Stretch  on  Ishii,  who  has  to  make  the  rope.
Castagnoli plants Moriarty so Ishii makes a save of his own,
leaving Castagnoli to uppercut Moriarty for the pin at 10:31.

Rating: B-. That’s a very AEW style of booking: taking three



people, putting them into a random #1 contenders match and
having the new Ring Of Honor champion take the fall. It’s
another  example  of  not  being  able  to  take  Ring  Of  Honor
seriously and I have no idea why Moriarty needed to be in
there. Was there really not a non-champion available to do the
job?

Top  Flight,  now  with  Leila  Grey  as  their  attendant,  is
interrupted by the MxM Collection. They don’t like Grey’s gear
and pose.

Thunder Rosa vs. Taya Valkyrie

Johnny TV is here with Taya. An early TV distraction lets Taya
jump her to start and the rope choking is on. Taya stomps away
and kicks her in the back but Rosa is up with a running corner
clothesline. The sliding lariat sends Taya outside and we take
a break. Back with Rosa unloading with forearms on Taya and
scoring with some dropkicks. Taya strikes away but gets double
stomped for two. Johnny pulls Taya out and the distraction
lets Taya score with a spear for two. Rosa dropkicks Johnny
through the ropes and pulls Taya into the seated cobra clutch
for the win at 7:50.

Rating: C+. Another match where they didn’t get to really
showcase that much because of the break in the middle but Rosa
gets to look good again, this time in victory. She’s done well
since her return but losing to Deonna Purrazzo all the time
isn’t helping things. For now though, a win over a nae who has
been around for a good while should only help her.

Post match Rosa calls out Deonna Purrazzo, who mocks Rosa for
all of her losses. Rosa issues the challenge for a Texas
Bullrope match next week.

Darby  Allin/FTR/Mark  Briscoe  vs.  Beast  Mortos/Undisputed
Kingdom

Harwood and Strong start things off with Harwood grabbing a



headlock. That doesn’t last long as Strong is back up with
some chops but Harwood armdrags him into an armbar. Wheeler
comes in to grab a hammerlock and the good guys get to take
turns on the arm. Strong manages a quick shot though and it’s
off to Bennett to chop it out with Harwood. Taven comes in to
take  over  on  Briscoe,  who  quickly  brainbusters  him  for  a
breather.

It’s off to Allin for a headlock into a cradle for two as the
fast tags continue. Mortos comes in (the fans approve) to drop
Wheeler with a clothesline. Briscoe tries to go after Mortos
but the referee holds him back, leaving Wheeler to chop it out
with Strong. Wheeler gets dropkicked to the floor for the big
beatdown as we take a break. Back with Wheeler hitting a
middle rope bulldog for a needed breather. Strong is smart
enough  to  take  out  Wheeler’s  partners  but  the  tag  brings
Briscoe in a few seconds later anyway.

Briscoe gets to clean house but has to slip out of the Proton
pack. A Razor’s Edge/neckbreaker combination into the Froggy
Bow gets two on Taven with Strong making the save. Mortos hits
a huge suicide dive, followed by a twisting Swanton for two on
Harwood. Strong comes back in but Harwood gets in a double
clothesline for the double knockdown.

Bennett  Death  Valley  Drivers  Briscoe  on  the  apron  as
everything breaks down. Mortos strikes away at Harwood until
another double knockdown allows the tag back to Allin. House
is quickly cleaned as Briscoe and Mortos knock each other down
on the floor. Strong gets sent into the barricade but Taven
lets go of the Hail Mary to go after Wheeler for some reason.
Allin  breaks  up  another  Hail  Mary  attempt  before  he  and
Wheeler  hit  stereo  suicide  dives.  The  PowerPlex  into  the
Froggy Bow into the Coffin Drop finishes Taven at 18:56.

Rating: B. This was a heck of a match with everyone looking
good in the process, with Allin getting the pin to slowly
build him up for the title match in nearly two months. In



theory Mortos is the next challenger to Briscoe, who wanted to
fight Mortos here, but it wasn’t exactly a focus. FTR going
after the ROH Tag Team Titles would feel like a waste, but
then again the titles don’t quite have much in the way of a
status anyway right now.

Post match Harwood grabs the mic to say how much he loves
everything here and calls his team the heart and soul of AEW.
Cue the Acclaimed to say not so fast because FTR wasn’t in
Blood & Guts last week. They don’t care about FTR’s legacy
because the Acclaimed is the real heart and soul around here.
The challenge is made for the tag match but Mark Briscoe
breaks  it  up,  saying  this  is  what  the  Young  Bucks  want.
Harwood extends his hand but Billy Gunn won’t let it happen.
Gunn and the Acclaimed leave to end the show.

Overall  Rating:  B-.  That  was  certainly  a  Collision,  with
little that mattered and the big story being a match that we
already knew about being turned into the dreaded Eliminator
Match. Oh and Jeff Jarrett vs. Bryan Danielson is now anything
goes. As usual, Collision needs a bit more than advertising
what is going to happen on Dynamite, but if they can’t even
advertise Mistico further in advance, it isn’t like it matters
that much anyway.

Results
Mistico/Hologram b. Premiere Athletes – 450 to Daivari
Toni Storm b. Rache Chanel – Storm Zero
Kyle Fletcher b. Brian Cage – Piledriver
Claudio  Castagnoli  b.  Lee  Moriarty  and  Tomohiro  Ishii  –
Uppercut to Moriarty
Thunder Rosa b. Taya Valkyrie – Seated cobra clutch
FTR/Darby  Allin/Mark  Briscoe  b.  Beast  Mortos/Undisputed
Kingdom – Coffin Drop to Taven

 

 



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Dynamite  –  March  6,  2024:
They Followed Up
Dynamite
Date: March 6, 2024
Location: Gas South Arena, Atlanta, Georgia
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

It’s  the  Dynamite  after  Revolution,  which  was  quite  the
smashing success. Now though comes the hard part in following
up on what they did. Samoa Joe is still the World Champion
after the triple threat and now we are on the way towards both
Big Business next week and Dynasty next month. Let’s get to
it.

Here is Revolution if you need a recap.

Opening sequence. We have a new theme song and set/logo. The
song  works  well  enough  and  the  set/logo….well  they’re  a
set/logo.
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Tony Schiavone brings out Swerve Strickland, with Prince Nana,
for a chat. Swerve talks about how he came up short in his
house  on  Sunday.  That  isn’t  cool  with  him  because  he
remembered signing with AEW about two years to the day at
Revolution 2022 in Orlando, Florida. Strickland was going to
give it his all but here he stands with no gold. Maybe he is
paying for all of the bad things he has done around here and
maybe he isn’t supposed to be a champion here.

Maybe instead he is supposed to be a role player, but then he
hears the reactions he is receiving and people have even flown
in from his home state of Washington to see him. Whether Samoa
Joe is still World Champion or not, Swerve is coming for the
title because Swerve’s house. Cue Samoa Joe, complete with
using the towel to polish up the belt. Joe thinks Swerve is
talking funny after that beating at Revolution, because here
we are in Swerve’s house, but that house is in Joe’s world.
Swerve is ready to go right now but here is the Undisputed
Kingdom to interrupt.

Adam Cole talks about how great the team did at Revolution and
in a few months, no one is going to remember Swerve’s name.
The only person that matters is Wardlow, who is going to win
the title and bring it back where it belongs. Swerve calls out
Cole going to the back of the line over and over. If he needs
extra  clients,  he  has  Britt  Baker’s  phone  number  in  his
pocket. Cole doesn’t like that so how about we do Swerve/Joe
vs. The Kingdom next week. Swerve says let’s do it right now
and Tony Khan agrees.

Kingdom vs. Samoa Joe/Swerve Strickland

Non-title and Joe hammers Bennett down into the corner to
start. Taven’s running splash in the corner misses (with Joe
just  stepping  aside  as  only  he  can)  and  his  middle  rope
dropkick hits Bennett (again with the sidestep). The Kingdom
finally manages to kick Joe in the face to put him down and we
take a break. Back with Swerve getting the tag to clean house,



with Joe not being pleased at anything happening. Swerve hits
the Swerve Stomp to Bennett and glares over at Joe, who still
looks unhappy. The House Call sets up the JML Driver to finish
Bennett at 6:54, with Joe still being furious over the whole
thing.

Rating: C. That might have been the most WWE opening I’ve ever
seen from outside of WWE. We had people interrupting promos,
an impromptu match and the champions losing clean. Odds are
this won’t have any impact on the titles (and it certainly
shouldn’t as those are WAY beneath Joe and Swerve), but it’s
yet another unnecessary blow to Ring Of Honor, which does in
fact want you to pay for its show in thirty days (no matches
announced thus far either).

Post match Wardlow comes out to glare at Swerve, who gets
choked out by Joe.

Chris Jericho interrupts Hook and talks about Taz dropping him
on his head in his first ECW match. Jericho sees talent in
Hook, who isn’t impressed and walks away.

We look at Hangman Page going nuts at Revolution.

The Young Bucks, in a parody of Tony Khan, have two huge
announcements, which they’ll make later tonight.

FTW Title: Hook vs. Brian Cage

Hook  is  defending  under  FTR  Rules.  Cage  starts  fast  by
snapping  off  some  suplexes  before  wedging  a  chair  in  the
corner. Hook comes back with the fire extinguisher blast and
some trashcan lid shots to the face. A dive off the steps is
powerslammed out of the air though and Hook crashes down hard
on the floor. Cage misses a charge through the barricade and
crashes out into the crowd as we take a break.

Back with Cage chairing Hook down but Hook DDTs him onto the
chair for a breather. A suplex into the barricade in the



corner gives Hook two so Cage grabs an F5 onto the chair for
two of his own. It’s time for thumbtacks but Hook suplexes him
into said tacks, leaving…not that many in Cage’s back. Redrum
goes on so Cage drops him back into the tacks, which doesn’t
work and Cage is out at 10:06.

Rating: C-. That was a bit much for this kind of a match and
that’s not a good thing in this case. I know they’ve had
issues, but going from soe tag matches to this in their first
singles match is a little bit much to take. They were also
sloppy in some spots with a few big moves missing and the
whole thing not exactly making Hook look good.

Post match the Gates Of Agony run in to beat Hook down but
Chris Jericho makes the save. Oh joy: Jericho teaming with a
young guy.

We’re having a tournament to crown new Tag Team Champions.

Orange Cassidy wans a new title and the Best Friends are ready
to get the Tag Team Titles…but Chuck is still hurt. Instead,
Cassidy and Trent Beretta should win the tournament, and they
happen to have their first round match on Rampage.

Killswitch vs. Matt Menard

Menard is fighting for revenge after Revolution and Christian
Cage is on commentary. A bunch of right hands in various
corners rock Luchasaurs and some clotheslines put him on one
knee. That doesn’t last long as Luchasaurus is up with a
chokeslam, followd by the running clothesline to finish Menard
at 1:56.

Post match Daniel Garcia runs in for the brawl but Nick Wayne
runs in to take him out. The villains go to leave but Adam
Copeland is back to jump the Patriarchy. Mother Wayne’s low
blow is blocked and Copeland chases Cage into the crowd. We
follow the chase through the tech area and into the back, with
Cage running into the parking lot where he steals someone’s



car to escape. Copeland issues the challenge for an I Quit
match for the title in two weeks in Toronto. Since two seconds
have passed, Tony Khan has made the match official.

Kyle O’Reilly is happy to be back and he is medically cleared.

We look at Sting’s final match at Revolution.

Here are the Young Bucks, who throw Tony Schiavone out for
bringing up their loss. They aren’t happy with Sting’s sons,
who are 6’8 and 305lbs because THEY CHEATED! The Bucks are
going to get their Tag Team Titles back, but first they have
to take care of some things. First of all, Hangman Page put
his hands on some officials at Revolution and is suspended
indefinitely. The other item is Kenny Omega, who has no showed
various dates for no good reason (commentary brings up his
health issues) so he’s fired from the Elite.

Cue Eddie Kingston, who says you might as well fine him now
because he’s got something to say. They try to cool things
down but the fight is on, with a low blow cutting Kingston
off….and Kazuchika Okada is here. The staredown is on and
Okada lays out Kingston with the Rainaker because Okada is
Elite. That’s certainly a way to go for Okada, who does work
better as a villain. I’m worried about putting him with the
Bucks, but the debut could have been a lot worse.

We look at Will Ospreay winning his debut match over Konosuke
Takeshita at Revolution.

Kris Statlander vs. Riho

Stokely Hathaway is here with Statlander. Riho gets slammed
down to start and tries to pick up the pace, only to get
knocked straight back down. Statlander powers her into the
corner and slams her down as we take a break. Back with Riho
striking away in the corner, despite needing to get ont he
bottom rope to be close to Statlander’s size.



Statlander tries a powerbomb but gets hurricanranaed into the
619. Riho’s high crossbody doesn’t work so she grabs a dragon
suplex for two. Statlander knocks her down again so Hathaway
throws her a chain, which Statlander drops onto the floor.
Some hard suplexes rock Riho but she grabs a victory roll for
the pin at 9:21.

Rating: C+. It’s time for the Riho push again because…well for
some  reason  AEW  insists.  Statlander  was  on  fire  as  TBS
Champion and now here she is instead, teaming with Willow
Nightingale and having her main issue with a manager. The
match  itself  was  a  good  big  vs.  Small  format  and  Riho’s
offense looked nice as usual, but egads it’s hard to try and
make myself care about anything she does.

Toni Storm is happy to retain her Women’s Title and presents
Mariah May with her first shirt. Yes Storm is getting a cut.

Willow Nightingale is ready to face Riho next week because she
wants to be a champion herself. She’s coming for the TBS
Title.

Here is Daby Allin to talk about being happy with Sting’s
retirement match. He has Jay White next week and then in three
weeks, he’s off to climb Mount Everest. He might not come back
alive so next week, he’s going to go out fighting for his
life.  Allin  lays  down  the  Tag  Team  Title  belt  and
congratulates whoever holds them next but here is Bullet Club
Gold to interrupt.

Jay White talks about how Allin has been doing some great
things but warns him about what is going to hapen if they get
in the ring. Instead of a match, how about Allin comes hang
with the Bang Ban Scissor Gang. We can even call him Darby
Scissorhands! Allin doesn’t want to hear it and says White
should  climb  Everest  too.  He’ll  see  White  next  week.  I’m
really not sure why that one off match for next week needed
this much hype.



Julia Hart issues an open challenge for Rampage.

The House Of Black is ready to burn Mark Briscoe. Do they need
to dig one grave or three?

Mark Briscoe talks about walking through flames and dancing
with the devil. He’s ready for a street fight, but Jay Lethal
comes in to say it’s time he mans up to help Briscoe. Mark
says don’t bring Jeff Jarrett, but Lethal says trust him.
Commentary implies Jarrett will be there.

Will Ospreay vs. Kyle Fletcher

Non-title  and  Don  Callis  is  on  commentary.  They  trade
takedowns to start until a hsoulder doesn’t get Ospreay very
far. Back up and Ospreay ducks some shots to the head before
snapping off a headscissors. Fletcher hits a heck of a chop to
drop Ospreay and we take a break. We come back with Ospreay
hitting a dive to the floor but the Oscutter is countered into
a hard suplex for two.

They grab hands and chop it out with Ospreay getting the
better of things, only to have another Oscutter countered. The
powerbomb countered is countered into a DDT to plant Fletcher
but he ducks the Hidden Blade. A middle rope Snake Eyes hits
Ospreay but he’s back with a cutter on the apron and we take a
break (at 9:57). Back with Ospreay planting Fletcher and going
up top, where Fletcher crotches him. Ospreay has to flip out
of dragon superplex before grabbing a Liger Bomb for two.

Some kicks to the face set up a failed Stormbreaker attempt so
Fletcher hits a double underhook slam of his own. Fletcher
hits a heck of a sitout powerbomb for two before putting
Ospreay on top. That’s broken up for Cheeky Nandos into a
super poisonrana, followed by a running back elbow for two.
Back up and a Spanish Fly is countered so Fletcher hits a
superkick, only to get caught with the Spanish Fly for two.
The  Oscutter  gets  two  and  the  Hidden  Blade  finishes  for
Ospreay at 19:23.



Rating: B. This was very similar to the Takeshita match from
Revolution  but  there  is  quite  the  difference  between
Taekeshita and Fletcher. Some of the kickouts in here didn’t
leave  me  wanting  more  like  I  did  on  Sunday,  but  rather
wondering why in the world Fletcher was getting to survive
this long. Ospreay is a lot of fun, but hopefully they don’t
have him doing the same kind of match week in and week out, or
the spark is going to be lost quickly.

Post match Bryan Danielson comes out for the staredown to end
the show.

Overall Rating: B. I’m not sure what to make of this show. It
definitely moved things forward into the next pay per view
cycle and the new look/set made things feel fresh, but some of
the  stuff  wasn’t  exactly  great.  Having  Ring  Of  Honor  be
treated like the whipping boy around here a month before their
big show is a choice and having more of Riho and the Young
Bucks is not the most intriguing. What matters here is it
feels like they know where they want to go and that is a very
nice thing to see with a month and a half before their next
pay per view.

Results
Samoa Joe/Swerve Strickland b. Kingdom – JML Driver to Bennett
Hook b. Brian Cage – Redrum
Killswitch b. Matt Menard – Running clothesline
Riho b. Kris Statlander – Victory roll
Will Ospreay b. Kyle Fletcher – Hidden Blade

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of
your wrestling headline needs.

 

Rampage – February 24, 2023:
How Can You Get Mad?
Rampage
Date: February 24, 2023
Location: Footprint Center, Phoenix, Arizona
Commentators:  Jim  Ross,  Chris  Jericho,  Excalibur,  Tony
Schiavone

We’re still in the desert and Rampage is still searching for a
more viable formula. I’m not sure why AEW seems to punt on
this show so often but it does produce some enjoyable results.
If you can get by without the star power after the first
match, you should be in for a fun one and hopefully that is
true this week. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Aussie Open vs. Young Bucks

Kenny Omega is here with the Bucks. The Aussies deck the Bucks
to  start  and  isolate  Matt  for  a  kick  to  the  chest  and
backsplash. Matt manages to backflip away from both of them
and  brings  in  Nick  to  walk  the  ropes  into  a
wristdrag/headscissors combination. The Bucks clear the ring
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but the bigger Davis comes back in to slam them both at the
same time. Nick’s pop up dropkick sends Davis to the floor
though and Matt grabs a running flipping neckbreaker to send
Fletcher into Nick’s knee. Everyone heads to the floor with
the Aussies ramming the Bucks together as we take a break.

Back with Davis chopping the heck out of Nick, who kicks his
way  out  of  trouble.  It’s  back  to  Matt  to  clean  house,
including an assisted Sliced Bread to Fletcher. Matt dives
onto Davis on the floor and hits a top rope elbow for two on
Fletcher. The assisted 450 gets two on Fletcher with Davis
having to make the save. Fletcher grabs a brainbuster to drop
Nick on the floor, leaving Davis to clothesline Matt inside.

A running elbow in the corner hits Matt and Fletcher kicks
Nick in the face. Fletcher loads up a middle rope DDT but Nick
twists around into a cutter to pull him out of the air.
Everything breaks down and the Bucks fire off their superkicks
until stereo clotheslines give us a double knockdown.

Nick and Fletcher clothesline each other until Davis pulls
Nick to the floor. Matt does the same to Fletcher and the
Bucks get to hit their flip dives. The Meltzer Driver is
loaded  up  but  the  lights  go  out.  Back  up  and  Fletcher
Tombstones Matt, setting up the Coriolis for two. The Bucks
are  back  up  with  superkicks  and  the  BTE  Trigger  finishes
Fletcher at 16:20.

Rating: B. You could probably guess what you were getting here
and it wound up going as well as expected. The Bucks haven’t
been doing the regular tag stuff as much lately and it is nice
to see them getting back to their roots. Other than that,
Aussie Open are always good for a solid performance so this
worked, even with the Bucks’ style being on full display.

Post match the lights go out and the House of Black appears.
Then they go out again and the team disappears.

The Best Friends are ready for the Casino Tag Team battle



Royal but Big Bill, Lee Moriarty and the Gunns come in to beat
them down with a pipe.

Post break, Orange Cassidy and Danhausen find the fallen Best
Friends. Cassidy doesn’t seem happy.

Toni Storm vs. Willow Nightingale

Saraya is here with Storm. Nightingale runs Storm over to
start  and  hits  some  clotheslines  to  put  her  down  again.
Storm’s chop has no effect as Nightingale runs her over with a
shot to the chest. Back up and Storm goes to the eyes to take
over, setting up a hip attack to knock Nightingale off the
apron. Nightingale gets sent into the barricade a few times
and we take a break.

Back with Nightingale missing a Cannonball in the corner and
getting caught with the running hip attack. A DDT out of the
corner gives Storm two but Nightingale knocks her back into
the corner. The Cannonball into a Death Valley Driver gets two
but Nightingale has to deal with Saraya. The distraction lets
Storm Zero finish for Storm at 6:56.

Rating: C. Nightingale has hit a bit of a wall in recent weeks
and that is a shame to see after she had so much momentum.
Storm didn’t squash here here but there was almost no way
Nightingale was going to get a win over someone in this big of
a story. I’m still not sure where the story is going, but a
big title match at Revolution seems likely.

Post match Storm and Saraya bust out the spray paint but Ruby
Soho, followed by Jamie Hayter and Britt Baker, make the save.
Soho still wants the title.

The Acclaimed and Billy Gunn are ready for the Tag Team Title
match  but  Jeff  Jarrett/Jay  Lethal/Sonjay  Dutt/Satnam  Singh
jump them for the beatdown.

Jade  Cargill  wants  to  know  who  is  left  and  welcomes  all



comers.

Lance Archer vs. Bryce Saturn

This is Archer’s (with Jake Roberts) first match in AEW since
November and he jumps Saturn in the aisle before the bell. The
beating is swift and severe but Saturn blocks a chokeslam
attempt.  Archer  crossbodies  him  down  and  hits  a  hard
clothesline for the pin at 1:43. Good to have Archer back, but
can we do something with him this time?

Dustin  Rhodes  and  Keith  Lee  (dressed  like  a  deacon  or
something close to it) are ready for the Mogul Affiliates.

Mogul Affiliates aren’t scared, though Trench still seems to
have vanished.

Action Andretti is ready to prove himself to Sammy Guevara
with Daniel Garcia promising a beating from Garcia.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows, including the Face of
the  Revolution  ladder  match  AND  a  Casino  battle  royal  on
Dynamite!

Stokely Hathaway is ready to send Matt Hardy to destroy Hook
on Dynamite. Oh and it can be No DQ.

Action Andretti vs. Sammy Guevara

Daniel Garcia is here with Guevara. They go straight to the
floor to start with Guevara getting the better of things. Back
in and Andretti counters a sunset flip into a falcon arrow for
two, with even Jericho having to praise Andretti. Guevara gets
dropped on the floor and Andretti hits a 450 from the apron as
we take a break.

We come back with Andretti’s moonsault hitting raised kneed
and Guevara planting him for two. Guevara’s shooting star
takes too long though and Andretti hits a springboard kick to
the face for another near fall. Some hard shots to the face



rock  Andretti  again  but  he  counters  a  crossbody  into  a
flipping slam for two (ala Cameron Grimes). Andretti hits a
springboard Swanton for two more and a heck of a shotgun
dropkick sends Guevara into the corner. Garcia breaks up a
springboard though and the GTH finishes for Guevara at 10:06.

Rating: B-. This was another Andretti match as he does the
high fling well enough but he doesn’t exactly do much that
makes him stand out over the rest of the crowd. It also
doesn’t help that his big win over Chris Jericho was pretty
much it for him winning anything, but I don’t think he was
expected to be a breakout star. Guevara gets a win to keep
himself warm, though I’m not sure what the Society is doing
save for Jericho getting to face Ricky Starks again.

Overall Rating: B. Another fun show here with stuff happening
and a few bigger names than usual to make this an entertaining
hour. That’s where a lot of the positives come from with
Rampage: you can only get so annoyed at what they’re doing as
the show is over in a hurry. The opener was good enough and
ate up about a third of the show counting the stuff before and
after, so how bad can it be? Good stuff here, though I still
wonder how many people are actually going to watch.

Results
Young Bucks b. Aussie Open – BTE Trigger to Fletcher
Toni Storm b. Willow Nightingale – Storm Zero
Lance Archer b. Bryce Saturn – Clothesline
Sammy Guevara b. Action Andretti – GTH
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Mae Young Classic – Episode
Three: I Don’t Get The Hair
Thing
Mae  Young Classic Episode #3
Date: August 28, 2017
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Jim Ross, Lita

It’s time to start the second half of the first round and I’ve liked the
tournament so far. It might not be anything great so far but the talent
is there and they’re still in the opening stages, meaning we won’t be
seeing any showdowns until the second round. That’s when these things get
good but we have to get there first. Let’s get to it.

Mauro recaps and previews us again.

Opening sequence.

Video on Toni Storm, an Australian with an attitude. Oh and a little top
hat. She’s also the first Progress Women’s Champion.

Video on Ayesha Raymond, the Deadlift Diva. I think you get the idea
here.

First Round: Toni Storm vs. Ayesha Raymond
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No handshake before the match. Raymond is much bigger but the fans are
behind Storm. Toni backs out of a headlock and offers a handshake but
this time pulls her own hand back when Ayesha goes for it. A running kick
to the face sets up some hip attacks to drop Raymond again. Raymond is
right back up with a side slam and corner splash as the pace slows. Toni
avoids a charge in the corner and grabs a Backstabber as the Aussie fans
start up again. A slam off the top puts Storm down but Raymond hops down
instead of going after her. The delay lets Toni avoid a top rope splash
and grab a rolling cradle for the pin at 4:28.

Rating: D+. Storm looked very good out there and has the charisma to back
up the work. It’s easy to see why she’s getting a push on the independent
scene and I’d like to see more of her. Raymond…not so much. She’s every
generic power wrestler you’ve seen with little charisma and a confusing
moment at the end where she stopped to yell at the fans instead of
following up. It came off as stupid, which isn’t exactly the best thing
to do in a big debut like this. But yeah, Storm looked awesome.

Charlotte and Sara Amoto are here. Can we just put both of them in the
Hall of Fame already?

Video on Kavita Devi, the first Indian woman ever in WWE. She was trained
by Great Khali so her future isn’t exactly bright.

Video on Dakota Kai, the girl next girl from New Zealand who can get very
serious if necessary.

First Round: Kavita Devi vs. Dakota Kai

The much bigger Devi shoves her around without much effort and then walks
the top rope into an armdrag in a very impressive bit of athleticism. A
second version works just as well Kai’s dropkick has no effect and a
gorilla press drop makes things even worse for her. Devi slowly walks
around instead of following up though and gets caught with a running boot
to the face in the corner. Kai is quickly up top and a double stomp ends
Davi at 3:58.

Rating: D+. Much like Raymond, Davi didn’t show me anything here and it
made for a dull match. Kai has a good look and seems to have the charisma



to back it up but there’s only so much you can do against someone who was
trained by Great Khali. Hopefully the next match is a better fit for her,
which I can’t imagine being the case otherwise.

Rock’s family, including Nia Jax, is here.

Video on Bianca Belair, who is quite the well rounded athlete with a VERY
long hair braid that is often used as a weapon.

Video on Sage Beckett, formerly known as Rosie Lottalove. She’s lost
something like 150lbs and turned into quite the vicious brawler. Beckett
talks about channeling energy to do whatever she needs.

First Round: Sage Beckett vs. Bianca Belair

The power showdown starts early with the bigger Sage (though Bianca is
far from small) running her over and getting two off a shoulder. Belair
comes back with a dropkick and a hard clothesline for two each as they’re
beating each other pretty well here. Something like a running frog splash
gets the same and it’s off to a double chickenwing on Sage. Back up and a
Bubba Bomb gives Beckett (who was trained by the Dudleys) a near fall of
her own and Bianca gets splashed in the corner. Belair gets tied in the
Tree of Woe but avoids a Vader Bomb. A shot with the hair braid sets up a
spear to send Bianca on at 5:25.

Rating: C+. I liked this one but it had some rough spots. Beckett is a
bit better than your average monster, though it felt like she was just
there for Belair to slay. As for Belair, there’s some awesome potential
there due to natural athleticism but the hair thing isn’t working for me.
It’s distracting and having her whip Sage back with it was too far for
me.

Charly Caruso recaps things.

Video on Santana Garrett, who is billed as the Wonder Woman of the
tournament and has appeared on NXT (and TNA) before.

Video on Piper Niven, a Scot with some size to her. She’s better known as
Viper on the indy scene.



First Round: Santana Garrett vs. Piper Niven

Piper drives her into the corner and gives her a friendly shove to the
jaw. The fans are split again as Garrett spins out of a wristlock. Niven
easily powers out of something like a Black Widow, only to get kicked in
the chest for two. A headscissors drops Niven but she comes right back
with a crossbody for a near fall of her own. It’s off to the cravate,
which JR compares to bangers and mash or fish and chips.

A clothesline gives Piper too as JR praises her for her simple strategy.
Garrett gets two off a DDT and an Eat Defeat but a bulldog is broken up.
Piper’s running splash gets two (looked great too) but she gets caught on
top with a running strike to the face. The fans are WAY into these near
falls and Santana’s superkick makes it even better. She misses a
moonsault though and a backsplash sets up the Michinoku Driver to end
Garrett at 7:10.

Rating: B-. Niven did more than most huge females do and that makes for
an entertaining match. Sometimes you need a change of pace from all the
same stuff and that’s why she’s going to shine so well. Garrett still
seems to have most of the tools but needs some better coaching. You know,
like at the Performance Center, where she’s still not signed for some
reason.

The recap and preview finish things off.

Overall Rating: C. The good was good and the bad was tolerable but some
of this stuff is starting to run together. There are definitely some
people starting to stand out though and that’s what makes things more
interesting. Avoiding spoilers for the most part has helped too, though
when WWE.com is telling you who won some of the first round matches, it
gets a little annoying. Still though, not a bad show but it’s yet to hit
that high gear.
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