
Monday Night Raw – June 3,
1996: They Need To Get Going
Monday Night Raw
Date: June 3, 1996
Location: Cumberland County Memorial Auditorium, Fayetteville,
North Carolina
Attendance: 5,000
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jerry Lawler

We’re coming up on King Of The Ring and there is a good chance
that we’ll get some matches in the tournament either this week
or sooner. Other than that, WWF Champion Shawn Michaels is
still dealing with the British Bulldog, who Michaels couldn’t
beat last month at In Your House. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Goldust giving Ahmed Johnson mouth to
mouth  resuscitation,  which  was  received  about  as  well  as
expected. Then Goldust posed wearing only his robe and the
Intercontinental Title as he taunted Johnson.

Opening sequence.

King Of The Ring First Round: Steve Austin vs. Bob Holly

Austin backs him into the corner to start before grabbing a
headlock. Holly’s hammerlock is broken up and Austin takes him
down by the leg. Back up and Holly takes him into the corner
to hammer away, earning himself a nasty backbreaker. A middle
rope elbow gives Austin two and we’re off to the chinlock. We
take a break and come back with Holly still in the chinlock
but  he  fights  up  to  send  Austin  into  some  buckles.  That
doesn’t get him anywhere though as Austin is right back with
the Million Dollar Dream for the win to advance at 12:15.
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Rating: C. Yeah this wasn’t much, but there was no reason to
believe that Austin was going to lose to Holly. At the end of
the day, Austin might not be the obvious next big thing here,
but he’s certainly bigger than Holly at the moment. He’s going
to need something besides the Million Dollar Dream though.

Jerry Lawler mocks Ultimate Warrior’s comic book and shows a
(nice)  drawing  he’s  made  of  his  own  comic  book  cover,
featuring  THE  ULTIMATE  LOSER.

Mankind vs. Barry Horowitz

Mankind goes right at him to start but gets caught with a
quick dropkick. Mankind misses a charge into the corner though
and gets rolled up, only to hammer Horowitz down. The running
Tree of Woe elbow hits Horowitz and we go outside…to take a
break? We come back with Mankind grabbing the Mandible Claw
for the win at 6:54.

Rating: C-. Mankind vs. Barry Horowitz does not need a break,
but for some reason the match got that much time. Mankind was
still new at this point but he had hit the ground running,
already tormenting the Undertaker. Taking this long to beat
Horowitz didn’t help, but at least it was fairly dominant.

Post match Mankind talks about wanting to hurt the Undertaker.
Of all the things he has lost, he thinks he misses his mind
the most.

We look at Shawn Michaels vs. British Bulldog going to a
double pin at Beware Of Dog.

We look at Ahmed Johnson losing his mind of having Goldust
kiss him last week.

Goldust, still with just the belt covering him, says he was
saving Johnson’s life last week. They’re fighting at King Of
The Ring and Johnson will never forget Goldust’s name.

Godwinns vs. Tekno Team 2000



Sunny  is  on  commentary  and  we  get  a  promo  from  the*
Bodydonnas, who are looking for a new manager. We even get an
address for people to send in applications. Travis works on
Henry’s head to start before it’s off to Phineas, who keeps
looking at Sunny. We actually get a handshake between Phineas
and Troy, with the latter pulling him into the corner to take
over. Travis’ standing moonsault gets two but Phineas gets up
and brings Henry back in. House is quickly cleaned and the
Slop Drop finishes for Henry at 6:03.

Rating: D+. For the life of me I still don’t know what Tekno
Team  2000  was  supposed  to  be  but  they  didn’t  work.  The
Godwinns weren’t much better, as the tag division was moving
in a different direction and they were still doing their goofy
stuff. That being said, Sunny was the focal point here and
that often works, as she had so much star power and you
couldn’t avoid it.

We look at Clarence Mason claiming to have been injured by
Gorilla Monsoon, which is total nonsense of course.

King Of The Ring First Round: Hunter Hearst Helmsley vs. Jake
Roberts

Helmsley’s headlock takes Roberts down to start and we get a
quick curtsy. Back up and Roberts hiptosses him into a knee
lift, with Helmsley bailing out to the floor. Roberts is smart
enough to wait inside, where he takes Helmsley down by the
arm. The armbar goes on for a bit until a frustrated Helmsley
rolls outside again.

We take a break and come back with Helmsley sending him into
the corner. Helmsley drops a knee for two as commentary talks
about Warrior’s comic book. More stomping sets up a chinlock
but Roberts jawbreaks his way to freedom. The threat of a DDT
is broken up with a ram into the corner and we take another
break. We come back again with Roberts hitting the DDT for the
pin at 16:15.



Rating: C+. It’s a bit weird to see Helmsley losing like this,
but at the same time the DDT was up there as an all time
devastating finisher. The fans reacted to it rather well and
Roberts getting a Cinderella run in the tournament isn’t a bad
idea. Other than that, the match was probably the best thing
on the show, which is rather telling.

Overall Rating: C-. The tournament needs to get going, because
there is not much going on with the show otherwise. Michaels
vs. Bulldog isn’t interesting and without Undertaker here to
brawl with him, Mankind is just sort of weird. That’s pretty
much the show at this point, and this show didn’t make me want
to see what they have going on at the moment.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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