
Collision – January 27, 2024:
A Twist On A Classic
Collision
Date: January 27, 2024
Location: Brookshire Grocery Arena, Bossier City, Louisiana
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness, Kevin Kelly

This is the show opposite the Royal Rumble and that means
there  are  two  distinct  options.  The  first  choice  would
basically be to punt and wait for next week, or to load it up
with something big in the end. AEW has chosen the second, with
FTR/Daniel Garcia vs. the House of Black in an elimination
cage match. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Jon Moxley/Claudio Castagnoli vs. Shane Taylor Promotions

The brawl starts on the floor with Moxley choking Taylor and
Castagnoli beating up Moriarty. They get inside with Moxley
kicking away at Taylor’s leg but getting knocked into the
corner for his efforts. A missed charge allows Castagnoli to
come in for the hard uppercuts but Moriarty breaks up the
Swing. Everything breaks down again and Taylor sends Moxley
into the steps.

Back up and Taylor hits an apron legdrop onto Castagnoli as
Moxley is favoring his hand. A regular legdrop gives Taylor
two on Castagnoli, who suplexes Taylor with some impressive
power.  Moxley  comes  back  in  to  clean  house,  including  a
running knee to rock Moriarty. Castagnoli Swings Moriarty, who
asks for time out, until Taylor makes the save. Moxley can’t
get the rear naked choke on Moriarty, who is back with a
European clutch for two. A Hart Attack hits Taylor and Moxley
chokes him out for the pin at 9:56.
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Rating: B-. This was a match that feels like it almost would
have been better off taking place before the singles matches,
as Moxley already beat both of them on his own. I’m not sure
why  that  makes  a  tag  match  more  interesting,  as  adding
Castagnoli doesn’t exactly give me hope in the Promotions.
Good enough match, but they might have gone one match too far
with the story.

Undisputed  Kingdom  suggests  they  help  Komander  win  the
International Title so he can hold it for five weeks before
Roderick Strong wins it at Revolution. Strong shakes his hand
and says “deal” but it doesn’t seem like Komander understood.

International Title: Orange Cassidy vs. Komander

Komander is challenging. They trade rollups for two each to
start and it’s already a standoff. Komander won’t let Cassidy
get his hands in the pockets and they fight over an inverted
Gory Special. Cassidy gets his hands in his pockets, misses a
dropkick, and nips up anyway. With Komander on the floor, here
is the Undisputed Kingdom as we take a break.

Back with Cassidy superkicking him into the corner to set up
the stomping but Komander gets up again. A middle rope head
fake sets up a middle rope Canadian Destroyer for two on
Cassidy and a frog splash gets the same. Komander kicks him in
the face a few times but charges into the Beach Break for two
more. Back up and Komander snaps off a hurricanrana but stops
to dive onto the Undisputed Kingdom. The distraction is enough
for the Orange Punch to retain the title at 10:12.

Rating: C+. I’m running out of ways to say “this is the same
thing that Cassidy does in all his title defenses”. The match
was perfectly fine but it feels like Cassidy has beaten most
of the AEW roster at this point. There is nothing left for him
to do but yet we have over a month before his serious title
defense. I could go for doing the title match sooner, but it
looks like we’re waiting for Revolution.



Post match Strong grabs the title and throws it at Cassidy.

Daniel Garcia has been attacked and left bloodied. That’s a
bad sign before the main event.

We get a rant from Toni Storm after Dynamite about Deonna
Purrazzo. She’ll even show up with Mariah May….but not in
Bossier City. Something about race horses being put down.

Mariah May vs. Lady Frost

May  fires  off  the  forearms  to  start  but  Frost  chops  her
against the ropes. A running flip neckbreaker takes May down
but she’s right back with a running dropkick. We take a break
and come back with May cutting off a comeback attempt but
getting dropped on her head with a German suplex. May is fine
enough to hit a shotgun dropkick, only to be sent into the
corner for a Cannonball. Frostbite (moonsault) is broken up
though and May Day gives May the pin at 6:59.

Rating: C. May is in a weird place as she’s kind of waiting
for Storm’s story with Purrazzo to wrap up before anything
she’s doing with Storm can really take off. For now it’s just
May slowly getting frustrated with Storm, even though they
barely had a relationship in the first place. It’s a weirdly
put together story, but at least they’re setting May up in a
way.

Swerve  Strickland  picks  Toa  Liona  for  Hangman  Page  on
Dynamite.

Page won’t say who he’s picking for Strickland…but hints at
Rob Van Dam.

Eddie Kingston vs. Willie Mack

Non-title Proving Ground match, meaning that if Mack wins or
survives the ten minute time limit, he gets a future title
shot. Mack knocks him straight into the corner to start and a
brainbuster gets two on Kingston. There’s the Cannonball into



the standing moonsault to give Mack two more but Kingston
takes him down and strikes away.

Back up and Mack kicks him in the face before trying the
moonsault,  only  to  come  up  favoring  his  knee.  Kingston
exploders him for two but Mack’s knee is fine enough to hit a
sitout  powerbomb.  They  strike  it  out  until  Mack  hits  a
Stunner, only to have the Six Star frog splash hit raised
knees. Kingston’s spinning backfist finishes Mack at 6:02.

Rating: C+. This was a nice win for Kingston, even though Mack
has lost so often that it’s hard to get interested in his
matches. Kingston is starting to feel like he belongs at this
level and that’s almost hard to believe given what kind of a
career he had had. For now though, Kingston letting people he
deems worthy have a chance is very in character for him and
this made sense.

As Kingston is leaving, Bryan Danielson comes to the ring for
his match but doesn’t even look at Kingston.

Yuji Nagata vs. Bryan Danielson

Eddie Kingston is on commentary. Feeling out process to start
as Eddie praises Nagata and Nigel yells about Danielson. A
early armbar doesn’t work for Danielson so Nagata takes over
with a test of strength. We take a break and come back with
Danielson working on the leg, including a running kick to the
leg in said corner. The leg is wrapped around the post and
Danielson adds a missile dropkick for two.

Nagata goes after the arm and hits an exploder before pulling
Danielson into the crossface. That’s broken up as well and
they strike away until Nagata takes him up top. A superplex is
broken up but Nagata is fine enough to hit a super exploder.
Nagata  grabs  what  is  better  known  as  a  Disarm-Her  but
Danielson slips out and grabs a dragon screw legwhip. They
kick it out until Danielson hits a big one to the head.
Danielson’s running knee finishes at 15:22.



Rating: B-. Nagata is a good example of someone I never quite
“got”. He was boring during his WCW run and his time after,
while much better, still isn’t something that makes me want to
see more. It’s certainly not a question of his talent as he’s
quite good at what he does, but there’s something missing from
him  that  keeps  him  from  being  interesting  and  it  was  on
display again here.

Post match respect is shown but Kingston doesn’t buy it.

FTR doesn’t know if Daniel Garcia is ready to wrestle but Mark
Briscoe comes in to say he’s there if FTR needs him. FTR
appreciates that and they’ll keep him in mind. Well that was
quick.

Brian Cage is upset with losing the ROH Six Man Tag Team
Titles but doesn’t know why people are talking about Hook. Cue
Hook, who seems interested in giving Cage an FTW Title match.
Well that was quick too.

Serena Deeb vs. Robyn Renegade

This  is  Deeb’s  first  match  in  about  fifteen  months.  Deeb
wrestles her to the mat to start and easily takes it into the
ropes. They trade full nelsons and slaps to the face until
Deeb hits a running clothesline. A neckbreaker over the middle
rope drops Renegade and the Deebtox sets up the Serenity Lock
to make Renegade tap at 2:58. Good, dominant return for Deeb.

Post match Deeb asks the fans if they missed her and it feels
good to be back. She wants the title because this is what she
does and she is back.

Some CMLL stars will be here next week.

FTR/Mark Briscoe vs. House Of Black

In  a  cage  with  escape  only  elimination  rules  (which  is
different than last week, when it was just elimination rules).
Hold on though as here is the House to jump Briscoe during the



entrances and send him off the stage. The big brawl is on
outside the ring, with King crossbodying Wheeler against the
barricade.  Cue  Daniel  Garcia,  with  his  head  bandaged  and
swinging a chair for the save but the House takes him down as
well.

Harwood and Garcia are sent inside with Wheeler left on the
floor, meaning it’s 3-2. King gives Harwood a chokebomb but
Garcia fights up…as Wheeler DIVES OFF THE CAGE onto everyone
for a huge crash. We take a break and come back with Harwood
spinebustering Black but Matthews kicks Garcia down. The House
cleans house but it’s too early for any of them to escape.

The good guys fight back up and could leave….until Garcia opts
to beat on the House even more. Wheeler Stomps Matthews but a
brainbuster leaves everyone down again. Harwood and King go up
and chop it out on the ropes until Harwood superplexes him
down. That lets Harwood go to leave but King spears the door
at him and they fall out at the same time. We take another
break and come back with Matthews’ top rope Meteora connecting
to leave all four down again.

Matthews and Wheeler go up and over, with Wheeler being bounds
off the cage and through a table for the elimination. Hold on
though as Matthews tries to go back up, only for Garcia to ram
the cage to send him through another table at ringside. We’re
down to one on one with Garcia vs. Black, with a referee being
nice enough to tell them “three minutes”.

Garcia’s ankle lock is broken up and they’re both down again.
Garcia tries to go up but cue Julia Hart with the mist. With
Garcia blinded, Black goes to leave, only to have Garcia say
come finish him. Black obliges and is promptly piledriven onto
a chair. Garcia goes up as Black goes for the door, which Mark
Briscoe slams onto his head to give Garcia the win at 22:54.

Rating: B. Yeah this was good, with the Briscoe interference
not exactly feeling like cheating after Hart got involved. The



elimination only thing was a little weird but I like the
elimination stuff a lot more than someone getting a fluke
fall. Garcia continues to do well in his supporting role, but
there is always the chance of pushing him too hard, too fast.
He looked rather strong here though and it was a violent, hard
hitting match with the House going down to hopefully wrap up
the feud.

Celebrating ends the show.

Overall Rating: B. The main event is the best part of the show
but the rest was good enough. They feel like they’re starting
to set the stage for Revolution and that is a great thing to
see, as they’re timing it well. This was a good show, but it’s
one that isn’t likely to draw a big audience due to what it’s
up against. The main event is unique enough to be worth a look
and the rest is fine, though you might want to have the fast
forward button ready.

Results
Jon Moxley/Claudio Castagnoli b. Shane Taylor Promotions –
Rear naked choke to Taylor
Orange Cassidy b. Komander – Orange Punch
Mariah May b. Lady Frost – May Day
Eddie Kingston b. Willie Mack – Spinning backfist
Bryan Danielson b. Yuji Nagata – Running knee
Serena Deeb b. Robyn Renegade – Serenity Lock
FTR/Daniel Garcia b. House Of Black – Garcia escaped the cage

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of
your wrestling headline needs.

 

Dynamite – January 24, 2024:
Here’s Two Hours Of Stuff
Dynamite
Date: January 24, 2024
Location: Enmarket Arena, Savannah, Georgia
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

The road to Revolution continues and the big story coming out
of last week is what could be a three way feud between World
Champion Samoa Joe, Hangman Page and Swerve Strickland. We
should be able to find the next step in that story this week,
plus a good bit more. Like Adam Copeland vs. Minoru Suzuki.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is Samoa Joe to get things going. Joe talks about how
people have to earn title shots but just like Hook last week,
they’ll take a beating. Here is Hook to interrupt, saying Joe
won last week, but they’ll see each other again. Joe bets Hook
will, but calls for security to get him out of here. Cue
security…with Hook beating them up before leaving. Well that
was fast.
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Hangman Page vs. Penta El Zero Miedo

Samoa Joe is on commentary. Penta does the usual pose to start
so  Page  backs  him  into  the  corner.  That  earns  Page  some
running Sling Blades but Page sends him into the corner for a
running boot to the face. They trade chops in the corner until
Penta  has  to  slip  out  of  the  Deadeye.  An  exchange  of
clotheslines and superkicks leave them both down and we take a
break.

Back with Penta kicking him to the floor for a big running
flip dive. They get back inside where Page hammers away in the
corner, followed by Penta’s running Death Valley Driver. Page
avoids having the arm snapped and comes back with a sitout
powerbomb for two. Neither can hit anything big on the apron
so the Buckshot Lariat is countered into Made In Japan for
two.  Page  is  sent  to  the  apron  again  but  he  counters  a
Canadian Destroyer into the Deadeye. Now the Buckshot finishes
Penta at 13:45.

Rating: B. It was the kind of back and forth match that you
would expect in this spot as Page gets a win over someone with
some credibility. They were trading big spots here and while
at times it felt like they were checking moves off a list they
had planned to cover, it was still more than exciting enough
stuff. At the very least, this should put Page on the road to
the title match, where he seems destined to go.

Orange  Cassidy  is  down  to  defend  the  International  Title
against Roderick Strong at Revolution. For now though, he’s
setting up a match for Rampage where the winner gets a title
shot on Collision.

The Young Bucks like the show’s format and want to be called
Nicholas and Matthew. Backstage morale is way up and they want
a great show! Top Flight come in and get chastised for being
late but respect is shown. Do you get the joke yet? I’m not
sure they’re hammering it in hard enough.



Trent Beretta vs. Wardlow

The Best Friends and the Undisputed Kingdom are here too.
Wardlow knocks him into the corner to start and fires off some
shoulders to the ribs. Trent manages to knock him outside and
hits a dive, only to be driven into the barricade. We take a
break and come back with Trent slugging away. A clothesline
sends Wardlow outside, where a distracted referee misses Trent
getting in a chair shot. Back in and a tornado DDT sets up a
piledriver for two on Wardlow so Trent goes up top. Wardlow
pulls him down into a knee and the powerbomb finishes Trent
off at 7:59.

Rating: C+. Between this match and the Kingdom’s first match
after being revealed, I’m really not sure what the thinking is
with this team. They’re struggling to beat midcarders and
haven’t shown the slightest bit of dominance. If Wardlow is
supposed to be the guy to go after the World Title, he’s going
to need a lot more than this, as needing eight minutes to beat
Trent is hardly impressive.

Post match the beatdown is on but the Best Friends make the
save.

Adam Copeland is ready for Minoru Suzuki.

Here are Deonna Purrazzo and Toni Storm for a face to face
interview on the stage. Storm says she’s going to speak first
because she has a massage scheduled. Purrazzo was recently
body shamed which is ridiculous when there is SO MUCH MORE to
shame about her. Storm threatens to twist Purrazzo’s lips
around but Purrazzo says she’s here to be champion.

She’ll win the title arm by arm because this delusional Storm
isn’t the one she wants. She wants the Storm who worked on the
dojo floors and lived in Purrazzo’s house. They even show off
matching  ankle  tattoos,  which  is  why  Storm  doesn’t  have
Purrazzo fooled. Shoe throwing ensues and Purrazzo pulls her
into the Venus de Milo, with Mariah May making the save. That



added a little personal touch to the story, though Purrazzo
still doesn’t sound overly confident with her promos.

Jon Moxley says the Blackpool Combat Club has won a lot of
titles but haven’t had any victory parties. He’s ready to hurt
anyone who gets in the ring with him.

Taya Valkyrie and Johnny TV aren’t happy with people jumping
to the front of the line. That’s why Taya wants to face Deonna
Purrazzo next week.

Swerve Strickland vs. Jeff Hardy

Matt Hardy is here with Jeff. They start slowly, with Swerve
knocking him into the corner so Jeff has to hold his neck.
Jeff shoves him away to get a glare from Swerve, who takes him
down and goes for the arm. Matt offers a distraction though
and Jeff gets out, only to be sent to the apron. A superkick
drops Jeff again and Swerve drops him hard on the floor. Back
up and Jeff manages a Poetry In Motion of the steps to take
Swerve over the barricade as we take a break.

We come back with Jeff knocking him off the top and hitting
the Whisper In The Wind. Jeff kicks him in the face and hits a
splash for two. Swerve gets in a knock off the top and they go
outside, with Jeff hitting a Twist of Fate onto the steps.
Back in and the Swanton hits raised knees, allowing Swerve to
backslide him for two. The rolling Downward Spiral sets up a
suplex into the Swerve Stomp to finish Jeff at 13:57.

Rating: C+. Well the right guy won, though he took his sweet
time  getting  there.  I  get  that  they’re  doing  the
Swerve/Hangman are matching each other, and that makes all the
sense in the world assuming you ignore their two pay per view
matches within the last ten weeks or so. Jeff wasn’t exactly
his old self here, but he did seem like he was trying.

Post break Hangman Page is interrupted by Swerve Strickland,
where they’re told they get to pick the other’s opponents for



next week.

Red Velvet vs. Thunder Rosa

Velvet grabs the arm to start but Rosa drop toeholds her into
the corner. They go outside with Velvet chopping away and we
take  a  break.  Back  with  Rosa  hitting  a  running  dropkick
against the ropes but Velvet rolls her up or a double stomp.
Rosa hits a dropkick and a Tijuana Bomb for the pin at 7:10.

Rating: C. Nothing much to see here, which tends to be the
case with a good deal of the women’s matches. There is only so
much you can do when about half of a match that doesn’t last
eight minutes is in a break and that was the case here. Rosa
is slowly getting back to her pre-injury status, but it is
going to take a long time.

Here are Sting and Darby Allin for a chat. Allin talks about
being asked what it means to be in the ring with Sting. He
remembered hearing about Sting’s career being over and going
down to Sting’s house in Texas. They got in a ring he had down
there and within five minutes, Allin said “you still got it”.
Now Sting is about to hang it up, but maybe they should go out
as Tag Team Champions. Sting is in.

Big Bill and Ricky Starks accept Sting and Allin’s challenge.

Trios Titles: Mogul Embassy vs. Billy Gunn/Acclaimed

Gunn and the Acclaimed, with Bullet Club Gold, are defending.
Cage drives Caster into the corner for the shoulders to the
ribs to start. Caster grabs the arm and hands it off to Bowens
to stay on said arm, only to have Cage pull him into the
corner. Bowens fights up but Prince Nana offers a distraction,
allowing Kaun to knock him off the apron.

We  take  a  break  and  come  back  with  Bowens  hitting  a
Blockbuster but Toa cuts of the tag attempt. That doesn’t last
long  either,  as  Bowens  gets  over  to  Gunn  for  the  house



cleaning tag. Everything breaks down and Kaun faceplants Gunn
for two. Kaun brings in a chair but Jay White takes it away,
allowing Gunn to hit a cobra clutch slam. The Gunns powerbomb
an interfering Nana through the timekeeper’s table, leaving
Toa to take a not very good 3D. The Fameasser into the Arrival
into the Mic Drop retains the titles at 8:52.

Rating: C+. It wasn’t boring, though there was a lot packed
into this, with the interference and the chair and the match
itself, all in less than nine minutes. Still though, the Club
being involved gives me hope that we could be in for a title
unification match. If nothing else, it would mean three less
belts floating around and that sounds rather nice.

Serena Deeb returns on Collision.

Adam Copeland vs. Minoru Suzuki

They slug it out to start with Suzuki getting the better of
things (shocking I know), including a hard forearm to put
Copeland down. Copeland is back up and sends him to the apron
for the big boot. The spear is countered into a guillotine
though,  with  Copeland  having  to  drive  him  through  the
barricade.

Back  in  and  they  slug  it  out  again  for  another  double
knockdown. Back up and they slug it out again until Copeland
grabs an Impaler. Copeland hits a quick spear for two but gets
pulled into the rear naked choke. He reaches for the corner
and the pad is pulled up, with Suzuki going face first into
the buckle. A really not good Killswitch gives Copeland the
pin at 8:52.

Rating: C+. I’m sure there was an audience for this and it
definitely did feel like a major event, but I couldn’t get
into the idea of Copeland and Suzuki trading forearms and then
exchanging some finishers for Copeland to win in about nine
minutes. It felt like a way to say “wait, those two had a
match?”,  which  is  ok,  but  doesn’t  exactly  guarantee  the



quality or interest.

Post match Copeland says he’s never been hit that hard and
offers respect but Suzuki walks off instead. These two had the
kind of match that Christian Cage has never had and Copeland
is still coming for him.

Overall Rating: C+. There was some good wrestling in here but
a grand total of nothing felt important. This show felt like
AEW was saying “here’s two hours of stuff, see you next week”.
While that’s not good, it’s something that every promotion has
done before and it just happens on occasion. They have a
stacked Collision and next week’s Dynamite could very well be
back to full form, so hopefully we can call this a one off
slip and move on.

Results
Hangman page b. Penta El Zero Miedo – Buckshot Lariat
Wardlow b. Trent Beretta – Powerbomb
Swerve Strickland b. Jeff Hardy – Swerve Stomp
Thunder Rosa b. Red Velvet – Package spinning slam
Acclaimed/Billy Gunn b. Mogul Embassy – Mic Drop to Toa
Adam Copeland b. Minoru Suzuki – Killswitch
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Dynamite – January 17, 2024:
I Liked This Show
Dynamite
Date: January 17, 2024
Location: North Charleston Coliseum, North Charleston, South
Carolina
Commentators: Excalibur, Ian Riccaboni, Taz

It’s time for a special main event with Hook challenging Samoa
Joe for the World Title. That should make for an interesting
learning experience for Hook but the question seems to be what
happens next. We’re coming up on Revolution and the show needs
a card to be set up so let’s get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

We open with a video on Hook vs. Samoa Joe.

TNT Title: Christian Cage vs. Dustin Rhodes

Cage, with Killswitch and Nick Wayne, is defending. They fight
over a lockup to start and roll around the ropes with neither
getting anywhere. Cage hammers away in the corner but Rhodes
is right back with the rolling powerslam for two. The fight
heads outside with Cage being sent into the steps and Rhodes
hitting a clothesline off of those steps. Back in and Cage
knocks him off the top and out to the floor, setting up a big
dive.

We take a break and come back with Rhodes missing a crossbody
to fall outside. Rhodes gets back in to slug it out from their
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knees until the bulldog gives Rhodes two. The Code Red gets
two more so Cage goes outside, where he cuts off a dive. Back
in and a frog splash gives Cage two so he grabs the belt, only
to have it taken away.

Rhodes grabs a small package but Wayne turns it over to give
Cage two more. Back up and Shattered Dreams connects and Cross
Rhodes connects for a VERY near fall. Rhodes stops to go after
Wayne so Cage hits a spear into the Killswitch….for two. Cage
is stunned so he hits another Killswitch to retain at 15:26.

Rating: B. I wasn’t looking forward to this one coming in and
they had a heck of a match with Rhodes trying everything he
could but coming up short in the end. Rhodes as the guy who
just does not age is rather impressive and Cage’s great run
continues. Awesome match here and they were absolutely rolling
by the end.

Swerve Strickland is going to be focused on the main event
because he’s watching everything. Yes he wants the World Title
but yes he’s also watching Hangman Page. The thing is, Page
could beat everyone in AEW to the Lord himself…but he can’t
beat Swerve.

Chris Jericho wants revenge on the Don Callis Family. Matt
Sydal of all people comes in to say he wants a match tonight
so they’re on (with Jericho making a Bourne reference).

Trent Beretta/Orange Cassidy vs. Komander/Penta El Zero Miedo

Cassidy and Penta go face to face to start with both of them
taking the other to the mat for a string of misses. Trent
comes in and reverses Komander’s springboard dive into a half
and half suplex. We take a break and come back with Komander
sending Trent to the floor, followed by the big running flip
dive.

Back in and the spike Fear Factor is broken up, allowing Trent
to come back inside to hammer on Komander. Penta kicks Trent



in the head though and adds a Canadian Destroyer. Cassidy has
to dive over the referee for the save so Komander goes up top.
The Phoenix splash misses though and Trent adds the running
knee. Cassidy hits Penta with the Beach Break, followed by the
Orange Punch to Komander. The Crunchy finishes for Trent at
10:16.

Rating: B-. This was another fast paced match with Cassidy and
Trent hanging in there with the faster team. I could go for
more of Trent as he’s an underrated star, but at the same
time, Cassidy seems all but destined for a big showdown with
Roderick Strong. Penta and Komander were just opponents here,
but their high flying stuff was as entertaining as ever.

Post  match  here  is  the  Undisputed  Kingdom,  with  Roderick
Strong wanting Orange Cassidy to take off his glasses for the
staredown. Strong wants an International Title shot because he
is coming for the title. Fans: “SHUT THE F*** UP.” Cassidy is
willing to put the title on the line right now….but let’s wait
until Revolution because Strong wants Cassidy to think about
it. Strong is a dumb villain.

Hangman Page (looking more like Magnum TA every week) wants
the World Title back. Oh and it doesn’t matter if he can’t
beat Swerve Strickland, because Swerve isn’t World Champion.

Here is Mark Briscoe, with his family in the crowd, for a chat
on the anniversary of his brother’s death. Jay’s daughters
were in the car with him and one was told she would never walk
again. Well here she is, walking on her own (with presumably
her sister and brother). That’s awesome.

Video on Jay Briscoe.

We get a sitdown interview with the Young Bucks, who want to
be called by their full names because they are Executive Vice
Presidents. You have heard some things about them, but what
would you do to protect your family? Things were changing and
they  needed  to  stop  leaning  on  yesterday’s  self  serving



cancerous stars. Sting is the last of a dying breed so it’s
time to get rid of him too. When asked if that’s a direct call
out for Revolution, they leave for the sake of a meeting. I
can’t believe it but somehow they’re more annoying than they
were before.

Ring Of Honor Six Man Tag Team Titles: Bullet Club Gold vs.
Mogul Embassy

The Club is challenging. Kaun strikes away at White to start
so it’s off to the Gunns to take him down. Cage comes in with
a superkick and it’s Kaun coming back in for an elbow as we
take a break. Back with Colten cleaning house and getting two
off a neckbreaker. The Embassy takes him back down though and
a sitout powerbomb into an Air Raid Crash gets two.

Colten backdrops his way out of trouble and hands it back to
White to strike away at Kaun. 3:10 To Yuma hits Cage but a
Prince  Nana  distraction  lets  Kaun  hit  a  fireman’s  carry
gutbuster. Cue Anthony Bowens for a distraction though and
White hits the Blade Runner for the pin and the titles at
9:31.

Rating: C+. If there is any sanity around here, this will lad
to a unification match to get rid of one set of the Six Man
Titles. There has never been any need to have two sets of them
around and now it’s time to get rid of one. Other than that,
you had a good enough match with a title change that needed to
happen due to Cage’s injury.

Post match the Acclaimed and Billy Gunn come out for the
staredown.

Adam Cole hypes up Wardlow as the new wrecking ball on his way
to the World Title.

Deonna Purrazzo vs. Anna Jay

Toni Storm is on commentary. Purrazzo spins out of a wristlock



to start and rolls Jay up for a fast one. Jay has to bail over
to the ropes, where she grabs a neckbreaker over the ropes. We
take a break and come back with Purrazzo getting two off a
clothesline. Jay kicks her in the face for two more but the
Queenslayer is countered into a quickly broken armbar. They
forearm it out until Purrazzo pulls her into the Venus de Milo
(double armbar) for the tap at 6:40.

Rating: C. There was barely enough to rate here with the
commercial involved and that’s pretty normal for a lot of
women’s matches around here. Purrazzo is off to a good start
and I wouldn’t be surprised if she got the next title shot
either on a big Dynamite or at Revolution. As usual, Anna
loses after building up some momentum, which tends to be her
case.

Post match Purrazzo says she doesn’t know what is up with Toni
Storm, but Purrazzo has changed as well. Storm has never met
the Virtuosa, but Storm calls her an artificially tanned hag.
The shoe is thrown and Purrazzo chases her off.

Top Flight vs. Private Party

Kassidy takes Darius down to start but they nip up for the
staredown. Everyone gets in for the staredown and it’s off to
Dante vs. Quen. Dante takes him down by the arm but Kassidy is
back in with a springboard crossbody. We take a break and come
back with Darius working on Kassidy’s arm as commentary talks
about almost anything else. Kassidy fights up and brings in
Quen to clean house, including a 450 to Dante. Everything
breaks down and Dante knees Quen in the face. Gin and Juice
takes  Dante  down,  leaving  Quen  to  roll  up  Darius  (while
grabbing the rope) for the pin at 10:11.

Rating: B-. Take two high flying teams and let them go nuts
for a bit. It’s a little strange to see Private Party come
back and have a fairly high profile match like this one but at
least they won. I can go for Private Party as villains, but



AEW needs to actually go somewhere with them or it won’t
matter.

Video on Sting and Darby Allin.

AEW World Title: Hook vs. Samoa Joe

Only Joe’s title is on the line. Hook goes right after him to
start and they’re already on the floor, where Joe strikes
away. Back in and Joe hits a jumping enziguri in the corner,
followed by the hard kick to the chest. Hook gets in some
shots of his own and knocks Joe outside, setting up the big
forearm from the apron. Joe isn’t having that and release Rock
Bottoms him through the announcers’ table.

That earns him a double middle finger so Joe powerbombs Hook
onto the apron. Back in and Joe snaps off a powerslam for two,
followed  by  a  Death  Valley  Driver  for  the  same.  The
MuscleBuster gets one but Hook is back up with some running
clotheslines and the t-bone suplex. Redrum goes on but Joe
reverses into the Koquina Clutch for the knockout win at 8:45.

Rating: B. This is a good example of a match that was pretty
much exactly what you would have expected but better. Hook
wasn’t going to win the title here but he brought the energy
and Joe felt like he was in a fight. Granted I could have gone
without the new World Champion’s finisher only getting a one
count, but otherwise Joe looked like a killer as usual.

Post match Joe gives him another MuscleBuster but here is
Hangman Page to chase Joe off. Swerve Strickland is watching
from the crowd and stares at Page as Hook leaves to end the
show.

Overall  Rating:  B.  This  was  a  show  that  focused  on  the
wrestling and that ranged from pretty good to very good. They
also took some steps towards Revolution as you can see a lot
of the card from here. If you take out the Young Bucks making
me want to put my head through a wall, it’s that much better



of a show. Rather strong show this week and I had a good time
throughout.

Results
Christian Cage b. Dustin Rhodes – Killswitch
Orange Cassidy/Trent Beretta b. Komander/Penta El Zero Miedo –
Crunchy to Komander
Bullet Club Gold b. Mogul Embassy – Blade Runner to Kaun
Deonna Purrazzo b. Anna Jay – Venus de Milo
Private Party b. Top Flight – Rollup to Darius while grabbing
the rope
Samoa Joe b. Hook – Koquina Clutch
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They Fixed A Problem
Battle Of The Belts IX
Date: January 13, 2024
Location: Chartway Arena, Norfolk, Virginia
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness, Kevin Kelly

We’re  back  with  another  quarterly  special,  but  this  time
around things are a bit different. This edition features a
match that has been built up over a few weeks rather than just
in the last few days. That alone makes things more interesting
and now we could be in for a more entertaining show. Let’s get
to it.

Tag  Team  Titles:  Chris  Jericho/Sammy  Guevara  vs.  Ricky
Starks/Big Bill

Starks and Bill are defending in a street fight. We’re joined
in  progress  as  they’re  fighting  in  the  parking  lot  with
Jericho and Bill taking over before going after each other for
a change. Bill gets the better of things and Starks is back
up, with Jericho being thrown near a tree. Cue Sammy Guevara
on a golf cart (because that’s a thing that happened years
ago) to run the champs over for two.

Bill is back up with a backpack full of bricks to Guevara but
Jericho suplexes him onto a car. That would be the car of Ring
Of Honor’s Rhett Titus, who yells at Jericho and gets the
Judas Effect for his complaints. They go inside, where Starks
puts  a  plunger  in  Jericho’s  face.  Jericho  is  back  up  by
putting Starks’ face into a copy machine as the other two
brawl down the hall. Bill escapes a choke and hammers Guevara
down as we take a break.

Back  with  Bill  choking  with  a  table  cloth  until  Guevara
manages a blast with a fire extinguisher. They find the food
table for the required mustard shot and then finally go into
the arena. Jericho loads up the announcers’ table but here is
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Konosuke Takeshita to kendo stick Jericho in the head. Bill
powerbombs  Jericho  through  the  table  to  leave  them  both
laying. Starks and Guevara fight near the stage, with Guevara
putting him down and climbing the lighting structure. The big
flip dive…misses as Powerhouse Hobbs comes in to pull Starks
away. Starks gets the pin to retain at 18:39.

Rating: B-. The match was a wild brawl and I’m sure there was
no hidden reason to keep Jericho in the back and away from the
live crowd for that long. They did a nice job with making this
feel like a fight instead of a match, but egads the idea of
more Jericho vs. Don Callis makes my head hurt. At the same
time, AEW gets major points here for having a Battle of the
Belts match that has been built up for weeks. That has been
one  of  the  major  issues  with  these  shows  and  they  did
something about it here, so very well done on that front.

Video on Serena Deeb, who wants gold.

TBS Title: Anna Jay vs. Julia Hart

Hart is defending and takes her down to start, with Jay’s head
being slammed onto the mat. Jay gets caught in the corner for
some more shots, only to be tossed outside where her banged up
shoulder is even more banged up. We take a break and come back
with Jay twisting Hart’s arm down and kicking her in the ribs
for two. Hart gets in a quick STO for two but she has to fight
out of the Queenslayer. Another Queenslayer has Jay in trouble
for a change but Jay slips out as well. A quick trip takes Jay
again though and it’s Hartless to retain the title at 9:00.

Rating: C. I’m not saying they should have changed the title
here (as they shouldn’t have), but at some point Jay needs to
actually win something. Like so many other people on the AEW
roster, it feels like she gets some momentum going and then
falls right back down without ever actually getting some kind
of an accomplishment. That was the case again here, as she got
a little bit of a build and then it comes crashing down one



more time. That’s only going to be possible so many times, but
I’m not sure what exactly she could win.

Jeff  Jarrett  and  company  argued  again,  with  Satnam  Singh
coming in not making it better.

International Title: Orange Cassidy vs. Preston Vance

Cassidy is defending but here is the Undisputed Kingdom to
watch. Vance hits his discus lariat to start and Cassidy is
knocked outside. Back in and Cassidy hits the Orange Punch but
can’t get the Beach Break. Vance can’t get the full nelson so
Cassidy tries a rollup, which is reversed into a wheelbarrow
German suplex. A kick to the face sends Cassidy outside and a
delayed vertical suplex gives Vance two back inside.

We take a break and come back with Cassidy dropkicking him to
the  floor,  setting  up  the  suicide  dive.  Back  in  and  the
tornado  DDT  is  countered  into  a  spinebuster,  with  the
Undisputed Kingdom certainly approving. Cassidy fires off the
lazy slaps before taking him down in the corner for some more
aggressive stomping.

The Stundog Millionaire and tornado DDT give Cassidy two and
Vance is sent outside. He pulls Cassidy’s dive out of the air
and all away slams Cassidy into the Undisputed Kingdom for a
crash. Back in and Vance grabs the full nelson but Cassidy
slips out and hits the Orange Punch. The Beach Break retains
the title at 11:45.

Rating: B-. The fast start was nice here as they made me
forget that I was supposed to be invested in a Preston Vance
title shot. At the same time, Cassidy seems to have a big
title showdown on the horizon and that is the best thing that
could happen for him at the moment. The match was the usual
Cassidy stuff, but Vance was at least trying rather hard here
and it helped a lot.

Post match the Undisputed Kingdom gets in the ring so Roderick



Strong can say Cassidy’s clock is ticking. Cassidy holds up
the title to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. It’s kind of amazing how much just having
a title match built up helped this show. It made things feel
important  after  so  many  instances  of  this  series  feeling
thrown together. This still isn’t a show you need to run out
of your way to see, but it had three good to good enough
matches and is out of the way in an hour. Not bad at all here,
with the extra effort helping a lot.

Results
Ricky Starks/Big Bill b. Chris Jericho/Sammy Guevara – Pin
after Guevara misses a splash
Julia Hart b. Anna Jay – Hartless
Orange Cassidy b. Preston Vance – Beach Break
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Dynamite – January 10, 2024
(Homecoming): Welcome Back?
Dynamite
Date: January 10, 2024
Location: Daily’s Place, Jacksonville, Florida
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

We’re back to Jacksonville for the Homecoming show, which is
likely going to focus on a lot of the greatest hits. At the
same time, there is still a chance that some of the regulars
are going to be over in Japan, so it is hard to say who will
be around for the show. We’re also less than two months away
from Revolution so it might be time to start getting ready.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Hangman Page vs. Claudio Castagnoli

They start fast and slug away with the fight heading to the
floor. Castagnoli gets the better of things before they head
back inside. A bunch of forearms to the head rock Page and
Castagnoli gets the Swing, setting up the Sharpshooter. The
rope is grabbed so Castagnoli slugs away again, only to get
caught with a fall away slam.

A springboard clothesline sends Castagnoli to the floor and
there’s a slingshot dive to hit him again. We pause for Page
to have a fan’s beer, with Castagnoli gorilla pressing him
over the top and onto the ramp. Back from a break with the
fight on the ramp, with Page clotheslining Castagnoli into the
ring. The Buckshot Lariat is countered into Swiss Death for
two and they slug it out back inside.

Page knocks him to the floor hits a moonsault, followed by
another off the stage to drop Castagnoli again. A Tombstone
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gives Page two and they both need a breather. They trade more
hard shots until the Deadeye gives Page two. Castagnoli takes
him to the corner and tries a super Riccola Bomb but Page
reverses into a hurricanrana. That and a pair of Buckshot
Lariats finish Castagnoli at 17:05.

Rating: B. For a cold match, this was a heck of a fight with
both guys laying it in as well as they could. That’s all you
can ask for out of a match like this and they made it work
rather well. Page needs the win as he seems primed for another
match with Swerve Strickland so starting against Castagnoli is
a good thing. As for Castagnoli…oh he’ll be fine as always.

We take a quick look at Brodie Lee.

Dustin Rhodes/ Preston Vance/Orange Cassidy/Adam Copeland vs.
Mogul Embassy/Lance Archer

Jake Roberts and Prince Nana are here with the heels. Rhodes
powerslams Toa to start and hands it off to Vance, who gets
driven into the corner. Cage comes in to send Vance into the
buckles but it’s off to Copeland to slug away. Cassidy gets to
come in and tires his usual on the Gates of Agony, with Toa
Pouncing him out to the floor.

We take a break and come back with Archer beating on Cassidy
in the corner. Roberts and Jose the Assistant get in a fight
on the floor, with the distraction letting Cassidy fight over
to Vance. House is cleaned and everything breaks down, with
Copeland Impalering Cage. The villains clear the ring but
Archer and Cage hit each other, leaving Copeland to spear Cage
down. Vance’s discus lariat finishes Cage at 10:21.

Rating: B-. This was a bit about Brodie Lee but more about
getting some people on the show, even in something of a random
fashion. The match was the usual form of chaos and it was good
enough for a match that got a bit of time. That being said,
Copeland being in there felt a bit off, as this kind of match
seems somewhat beneath him. Anyway, nice stuff here, even with



Vance feeling out of place.

Bullet  Club  Gold  wants  the  Trios  Titles  so  here  are  the
Acclaimed and Billy Gunn, who again suggest an alliance. The
Club wants more time to think about it.

Here is Samoa Joe to get things going. After a THANK YOU JOE
chant, it’s time to make some changes to who gets title shots.
Here are the changes that we’re making: no more whining and
crying here or on social media. Bring your record and your
reputation and submit it to the championship committee. If
you’re deemed worthy, you get the right to get beaten up. The
new championship era is here and for all who want a piece of
him,  our  champion  will  be  waiting….and  here  is  Swerve
Strickland,  flanked  by  the  Mogul  Embassy.

Swerve declares this his house and says the same thing he said
to  Hangman  Page:  this  isn’t  personal,  but  Swerve  wants
something Joe has. Now once he takes the title, and Joe makes
it personal, Swerve can do that too. Cue Page to interrupt,
saying he’s throwing his name in the title picture too. Page
talks about what he did in 2023 and promises to make the title
his in the new year. Swerve is about to go after him but
leaves instead.

Joe and Page go face to face, with Page saying he remembers
what Joe did and promises to take the title. With everyone
else gone, here is Hook to confront Joe. Hook gets in his face
and says one week before leaving. Even Taz sounds confused.
Hook in a one off title match where he gets to showcase
himself in defeat isn’t a bad idea, as it isn’t like he has
anything else going on.

Toni Storm didn’t watch Mariah May’s match and is worried
about Wendi Richter rather than the debuting Deonna Purrazzo.
May: “She kicked me in the face.” Storm: “Darling, have a
chocolate.” She wants to meet this Donna Polazzo but can’t
remember the last line of her catchphrase. May tries to help



her and is told she’s ruined the moment. This was absolutely
hilarious.

Ricky Starks vs. Sammy Guevara

Starks works on the wristlock to start but Guevara is back
with a headlock. Guevara knocks him outside for the moonsault,
with Starks coming up favoring his arm. Back up and they fight
on the apron, with Starks hitting a double underhook faceplant
to take over as we take a break.

We come back with Guevara knocking him down but moonsaulting
onto raised boots. Starks’ sitout powerbomb gets two but he
has to reverse the GTS into a rollup for two more. Back up and
Guevara kicks him in the face twice and grabs a quick small
package for the pin at 9:22.

Rating: B-. I’m not sure if something happened in there but
Starks was looking off for a good chunk of the match. The
ending came a bit out of nowhere too and made things feel all
the weirder. They did the right thin by having Guevara win of
course, as the Tag Team Title match is looming this weekend

Post match respect is shown but it’s a ruse for Big Bill to
come in and beat up Guevara. Chris Jericho runs in from behind
for the save. Jericho and Bill fight into the crowd while
Guevara celebrates with fans.

Willow Nightingale/Kris Statlander/Anna Jay/Thunder Rosa vs.
Saraya/Ruby Soho/Skye Blue/Julia Hart

Harley Cameron is here with Saraya and company. Anna and Soho
lock up to start with the former snapping off a headscissors.
Nightingale comes in for the basement crossbody before it’s
off to Rosa vs. Hart. The villains get to stomp away in the
corner but Rosa elbows her way out of trouble. It’s back to
Nightingale to take over but Cameron shoves her off the top.

We take a break and come back with Statlander getting the tag



to come in and clean house. A falcon Arrow gives Statlander
two and the villains get caught in a quadruple suplex, leaving
commentary trying to figure out how to call it. Everything
breaks down and we get the parade of knockdowns. We get a Jay
vs. Hart slugout until Blue tags herself in and superkicks
Jay. That’s fine with Anna, who pulls her into the Queenslayer
for the tap at 8:58.

Rating: C+. This got a hair more time than women’s matches
tend to get around here and that helped things out a bit. At
the same time, there is only so much you can do with eight
women in a match that barely gives them a minute each. At
least it got them on the show though, and in this case that
feels like the main goal.

Wheeler Yuta doesn’t like Eddie Kingston and challenge him for
the Continental Crown on Rampage. Of note: commentary says
that if Yuta wins, he’s a quadruple champion, so apparently
all of the titles are defended at once.

Bryan Keith vs. Roderick Strong

The rest of the Undisputed Kingdom is here too. Keith kicks
him down to start and chops away before taking it to the
apron. Strong fights back and takes him back inside for the
stomps in the corner. An enziguri into the Angle Slam gives
Strong two but Keith kicks him in the face again. Diamond Dust
plants Strong and Keith rolls him up for two, only to get
kneed in the face. End o Heartache finishes for Strong at
4:21.

Rating: C+. This was a better debut than the Kingdom had as
part o the team last week. At the very least, Strong didn’t
take a good while to pick up the win, which should get him
closer to Orange Cassidy and the International Title. Keith
feels like he is on an extended tryout and that might be
better.  While  he  is  talented,  the  roster  is  heavy  enough
already and adding someone else doesn’t seem like the best



idea, at least with someone of Keith’s status.

Post match the team gets in the ring, with Adam Cole promising
that the team is going to win a lot of titles.

Deonna Purrazzo wants the Women’s Title and will debut on
Collision.  Red  Velvet  comes  in  and  seems  to  accept  the
challenge.

Jim Ross joins commentary for the main event.

Sting/Darby Allin vs. Don Callis Family

Texas Tornado tag with Ric Flair and Don Callis here too. It’s
a brawl to start with Sting chasing Hobbs into the crowd and
hitting him with a chair. Takeshita and Allin follow in a
different area as Hobbs is sent into some trashcans. Back at
ringside, Takeshita hits a scary rolling German suplex on
Allin and we take a break.

We come back with Allin being tossed into a powerslam, with
Sting (looking spent) having to make a save. The Family sends
Allin flying, with a nasty landing head first in the ropes.
Sting gets kneed down by Takeshita….s Flair comes in to chop
away at Hobbs. Sting is back up for the save and they all
fight to the stage, with Allin being sent into the wall.

Takeshita’s running knee misses so Allin climbs the stage and
Coffin  Drops  onto  Takeshita,  who  kind  of  guides  him  down
instead  of  catching  him.  Hobbs  and  Sting  fight  along  the
platform around ringside, with Sting hitting a Death Drop off
said platform and through the announcers’ table for the in at
9:59.

Rating: B-. To call this wild would be an understatement, with
Sting and Allin doing some crazy bumps that are probably not
exactly  safe.  For  now  though,  Sting’s  retirement  tour
continues with another win, and now all he needs is to get
through Revolution in less than two months. This was a crazy



main event, but at times it was scarier than it needed to be.

Post match Sting is asked who he wants to face in his final
match…..and  here  are  the  Young  Bucks  to  interrupt.  The
staredown seems to say the match is on to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. There was a weird theme to this show as it
felt like they were trying to get in as much stuff as they
could. Granted that is probably due to what seems like some of
the bigger names still missing, which is ok for a one off. The
good thing is they still do have a lot more time before
Revolution, so having more of a fun show designed to set
things up for the future is hardly some terrible choice. They
tried something different here and it worked well enough to
get by for a week.

Results
Hangman Page b. Claudio Castagnoli – Buckshot lariat
Orange  Cassidy/Preston  Vance/Adam  Copeland/Dustin  Rhodes  b.
Mogul Embassy/Lance Archer – Discus lariat to Cage
Sammy Guevara b. Ricky Starks – Small package
Willow  Nightingale/Anna  Jay/Thunder  Rosa/Kris  Statlander  b.
Saraya/Ruby Soho/Julia Hart/Skye Blue – Queenslayer to Blue
Roderick Strong b. Bryan Keith – End Of Heartache
Sting/Darby Allin b. Don Callis Family – Scorpion Death Drop
through a table to Hobbs

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of
your wrestling headline needs.

 

http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/

