
TNA  Border  Brawl:  Brutus
Beefcake Is Not Native To The
Canadian Ecosystem
Border Brawl 2025
Date: May 25, 2025
Location:  Niagara  Falls  Convention  Center,  Niagara  Falls,
Ontario, Canada
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

So this is a Canada vs. the USA show and…yeah that’s about it.
TNA advertised it a few times but didn’t go into detail about
what to expect. I’m not sure what that is going to mean but
it’s one of those concepts that should work no matter what.
It’s on a weekend that is chock full of wrestling but maybe
something here stands out. Let’s get to it.

The opening video looks at the concept and talks about wanting
to be the best. Not much to see here.

We look at Niagara Falls, Canada, which is a beautiful scene.

We look at Niagara Falls, USA, which is full of trash. The
bias is strong with this one.

We get both National Anthems.

We meet Team USA: Tommy Dreamer, Nic Nemeth, Matt Hardy, The
System, Tessa Blanchard, Victoria Crawford, Sami Callihan and
coach….Barbie Blank, better known as Kelly Kelly.

We  meet  Team  Canada:  Channing  Decker,  Jacques  Rougeau,
Courtney Rush, Cody Deaner, Champagne Singh, Northern Armory,
Personal  Concierge,  Santino  Marella,  William  Trudeau,  Jody
Threat and coach Allie. Note that these do not seem to be the
full teams, or at least not everyone who comes to the ring is
listed.
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The  unnamed  host  brings  the  coaches  in  to  introduce  the
captains:  Jacques  Rougeau  (Canada)  and…no  one  for  the
Americans. Allie promises to make a statement and Blank mocks
Canadian  cuisine.  Rougeau,  and  yes  he  is  dressed  as  the
Mountie, promises that Canada will get their man.

Since “the team with the most wins” wins is too simple, we
have a points system:

Standard Victory (pin/submission/countout/DQ) – 1 point
Quick Victory (less than five minutes) – 2 points
Lightning Victory (less than 1 minute) – 3 points
Double DQ/Double Countout/Draw – 0 points

We run down the card.

The Personal Concierge, apparently Canadian, mocks America for
its treatment of the elderly and praises Canadian’s use of
maple syrup. We hear about the greatness of Justin Trudeau and
meet his “nephew”, William Trudeau!

William Trudeau (Canada) vs. Sami Callihan (USA)

Trudeau (who looks like a slightly smaller Big Bill) jumps
Callihan to start but he grabs the paper. The Concierge offers
a distraction and Callihan gets to cut Trudeau’s fingers.
Callihan goes after the Concierge’s fingers as well but gets
cut off, leaving the Concierge to work on Callihan’s arm. It
works so well that he does it again (without looking, and I
think you know where this is going) but tries a third time,
allowing Callihan to reverse. The Concierge attacks Trudeau’s
arm by mistake and gets yelled at, allowing Callihan to hit a
Stunner for the win at 3:04.

Rating: C-. They didn’t have time to do much here but that’s
kind of the point of the scoring system. Callihan gets a win
and starts things off fast, while Trudeau is likely a local
guy who has a good look and an easy gimmick. It’s not much of
an opener, but hopefully things can pick up a bit.



USA – 1
Canada – 0

Wait what? I have no idea why that isn’t higher due to the
Quick Victory but that’s the official score.

Post match the Concierge gets the Stunner as well.

Commentary talks about the difference between American and
Canadian alcohol. And how much difference does it make that
the USA is OLDER? Is it me, or do they have absolutely nothing
to talk about here and they’re just filling time?

Barbie Blank mocks Allie and Rougeau, the latter of whom tells
Blank to not fall out of her shoes. Blank promises American
dominance.

Callihan’s  victory  is  descried  as  Standard,  with  no
explanation of why it wasn’t a Quick Victory despite the under
five minute time limit.

Victoria Crawford (USA) vs. Courtney Rush (Canada)

Allie is on commentary. They talk a lot of trash at each other
to start and Rush wants a dance off. Rush dances and then
Crawford dances, with Crawford knocking her down to take over.
The northern lights suplex gives Crawford two but Rush hits a
spear for the pin at 2:18.

USA – 1
Canada – 2

Was something clipped from the opener? Or am I going nuts
here? I even went back and checked the scoring that they put
up, plus the time of the opener, and it doesn’t make sense.

Channing Decker and Jesse Bieber are ready to take out the
System for Canada. The System comes in, with JDC promising to
make them pay some tariffs.



The System (USA) vs. Channing Decker/Jesse Bieber (Canada)

Barbie Blank is on commentary. JDC works on Decker’s arm to
start but Decker flips away out of the corner. A spinning
legdrop grazes JDC’s hands and it’s off to Bieber, with Blank
being rather energetic on commentary. Bieber dances and elbows
JDC in the head before the System gets tied in the Trees of
Woe.

The  Canadians  sing  O  CANADA  ala  Petey  Williams  but  Moose
fights up and takes over. Moose chokes with his shirt and
Decker gets taken down into the wrong corner. JDC grabs the
chinlock for a bit before putting Decker in the Tree Of Woe.
Moore gets on the mic and the System gives the Pledge of
Allegiance, allowing Decker to high crossbody both of them
down.

Bieber comes back in with a slingshot double spear but a dive
is cut off. JDC goes up top and gets brought back down with a
Tower Of Doom. Moose misses the spear and gets taken down but
JDC hits an Air Raid Crash. Back up and Moose hits a spear for
the pin on Decker at 10:39.

Rating: C. Well at least it got some time. The System are
about as good of a choice as you have for a heel spot like
this as they can go out there and be put in almost any
combination for the same result. Moose is still one of the
biggest and most dominant stars in TNA today and having him
smash through Decker for the win was a fine way to go.

USA – 2
Canada – 2

Brutus Beefcake of all people talks about bleeding red, white
and blue. What in the world is this show?

Champagne Singh (Canada) vs. Tommy Dreamer (USA)

Hardcore. Dreamer does a quick tribute to Sabu but Singh isn’t



interested. Singh tries to slug away and gets hiptossed out to
the floor for his efforts. Dreamer follows and spits beer in
Singh’s face, then knocks beer out of Singh’s mouth in a nice
sequence. It’s time to bring in some weapons, including a
trashcan lid to the head.

Dreamer busts out some bagged milk but can’t hit a piledriver,
as Singh backdrops his way to freedom. Some choking with a
chain keeps Dreamer in trouble and it’s time for a chair.
Dreamer  is  sent  face  first  into  said  chair  Singh  starts
getting rather cocky, allowing Dreamer to move the chair so
Singh crotches himself.

Dreamer brings in a hockey stick and gets in a shot of his
own, setting up a cutter for two. An STO onto a chair gives
Singh two and Dreamer’s DDT gets the same. Dreamer pours the
milk  over  himself  and  calls  over….some  either  actors  or
musicians, who help load up a table. Said table is loaded up
in the corner and a Death Valley Driver puts Singh through it
for the pin at 11:07.

Rating: C. This feels like a match that Dreamer has done about
3,485 times over the course of his career so it was almost
muscle  memory  at  this  point.  It  doesn’t  help  that  Singh
returned at Under Siege as Raj Singh rather than Champagne,
suggesting that this show was taped in advance. Or they just
didn’t pay a bit of attention to what they were doing with
him.

USA – 3
Canada – 2

Frankie Kazarian (USA) vs. Cody Deaner (Canada)

Before the match, Kazarian insults most of the Canadians he
knows how horrible they are. Kazarian is not a normal person,
because he is a king. This year alone, he has already claimed
50  kingdoms,  and  tonight  he  claims  his  51st  kingdom  over
someone who is recently unemployed. Deaner comes out to talk



about his love of Canadians and most Americans, but there is
one American he doesn’t like. That would be the hoser known as
Kazarian. Rather than gaining his 51st kingdom, he could punch
Kazarian in the face fifty one times!

The bell rings and Kazarian bails from the threat of a right
hand as Rehwoldt annexes the Great Lakes. Back in and Kazarian
hammers away but Deaner takes him into the corner for some
right hands of his own (with the fans counting along to keep
up the bit). More right hands keep up the counting, with
Deaner getting all the way to 31.

Kazarian fights back and hits a springboard spinning legdrop
for two. Deaner is back up to hammer away some more but
Kazarian knees him in the ribs. The cravate goes on but Deaner
fights up and hits even more right hands. That gets him to
fifty  total  but  Deaner  tries  a  big  fifty  first,  allowing
Kazarian to roll him up for the quick pin at 4:49.

Rating: C-. And this is a good example of what is wrong with
this  whole  show:  this  entire  match  was  built  around  the
“Canada could be the 51st state” deal and that gets old fast.
It’s one of several “Haha America is better than Canada” bits
throughout the show and it feels like it was written with the
least effort possible. The match itself wasn’t much better,
but that’s not much of a surprise with Deaner involved.

USA – 4
Canada – 2

Post match Deaner does get in that 51st right hand.

Matt Hardy has been attacked in the back.

The System (USA) vs. Northern Armory

Before the match, Alisha Edwards insults Canada and then Eddie
and Brian Myers get to do the same. In other words, even more
stalling as they try to fill in time. The Northern Armory



doesn’t  like  the  besmirchment  and  promise  to  raise  their
elbows and break the System. The fight is on fast with the
System  getting  tied  in  the  ropes  for  some  quick  chops.
Williams chokes Myers but he fights out and grabs an armbar.
Myers tries to hand the arm off to Eddie, who doesn’t notice
the reversal and works on Myers’ arm by mistake (twice in
about an hour if you’re keeping track).

Icarus comes in and the Armory take the System out with stereo
dives. Alisha offers a distraction and Myers’ superkick gets
two on Williams. The chinlock goes on but Williams fights up
and brings Icarus back in. Everything breaks down and Myers
hits  a  spear  for  two,  followed  by  a  double  butterfly
powerbomb. The System Overload only gets two so the System
loads up another. This time Williams breaks it up and Icarus
gets a rollup for the pin on Eddie at 7:37.

Rating: C. Kind of weird to see back to back matches end with
a rollup but oh well. As was the case earlier, you can throw
any combination of the System out there for a match like this
and get about the same result so there was only so much bad to
be found. The Armory winning for Canada was a good way to go
and the fans approved, which is even more impressive as Eddie
and Myers have been a successful team.

USA – 4
Canada – 3

Post match the beatdown is on but Eric Young runs in with a
chair to make the save.

Tessa Blanchard (USA) vs. Jody Threat (Canada)

Vipress  and  Victoria  Crawford  are  here  with  Blanchard…who
can’t  wrestle  due  to  an  injury.  Instead,  Vipress  will  be
taking her place, with the fans seeming rather happy with
Blanchard being hurt.

Vipress (USA) vs. Jody Threat (Canada)



Threat grabs a headlock takeover to start before taking her
into  the  corner  for  some  rapid  fire  clotheslines.  Some
forearms put Vipress in the ropes and a running dropkick sends
her  to  the  floor  in  a  big  crash.  Blanchard  offers  a
distraction  though  and  Vipress  snaps  Threat  throat  first
across  the  middle  rope.  They  seem  to  have  a  bit  of
miscommunication so Threat faceplants her, only to get caught
in something like a reverse powerbomb for two.

The chinlock goes on to slow things down (and possibly get
back on the same page) but Threat is right back up. Threat
makes the clothesline comeback but charges into a boot against
the ropes. Threat’s spinebuster gets two so Blanchard offers a
distraction. Crawford gets in a kick to the head and Vipress
rolls her up (with tights) for the pin at 7:36.

Rating: C-. Hey look, another rollup. Vipress means nothing
around here so it’s an upset pin, though it doesn’t seem
likely that Blanchard would have had a different result. There
wasn’t much to this one, which isn’t a surprise as this hasn’t
exactly been a show focused on what is happening in the ring.
I have never seen much out of Threat and that was on full
display again here.

USA – 5
Canada – 3

Santino Marella has been attacked as well.

Eric Young (Canada) vs. Matt Hardy (USA)

Hardy seems perfectly fine after being attacked earlier and
the Northern Armory is here too. A headlock doesn’t get Hardy
very far as Young bails to the floor, followed by an exchange
of wristlocks back inside. Hardy puts him down but comes up
favoring his knee, which I guess counts as fallout from the
attack. Young goes after the knee and the Armory gets in a few
cheap shots of their own from the floor.



Back in and Young stays on the leg but Hardy fights up and
rams him into the buckle over and over. A neckbreaker gives
Young two but he misses a moonsault. The Twist of Fate…doesn’t
exactly work so the Armory offers a distraction. Young rolls
him up with feet on the ropes for the pin at 7:31.

Rating:  C.  Oh  come  on  already.  You  can’t  have  Young,  a
multiple time World Champion, hit a finisher to beat Hardy?
It’s not like they’re on totally different levels around here
or anything, but we needed a fourth straight rollup for the
pin. Nothing special in the ring, but that shouldn’t be much
of a surprise at this point in the show.

USA – 5
Canada – 4

Hardy looks like he’s about to cry.

Allie and Barbie Blank argue.

Santino Marella doesn’t know who jumped him but Canada is a
place where people can come to fulfill their dreams. It is
about opportunity and a quality of life and it’s time for him
to stand up for his country. He Can-a-da. Marella: “Get it?”

Commentary recaps the night and what Marella needs to do to
win. Basically…he needs to win for a tie but if he wins really
fast, Canada wins the whole thing.

Santino Marella (Canada) vs. Nic Nemeth (USA)

Flag, as in capture the, match and Nemeth, with Barbie Blank,
doesn’t even wear his Tag Team Title. Marella on the other
hand has Jacques Rougeau and Allie to even (I guess?) things
out.  Commentary  goes  over  Marella’s  rather  complicated
nationality history and we officially hit a minute, so the
Lightning Victory is off the table. Nemeth takes him down as
commentary promises a victory and a salute to gun racks.

Marella knocks him to the floor as the slow pace continues.



The test of strength goes on, with commentary making it clear
that this is NOT the same as a Five knuckle Shuffle. Nemeth
rakes the eyes over the top and knocks him down, which should
allow him to get the flag but instead he poses. The first
attempt for the flag doesn’t work for Nemeth as we cross five
minutes, meaning Marella can only tie with a win.

Marella tries a sunset flip and Nemeth finally goes down,
meaning they can realize that a sunset flip means nothing in
this match. Nemeth sends him outside, where Marella goes over
to the celebrities from earlier. The celebrities get in an
argument of their own, allowing Marella to go for the flag.

That doesn’t work either so Nemeth poses a lot and crotches
himself in the corner. Hannifan: “His Ryan Nemeths just got
scrambled.”  Marella  loads  up  the  Cobra  but  walks  into  a
superkick. Nemeth goes for the flag but Rougeau gives Marella
the  shock  stick  to  cut  him  off.  The  Cobra  hits  Nemeth
(Rehwoldt:  “COBRAS  ARE  NOT  EVEN  NATIVE  TO  CANADA’S
ECOSYSTEM!”) and Marella gets the flag to win at 9:46.

Rating: D+. If nothing else, points for the line about cobras
at the end but my goodness they could only do so much with
this one. You need to have Marella win to tie things up here
and the gimmick let him beat Nemeth without beating Nemeth.
Other than that though, another lame match where it felt like
they forgot the rules a few times in between.

USA – 5
Canada – 5

That means it’s a tie so this match will continue under sudden
death rules. How in the world do you have a SUDDEN DEATH FLAG
match? As we ponder that, cue the System, complete with people
in Donald Trump and Mark Carney masks/costumes. Anyway the
System says they were behind the attacks because they hate
America and Canada. They jump Trump/Carney so here are Matt
Hardy, Tommy Dreamer, Jody Threat and Cody Deaner for the



save. Hardy says it’s time for the countries to unite to take
out the System. Well of course it is.

The System vs. Matt Hardy/Cody Deaner/Santino Marella/Tommy
Dreamer/Jody Threat

It’s a brawl on the floor to start with Deaner beating on JDC
as we officially get going. Moose cuts that off but gets sent
into the corner to crush JDC. Deaner works on Moose’s arm and
it’s off to Hardy for the same. Marella comes off the top…er,
middle, rope to hit Moose’s arm, followed by Threat doing the
same. Dreamer goes up top (weight jokes abound) for an ax
handle  to  said  arm  as  Rehwoldt  wants  a  Rocky  to  Moose’s
Bullwinkle for all of the things that are being Dudley Do-
Wronged.

Moose finally goes to the eye to escape and brings Myers in so
the villains can start taking turns on Deaner. Even Alisha
gets in a chop, which just wakes Deaner up. The comeback is
quickly cut off and Moose rakes Deaner’s back to bring up the
pain. That’s broken up and it’s back to Hardy to ram Eddie
into the corner over and over. Moose and Alisha get the same
treatment as everything breaks down again. JDC is left alone
for the shots to the head, setting up the Cobra and a Twist Of
Fate for the pin at 8:44.

Rating: C-. And that’s how it ends, with some big deal about
coming together to fight a common enemy. That’s a fine way to
go, but it’s kind of cut off when commentary spent the entire
show mocking Canada. As usual, beating the System is fine and
mocking  Dreamer’s  weight  is  a  tried  and  true  method  of
operations in wrestling, but sweet goodness this was a lame
way to wrap it up.

A bunch of wrestlers come out to celebrate but hang on because
this show will not end. A big brawl breaks out including a
masked man apparently named Captain Canada is in the middle of
everything. The fighting just continues to end the show, with



Hannifan  promising  that  the  Border  Brawl  will  continue
FOREVER.

Overall Rating: D. Where do I even begin? This was something
out of the old One Night Only shows where it felt like they
needed some random gimmick to tie the show together and put
all of no thought into it. In this case though, you had the
lack of anything resembling an overly good match, a draw in
the whole contest, a big brawl that undermined the entire
point of the main event to end the show. And that’s before you
get to the most random BRUTUS BEEFCAKE cameo I can imagine.

Terribly weird show here, and I wonder how much TNA had to do
with putting it together. TNA is better than this and I would
hope this is a one off, because it was more boring than insane
and that is not a good thing. Maybe it was something of a
cross promotional deal where TNA just handled the talent,
because otherwise, I’m somewhat scared for the future of the
promotion.

Results
Sami Callihan b. William Trudeau – Stunner
Courtney Rush b. Victoria Crawford – Spear
The System b. Channing Decker/Jessie Bieber – Spear to Decker
Tommy Dreamer b. Champagne Singh – Death Valley Driver through
a table
Frankie Kazarian b. Cody Deaner – Rollup
Northern Armory b. The System – Rollup to Edwards
Vipress b. Jody Threat – Rollup with trunks
Eric Young b. Matt Hardy – Rollup with feet on the ropes
Santino Marella b. Nic Nemeth – Marella grabbed the flag
Matt  Hardy/Cody  Deaner/Santino  Marella/Tommy  Dreamer/Jody
Threat b. The System – Twist of Fate to JDC

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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