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It’s time for the last show before Slammiversary and as usual
in that case, the show is mostly set. The World Title match is
actually getting built up well enough, with Nic Nemeth getting
under Mike Santana’s skin. Other than that, we have some more
matches to build up, which should make for an engaging enough
go home show. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Opening sequence.

Here are the Broken Hardys to get things going. Matt talks
about the Wicked Garden changing them but that is a good
thing, as they have now ascended. They have been rebroken by
fate and they will get the titles back at Slammiversary. This
brings out the Righteous, who talk about how they have beaten
the Hardys over and over. Here they stand more enlightened,
but Matt threatens more violence.

Cue the System, who mock the whole idea of the weird stuff the
other teams are talking about. Matt promises to retain the
titles at Slammiversary and the big brawl is on. The Hardys
throw in a ladder and Jeff climbs up, sending everyone running
before he can dive. Sweet goodness the idea of another ladder
match, or even more of the Hardys vs. Righteous, sucks the
life out of this story.
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In the back, Order 4 comes up to Daria Rae, who doesn’t like
what Santino Marella has been doing. As a result, the Great
Hands are now in the Tag Team Title ladder match. Well that
was random, but that’s what the ladder match needed: more
people!

Ash By Elegance vs. Mara Sade
Indi Hartwell is on commentary and the Elegance Brand is here
with Ash. Hold on though as Ash has to freak out over the fans
calling her a mark and she needs a mental health break RIGHT
NOW. Actually M By Elegance can have the match for her. Cue
Elayna Black to watch from the stage as Sade hammers away and
low bridges M to the floor. The chase is on and Sade gets in a
shot to cut M off. Back in and M grabs a hanging cutter out of
the corner before grabbing a quickly broken chinlock. Sade
hits a superkick and everyone gets in a fight on the floor.
Sade’s tornado DDT looks to set up something off the top but
Black decks her for the DQ at 5:30.

Rating: C-. So the idea here was basically a bait and switch,
I’m assuming as Ash isn’t ready to get back in the ring yet.
Fair enough, though her having issues due to fans calling her
a mark is hardly the best story. Hopefully Ash can actually
get back in the ring sooner than later (her wrestling in
headphones or something could be amusing) and Sade getting a
bigger win would be nice as well. Maybe do the two of them at
the same time?

Post match the brawl is on with Hartwell and the Elegance
Brand getting in. The Undead Realm runs in for the real save.

Eric Young tried to show Ricky Sosa how things worked and was
disrespected.  It’s  a  test  and  Sosa  will  learn  at
Slammiversary.

AJ Francis vs. Manny Lemons
Lemons tries a shot from behind to start and gets AA’ed for



his efforts. A running knee in the corner lets Francis mock
Elijah’s  version  of  Old  School.  The  TFL  and  Down  Payment
finish Lemons at 3:10.

Rating: C. This was just a squash but seeing Francis doing Old
School, just like Elijah, doesn’t it impressive as much as it
makes it seem like a lot of people can do it. Other than that,
Francis continues to be decent as a big man as he has come a
long way in a short while. TNA is probably his ceiling, but
given where he was, that’s not half bad.

Post match Elijah pops up on screen to say he and Francis are
fighting at Slammiversary with his name and likeness on the
line. I’m not sure if that’s how contracts work.

Harley Hudson vs. Xia Brookside
Brookside jumps her to start fast but has to block a backslide
attempt. Hudson knocks her back down and does some pushups on
Brookside’s back, only to get stomped in the corner. Brookside
kicks her into the corner and cranks on the arm before kicking
her face first into the mat. Hudson fights up for a running
hip attack in the corner and a fall away slam gets two. The
middle rope elbow misses though and Darkside finishes Hudson
at 5:54.

Rating: C+. Hudson has grown on me a bit in recent months and
she could wind up being a nice addition to the midcard going
forward. On the other hand you have Brookside, who almost has
to win the title on Sunday as otherwise, what else is she
supposed to do? It’s been set up perfectly well and it’s not
like Lee is some top level champion. Just go with the logical
move here and figure out what is next.

Post match Brookside goes after Hudson again but Lei Ying
Lee….quickly walks to the ring for the save. What a sense of
urgency.

Earlier today we had a sitdown meeting between Nic Nemeth and



Mike Santana before their title match. Nemeth talks about how
Santana has had a great year but Nemeth has had 23 great
years. Santana goes through everything he has faced over the
years and the title is his reward for the whole thing.

Yes Nemeth has done everything over the years and he deserves
credit, but Santana was the one who put this company on his
back and carried it forward. People thought Nemeth was going
to be that guy but Santana actually was that guy. Nemeth
brings up Santana’s daughter, which makes Santana take his
sunglasses off. Santana decks him and the brawl is on, with
Ryan Nemeth offering a distraction so Nic can send Santana
into the title on the table.

Here is Moose, with JDC, for a chat. Moose is ready for the No
Surrender  match  on  Sunday,  where  you  win  when  the  other
person’s  cornerman  throws  in  the  towel.  He  suggests  that
payback is a b****, just like Alisha Edwards, which brings out
Eddie and Alisha to interrupt. Eddie talks about rebuilding
the System into a better version but JDC says that wrestling
has made Eddie sick in the head.

JDC brings up their daughter and Alisha gets in his face
before yelling at Moose for getting played. She calls Moose a
coward as he leaves, which brings him back in but they avoid
the violence as Moose and JDC leave. That’s two segments in a
row where someone’s daughter was brought up. Maybe come up
with something else?

Video on Ricky Sosa vs. Eric Young.

Mr. Elegance/Frankie Kazarian/Cedric Alexander vs.
KC Navarro/Leon Slater/Giovanni Vinci
Alexander does the eternally fresh and never overdone “tag out
at the bell” deal and Vinci takes over on Elegance to start.
Navarro  comes  in  to  strike  Elegance  down  for  two  and  a
slingshot  dropkick  hits  Kazarian  in  the  ropes.  Everything
breaks down and the good guys all hit dives for quite the



positive reaction.

Back in and Elegance stomps on Slater hand before driving in
some knees to the ribs. Alexander comes in and knocks Slater
outside,  where  Kazarian  gets  in  some  cheap  shots  before
sending him back inside. Slater fights up but Kazarian pulls
his partners down, which is always a smart move.

A spinning crossbody takes Kazarian out though and it’s back
to  Vinci  to  clean  house.  Elegance  saves  Kazarian  from  a
Doomsday Device and Navarro’s high crossbody is pulled out of
the air. Everything breaks down and we hit the parade of
strikes to the face and knockdowns until Slater hits Elegance
with the Swanton 450. Kazarian is right there to roll Slater
up for the pin at 13:54.

Rating: B. I love a good fast paced six man tag and it was a
lot of fun here as a nice preview for Ultimate X. That match
is going to be all about going nuts and doing one crazy spot
after another and we more or less got this here. Throw in
Amazing Red on Sunday and it should be even more fun with all
kinds of craziness, which is the point of such a match.

Here is Nic Nemeth for a chat. He doesn’t think Mike Santana
will be at Slammiversary so let’s just make him the World
Champion right now. Nemeth wants Carlos Silva out here to give
him the title but Ryan Nemeth falls through the entrance and a
bloody Santana shows up for the beating. Security comes in to
hold them apart and Santana goes into the crowd to end the
show.  They’ve  taken  a  pretty  much  nothing  story  here  and
turned it into a hot feud. That’s impressive and it had to be
done given how big of a show they have coming up.

Overall Rating: B. The best thing I can say about a go home
show is that it made me more interested in the pay per view
than I was coming in. They made that happen here and now I
want to see how things go on Sunday. The main event match and
the big segment at the end were both good and I’m interested



in Slammiversary. This weekend is going to be packed and TNA
needed to step it up to not get overlooked. This show did a
good job of going in that direction and hopefully they can
deliver on Sunday. Nice job here.

Results
Mara Sade b. M By Elegance via DQ when Elayna Black interfered
AJ Francis b. Manny Lemons – Down Payment
Xia Brookside b. Harley Hudson – Darkside
Mr.  Elegance/Frankie  Kazarian/Cedric  Alexander  b.  KC
Navarro/Leon  Slater/Giovanni  Vinci  –  Jackknife  rollup  to
Slater

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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