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The road to the Royal Rumble continues but Test has thrown a
bit of a monkey wrench into the ECW World Title plans. Last
week saw Bobby Lashley defending his title against Rob Van Dam
until Test interfered. Odds are that sets up a rematch here
and then Test’s title shot at the Rumble, which is not the
worst schedule. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Test interfering in last week’s title
match. The rematch is on for tonight.

Opening sequence.

CM Punk vs. Hardcore Holly

Punk starts fast with an armdrag but it’s too early for the
Anaconda Vice. A powerslam can’t get the hold on either so
Punk kicks him in the back. There’s a running clothesline to
put Holly on the floor but Holly steps aside from the big
dive. Back in and Holly bends him around the ropes, setting up
the  middle  rope  legdrop  for  two.  Punk  fights  up  with  a
dropkick and some running clotheslines but Holly shows him how
a dropkick works. Holly sends him into the corner and the
Alabama Slam puts Punk away.

Rating: C. As jarring as it is to see Punk take a loss in a
singles  match  to  Hardcore  Holly  of  all  people,  the  match
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itself  worked  out  well  enough.  Holly  did  cheat  a  bit  by
sending him into the post, though it wasn’t like Punk was in
control after the first thirty seconds or so. Not a bad match,
but I’m a bit puzzled as to why Punk needed to take a loss.
He’s pretty clearly a big part of the future around here, and
he loses to Holly?

Test is told his match is next, but he just isn’t feeling it
tonight because he should be getting the title shot against
Bobby Lashley. Seems a little testy tonight.

Here’s Elijah Burke to say he is here alone because it is time
to knock someone out on his own. Cue Sandman, who spends a
pretty long time drinking on the way to the ring. With his
head already busted open, Sandman gets in and blocks the first
punch with the stick. Burke hits a few shots but Sandman canes
him out to the floor in a segment that was slightly more
interesting than I expected.

Video on Great Khali, who is now on Raw. ECW did not need to
lose him so quickly, as they do not have any roster depth at
the moment.

Great Khali vs. Tommy Dreamer

Extreme Rules and Daivari is here with Khali. Dreamer tries to
bring in the metal sign but gets stomped down in a hurry. A
clothesline drops Dreamer and Khali pounds away in the corner.
Dreamer goes to the eyes and hammers away with the sign, which
Khali punches away. The double chokeslam gives Khali the fast
pin.

Rob Van Dam has been accused of not caring about anything but
he cares about the ECW World Title. Now he wants his title
back and if he has to go through a great champion like Lashley
to get it, that’s cool.

During the break, Tommy Dreamer pulled himself up to his feet.
The guy never has been that bright.



Kevin Thorn vs. Shannon Moore

Ariel is here with Thorn. Moore charges at him to start and
gets hammered down in a hurry. A big toss pulls Moore out of
the corner and the Dark Kiss finishes for Thorn.

Kelly Kelly is back next week. She was gone long enough to
warrant a return?

ECW World Title: Bobby Lashley vs. Rob Van Dam

Lashley is defending. Feeling out process to start, with Rob
firing off the strikes and Lashley throwing him around. We
take an early break and come back with Lashley’s spear hitting
the corner, allowing Van Dam to hit a slingshot legdrop to the
apron. The split legged moonsault gets two on Lashley and
there’s  the  top  rope  kick  to  the  face.  A  Figure  Four
headscissors keeps Lashley in trouble and his comeback is cut
off  with  a  kick  to  the  head.  Lashley  hits  a  running
clothesline in the corner though and we hit the torture rack.

Van Dam is right back up with a spinwheel kick so Lashley
sends him flying with a belly to belly. Lashley’s spear misses
though and he goes flying to the floor but he’s fine enough to
send Van Dam into the barricade. Back in and Lashley hits
another running corner clothesline and some rolling suplexes
put Van Dam down for two. Now the spear can connect but here’s
Test to chair Lashley down.

Rating: C+. They were having a good match here and the ending
was the right call. That’s the only way this match could have
gone as Test is ready for the next title shot. I’m not sure
what is next for Van Dam though, as there isn’t exactly anyone
else for him to face around here at the moment.

Test chairs Van Dam as well and leaves for some sneering to
end the show.

Overall Rating: C. The huge gap between the talent levels



around here is astounding and there is only so much that you
can do with this roster. The main event stuff is working for
now, but I have no idea how much of a shelf life they have.
Other than that, this show is kind of a wreck with almost
nothing interesting going on. Some of the stars they have
could become something later, but right now, it isn’t much to
see.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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