Smackdown - March 10, 2023:
Family Reunion

Smackdown

Date: March 10, 2023

Location: PPG Paints Arena, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

We are just over three weeks away from Wrestlemania and the
biggest development coming into this show was Jey Uso
rejoining the Bloodline by taking out Sami Zayn. That seems to
be the step that we have been waiting for on the way to
whatever the Usos and Zayn are going to be doing at
Wrestlemania so we might see something big tonight. Let’s get
to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Jey rejoining his brother Jimmy on
Smackdown in a great turn. Cody Rhodes made the save to tie it
into the World Title situation.

The Usos arrive and are greeted by Paul Heyman. Jey asks where
Roman Reigns is but Heyman hugs him. Jey says let Reigns know
he’s here so Heyman goes to find him. When asked why he turned
on Sami Zayn, Jey says he’ll make it clear tonight. Jimmy says
Cody Rhodes needs to stay out of the Bloodline’s business.

Opening sequence.

Drew McIntyre vs. Sheamus vs. LA Knight vs. Xavier Woods vs.
Karrion Kross

The winner gets Gunther for the Intercontinental Title at
Wrestlemania and only Scarlett is here as a second. Sheamus
and McIntyre clear the ring to start and bicker at each other,
only to get jumped from behind. We take a break and come back


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/03/10/smackdown-march-10-2023/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/03/10/smackdown-march-10-2023/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/03/03/smackdown-march-3-2023-reigns-can-do-it-too/

with the brawl on the floor and Kross/Knight double teaming
McIntyre down. Sheamus is back up with a top rope clothesline.
Knight neckbreakers Sheamus down, with Kross letting go of his
half crab on McIntyre for the save.

Woods 1is back up and takes out Knight with a fireman’s carry
gutbuster. The Limit Breaker gets two with everyone else
breaking it up. Cue Imperium to watch as we take a break. Back
with McIntyre doing his situp in the corner to superplex Kross
and McIntyre down for the big crash. McIntyre gets to clean
house but Knight takes him down.

Sheamus 1is back up with the forearms to Kross and Knight but
McIntyre breaks up the Brogue Kick. McIntyre and Sheamus have
the staredown but Sheamus has to Brogue Kick Woods out of the
air. The Claymore hits Knight and Sheamus and McIntyre get a
double pin at 17:32.

Rating: B-. The match got some time and the ending probably
sets up a triple threat, which is more interesting than
Sheamus vs. Gunther again. I could go for McIntyre vs. Gunther
in a singles match, but this should make for a heck of a
fight. Gunther is on a record setting title reign and having
him face two former World Champions at Wrestlemania sounds
like a worthy challenge.

Paul Heyman, looking distracted, talks about how Roman Reigns
has been champion for almost 1000 days and the two of them
have managed to outsmart everyone. They have done it by
getting inside everyone’s heads but now there is Cody Rhodes
as a stylistic nightmare for them. Should they go after him
like gangsters like they have done before? The smart thing is
to go after him with the truth and weigh his mind down. He's
going to walk into Wrestlemania as a defeated man and that is
why Reigns will retain.

The first inductee into the WWE Hall of Fame (it took long
enough): Rey Mysterio. I didn’t have that one coming but yeah



that’s a headliner.

Here is Rey Mysterio to talk about his induction but Dominik
Mysterio and the Judgment Day interrupts. Dominik talks about
how much time Rey sacrificed with him for the sake of his
career. Cue Legado del Fantasma, with Santos Escobar saying
they have a match scheduled for later but let’s do it right
now.

Legado del Fantasma vs. Judgment Day

Joined in progress with Balor hitting a basement dropkick on
Del Toro. Priest comes in to stomp away in the corner,
followed by the jumping elbow to the face. Del Toro manages a
quick hurricanrana so Escobar can come in for some running
knees to Balor in the corner. Legado takes turns with some
running corner clotheslines but Priest runs Del Toro over. The
toss suplex sets up Dominik’s slingshot hilo and we take a
break with Legado in trouble.

Back with Escobar making a comeback and handing it off to Del
Toro for the springboard crossbody. A standing C4 gets two on
Dominik and a rope walk dropkick sends Priest outside.
Everything breaks down and the double dives take out Judgment
Day. Vega’'s hurricanrana off the steps is pulled out of the
air and Rhea Ripley throws her into Legado. Dominik takes out
Rey and Priest hits a basement superkick to give Dominik the
pin at 9:13.

Rating: C+. This got going and turned into a fast paced six
man tag, with judgment Day beating the team that has barely
been a team for the last month or so. Escobar has mainly been
a solo act but having his friends with him is not a bad thing.
Good, fun match here and I can always go for a nice six man.

Post match Dominik asks to talk to Rey man to man, even asking
Judgment Day to leave him alone. Dominik says the only Hall of
Fame Rey belong in is the one for deadbeat dads. He should
have been Eddie’s son and knocks Rey down, but Rey ducks a



charge to send Dominik outside. Dominik screams at Rey to
fight him but Rey still says no. Legado comes in to calm Rey
down. This match is actually going to feel big when we get
there.

Adam Pearce runs into Charlotte in the back and wants a match,
any match, tonight. He’ll see what he can do.

Ricochet/Braun Strowman vs. Viking Raiders

Ricochet takes Erik down to start but Ivar comes in to hit him
in the face. It’s off to Strowman, who LAUNCHES Ricochet over
the top onto both Vikings as we take a break. Back with
Ricochet getting his neck cranked and getting punched down for
daring a comeback. Ivar distracts Strowman so Erik can drive
him off the apron as the dominance is on.

Ricochet fights back and rolls Erik up for two, only to get
caught in a good looking sitout powerbomb for two more. A
springboard moonsault press drops Erik as Strowman is getting
back up to the apron to take the tag. Strowman gets to clean
house and Ricochet kicks Ivar down. Valhalla offers a
distraction though and the 450 misses. Ivar kicks Ricochet in
the face and hits a top rope splash for the pin at 10:55.

Rating: C. The ending had me a bit scared as I was wondering
if Valhalla was going to do some weird supernatural stuff but
thankfully they didn’t go that way. The Vikings are a team who
keeps getting started and stopped and right now seems to be
the former. Maybe they can put something together, as there 1is
value in having a pair of monsters like this in any tag
division.

Gunther asks Adam Pearce about the Intercontinental Title
match and is told there will be potential challengers. That'’s
not cool with Gunther, but Pearce makes Sheamus vs. Drew
McIntyre next week for the title shot at Wrestlemania.

Charlotte vs. Shotzi




Non-title and Charlotte runs her over to start. Shotzi grabs a
rollup for two but gets waistlocked down. Cue Rhea Ripley for
a distraction but Charlotte grabs a suplex anyway. We take a
break and come back with Charlotte booting her off the apron.
Charlotte gets driven into the apron but is fine enough to cut
off a dive attempt. A fall away slam sends Shotzi flying and
the spear sets up the Figure Eight to finish Shotzi at 8:22.

Rating: C-. This was little more than a workout for Charlotte,
who ran over Shotzi without much trouble, even with Ripley
there for the distraction. Charlotte needs a few wins of her
own to keep up with Ripley, who is on a roll at the moment.
This helped make Charlotte look like a killer, which she
hasn’t been in recent weeks.

Post match Ripley gets in the ring and says that she can see
why she chose to face Charlotte at Wrestlemania. She can see
all of those insecurities and now she 1s going to take
Charlotte’s title. Charlotte says that she has improved every
day and can outwork anyone, male or female. Ripley can rip
apart anyone, except for her.

Here are the Usos for their big speech. Jimmy talks about the
team being back together and Jey says let’s flip roles for a
bit. If your family is in trouble, you’re going to take their
side and help them out. If they need a ride to work or their
power is about to be shut off, you’re going to help them.

Jimmy is his twin and his blood and of course he helped his
brother out. The only person Jey blames is Sami Zayn because
the reality is, Sami is selfish. ALl Zayn had to do was fall
in line but he isn’t blood and never will be. The only problem
left is Cody Rhodes...and here he is to interrupt.

Cody says if you’re going to say his name, say it straight to
him. He doesn’t answer to Reigns but rather the people...and
here is Sami Zayn to jump the Usos. The big brawl is on and
they head into the crowd until it’s back to ringside. Sami and



Cody clear the ring to end the show. That was a hot segment
but I'm not sure I can imagine Cody/Sami vs. the Usos, as that
feels pay per view worthy rather than TV.

Overall Rating: B-. This was another show where they were
mainly building up things already set, or all but set, for
Wrestlemania. The Usos’ reunion didn’t mean much but at least
they were on the show and confirmed Jey’s status. Next week'’s
#1 contenders match should be good and we took a big step
towards the battle of the Mysterios. It was another show that
felt like it had a big to do list and checked off one item at
a time. Good show here, as Wrestlemania is getting a proper
build instead of the rush jobs that we have seemed to get in
recent years.

Results

Sheamus and Drew McIntyre b. Xavier Woods, Karrion Kross and
LA Knight — Double pin

Judgment Day b. Legado del Fantasma — Superkick to Del Toro
Viking Raiders b. Ricochet/Braun Strowman — Top rope splash to
Ricochet

Charlotte b. Shotzi — Figure Eight

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Smackdown — October 14, 2022:
Tell Me More

Smackdown

Date: October 14, 2022

Location: Smoothie King Center, New Orleans, Louisiana
Commentators: Wade Barrett, Michael Cole

We’'re on the road to Crown Jewel but this is going to be the
Bray Wyatt Show. After not appearing on Monday Night Raw Wyatt
is advertised for this week’s show, meaning we might get an
idea of what the new version will be like. Other than that, we
find out the new #1 contender to the Intercontinental Title so
let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

We open with Scarlett and Karrion Kross having been in a car
wreck outside the arena and barely able to walk. Drew McIntyre
runs up and jumps Kross, ramming him into the side of a truck
over and over, with the trunk being dented. The door 1is
slammed on Kross and referees break it up, with McIntyre
shouting that this is just the beginning. Major points for
starting with something different for a change.

Opening sequence.

Kofi Kingston vs. Sami Zayn

Before the match, New Day talks about the Usos challenging
their Tag Team Title reign. We cut to the back where Jey Uso
isn’t happy with Sami Zayn. The phone rings and it’s Roman
Reigns, who seems happy with Sami but not happy with Jey.
Rather than fighting though, Jey goes along with whatever
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Reigns (who we can’t hear) is saying. As for the match, Kofi
sends him outside to start and we take a break less than a
minute in.

Back with Sami hitting a suplex and adding a running Umaga
attack in the corner. Sami goes up top, only to be dropkicked
out of the air for a big crash. Kofi seems to try a
hurricanrana out of the corner but they mistime something,
with Sami managing to turn it into a rollup (that was a sweet
save and it could have been WAY worse). Sami knocks him off
the top and out tot he floor as we take a break.

Back with Sami being sent outside for a change so Kofi can hit
a dive. Jimmy Uso drops Woods with a heck of a superkick on
the floor, allowing Sami to hit the Blue Thunder Bomb for two.
Kofi flips out of a suplex and rolls him up, only to have Jey
make the reversal and Sami gets the pin at 14:50.

Rating: B. These two are both better known for their out of
the ring antics (or at least well known for them) and I think
people forget just how good they are once the bell rings. Kofi
vs. Sami is a match that could work well under almost any
circumstances because they’'re both so talented at what they
do. Jey biting the bullet and helping Sami win should calm
things down for the time being, but that explosion is coming
one day.

HHH is here when Rey Mysterio comes up to him. Rey talks about
how bad things are going with Dominik on Monday Night Raw. He
doesn’t see a way forward...so he quits. HHH says hang on a
second and asks to talk about this in his office.

NXT’'s Roxanne Perez is here with Shotzi to pick Cora Jade’s
opponent for next week’s NXT. She picks Raquel Rodriguez, but
Damage Ctrl comes in. Bayley says she should be the pick, but
instead, we’ll have a six woman tag tonight.

Braun Strowman vs. James Maverick/Brian Thomas




The destruction is on but Omos and MVP come through the crowd
for a distraction. Strowman doesn’t mind and it’'s the
powerslam into a powerbomb for the double stack pin at 1:57.

Post match MVP mocks the idea of Strowman being the monster
among monsters. Next to Omos, Strowman looks normal. Strowman
calls Omos to the ring but MVP seems to think we’ll do this
later.

Jey Uso wants Sami Zayn to thank him for that out there but
neither Sami nor Solo Sikoa saw it. Sami is happy that Solo is
following in his footsteps.

Mansoor vs. LA Knight

Mace and Maxxine Dupri are here too. Knight backdrops him to
start and hits a running clothesline to the floor. Mace offers
a distraction though, allowing Mansoor to get in a cheap shot.
A DDT drops Knight but he'’s right back with a jumping
neckbreaker. The slingshot shoulder drops Mansoor and BFT
(Blunt Force Trauma) gives Knight the pin at 2:52. Knight
looked just fine here as usual, making me wonder why they
bothered with the Dupri stuff in the first place. I mean ok so
the answer is “Vince” but it’s still an odd choice.

Post match Knight mocks the fans for cheering him and puts the
locker room on notice. It’s his game so everyone can line up
to get their ticket punched.

We look back at Bray Wyatt’s Extreme Rules return.

Damage Ctrl vs. Raquel Rodrigquez/Roxanne Perez/Shotzi

Perez and Kai start things off with Perez managing to hit a
headscissors. Sky comes in and takes Perez into the corner.
That'’s broken up and Perez sends her outside for a suicide
dive. Back in and it’s off to Shotzi to knock Sky to the
floor. Back in and Shotzi gets caught in the wrong corner,
only to come back out to send Kai face first into the apron.



The hot tag brings in Rodriguez to clean house, including
loading up a powerbomb to Kai on the floor. Sky breaks that up
with an Asai moonsault, leaving Shotzi to hit a big dive. Back
in and the Bayley to Belly gets two on Perez, leaving Bayley
stunned. Bayley goes up top but gets super hurricanranaed
right back down. The Rose Plant is countered into a rollup
which 1s countered into a crucifix to give Bayley the pin at
6:42.

Rating: C+. This was all about showcasing Perez and she nailed
her part out there. That sequence at the end with Bayley saw
her going move for move with an established veteran and I
think WWE knows they have something special with her. The
other four more or less vanished near the end and let Bayley
vs. Perez go, which wound up being great.

We look back at Ronda Rousey taking the Smackdown Women’s
Title from Liv Morgan.

The Viking Raiders are coming back.

Legado del Fantasma vs. Hit Row

Santos Escobar/Zelina Vega/B Fab are here too. Hit Row starts
the fight in the aisle until Top Dolla throws Cruz del Toro
inside for a dancing jumping elbow. Santos Escobar pulls
Ashonte Adonis off the apron for a crash into the steps
though, albeit by being smart enough to go down as well so the
referee doesn’'t know what happened. The distraction lets
Legado hit Sacrificio to finish Dolla at 1:22.

Sonya Deville trash talks Liv Morgan, who runs in and beats
Deville down. Morgan puts her on a table, climbs up a
scaffolding and drives through Deville to leave her laying.

Sheamus vs. Solo Sikoa vs. Ricochet vs. Rey Mysterio

The winner gets a future Intercontinental Title shot and
Mysterio 1is replacing an injured Karrion Kross. House 1is



cleaned rather quickly and Rey hits his big dive as we take an
early break. Back with Sheamus powerbombing Ricochet as we’re
told that Rey is officially part of Smackdown. We get a
Sheamus vs. Sikoa showdown and slugout until they fight to the
floor.

Sikoa hits a Samoan drop so Rey dives onto him, setting up a
showdown with Ricochet back inside. Ricochet flips out of a
running hurricanrana but Sikoa is back in to run them over. A
running spinwheel kick drops Sheamus and we take another
break. Back again with Sikoa still in control until Sheamus
knocks him down.

Rey and Ricochet catch Sheamus on top but Sikoa powerbombs the
two of them down. Sheamus breaks up Sikoa’s cover with a top
rope knee to the back and grabs the Cloverleaf on Sikoa. Cue
Jey Uso and Sami Zayn for the save and a beatdown on Sheamus,
though they get in a fight over who should get to beat him up.
The Brawling Brutes come out to help Sheamus and they all
brawl to the back. That leaves Rey to 619 and frog splash
Ricochet for the pin at 16:19.

Rating: B. Another match built around action and near carnage
and that isn’'t a bad thing. Once Mysterio was introduced, it
felt like a pretty safe bet that he might be winning but
Sheamus being there for a potential trilogy match with Gunther
added just enough intrigue. It was fun insanity and that is
what you tend to get out of these things.

And now, Bray Wyatt. The lights go out and the door near the
entrance opens, with Bray coming out for the full lantern
entrance. Bray gets on the mic and says he never thought he
would get to be here. This is just him being himself for the
first time and he seems rather choked up about this whole
thing.

Over the last year, he lost a lot of things, like his
grandmother, his career, his self confidence and two people



who were very close to him. He thought nothing he ever did
mattered and he was wrong. Once he was done feeling sorry for
himself, people started asking him to come back. There were
people he met who said he helped get them through some tough
times and those people would say thank you Bray. Fans: THANK
YOU BRAY!

The thing is, he could sit right here and say they were there
when he was weak and vulnerable so thank you for saving his
life. He talks about the reason things got better...and then
the (limited) lights go out. The mask pops up on screen and
says to forget the future and follow him. The new Wyatt logo
appears and that’s the show. That was definitely different and
that’s a good thing, though I'm curious about where it goes.
This feels like the kind of story where we’re going to get a
little bit each week and that’s not a bad thing.

Overall Rating: B-. Well it wasn’t boring. This was one of
those shows where it felt like a lot of stuff was happening
but it might take awhile before we see where some of it goes.
The opener and main event were both rather good and the Bray
promo...well that’s going to get some very polarizing
responses. What matters is they moved things forward and added
some intrigue throughout the show, so now we wait and see what
is going on. As you’'re supposed to want to do when a wrestling
show ends.

Results

Sami Zayn b. Kofi Kingston — Rollup

Braun Strowman b. James Maverick/Brian Thomas — Double pin

LA Knight b. Mansoor — BFT

Damage Ctrl b. Shotzi/Roxanne Perez/Raquel Rodriguez -
Crucifix to Perez

Legado del Fantasma b. Hit Row — Sacrifico to Dolla

Rey Mysterio b. Ricochet, Sheamus and Solo Sikoa — Frog splash
to Ricochet



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Impact Wrestling - October
13, 2022: Great. They're
Back.

Impact Wrestling

Date: October 13, 2022

Location: Albany Armory, Albany, New York
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

It’'s the Bound For Glory fallout show, as the biggest pay per
view of the year ended with Bully Ray as the next challenger
to Josh Alexander. Since there was no way to have him show up
on Impact and make a challenge, Ray won a twenty man match by
pinning Steve Maclin to get the shot. I'm sure nothing but
good will come from this. Let’s get to it.

Here is Bound For Glory if you need a recap.

We open with a long recap of Bound For Glory.

Here is Josh Alexander to get things going. The fans are
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rather glad to see Alexander, who talks about how Eddie
Edwards said their match was going to be a war. That is what
it was, but now the war is over because here he stands, still
the World Champion. He is the champion but he has made
mistakes. Now he knows that the next challenger is waiting so
Bully Ray, get out here right now.

Cue Bully, who Alexander welcomes back to the company, but
wants to know why Ray helped him at Bound For Glory. Bully
talks about how he could have stabbed Alexander in the back
but didn’t. He has been here longer than he has any other
company he has ever worked for, just like he did to Sting,
Hulk Hogan, Brooke and his own brother. Ray says he has done
it all, but now he needs to do it right. He knows that no one
has a good thing to say about him and he wants to change that.
Ray isn’t cashing in his title shot like Moose did last year,
so Alexander is going to see him coming.

Cue Steve Maclin to interrupt because he doesn’t trust Ray.
How exactly did Ray get into Call Your Shot anyway? Maclin
talks about how he has done things the right way but now he
wants to know what it takes for him to get his title shot. Cue
Moose to say Maclin is in the presence of World Champions so
step aside. As for Ray, he is a scumbag, but that'’s ok,
because Moose likes scumbags. Moose learned his bad ways from
Ray, just like how he won the title last year.

He would go after Alexander again...but here is Bobby Fish to
interrupt as well. Fish agrees that Moose has turned into
quite the scumbag himself and Maclin is becoming quite the
locker room politician. Sure Ray is a scumbag, but he didn’t
scumbag Alexander at Bound For Glory. For tonight though, Fish
wants his own match against the champ, with Alexander saying
it’s on. This was a good bit longer than it needed to be and
hopefully it isn’t the start of a new style.

The Motor City Machine Guns are happy with their win on Before
The Impact and they want another Tag Team Title shot. They



walk off and run into Heath and Rhino, who are getting a title
shot next week. Rhino wants revenge on Honor No More so
they’ll get it next week. Don’t worry though, as the Guns can
have a title match when they win the belts.

Killer Kelly vs. Tasha Steelz

No DQ and Savannah Evans is here with Steelz. Evans doesn’t
waste time by jumping Kelly before the bell to start fast.
Kelly gets dropped face first onto the apron but sits up to
glare at Steelz for a cool visual. A basement dropkick drops
Kelly and it’s time for a chain. With that taking too long,
Steelz has to counter an attempt at the Killer Klutch. Kelly
gets two off an Alabama Slam and grabs a chair but settles for
two off a Death Valley Driver. Evans comes in to grab Kelly
but she fights both of them off. Steelz gets in a superkick
and grabs the chain, only to get choked into the Killer Klutch
for the tap at 6:52.

Rating: C. Kelly winning in what should be the last match of
the feud is a good thing but I was expecting a bit more out of
a No DQ match. I did like Evans not bothering to just stand
around as she got involved from the beginning, but Steelz and
Evans are pretty clearly on the downside of their run. Kelly
has a charisma that makes me want to watch her and that is a
major step towards being a star.

Zicky Dice and Johnny Swinger are bragging when Dirty Dango
comes in to say he should cuff them for being stupid. Swinger
invites him to Swinger’s Dungeon.

Sami Callihan jumps two guys in yellow because they part of
Violent By Design. Good. Get rid of all of them.

Scott D’Amore praises Josh Alexander for his recent efforts
but tells him to keep an eye out for Bully Ray.

Black Taurus vs. Trey Miguel vs. Kenny King vs. Alex Zayne Vvs.
Yuva Uemura vs. Laredo Kid




It'’s a brawl to start with no one actually getting an
entrance. Taurus 1s sent outside into a pile of people,
leaving Zayne to work on King'’'s wrist. Zayne's dive is broken
up and it’s a series of dives to send us to a break. Back with
a bunch of reverse DDTs into King'’s Blockbuster, setting up a
spinebuster for two on Miguel. Uemura comes in with a high
crossbody to King and a super hurricanrana brings Taurus off
the top. Back in and Miguel grabs something like a reverse
Angle Slam for the pin on Zayne at 5:20.

Rating: B-. The match was the usual insanity that comes with
this kind of a scramble match, meaning that it was only going
to be so good. You can’t put together any kind of a serious
story in something like this as it’'s all about flying around
and getting in whatever you can. Miguel winning 1is nice, but
it only means so much in a match with this format.

Mike Bailey gives Frankie Kazarian a very respectful
congratulation. Trey Miguel comes in to say he’s coming for
the title but Kazarian says we’'ll see what happens. Bailey
continues to be quite less than interesting.

VXT/Gisele Shaw vs. Death Dollz

Jessicka slugs away at Shaw to start and takes her into the
wrong corner for the running knees from Taya. Purrazzo comes
in and gets caught in Rosemary’s Upside Down, sending Rehwoldt
into a frenzy. A Green distraction lets Purrazzo hit a
Backstabber on Taya though and the villains take over with the
stomping in the corner.

Taya and Green go down off a double clothesline though and
it’s back to Rosemary for the house cleaning. Green catches
Rosemary with a Bully Bomb into a faceplant but Rosemary is
right back up with a spear for two. Everything breaks down and
Rosemary hits a spear on Purrazzo, only to get kneed in the
head to give Shaw the pin at 5:38.

Rating: C. Another match that didn’t have much time to do



anything and it hut things a lot. What mattered was giving
Shaw and VXT a win to give them some momentum back. The Dollz
having success without Rosemary continues as well and that
should make for an interesting story down the road.

Tommy Dreamer begs Bully Ray to not lie to everyone about his
intentions. Ray says he’s telling the truth and they’ll team
together.

Maria Kanellis gives Honor No More a pep talk but they think
the company is trying to kill them off again. They’re not sure
where Eddie Edwards is but next week, they’ll retain the Tag
Team Titles.

Matt Cardona vs. Bhupinder Gujjar

Cardona’s headlock doesn’t get him very far as Gujjar hits a
dropkick into a slingshot elbow for an early two. They head to
the floor with Cardona knocking him down for a change, setting
up a hangman’s neckbreaker for two back inside. The middle
rope missile dropkick misses though and Gujjar strikes away
but here is Brian Myers for a distraction. Radio silence
finishes Gujjar at 4:22.

Rating: C. Not much to see here but Cardona and Myers being
back together is a good thing. Cardona being back in general
1s nice to see as he really is good at his heel stuff, though
Myers does add a nice bonus to the mix. Gujjar continues to
seem like he has potential and he’'s starting to feel more like
one of the regular guys around here, but please give him
something else to make him interesting.

Video on Jordynne Grace vs. Masha Slamovich.

Mickie James would love to face Grace if she gets to the top
of the mountain. VXT and Gisele Shaw interrupt, saying Mickie
should respect them instead of losers like Mia Yim. Chelsea
Green mocks James for beating her but James challenges Deonna
Purrazzo instead.



Bullet Club would love to face Tommy Dreamer/Bully Ray next
week.

Here’s what’s coming up next week.

Impact Wrestling World Title: Bobby Fish vs. Josh Alexander

Alexander is defending. Feeling out process to start as they
grapple up against the ropes. Some headlock takeovers work
well for Alexander but Fish is back up with some knees to the
ribs. Alexander is right back with an overhead belly to belly
but the crossbody to the back doesn’t get to launch.

Fish is fine enough to drop him with a dragon screw legwhip on
the ramp and we take a break. Back with Fish hitting a
slingshot elbow and kicking away in the corner. Neither of
them can hit a suplex so Alexander goes with a clothesline and
then drops Fish with a hard right hand.

The C4 Spike is blocked and Fish kicks him in the head,
setting up a Saito suplex for two. The ankle lock is broken up
as well though and Fish catches him on top. Alexander knocks
him down and hits a moonsault, only to have the ankle lock
pulled into a triangle choke. That’s countered into a
backbreaker and now the (C4 Spike can retain at 16:18.

Rating: B-. This was another match that had no story and was a
showdown between two technicians, meaning it was only going to
be so good. They had no reason to be mad at each other and it
was hard to imagine that Fish was going to be a real threat to
the title. The action carried it to pretty good, but they had
a firm ceiling above them.

Post match Frankie Kazarian comes out to congratulate
Alexander for being a great champion. For now though, he is
cashing in his X-Division Title, using Option C, to get a
World Title shot.

Overall Rating: C+. I don’t know if it’s the focus being on



Bully Ray or the X-Division Title being vacated but there was
a lack of interesting stuff going on this week. Hopefully
things pick up again as we get back to normal next week, but
this show didn’t feel like it was coming off the biggest night
of the year. Granted any show with an announcement of Ray and
Tommy Dreamer getting a featured match the next week isn’t
going to do me much good, but the rest wasn’t exactly great.

Results

Killer Kelly b. Tasha Steelz — Killer Klutch

Trey Miguel b. Black Taurus, Kenny King, Alex Zayne, Yuya
Uemura and Laredo Kid — Snap neckbreaker to Zayne

VXT/Gisele Shaw b. Death Dollz — Running knee to Rosemary

Matt Cardona b. Bhupinder Gujjar — Radio Silence

Josh Alexander b. Bobby Fish — C4 Spike

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Smackdown — May 20, 2022: Put
Them Together And What Do You
Have?

Smackdown

Date: May 20,