
Monday Night Raw – September
23, 2024: Monster Prelude
Monday Night Raw
Date: September 23, 2024
Location: Toyota Arena, Ontario, California
Commentators: Wade Barrett, Joe Tessitore

We’re getting closer to Bad Blood and the big Raw match will
see CM Punk vs. Drew McIntyre inside the Cell. That’s for a
few weeks away though and this week has a big match of its
own.  Bron  Breakker  will  be  defending  the  Intercontinental
Title against Jey Uso, who is looking for his first singles
title. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Dominik Mysterio and Liv Morgan arrive at the arena when the
fight between Braun Strowman and Bronson Reed goes through a
bunch of merchandise. Mysterio and Morgan come to the ring
and,  after  a  look  at  the  end  of  last  week’s  show  where
Judgment Day beat down the Terror Twins, Morgan brags about
taking everything from the two of them. This includes the most
handsome man in the world.

Cue  Rhea  Ripley  (no  longer  limping)  to  mock  the  idea  of
Mysterio  finally  finding  some  testicular  fortitude.  Morgan
laughs it off and says Ripley might still have Mysterio if she
paid as much attention as she did to Damian Priest. We get a
rant about how Morgan is going to win because she is smarter
than  Ripley.  That  makes  Ripley  laugh,  as  she  is  fully
medically cleared for Bad Blood, but this message is for the
both of them. At Bad Blood, Mysterio is going to be behind
bars in a hanging shark cage. A headbutt knocks Morgan silly.
That’s  a  good  way  to  go  for  the  rematch,  as  it  needed
something to make it stand out.
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We look at Sami Zayn getting beaten down by Imperium but
fighting back against Ludwig Kaiser last week.

Sami Zayn vs. Ludwig Kaiser

Zayn sends him into the corner to start and stomps Kaiser out
to the floor. That works a bit better for Kaiser, who tosses
Zayn into the steps to take over. The running dropkick in the
corner rocks Zayn again but he’s right back with a middle rope
ax handle. They fight outside again, with Zayn going for his
moonsault  off  of  the  barricade  but  getting  sent  into  the
timekeeper’s area instead.

We take a break and come back with Kaiser sitting him on top
but Zayn snaps off a sunset bomb for two. An exploder into the
corner and they go back to the floor, with Kaiser sending him
into the steps. The running dropkick sends Zayn hard into the
steps for a nine count, leaving Kaiser stunned. Back in and a
rollup  with  feet  on  the  ropes  gives  Kaiser  two  but  Zayn
suplexes  him  into  the  corner  again.  The  Helluva  Kick  is
countered with a kick to the face for two so Kaiser tries the
wind-up DDT. That’s reversed into a German suplex and now the
Helluva Kick can finish Kaiser at 12:18.

Rating: B-. Zayn’s path towards a likely World Heavyweight
Championship shot continues as he beats the champion’s minion
in a pretty nice match. Zayn knows how to fight back from
adversity and he made it work here. This was a logical step
forward for Zayn, as Gunther is not likely to be happy about
what happened here.

Post match here is an annoyed Gunther to say that Zayn has
wanted a title shot for weeks. Now Gunther has seen enough, so
this is the right place and the right time…to say no. Barrett
thinks this is hilarious.

We look back at the New Day’s issues last week.

Xavier Woods and Kofi Kingston talk and say it’s water under



the bridge. Kofi has brought back some classic New Day stuff
(Booty O’s, Francesca) but Woods thinks it’s time to look
forward and be more serious. Kofi gets that and says Woods can
make the decisions for the next few weeks (Kofi doesn’t seem
annoyed) but American Made interrupts. After some mockery,
Woods is ready to call his first play: New Day vs. the Creeds
tonight. With American Made gone, a guy comes up with some
pancakes but Kofi sends him away without Woods seeing for a
funny bit.

Video on Bron Breakker vs. Jey Uso.

Liv Morgan and Dominik Mysterio protest the new stipulation to
Adam Pearce, who doesn’t care. The rest of the Judgment Day
comes  in  to  say  they’ll  take  this  out  on  the  LWO.  Ilja
Dragunov comes in and isn’t intimidated by the team.

Dragon Lee vs. Carlito

Lee wastes no time in knocking him outside for the big suicide
dive. Back in and Carlito hammers away as the LWO and Judgment
Day brawl on the floor. Rey Mysterio returns to take out
Judgment Day and Operation Dragon finishes for Lee at 2:11.

Karrion Kross comes in to see Miz, who doesn’t have time for
this. Kross wants Miz to be himself and says monsters come in
all shapes and sizes.

Sheamus talks about how Pete Dunne attacked him last week.
They’re not done, and he can’t wait to hear the people call
Dunne “Butch”.

Bronson Reed vs. The Miz

Hold on though as Braun Strowman jumps Reed on the floor. The
big fight is on with security not being able to break it up.
Strowman loads up what could be a ring breaking superplex but
security finally breaks it up. No match.

Here is Drew McIntyre for a chat. McIntyre recaps what CM Punk



said last week an everything he promised to do inside the
Cell. He knows Punk believed everything he said and McIntyre
is worried about getting in the Cell. Their families don’t
want these matches to happen because of what it is doing to
them. This match is going to happen and McIntyre promises to
make Punk bleed and suffer. Punk has always seen himself as a
divine figure, but McIntyre is going to break him permanently.
We’re kinds of to the point where there is nothing left to say
and they just need to go maul each other again.

Adam  Pearce  makes  Braun  Strowman  vs.  Bronson  Reed,  Last
Monster Standing next week. We hear a noise though and Pete
Dunne has jumped Sheamus.

Unholy Union vs. Damage CTRL

Before the match, Damage CTRL is in the back and runs into
Bianca Belair and Jade Cargill. Belair praises Iyo Sky for
last week’s match and would love to run it back. Sky would
love to as well, but next time they’re coming for the Women’s
Tag  Team  Titles.  The  champs  say  they’ll  keep  the  titles
against anyone. Sky flips over Dawn to start and stomps on her
foot before Damage CTRL hits a double dropkick.

Sane’s (with her eye bandaged) top rope leg lariat gets two
but Fyre offers a distraction so Sane can be sent into the
apron. We take a beak and come back with Fyre ripping off the
bandage but Sane gets over for the tag anyway. Sky hits a
springboard double dropkick, setting up a Meteora for two on
Fyre. Sane hits a dive to take Fyre down on the floor and Over
The Moonsault finishes Dawn at 9:42.

Rating: B-. Damage CTRL is all but guaranteed to get the next
title shot and that very well may be the title match that we
see on the Raw before Bad Blood. Beating the former champions
is a good way to help set that match up and Damage CTRL looked
good on the way there. Now just make the title match work.

We look at Jey Uso and Bron Breakker trading spears last week.



Breakker says it’s game day and someone is going to take a
beating, but it won’t be him.

We look at fan signs.

We look at the Cody Rhodes/Roman Reigns encounter at Georgia
Tech from Smackdown.

Sami Zayn gives Jey Uso a pep talk.

New Day vs. American Made

Woods and Julius trade headlocks to start until Julius hammers
away.  A  powerslam  is  broken  up  though  and  Woods  hits  a
spinning forearm to the face. Kofi comes in to work on the arm
but Julius suplexes Brutus onto him. That doesn’t last long as
Kofi is back with a shot of his own. Woods comes back in to
electric chair Kofi into a moonsault for two on Brutus, who is
back up for a chop off. Julius and Woods both hit top rope
superplexes and we take a break.

Back with Woods hitting a clothesline but the referee doesn’t
see the tag to Kofi. Chad Gable gets in a cheap shot on the
floor but Woods fights out of another superplex attempt and
his a missile dropkick. Kofi comes in and gets to clean house,
including the top rope Trust Fall to take out the Creeds on
the floor. Trouble In Paradise misses though and the SOS is
countered. Kofi drops Julius but Woods wants the tag, only to
go after the interfering Gable instead. The distraction lets
Julius hit a running knee, setting up the Brutus Ball for the
pin at 15:13.

Rating: B. The downfall of the New Day continues and that
could lead to some interesting situations. It still wouldn’t
surprise me to see Big E. come back and reunite the team. It
would make sense for the team’s tenth anniversary, though
there is something intriguing about the team FINALLY splitting
and doing something else after all this time.



Damian Priest talks about how he is not his brother’s keeper
but he had to keep Finn Balor during their time in Judgment
Day. Priest and Rhea Ripley won titles but Balor sat in the
corner, all upset. Yes he is his brother’s keeper, but Balor
is not his brother.

We get another Wyatt Sicks video, seemingly talking about how
someone who was dead will live.

The Pure Fusion Collective declares themselves the future.

The  LWO  talks  to  New  Day  and  apologizes  for  the
miscommunication last week. Woods talks about how Rey Mysterio
should save the advice for Dominik Mysterio. Rey doesn’t have
time for this because he has to face Finn Balor next week.
Woods says Rey only has time for former World Champion so Rey
says they can fight next week instead.

Video on Braun Strowman vs. Bronson Reed, made up like a
monster movie.

Intercontinental Title: Jey Uso vs. Bron Breakker

Breakker is defending and shoulders him down with no trouble
to start. Uso is up with a right hand to the floor though and
there’s a suicide dive as we take a break. Back with Breakker
hitting  a  powerslam  and  firing  off  the  shoulders  in  the
corner.  The  overhead  belly  to  belly  sends  Uso  flying  and
Breakker grabs something like a seated abdominal stretch.

A backbreaker into the pushups gives Breakker a big Steiner
reference but Jey superkicks him to the floor (must be an
Outsiders fan). Breakker cuts off the dive though and hits a
bulldog off the apron onto the announcers’ table as we take
another  break.  Back  again  with  Jey  punching  him  down  and
hitting the running Umaga Attack for two.

Breakker is right back with a fireman’s carry gutbuster for
two of his own but Jey gets two more off a Samoan drop.



Breakker is back up with a super Frankensteiner for another
near fall and the gorilla press powerslam gets two more. Jey
rolls outside and gets speared down but Jey hits his own back
inside.

The Superfly Splash connects for a near fall with the fans
going nuts on the kickout. They go outside again where the
running spear is cut off by Jey’s superkick before he spears
Breakker into the timekeeper’s area. Back in and another spear
into the Superfly Splash gives Jey the pin and the title at
20:19.

Rating: B-. Well that was something of a surprise. This felt
like it was going to be Breakker’s big win over a popular star
but the pulled the trigger instead. As much as I would have
loved for Breakker to have the big, dominant reign (and he
still might in the future), Uso had to win something at some
point and this was as good as any other idea.

The celebration ens the show.

Overall Rating: B-. This wasn’t the big show (save for the
surprise title change) but it did set things up for later,
which is what matters. There are some important matches set
for next week, including the Last Man Standing and Rey vs.
Woods, so they’re already off to a strong start. This was a
passable enough show, but more importantly it got things ready
for later.

Results
Sami Zayn b. Ludwig Kaiser – Helluva Kick
Dragon Lee b. Carlito – Operation Dragon
Damage CTRL b. Unholy Union – Over The Moonsault to Fyre
American Made b. New Day – Brutus Ball to Woods
Jey Uso b. Bron Breakker – Superfly Splash

 

 



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Monday Night Raw – September
9,  2024:  The  Biggest  Laugh
I’ve Had In Years
Monday Night Raw
Date: September 9, 2024
Location: Scotiabank Saddledome, Calgary, Albert, Canada
Commentators: Joe Tessitore, Wade Barrett

It’s  the  season  premiere  of  the  show  and  since  we’re  in
Calgary, Bret Hart is here for a special appearance. We’ve
also got the Women’s Tag Team Titles on the line and a four
way for the #1 contendership to the Intercontinental Title.
Throw in the start of the build to Bad Blood in less than a
month and we should be in for a big one. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The announcers welcome us to the show and throw us to a video
recapping American Made vs. the Wyatt Sicks.
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American Made vs. Wyatt Sicks

Street fight. It’s a big brawl to start (as it should be) with
Nikki Cross bringing out the weapons. The Creeds try some
double teaming but Rowan suplexes both of them down on the
floor and runs Gable over. Uncle Howdy (not in the match) sits
in the rocking chair as Rowan brings out the first table.

Cross sprays Rowan with the fire extinguisher and the Creeds
put him through a table before burying him with a bunch of
stuff. Lumis gets chaired down but pops up and hits a belly to
back suplex into a jumping legdrop on Gable. Gacy hits the
Upside Down to drop the Creeds but Julius kendo sticks him in
the back. The women fight over the announcers’ table as the
Creeds load up another table.

Rowan comes back from the burial and wrecks the Creeds with a
piece of the barricade but Gable takes him down with a shot to
the back. Gable German suplexes Rowan into the barricade and
the Brutus Ball into a steps shot puts him down again. Gacy
dives  onto  Gable  and  Lumis  flip  dives  onto  the  Creeds,
followed by a clothesline to drop Gable inside.

Gable is back up with a super Angle Slam to put Gacy through
the table for two. Gable grabs the ankle lock and Nile is in
with kendo stick shots to Gacy but Cross makes the save. Rowan
claw slams Gable onto the steps, with Howdy coming in with a
Sister Abigail to Julius. Lumis’ frog splash pins Gable at
16:53.

Rating: B. This was a heck of a fight and a good bit better
than I was expecting. I’m still not sure what the Wyatts do
next as this should wrap up the feud, but at least they got a
big win. That being said, can we please stop seeing Gable
lose? It wouldn’t have been the same for one of the Creeds to
take the fall, but dang seeing Gable get pinned again was sad.

Tessitore lets us know that from October 7 – the end of the
year, the show will only be two hours. Oh that’s a big change.



We look back at Liv Morgan injuring Rhea Ripley’s leg last
week and the Terror Twins going after the Judgment Day. Morgan
defending the Women’s Title against Ripley is set for Bad
Blood.

Here is Finn Balor for a chat. He wants to talk about Damian
Priest holding him down while Balor was trying to hold him up.
Balor should have been the World Heavyweight Champion a long
time ago but Priest was always there with that briefcase. He
calls Priest out here right now so here is Priest to say he’s
dropping Balor right now. Balor says he wants a match at Bad
Blood, one on one, which works for Priest.

Cue Judgment Day to swarm Priest, with Rhea Ripley, on a
crutch, limping down the aisle, but cutting Liv Morgan off
with a crutch shot. Dominik Mysterio comes after Ripley and
gets crutched down instead. Morgan takes out the bad knee and
they get inside. Priest covers Ripley and takes the crutch
shots from Morgan, only for Dominik to pull him off and unload
with crutch shots to the ribs, setting up Balor’s Coup de
Grace. Cue Jey Uso for the save with a chair though and the
fans approve. The Judgment Day had to get some heat on the
Terror Twins and this worked well.

Braun Strowman talks about how he’s ready to win the four way
tonight and become #1 contender to get the Intercontinental
Title back. Bron Breakker comes in and says he’s ready to
prove that you don’t have to be that big to be a monster.
Breakker’s confidence is great and it feels earned.

Women’s Tag Team Titles: Unholy Union vs. Bianca Belair/Jade
Cargill

Belair and Cargill are defending. Fyre gets taken down by
Belair  to  start  and  it’s  off  to  Cargill  for  the  double
shoulder. Dawn comes in and manages to take Cargill into the
corner, where Fyre gets in a shot to the knee. Cargill kicks
her away though and it’s back to Belair to clean house.



A double high crossbody takes the challengers out and there’s
the handspring moonsault for two on Dawn. Belair’s superplex
is blocked and a double powerbomb brings her back down for
two. Cargill comes in for the save but Jaded is broken up with
a superkick. The Gory Bomb/Downward Spiral hits Belair but
Cargill dives in for a save. Belair gets over for the tag and
the assisted German suplex to Fyre retains the titles at 6:35.

Rating: C+. That should pretty much do it for this feud as
there is no reason for them to fight again. Belair and Cargill
beat them cleanly here and that makes it two in a row. I’m not
sure what is next for the Union, as there are only so many
teams for them to face. That’s been a problem for the division
since it started and it’s still the case now.

Dragon Lee and the LWO is ready for Dominik Mysterio. Judgment
Day comes in to sneer and the Mysterios get into the usual
argument. Rey challenges Finn Balor for tonight and the match
is on.

Barrett and Tessitore are here to introduce Bret Hart to a
hero’s welcome. After the announcement that Survivor Series is
returning to Canada this November, Bret talks about what it
meant to be a Canadian champion. It meant that he would fight
anyone anywhere anytime for twenty years….and here is Gunther
to interrupt (complete with what looked like a bit of a Bret
pose on the way in).

Gunther is rather pleased to be here with one of his childhood
heroes, but this is kind of a passing the torch moment. While
Bret is the best there ever was, Gunther is the best there is
and the best there ever will be. With that out of the way,
Gunther talks about how everyone here watched Bret growing up
and he will always be a close second to his all time favorite:
Bill Goldberg. Oh that was HILARIOUS.

Cue Sami Zayn (in a Johnny Gaudreau jersey, paying tribute to
an NHL player who was killed last month in an accident) to say



that he can’t believe Gunther would make fun o a Canadian hero
whose matches are still being studied to this day. Zayn issues
the challenge to Gunther again but gets turned down again. As
Gunther leaves, Hart calls him a coward so Gunther starts
coming back, with Zayn brawling with him before posing with
Hart. This was a nice moment and a great use of someone like
Hart, but nothing was topping that Goldberg line.

Bron Breakker runs into Pete Dunne and, after teasing the
Butch name, he mocks Dunne’s weird look and promises to beat
him up if he wins. Breakker leaves and Sheamus runs in to jump
Dunne with a knee to the face.

Dominik Mysterio vs. Dragon Lee

The rest of the Judgment Day and the LWO are both here too.
Lee  takes  him  down  to  start  and  goes  up,  only  to  get
dropkicked out of the air in a nice spot. We take a break and
come back with Dominik stomping away but Lee scores with a
slingshot dropkick. A Michinoku Driver gives Dominik two but
Lee muscles him up with a powerbomb for the same. Lee plants
him for two again but Judgment Day interferes, meaning it’s a
big brawl to the back. Liv Morgan uses the distraction to get
in a chop block on Lee, setting up the 619. The frog splash
finishes Lee at 8:15.

Rating: C+. What in the world happened to Dragon Lee? It felt
like he was ready to be the next big thing and now he couldn’t
be much more of an afterthought. Maybe it was too much too
fast,  but  dang  he  has  fallen  through  the  floor.  For  now
though, Morgan continues to help Dominik win as they are still
a success, but Ripley is on the way and it’s going to be
painful.

Damage CTRL come up to Jade Cargill and Bianca Belair, saying
not to get used to holding the titles. That’s as good of a set
of challenges as they have.

Commentary  pays  tribute  to  Johnny  Gaudreau,  with  Jackie



Redmond (who works in the NHL so she already has ties to this)
looking at the memorial to him outside of the arena. You
rarely see this kind of thing from WWE and it was very nice.

Pure Fusion Collective vs. Lyra Valkyria/Zelina Vega/???

It’s a mystery partner and…hang on as Sonya Deville cuts off
Valkyria’s music to call out whomever the partner is going to
be. It’s Calgary so here is the returning Natalya to even
things up. Vega gets sent outside to start and the villains
get to pose as we take an early break. Back with Natalya
coming in to clean house before trading rollups with Stark for
some  near  falls.  Everything  breaks  down  and  a  triple
Sharpshooter  ends  the  Collective  at  6:57.

Rating: C. This was nothing more than a way to pop the live
crowd and it went well enough. Natalya is only going to be so
interesting no matter what she does but she’s been gone long
enough that it was nice to see her again. The ending was a
great thing to see in Calgary as well so this was a perfectly
pleasant match.

Bret Hart congratulates Natalya, Zelina Vega and Lyra Valkyria
on the win, saying it was a Nattie moment instead of a Bret
moment.

Here is Drew McIntyre to mock the fans’ CM PUNK chants. Last
week Punk was bragging about beating him by slapping some
corners and saying that was it. McIntyre isn’t done with Punk
though because he made Punk a bigger star. Things are going
well for McIntyre right now, as he has his first movie coming
out later this week, but he has some bad news. It has to do
with Wade Barrett, who seems confused.

McIntyre talks about their history together, which involves
living  together,  training  together  and  being  arrested
together. Barrett has been one of only people to plead his
case while Michael Cole lied, but last week Barrett tried to
stop McIntyre from hurting Punk. McIntyre isn’t happy but if



Barrett does it again, it won’t go well.

Barrett  stands  up  and  stares  at  McIntyre  but  Adam  Pearce
interrupts, saying he has something McIntyre will want to
hear.  Pearce  has  talked  to  Punk  and  he’s  going  to  face
McIntyre one more time. At Bad Blood. Inside Hell In A Cell.
And this works because it’s a feud that has earned the spot in
that kind of match.

Karrion Kross is talking to Miz when Xavier Woods (in Bret
Hart cosplay) Comes in to ask what Kross is doing. Kross
leaves  and  Woods  asks  Miz  what’s  going  on.  Miz  says  he
invented that move but Woods wouldn’t understand. With Miz
gone, Kofi Kingston comes in and says he’s got them a Tag Team
Title shot next week. Woods is pleased and Bret posing ensues.

Finn Balor vs. Rey Mysterio

Balor kicks him down and stomps away to start but Rey is back
up rather quickly. Rey manages to send him outside and hits a
dive as we take a break. Back with Rey hitting a springboard
crossbody and a 619 to the ribs. The regular 619 is cut off
and Balor grabs a half crab in the ropes…which he doesn’t
break and that’s a DQ at 8:00.

Rating: C+. This picked up a bit after the break but it’s much
more of an angle than a match. With Balor getting ready for
his big showdown with Priest, he needs to be reheated a bit
and this was a fine way to do it. At the same time, Rey
continues to be able to look good in the ring, which should
not be happening for someone with a mixture of his age and
knees.

Post match Balor stays on him and wrecks the knee even more.

Ilja Dragunov is ready to prove himself for another shot at
Bron Breakker. Cue Breakker to say he’s beaten Dragunov before
but if Dragunov wants, he can do it again. Jey Uso comes in
and goes to the ring for his entrance.



Judgment Day says tonight was a message and it’ll be even
worse at Bad Blood.

Braun Strowman vs. Jey Uso vs. Ilja Dragunov vs. Pete Dunne

For the next shot against Bron Breakker. Strowman cleans house
to start but gets knocked to the floor so Dragunov can hit
some running knees on Dunne. Uso is back up to take out
Dragunov,  leaving  Dunne  to  go  after  Strowman’s  finger.
Strowman throws him onto the other two and we take a break.

Back  with  Strowman  shoving  all  of  them  away  but  getting
knocked outside again. Strowman grabs for Dunne but Dragunov
takes him down down a dive. Everyone gets together and shoves
Strowman into the steps, leaving Dunne to X Plex Dragunov.
They trade kicks to the head until Dragunov goes up, only to
be superkicked out of the air by Uso for two.

We take another break and come back again with Dunne snapping
more fingers and going up but Strowman cuts him off. Strowman
does the freight train and loads up the announcers’ table but
Bronson Reed returns and splashes Strowman through the table
instead.  Uso  and  Dragunov  stare  each  other  down  with  Uso
hitting a spear but Dunne comes in to steal the near fall.
Dragunov kicks Dunne in the face and gives him a powerbomb,
setting up the H Bomb for two with Uso making the save with a
superkick. The Superfly Splash gives Uso the pin at 13:39.

Rating: B. This was set up well as Uso felt like the most
likely winner but Strowman was just enough of a threat to add
some drama. Dunne and Dragunov would have felt like a big
stretch no matter what they were doing but they both added
enough. Reed’s interference made for a great moment and odds
are they’ll have another match at Bad Blood. Good stuff here,
with the right person winning.

Bron Breakker comes out for the staredown with Jey Uso to end
the show.



Overall Rating: B+. This show covered a lot of ground with
good action, matches being set up for both next week and Bad
Blood, and an absolutely amazing moment with Gunther cracking
me up. They set up three major matches for Bad Blood (with the
IC Title likely coming there too) in the span of three hours,
which is a rather efficient way to go. I liked this one a good
bit and it flew by, but dang that shift to two hours in a few
weeks sounds glorious.

Results
Wyatt Sicks b. American Made – Top rope splash to Gable
Bianca Belair/Jade Cargill b. Unholy Union – Assisted German
suplex to Fyre
Dominik Mysterio b. Dragon Lee
Natalya/Lyra Valkyria/Zelina Vega b. Pure Fusion Collective –
Triple Sharpshooters
Rey Mysterio b. Finn Balor via DQ when Balor would not release
a half crab
Jey Uso b. Braun Strowman, Ilja Dragunov and Pete Dunne –
Superfly Splash to Dunne
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Smackdown – January 19, 2024:
By Any Name
Smackdown
Date: January 19, 2024
Location: State Farm Arena, Atlanta, Georgia
Commentators: Kevin Patrick, Corey Graves

It’s a big week as Roman Reigns is back, this time for the
four way contract signing for the Royal Rumble title match.
That alone should be enough to carry the show, though we still
have the rest of the Smackdown side of the card to be set up.
That should include some new Rumble participants, which can
make for some interesting moments. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of last week’s main event, with Randy
Orton showing up at the end to score the win.

The Bloodline welcomes Roman Reigns, who says he’s here to fix
things.  With  Reigns  gone,  Solo  Sikoa  says  he’ll  fix
everything.

Here is Nick Aldis to emcee the contract signing, meaning we
get AJ Styles (who signs before anyone else can come out), LA
Knight (signs as soon as he comes out), Randy Orton (three
signatures) and….well Paul Heyman, who wants to look over the
contract before Roman Reigns signs. Aldis says that’s fine,
because the three who have signed can wrestle for the VACANT
WWE Universal Title.

Heyman gets on the apron to say he admires the mediocre job
that Aldis has done. He praises Aldis’ fashion sense but says
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no one can sell this kind of decision to anyone, because
Reigns should be defending the title in a one on one match.
Knight cuts it off and says that one on one match should be
his, because the Bloodline cost him the title at Crown Jewel.
Styles says Knight walked over him to get the title shot and
the fight is on, leaving Orton to grab Heyman by the tie.
Orton promises to take out Solo Sikoa tonight and then go on
to RKO Reigns at the Royal Rumble. Good stuff here and it set
up at least one match tonight.

Post break, AJ Styles gets a match with LA Knight made for
tonight.

LWO vs. Legado del Fantasma

Zelina Vega is here with the LWO. Escobar bails from Carlito
to start, allowing Angel to get in a cheap shot from behind.
Del Toro comes in and springboards onto Angel, with Wilde
coming in to take over. Humberto comes in and the LWO hit
stereo dives to the floor as we take a break.

Back with Wilde in trouble and being dragged into the wrong
corner so Garza can hit a running dropkick to the ribs. Wilde
manages to flip into the air for a DDT (that was sweet and
left Escobar stunned), allowing the hot tag off to Carlito.
House is cleaned but Humberto hits a nice springboard spinning
kick to Carlito’s face. Back up and Carlito hits Humberto with
a chokebomb into the Backstabber. Escobar makes a blind tag
though and rolls Carlito up for the pin at 8:25.

Rating: C+. They kept this moving as you might have expected
but it still feels like they’re just killing time until we get
to the big Escobar vs. Rey Mysterio showdown. Bringing back
Legado is a good thing as there’s already a history to the
team and we could get a nice variety of matches out of the
thing. This was a good start and Carlito can take a bunch of
losses without really being hurt.

Pretty Deadly is ready to face Tyler Bate and Butch.



Bobby Lashley and the Street Profits are ready for the Final
Testament. Just name the time and the place.

Pretty Deadly vs. Tyler Bate/Pete Dunne

Yes Pete Dunne as the long awaited name change has FINALLY
come through. Bate takes over on Wilson to start and hands it
off to Dunne for some finger cranking. An armbar and leg stomp
have  various  parts  of  Wilson  in  varying  degrees  of  pain,
followed by Bate’s airplane spin to the floor. We take a break
and come back with Bate getting caught in the corner for a
running uppercut. The chinlock doesn’t last long though as
Bate gets over to Dunne for the tag to initiate the house
cleaning. Bate takes out Wilson, leaving Dunne to give Prince
the Bitter End for the pin at 7:22.

Rating: C+. This was all about one thing and it worked well,
as this was the more aggressive Dunne, who looked good in his
return. It’s not some huge change from Butch but there is a
certain  edge  to  him  that  wasn’t  there  before.  Thankfully
they’ve done what should have happened a long time ago and
Dunne clearly still knows how to be his old self.

We recap Logan Paul vs. Kevin Owens, with Paul threatening
Owens with a lawsuit over a shot with the cast.

Pretty Deadly is livid over it being Pete Dunne instead of
Butch and swear no more.

Here is Kevin Owens for the KO Show. Owens isn’t happy about
it but introduces his guest: Logan Paul. Cue Paul, who says he
would be honored to be here but he isn’t. It’s his show now
because he is the show. Owens might not know it, but he is the
reason Paul is in WWE. We see a clip of Owens Stunnering him
at Wrestlemania XXXVII, which made 70,000 people cheer. That
was when he realized he needed to show the world he could do
this, though Owens says he barely remembers it.

Paul was just one of the people Owens Stunned, but yes Paul



did become really good at this. At the end of the day though,
Paul isn’t one of them and certainly isn’t a Kevin Owens.
Paul: “Thank God!” Paul talks about everything he has done and
everything he has accomplished, while Owens is just himself.
Owens: “I don’t know what any of that meant.” He calls Paul a
joke and that joke will end at the Royal Rumble.

Paul says he wasn’t listening to any of that and we hear about
their knockout abilities. He’s ready to KO KO, who reminds
Paul of how much punishment he can take. Owens goes to take
off the cast but Paul decks him, setting off the brawl. Paul
gets in another cheap shot and stands tall to wrap it up. The
match and story are already set so it’s nice to see some extra
building, with Paul having a motivation of his own.

Roman Reigns yells at the Bloodline but Solo Sikoa steps up to
say last week was on him. Tonight, he’ll fix things.

Women’s  Tag  Team  Titles:  Kayden  Carter/Katana  Chance  vs.
Unholy Union

The Union (Alba Fyre/Isla Dawn) is challenging and Damage CTRL
is on commentary. Carter gets jumped to start and a running
knee gives Dawn two. A superkick gets the same but Carter gets
back up and takes Dawn into the corner. Chance hurricanranas
Dawn down onto Fyre for two but Dawn gets in a cheap shot.
Fyre’s rollup gets two but it’s a Canadian Destroyer into into
the assisted spinning moonsault for the pin to retain at 2:52.

Post match the Kabuki Warriors take the title belts and seem
to get a title shot.

We get a quick tribute to Pat Patterson, who started the Royal
Rumble and would have turned 83 today.

The Final Testament is ready to hurt Bobby Lashley and the
Street Profits next week.

We look at Carmelo Hayes vs. Austin Theory ending in a no



contest last week.

Hayes says he’d love to face Theory again so here is Theory to
say…well he doesn’t want to do it again next week. Grayson
Waller accepts for him, with Theory saying Waller has to quit
doing that.

AJ Styles vs. LA Knight

Knight slugs away to start and hits a quick belly to back
suplex. Styles grabs a rather hard headlock on the mat though,
with Knight having to send him into the corner. Back up and
Styles strikes away, only to have Knight punch his way out of
trouble.  Knight’s  powerslam  connects  but  Styles  avoids  a
running  knee  in  the  corner.  Styles  sends  him  into  the
barricade, only to have Knight drive him face first into the
announcers’ table instead. Cue Jimmy Uso for a distraction,
with Solo Sikoa coming in to Spike Knight for the DQ at 4:45.

Rating: C. They started fast here but the match was more of a
way to set up the main event than anything else. You don’t
want one of them taking a fall on the way to the Royal Rumble
so having Sikoa Spike one of them for the DQ was the smart way
to go. Not much of a match, but they’re saving the big stuff
for the Rumble.

Post match Sikoa Spikes Styles as well before saying “two down
and one to go”. He wants Randy Orton out here night, but we’ll
have to wait for a break.

Randy Orton vs. Solo Sikoa

Nick Aldis, with contract, is at ringside. The beating is on
fast and Orton is knocked into the corner. The running hip
attack connects and Orton is sent outside as we take an early
break. Back with Orton throwing Sikoa over the announcers’
desk and hitting the hanging DDT. Cue Jimmy Uso but LA Knight
cuts him off, sending Uso running…right into AJ Styles. That
brings Styles to the ring, allowing Sikoa to load up the



Spike. Orton isn’t having that though and RKO’s him for the
pin at 5:18. Not enough shown to rate but the last two matches
were pretty much all one big angle.

Post match Knight drops Styles but gets RKO’ed. Styles gets
one of his own but Reigns comes in with the Superman Punch to
Orton. Reigns signs and drops the contract in front of Aldis.
The spear is loaded up…and countered into the RKO to end the
show.

Overall Rating: C+. This definitely wasn’t a week about the
wrestling, but the focus on the four way throughout the night
was a good way to go and the Dunne reveal/return in the middle
was a nice bonus. They threw a bunch of stuff out there in one
night, though a good deal of it didn’t quite feel like it
mattered. They got the important part though and if they don’t
screw anything up next week, the Smackdown half of the Rumble
is pretty set.

Results
Legado del Fantasma b. LWO – Rollup to Carlito
Tyler Bate/Pete Dunne b. Pretty Deadly – Bitter End to Prince
Kayden  Carter/Katana  Chance  b.  Unholy  Union  –  Assisted
spinning moonsault to Fyre
LA Knight b. AJ Styles via DQ when Solo Sikoa interfered
Randy Orton b. Solo Sikoa – RKO
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