
Impact  Wrestling  –  January
26, 2023: The Most Consistent
Wrestling Show Of The Week
Impact Wrestling
Date: January 26, 2023
Location: Center Stage, Atlanta, Georgia
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

The fallout from Hard To Kill continues and we are also on the
way to No Surrender. The latter means that we need a new #1
contender and we will have one by the end of the night due to
a six way elimination match. Other than that, Bully Ray now
seems to have to deal with Mickie James and possibly Frankie
Kazarian so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Opening sequence.

X-Division Title: Mike Jackson vs. Trey Miguel

Jackson, 73 years old, is challenging and gets wristlocked
down  to  start.  Some  running  shoulders  and  a  hiptoss  have
Miguel down for a change but Miguel punches him in the face. A
hammerlock  slam  puts  Jackson  down  but  he  avoids  the
springboard moonsault. An atomic drop sends Jackson outside,
where he is fine enough to post Miguel. Back in and Jackson
stays  on  the  arm  but  takes  too  long  with  Oldest  School,
allowing  Miguel  to  pull  him  down.  The  Lightning  Spiral
finishes for Miguel at 5:58.

Rating:  C.  The  match  wasn’t  terrible  by  any  means  and
factoring  in  Jackson’s  age,  it  was  downright  impressive.
Having someone who was nearly a wrestler’s normal retirement
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age over thirty years ago in there and looking acceptable is
remarkable. There was no way he was winning the title here,
but for a cool novelty, this was fun.

Post match Miguel goes to get the spray paint but finds Crazzy
Steve instead. Steve has TREY written all over himself and
pulls out his own spray paint to spray Trey’s logo on his
chest. Miguel runs, partially because Black Taurus comes out
as well.

Josh Alexander is ready to face anyone who wins tonight. Steve
Maclin comes in to say that he’s coming for whoever comes out
with the title.

Good Hands vs. Kushida/Kevin Knight

Skyler and Knight trade wrist control to start before it’s off
to Kushida to stay on Skyler’s arm. A blind tag brings in
Hotch though and a German suplex into a rollup gets two on
Kushida. That just means Kushida gets to hit them in the face,
allowing the tag off to Knight. Everything breaks down and
Knight dropkicks Hotch off of Kushida’s shoulders, setting up
the Hoverboard Lock to give Kushida the win at 4:00.

Rating: C. I’ve heard a good bit about Knight before but
haven’t seen much of him in the ring. Putting him with Kushida
is always a good idea though and having them beat up on Bully
Ray’s goons worked. It was just a quick match to have Kushida
and Knight get a win on TV and that was enough of a success.

Gisele Shaw and Jai Vidal meet Shaw’s mystery partner, leaving
Vidal VERY happy.

Mickie James wants to know what was up with Jordynne Grace
saving  her  last  week.  Grace  says  she  was  protecting  her
investment, meaning her rematch. Seems cool with James.

Knockouts Tag Team Titles: Death Dollz vs. Gisele Shaw/Tara

The Dollz are defending and have Rosemary in their corner to



counter  Jai  Vidal.  If  nothing  else,  we  get  Tara’s  BROKEN
BROKEN entrance again. Tara and Taya start things off with a
handshake but Shaw tags herself in before anything can happen.
The fans are NOT pleased but Taya sending Shaw into the corner
for some hip attacks work a bit better for them. Jessicka
comes in and gets hammered down by Shaw.

The running uppercut puts Jessicka down again but she runs
Shaw over, allowing the hot tag to Taya. Rosemary takes Vidal
out, leaving Shaw to STILL not bring Tara in. Instead Tara
comes in and gets yelled at by Shaw, who gets taken out by the
Widow’s Peak. Jessicka comes in with the Sick Driver to retain
at 6:12.

Rating: C+. This was all about the storytelling as Shaw is now
fully embracing being the worst partner in the world. That is
a story to tell as eventually she will find the right partner
and could make for a good pairing. For now though, Tara was
just there to get annoyed and then hit the Widow’s Peak.
Another fine step forward in a bigger story.

Taylor Wilde consults tarot cards to find out she will be
seeing Killer Kelly again.

Dave LaGreca is thankful for being part of Impact when Bully
Ray comes in. He wants to know why he is the only former World
Champion not in the #1 contenders match. Santino Marella says
Ray lost at Hard To Kill and Ray, who does like Marella,
threatens him if he doesn’t get it. LaGreca knows that only
Tommy Dreamer can help this.

Tasha Steelz says she didn’t get pinned by Mickie James in a
singles match. This isn’t working though, any of it. Steelz
walks out on the interview, plus Savannah Evans.

Major Players vs. Bullet Club

Cardona and Bey trade shoulders to start before Bey armdrags
him into an armbar. The Club cleans house with the rapid fire



strikes but a Cardona distraction lets Myers deck Bey. Cardona
drops a knee for two and Myers grabs a front facelock. Bey
gets in a whip into the corner though and the double tag
brings in Austin and Cardona. Everything breaks down and the
Reboot hits Bey, setting up Myers’ top rope elbow for two. The
assisted Art of Finesse is broken up so Austin kicks Cardona
in the face, setting up a quick rollup for the pin at 6:55.

Rating: C+. There was some miscommunication in there between
the Major Players and that could be a bad sign for the team’s
future. I could see the team splitting down the line as the
specter of WWE always looms over someone like Cardona. The
Bullet Club has absolutely found its niche as the fast moving
pair of smaller guys and they looked rather good in a win
here.

Post  match  here  is  Joe  Hendry  to  accept  Matt  Cardona’s
challenge for a Digital Media Title match. Cardona is the
original Internet Champion but lately, Cardona must feel a bit
left out. That’s why Hendry has written him a son, with a
focus on Cardona wanting to play with action figures instead
of spending, ahem, quality time with his wife. Throw in the
line “You’re the king of the indies and now you’re rich, but
to me you’ll always be Edge’s b****” and Cardona is really not
pleased. Hendry’s stuff continues to be awesome.

Post break Myers and Cardona come up to Moose and promise to
get rid of Hendry. End of scene.

Jonathan Gresham vs. Sheldon Jean

Gresham headlocks him down to start before tripping Jean down
and cranking on the leg. Back up and Jean kicks him in the
face, earning a dropkick to the knee. Gresham cranks the knee
again and hits a sliding forearm for the pin at 3:03.

Rating: C. Give Gresham a warm body to work with and let him
hack it to pieces one limb at a time. That is a formula that
is going to work as Gresham knows how to do that style as well



as anyone going right now. He made it look easy here and
putting something like that on TV for a few weeks is a good
way to remind fans that this is a wrestling show.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

Moose vs. Rhino vs. Rich Swann vs. Eddie Edwards vs. Sami
Callihan vs. Chris Sabin

Elimination rules and the winner gets a World Title shot at No
Surrender. The brawl starts fast and Rhino and Moore are left
alone in the ring for an exchange of shoulders. Sabin comes in
to  shoulder  Rhino  down  but  he  walks  into  a  suplex  from
Callihan. It’s Sabin back up with a dive to the floor onto
Moose and Swann snaps off a running hurricanrana to Edwards.
Swann’s running flip dive off the apron takes down Moose and
Edwards on the floor.

Back in and Edwards hits a Blue Thunder Bomb on Swann, leaving
Rhino to hit some running shoulders to Callihan in the corner.
Moose  spears  Rhino  though,  allowing  Callihan  to  get  the
elimination at 4:32. We take a break and come back with Moose
cleaning house, including dropkicking Swann and Sabin on the
top at the same time. Sabin takes Moose down with a tornado
DDT and does the same to Edwards.

Callihan is back in to kick away at Swann and Sabin but Swann
bulldogs  Callihan/kicks  Edwards  for  a  double  knockdown.
Swann’s middle rope splash gets two on Callihan but Edwards
powerbombs Swann onto Sabin for two more. The Boston Knee
Party is loaded up but here is PCO to go after Edwards. The
distraction lets Sabin roll Edwards up for the pin at 13:25.
Moose comes back in to Rock Bottom Sabin for two and shrugs
off the tornado DDT. The spear finishes Sabin at 15:31 and
we’re down to three.

We take another break and come back with a three way slugout
with Swann getting the better of things until Moose takes out
his leg. Moose pounds on the leg but Swann grabs a quick



rollup for the pin at 23:18. Cue the Design to tell Callihan
to take out Swann so Callihan goes after the bad knee. Swann
rolls him up to escape so Callihan powerbombs him into another
leglock. With that broken up, Swann kicks him in the head a
few times, setting up the middle rope 450 for the pin and the
title shot at 26:27.

Rating: B-. Swann going forward to the title shot is a good
way to go, as he is credible enough to give Alexander a threat
but not likely to take the title. They have to find someone to
keep the challenger spot warm for Steve Maclin, who seems
likely to be the next champion. They kept the action moving
here and making it elimination rules was the best thing they
could have gone.

Post match Swann tries to talk sense into Callihan but gets
beaten down for his efforts. Yuyu Uemura comes in for a failed
save attempt so Josh Alexander and Frankie Kazarian run in for
the real save to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. As has been the case for a good while now,
Impact continues to shine and look like one of the best weekly
wrestling shows around. It shows you just how far the company
has come and it is great to see them turning into such a fun
show. Normally I would say to keep it going, but they have
been doing it for such a long time now that it’s not even
about maintaining momentum anymore. Good show here and I want
to see where this is going, as is usual these days.

Results
Trey Miguel b. Mike Jackson – Lightning Spiral
Kushida/Kevin Knight b. Good Hands – Hoverboard Lock to Hotch
Death Dollz b. Gisele Shaw/Tara – Sick Driver to Shaw
Bullet Club b. Major Players – Rollup to Cardona
Jonathan Gresham b. Sheldon Jean – Sliding forearm
Rich Swann won a six way elimination match last eliminating
Sami Callihan



 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Impact  Wrestling  –  December
15,  2022:  Believe  In  Human
Resources
Impact Wrestling
Date: December 15, 2022
Location:  Charles  F.  Dodge  City  Center,  Pembroke  Pines,
Florida
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

We are less than a month away from Hard To Kill and the title
situations are rather interesting. We have the Major Brothers
coming after the Tag Team Titles, Jordynne Grace vs. Mickie
James set for a title vs. career match and Josh Alexander
defending against Bully Ray. That’s a lot to build towards so
let’s get to it.
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Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Eddie Edwards vs. Delirious

This was going to be last week’s main event but then Josh
Alexander vs. Mike Bailey almost hit an hour so it was punted
to this week. They go technical to start and that’s good for a
standoff. Edwards can’t grab an O’Connor roll but he can chop
Delirious down, only to have Delirious come back up with a leg
lariat.

An overhead belly to belly cuts that off in a hurry though and
Eddie can fire off more chops. Delirious starts running the
ropes in that bizarre manner of his so Edwards kicks him in
the face. A superkick drops Delirious hard and a tiger driver
gets two. Delirious is able to reverse the cover into the
cobra stretch but Edwards stacks him up for the pin at 6:33.

Rating:  C.  This  was  a  pretty  solid,  technical  match  with
Delirious being able to do his thing with someone as perfectly
fine  as  Edwards.  The  style  seemed  to  be  pointing  towards
Edwards going clean, though that seems to be a rather fast
change over for him. Good enough stuff here, which shouldn’t
be shocking given who was in there.

Post match Eddie teases showing respect but plants him with
the Die Hard Driver. Yuyu Uemura tries to make a save but gets
beaten down. Edwards goes for Delirious’ mask….and Jonathan
Gresham of all people comes out for the save. That’s probably
a Hard To Kill match.

Josh Alexander was in the fight of his life last week with
Mike Bailey, but tonight he is calling out Bully Ray. Scott
D’Amore says not so fast because Ray is different than his
other opponents. Tommy Dreamer comes in to apologize for being
wrong about Ray but Alexander thinks Dreamer is working with
Ray. Dreamer is aghast.
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Bully Ray vs. John Skyler

A  stoic  Ray  slams  him  a  few  times  to  start  and  hits  a
piledriver for the pin at 1:05.

Post match Tommy Dreamer comes out and talks about how the ECW
chants mean history. Dreamer was the one person who believed
Ray had changed, but now their friendship is done. If Ray
wanted to make him look like a fool, good for him and they can
just work together on Busted Open Radio. Dreamer goes to leave
and Ray tells him to keep doing that, because Dreamer is just
a jealous coward.

At the end of the day, Dreamer is a nobody. If D-Von walked in
Ray’s shadow, Dreamer was ten feet behind them at all times.
Ray is a bigger star than Dreamer everywhere they go. Ray says
some people might call Dreamer a failure, which is enough to
get him back in the ring. Oh and a few months back, of course
Ray laid out Ace Austin and Dreamer believed him then too.
Dreamer brings up his mom’s illness but Ray doesn’t care. As
he cries, Dreamer seems ready for a fight but Ray walks away
this time. This was as interesting as Tommy Dreamer and Bully
Ray talking about their past was going to be.

Major Players vs. Decay

This  is  the  fallout  from  a  backstage  altercation  earlier
today. Hold on though as Trey Miguel jumps Crazzy Steve from
behind and spray paints his back. Not that it matters as Steve
says ring the bell anyway, leaving Taurus to knock Cardona
into the corner. Myers comes in to Taurus flips over him and
hits an elbow to the face. The Players are sent outside for
the big running flip dive from Taurus to send us to a break.

Back with Taurus fighting out of Myers’ chinlock and handing
it off to Steve to clean house. The basement Downward Spiral
gets  two  on  Cardona  with  Myers  making  the  save,  meaning
everything breaks down. Taurus is sent outside and the middle
rope G9 finishes for Cardona at 7:54.



Rating: C. You put a team like Decay out there to lose to the
Major Players, who seem like they are on the way to the Tag
Team Title picture. You need to have them win something here
and Decay made the better team look good, even with Trey
Miguel getting involved. Now move on to the next big match for
the  Major  Players,  as  they  are  already  starting  their
momentum.

We go backstage for a contract signing between Mickie James
and Jordynne Grace. It’s Grace up first and she says she’ll
let her talking in the ring before signing. James says Grace
is assuming the result at Hard To Kill but James has had
moments against the all time greats. She is ready to sign but
Tasha Steelz, with Savannah Evans, comes in to rant about how
Mickie hasn’t beaten her. James vs. Steelz is teased but Grace
wants in on this as well. Scott D’Amore makes it a tag match
instead.

Last week, Mike Bailey got a hero’s welcome after his long
match with Josh Alexander. Then Kenny King came up and spit
water in his face.

This week, Bailey says he’ll face King in the ring, but he
isn’t playing mind games.

Sami Callihan vs. Angels

The rest of the Design is here with Angels, who charges into a
pop up powerbomb at the bell. A Design distraction doesn’t
work very well as Sami strikes away and takes Angels to the
apron. With that broken up, Angels hits a running STO on the
apron to take over for the first time. Back in and Angels
grabs a crossface, only to have Sami bite the hand for the
escape.  A  brainbuster  gives  Sami  two  but  Angels  discus
clotheslines him down. The frog splash connects for Angels but
he misses a second. Sami grabs the Cactus Driver 97 for the
pin at 6:55.

Rating: C-. This was indeed a Sami Callihan match as he beat



up the lowest level member of the Design without much time to
do it. Callihan is still going to need some help to fight the
team off, but it’s still going to be a former World Champion
against Deaner N Pals. How strong of a story is that going to
be?

Post match Sami gets laid out.

Gisele Shaw pitches a reunion with Deonna Purrazzo, who isn’t
interested. That lasts about ten seconds before Shaw talks her
into going after the Knockouts Tag Team Titles.

Taylor Wilde looks at tarot cards and says she is a bit of
everything. She is the Wilde Witch. Better than “person who
was here ten years ago”.

Joe Hendry/Bhupinder Gujjar vs. Johnny Swinger/Zicky Dice

Before the match, Hendry talks about the noises coming from
Swinger’s Dungeon. In Hendry’s Dungeon, all you hear is people
saying WE BELIEVE. Hendry slams Dice down to start and slams
Swinger for a bonus. Gujjar tags himself in but here is Moose
to go after Hendry. That doesn’t go well, with Hendry drop
toeholding him and grabbing the mic, saying he’s at work here.
Moose grabs a chair and Hendry heads to the back, saying HR
will hear about this. Back in the ring, Gujjar shrugs off a
double team attempt and Gargoyle Spears Swinger for the pin at
3:14.

Rating: C. This was much more about the angle than the match
and that isn’t a problem. Swinger and Dice not being able to
beat up someone up on their own fits them perfectly and I
could go for Swinger on a losing streak as he tries to get his
fifty wins for a World Title shot. Moose vs. Hendry is an
interesting way to go, though I’m not sure I can picture
Hendry beating him so soon. Just let Hendry talk more though
and he’ll be fine.

John Skyler sits down next to Jason Hotch and it turns out



they respect each other. They might as well team up. Finger
handshake!

Steve Maclin doesn’t like the lack of rules around here so to
get the World Title, it should be by all means necessary. Rich
Swann is next.

Tag Team Titles: Heath/Rhino vs. Motor City Machine Guns

The Guns are challenging and the Major Players are banned from
ringside. Rhino shoves Shelley down to start so it’s time for
some regrouping. Heath and Sabin come in to go technical, with
Heath actually giving him a clean break out of the corner. An
exchange of headlocks goes nowhere so Shelley makes a blind
tag and helps double team Heath down to take over. Fans: “TAG
IN RHINO!”

Heath gets sent into the corner for some double dropkicks but
Sliced  Bread  doesn’t  work  for  Shelley.  A  powerslam  takes
Shelley down but the diving tag is cut off as we take a break.
Back with Rhino coming in to clean house and the champs take
over on Shelley in the corner. Heath ties him in the Tree of
Woe and stomps away, only to get sent face first into the
middle buckle.

Rhino comes back in to cut off the tag and grabs a bearhug,
which is broken up as well. Shelley rolls over and brings
Sabin back in to clean house. A tornado DDT gets two on Heath
but he breaks up Skull and Bones. The Gore gets two on Sabin
but he reverses a second into a sunset flip for the pin and
the titles at 16:49.

Rating: B-. They didn’t really have a choice here as, much
like Heath and Rhino’s title reign in WWE, I don’t think there
was any reason to think they were going to be the next big
thing. They had their feel good moment with the win and now
the Guns, a much more established team, gets the titles back.
Solid main event and the exact right way to go.



The Guns celebrate to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a pretty nice show up and down,
but that Bully Ray/Tommy Dreamer stuff is still a lot to
stomach. They are still talking about their time together in
ECW and it just makes the show feel old. Alexander vs. Ray
should be pretty decent fight but the build on the way there
is rather rough. Overall, another completely acceptable Impact
show with its usual good points, but enough holding it back
from being great.

Results
Eddie Edwards b. Delirious – Rollup
Bully Ray b. John Skyler – Piledriver
Major Players b. Decay – Samoan drop/middle rope Blockbuster
combination to Steve
Sami Callihan b. Angels – Cactus Driver 97
Bhupinder Gujjar/Joe Hendry b. Johnny Swinger/Zicky Dice –
Gargoyle spear to Swinger
Motor City Machine Guns b. Heath/Rhino – Sunset flip to Rhino

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Impact  Wrestling  –  November
24,  2022:  Turkeys  Trotting
(Thanksgiving Special)
Impact Wrestling
Date: November 24, 2022
Hosts: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

It’s Thanksgiving and that means we are in for a special Best
Of show around here. That’s about as logical as you’re going
to get for this time of year as there is no reason to believe
that anyone is going to pay attention to a show on such a big
holiday. You never know what you’ll see on something like this
but let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

The hosts welcome us to the show and promise us some great
Thanksgiving moments, plus a look at Overdrive.

We’ll start with Thanksgiving 2008, with Rhino pinning Alex
Shelley in a triple threat match also involving Sheik Abdul
Bashir. As a result, Rhino gets $25,000 and Shelley has to
wear a turkey suit, as enforced by Mick Foley with threats of
firings/bad history lessons.

Wrestlers  say  what  they  are  thankful  for  (Joe  Hendry  is
thankful for mirrors because he gets to see who he really is).

Deaner asks Eric Young if this is the end of Violent By Design
but doesn’t get an answer. It’s time for an answer to the
unanswered questions so they have to go back to where it all
began. How about before that when the team doesn’t exist?
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We  go  back  to  Thanksgiving  2007,  at  the  Angle  household,
featuring Kurt and Karen as pilgrims and Jeremy Borash, Tomko
and AJ Styles as guests (it was a weird time). They pray (with
gold medals on the plates) and Styles eats during the prayer.
People keep opening their eyes during the prayer, with Karen
and JB making faces at each other. Robert Roode and Traci
Brooks come in, as do James Storm and Jackie Moore (with
beer).  Chris  Harris  arrives  and  complains  about  the
directions.

Eric Young shows up, a bit under dressed, and breaks a bunch
of stuff. Kurt stands up to yell, revealing that he’s wearing
the World Title, and sends Eric to the kid’s table (Eric gets
lost on the way). Then the X-Division arrives, with Sonjay
Dutt trying to get donations for starving children. Storm and
Young get in a drinking contest and Styles leaves as Black
Reign (Dustin Rhodes) and Rellik (that’s overused joke spelled
forwards) arrive. Reign lets his rat Misty into the food and
we take a break.

Back with Young and Storm rather drunk (Young has found a wig
and they have both lost their shirts). Jay Lethal (as Black
Machismo) arrives as Kurt looks like he wants some cyanide.
Then So Cal Val arrives, so Lethal gives her his jacket to
walk on. Kurt tries to restore order as Awesome Kong shows up
and sits at the other end of the (really long) table. She eats
food that may or may not be wax and, since there are a bunch
of tables, Team 3D arrives, with food being thrown at them.

A bunch of people leave to get away from Team 3D, who were
invited by someone other than Kurt. They sit at the kid’s
table and take food from Kurt’s daughter, who says they suck
(I would have paid to see her put through a table). Then Kevin
Nash and Scott Hall arrive and Karen takes pies to the face.
Everyone else shows up and the food fight is on. This was
HILARIOUS in a wrestling way.

We look at Mickie James beating Taylor Wilde at Overdrive.



Then Deonna Purrazzo comes out to yell at her and sets up the
next match in James’ Last Rodeo.

From Thanksgiving 2016, loser wears a turkey suit.

Grado vs. Robbie E.

They slug it out to start with Grado getting the better of it
off the snap jabs. A double clothesline puts both guys down as
this is a little less funny than I was expecting. Robbie grabs
a rollup for the pin at 2:39.

Grado is turkey suited.

We look at the end of Josh Alexander beating Kazarian with the
C4 Spike to retain the World Title at Overdrive. Then Bully
Ray came out, announced he was officially challenging at Hard
To Kill in January, and beat up Alexander in front of his
family. Then, with Alexander zip tied to the rope, Ray pulled
Alexander’s wife over the barricade….and just threatened her
because Alexander was loose. After the show, Ray grabbed the
title but Rich Swann came out for the save. Scott D’Amore came
out and threw stuff at Ray while asking what was wrong with
him. Great segment. Why does it need to be Bully Ray and not
someone new?

From Thanksgiving 2013.

Here are all of the winners of the matches tonight plus Velvet
who is with Sabin. Roode points this out and Sabin throws
Velvet out. Bobby asks everyone what they’re thankful for. Bad
Influence  is  thankful  for  their  intelligence  and  large
endowment. Kaz is thankful that Park isn’t here to drink the
gravy or fornicate with the pumpkin pie. Gail is thankful for
being the prettiest and most dominant Knockout in the history
of the company. Oh and her family too.

Sabin is thankful for his hair, being the best X-Division
Champion ever and Velvet Sky. The Bro Mans are thankful for



Mr. O Phil Heath, Zema Ion (officially part of the team) and
for being the best team ever. Bad Influence: “I’m not sure
about that.” Roode says the real Thanksgiving was last month
in Canada and the fans will be thankful when he becomes the
next champion.

It’s time to eat but here’s Angle to interrupt. He sees a ring
full of turkeys, which are fighting words for the people in
there. Roode challenges him to a fight which Angle accepts,
and here’s his backup. Fernum and Barnes (a couple of losers
who lost the Turkey Bowl) are still in the turkey suits. You
can fill in the blanks yourself here: bad guys are destroyed,
food is everywhere, Spud panics, turkeys fly. The good guys,
Velvet and ODB celebrate to end the show.

More wrestlers are thankful for various things.

We look at Kenny King going after Mike Bailey at the overdrive
pre-show and losing a six way match as a result.

King is going to take out Bailey before going after the X-
Division Title.

From Thanksgiving 2017.

Team Edwards vs. Team Adonis

Eddie Edwards, Garza Jr., Allie, Fallah Bahh, Richard Justice
Chris Adonis, Caleb Konley, Laurel Van Ness, KM, El Hijo Del
Fantasma

The loser of the fall wears a turkey suit and there’s food at
ringside, along with Eli Drake. We’re not ready yet though as
the teams sit down at the food tables as Drake insists that
everyone has to put on the suit if they lose. He has a
statement for JB to read, which pretty much just says everyone
play nice.

Justice sticks his finger in Konley’s mouth to start and gets
two off a rollup. Laurel comes in and jumps on Justice’s back



so it’s off to the women for a change. KM and Bahh are up next
with some shots to Bahh’s head taking us to a break. Back with
Bahh crossbodying KM and bringing in Garza….WHO TAKES OFF HIS
PANTS! I’m rather thankful.

Garza gets punched down though and it’s time for the heel
beatdown. Adonis comes in for two off a legdrop and it’s time
for a bearhug (on a guy with a bad shoulder). That goes
nowhere  and  the  hot  tag  brings  in  Eddie  to  clean  house.
Everything breaks down in a hurry and KM gets crushed between
Justice and Bahh.

We get the big crash to the floor and Justice falls off the
apron, only to be caught without much effort. Allie dives onto
everyone to break up the pile and everyone is down. Back in
and Adonis can’t grab the Adonis Lock, allowing Eddie to roll
him up for the pin at 16:04, meaning Adonis gets to wear the
suit.

Rating: C-. Oh what were you expecting here? This was all in
good fun and nothing more than a comedy match. The match was
just there for the sake of having a one off match for a
holiday special and as a result, it’s really hard to be harsh
on it. Adonis having to wear the suit is fine and it continues
a (rather goofy) tradition. It wasn’t anything good, but it’s
perfectly harmless.

Post break, Adonis refuses to wear the suit. Security actually
stops  him  as  the  referee  holds  up  the  suit  like  an
executioner’s  ax.  After  a  lot  of  persuading  and  a  GOBBLE
GOBBLE (One of us?) chant, Adonis finally puts it on and walks
around a bit. Adonis isn’t cool with the chants though and the
required food fight, with Adonis hitting Drake in the face
with a pie, ends the show. This was actually entertaining as
they just went with the simple comedy and it worked perfectly
well.

Delirious and Yuyu Uemura yell at each other in….something and



Japanese.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

Steve  Maclin  wants  the  World  Title  but  he  is  being  held
captive by his own company. From now on, it’s mayhem for all.

From Thanksgiving 2007.

Samoa Joe vs. AJ Styles vs. Chris Sabin

This is the finals of the Turkey Bowl, with the winner getting
$25,000 and the loser wearing the turkey suit. Joe and Sabin
double team Styles to start and knock him to the floor. That
leaves Sabin to take Joe down but a kick misses, giving us a
staredown. Styles gets knocked to the floor again and we take
a break.

Back with Sabin charging into a hot shot but Joe comes back in
to punch Styles in the face. Styles breaks up the suicide
elbow to Sabin though, meaning Joe punches him in the face
some more. The drop down into a dropkick hits Joe and we take
a  break.  Back  again  with  Joe  countering  the  springboard
moonsault into an Air Raid Crash with Sabin having to make a
save.

We take another break and come back again with Sabin hitting a
springboard DDT to drop Joe. That earns Sabin a trip to the
floor but Styles Peles Joe. The charge into the corner only
hits kick to the face though, allowing Joe to hit the Muscle
Buster for the pin at 9:33 shown (of the nearly thirty minute
match).

Rating: B-. Well it seemed to be a good match, at least from
what we saw of the thing. Joe was on another planet at this
point and Styles was in his weird phase as Angle’s wacky goon,
but it isn’t like he was going to be awful in the ring. Throw
in a very talented Sabin and of course this was going to work,
even if we missed almost twenty minutes.



Post match we cut to a livid Kurt Angle (AJ’s boss), storming
out of his own Thanksgiving dinner. Back in the arena, AJ
won’t put the suit on so here is Jim Cornette to order him to
do it. After some coaxing, Styles (very slowly) puts the suit
on so Tomko and Kurt come out to yell. Samoa Joe and the
Outsiders come out to laugh at Angle and pals, meaning the
brawl is on. The bad guys are cleared out, with Eric Young
coming in to add a turkey leg to Angle to wrap things up. Then
Hall got fired and Joe was given a live mic at the pay per
view where he went on an all time rant against a lot of
people.

Overall  Rating:  C.  I  never  know  what  to  say  about  these
things, especially when it was a bunch of clips from what was
little more than a comedy concept. There was a bit of decent
action and it is fun to look back at some flashes of different
times in the company’s history, but there was nothing worth
seeing here. Granted that is kind of the point, but this was
still a weird choice for a show.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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