Daily News Update — December
5, 2016

Injured Name Returning to Road Next Week. December 3, 2016.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/injured-name-returning-to-the-road-
next-week

When Could Finn Balor Be Back in the Ring? December 5, 2016.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/when-could-finn-balor-be-back-in-the-ring/

Former Champion Returning to WWE This Spring. December 5, 2016.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/former-champion-returning-to-wwe-this-spring/

Rumor on the Wyatt Family Tag Team Title Reign. December 5, 2016.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/rumor-on-the-wyatt-familys-tag-team-title-reig
n/

Two New Collections Added to WWE Network. December 5, 2016.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/two-new-collections-added-to-wwe-network/

Tables Ladders and Chairs
2016: The One With A Lot Of
Crashes

Tables Ladders and Chairs 2016
Date: December 4, 2016
Location: American Airlines Center, Dallas, Texas
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Commentators: John Bradshaw Layfield, Mauro Ranallo, Tom Phillips, David
Otunga

It’s time for a big gimmick show with Smackdown Live presenting the show
built around carnage. The main event will see AJ Styles defending the

World Title against Dean Ambrose in the show’s namesake match. Other than
that we’ll have a table match, a ladder match and a chairs match just to

make sure all the bases are covered. Let’s get to it.

Pre-Show: Apollo Crews/Hype Bros/American Alpha vs.

Vaudevillains/Ascension/Curt Hawkins

Bonus match. Hawkins’ intro is about how Captain Curt will lead his team
where no team has gone before. Crews starts with Hawkins, whose tights
look like an Icee machine. We start with some spot stealing as Crews does
the AJ Styles drop down into a dropkick and it’s off to Viktor vs. Ryder.
That goes nowhere so we get Mojo Rawley and the Hammer Time dance. Alpha
comes in to clean house on all of the villains (even the Vaude

contingent) until everyone throws everyone else out.

Crews is the last man standing and it’s a ten man staredown. The good
guys clear the ring as we take a break. Back with Konnor grabbing a
chinlock on Gable, followed by Viktor doing the same. Gable gets up for
an attempt at a tag but Viktor’'s partners pull everyone else off the
apron and Chad is back where he started. That only lasts a few seconds
before it’'s off to Jordan as everything breaks down. Grand Amplitude ends
Gotch at 12:03.

Rating: C. This was fine but I'm getting a little tired of watching
American Alpha squash the Ascension and the Vaudevillains. We’ve covered
that time and time again now but there’s no one else for them to beat up
because the whole division is six teams and whoever else they can put
together. That being said, this was how you should open a show: fast
paced, energy and right before the show itself starts.

The opening video looks at various broken furniture before going into a
regular hype video.

Tag Team Titles: Wyatt Family vs. Heath Slater/Rhyno




Bray Wyatt and Randy Orton are challenging after defeating American Alpha
for the shot. Rhyno starts for the first time but his clothesline doesn’t
have much effect on Bray. JBL goes on a pretty ridiculous rant about how
the Wyatts are a dream team in the vein of Brody and Hansen or the

Brothers of Destruction.

It’s off to Slater who is quickly dropped ribs first on the top rope.
Slater tries to fight back with some right hands but a slingshot sends
him into Orton’s snap powerslam. The hot tag brings in Rhyno a few
seconds later and everything breaks down. Rhyno loads up a Gore on Bray
but gets distracted by the spider walk, setting up the RKO for the pin
and the titles at 5:53. The title change gets a BIG face pop.

Rating: C. Not a great match but the exactly right booking. This should
have been a squash and that’s what we got as the monsters deflected
everything Slater and Rhyno could throw at them to get Bray his first
title. Of course the question now is how do you build on this as WWE has
had a tendency to book Wyatt horribly over the years. This was the right
idea though.

Dean Ambrose says AJ Styles is in for some hard times tonight because

it’s going to be violent.

AJ says the problem is keeping Dean down but some chairs, tables and
ladders should do the trick.

Carmella vs. Nikki Bella

No DQ and Carmella is sporting a big black eye. Nikki spears her down to
start but gets hurricanranaed into the steps to bang up her knee. The
referee starts counting even though the announcement before the match
said this can only end by pin or submission. Back in and Carmella ties
her into the Tree of Woe and fires off some kendo stick shots to the

ribs.

The Cone of Silence is broken up with more stick shots because Nikki
isn’t tapping to that yet. Or at all most likely. Nikki gets back up and
hits the Disaster Kick off the barricade (What bad knee?) before spraying
Carmella with the fire extinguisher. The Rack Attack 2.0 finishes



Carmella clean at 7:39.

Rating: D. This was another rather annoying instances of “Nikki Bella is
amazing and you should all like her”. Carmella did a bunch of stuff, had
it all shrugged off, and lost clean to the reality star who isn’t
interesting as a wrestler or a character because Carmella is exactly
right: Nikki has had things handed to her and didn’t get over until the
reality show started up. But now she’s “famous” and has a stupid
catchphrase so she’s interesting right?

Carmella says this doesn’t even anything because it was Natalya who
attacked Nikki at Survivor Series. That was ever in doubt?

IMMEDIATELY after that, here’s a video of Natalya helping someone pick
out a ring. You knew you were doing this and you couldn’t have say, Becky
do this vignette?

Video on the history of the Intercontinental Title to set up Dolph
Ziggler vs. Miz in their final battle over the title.

Daniel Bryan puts Ziggler over when Miz comes up. They don’t like each
other you see and Miz wants to shove Bryan off a ladder.

Intercontinental Title: The Miz vs. Dolph Ziggler

Miz is defending in a ladder match. Ziggler, in American flag tights for
some reason, takes him down to start but neither can hit a finisher early
on. They take turns sending each other into and hitting each other with a
ladder before Ziggler pulls Miz into the post. A tornado DDT sends Miz
face first (very slowly of course) into the ladder and both guys are

down.

Ziggler loads up the ladder in the ring but Miz is right back up to knock
it down. Miz puts the ladder on the middle rope and goes up, only to get
shoved off again. An elbow off the ladder (which didn’t change much here)
has Miz in trouble but he brings Ziggler off the ladder again. Back up
and Miz tries the running dropkick in the corner, only to have Ziggler
throw the ladder at him again. Miz starts in on the knee by crushing it
between the ladder.



To change things up a bit, Miz puts on the Figure Four with the leg in
the ladder. Cool idea, even though it doesn’t change much. The Skull
Crushing Finale onto the ladder lets Miz go for the belt but Ziggler
shoves the ladder away, leaving Miz dangling in the air. That means a big

crash and Miz comes up holding his knee.

Ziggler limps up the ladder but Miz, who is limping as well, pulls him
down into a slingshot powerbomb onto the ladder in the corner. For some
reason (likely a spot I'm guessing) Miz sets up another ladder and they
slug it out on top. Ziggler knocks him down after some shots to the face
but a low blow brings him down, allowing Miz to retain at 25:10.

Rating: C+. Ladder matches are all about the drama and that’s not what we
had here. This was all about doing spot after spot and that has to be
done properly or it makes for a pretty uninteresting match. That’s what
we had here because most of this match was about going from one spot to
another, which gets really tiresome. At least the right guy won though

and he didn’t have a bunch of people interfering to help him get there.

Post match Miz dedicates the win to Bryan, who motivated him by saying
Miz didn’t belong here. Ziggler can have a participation ribbon and like
it. Ok, let’s assume this isn’t building to Bryan vs. Miz. WHAT THE HECK
ARE THEY BUILDING TOWARDS THEN???

We recap Kalisto vs. Baron Corbin in your standard bully vs. small guy
feud. Chairs are involved and that’s your gimmick here.

Kalisto vs. Baron Corbin

Kalisto, debuting new trunks here, brings in a bunch of chairs but gets
knocked outside by the monster. Corbin sends him into the barricade and
then into a pile of chairs for two back inside. More chairs are set up
inside the ring with Corbin putting six of them together in the middle.
He takes a bit too long setting them up though and it’s Kalisto coming
off the top with a seated senton through the chairs for two.

Kalisto tries again with a suicide dive but Corbin whips him around with
a great looking Deep Six on the floor. Back in and Corbin piles up a
bunch of chairs but stops to swing at Kalisto instead. That goes badly as



Kalisto hurricanranas him off the barricade for a breather, followed by a
moonsault into double knees to the chest for two more. Kalisto tries
going up again but this time Corbin is ready for a chair to the head,
knocking Kalisto out of the air in a good looking crash. End of Days onto

the pile of chairs gives Baron the pin at 12:51.

Rating: C+. Kalisto was game here but again this was the right call.
Corbin could move up the ladder very quickly on Smackdown and this needs
to be the final match against Kalisto. Baron has been kind of floating
around aimlessly in recent months so hopefully he can go somewhere more
defined from here.

Natalya denies attacking Nikki.

We recap Becky Lynch vs. Alexa Bliss. Lynch beat her in Scotland but
Bliss’ foot was on the ropes, meaning it'’s time for a rematch. Bliss put
her through a table on Smackdown and the gimmick was set.

Women's Title: Alexa Bliss vs. Becky Lynch

Lynch is defending and it’'s a tables match. The champ starts fast and
goes for a table under the ring but Bliss shoves it back under. Becky is
back up and knocking Bliss away but takes a long time setting up a table
at ringside. It doesn’t seem to matter much though as a springboard kick
to the face almost knocks Bliss through.

Instead Alexa bites the fingers and chokes on the ropes for a bit. The
bored fans start chanting for JBL but thankfully it doesn’t catch on.
Bliss sets up another table in front of the corner and it’'s time for a
fight on the corner but the table is turned over. Becky puts the table up
in the corner and fires off some uppercuts. That goes nowhere though as
Bliss elbows her in the face and hits Insult to Injury.

Now the table is turned upside down and Alexa hits a DDT onto the back,
which thankfully doesn’t bust Becky open. The Disarm-Her through the
table legs has Bliss in trouble but Becky has to let it go because the
hold means nothing. The table is set on the bottom rope but Becky kicks
her to the floor, only to get powerbombed though the first table to give
Bliss the title at 15:16.



Rating: C. The crowd really hurt this one but the wrestling actually
wasn’t bad. Bliss lasted a lot longer than I was expecting and looked
good throughout, which is a really positive sign for her going forward.
What isn’t a positive sign is Nikki Bella, who is almost guaranteed to

get the title in her first shot. Better than I was expecting here.

More of Natalya with the ring (as in engagement ring) stuff, this time
with the proposal.

We recap the main event. Ambrose lost the title to Styles but before he
could get his pay per view rematch, James Ellsworth got involved and
basically took over the feud for a good while. Ambrose is finally getting
his rematch (save for the one from like two months ago) and it’'s the
show’s namesake match.

Smackdown World Title: Dean Ambrose vs. AJ Styles

Ambrose is defending and it’s a TLC match. An early backdrop puts the
champ down but it’'s WAY too early to start climbing. They fight up to the
set where there are a lot more toys available. Dean climbs a ladder but
goes right back down after AJ gets off the table. Back in and Dean gets
hit by a flying ladder, only to catapult AJ into one as well.

AJ crashes out to the floor and Dean throws the ladder onto him to make
things even worse. It’'s still too early to climb though as AJ blasts Dean
in the back with a chair. More chairs are set up in the middle of the
ring but Dean suplex drops Styles through them instead. The Rebound
Lariat puts AJ down and it’s time to go back outside.

Dean’s suicide dive takes AJ down again and Ambrose loads up the
announcers’ tables. The big elbow off the ladder drives AJ through the
table and it’s time for the really slow climb. Styles comes back in (duh)
and it’'s the big crash to the mat with both guys down. Dean heads outside
and takes the moonsault into the reverse DDT for a bad headache. With
Dean mostly out, AJ opts for a springboard 450 through a table instead.

Now THAT wakes the crowd up but not as much as James Ellsworth, who comes
down in a neckbrace as AJ starts climbing the ladder. Dean saves his
buddy from a Styles Clash and gives AJ Dirty Deeds on the steps. We get



the big climb and even a bonus shove off the ladder to send Styles to the
floor...and Ellsworth turns on Dean by shoving the ladder over. Styles
gets back in and pulls down the title to retain at 30:58.

Rating: B+. They had to do something like this with Ellsworth and it can
make sense if it’s played right. Styles retaining is another good call
and sets up something big at the Royal Rumble, especially if it’s
Undertaker getting the show. The spots worked really well here and I
liked it as well as I expected to. Strong main event, as it was always
going to be.

Ellsworth is elated to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. I liked the show well enough but it felt like it was
under a thick ceiling. There was a certain energy lacking from it and
that held it back a bit. It also doesn’t help that a lot of the matches
were predictable, but that doesn’t mean they weren’t entertaining. This
was the kind of show you would expect and there’s nothing wrong with
that, though it doesn’t matter much given the huge Rumble coming up.

Results

Wyatt Family b. Heath Slater/Rhyno — RKO to Rhyno

Nikki Bella b. Carmella — Rack Attack 2.0

Miz b. Dolph Ziggler — Miz pulled down the title

Baron Corbin b. Kalisto — End of Days onto a pile of chairs

Alexa Bliss b. Becky Lynch — Powerbomb through a table

AJ Styles b. Dean Ambrose — Styles pulled down the title

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new

book, KB’'s Complete Monday Nitro and Thunder Reviews Volume V
at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1MQKDV50



https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01MQKDV5O

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Tables, Ladders and Chairs
2016 Preview

It's been long enough since the last pay per view right? I mean, two
weeks is more than enough time to get ready for the next big show. This
Sunday we have “Tables, Ladders and Chairs 2016” from “Smackdown Live”,
meaning it’s time for the big gimmick based show with all the matches
built around the name of the show. No I don’t mean Survivor Series. Let'’s
get to it.

To begin with, we have a match that has been built up for a few months
despite both guys barely being in the same place. We’ll start with the
chairs match between Baron Corbin and Kalisto, which was recently
enhanced by Corbin ruining Kalisto’'s Cruiserweight Title shot and
therefore keeping the cruiserweights over on “Monday Night Raw”. Kalisto
then attacked Corbin with a chair for the sake of having a chairs match
on the pay per view.

There's really no reason to put Kalisto over here so I'll go with Corbin,
who seemed to be ready for a push towards the main event but was thrown
back into this for reasons that aren’t clear. I'm sure Kalisto will get
in some impressive offense but I can’t imagine this ending with anything
other than a big power move onto a chair with Corbin getting the pin.

We’ll just to a title match now with Smackdown Women’s Champion Becky
Lynch defending against Alexa Bliss in a tables match. These two have
feuded for months now but they’ve managed to only have one title match in
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that span. Yeah imagine that: building up a feud by means other than
having them trade the title back and forth. On this occasion, we're
having a tables match after Bliss pushed Lynch through one on “Smackdown

Live” earlier this week.

On paper, this is the perfect way to put the title on Bliss but I think
we're going to see Lynch retain the title in a surprise. They seem to be
getting ready for the big showdown with Nikki Bella because that’'s just
how things work on Tuesdays. Bliss has gotten a lot out of this feud but
I don’t think she’s ready for the title just yet. I wouldn’t be stunned
if they change the title but I think Lynch retains here.

We'll stick with the title matches for now with the Wyatt Family (Bray
Wyatt and Randy Orton) challenging Heath Slater and Rhyno for the
Smackdown Tag Team Titles. Slater and Rhyno are the inaugural champions
and have held the belts for a few months now, which really has surprised
me after expecting them to fall apart in the span of their first feud.

That being said, if there is any reason for the Wyatts not to get the
titles here, I have no idea what it could be. Somehow Wyatt has never won
a title in WWE and Orton would seemed destined to turn on him eventually,
so the title change here makes sense. Also it’s not like Slater and Rhyno
losing to one of the biggest stars ever and a top name like Wyatt is
going to seem like an upset. They’re playing with the house’s money here
so the loss is fine. Give the Wyatts the belts they deserve and arguably
need.

Before we get to the two big matches on the rest of the show, let’s take
a look at the grudge match between Nikki Bella and Carmella, who will be
facing off in a No DQ match. This isn’t the most interesting thing in the
world but it’s been built up well enough over time and I wouldn’t mind
watching it again. I mean, assuming Bella doesn’t shrug off Carmella’s

finisher time after time again.

This time though I think I’'m going to go with Carmella in an upset. The
weapons are a nice way out and as much as I'm sure they want to push
Bella as this unstoppable force, Carmella needs this win a lot more.
Carmella could challenge Lynch down the line and while there’s a very



good chance this is the Bella show all over again (in addition to her two
other shows), I'm going with Carmella in a surprise.

Now we get to the portion of the show involving climbing high objects,
starting with Miz defending the Intercontinental Title in a ladder match
against Dolph Ziggler. These two have feuded for what feels like forever
and this is being billed as the big final fight. I didn’t really need Miz
losing the title in the first place as I could have gone with a big long
title reign but Ziggler’s win was great.

I'll go with Miz retaining here as Ziggler really doesn’t need anything
at this point. Unfortunately I have a bad feeling they’re going to go
with Ziggler getting the big win again because that’s worked so well in
the long term all those other times. Miz winning, hopefully without
Spirit Squad interfering this time, sets up something bigger for him down
the line while Ziggler can be built up for his latest “I JUST WANT ONE
SHOT!!!"” speech.

That leaves us with the main event with AJ Styles defending the Smackdown
World Title against former champion Dean Ambrose in a TLC match. Styles
won the title back in September and Ambrose has yet to get his one on one
rematch. This is the kind of match that is fun almost by definition: take
two talented people and have them beat each other with various hard
objects over and over again until one of them is done.

I'll take Styles retaining here as the word on the street is Undertaker
vs. Styles for the belt in San Antonio. On top of that there’s a pre-made
story of Undertaker being mad at Ambrose for costing “Smackdown Live” the
Survivor Series match. Even if Undertaker doesn’t interfere, Styles
winning makes the most sense and hopefully wraps up this feud for good.

Overall, Sunday’s show is going to be the same as it always is: a lot of
fun depending on the level of violence they’re allowed to involved. I
always look forward to this show and it’s a great way to wrap up the
year. No big storytelling moments, no technical wrestling exhibitions and
no overly complicated gimmicks. Just a bunch of matches with people
beating on each other with various metal objects.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’'s Complete Monday Nitro and Thunder Reviews Volume V
at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1MQKDV50

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Smackdown - November 29,
2016: Going Home With A Smile

Smackdown

Date: November 29, 2016

Location: Colonial Life Arena, Columbia, South Carolina

Commentators: Tom Phillips, David Otunga, Mauro Ranallo, John Bradshaw
Layfield

It’s the go home show for Tables, Ladders and Chairs 2016 and Smackdown
has managed to put together a pretty decent build in such a small time
frame. Tonight we’ve got Dean Ambrose hosting the Ambrose Asylum with
James Ellsworth as his guest, meaning AJ Styles is bound to get involved.
Let’'s get to it.

Opening sequence.

There are tables, ladders and chairs all over the arena.
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Renee Young is in the ring for a contract signing for the Women’s Title
match. Alexa Bliss and Becky Lynch come out with Alexa telling Renee to
get out of here because they need someone with better fashion sense. They
recap the feud with Becky saying Bliss has the mentality of a four year
old. The champ signs but Alexa keeps talking about Becky'’s accent and how
this isn’t the Disney Channel where you get further by being nice. Becky
rips into her for not accomplishing anything in her time here other than
having a loser mentality. Alexa signs as well and the fight is on with
Becky actually being knocked through the table.

Dolph Ziggler/Kalisto vs. Baron Corbin/The Miz

Corbin knocks Ziggler down to start and we take a break less than thirty
seconds in. Back with Corbin whipping Dolph hard into the corner and
doing that slide underneath the bottom rope to keep Dolph in trouble.
It’'s off to Miz, who pulls out a ladder to lean up against the steps.
Ziggler gets in the running DDT on the floor, followed by a superkick to

Miz.

The hot tag brings in Kalisto for his usual, including the hurricanrana
driver for two on Miz. A big suicide dive sends Miz into the announcers’
table. Everyone is staggered and Maryse shoves the ladder onto Ziggler.
Back in and the Salida Del Sol looks to finish, only to have Corbin use a
chair for the DQ at 7:31.

Rating: B-. For a match this short, they packed in a lot of action into
the time. Kalisto could be an interesting guy if they would stop cutting
his legs out from underneath him. The same is true with Corbin, who
certainly has the look but I'm not sure if he has enough in ring skills
yet to hang at this level.

American Alpha isn’t scared of the Wyatts and are ready to levitate the
Wyatts with suplexes.

The Wyatts are ready for American Alpha and don’t like their positivity.
Orton gives Luke Harper a pep talk for his match with Kane but Harper
doesn’t seem to trust Randy.

Carmella comes out for her match but first of all she has a message for



John Cena. She promises to hit Nikki with a chair so hard that the real
Bella Twins pop out of her back. Nikki charges to the ring and the brawl
is on, meaning no match. Carmella is easily cleaned out.

We recap last week’s ladder match with Ellsworth earning his contract and
a shot at Styles’ World Title.

It’'s time for the Ambrose Asylum, complete with a single piece of carpet
in the middle of the ring. Ambrose gets right to it by bringing out
Ellsworth as the first guest. Dean asks how old James’ boots are before
letting James celebrate his win a little bit. Ellsworth offers to do
anything Dean needs so Ambrose gives him money to pick up a six pack
after the show. As far as James’ future, he’d rather face AJ for the
title after beating him three times in a row. Ambrose: “He’s drunk with
power ladies and gentlemen.”

Cue AJ to stand on the announcers’ table and make puppet jokes about
Ellsworth. Dean: “So what you’re saying is you lost to a dummy three
times?” AJ gets in the ring and promises to get rid of Dean before
dealing with the new superstar, as long as James shows up on Sunday. The
brawl is on with AJ shoving both guys through the furniture. Ellsworth is
hung upside down for a chair shot to the back, followed by a Styles Clash
onto the steps. That should get rid of him for awhile but odds are he’ll
be at the pay per view.

Post break, Ellsworth is taken out on a stretcher.

Kane vs. Luke Harper

Harper’s headlock doesn’t get him anywhere as Kane comes back with his
own power offense. A big boot and clothesline puts Harper on the floor
and we take a break. Back with Harper kicking him in the knee and head,
only to get caught with the running DDT. Harper hammers away in the
corner but gets powerbombed out for two more. The swinging Boss Man Slam
gives Luke two of his own and a superkick drops Kane again. Back up and
Harper misses the discus lariat, setting up the chokeslam to give Kane
the pin at 11:05.

Rating: B-. What is with the good matches on here tonight? These two beat



the heck out of each other in the only kind of match they should have
had. Kane has taken a backseat since the Draft but he’s still fine for
something like this. You can tell they’re doing something with Harper so
maybe he’ll wind up getting a push out of the thing.

We recap the contract signing.

Becky has a sore back but doesn’t care what kind of match she has with
Alexa. Again, and I can’t emphasize this enough: they’ve taken a simple
idea and ran with the thing, which can often make for something very

entertaining.

Bray Wyatt/Randy Orton vs. American Alpha

The winners get the title shot on Sunday. Orton and Jordan get things
going with Jason snapping off some armdrags and working an armbar. It's
off to Wyatt who throws Jordan throat first into the ropes to take over.
The beatdown begins with Orton draping him over the top rope and grabbing
a chinlock.

Jordan fights up and makes the tag off to Gable, who cleans house for a
bit until being sent hard to the floor as we take a break. Back with
Gable getting DDT’ed onto the apron for two as the beating continues.
Bray hits the release Rock Bottom and Orton’s awesome looking superplex
has both guys down.

Unfortunately it’s actually enough for the hot tag to Jordan as
everything breaks down. The suplexes begin on Bray but the lights go out,
revealing Harper at ringside. Gable breaks up Sister Abigail but an RKO
breaks up the Grand Amplitude. Jordan’s spear hits the post and Sister
Abigail sends the Wyatts to the title match at 15:29.

Rating: B. Heck of a match here with the right team going over. Bray
almost has to win a title soon and they even protected Alpha in the loss.
There's something so cool about watching Jordan fighting for all he’s
worth as he does the big comeback as well as almost anyone in the company
right now. This was better than I was expecting and I had a good time
with it.



Slater and Rhyno are ready for the challenge when Styles comes up to say
no one cares about the Tag Team Titles. Ambrose runs in and beats AJ up
to end the show.

Overall Rating: A. Now THIS is how you go into a pay per view. Smackdown
had a battle plan tonight and executed it to near perfection. I'm pretty
sure every match on Sunday got some focus here and the wrestling was even
good on top of that. You really can tell that there’s a lot of effort put
into the planning of these shows and they know exactly what they want to
do on almost any given week. This was one of the better go home shows
I’'ve seen in a very long time and it was everything they needed to do and
more.

Results

Dolph Ziggler/Kalisto b. The Miz/Baron Corbin via DQ when Corbin used a
chair

Kane b. Luke Harper — Chokeslam
Randy Orton/Bray Wyatt b. American Alpha — Sister Abigail to Jordan
Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new

book, KB’'s Complete Monday Nitro and Thunder Reviews Volume V
at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1MQKDV50

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01MQKDV5O
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Survivor Series Count-Up -
2013: When It Reigns, It’s
Really, Really About Reigns.

Survivor Series 2013

Date: November 24, 2013

Location: TD Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Attendance: 13,500

Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, John Bradshaw Layfield

While those two matches aren’t the most interesting in the world, there
is one match that had people’s interest. Daniel Bryan and CM Punk have
both been having issues with the bizarre cult leader Bray Wyatt and his
Family. The two will pair up tonight to face the Family (Luke Harper and
Erick Rowan), though the real story will pick up when Bray himself gets
involved. Let’'s get to it.

Pre-Show: Kofi Kingston vs. The Miz

Miz turned on Kofi in a tag match on Raw to set this up. He offers a
handshake to start but Kofi is too smart for that. We get a surprisingly
fast start with Kofi trying to get a grip on Miz but settling for a
rollup for two. They trade about three rollups each for three in a very
nice chain wrestling sequence until we reach a stalemate. Miz goes for
the Figure Four but has to duck Trouble in Paradise. Kofi sends him to
the floor for a nice dive and we take a break. Back with Kofi holding a

chinlock before getting two off a cross body.

Kingston pounds away in the corner but Miz sneaks underneath him and
scores with a big boot to the face. Kofi fights out and hits a double
stomp to the chest followed by some nice dropkicks. The Boom Drop looks
to set up Trouble In Paradise but Miz ducks, only to get caught in the
S0S for two. Another Figure Four attempt is countered into a small
package for two and Kofi’s high cross body gets the same. Two low knees
to the face/chest put Miz down but he ducks the third and grabs a rollup
for the pin.
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Rating: B-. This was one of the better opening matches they’ve had in a
long time. The reversal sequences were very fast paced and other than a
few moments here and there, the action barely stopped. Kofi losing here
doesn’t hurt him at all and Miz gets a win to help boost his heel turn.

Everybody wins. Well except Kofi but you get the idea.

The opening video talks about how survival is a must before transitioning

to your usual hype video for the World Title matches.

Rey Mysterio/Usos/Goldust/Cody Rhodes vs. Real Americans/Shield

Elimination rules of course and the Real Americans are Jack Swagger and
Cesaro. The Usos are twin Samoan high fliers. Ricardo Rodriguez is on
Spanish commentary. Colter (a VERY proud American who wants all non-
Americans to leave the country) does his usual routine before the match
before attempting to twerk because what would a wrestling show be without
that?

Cody and Ambrose get things going as this is the anniversary of Shield’s
debut. They trade waistlocks to start but Cody takes over with some right
hands, only to have Ambrose pound away in the corner. Rhodes comes back
with even more punches as Cole tells us that Friday is Lawler, Colter and
JBL’s birthday. Ambrose pounds away in the corner but gets in an argument
with the referee, allowing Cody to get a quick rollup for the

elimination.

Everything breaks down with the Usos cleaning house and hitting dives to
take out all of their opponents. We settle down with Goldust vs. Rollins
but it’s quickly off to Swagger to drive Goldust into the corner. Jack
takes him down and Cesaro comes in with a knee drop for two. Cole messes
up his history by saying Andre the Giant was the sole survivor of the
first Survivor Series match (that would be the main event of the first
Survivor Series and the fourth match ever).

Goldust gets a backslide for two on Cesaro and scores with a powerslam. A
jawbreaker puts both guys down but Cesaro is able to tag first. Swagger
comes in but misses the Vader Bomb, allowing for the hot tag off to
Mysterio. He easily takes Swagger down to set up the 619 and it’'s a
superkick from Jimmy followed by the Superfly Splash from Jey to



eliminate Swagger.

Cesaro immediately comes in with an uppercut to Jey to set up the Cesaro
Swing. The fans count along with the swings but it’s only 15 revolutions.
He must be tired tonight. Jimmy comes in without a tag and gets a swing
of his own 19 revolution swing. Cody gets the tag and scores with a
sunset flip out of nowhere for the elimination, leaving us with

Rollins/Reigns vs. all five members of the other team.

Reigns comes in to work on Cody’s arm but it’'s off to Jey instead. Roman
easily tags him into the Shield corner and the two remaining members take
over with the alternating tags. Rollins comes in with a top rope fist to
Jey’s jaw and we hit the chinlock. Jey fights up and backdrops Rollins
over the top rope, allowing for the tag off to Jimmy. A Samoan Drop gets
two on Reigns and the running Umaga attack in the corner keeps him in
trouble. Jimmy goes up top but has to headbutt Reigns down. He jumps down
but the spear is enough for a quick elimination.

Cody comes in with a missile dropkick followed by the moonsault press for
two on Rollins. Cross Rhodes connects but Reigns made a blind tag,
allowing him to spear Cody in half for the elimination, leaving us at
3-2. Jey comes in and takes Reigns to the floor, sending him into the
barricade and post. Back in and Rollins makes a quick tag to set up the
Black Out (running one foot curb stomp) to eliminate Jey, leaving us with
Reigns/Rollins vs. Goldust/Mysterio.

It’s Rey vs. Rollins with Mysterio getting in a quick dropkick, only to
go up top and get caught in the Tree of Woe. Back to Reigns who sends
Mysterio out to the floor but Rey makes it back in at 9. Reigns’ spear
goes into the post by mistake but Rollins knocks Goldust to the floor to
prevent the hot tag. Rey grabs a rollup out of nowhere to get rid of
Rollins and make it 2-1.

Rollins stomps on Mysterio a bit before leaving, giving Roman a big
advantage. Rey slides through Reigns’ legs and catches him with an
enziguri before sending him into the corner with a drop toehold. There’s
the hot tag to Goldust who gets two off a spinebuster. He pounds down
right hands to Roman in the corner before a powerslam gets two. Reigns



comes right back by countering the bulldog into a spear and it’'s one on
one. Rey tries the 619 but gets speared in half as well, giving Reigns

his star making performance with his fourth elimination for the win.

Rating: B-. Total star making performance by Reigns as he was completely
unstoppable out there. Save for a meaningless fall over an Uso, Reigns
literally got every elimination for his team. They're clearly setting him
up to be something special, though the results since have been very

mixed.

Orton interrupts an Authority meeting and wants to make sure they’'re all
on the same page to start. The Authority talks down to him before telling

him to go prove his worth on his own.

Intercontinental Title: Curtis Axel vs. Big E. Langston

Langston, defending here, is a powerlifter and incredibly strong. This is
the rematch from when Axel lost the title on Monday before why change the
title here? Axel grabs a headlock to start but Langston easily powers
out. They trade leapfrogs until Langston runs him over with ease. Axel
sends him to the apron and forearms Langston down to the floor for his
first advantage.

The fans chant You Can’t Wrestle, presumably at Axel, though the same
chant at Langston wouldn’t surprise me. Axel hits a Hennig neck snap and
puts on a chinlock only to have Langston power out and suplex Axel down.
There'’s the Warrior Splash but Axel kicks the knee and gets two off a
PerfectPlex. Not that it matters as Big E. grabs Curtis for the Big
Ending to retain.

Rating: D+. Well at least it was short. This was one of the least
important title matches I can think of in a long time as I don’t even
think Axel believed he was taking the title here. Nothing to see here and
basically it was an extended squash for Langston. That’'s all it should
have been too since they couldn’t do the title change here due to

reasons.

Post match Langston cuts a promo that would make Mick Foley proud,
mentioning Boston three times in about 20 seconds.



AJ gives a semi-maniacal speech to her teammates which they take as her
saying she’s better than them. AJ says yeah she'’s better because they’re
just here because they’re not good enough to be on Total Divas. The promo
basically buries the entire division by pointing out how worthless all of
them are. Rebellion is imminent even though AJ gets a great line: “Get
your own show by stealing this one.”

Team AJ vs. Total Divas

AJ Lee/Tamina Snuka/Summer Rae/Alicia Fox/Rosa Mendes/Kaitlyn/Aksana
Bella Twins/Funkadactyls/JoJo/Eva Marie/Natalya

This is the result of a reality show on the E Network called Total Divas.
The show resulted in Divas Champion AJ Lee going on an incredible rant
about how she was a wrestler and not a reality star, setting up a feud.
The Funkadactyls (Cameron and Naomi) are Brodus Clay’s former dancers.
Eva Marie and JoJo were hired only to be on Total Divas. Aksana is
Lithuanian and not very good. Rosa Mendes is even worse, Summer Rae 1is
the dance partner of a wrestler named Fandango and Kaitlyn is the anti-
Diva.

The Total Divas come out in a big line to the show’s theme song because
they’'re SO close on that show. Naomi starts with Alicia and rolls her up
for a pin in just over a minute. Rosa avoids a Rear View but gets caught
in a double suplex by the Funkadactyls. Mendes comes back with a quick
kick to the face to eliminate Cameron, only to be taken out by a Bella

Buster from Naomi.

It’s 6-5 now and here’s Summer to dance a bit. Nikki does the Worm and
we’'re in a dance off. Another Bella Buster gets rid of Summer and it'’s
time for Eva Marie who is booed out of the building. Kaitlyn only needs
the gutbuster to get rid of Eva and it's off to Naomi again. Another
gutbuster takes Naomi out as we aren’t even five minutes into the match.
Brie avoids a spear from Kaitlyn and takes her out with a missile
dropkick.

Aksana comes in and pins Brie after an AJ cheap shot and a spinebuster.
Nikki comes in and puts Aksana in a Torture Rack backbreaker for a pin.



I'm not skipping anything between these falls by the way. Tamina
headbutts Nikki down a few times but the Bella comes back with an
enziguri. Natalya was taken down by something the camera missed so it'’s

off to JoJo vs. Tamina.

Snuka toys with her but gets rolled up for two, only to kick JoJo in the
face. There’'s a Samoan drop for no cover because AJ wants and gets the
pin. Natalya is driven into the corner by Tamina but the monster misses a
charge and gets caught in the Sharpshooter. AJ tries a save but can’t get
there in time and Tamina taps. Natalya reverses a quick AJ rollup into
the Sharpshooter for the submission, leaving her and Nikki as the dual

sole survivors.

Rating: D-. Other than their looks, nothing was good about this. The
whole thing was a way to show us that Total Divas are AWESOME while
making it clear that most of them are models who look good in little
outfits but have no business EVER being in a ring. AJ continues to be
exactly right about everything she says but WWE has decided that the
reality “stars” are the heroes, no matter what.

Orton tries to get Charles Robinson on his side to no avail.

The expert panel looks to talk a bit but Ryback cuts them off. He says
he’s the talent here and issues an open challenge to anyone on the

roster. Here’s his answer.

Mark Henry vs. Ryback

Henry is shaved bald now and shoves Ryback around with ease. Ryback is
thrown around again but gets taken down by a shot to the knee. Henry
shoves Ryback to the floor for a six count but Ryback comes back in with
a headbutt. Some JYD all fours headbutts get two for Henry but Ryback
takes the knee out again. We hit the chinlock on Mark before he fights up
with relative ease. The World’'s Strongest Slam is countered and Ryback
spinebusters him down. The Meathook is countered with something
resembling a cross body and the World’'s Strongest Slam gets the pin.

Rating: D. This was as stereotypical of a power match as you could have
ever asked for. Henry didn’t look good here and was way too aloof out



there rather than being the monster that got him over for good. Ryback is
desperately in need of a change after all these losses he’'s suffered in
the last year.

Now the panel talks a bit.

We recap Cena vs. Del Rio. Nothing special to say here: Cena won the
title last month and this is the rematch. Cena opts for no arm brace
despite having to take a few months off for elbow surgery.

World Heavyweight Championship: John Cena vs. Alberto Del Rio

Cena is defending. After some big match intros we’re ready to go. Cena
grabs a waistlock which gets him nowhere so Del Rio puts on a headlock to
take him down to the mat. Del Rio fights free and gets two off a snap
suplex before going to an armbar. They head outside for a bit with Cena
going shoulder first into the steps. Back in and a top rope forearm to
Cena’s shoulder gets two and we hit the armbar again. This is a really
slow pace so far with Del Rio talking a lot of trash and not following up
on most of his offense.

Cena starts a comeback but misses a shoulder block to keep things right
where they have been all match. They head outside again with Cena being
sent into the steps again, allowing Del Rio to do You Can’t See Me. Back
inside and we hit the armbar again as we’re somehow approaching ten
minutes into this match. Cena tries a comeback with his finishing

sequence but gets caught in the Backstabber for two.

Del Rio goes up top again but gets dropkicked out of the air to put both
guys down again. Cena’s finishing sequence is broken up again by a thumb
to the eye and Alberto gets two off a DDT. Alberto is sent to the floor
and has to dive in to beat the count. Cena does the finishing sequence at
triple speed but the AA is countered into a German suplex for two but the

corner enziguri misses.

The STF is countered so Cena grabs a tornado DDT for another near fall.

Del Rio takes him down again and stands around a lot before putting John
in the Tree of Woe. That goes nowhere as Cena avoids a charge to send Del
Rio into the post. The top rope Fameasser gets two but the STF is broken



by a rope. Del Rio’s low superkick gets two and a neckbreaker from Cena
gets the same. Del Rio grabs the armbreaker out of nowhere but Cena
counters into a powerbomb to escape. Another armbreaker is countered and

the AA retains Cena'’s title.

Rating: D+. The lack of drama crippled this one for me. There was zero
doubt for me as to who was going to win and the only question was whether
it would be the AA or the STF. Del Rio just isn’t a threat to Cena at all
and he never has been. Why WWE insists on going with that match time
after time is beyond me. Put Alberto against Langston for a while to give
Big E. a rub or whatever, but keep him away from Cena.

Santino and R-Truth play with toys. Los Matadores (Primo and Epico as
bullfighters), Fandango and John Laurinitis come in for some unfunny
comedy. Ok Ace was funny at least.

We recap the Wyatts vs. Punk/Bryan. Not much to this one either. The good
guys are heroes and that’'s not cool with Bray so he’s sent his monsters
to show the world that there are no heroes.

Wyatt Family vs. CM Punk/Daniel Bryan

Before the match Bray talks about Sister Abigail telling him how tough
Bryan and Punk would be. They’re the reapers though, so Punk and Bryan
should run. Bray'’s promos have always been strange. Bryan and Rowan get
things going with Daniel firing off kicks to the leg. Rowan easily throws
him down but Daniel takes him into the corner for a tag off to Punk which

doesn’t get a huge reaction.

Harper comes in and charges into a boot in the corner, only to rip away
at Punk’s face and chop him down. Back to Rowan for a bearhug but Punk
fights out very quickly. Punk escapes a suplex and Bryan comes in to try
a double suplex, only to have Rowan suplex both guys down. Bryan drives
Rowan into the corner for some double kicks to the ribs to put Erick
down. The crowd doesn’t seem interested in this match.

Back to Harper who is taken into the hero corner as well before a double
dropkick puts both guys down. Bryan fires off the kicks and plays Bret to
Punk’s Neidhart in a Hart Attack. Rowan tries to come in and the



distraction lets Harper kick Punk’s head off for two. Rowan cranks on
Punk’s neck for a bit before getting two off a backbreaker. Back to
Harper for an uppercut followed by a quickly released Gator Roll. Rowan
gets caught talking to the sheep mask which Cole finds strange for some

reason.

Harper gets two off a Michinoku Driver before it’s back to Erick for some
more neck cranking. Punk gets a boot up in the corner to stagger Rowan
and a running DDT puts both guys down. A double tag brings in Bryan to
face Harper and Daniel starts up his usual sequence. Luke gets low
bridged to the floor and the FLYING GOAT (suicide dive) takes Harper out,
possibly injuring the monster’s knee.

A missile dropkick gets two and there are the YES Kicks. The running
dropkick in the corner staggers the big man but Harper counters a top
rope hurricanrana into a super sitout powerbomb for two. The fans think
this is awesome as Bray yells at the Family. Rowan splashes Bryan for two
and the second heat segment begins. Harper comes in with some forearms to
the back but Punk kicks him in the back of the head to give Bryan a
breather.

There’s the hot tag off to Punk who takes Harper down but he dives on
Rowan and Bray instead of Luke. Now the Macho Elbow connects on Harper
for two and everything breaks down. The running knee takes Rowan down and
Punk counters the discus lariat into the GTS for the pin on Harper.

Rating: B. This was the old school tag team formula and it worked
perfectly well. Punk and Bryan are good choices for matches like this and
there’s nothing wrong with the Wyatts getting pinned. The money in the
feud is Bray in the ring with either of them and that'’s certainly coming
in the future.

Bray teases getting in but stays on the floor.

Cena is talking to the Authority about something when Orton comes in to
glare at them. The Viper sounds jealous.

We recap Big Show vs. Randy Orton. Orton is supposed to be the face of
the WWE but the Authority isn’t very confident in him. Big Show has



weaseled his way into a title match tonight due to the threat of a
lawsuit which could take over the entire company because that’s what
heroes do. They've been brawling for a few weeks and Big Show looks
dominant while Orton has no backup tonight. I wonder what’s going to

happen.

WWE Championship: Randy Orton vs. Big Show

Orton is defending and is on the floor about a second after the bell
rings. He trips getting back inside to show how confused he is tonight
and gets chopped LOUDLY by Big Show. More slow offense sets up more chops
by Big Show but Orton comes back with a dropkick and some kicks to the
head. A knee drop gets two for the champion and we hit a sleeper. Big
Show loudly says “two clotheslines” before hitting two clotheslines and
calling for the chokeslam, sending Orton running to the floor.

Back in and Big Show slams him down before going to the top rope, only to
be crotched on the top rope. The Elevated DDT out of the corner puts Big
Show down and Orton poses a lot. Show grabs a chokeslam out of nowhere
for two and loads up the KO punch but Orton bails to the floor. The big
man follows him to the floor and throws Orton at the ropes, taking out
the referee in the process. Randy finds a chair but gets it slapped out
of his hands before they go into the crowd.

That goes nowhere so they head back to ringside where Orton tries the
Elevated DDT again, only to have Show escape and hit the KO punch. Back
inside and the Authority comes out for a distraction, allowing Orton to
hit a quick RKO. The annoying crowd chants for Daniel Bryan as Orton hits
the Punt to retain.

Rating: D-. What the heck was that? Unfortunately, it was exactly what
most people were expecting. Big Show was trying but there’s only so much
you can do when Orton spends a third of an eleven minute match running,
not counting the interference at the end. Horrid main event but I guess
it sets up HHH vs. Big Show.

Post match here’s Cena to hold up the World Heavyweight Championship
while Orton holds up the WWE Championship. That's Wrestlemania it would
seem, but it would actually be next month.



Overall Rating: D+. This show had its moments but they totally lost me
around the time of the Henry match. The card was about the same as it
felt like it was going to be with a few good matches but little to care
about in the main event scenes. Orton vs. Big Show was as nothing of a
match as it could have been and the interference was just predictable.
This show just didn’t feel necessary though it wasn’t the worst effort

ever.

Ratings Comparison

The Miz vs. Kofi Kingston
Original:B-
Redo: C

Real Americans/Shield vs. Cody Rhodes/Goldust/Rey
Mysterio/Usos

Original:B-

Redo: C

Curtis Axel vs. Big E. Langston
Original:D+

Redo: D+

Total Divas vs. True Divas
Original:D-

Redo: F

Mark Henry vs. Ryback
Original:D

Redo: D

Alberto Del Rio vs. John Cena



Original:D+

Redo: B

Wyatt Family vs. CM Punk/Daniel Bryan
Original:B

Redo: B-

Big Show vs. Randy Orton

Original:D-

Redo: D

Overall Rating

Original:D+

Redo: C-

Dang I hated Del Rio back then.
Here’s the original review if you'’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/11/24/survivor-series-2013-
they-had-me-for-a-bit/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the History of Wrestlemania at Amazon for just $3.99
at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0188BJRGU

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Smackdown — November 9, 2016:
What's Scottish for Average?

I apologize for the delay but my internet was out for a few
hours during the middle of the show.

Smackdown

Date: November 8, 2016

Location: SSE Hydro, Glasgow, Scotland

Commentators: Mauro Ranallo, David Otunga, John Bradshaw Layfield, Tom
Phillips

It’s another night in the same building as Smackdown is in Scotland.
Tonight actually has a major match announced as Becky Lynch will be
defending the Women’s Title against Alexa Bliss in a match that was
scheduled for No Mercy but was postponed due to an injury. Other than
that we’'re likely going to see more announced for Survivor Series. Let’s
get to it.

Opening sequence.

Here’'s AJ Styles to open things up. AJ isn’t in a good mood tonight and
doesn’t want to hear the booing or see the tweets. He wants to talk about
last week’s travesty, which saw that mutant turtle James Ellsworth cost
him a match against Dean Ambrose. If Ambrose wanted to be champion again
so badly, he never would have lost his title in the first place. That
brings AJ to Survivor Series, where he doesn’t need Dean’s help to win.

AJ wants to bring the Survivor Series team down but Baron Corbin
interrupts. Baron says he’ll deliver, but not to AJ’s team. Cue the
Wyatts, which now includes Randy Orton. Before anything can happen,
here’s Dean to bring out James Ellsworth (JBL: “HOW DID YOU GET THAT
THING THROUGH CUSTOMS??7?"”), who AJ wants thrown in Loch Ness. Styles
suggests that Dean and Ellsworth are outnumbered but Corbin walks out.
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Cue Shane (who I wasn’t sure was still alive) to talk to team blue. He
wants to see the best in the world beat Raw and thinks it’s going to be a
clean sweep. Ellsworth has an idea: he can be the official mascot! Shane
agrees and a six man tag is made for later tonight with the Wyatts vs.
Ambrose/Corbin/Ellsworth.

Survivor Series Qualifying Match: Breezango vs. Vaudevillains

Breezango are dressed as cops for no apparent reason. Gotch immediately
gives Breeze a Regal Roll and the Swanton gives English two. Everything
breaks down and Fandango gives English a falcon’s arrow for the pin at
1:23. That was quick.

Natalya vs. Naomi

Coach Natalya now has a whistle. Nikki Bella is on commentary and Naomi
is very yellow. Natalya takes her down to start before walking into a
sitout jawbreaker. There’s a double crossbody to put both women down but
cue Carmella to talk some trash. Natalya busts out her whistle to try and
restore order but it just lets Nikki forearm Carmella. The distraction
lets Naomi grab a small package for the pin at 2:02.

Corbin has walked out of the six man tag (assuming he was ever officially
announced in the first place as it wasn’t clear) but will face Kalisto
tonight.

Ellsworth gets on Dean’s nerves until Daniel Bryan comes up. Daniel has a
replacement partner for them and it’s....Kane. Ellsworth: “So...what’s the
strategy tonight?” Kane: “Don’t. Tag. In.”

Baron Corbin vs. Kalisto

We actually get a flashback to their feud from three months ago that
never went anywhere. Corbin jumps him before the bell and lays Kalisto
out. Kalisto is sent outside but Baron slips off the apron and messes up
his knee. With Corbin begging off, Kalisto dropkicks the bad knee into
the steps. Corbin is in agony as referees come out to check on him.
Kalisto even adds a frog splash to the bad leg. No match.

Video on Alexa Bliss vs. Becky Lynch.



Baron Corbin is officially off the Smackdown team due to the knee injury.

So at this point in the show my cable went out and didn’'t come back on
until right before the end of Crews vs. Hawkins. I saw the rest later but
there was a big gap in the middle.

Women's Title: Alexa Bliss vs. Becky Lynch

Becky is defending and this is billed as the main event, halfway through
the show. A lockup goes nowhere to start and the Disarm-Her sends Alexa
bailing to the ropes. They trade some rollups for two each before a
dropkick sends Alexa into the corner. That goes badly for the champ
though as she misses a charge into the post and it’s off to the armbar.
More armbarring is countered into a sitout powerbomb to put both women
down as we take a break.

Back with Becky starting a comeback and getting two off a Bex Plex. Bliss
avoids a guillotine legdrop though and hits a backflip into double knees
to the ribs. The champ pops back up and crotches Alexa on top, only to
get shoved right back down. They trade rollups but the Disarm-Her goes on
to make Bliss tap at 14:50....with Alexa’s foot on the ropes.

Rating: C+. This was more long than good but it also keeps them set up
for another title match down the line. Becky is a good option as the
first champion and they made Alexa feel like a bigger deal as she won a
lot of matches coming up to this title shot. The match itself was just
kind of there though with the basic arm work but the big fight feel
helped a lot.

Bryan promises Shane to have a replacement chosen tonight. Miz and Maryse
come in to set up some exposition. In exchange for Sami Zayn getting an
Intercontinental Title shot, Brian Kendrick will be defending the
Cruiserweight Title against Kalisto, and if he wins the cruiserweights
come to Smackdown. As a bonus, Miz gets an Intercontinental Title shot
next week.

Curt Hawkins vs. Apollo Crews

Hawkins starts fast with a jumping knee to the face and we’re in the



chinlock about forty seconds into the match. Crews throws him down again
though and goes up top, only to miss a high crossbody. An Oklahoma roll
gives Hawkins the pin at 1:50.

Dolph Ziggler can’t wait to defend the Intercontinental Title against the
Miz next week on the way to facing Sami Zayn at Survivor Series.

Wyatt Family vs. James Ellsworth/Kane/Dean Ambrose

AJ is on commentary, giving us a FIVE PERSON BOOTH. My goodness people,
think this nonsense through. Kane and Harper do the big power showdown to
start with a backdrop sending Harper flying. It’s off to Dean vs. Bray
with the latter running him over with a shoulder. Orton comes in and runs
Dean over before stomping on the fingers. A side slam from Kane has Orton
in trouble and the fans want Ellsworth.

That just earns James a throat slit, followed by Orton breaking up a
chokeslam attempt on Luke. We hit the stomping for a bit before Bray
nails the backsplash for two. The stomping continues and we take a break.
Back with the Ellsworth chants continuing, only to have Harper cut them
off by dropkicking Kane. Orton grabs a headlock followed by a dropkick
but Harper gets DDT’'d.

The hot tag brings in Ambrose to clothesline Wyatt, only to have the top
rope elbow knocked out of the air. Sister Abigail is broken countered
into a rollup for two and there go Kane and Harper to the back. A double
clothesline puts both guys down so Ellsworth tags himself in. No Chin
Music is loaded up (JBL: “Shawn Michaels is rolling over in his grave and
he’s not even dead!”) but Bray easily reverses into Sister Abigail for
the pin at 12:55.

Rating: C-. The ending helped this a lot as there was no reason for it to
be anything other than Ellsworth getting run over. It’s similar to the
old Dungeon of Doom matches where the opponents had to keep the Giant out
of the ring because he was going to destroy anyone who got in the ring
with him. This was all that made sense and that’s fine for what they had
here.

The Wyatts swarm Ellsworth but Shane runs out for the save. Before



anything else can happen, Daniel comes out and says he can name anyone he
wants to the Survivor Series team. Therefore, he picks...Shane. Well of
course he does because Heaven forbid a McMahon isn’t involved so we can
have it be about the wrestlers. This is nothing more than a way to have
Shane vs. Stephanie, which is what this whole mess is all about in the
first place. This actually ticks me off and that doesn’t happen often on
Smackdown.

Overall Rating: C+. This was fine, albeit a little forgettable. The
bigger matches worked fine but I can’t get over Shane getting the final
spot on the team. Unless that gets changed, that’s one heck of a stupid
way to go for the sake of a surprise or whatever they’'re going for. I'm
sick of the McMahons and all of the forced drama, but they’re the stars
of the show and that’s all that matters.

Results

Breezango b. Vaudevillains — Falcon’s arrow to English

Naomi b. Natalya — Small package

Becky Lynch b. Alexa Bliss — Disarm-Her

Curt Hawkins b. Apollo Crews — Oklahoma roll

Wyatt Family b. James Ellsworth/Kane/Dean Ambrose — Sister Abigail to

Ellsworth

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Smackdown — November 1, 2016:
It'’s Not Like They Had
Another Choice

Smackdown

Date: November 1, 2016

Location: Prudential Center, Newark, New Jersey

Commentators: Mauro Ranallo, John Bradshaw Layfield, David Otunga

Survivor Series is coming up soon and Raw has announced a lot of the
participants on its teams for the promotion vs. promotion matches. As
luck would have it, tonight we’ll be getting most of the announcements
for the Smackdown counterparts with the help of General Manager Daniel
Bryan. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Here’'s James Ellsworth to tell us goodbye. He hasn’t been able to eat and
sleep since he cost Dean Ambrose that match last week. Dean comes out and
calls Ellsworth his pal, whose head he’s been thinking about ripping off.
James begs for a chance to apologize and mentions beating AJ twice but

Dean just tells him to stay out of his way from now on.

Cue AJ to say he was going to take it easy on Ellsworth but Dean kept
convincing him to do more. Dean says Ellsworth doesn’t take the cheap way
out like AJ, which means Ellsworth has to break up a fight. AJ shoves
Ellsworth into Dean and kicks Ambrose in the head. The Phenomenal Forearm

leaves Dean laying.
We look back at Randy Orton seemingly joining the Wyatt Family last week.

Ellsworth is near tears trying to apologize to Dean. Bryan says Dean gets
AJ again tonight and if he wins, he’s the new #1 contender but it’'s his
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last chance no matter what. On top of that, Ellsworth is banned from

ringside.

Randy Orton vs. Kane

No DQ. Orton is in his regular gear but doesn’t do his pose. Randy takes
it start to the floor and has a chair less than fifteen seconds in. Kane
takes it away and hits Orton in the ribs and back. It’'s almost time for a
chokeslam but here are the Wyatts for a distraction. The RKO doesn’t work
and Kane boots Orton down. Bray and Luke pull Kane to the floor but he
knocks the slightly smaller monsters away. Now the RKO connects and puts
Kane away at 2:08.

Post match Harper gives Kane the discus lariat and Orton shoves Kane into
Sister Abigail. Now Orton does the signature pose.

Baron Corbin vignette.

Becky Lynch/Nikki Bella vs. Alexa Bliss/Carmella

Nikki seems to have dyed her hair black. Carmella hides from Nikki to
start so it’'s off to Alexa, who is quickly shoved down. Stereo baseball
slides have the good ones in control as we take a break. Back with Bliss
getting caught in a reverse DDT but Carmella distracts the referee. A
quick rake of the eyes and a DDT gives Bliss the pin on Lynch at 5:54.

Post match Carmella and Alexa brag about how awesome they’re going to be
in the Survivor Series match. Oh and Alexa is going to win the title next
week in Glasgow. Bliss has those evil eyes that get you to notice her and
it makes her seem so much better as a villain.

Bryan and Shame put Naomi on the Survivor Series team, which is
officially comprised of her and the four in the tag match. Naomi leaves
and Natalya comes in to say she would be a perfect leader so Bryan makes
her the coach.

Survivor Series Qualifying Match: Spirit Squad vs. American Alpha

Gable gets slammed down to start and Mikey gets two off a moonsault. We
hit a chinlock before a double headbutt puts both guys down. Kenny misses



the guillotine legdrop and it'’s off to Jordan to clean house until he
misses the shoulder in the corner. The blind tag brings Gable back in
though and it’s Grand Amplitude for the pin on Mikey at 2:03.

Video on Goldberg’s appearance last night (with the slip edited out of

course).

It’s time for MizTV with special guest Daniel Bryan. Daniel gets straight
to the point and announces the Survivor Series team: Randy Orton, Bray
Wyatt, Baron Corbin, Dean Ambrose and AJ Styles. Miz isn’'t pleased and
asks if he was even considered. Bryan says no, but eventually changes
gears and says Miz was considered until Daniel realized Miz didn’t want
to fight.

If he did, he would have taken up Dolph Ziggler’s challenge for an
Intercontinental Title shot. Miz rants against Bryan for not wanting to
fight. That’s enough for Daniel who turns the set over and says Miz
should stick to talking while Ziggler has an open challenge for the title

right now.

Intercontinental Title: Dolph Ziggler vs. ?7?7?

It’s Curt Hawkins answering the challenge and he gets the city wrong on
the way to the ring. Bell, superkick, Ziggler retains in seven seconds.

Ziggler issues an open challenge for any wrestler on Raw to come get a
title shot, presumably for Survivor Series. Miz freaks out.

The new interviewer asks Ambrose if he’'s confident now that James Ellis
is banned from ringside. Dean corrects her but has to talk to Ellsworth.
James begs to be at ringside but Dean says no way because he’s done
enough already.

Bray says someone like Orton is welcome in the Wyatt Family. Harper
doesn’t look pleased as Orton says he’s done trying to fight the devil

whispering in his ear. Orton’'s eyes light up in a bad looking effect.

Survivor Series Qualifying Match: Usos vs. Headbangers

Jimmy punches Thrasher in the face before the bell and of course the



referee is fine with this. A Samoan drop gets two early on and we hit the
choke. It’s off to Mosh vs. Jey with a Downward Spiral planting Jey for
two. Not that it matters as Jimmy rolls Mosh up and grabs the skirt for
the pin at 1:25.

AJ isn’t worried.
Dean has Ellsworth leave the arena.

AJ Styles vs. Dean Ambrose

Non-title. If Dean wins, he’s #1 contender for a match at some point in
the future. Dean knocks him outside at the bell and sends AJ face first
into the announcers’ table. Back in and a small package gets two on AJ

and it’s off to a Texas Cloverleaf. A butterfly superplex gets two on AJ

but he grabs the Calf Crusher to change momentum in a hurry.

That goes nowhere either so Dean takes him outside again for a crotching
on the barricade. Back in and Dean misses a Blockbuster of all things,
resulting in a bad knee. We come back from a break with Dean breaking up
a springboard to knock AJ outside. The top rope elbow to the floor has
Styles in more trouble but he suplexes Dean into the corner to get a
breather. Both guys are down so here’s Ellsworth at ringside.

The distraction lets AJ get in a Pele for two as Otunga wants James to
take his chin and go home. Cue security to go chase Ellsworth through the
crowd as the inverted DDT is countered into Dirty Deeds which is
countered into the Calf Crusher. The rope is grabbed but here’s Ellsworth
AGAIN so AJ finally runs him over. The Phenomenal Forearm is countered
into Dirty Deeds and Dean gets the pin and the title shot at 13:57.

Rating: B. Ellsworth aside, this was a fun match which set up the right
ending while also giving us some amusing JBL ranting about Ellsworth
being annoying. It wasn’t the cleanest finish in the world either and
none of this matters if AJ retains the title. Dean getting the belt back
wouldn’t be the worst thing in the world either and we probably get a big
TV main event out of it sometime soon. Good match too.

Ellsworth is dragged away with a very satisfied look on his face. Dean



hugs him before leaving.

Overall Rating: B-. This is a harder one to grade as there’s only the
main event to talk about. That being said, they covered a lot of stuff
and added a lot of names to Survivor Series, which is something they have
to do with only a few weeks to go. I'm more interested in where things
are going now and we have a new title match coming up in the near future.

Good show here as they continue to get things done when they need to.
Results

Randy Orton b. Kane — RKO

Alexa Bliss/Carmella b. Becky Lynch/Nikki Bella — DDT to Lynch

American Alpha b. Spirit Squad — Grand Amplitude to Mikey

Dolph Ziggler b. Curt Hawkins — Superkick

Usos b. Headbangers — Rollup with a handful of trunks

Dean Ambrose b. AJ Styles — Dirty Deeds

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new

book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Smackdown — October 11, 2016:
How To Lose A Seven Foot
Superstar

Smackdown

Date: October 11, 2016

Location: SAP Center, San Jose, California

Commentators: Mauro Ranallo, John Bradshaw Layfield, David Otunga

It’s the show after No Mercy and that means it’s time to start getting
ready for Survivor Series. There isn’t another Smackdown only pay per
view until later in the year so we’ll get to see some stuff with both
brands interacting. Other than that we’ll need a new #1 contender for AJ
Styles. Let’'s get to it.

We open with a pay per view recap, focusing as the Smackdown World and
Intercontinental Title matches.

Here’'s Dolph Ziggler to get things going. The fans tell Ziggler that he
did it and Ziggler says WE DID IT. Ziggler didn’t know how things were
going to go until Sunday and check your cable guide if you don’t believe
him. (My cable guide for this show says “and a look at Dolph Ziggler’s
exit from WWE.” Well done if that was a fake out.) He didn’t know if
Sunday was going to be his last time but he pulled it off one more time.

Cue Miz and Maryse with Miz going on a rant about how this is just the
second act of the story. This is the Empire Strikes Back before he beats
Ziggler once and for all. Miz gets in a great line about how people like
him get the girl and the gold and he’s already got the girl. Ziggler
shows us a clip of Miz crying on Sunday but Miz says he isn’t done with
Ziggler...and neither are there. Cue the Spirit Squad and it’s time for a
handicap match.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Spirit Squad

Non-title with Ziggler clearing the ring in about thirty seconds before
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we go to a quick break. For a bonus, we can actually see what'’s going on
during the breaks via a split screen. Back with the Squad in control and
Kenny putting on a chinlock. Mikey gets caught in a sleeper before a
double DDT plants both cheerleaders. A superkick knocks Kenny silly
(Mauro: “OH MY GOD! HE KILLED KENNY!"”) for the pin at 6:43.

Rating: D. So Ziggler has the big moment on Sunday and tonight he’s
fighting two over the hill male cheerleaders. Ziggler seemingly can’t
help but get away from the low level comedy which so often drags his
character down. It’s bad enough that his name is Dolph Ziggler but he has
to fight goons like these two? Hopefully this is a one off moment because
it's already taken away a bit of the momentum.

Post match Miz goes after Ziggler but Heath Slater and Rhyno of all
people make the save.

We see a WW2K17 version of Miz vs. Ziggler from Sunday. Ignore Ziggler's
tights being the wrong colors.

Shane McMahon and Daniel Bryan have a special announcement for Survivor
Series: a five on five Raw vs. Smackdown Survivor Series match, a five on
five Raw vs. Smackdown tag team Survivor Series match and a five on five
Raw vs. Smackdown women’s Survivor Series match. I'd much rather them

beef up a big pay per view than make it into its own show again.

Naomi vs. Carmella

Carmella jumps her before the bell and we take a break. We come back
joined in progress with Carmella holding Naomi in a chinlock and talking
trash as Alexa Bliss is shown watching backstage. Naomi’'s dancing kicks
have Carmella reeling but she pulls Naomi off the middle rope to take
over. Cue Nikki Bella (who Carmella attacked earlier today) for a
distraction though and Naomi rolls Carmella up for the pin at 2:57 shown.
That’s becoming way too common of a finish again.

Alexa says she can beat Naomi any day of the week and twice on Sunday.
Bryan comes in and says she can prove that next Tuesday.

Jimmy Uso vs. Chad Gable



Gable takes him to the mat and works on an armbar but gets superkicked in
the ribs. The Samoan drop keeps Jimmy in his comfort zone and we hit a
chinlock. Gable pops right back up and hits a spinning top rope
clothesline to show off a bit. A cross armbreaker over the ropes has
Jimmy in trouble but Jimmy grabs a rollup with Jey holding him in place
for the pin at 2:50.

The Hype Bros talk about picking up women and Ghostbusters when the
Ascension interrupt. Evil staring ensues and a tag match is probably set
up for later.

Here’s AJ Styles to brag about his win on Sunday. He beat Dean Ambrose
and John Cena in a single match and that’'s simply phenomenal. The fans
are a bunch of losers for wanting to cheer Cena when he'’s off trying to
be Kelly Ripa’s co-host or for cheering someone as weird as Ambrose. Most
champions would take a year off after a win like he had at No Mercy but
AJ isn’t even taking a night off. Instead he’s giving someone a chance
tonight so bring out his opponent. Cue Ambrose but that’s not who AJ

meant. Ambrose accuses Dean of ducking him but AJ has a newcomer in mind.

AJ Styles vs. James Ellsworth

It’s chin guy! Non-title of course. Dean kind of wants to see this
because Ellsworth 3:16 says if you’ve got two hands, you'’ve got a
fighting chance. AJ wants Dean gone but here’s Bryan to say hang on a
second. The match will take place and Ambrose will be the guest referee.
Dean steals the referee’s shirt and makes AJ hold everything in his
pockets, including a flask and Tic-Tacs.

The bell rings and we get a weapons check before going to a break. Back
with barely any contact having taken place, which makes me wonder why
bothered ringing the bell before the break. Dean won’t let him use a
closed fish but AJ argues that everyone uses it in WWE. James throws a
right hand and AJ is so incensed that he chases James around the ring.

Back in and Dean trips AJ so Ellsworth can get a rollup for two.

The Calf Crusher makes Ellsworth tap but Dean stops to take a phone call.
JBL: “HE CAN'T HEAR THAT BEHIND HIM???"” JBL annoys me as much as anyone
but he’s hilarious when he snaps like that. Ellsworth is thrown outside



but Dean throws him back in, only to stop to flirt with a good looking

woman. Back in and the Styles Clash gives AJ two as Dean stops to stare
at him before three. Dirty Deeds lays AJ out and Ellsworth gets a very

close two. Dean heads outside to steal a soda before giving AJ another

Dirty Deeds. A fast count gives Ellsworth the pin at 10:34.

Rating: B. This was a lot of fun and I had a blast with it. They were
trying for goofy here and went with something over the top instead of the
same tropes they always use in these things. It’s also nice to see a heel
get this treatment instead of a face for once. That being said, they
might have been better served to do this on a different night than right
after AJ wins such a huge match.

Randy Orton asks Kane if he wants to go on the ride through his
nightmares. Kane agrees, but says Orton has issues.

Royal Rumble By the Numbers video.

AJ yells at the bosses so he’ll take issues into his own hands. Daniel
says he has an idea for Ellsworth for next week.

Wyatt Family vs. Kane/Randy Orton

Before the match, the Wyatts say the world being crazy has brought them
back together. Tonight Randy and his monster can join them in the abyss.
Bray hammers on Kane to start so Kane throws him into the corner for
right hands of his own. A big boot looks to set up the chokeslam but Bray
bails to the floor and we take a break.

Back with Orton superplexing Harper and making the tag to Kane. That goes
bad for the masked one though as he gets double teamed in the corner with
the Wyatts starting in on his ankle. Kane easily fights them off and
brings Orton back in to clean house. The elevated DDT plants Wyatt but
Orton gets distracted by the big guys fighting outside.

The referee yells at Kane, allowing Harper to superkick Orton down. Wyatt
misses the backsplash though..and there go the lights again. They come
back on to have Harper in Kane’s place on the apron, allowing Wyatt to
hit Sister Abigail for the pin on Orton at 10:49. Kane is nowhere to be



seen. JBL: “You don’t just lose a 7ft tall superstar!”

Rating: C+. The ending was fine for Wyatt Family standards and I'm glad
Bray pinned Orton again. If nothing else it means that we’re not likely
to be seeing Orton getting the World Title shot for the time being so at
least it’s not time to get annoyed. It’s not the best ending in the world
but it came after two hours instead of three so I can live with it a bit
better.

Overall Rating: C. Totally watchable show with a good set of matches
announced for Survivor Series and a really fun AJ match. The wrestling
wasn’t the point here as they were much more about bringing things down
from No Mercy and making it clear that we’re coming up on a bunch of
rematches. I actually liked No Mercy so that’s not the worst thing in the
world.

Also, I really can’t emphasize enough how much the missing hour helps
this show. You can have stuff like a vanishing Kane, Ziggler fighting
cheerleaders and a screwy referee but no matter what happens there’s
never more than two hours left, as is so often the case on Raw. It’'s an
easy show to sit through and they do entertaining stuff to boot. Good

stuff here, as usual.

Results

Dolph Ziggler b. Spirit Squad — Superkick to Kenny

Naomi b. Carmella — Rollup

Jimmy Uso b. Chad Gable — Rollup with assistance from Jey Uso

James Ellsworth b. AJ Styles — Pin after Dirty Deeds from Dean Ambrose
Wyatt Family b. Randy Orton/Kane — Sister Abigail to Orton

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav




And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Summerslam Count-Up - 2015
(2016 Redo): The Forgettable
Phase

Summerslam 2015

Date: August 23, 2015

Location: Barclays Center, New York City, New York

Attendance: 15,702

Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Jerry Lawler

This show was only a year ago and I barely remember anything about it
save for the two main events. It really is amazing that these shows have
just stopped standing out aside from Wrestlemania. Unfortunately we'’re at
the point where Summerslam is now a regular four hour show because three
hours of pay per view plus five hours of TV a week and a two hour NXT

show the night before this just isn’t enough. Let’s get to it.

Thankfully there was no pre-show match so we can get straight to the
regular show. When you have three hours and forty four minutes on pay per

view, you really don’t need an eight minute warmup match.

Here’'s host Jon Stewart to open things up. Stewart hypes up the crowd and
says it’s nice to be back in reality after spending sixteen years talking
about politics. The WWE superstars respects their audience and they’re
all ready to thrill this crowd. Jon lists off some names appearing on the
show and of course Reigns and Cena are loudly booed. He’s not over the
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Streak being broken yet and is here to talk to Brock face to face about
defeating the Undertaker.

Stewart isn’t crazy though and has brought some backup in the form of
Mick Foley. Mick comes out and reminds Stewart that he only has one ear
and thought Jon said he wanted to talk to ROCK. Stewart: “Are you telling
me that the great Mick Foley is afraid of Brock Lesnar?” Foley: “Jon

that’s exactly what I'm telling you!”

Stewart brings up the Cell match against Undertaker and calls it
inspirational. Foley agrees that it was inspirational but also reminds
Jon that IT WAS SEVENTEEN YEARS AGO. Mick has never been to Suplex City
and he’s not starting tonight so he’s out of here. Stewart says on with
the show to end this moderately funny bit. Above all else though, Stewart
is clearly a huge fan and that helps so much in something like this. It
felt like he’s here because it'’'s something he’'s always wanted to do
instead of just something he’s doing to promote a movie or whatever.

Opening video focuses on New York City (of course) and then goes into the
main events.

I forgot how annoying that “We Cool For The Summer” song can be.

Randy Orton vs. Sheamus

This is fallout from Sheamus attacking Orton when Orton had the WWE World
Title won, leading to a failed Money in the Bank cash-in attempt by the
pale one. Cole: “Speaking of Money in the Bank, Randy Orton has had a
great career right here at Summerslam.” Eventually he gets around to
tying that together by saying Orton cashed in his briefcase two years ago
but that’s not the best statement to start out with.

The fans tell Sheamus that he looks stupid and he has to bail from a very
early RKO attempt. Actually Sheamus grabs the mic and gets on the
announcers’ table to say the fans look stupid, not him. Orton is willing
to fight on the floor but Sheamus takes him down with a clothesline.
Sheamus actually hits a top rope knee drop for a rare sight. The slow
beating continues with Sheamus stopping to adjust the mohawk.



A chinlock doesn’t last long so Sheamus takes him right back down and
puts on another chinlock. Randy finally comes back with a clothesline and
the backbreaker, followed by a suplex over the top and out to the floor.
Back in and Sheamus gets two off a powerslam to set up a modified
Cloverleaf. That's escaped as well (because other than Chris Jericho,
heels can’t win with submissions) and Orton hits the elevated DDT.

Sheamus gets the ten forearms to the chest but slingshots right into the
RKO. Orton has to throw him back inside though and that means it’s time
for the Punt. Yeah don’t even bother at this point as I don’t think
anyone buys it as a real threat. Instead White Noise gets two, followed
by back to back Brogue Kicks for the pin on Orton at 12:24.

Rating: C+. This was a longer version of a Raw match with a surprisingly
clean ending. You kind of expect Sheamus to lose here but Orton losing
instead was a nice change of pace. The problem is these two really don’t
have a ton of chemistry and they were just kind of trading moves until
the finish.

Some fans won a contest from Draftkings.

Tag Team Titles: New Day vs. Lucha Dragons vs. Los Matadores vs. Prime

Time Players

One fall to a finish. For reasons I don’t want to know, the Prime Time
Players are defending. New Day, still heels, offer to explain hip hop to
the Brooklyn fans. We immediately get the New Age Outlaws strategy with
Big E. trying to pin Kofi but only getting two. Instead it'’s Kofi
headlocking Cara down before Sin monkey flips his partner onto Kofi for

two.

That means it’s time for Big E. who takes a Tajiri handspring into an
enziguri. Young comes in to face Cara and things get WAY faster with
neither guy being able to get anywhere before it’s a stalemate. Darren
reaches over to get Kofi and gets a splash on the back from Big E. Los
Matadores steal the advantage and hit a slingshot hilo for two on Darren.
The yet to be named Unicorn Stampede gives New Day control again as Woods
lists off their favorite breakfast foods. You can see the cereal schtick

coming from here.



Kofi chinlocks Young for a bit before Big E. grabs a dancing abdominal
stretch. Big E. hits a clothesline and Woods loses his mind shouting
about tricep meat. Woods: “YOU CAN'T EVEN GET A HAMBURGER IN WWE BECAUSE
BIG E. HAS THE MARKET CORNERED ON TRICEP MEAT!!!” Darren finally knocks
Kofi away and makes the hot tag off to Titus for the house cleaning.

Everything breaks down and the masked men start with all their dives. El
Torito’s double springboard dive is caught in midair by Woods (Torito
really is small) so Young belly to back suplexes Xavier on the apron,
only to have Big E. hit his spear through the ropes. He’s going to kill
himself with that one day. Back in and Titus powerbombs the Dragons in
the Tower of Doom, followed by the Clash of the Titus to Fernando. That
brings Kofi back in to kick Titus in the face though and Big E. steals
the pin on Fernando to get the titles back at 11:20.

Rating: B-. This started slowly with the normal problem of too many
bodies at once but as usual it went away once they started tagging. The
problem continues to be how weak the division is though as you have three
middling teams and then the awesome New Day who was just begging to turn
face at this point. It was clearly their time and there was no other
option than to put the titles back on them here. Somehow they still hold
the belts heading into the following Summerslam which just doesn’t happen
these days.

New Day goes INSANE celebrating with Big E.’s hips defying gravity and
Kofi bouncing around the match on his back.

Jon Stewart brags to Neville and Stephen Amell (celebrity here for a
match) about being friends with Undertaker. The lights go out and
Undertaker (or someone who looks a lot like him) walks past. The bragging
quickly ends.

We recap Rusev vs. Dolph Ziggler. Rusev threw Lana out so she hooked up
with Ziggler while Rusev hooked up with Summer Rae. This led to several
blonde catfights but tonight it’'s the guys fighting alone.

Rusev vs. Dolph Ziggler

Ziggler goes right after him to start but misses a charge to go face



first into the buckle. The Russian/Bulgarian (whatever he is this week)
stomps away and we hit an early bearhug. The fans cheer for Lana as
Ziggler is planted with a spinout Rock Bottom. Rusev’s gorilla press (in
case you thought Dolph was doing it) is countered into a DDT and it’s

time for the running clotheslines required for all face comebacks.

For some reason Rusev goes up top with Ziggler faceplanting him down for
two more. A sunset flip gives Dolph two and he grabs the sleeper but
Rusev uses the powers of THIS ISN’'T 1982 to escape. Dolph joins the
twentieth century with a Fameasser for a near fall but walks into the
jumping superkick to the arm. The Accolade goes on but Lana slaps Summer
to distract Rusev into breaking the hold. The guys join them on the floor
as Lana gets the loudest chant of the night. Rusev gets superkicked onto
the announcers’ table and it’s a double countout at 11:49.

Rating: C. This was an extended Raw match with a non-finish. Lana
definitely came off as the biggest star here, which is why they dropped
her face push because of a wrist injury and TMZ reporting that she and
Rusev were engaged. Naturally WWE had ABSOLUTELY NO CHOICE but to
acknowledge this on Raw and punish her as a result. I'm in the small
group that likes this story though some of that is due to Lana in her
outfits.

Another catfight ensues.

We recap Stephen Amell/Neville vs. Stardust/King Barrett. Neville and
Stardust had been doing a comic book inspired feud between a hero and a
villain. One night Stardust shoved Amell (the star of the Green Arrow TV
show) and a tag match was made with Barrett joining in due to having
nothing else to do.

Stephen Amell/Neville vs. Stardust/King Barrett

Stephen comes out in his Arrow hood but wrestles in regular black shorts.
Barrett gets hit in the face to start so Stardust comes in to face
Neville instead. Stardust wants Amell though and Stephen gets a pretty
good pop as he flips over the top to come in. A shove sends Stephen down
so he nips up and knocks Stardust up against the ropes for a surprise.

It’s off to Barrett who easily takes over on Amell. As odd as it is to



see the celebrity getting beaten up, Neville has to be the one coming in
to clean house when we get to the hot tag.

Amell finally gets in an enziguri and dives over for the tag to Neville.
The rapid fire kicks set up the middle rope Phoenix Splash on Barrett but
Stardust makes the save. The villains are sent to the floor and Stephen
dives off the top onto both of them for the big spot of the match. Back
in and the Red Arrow finishes Barrett at 7:34.

Rating: C+. Of course that’s on a sliding scale as Amell has no idea what
he’s doing here and was just doing whatever he could. It’s not exactly a
huge star out there but it fit the story well enough. Unfortunately
Barrett takes the fall here, despite Stardust being the main bad guy in
the whole thing.

Look at WWE taking over Brooklyn.

Intercontinental Title: Ryback vs. The Miz vs. Big Show

Ryback is defending and the other two have both taken shots at the title.
Miz takes sanctuary on the floor but comes back in to try a double suplex
on Big Show. Yeah I think you know what'’s coming there, especially when
you notice that Show would have broken his back on the turnbuckle if they
had suplexed him from there.

They really need to find a way to stop telegraphing that kind of thing.
Show actually hits a middle rope swanton (well forward roll) onto Ryback
before chopping Miz in the corner. Ryback takes out Show’s knee and
plants Miz with a powerslam for two. That’s enough being on defense for
Show as he chokeslams Ryback onto Miz but the KO Punch is countered with
a spinebuster. It was a bit sloppy but what can you expect when it’s to
someone Big Show'’s size?

The Shell Shock plants Show but Miz runs in with the Skull Crushing
Finale for two on the champ. Miz covers both of them twice each but it
only serves to tick Ryback out. Shell Shock is broken up with the KO and
Miz makes ANOTHER save. Another KO drops Miz but Ryback clotheslines Show
to the floor and steals the pin on Miz to retain at 5:34. Cole: “CLASSIC
TRIPLE THREAT MATCH!"” Oh shut up.



Rating: C+. This was just a Raw match but they kept things moving well
enough that I was entertained throughout. It wasn’t anything we haven’t
seen before but I liked Ryback copying Miz’'s strategy to keep the title.
Ryback was getting somewhere with the title and could have been something
special if they hadn’t dropped him yet again. It’s no wonder he left less
than a year later.

Jon Stewart goes to see Brock but gets cut off by Heyman. Stewart says
wrestling fans were disappointed in the Streak ending and no one
remembers the person who broke perfection. Heyman is probably happy to
see the fans all crushed and destroyed like that because he likes giving
coal to kids on Christmas morning. Paul sings about the glory of Lesnar
in response. I'm with Heyman here. The Streak was amazing and will never
be duplicated but it’'s ridiculous to say it can never be broken no matter
what because fans would be sad. Sometimes evil wins and there’s nothing

that can be done about it.

Wyatt Family vs. Roman Reigns/Dean Ambrose

Harper and Wyatt here. Bray targeted Reigns earlier in the summer and
Roman was tired of getting beaten up so he got some help. It’s almost
weird to see Reigns coming through the crowd instead of the entrance.
Cole flat out says the feud isn’t ending tonight because it’s going to go
on and on. Ambrose bulldogs Harper to start so Bray comes in, only to get
punched in the mouth.

A suicide dive takes Bray down again and it’'s already a wild brawl.
Reigns dives over Ambrose to clothesline Harper in a cool spot before
Ambrose runs all three tables to take out Bray as well. Things settle
down with the Shield guys taking turns on Harper. Dean’s top rope elbow
gets two but a Bray distraction lets Harper get a shot in. Roman goes
after him but Harper suicide dives onto Roman, only to have Dean take

them both out with another dive.

Harper kicks Dean in the face and Bray drops the backsplash to really
take over for the first time. Bray gets creative with a suplex through
the ropes to the floor. Back to Harper for something like a Crossface as
Reigns is STILL down on the floor a good three and a half minutes after



that beatdown. The referee stops to look at something in the corner as a
ROMAN'S SLEEPING chant starts up.

Dean finally hits the rebound lariat as Reigns gets back on the apron for
the hot tag. Him being down on the floor that long really didn’t mean
anything but it’'s not something that looks good, especially given some of
the stuff Reigns has been laughed at before. A superkick and Batista Bomb
plant Reigns but Bray spends too much time going up and gets Superman
Punched. Dean plays Hawk in a Doomsday Device and the DoubleBomb plants
Harper. Dirty Deeds and a spear put Bray down at 10:56.

Rating: B. That should wake the crowd up a bit. Other than Reigns’ latest
nap, this was a good old fashioned fight with both teams looking awesome
throughout. That being said, I'm so glad the feud is going to keep going
after Reigns just pinned Bray. It should be the blowoff but why blow it
off when you can just keep going with even more matches?

We recap John Cena vs. Seth Rollins in a title for title match with Cena
narrating a video about how tough New Yorkers are. The video is a cool
look at all the venues in and around New York City as it’'s almost always
about Madison Square Garden. A few weeks ago Rollins broke Cena’s nose in
a NASTY looking injury so Cena is after revenge and to end Rollins’ joke
(Cena’'s description) of a title reign. He'’'s right to be fair as Rollins
basically bowed down to HHH as often as he could and was getting squashed
by Brock the previous month to make him look like a loser.

WWE World Title/US Title: Seth Rollins vs. John Cena

Winner take all. The JOHN CENA SUCKS song is out in full swing here as
the people just do not like Cena. Rollins comes out in white, albeit with
lines painted on that makes it look like a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle
shell. The fans are all over Cena again and it’s Rollins hitting a
dropkick to take over and giving Cena You Can’t See Me. Oh yeah he'’s the
face in this match and everyone knows it. Cena grabs a belly to belly and

we hit the chinlock less than two minutes 1in.

Rollins comes right back by sending Cena to the floor for back to back
suicide dives and a big flip dive over the top. Back in and Cena’s

finishing sequence is broken up with a headlock takeover but the second



ProtoBomb works a bit better. Rollins is still able to break up the
Shuffle but Cena comes back with a HORRIBLE springboard Stunner,
basically making it look like he was reaching for Seth’'s wrist instead of
the neck. I think he retired it after this show and you can’t blame him
after how bad that looked. Rollins comes back with double knees to the
chest and a standing shooting star for two.

Cena is sat on top and then tied into the Tree of Woe for Alberto Del
Rio’s top rope double stomp (which Seth makes look much better) for
another near fall. Back up and the first AA connects for two and we’re
not even nine minutes into the match. You think they might be trying a
bit too hard?

They do the big slugout until Cena catapults him into the corner to set
up a faceplant for another near fall. They’re certainly doing some
different stuff tonight and it helps a lot. What doesn’t help is the
announcers acting like this is the main event of Wrestlemania and that
it's been going on for half an hour instead of ten minutes. That's not

even a Raw main event yet.

Seth is right back in it by breaking up a super AA attempt and hitting a
great looking frog splash. Rollins rolls through a crossbody and hits his
own AA to an even bigger face pop. Back up and Rollins misses the Phoenix
Splash, only to flip out of the AA. The Pedigree doesn’t work either and
it’s Cena grabbing a Figure Four because RIC FLAIR.

Rollins reverses but Cena makes the ropes and goes up top with Rollins
running the ropes for a superplex into the falcon’'s arrow for a near
fall. That really should be the finish but of course it’s only good for
two. Another Phoenix Splash misses and Cena grabs another AA but the
referee gets bumped. With Cena demanding another ref, Rollins hits the
jumping knee to the face and here’s Jon Stewart with a chair. Both guys
get up and Stewart gives Cena a shot to the ribs, setting up a Pedigree
on the chair to give Rollins the US Title at 19:25.

Rating: B+. This was on the way to being a classic but the Stewart ending
was a bad choice when Rollins and Stewart had been feuding for months.
The explanation was that Jon didn’t want Cena to tie Flair’s record



because IT’'S RIC FLAIR! I'm fine with Cena not getting the title back as
him wanting the US Title back made it seem all the more important.
Unfortunately it also made the WWE World Title look horrible because
Rollins had to lose to drop that title. But hey, Jon Stewart right?

WWE Network ad.
Pre-show panel chat and they have to talk over a THANK YOU STEWART chant.

We recap the Divas Revolution which means STEPHANIE TIME! For anyone who
doesn’t get my obsessive hatred of almost all things Stephanie, this was
my breaking point. For weeks, Paige had dealt with the Bellas and their
numbers advantage with the idea being she would need help. Say, with the

arrival of some friends from NXT?

Well that’s what happened, but only because Stephanie came out and
announced they (as in Charlotte, Sasha Banks and Becky Lynch) were here.
For some reason Stephanie put them into three women teams and a feud was
started “for superiority”. Yeah superiority instead of the story they had
spent months building up. But whatever. Story telling isn’t what’s
important. It’s all about putting Stephanie, that pioneer of women’s
wrestling, in the story so she gets credit for the (very) cool moment.

Team B.A.D. vs. Team Bella vs. Team PCB

B.A.D. — Sasha Banks, Naomi, Tamina Snuka
Bella — Nikki Bella, Brie Bella, Alicia Fox
PCB — Paige, Charlotte, Becky Lynch

This is under elimination rules, meaning the a single fall eliminates an
entire team, making the match far less interesting from the start. Brie
and Becky start things off as we hear about the history of Summerslam
being in the New York area. Becky is sent into the ropes for a running
knee to the face (with Brie shouting TEAM BELLA instead of BRIE MODE,
which may or may not be worse) but Tamina tags herself in to superkick
Becky in the jaw.

Sasha comes in to a very nice reaction...and she’'s back out in less than



five seconds. It’s Naomi coming in despite almost no one caring about her
whatsoever. The fans want Sasha so she’s back in, gets rolled up for two,
and is back out in about thirty seconds. They head outside with Charlotte
saving Sasha with a spear to Tamina, only to have Naomi and Sasha hit

(well less so in Sasha's case) flip dives.

The Bellas hit suicide dives, which Cole incorrectly calls something new.
Paige and Alicia fight on the top until Paige knocks her off and dives
onto everyone at once. Back in and Brie hits a super facebuster on Tamina
for the elimination, taking a lot of the life away from the crowd who
wanted to see Sasha. That's being pretty greedy though as Sasha was in
the match for at least 50 seconds.

Nikki hits a quick Rack Attack on Becky for no cover as Paige and
Charlotte drag their partner back to the corner. A fall away slam sends
Nikki to the floor but she Paige takes too long following her out,
meaning it’s an Alabama Slam on the outside. Back in and a double
flapjack plants Paige, setting up a Brie chinlock. The YES Kicks are
countered into a rollup for two but Fox comes back in to work on a double
arm crank.

Now the fans will settle for Charlotte as Paige gets double suplexed for
two. A running knee to Fox finally allows the hot tag to Charlotte as the
crowd FINALLY wakes up a bit. Everything breaks down with Nikki having to
save Alicia from the Figure Eight. A double big boot drops Charlotte and
Fox so it's off to Becky vs. Brie but BRIE MODE misses, setting up a
pumphandle suplex to pin Brie at 15:17.

Rating: C. Well that happened. It didn’t revolutionize anything, it
didn’t change anything, it didn’t accomplish anything and it annoyed the
fans when Sasha was eliminated in about five minutes. But hey, Stephanie
got a focus in the pre-match video and Nikki gets a step closer to
vanquishing AJ from the pages of the WWE record books. That'’s all that
matters right?

Cesaro vs. Kevin Owens

This started over the two of them wanting to face Cena for the US Title.

Owens is coming in after a brutal ladder match last night at Takeover:



Brooklyn. They slug it out to start with Owens sending him to the floor
for a flip dive. Owens spends too much time jawing at Cole though and
it’s Cesaro running back inside for a corkscrew plancha of his own. The
Uppercut Train takes too long though and Cesaro is sent into the

barricade to set up a cannonball.

The backsplash gets two inside and we hit the chinlock on Cesaro. A
torture rack neckbreaker gives Owens two more and it’'s time for a second
chinlock. The powers of the OLE chants bring Cesaro back to life though
and he knocks Owens into the corner to set up that weird modified Angle
Slam for two. Cesaro’s gutwrench superplex gets two but Owens throws him
down a few seconds later, only to miss a double springboard moonsault.

A superkick gets Owens out of trouble but the springboard corkscrew
uppercut drops him again. The Swing sets up Cesaro’s Sharpshooter with
Owens only a few feet from the ropes for the quick break. Both guys go up
for something but Cesaro gets crotched and superplexed to set up the Pop
Up Powerbomb for the pin at 14:17.

Rating: B. You knew this was going to be good with these two on this
stage. They kind of had to give Owens the win here after he lost in his
NXT farewell last night but it’s still not good to have Cesaro lose here
either. That’s the problem with the way they book their midcarders:
they’re bounced around so much with wins and losses all over the place
that a loss on a big stage really cripples them all over again. At least
the match was good.

We recap Brock Lesnar vs. Undertaker. Of course Brock broke the Streak at
Wrestlemania XXX and Undertaker disappeared for a long time. Then
Undertaker returned at Battleground 2015 to cost Lesnar the WWE World
Title to set up this match. They actually billed this as being too big
for Wrestlemania which was a good line, though I'm not sure how many

people actually believed it.

Brock Lesnar vs. Undertaker

Lesnar is actually smart enough to attack at the bell and I can’t believe
no one else has ever thought of that before. Undertaker comes back with a

boot to the face and Brock is sent outside as it’'s time for the brawl to



begin. The bell rings and Brock double legs him down, only to have
Undertaker hit him in the face to take over. The dueling
UNDERTAKER/SUPLEX CITY chants start up and 0ld School is countered into
an F5 but Undertaker slips off the shoulders.

It’s Suplex City time though, or at least it would be until Undertaker
sends him face first into the middle turnbuckle. A big boot puts Brock on
the floor and draws some blood from his forehead. Back in and the
chokeslam is countered with another German suplex so Brock cracks a
smile. They head outside again and there’s an F5 to send Undertaker
through the table.

Somewhere in there Brock got busted open much worse and stands in the
ring with another smile on his face. Undertaker slowly crawls back in
with Brock telling Undertaker that he’s going to kill him. Undertaker:
“YOU’'RE GOING TO HAVE TO!” That earns Brock a chokeslam (and a great

selling job) and a Tombstone for a close two. Both guys are down until

Brock sits up and laughs.

Undertaker does the situp and mocks Lesnar’s laughing so, while still on
the mat, they just PUNCH EACH OTHER IN THE FACE OVER AND OVER. Brock gets
the better of it and takes him into the corner for the Kimura on the
second rope. Of course that’s not a DQ or even a count from the referee
because that’s not what the story calls for, meaning Undertaker has to
Last Ride him out for two.

The second F5 gets two and the second gets the same as I continue to hate
how much WWE lets people kick out of finishers. I know it’s a big match
but at what point does a finisher become just another move that someone
uses? Both guys are spent but Undertaker pulls him into the Hell'’'s Gate.
That's reversed into the Kimura and the bell rings for the big surprise
submission. Not so fast though as the referee waves it off, allowing
Undertaker to hit Lesnar low and put on the Hell’s Gate again. Lesnar
flips Undertaker off and passes out for the submission/knockout at 17:10.

Rating: B+. That ending (which we’ll come back to in a minute) brings
down an otherwise great old school power brawl. Undertaker teasing a heel
turn to get the big win is a big stretch as he reached bulletproof legend



status well over ten years ago. I get the story they’re going for and
it's not bad, but the low blow wasn’t really necessary here.

The important thing here though was Undertaker hurt Brock. You can have
Lesnar be the Beast and maul people but at some point someone has to be
able to hurt him or there’s no point in bringing him out. Look at what he
did to Ambrose at Wrestlemania XXXII or Rollins at Battleground 2015. It
stops being entertaining and starts being the Brock Lesnar Show, which
doesn’t do anyone any good but him. This was different though, and that’s
a good thing.

We get a replay oh yes Undertaker does tap out. So yeah, it’s a screwy
ending for the sake of setting up a rematch, just like in the other main
event. That's not a bright idea at any show, especially the second
biggest of the year. Heyman declares Brock the winner via submission to
end the show.

Overall Rating: B. This is a really strong show with nothing bad and a

bunch of good matches but the top two are ruined by the horrible booking
choices. Above all else though, this show was ruined by the length. This
show runs nearly three and three quarter hours with a lot of stuff that

could have been cut.

I mean, was anyone needing Rusev and Ziggler to go ten minutes or a
sixteen minute Divas three way? It’s a good example of a show that could
have been trimmed quite a bit for its own good, which unfortunately is a
recurring trend these days. This was a very good show otherwise but it’s
not exactly memorable and that hurts it a bit.

Ratings Comparison

Sheamus vs. Randy Orton

Original: C-

Redo: C+

Prime Time Players vs. New Day vs. Los Matadores vs. Lucha Dragons

Original: B-



Redo: B-

Rusev vs. Dolph Ziggler

Original: C

Redo: C

Stephen Amell/Neville vs. King Barrett/Stardust
Original: B+

Redo: C+

The Miz vs. Big Show vs. Ryback
Original: C-

Redo: C+

Roman Reigns/Dean Ambrose vs. Wyatt Family
Original: C+

Redo: B

John Cena vs. Seth Rollins

Original: B+

Redo: B+

Team Bella vs. Team PCB vs. Team B.A.D.
Original: C-

Redo: C

Kevin Owens vs. Cesaro

Original: B-

Redo: B



Undertaker vs. Brock Lesnar
Original: B+

Redo: B+

Overall Rating

Original: B-

Redo: B

That original overall rating is probably a bit high as I liked almost
everything more the second time around. Being able to watch this in

pieces instead of in a straight sitting helps it a lot.
Here’'s the original review if you’'re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/08/23/summerslam-2015-a-1long-long-very

-long-summer/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

New Column: Two For The Gold

WWE wants to add more Tag Team Titles when there’s barely
enough of a division for one set of belts.
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