
Arnold  Schwarzenegger  to
Induct Bruno Sammartino Into
Hall of Fame
That’s  your big celebrity involvement this year.  No word on
if he’ll do anything at the actual show or not.

Thought  of  the  Day:  The
Streak Is Pretty Amazing
Think   about  this  for  a  minute.  There  have  been  28
Wrestlemanias.  Not only has Undertaker appeared at 20 of
them, but he’s won EVERY SINGLE TIME.  I think people forget
how big of a deal this really is.  Nexus debuted almost three
years ago, Chris Benoit was almost six years ago, The Alliance
was almost 12 years ago, Nitro was dominant 16 years ago,
Hogan went to WCW 19 years ago, and Monday Night Raw debuted
over 20 years ago.

 

In  that  whole  time,  Undertaker  has  been  appearing  at
Wrestlemania  and  winning.   His  resume  at  Wrestlemania  is
better than a lot of wrestlers have done in their entire
careers: pinned every member of Evolution, won three world
titles,  beaten  ten  former  world  champions,  won  two  HIAC
matches and I could go on.

 

There’s an arguments that it’s the greatest feat in wrestling
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history and I’m not sure how much I disagree with it.

Thought of the Day: The Death
Of Finishers
I  was watching the older Wrestlemanias a few weeks ago and
Gorilla  brought  up  something  interesting.  You  would  hear
Gorilla talking about some wrestler and say that if they hit
whatever their signature move was, the match would be over. 
This  got  me  to  thinking:  are  they  any  moves  that  are  a
guaranteed victory anymore?  Back in the day, when someone
kicked out of a big time finisher, it was a world changing
event.  Today if it doesn’t happen three times in a match the
match is considered subpar.  At that point, a move isn’t a
finisher anymore.  It’s a move you happen to do in a match.

Monday Night Raw – March 11,
2013: This Show Is Uncle Paul
Approved
Monday  Night Raw
Date: March 11, 2013
Location: Bankers Fieldhouse Arena, Indianapolis, Indiana
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler

We’re four weeks out from Wrestlemania and the top of the card is set.
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The major news coming out of last week is that CM Punk gets the chance to
stop Undertaker’s Streak this year after winning a fatal fourway to end
last week’s episode. Other than that we’re likely to hear more about Rock
vs. Cena II tonight which should be fun after last week’s solid promos.
Let’s get to it.

We open with a tribute video to Paul Bearer. This is the same one that
aired on WWE’s Youtube channel last week.

Appropriately enough, here’s Undertaker to open the show. He kneels down
in the middle of the ring in front of an urn and looks up at the In
Memory graphic but is interrupted by CM Punk. Punk talks about wanting to
extend his heartfelt condolences for Undertaker’s loss. That would be
Undertaker’s loss at Wrestlemania of course. The silver lining for
Undertaker is that Paul Bearer won’t be alive to see Undertaker go 20-1.
Punk says that in four weeks, we’ll get a tribute video to Undertaker’s
streak.

During the break Kane came out and tried to chokeslam Punk off the stage
but he escaped. Kane went looking through the back for Punk but couldn’t
find him. Instead he threw someone I couldn’t make out across the locker
room. It might have been Alex Riley.

Big Show vs. Seth Rollins

This is a result of Shield beating up Big Show after Raw went off the air
last week. Rollins runs at Big Show to start but is easily shoves away.
Rollins is sent to the floor with Big Show in pursuit. The other members
of the Shield jump him for the DQ at 41 seconds.

Show tries to fight them off but the spear takes him down. There’s the
TripleBomb to leave Show laying.

Punk yells at Vickie Guerrero and Brad Maddox about what happened with



Kane, so Vickie makes it Kane vs. Punk in a No DQ match.

We get a classic Bearer moment with him making his debut on the Brother
Love Show.

Daniel Bryan vs. Dolph Ziggler

This is a result of Bryan making fun of AJ after she had water thrown on
her last week. Bryan starts fast with a surfboard submission, only to
have Ziggler escape and dropkick him down for two. Bryan comes back with
an elbow in the corner and a stomp to the arm before backdropping Ziggler
out to the floor. Bryan loads up the suicide dive but Langston gets on
his apron to stop him in his tracks as we take a break.

Back with Ziggler holding Bryan in a chinlock but Bryan catapults him
into the corner to escape. A running knee to Ziggler’s chest puts him
down but Bryan runs into a boot in the corner. An O’Connor Roll gets two
for Bryan but Ziggler pops out at the last second. Bryan fires off the
hard kicks to the chest and a big one to the head gets two. Ziggler goes
up top but gets crotched down hard. Bryan loads up a belly to back
superplex but Ziggler turns over in mid air, turning it into a cross body
for a VERY close two.

Bryan tries a standing huricanrana but gets dropped onto the top rope.
The Fameasser gets two for Dolph and he pounds away on the chest. AJ gets
on the apron to distract the referee as Bryan hooks the No Lock, only to
have Langston pull him to the ropes. Another attempt at the No Lock is
countered and Ziggler hits the Zig Zag for the pin at 11:30.

Rating: B. Good back and forth match here but it still doesn’t help
Ziggler’s major problems right now, mainly being the lack of a match at
Wrestlemania. Maybe he and Langston will go after the tag titles or
something, but right now there’s nothing for him to do, which says a lot
after how big a deal he was a few months ago.



Post match Langston hits the Big Ending (falling slam) on Bryan at AJ’s
request.

We recap HHH’s challenge to Lesnar from last week.

Tensai vs. Fandango

Tensai tells him to get out here, but Fandango doesn’t like how they say
his name. He wants Naomi to say his name because she’s the only one with
any skill. Fandango says she’s better than this but Tensai cuts her off,
meaning no match.

Trailer for G.I. Joe 2.

Another Paul Bearer moment is him returning with Undertaker at
Wrestlemania 20.

Rhodes Scholars vs. New Age Outlaws

Before the match, Sandow and Rhodes do the intelligent version of the
Outlaws’ entrance which is very amusing. Apparently they’ve reunited for
good now, which makes me wonder why they split in the first place. Road
Dogg: “Lord have mercy, this one is for you Percy (Bearer’s real first
name). Roadie and Cody start things off and there are the shaky jabs to
put Cody down. Before this goes anywhere though, here’s Brock Lesnar,
sending fear running through Cody. Lesnar attacks Gunn for the DQ at
1:25.

Both Outlaws get F5’s and are laid in front of Lesnar. Heyman is here
with Lesnar and talks about how Lesnar isn’t here to play games. He talks
about Lesnar hurting both Shawn Michaels and Vince McMahon. Heyman says
the last traces of DX were just destroyed right in front of you and that
Lesnar will indeed fight HHH at Wrestlemania. However, there’s a but to
that yes. Lesnar wants to name the stipulations before he’ll agree, but



HHH has to sign the contract before he knows the rules. Heyman eggs HHH
on by listing off people that HHH will disappoint by saying no. Heyman’s
two words for us: BROCK LESNAR.

Kofi Kingston vs. Mark Henry

Kofi tries to fire off some kicks to start but is easily knocked out to
the floor with a single kick from Henry. Out on the floor and Henry
misses a charge into the steps, allowing Kofi to dive off the steps and
stagger Henry. Back inside Kofi tries his top rope cross body, only to be
caught in the World’s Strongest Slam for the pin at 2:26.

In the back, Cody makes mustache jokes to Kaitlyn when Sandow shows up.
He says he has a surprise for Cody and here are the returning Bella
Twins. Kaitlyn walks off in disgust. Vickie comes up and gives the
Scholars a match with Randy Orton and Sheamus.

Ryback vs. Heath Slater

Mark Henry comes out to watch and there isn’t much else to say. Slater
tries to jump him but gets pounded down, allowing for the Meat Hook and
the Shell Shock to end this at 1:05.

Post match McIntyre gets Shell Shocked and here’s Henry to the ring.
McIntyre gets a World’s Strongest Slam and a second Shell Shock. Now he
gets another World’s Strongest Slam as the monsters stare at each other.

Trailer for The Call.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Antonio Cesaro

Non-title here as usual. Before the match Del Rio says he was born in
Mexico but made in America. Alberto hits a quick cross body for two but
Cesaro comes back with a forearm to the head. He pounds down Del Rio



before hooking a fast chinlock. The world champion comes back with some
clotheslines and a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker. The low superkick and
Backstabber get two each and Del Rio goes up top. He jumps into the
European uppercut for two though and follows it up with an attempted
German suplex. Del Rio easily counters into the cross armbreaker for the
submission at 4:40.

Rating: C. This was fine, and although I could go without the US Champion
tapping out in five minutes, at least it was to Alberto who is on a roll
at this point. Del Rio is on a higher level than Cesaro so a loss by
Antonio isn’t the worst thing in the world. Cesaro got in one good move
the entire match though and that’s not a good omen for him.

Kane is holding the urn and has nothing to say.

We get a video recapping Cena vs. Rock over the last two years.

Rhodes Scholars vs. Randy Orton/Sheamus

Damien and Randy start things off with Orton in full control. It’s off to
Sheamus to face Cody and the Scholars manage to send Sheamus to the floor
to take over. Back do Damien for some knee drops for two as Sheamus is in
trouble. He fights up with relative ease though once Cody comes back in.
The not hot tag brings in Orton for an attempt at the Elevated DDT but
Damien makes the save.

Orton is sent into the post and we head back inside so Sandow can hit the
Wind-Up Elbow for two. Back to Rhodes who goes up top, only to get
crotched and superplexed down. There’s the tag to Sheamus who cleans
house, including hitting Sandow with the ten forearms on the apron. White
Noise takes down Sandow again and it’s the Brogue Kick for the pin at
8:03.

Rating: D+. That’s probably really harsh but this show is hitting the



exact same problem that every single episode does: it’s feeling long.
We’ve done so much tonight and now the show is reaching levels of
burnout. This is the same problem the show always reaches because three
hours a week is just too much.

During the break, Shield attacked Orton and Sheamus.

We get some Touts from fans about Paul Bearer.

Here’s Jericho for the Highlight Reel with guests the Miz and Wade
Barrett, both of whom have movies out at the moment. Miz is out first and
talks about the success of his movie but here’s Barrett to talk about how
great Dead Man Down is. Barrett talks about turning down a lot of movie
roles because he’s busy being IC Champion. Jericho gets in his face and
says he’s been Intercontinental Champion nine times and if Barrett keeps
up, he might make it ten. Cue Brad Maddox who stumbles through the worst
promo in the history of ever while announcing Jericho vs. Miz with the
winner getting a title shot at Wade next week.

Chris Jericho vs. The Miz

This is joined in progress and the winner gets a title match at Barrett
next week. Barrett is on commentary for the match. Jericho has Miz in a
chinlock with an armtrap but Miz fights out with some left hands. Jericho
bulldogs him down very quickly but the Lionsault hits knees. The Walls of
Jericho can’t go on either so Miz takes out the knee. He can’t hook the
Figure Four so Jericho fights for the Walls again. This time he manages
to hook them but Miz crawls over to the ropes before falling to the
floor. Jericho sends Miz flying into Barrett so the champion jumps
Jericho for the DQ at 4:09.

Rating: D+. This didn’t have the time to get anywhere and the ending was
pretty clear for most of the match. The triple threat next week probably
won’t be anything interesting but if it sets up an IC Title match for
Wrestlemania I can’t say I’m complaining. It’s not like Barrett ever



defends the thing.

Post match Barrett takes both finishers.

We get Ricardo and Alberto’s parody of Colter and Swagger’s videos.

We get a video from a Wrestlemania XI vignette which parodies NYPD Blue
and has Bearer in drag, saying he has nothing to do with Yokozuna
disappearing. A gong sounds, the lights go out, the lights come back on,
Bearer is in a male suit. 1995 was weird.

Jack Swagger vs. Sin Cara

Before the match, Colter talks about how the fans are programmed to cheer
for Sin Cara because of his entrance and the jumps he performs. Colter
says Sin Cara is nothing but a sign of things that need to change. As the
match starts we’re told that it’s a triple threat for the
Intercontinental Title next week with Miz and Jericho challenging
Barrett. Cara sends him to the floor to start and hits a big dive but
might have hurt his shoulder. Apparently it wasn’t that bad as he charges
back into the ring and fires off some kicks to Swagger, only to
springboard into a kick to the ribs. The Patriot Lock ends this at 1:52.

Now we get an interview with Halle Berry about The Call. During the
interview David Otunga calls her and tells her he may have given her
phone number to someone who threatened him with violence. She hangs up
and Kane calls her, asking why she doesn’t return his fan mail.
Apparently Kane sent her a picture but she wasn’t impressed. She raises
up her arms and makes fire come out of the ring posts behind Kane.

Ryback vs. Mark Henry on Smackdown.

CM Punk vs. Kane



No DQ here. Punk dives through the ropes to attack Kane to start but Kane
comes back with an uppercut. He drops Punk throat first onto the
barricade and loads up the announce table, only to have Punk hit Kane in
the ribs with the ring bell. Back inside Punk shoves Kane off the top and
hits the Macho Elbow for two before nailing the knee in the corner. Kane
throws him over the top and we take a break at 11:05pm.

Back with Kane charging into a boot in the corner followed by Punk
hitting a middle rope clothesline for two. Punk wedges a chair into the
corner but Kane reverses a whip to send Punk into said chair. Kane goes
to the floor and throws about four chairs into the ring before turning
his attention back to Punk who is cowering in the corner. Back inside and
Punk counters a chokeslam into a DDT onto a chair for two. The high kick
blocks a chair shot but the Undertaker’s gong goes off, allowing Kane to
chokeslam Punk for the pin at 12:00.

Rating: C. Not bad here but at the end of the day this match was WAY too
late in the show to hold up. The ending was the right idea with
Undertaker costing Punk a match to set up the Wrestlemania match a little
bit more. That’s good, basic storytelling and the match is going to be
awesome.

Undertaker and Kane do their kneeling salute to Bearer, but Punk hits
Kane in the back with the urn over and over before leaving with it.

Overall Rating: B. This show did a lot for Wrestlemania, but at the same
time the problem was how packed it was. There was no room to breathe on
this show and it felt really long at about the two hour mark. I did like
the stories being told and all the angle advancement we got, plus the
Bearer stuff was very nice. Good but LONG show tonight.

Results

Big Show b. Seth Rollins via DQ when Shield interfered

Dolph Ziggler b. Daniel Bryan – Zig Zag



New Age Outlaws b. Rhodes Scholars via DQ when Brock Lesnar interfered

Mark Henry b. Kofi Kingston – World’s Strongest Slam

Ryback b. Heath Slater – Shell Shock

Alberto Del Rio b. Antonio Cesaro – Cross Armbreaker

Sheamus/Randy Orton b. Rhodes Scholars – Brogue Kick to Sandow

The Miz vs. Chris Jericho went to a no contest when Wade Barrett
interfered

Jack Swagger b. Sin Cara – Patriot Lock

Kane b. CM Punk – Chokeslam

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Thought of the Day: King Of
The Big Shows
Do  you know who has never lost on the biggest PPV of the year
for whatever company he was in? Rob Van Dam:

3-0 at November to Remember

4-0 at Wrestlemania

3-0 at Bound For Glory

 

Is  anyone  else  undefeated  at  all  the  major  shows  they’ve
wrestled at other than the MMA Cowboy of Death?
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Thought  of  the  Day  Again:
People Complain About Cena’s
Title Reigns
But  look at the tag division from WM 16 to WM 17. Coming into
Wrestlemania 16 (April 2, 2000), Edge and Christian had never
won the tag titles.  Going into Wrestlemania 17 (April 1,
2001), they were record 6 time tag champions and would win
their 7th titles that night.  In the same year, five other
teams (Dudleyz, Hardyz, RTC, Too Cool and Rock/Undertaker) all
won tag titles.  That’s about one title change every month,
yet people complain when it changes every three months today. 
This was a golden era of tag wrestling though right?

Thought of the Day: You Know
Who Else Was Really Good At
Wrestlemania?
Yet  he never gets the credit for it…. Randy Savage.  Let’s
look at his Mania career.

Wrestlemania 2: retains the IC Title.

Wrestlemania 3: greatest match of all time.

Wrestlemania 4: wins the World Title.
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Wrestlemania 5: main event, Hogan’s second best match ever

Wrestlemania 7: second biggest and by far best match on the
card, Warrior’s best match ever

Wrestlemania 8: wins world title, match of the night

 

Why  doesn’t  Savage  get  credit  for  such  a  career  at
Wrestlemania?   That’s  a  fine  career,  let  alone  just  at
Wrestlemania.

Undertaker Returns On Raw
He  didn’t actually do anything, but there’s a fatal fourway
tonight to determine his opponent.  It’ll either be Sheamus,
Big Show, Orton or Punk (read as: Punk).

Five  By  Five:  KB’s  Five
Favorite Pay Per Views
As I mentioned last week, I’m going to be listing off my five
favorites of various things every day this week.  Today, we’re
starting off with Pay Per Views.  You can click on the name of
the show for my review.  Let’s get to it. Honorable  Mention:
Money in the Bank 2011.  If there’s a better recent PPV out
there from top to bottom, I don’t know what it is.  This ran
away with show of the year for 2011 and never looked back. 
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The main event is one of the best matches I have ever seen and
I was literally sitting on the edge of my bed watching it. 
The match still holds up today (granted that’s not saying
much) but it’s still great.  The other stuff on the card is
excellent too.

Honorable Mention: Uncensored 1996. This show is the epitome
of  “how  bad  can  this  possibly  get”.   It’s  hilariously
entertaining and Heenan reaches Mystery Science Theater levels
of riffing on the main event.  It’s also by far and away the
funniest review I’ve ever written and probably the one I’m
most  proud  of.   If  you’re  ever  in  a  mood  to  laugh  at
wrestling, check out the Doomsday Cage match and I guarantee
the more you think about it, the more you’ll laugh at it.

5. Wrestlemania 28. As great as the main event of MITB 11 was,
Rock vs. Cena reached a point that I’ve never reached as a
wrestling fan: I had to see the match.  I didn’t care if it
was good or bad or anywhere in between, but I had to see it. 
That’s the point of building up a show and for a fan as jaded
as I am, it says a lot that it actually worked.  Again, the
rest of the card is very solid stuff on top of the main event.

4. Beach Blast 1992. This is probably my favorite WCW card
ever.  It has two classics that aren’t remembered like they
should be in Sting vs. Cactus Jack in a falls count anywhere
match  that  Foley  called  his  favorite/best  match  ever  for
years.  You also get a thirty minute Iron Man match with Rude
vs. Steamboat which is fast paced for almost the entire time. 
There’s also a really good tag title match to close the show. 
This is definitely worth checking out, but watch it out of
order.  Watch Sting vs. Jack last and you’ll enjoy the show a
lot more.

3. One Night Stand 2005. This is one of the most entertaining
shows you’ll ever see.  Anyone that has followed me over the
years knows that I LOATHE ECW and everything that it stood
for.  That being said, this show is a blast to watch and still
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entertains me to this day.  The WWE allowed it to be run like
an ECW show with ECW talent and a big ECW spectacle to end the
show.  The big ECW beer bash with Bischoff getting destroyed
is endlessly entertaining and the rest of the show is just as
good.  If you’re a wrestling fan, you should see this show.

2. Summerslam 1990. Pure personal nostalgia here as this was
the first PPV I ever got at my house and I went through at
least two copies of the tape.  That being said, it’s still a
pretty  entertaining  show  with  Hogan  returning  for  revenge
against  Earthquake  for  injuring  him,  Ultimate  Warrior
defending the title against Rude in a cage, a show long angle
of Sapphire disappearing, and a wicked tag match with the Hart
Foundation shocking the world and beating Demolition for the
tag titles.  It’s worth checking out.

1. Wrestlemania X7.  This is the greatest show of all time,
period.  Seriously, that’s all you need to know about it.  The
main event feels like the main event of the biggest show of
the year, this incarnation of the tag division reached its
apex with TLC 2, HHH vs. Undertaker have a forgotten classic,
Angle vs. Benoit is Angle vs. Benoit, and it has the FREAKING
GIMMICK BATTLE ROYAL.  All this in front of 68,000 people a
week after the WWF has officially conquered the wrestling
world.  It’s the peak of the company’s history and absolutely
required viewing for wrestling fans.

 

Thought of the Day: Wrestler
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Audio Commentaries
Everyone  else does them…. Why doesn’t WWE or TNA or whoever
have wrestlers record audio commentaries for their DVDs?  It
takes barely any time at all and would be a nice bonus feature
to have.  You could easily keep it kayfabe or break it even
further and it wouldn’t cost much of anything.  It’s been done
before (at least on the WM 2000 DVD and a few others) so why
not make this a regular thing?
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