Smackdown — August 8, 2008:
He's Doing It Himself

Smackdown

Date: August 8, 2008

Location: Phillips Arena, Atlanta, Georgia
Commentators: Jim Ross, Tazz

We are just over a week away from Summerslam and Edge 1is
hopefully getting back on track. That is something he has been
needing for a bit and it might have happened last week. In
another thing that needs to pick up the pace, we have HHH vs.
Great Khali for the former’s World Title. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week'’'s results if you need a recap.

We open with a look back at Edge snapping on Mick Foley last
week.

Opening sequence.

Tazz is filling in for the injured Mick Foley. Commentary runs
down the card.

Maryse/Natalya/Victoria vs. Maria/Michelle McCool/Cherry

They're all in various Olympic sports attire, though Maria
picks skiing for the summer games. McCool (volleyball) and
Natalya (equestrian) start things off with McCool gabbing a
Russian legsweep. A middle rope wristdrag takes Natalya down
but Maria tags herself in for a double shoulder. Natalya sends
Maria outside but Cherry (boxing) comes in with a double arm
DDT. It’'s off to Victoria for the Widow’s Peak, only for
McCool to kick her in the face. Everything breaks down and
Natalya Sharpshooters Maria for the fast win. This was a mini
theme match and you can pretty easily get the reason why.

Bam Neely has been attacked and there is a black rose near
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him.

Zack Ryder/Curt Hawkins vs. Shannon Moore/Jimmy Wang Yang

Non-title. Hawkins headlocks Yang to start but gets armdragged
into an armbar. Back up and Hawkins fights out of the corner
and hits a reverse clothesline, allowing Ryder to come in for
a swinging neckbreaker. Hawkins comes in off a blind tag and
breaks up a sunset flip, setting up a suplex for two on Yang.
We hit the reverse chinlock but Yang slips out and hands it
back to Moore to clean house. A high crossbody gets two on
Ryder but the referee has to get rid of Yang, allowing a
double inverted DDT to finish Moore.

Rating: C+. I've long since thought Yang and Moore could have
been a bigger deal in the tag division as it isn’t like there
was much competition. They had a nice match here and it made
for a good use of a few minutes. If nothing else, it made the
champions look good, which is always a nice move.

MVP wants to face Jeff Hardy at Summerslam. We see a clip of
MVP costing Jeff Hardy a match against Edge on Saturday
Night's Main Event, but where is the footage of Hardy
attacking MVP? Hardy is a product of his own actions.

Jeff Hardy vs. Shelton Benjamin

Non-title. Benjamin takes him down without much trouble and
grabs an early chinlock. Hardy fights up and it’s an armdrag
into an armbar as they already see to be filling time. That'’s
broken up and Benjamin stomps away in the corner before going
back to the chinlock. This one doesn’t last as long as Hardy
fights up and hits the mule kick out to the floor, where the
slingshot dive connects. Back in and a quick Swanton attempt
misses to give Benjamin two and we take a break.

We come back with Benjamin grabbing another chinlock, though
at least his legs are facing another way to make it different.
Back up and Hardy tries the Whisper In The Wind, only to get



dropped hard onto the ropes for two. Benjamin starts in on the
leg as Tazz talks about fatigue setting in. From what?
Excessive chinlock usage? Benjamin starts cranking on the leg,
including a half crab for a change.

That’s broken up so Benjamin puts it on again as we’'re seeing
quite the repetitive theme emerging. Hardy escapes again and
they go outside, where Benjamin gets kicked out of the air.
Back in and the Whisper In The Wind connects, only for
Benjamin to reverse the slingshot dropkick into a powerslam
for two. Paydirt is countered into the Twist Of Fate and Hardy
hits the Swanton..but gets kicked in the face by MVP for the
DQ.

Rating: C+. This got going near the end but they easily could
have cut off about five minutes o the chinlocks and leg
cranking. The latter wouldn’t have made much of a difference
as Hardy’'s leg looked fine when he was making his comeback.
This wasn’t quite as bad as some of the recent dull matches,
but it was definitely following a similar formula.

La Familia can’t find Zack Ryder and something might have
happened to him.

And now, arm wrestling between HHH and Great Khali, with
broken glass on the table for whichever hand goes down. Before
we get going, Khali says something, which HHH says is a good
point, even though he has no idea what Khali said. Runjin
Singh says Khali told him to get out while he can because this
is a different kind of challenge. HHH tells Singh to find a
lamp to rub to put Khali back inside.

The reality is Khali has never been in the ring with someone
like HHH, who is actually going to tell Khali his plans in
advance. HHH is going to break Khali’s legs and there 1is
nothing Singh or the jolly genie can do about it. With that
out of the way, we’'re ready to go and believe it or not, HHH
is about to win when Khali attacks him. The head vice leaves



HHH laying and commentary isn’t sure how he is going to
survive at Summerslam. This was every step you would have
expected, probably right down to the genie jokes.

Curt Hawkins has been attacked and there is another black
rose.

We get another R-Truth video, talking about where he came from
and showing him playing basketball with his friends. If you
want to play the game, you have to get into it, and that 1is
the truth.

Chavo Guerrero thinks he and Vickie Guerrero need Edge’s help
to deal with this so he’s off to find him.

Vladimir Kozlov vs. Jesse

Jesse, with Festus, is the better competition that Kozlov
requested. The bell rings so Kozlov bails from the crazed
Festus before kicking Jesse down to take over. Headbutts and a
suplex have Jesse in trouble but he gets in a shot of his own.
Kozlov then headbutts him out of the air for the pin.

Raw Rebound.
Summerslam rundown.

Chavo Guerrero found Edge and he is willing to help with
Undertaker’s attacks, but Vickie Guerrero has to be civil.

Brian Kendrick vs. Super Crazy

Before the match, Kendrick brags about his power and
introduces his bodyguard, Ezekiel Jackson (now with a last
name). Kendrick knocks him into the corner to start and a
dropkick puts Crazy down again. Back up and Crazy misses a
charge into the corner so another dropkick can connect for
two.

The camel clutch goes on as Tazz makes insect comparisons.



Kendrick kicks him down again and grabs something like a
seated abdominal stretch. That’s broken up as Tazz wonders why
Crazy, a Smackdown wrestler, is wearing an ECW shirt. A tilt-
a-whirl backbreaker puts Kendrick down and a standing
moonsault gets two. Jackson offers a distraction though,
allowing Kendrick to hit the Kendrick for the pin.

Rating: C. Crazy was starting to fight back when he got cut
off through the pretty stereotypical means. Kendrick continues
to look and feel different while making me want to se more of
what he’s doing. That’s a great sign and it was another fine
performance, even if it didn’t have much time.

Post match Jackson torture racks Crazy.

Edge comes in to see the Guerreros and says he and Vickie can
get by this. As the head of the family, Edge has a plan but it
has to be his way. Vickie agrees so they head to the ring,
where, after a break, Edge calls Undertaker out and even
demands he use the powers. Edge then grabs a chair and cracks
Chavo in the back, setting up a Conchairto. Edge turns
Vickie’s wheelchair over and says he is who Vickie needs to
worry about. Undertaker needs to worry about Edge taking him
to h***, but he’'s taking La Familia with him. Especially
Vickie. Nice little twist there as Edge continues to be built
back up before Summerslam.

Overall Rating: C. As has been the case lately, the wrestling
wasn’t great but the other stuff didn’t bail it out here. The
arm wrestling stuff went on forever and while the Edge
surprise as the end was nice, it only got them so far. They
need to get to Summerslam now, but they also need something
better than HHH vs. Khali as a secondary match. Not the worst
show, but Edge continues to carry this thing on his back.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.
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